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Jeremy Strong once worked in a bakery, putting the jam into three thousand doughnuts every night. Now he puts the jam in stories instead, which he finds much more exciting. At the age of three, he fell out of a first-floor bedroom window and landed on his head. His mother says that this damaged him for the rest of his life and refuses to take any responsibility. He loves writing stories because he says it is ‘the only time you alone have complete control and can make anything happen’. His ambition is to make you laugh (or at least snuffle). Jeremy Strong lives near Bath with his wife, Gillie, four cats and a flying cow.


Are you feeling silly enough to read more?

THE BATTLE FOR CHRISTMAS
THE BEAK SPEAKS
BEWARE! KILLER TOMATOES
CHICKEN SCHOOL
DINOSAUR POX
GIANT JIM AND THE HURRICANE
I'M TELLING YOU, THEY'RE ALIENS
THE INDOOR PIRATES
THE INDOOR PIRATES ON TREASURE ISLAND
INVASION OF THE CHRISTMAS PUDDINGS
THE KARATE PRINCESS
THE KARATE PRINCESS TO THE RESCUE
KRAZY COW SAVES THE WORLD - WELL, ALMOST
LET'S DO THE PHARAOH!
PANDEMONIUM AT SCHOOL
PIRATE PANDEMONIUM
THE SHOCKING ADVENTURES OF LIGHTNING LUCY
THERE'S A PHARAOH IN OUR BATH!
THERE'S A VIKING IN MY BED AND OTHER STORIES
TROUBLE WITH ANIMALS

Read about Streaker's adventures:
THE HUNDRED-MILE-AN-HOUR DOG
RETURN OF THE HUNDRED-MILE-AN-HOUR DOG
WANTED! THE HUNDRED-MILE-AN-HOUR DOG
LOST! THE HUNDRED-MILE-AN-HOUR DOG

Read about Nicholas's daft family:
MY DAD'S GOT AN ALLIGATOR!
MY GRANNY'S GREAT ESCAPE
MY MUM'S GOING TO EXPLODE!
MY BROTHER'S FAMOUS BOTTOM
MY BROTHER'S FAMOUS BOTTOM GETS PINCHED
MY BROTHER'S FAMOUS BOTTOM GOES CAMPING
MY BROTHER'S HOT CROSS BOTTOM

JEREMY STRONG'S LAUGH-YOUR-SOCKS-OFF JOKE BOOK
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Introducing the Indoor Pirates

Blackpatch came from a long line of pirates, and he really did have a patch too – although it was not over one eye. It was on the sleeve of his jacket, where he had torn it on a nail. His grandparents had been pirates. His mother and father had been pirates. It seemed obvious that he should be a pirate too. This was just a little unfortunate, because Blackpatch hated the sea. In fact, he hated water of any kind – drinking-water, bath-water, washing-up water – and most of all sea-water. Blackpatch wished he didn't have to go on boats at all.
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One day he got a letter from his great-grandmother, who was very ancient. She was 107, and she had patches too. There was one on her dress, one on her leather smoking-jacket (she loved big cigars), and another on her thumb, where she had cut it by mistake. It was quite a nasty cut, and it made Great-granny realize that she was getting too old to look after herself properly. She wanted her great-grandson to come home and see to her needs. The letter made Blackpatch very happy. At last he could live on dry land!

Off he went, and he looked after Great-granny very well until she died. (By this time she was 112.) Great-granny left her house to Blackpatch, saying that she hoped he would look after it, and the first thing that Blackpatch did was to write a letter of his own. He wrote to all his friends at sea – all the ones who didn't like it, and he asked them to come and live with him at 25 Dolphin Street. And that was how the Indoor Pirates began.

First of all, there was Bald Ben. He had huge muscles and was immensely strong. He could lift up two people at once, one under each arm. He hadn't a single hair on his bald head. Instead, right in the middle, he had a colourful tattoo of a rose, with I LOVE MUM written underneath. Bald Ben didn't like going to sea because it meant missing too much television.
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Polly and Molly were twin sisters. They looked just like each other, except that Polly's hair was bunched out by her right ear, and Molly's was bunched by her left ear. They were always, ALWAYS arguing with each other. Whatever one said, the other said the opposite, even if it was nonsense.

‘We're sisters,’ Polly might say.

‘No, we're not!’ Molly would snap. ‘We're…’ and she would screw up her eyes desperately ‘… brothers!’

‘You're stupid,’ Polly would answer.

‘You're the one that's stupid,’ Molly would counter, and so it would go on.
[image: image]
 The twins didn't like going to sea because they couldn't swim.


The fifth and last Indoor Pirate was Lumpy Lawson. He didn't look lumpy at all – in fact, he was tall and rather skinny with it, despite his love of food. No matter how much he ate, he never got any fatter. Lumpy Lawson did all the cooking (and most of the shopping too) and whenever he made porridge, there were gigantic stodgy lumps in it and that was how he got his name. He didn't like going on boats because if he tried to make soup at sea, it always slopped over the top of the pan. The boiling soup splattered on to his feet and made him leap about shouting very, VERY bad words like ‘Jigglepops!’ and ‘Pumplespizz!’
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Of course, it was no good having five pirates without a leader, and Captain Blackpatch decided that there was only one possible choice – namely himself. This was because:

	
It was his house.
	
He said so.
	
He could shout louder than anyone else.
	
He liked bossing people about and,
	
See 2.


Blackpatch's first decision was to make himself Captain. Then he made Lumpy Lawson the Ship's Cook, Bald Ben his First Mate, and told the twins he would make them walk the gangplank if they didn't stop quarrelling straight away.

The Indoor Pirates did not want anyone to know where they lived, so they took the number off the front door and hung a skull-and-crossbones flag from the chimney-pot instead. All the neighbours knew immediately that they had pirates living near them, but they didn't mind, because the pirates stayed indoors most of the time. (That was how they got their name.)

Old Mrs Bishop, who lived next door, even cut flowers from her garden every so often and gave them to Bald Ben, because
[image: image]
 she thought he was rather sweet. Besides, the pirates were not very good at their job.


First of all, since they didn't like the sea, they didn't have a boat. (They had several small boats that they played with in the bath, but they didn't have a proper, full-size pirate boat with an anchor and lots of sails and cannons and ropes.)

They were very fond of their little house, even if it was a bit cramped inside. It only had three bedrooms. The Captain had swiped the biggest – what a surprise! – and that left the twins sharing bunk-beds in one, and Bald Ben and Lumpy Lawson in the other. (Ben had a hammock. He liked to rock himself to sleep.)

The Indoor Pirates liked to think of their house as a ship, even though they weren't at sea, so they had taken out all the stairs and replaced them with rope rigging. Then they had painted all the walls blue with little white, fluffy clouds and hung big plastic seagulls from the ceilings.

They worried about being attacked by other pirates, so beside each window they always kept a good range of weapons: catapults, swords and several large buckets of dishwater. (The pirates all
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 thought that soaking an enemy with water was THE WORST POSSIBLE THING that they could do to them.)


The Indoor Pirates were very happy at 25 Dolphin Street. For a couple of months everything went swimmingly (even though the twins didn't like swimming), but trouble was never far away.



End of sample
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