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  INTRODUCTION



Welcome to the Italian Visual Phrasebook.




 This guide provides all the key words and phrases you are likely to need in everyday situations when you spend time in Italy. It is grouped into themes, and key phrases are broken down into short sections, to help you build a wide variety of sentences. A lot of the vocabulary is illustrated to make it easy to remember, and you’ll find this immediately after the key phrases for each topic. To help you with conversations in Italian, there are “You may hear…” boxes, which feature questions you may come across.


The best way to navigate this guide is to start from the Table of contents. You can get there by selecting the book symbol [image: DK], which can be found at the top of the page at the beginning of every section.


The order of contents is also listed on the first page of every chapter. Here, you will see links to other useful chapters such as the [image: DK] Dictionaries the [image: DK] Numbers, time and dates and the [image: DK] A-Z Food and drink.



[image: DK] If you can’t find what you’re looking for, use your device’s search function. Try searching one word at a time, rather than looking for phrases.


Nouns
All Italian nouns (words for things, people, and ideas) are masculine or feminine. The gender of singular nouns is usually shown by the word for “the”: il or lo (masculine) and la (feminine). They change to l’ before vowels. The plural forms are i or gli (masculine) and le (feminine).



Adjectives
Most Italian adjectives change endings according to whether they describe a masculine or feminine, singular or plural word. In this guide the singular masculine form is shown, followed by the alternative feminine ending:
Mi sono perso/a

I’m lost







“You”
There are two ways of saying “you” in Italian: lei (polite) and tu (familiar). In this guide we have used lei throughout, as that is what you normally use with people you don’t know.



Verbs
Verbs change according to whether they are in the singular or plural. In phrases where this happens, the singular form of the verb is followed by the plural form:
Dov’è/Dove sono…?

Where is/are…?







Pronunciation guide
Below each Italian word or phrase in this content, you will find a pronunciation guide in italics. Read it as if it were English and you should be understood, but remember that it is only a guide and for the best results you should listen to and mimic native speakers. Some Italian sounds are different from those in English, so take note of how the letters below are pronounced.
	a like a in car

	ai like i in mile

	ao, au like ow in cow

	c before a, o, and u, like k in kite
before i and e, like ch in church

	cc like ch in church

	ch like k in keep

	e like e in pet

	ei like ay in day

	g before a, o, and u, like g in get
before i and e, like j in jam

	gh like g in got

	gli like lli in million

	gn like ni in onion

	h silent

	i like ee in keep

	o like o in pot

	oi like oy in boy

	qu like qu in quick

	r rolled

	s like s in see or z in zoo

	sc  before a, o, and u, like sk in skip
before i or e, like sh in ship

	u like oo in boot

	z like ts in pets, or ds in loads
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Greetings

Useful phrases

Small talk
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Socializing

Likes and dislikes
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The weather

Telephones and internet


[image: DK] Numbers, times and dates

[image: DK] English–Italian dictionary

[image: DK] Italian–English dictionary


In this section, you will find the essential words and useful phrases you need for basic everyday talk and situations. Be aware of cultural differences when you’re addressing Italian people, and also remember that they tend to be quite formal when they are greeting each other, using signore (for men), signora (for women) and signorina (for girls and younger women). These titles are also used with surnames.
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Greetings

Salve
salveh

Hello





Buonasera
bwonaserah

Good evening





Buonanotte
bwonanotteh

Good night





Arrivederci
arreevederchee

Goodbye





Ciao/ciao!
chow

Hi/bye!





Piacere
pyachereh

Pleased to meet you





Come sta?
komeh stah

How are you?





Bene, grazie
beneh gratsye

Fine, thanks





Prego
pregoh

You’re welcome





Mi chiamo…
mee kyamoh

My name is…





Come si chiama?
komeh see kyamah

What’s your name?





Lui/lei come si chiama?
looee/lay komeh see kyamah

What’s his/her name?





Questo/a è…
kwestoh/ah eh

This is…





Lieto/a di conoscerla
lyetoh/ah dee konosherlah

Nice to meet you





A domani
ah domanee

See you tomorrow





A presto
ah prestoh

See you soon
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Useful phrases

Non parlo italiano.
non parloh eetalyanoh

I don’t speak Italian





Parla inglese?
parlah eenglehzeh

Do you speak English?





Non capisco
non kapeeskoh

I don’t understand





Può ripetere?
pwo reepetereh

Could you repeat that?





Mi può dire…
mee pwo deereh

Can you tell me…





Cos’è quello/a?
kozeh kwelloh/ah

What’s that?





Mi chiamo…
mee kyamoh

My name is…





Questo/a è…
kwestoh/ah eh

This is…





Mi può aiutare?
mee pwo ayootareh

Can you help me?





Dov’è/ dove sono…?
doveh/doveh sonoh

Where is/where are…?





Come raggiungo…?
komeh radjewngoh

How do I get to…?





Vorrei…
vorray

I would like…





Quanto costa questo?
kwantoh kostah kwestoh

How much is this?





Il conto, per favore
eel kontoh pehr favoreh

The bill, please
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Small talk

Sì/no
see/noh

Yes/no





Per favore
pehr favoreh

Please





(Molte) grazie
(molteh) gratsye

Thank you (very much)





Prego
pregoh

You’re welcome





OK/bene
okay/beneh

OK/fine





Scusi?
skoozee

Pardon?





Mi scusi
mee skoozee

Excuse me





Mi dispiace
mee deespyacheh

Sorry





Non so
non soh

I don’t know





Non capisco
non kapeeskoh

I don’t understand





Può ripetere?
pwo reepetereh

Could you repeat that?





Non parlo italiano
non parloh eetalyanoh

I don’t speak Italian





Parla inglese?
parlah eengleseh

Do you speak English?





Come si dice in italiano…?
komeh see deeche een eetalyanoh

What is the Italian for…?





Cos’è quello/a?
kozeh kwelloh/ah

What’s that?





Come si chiama?
komeh see kyamah

What’s that called?





Mi può dire…
mee pwoh deereh

Can you tell me…
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Talking about yourself

Vengo da…
vengoh dah

I’m from…





Sono…
sonoh

I’m…





…inglese
eengleseh

…English





…americano/a
amereekanoh/ah

…American





…canadese
kanadezeh

…Canadian





…australiano/a
owstralyanoh/ah

…Australian





…celibe/nubile
cheleebeh/noobeeleh

…single





…sposato/a
sposatoh/ah

…married





…divorziato/a
deevortsyatoh/ah

…divorced





Ho…anni
oh…annee

I am…years old





Ho…
oh

I have…





…un fidanzato
oon feedantsatoh

…a boyfriend





…una fidanzata
oonah feedantsatah

…a girlfriend






[image: DK] You may hear…
Da dove viene?
dah doveh vyeneh

Where are you from?




È sposato/a?
eh sposatoh/ah

Are you married?




Ha figli?
ah feelye

Do you have children?
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Socializing

Vive qui?
veeveh kwee

Do you live here?





Dove vive?
doveh veeveh

Where do you live?





Sono qui…
sonoh kwee

I am here…





…in vacanza
een vakantsah

…on holiday





…per lavoro
pehr lavoroh

…on business





Sono uno/a studente/studentessa
sonoh oonoh/ah stoodente/stoodentessah

I’m a student





Lavoro a…
lavoroh ah

I work in…





Sono pensionato/a
sonoh penzyonatoh/ah

I am retired





Posso avere…
possoh avereh

Can I have…





…il suo numero di telefono?
eel soowoh noomeroh dee telefonoh

…your telephone number?





…il suo indirizzo e-mail?
eel soowoh eendeereedzo emayl

…your email address?





Non importa
non eemportah

It doesn’t matter





Cin cin
cheen cheen

Cheers





Le dispiace se fumo?
leh deespyache seh foomoh

Do you mind if I smoke?





Non bevo/fumo
non bevoh/foomoh

I don’t drink/smoke





Sta bene?
stah beneh

Are you alright?
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Likes and dislikes

Mi piace/adoro…
mee pyacheh/adoroh

I like/love…





Non mi piace…
non mee pyacheh

I don’t like…





Detesto…
detestoh

I hate…





Mi piace abbastanza/molto…
mee pyacheh abbastantsa/moltoh

I quite/really like…





Non le piace?
non leh pyacheh

Don’t you like it?





Vorrei…
vorray

I would like…





Il mio preferito è…
eel meeoh prefereetoh eh

My favourite is…





Preferisco…
prefereeskoh

I prefer…





Penso che sia fantastico
penzoh keh sya fantasteeko

I think it’s great





È delizioso/a
eh deleetsyosoh/ah

It’s delicious





Cosa vorrebbe fare?
kozah vorrebbeh fareh

What would you like to do?





Non mi dispiace
non mee deespyacheh

I don’t mind
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Di cosa si occupa?
dee kozah see okoopah

What do you do?




È in vacanza?
eh een vakantsah

Are you on holiday?




Le piace…?
leh pyacheh

Do you like…?
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Telling the time

Che ore sono?
keh oreh sonoh

What time is it?





Sono le nove
sonoh leh noveh

It’s nine o’clock





…del mattino
del matteenoh

…in the morning





…del pomeriggio
del pomereedjoh

…in the afternoon





…della sera
dellah serah

…in the evening





È mezzogiorno/mezzanotte
eh medzojornoh/medzanotteh

It’s midday/midnight





il secondo
eel sekondoh

second





il minuto
eel meenootoh

minute





l’ora
lorah

hour





un quarto d’ora
oon kwartoh dorah

a quarter of an hour





mezz’ora
medzorah

half an hour





tre quarti d’ora
tray kwartee dorah

three-quarters of an hour





tardi
tardee

late





presto/presto
prestoh

early/soon





A che ora inizia?
ah keh orah eeneetsya

What time does it start?





A che ora finisce?
ah keh orah feeneesheh

What time does it finish?





Quanto tempo durerà?
kwantoh tempoh doorerah

How long will it last?
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A presto.
ah prestoh

See you later.




È in anticipo.
eh een anteecheepoh

You’re early.




È in ritardo.
eh een reetardoh

You’re late.





[image: DK]
l’una
loonah

one o’clock


[image: DK]
l’una e dieci
loonah eh deeaychee

ten past one



[image: DK]
l’una e un quarto
loonah eh oon kwartoh

quarter past one


[image: DK]
l’una e venti
loonah eh ventee

twenty past one



[image: DK]
l’una e mezza
loonah eh medza

half past one


[image: DK]
due meno un quarto
dooeh menoh oon kwartoh

quarter to two



[image: DK]
due meno dieci
dooeh menoh deeaychee

ten to two


[image: DK]
le due
leh dooeh

two o’clock
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The weather

Quali sono le previsioni?
kwalee sonoh leh preveesyonee

What’s the forecast?





Che tempo fa?
ke tempoh fah

What’s the weather like?





È…
eh

It’s…





…buono
bwonoh

…good





…cattivo
kateevoh

…bad





…mite
meeteh

…warm





…caldo
kaldoh

…hot





…freddo
freddoh

…cold





Qual è la temperatura?
kwaleh lah temperatoorah

What’s the temperature?





Ci sono…gradi
chee sonoh…gradee

It’s…degrees





È una bellissima giornata
eh oonah beleesseemah jornatah

It’s a beautiful day





Il tempo sta cambiando
eel tempoh stah kambyandoh

The weather’s changing





Farà più freddo/caldo?
farah pew freddoh/kaldoh

Is it going to get colder/hotter?





La temperatura sta scendendo
lah temperatoorah stah shendendoh

It’s cooling down
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È soleggiato
eh solejatoh

It’s sunny


[image: DK]
È piovoso
eh pyovozoh

It’s raining



[image: DK]
È nuvoloso
eh noovolozoh

It’s cloudy


[image: DK]
È tempestoso
eh tempestozoh

It’s stormy



[image: DK]
Nevica
neveeka

It’s snowing


[image: DK]
È ghiacciato
eh gyatchyatoh

It’s icy



[image: DK]
C’è nebbia
che nebbyah

It’s misty


[image: DK]
È ventoso
eh ventozoh

It’s windy
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Telephones and internet
Telephones

Dov’è la cabina telefonica più vicina?
doveh lah kabeenah telefoneekah pew veecheenah

Where is the nearest phone box?





Pronto, chi parla?
prontoh kee parlah

Who’s speaking?





Pronto, sono…
prontoh sonoh

Hello, this is…





Vorrei parlare con…
vorray parlareh kon

I’d like to speak to…
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Internet

C’è un Internet cafè qui vicino?
che oon eenternet kafeh kwee veecheenoh

Is there an internet café near here?





Quanto costa?
kwantoh kostah

How much do you charge?





Avete un sistema Internet wireless?
aveteh oon seestemah eenternet wireless

Do you have wireless internet?





Posso controllare le mie e-mail?
possoh kontrollareh leh meeyeh emayl

Can I check my emails?





Devo inviare un’e-mail
devoh eenvyareh oonemayl

I need to send an email





Qual è il suo indirizzo e-mail?
kwaleh eel soo-oh eendeereedzo emayl

What’s your email address?





Il mio indirizzo e-mail è…
eel meeoh eendeereedzo emayl eh

My email address is…







[image: DK]
il telefono
eel telefonoh

phone


[image: DK]
il cellulare
eel chelloolareh

mobile phone



[image: DK]
la scheda telefonica
lah skedah telefoneekah

phone card


[image: DK]
la cabina telefonica
lah kabeenah telefoneekah

telephone box



[image: DK]
il telefono a moneta
eel telefonoh ah monetah

coin phone


[image: DK]
la segreteria telefonica
lah segreterya telefoneekah

answering machine



[image: DK]
il computer portatile
eel compewter portateeleh

laptop


[image: DK]
la tastiera
lah tastyerah

keyboard



[image: DK]
il sito Web
eel seetoh web

website


[image: DK]
l’e-mail
lemayl

email









End of sample
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