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Introduction to Rio de Janeiro
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Museu de Arte Contemporânea, Niterói
Rio de Janeiro is undoubtedly one of the world’s greatest cities. A magnificent natural landscape of beaches, lakes and mountains complements a series of bustling city districts, each one alert to the gaze of the iconic statue of Christ the Redeemer high overhead. Rio’s flamboyant Carnaval and pulsating samba scene need no introduction as some of the most creative and exciting celebrations in existence, while the glitzy beaches of Copacabana and Ipanema provide kilometres of golden sand for its spirited residents – Cariocas – to play, parade and mingle amidst a jubilant, seductive atmosphere. Visitors leave Rio with little doubt of the validity of its synonym, the Cidade Maravilhosa (“marvellous city”).
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The city’s appeal goes much deeper than music, costumes and beaches, however. As the capital of Brazil from 1763 until 1960 (when the administration moved to Brasília), Rio boasts a remarkable architectural heritage spanning over three centuries and showcasing innovative traditional and modernist styles. It also offers some of the country’s best museums, galleries and cultural centres, as well as superb restaurants featuring Brazilian and international cuisine. Rio could well be seen as the centre of world football, too – something due as much to Brazil’s success on the international soccer stage as to its gigantic stadium, the Maracanã – given a significant boost by its successful bid to host the 2014 World Cup final. For Cariocas it represents far more than just a game, having gone a long way to bring together a city founded by different races and classes. Week by week you can enjoy the exuberant mood and passion that surrounds matches played between Rio’s big four teams.
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Corcovado and the Floresta da Tijuca
There is no other city worldwide that can compete with Rio’s combination of urban sprawl and rainforest-clad mountains, wealth merged uneasily with poverty, a still-expanding population continually pushed upwards on the mountainsides and outwards along the coast. The conspicuous buying power of many of its residents contrasts sharply with the eight hundred-odd separate favela (shanty town) communities within the city boundaries. The rural poor flocked to Rio throughout the twentieth century to escape drought and poverty, an influx city authorities have failed to manage. The largest favela, Rocinha, is home to as many as 200,000 people and has living standards on a par with Sri Lanka, while its wealthy adjoining district, Gávea, has a standard of living similar to Norway’s. Since the mid-1990s a new wave of dynamic Rio film-makers has gained international acclaim by documenting the experiences of those caught in a perpetual cycle of poverty and crime, made worse by a flood of cocaine into the hands of armed gangs. While sometimes tending to stereotype or even glamorize Rio’s complicated social structures, the movies also illustrate rising social consciousness in the city’s mainstream, which has led to some improvements for poor residents – most of whom are law-abiding citizens. The flip-side of a two-tier city is that favelas are also one of Rio’s main cultural drivers, where first samba and now baile funk music forms were born, and from where the second religions of football and Carnaval draw much of their core heartbeat. Most tourists who choose to visit (or even stay in) a favela experience an unexpected level of calm and normality as people go about their daily lives.

Rio’s international renown is bolstered by a series of incredible landmarks

Despite inequality and its accompanying frenetic, multilayered street life, Rio simultaneously manages to maintain a cool and laid-back atmosphere. Carnaval is its most buoyant outward expression, where poor people joyfully masquerade as kings and queens and rich people accompany them in fantastic glittering costumes with implausibly fast samba moves. However large it grows, the Carnaval party will always mean immeasurably more to Cariocas than to the thousands of excited visitors who swell their ranks each year. Day to day, too, Rio’s residents come together to play sport and relax on its beaches, with the grand sweeps of Copacabana and Ipanema probably the most famous lengths of sand on the planet.
The aerial views over Rio are breathtaking, and even the concrete skyscrapers that dominate the skyline add to the appeal, moulded between an azure blue sea and the mountain range that provides a dramatic backdrop. Rio’s international renown is bolstered by a series of incredible landmarks that rank as some of the most familiar symbols in the world, from the Corcovado (“hunchback”) mountain supporting the Christ statue, to the rounded incline of the Sugar Loaf mountain standing at the entrance to Guanabara Bay, and the iconic sweep of Copacabana which recalls the golden age of Carmen Miranda and Flying Down to Rio.
But aside from the natural sites, Rio is a bold and dynamic city with absorbing attractions to take in all year round. The energy and creativity of its inhabitants are on parade for the world to see, whether through elaborate Carnaval designs or remarkable modern architecture, engaging exhibitions or a distinctive theatre and film industry. Coupled with an exceptionally vibrant nightlife it is hard to imagine a more enthralling city destination.
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Defining Cariocas
Rio de Janeiro’s inhabitants – Cariocas – have a reputation throughout Brazil as being the country’s most direct, confident and egotistical residents. While the former points are undoubtedly true, the latter remark may well reflect jealousy for a city soaked in enthusiasm for its own way of life. Few Cariocas – while accepting the negatives of high crime – have any doubt that they are living in the most vibrant, creative and beautiful place on Earth, partly because countless tourists over the past hundred years have told them so. While you can easily meet people from São Paulo (Paulistas) and from Brazil’s Northeast (Nordestinos) living all over the country – it is genuinely hard to find a Carioca anywhere outside Rio. With 7 million inhabitants (and 13m in its wider metropolitan area), Rio is the country’s second largest city, leading to intense rivalry with São Paulo just a few hours’ drive down the coast. Cariocas see their neighbour as an ugly and beachless urban nightmare, obsessed with unfettered work and moneymaking, while Paulistas stereotype Cariocas as lazy bandits with Lisbon accents who are too busy cavorting on the beach and dancing samba to earn a living. There’s undoubtedly a touch of envy for Rio’s perceived exotic, erotic social life, too.
While it’s easy to make generalisations about Cariocas’ temperaments, it’s harder to identify their origins. Officially, Rio is classified as around 50 percent white (of mainly Portuguese, Italian, Spanish and Lebanese origins), 35 percent mixed race, 14 percent black (the descendants of slaves from mainly present-day Angola, Benin and Mozambique), and less than 1 percent indigenous Amerindian. In reality, however, recent studies have shown that Amerindian, African and European genes run to varying proportions through virtually Brazil’s entire population, and in Rio especially, the distinction between who is white, black or mixed race is no easy matter to discern.

What to see
With so much to see and do within and beyond the city, Rio can easily occupy a couple of weeks, and you may well find it difficult to drag yourself away. For starters, from the western shores of Rio’s near-landlocked Guanabara Bay to the paradisiacal Bay of Sepetiba to the west, there are approximately 90km of sandy beaches. The two most famous – Copacabana and Ipanema – can occupy a few days in themselves if you like sunbathing, people watching and beach sports. The mix of urban and semi-rural landscapes in the city’s Zona Oeste also offers beaches like Prainha and Grumari – perfect locations for both surfing and stress-free relaxation.
Rio’s downtown area, Centro, combines modern offices with buildings of great historical significance. The Paço Imperial was the first residence of the Portuguese royal family in Brazil, while the audacious style of the Neoclassical period is on show in numerous buildings including the Theatro Municipal and Igreja de Nossa Senhora da Candelária. Colonial remnants are found, too, such as the ornate gold-plated Igreja de São Bento or the narrow passageways of the Arco de Teles. Modern constructions primarily demonstrate a penchant for functionality over aesthetics – though fans of modernism will delight in the design of the Museu de Arte Moderna and Palácio Gustava Capanema. The Museu Histórico Nacional reveals fascinating insights into Brazil’s turbulent history, something further illustrated by the Museu Naval. Innumerable botecos can be found across Centro and the wider city – informal bars every Carioca frequents for food, drink and friendly conversation.
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Praia Vermelha
Adjoining Centro, Lapa and Santa Teresa are excellent destinations for anyone interested in Rio’s arts and samba scenes, the latter bairro dramatically clinging to the hillside and exhibiting nineteenth-century residential architecture where each resident tried to outdo the next in original design. Lapa comes alive at night with exceptional street parties drawing thousands and a series of excellent samba clubs.
The Zona Sul, the name used to cover just about everything south of Centro, though generally taken to mean just the bairros (districts) shouldering the coastline, has the most to attract visitors, mainly in terms of bars and beaches, though the sumptuous Palácio do Catete is open to the public and well worth seeing as the last presidential residence in Rio. Further into the Zona Sul, Botafogo is a commercial and residential district with a great street and bar life, while Copacabana is a bustling, often chaotic neighbourhood with a grand beach and a long tradition as the global resort of choice for the rich and famous, most obviously illustrated by the iconic Copacabana Palace Hotel, city residence of countless stars including Marlene Dietrich, Janis Joplin and Robert de Niro. Ipanema and Leblon are nonetheless the new areas for the affluent, tucked between the most fashionable stretch of beach and the attractive inland lake Lagoa Rodrigo de Freitas. With table-front cafés, exclusive restaurants and a range of nightlife, many visitors fail to make it much further – except of course to visit the dramatic Corcovado Christ statue or Sugar Loaf mountain.

Favelas are one of Rio’s main cultural drivers

Close to the Lagoa, the ornate statues and historical gardens of the Jardim Botânico (botanical gardens) are a well-preserved oasis of calm, and nearby Rio’s Jockey Club racecourse must have the most dramatic setting of any in the world. A hiker’s and waterfall-lover’s paradise stretches off into the green mountains beyond in the form of the Parque Nacional da Tijuca, a large rainforest with urban areas on all sides, accessible by tour or public transport.
Further west, the Auto-Estrada Lagoa-Barra leads into São Conrado and its western neighbour, Barra da Tijuca, the new ghetto of Rio’s middle classes. Overlooking the prosperous residences and elegant Gávea Golf Club at São Conrado is favela Rocinha, a vast mountainside shantytown still expanding forestwards.
The northern part of Rio, Zona Norte, contains the city’s industrial areas, with large expanses of favelas and other working-class residential bairros with little in the way of natural beauty. However, the Museu Nacional in the park Quinta da Boa Vista is a splendid collection well worth making time for. The Feira Nordestina, a fantastic market and performance space, and the Maracanã Stadium, Brazil’s football Mecca, are further highlights to seek out. At night, Rio’s top samba schools host rehearsals and parties at their quadras (community buildings) for a large chunk of the year. Across the bay in the neighbouring city of Niterói, the Museu de Arte Contemporânea – a striking modernist construction designed by Brazil’s seminal architect Oscar Niemeyer – has more wonderful views of the Cidade Maravilhosa.
Outside of the city, Rio de Janeiro state is both beautiful and accessible, with easy and tempting trips either east along the Costa do Sol or west along the Costa Verde, taking in unspoilt beaches, washed by a relatively unpolluted ocean. Ilha Grande is a forested island paradise, while Paraty, a beautiful and historic colonial town by the sea. Inland routes make a welcome change from the sands, especially the trip to Petrópolis, a nineteenth-century mountain retreat for Rio’s affluent.
When to go
High season in Rio is between Christmas and the end of Carnaval, in February or early March depending on the calendar. This is also the summer season when tropical heat and humidity can be intense day or night – though in recent years the weather has been annoyingly unpredictable. Other busy periods are the winter months of July and August, when it’s a little cold at night but many days are generally warm enough for the beach, and the Easter holiday, especially popular with visiting Brazilians. The months of October and November have higher rainfall and it can get fairly cold at night – though unpredictability means you could also easily end up with a week or two’s warm sunshine during this period.
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Street art in Santa Teresa
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The celebrations of Reveillon (New Year’s Eve) and Carnaval bring tens of thousands of people into an already lively city, and you’ll need to book ahead as early as November to be assured of reasonable accommodation. Room prices tend to triple for three days at New Year and for a week at Carnaval – and even meal prices go up in some establishments. Nonetheless, throughout January and February is easily the most exciting and energetic time to visit Rio. If you’d prefer to visit at a slightly calmer time of year, consider going between March and June when humidity is lower, temperatures remain mostly good, and the adrenaline of Carnaval is still fresh in people’s’ minds.
[image: ]
20 things not to miss
It’s not possible to see everything that Rio de Janeiro has to offer in one trip – and we don’t suggest you try. What follows is a selection of the city’s highlights: spectacular beaches, mountains and forest, a nightlife second to none, and impressive, diverse architecture and museums.
01 Futebol  • Experience the raw passion and vivid spectacle of a match at the Maracanã, the ultimate temple to football, Rio’s second religion.[image: Futebol]

02 Museu de Arte Contemporânea  • Located across Guanabara Bay in Niterói, this space-ship like building is one of the most impressive creations of Oscar Niemeyer, Brazil’s foremost modernist architect.[image: Museu de Arte Contemporânea]

03 Favelas  • Home to a third of the city’s inhabitants, Rio’s notorious yet culturally vibrant shantytowns are extraordinary hillside constructions. Staying in or visiting one is an enlightening experience.[image: Favelas]

04 Sítio Burle Marx  • The former home of Brazil’s seminal landscape designer offers guided visits around his vivid and beautiful gardens.[image: Sitlo Burle Marx]

05 Samba  • Feel the heartbeat of Rio de Janeiro in Lapa, the hub of city nightlife, or in one of many pulsating samba schools.[image: Samba]

06 Carnaval  • The spectacular parades at the Sambódromo are unmissable – but there’s enough year-round Carnaval activity for all visitors to experience a flavour of these unparalleled celebrations.[image: Carnaval]

07 Paraty  • Simple colonial-era houses and churches, cobbled streets, a relaxed atmosphere and undeveloped beaches combine to make this historic town a perfect place to escape the frenzy of the big city.[image: Paraty]

08 Christ the Redeemer  • Surveying the city far below, this iconic statue represents Rio to the outside world and in good weather can’t fail to impress.[image: Christ the Redeemer]

09 Parque Nacional da Tijuca  • Hike the trails or climb a choice of stunning peaks in one of the largest urban forests in the world, covering an area of 3953 hectares. A remnant of Brazil’s depleted second tropical forest, the Mata Atlântica.[image: Parque Nacional da Tijuca]

10 Hang gliding  • Take a tandem flight from high above the skyscrapers over forest-covered mountains, landing dramatically on the beach at São Conrado.[image: Hang gliding]

11 Santa Teresa  • Taking a bonde (tram) to the cobbled streets and restaurants in this artistic neighbourhood is the perfect break from the beach.[image: Santa Teresa]

12 Confeitaria Colombo  • Stop by for tea and cakes at this palatial tearoom which retains the atmosphere of the Belle Époque.[image: Confeitaria Colombo]

13 Museu da República  • The last Rio residence of the president is located in the Palácio do Catete, notable for its interior splendour.[image: Museu da República]

14 Igreja de São Bento  • Built during the era of seventeenth-century gold exploration, the interior of this ostentatious church is truly staggering.[image: Igreja de São Bento]

15 Carnaval blocos  • Away from the Sambódromo, Rio’s masses dress up and hit the streets for huge raucous parties.[image: Carnaval blocos]

16 Ipanema Beach  • Among tens of kilometres of sand and surf, fashionable Ipanema is the ultimate place to relax and watch the endless parade of the beautiful people.[image: Ipanema Beach]

17 Sugar Loaf mountain  • In a city of phenomenal views, the panorama from the pointed peak of the Sugar Loaf mountain is unbeatable.[image: Sugar Loaf mountain]

18 Palácio Imperial  • Visit Petrópolis, Brazil’s former summer capital in the mountains near Rio, where Emperor Dom Pedro II lived in regal splendour until 1889.[image: Palácio Imperial]

19 Botecos  • No visit to Rio would be complete without at least a few hours spent drinking and eating at these atmospheric neighbourhood bars.[image: Botecos]

20 Ilha Grande  • Visit this natural paradise, a dazzlingly unspoilt island of quiet coves, long sandy beaches and rainforest. Enjoy boat trips and swimming in crystal-clear waters.[image: Ilha Grande]
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Getting there
Rio de Janeiro is second only to São Paulo as Brazil’s most significant transport hub. There are an increasing number of direct flights from Europe and North America to Rio, though it’s still common to have to fly via São Paulo.
If you’re travelling to Rio from elsewhere in Brazil or South America, your options are either to fly or, from the southern part of the continent, go by bus. Airfares depend on the season: high season is generally July and August, and mid-December to 25 December; low season is at any other time, but specific dates vary between airlines. Airline competition tends to be fierce, however, and special offers outside peak periods are often available. Fares don’t nomally rise over Carnaval (in Feb or early March), but getting a seat can be difficult.
The web is rapidly making specialist travel agents less of an essential first stop, but you may want to use one if you prefer to book your first few days in a hotel before you arrive or you’re looking for a tailor-made package. Apart from tickets available via the internet or specialist travel agents, it’s worth checking fares directly with the airlines that fly to Brazil.
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Flights from the US and Canada
There are numerous North American airline gateways to Brazil with flights leaving from Atlanta, Charlotte, Chicago, Dallas, Houston, Los Angeles, Miami, Newark, New York, Orlando, Washington and Toronto. Most of these flights arrive into São Paulo’s congested and inefficient Guarulhos airport; non-stop flights to Rio are with American Airlines and TAM from Miami, United from Washington-Dulles, US Airways from Charlotte, Continental from Houston and Delta from Atlanta. TAM is the only Brazilian carrier serving the US, while the North American airlines are American, Air Canada (to São Paulo only), Continental, Delta and United; Japan Airlines and Korean Air also carry passengers between the US and São Paulo.
Ticket prices vary depending on your length of stay in Brazil, but fares are typically around $1000 out of New York, $900 out of Miami. For unrestricted fares, add at least $400.
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Flights from the UK and Ireland
There are plenty of choices of carriers to Brazil from the UK, with São Paulo and Rio being the usual points of arrival. Two airlines operate direct flights to Rio from the UK: British Airways and TAM. Despite British Airways having a much higher level of service, the official fares to Rio of the two airlines are usually very similar, currently starting at around £650 return in low season, £900 high season (July, Aug & Dec 14–25). However, you may be able to get the same tickets through websites and specialist travel agencies at reduced prices.
There are usually good deals available from travel agencies specializing in Latin America as well as from general discount travel agencies; fares are sometimes as low as £500 in low season, rising to around £800 for high-season departures. The cheapest Rio fares, however, are often offered on routes via Europe – with Air France via Paris, TAP via Lisbon, Iberia via Madrid or Lufthansa via Frankfurt. Other inexpensive options, but to São Paulo only, include Alitalia via Milan, KLM via Amsterdam and Swiss via Zurich. Prices tend to be the same whether you begin your journey in London or at one of the UK’s regional airports; you may find it better value and more convenient to use one of these airlines rather than flying out of Heathrow with British Airways or TAM.
There are no direct flights from Ireland to Brazil: connect via London or other European capitals. The best deals are available from budget or student travel agents in Ireland, but it’s also worth contacting specialist agents in England for cheap fares, an unusual route or a package.
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Six steps to a better kind of travel
At Rough Guides we are passionately committed to travel. We feel strongly that only through travelling do we truly come to understand the world we live in and the people we share it with – plus tourism has brought a great deal of benefit to developing economies around the world over the last few decades. But the extraordinary growth in tourism has also damaged some places irreparably, and of course climate change is exacerbated by most forms of transport, especially flying. This means that now more than ever it’s important to travel thoughtfully and responsibly, with respect for the cultures you’re visiting – not only to derive the most benefit from your trip but also to preserve the best bits of the planet for everyone to enjoy. At Rough Guides we feel there are six main areas in which you can make a difference:
• Consider what you’re contributing to the local economy, and how much the services you use do the same, whether it’s through employing local workers and guides or sourcing locally grown produce and local services.
• Consider the environment on holiday as well as at home. Water is scarce in many developing destinations, and the biodiversity of local flora and fauna can be adversely affected by tourism. Try to patronize businesses that take account of this.
• Travel with a purpose, not just to tick off experiences. Consider spending longer in a place, and getting to know it and its people.
• Give thought to how often you fly. Try to avoid short hops by air and more harmful night flights.
• Consider alternatives to flying, travelling instead by bus, train, boat and even by bike or on foot where possible.
• Make your trips “climate neutral” via a reputable carbon-offset scheme. All Rough Guide flights are offset, and every year we donate money to a variety of charities devoted to combating the effects of climate change.
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Flights from Australia, New Zealand and South Africa
The best deals and fastest routing to Brazil from Australasia are offered by Aerolíneas Argentinas and LanChile. There are fewer options flying via the US; fares are more expensive and flights take much more time. Round-the-world fares that include South America tend to cost more than other RTW options, but can be worthwhile if you have the time to make the most of a few stopovers.
From Australia, flights to South America leave from Sydney. The most direct route is with Aerolíneas Argentinas, which flies via Auckland to Buenos Aires, from where there are good connections direct to Rio. LanChile has a weekly direct flight via Auckland to Santiago, with onward connections to Rio. On the more direct routes with Aerolíneas Argentinas you should be able to get a return fare for A$2400/NZ$2600. Flying via Santiago with LanChile you can expect to pay around A$3100/NZ$3300.
Rio can be reached from Johannesburg with South African Airlines daily flights to São Paulo followed by an internal flight. Alternatively, South African Airlines flies twice a week from Johannesburg to Buenos Aires. Malaysian Airlines will also take you from Johannesburg and Cape Town will take you to Buenos Aires where you can connect to a direct flight to Rio. Also worth investigating are daily flights with TAAG Angolan Airlines from Johannesburg to Rio via Luanda.
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Airlines
Aerolíneas Argentinas UK, Australia 02/9252-5150, New Zealand 09/379-3675; www.aerolineas.com. 
Air Canada 1-888/247-2262, www.aircanada.com. 
Air France UK 0845/084-5111, www.airfrance.co.uk. Republic of Ireland 01/844-5633; www.airfrance.ie. 
Alitalia UK 0870/544-8259, www.alitalia.co.uk. Republic of Ireland 01/677-5171; www.alitalia.ie. 
American Airlines US & Canada 1-800/433-7300, UK 0/7365-0777 or 0845/7789-789, Republic of Ireland 01/602-0550; www.aa.com. 
British Airways UK 0870/850-9850, Republic of Ireland 1800/626-747; www.britishairways.com. 
Continental Airlines US & Canada 1-800/523-3273, UK 0845/607-6760, Republic of Ireland 1890/925-252, Australia 2/9244-2242, New Zealand 9/308-3350, International 1-800/231-0856; www.continental.com. 
Delta US & Canada 1-800/221-1212, UK 0845/600-0950, Republic of Ireland 1850/882-031 or 01/407-3165, Australia 1-300/302-849, New Zealand 09/379-3370; www.delta.com. 
Iberia UK 020/7830-0011, Republic of Ireland 01/677-9846; www.iberia.com. 
JAL (Japan Air Lines) US & Canada 1-800/525-3663, www.jal.com. 
KLM (Royal Dutch Airlines) UK 0870/507-4074, Republic of Ireland 0870/507-4074; www.klm.com. 
Korean Air US & Canada 1-800/438-5000, www.koreanair.com. 
LanChile US & Canada 1-866/435-9526, UK 0800/917-0572, Australia 1-300/361-400 or 02/9244-2333, New Zealand 09/977-2233; www.lan.com. 
Lufthansa UK 0845/773-7747 or 0845/773-7747, Republic of Ireland 01/844-5544; www.lufthansa.com. 
Malaysia Airlines South Africa 021/419-8010 or 27-11-880-9614, www.malaysiaairlines.com. 
South African Airways South Africa 0861-359722, www.flysaa.com. 
Swiss UK 0845/601-0956, www.swiss.com. 
TAM UK 020/8903-4003, www.tam.com.br. 
TAP (Air Portugal) UK 0845/601-0932, www.flytap.com. 
United Airlines US & Canada 1-800/538-2929, UK 0845/844-4777, Republic of Ireland 1-800/535-300, Australia 13 17 77; www.united.com. 
US Airways US & Canada 1-800/428-4322, UK 0845/0845-600-3300, Republic of Ireland 1-890-925065; www.usairways.com. 
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Specialist agents and operators
Brazil Nuts US 1-800/553-9959, www.brazilnuts.com. Tours that promise to take you off the beaten track to experience Brazil’s cities, the Amazon basin and the Pantanal.
Brazil Tours UK 0870/442-4241, www.braziltours.co.uk. Flight agents and tour operators to Brazil, including Rio.
Journey Latin America UK 020/8747-3108www.journeylatinamerica.co.uk. Flight agents and tour operators offering taylor-made packages, including the city and state of Rio.
South American Experience UK 0845/277-3366, www.southamericanexperience.co.uk. One of the more experienced British South American travel specialists offering flights, tours and tailor-made packages.
Solar Tours US 202/861-5864, www.solartours.com. A big operator throughout Latin America, including Rio and Carnaval specials.
South America Travel Centre Australia 1800/655-051 or 03/9642-5353, www.satc.com.au. Specializes in tailor-made trips to Brazil.
Steamond Travel UK 020/7730-8646, www.easyticket.com. Flight agents and tour operators for Brazil and Latin America.
Veloso Tours UK 020/8762-0616www.veloso.com. Latin American flight specialist and tour operator with a good range of Brazilian options including Rio, Paraty, Ilha Grande and Búzios.
Red tape and visas
Citizens of most EU countries, New Zealand and South Africa only need a valid passport and either a return or onward ticket – or evidence of funds to pay for one – to enter Brazil.
You fill in an entry form on arrival and get a tourist visa for ninety days. Australian, US and Canadian citizens need visas in advance, available from Brazilian consulates abroad; a return or onward ticket is a requirement. You’ll need to submit a passport photo with your visa application and pay a processing fee (consulates in the US only accept postal money orders, while consulates in other countries may accept bank or personal cheques). Fees vary according to nationality: US citizens currently pay US$130, Canadians CDN$117 and Australians AUS$63.
Try not to lose the carbon copy of the entry form the police hand back to you at passport control when entering Brazil. You’ll be fined as you leave the country if you overstay your tourist permit or visa. For a fee of R$120, visitors can usually extend a tourist permit for an additional ninety days, but it will only be extended once; to stay longer you’ll have to leave the country and re-enter. The Polícia Federal handle tourist permit and visa extensions at their centre in Terminal 1 at Galeão airport (21/2203-4000, www.dpf.gov.br; Mon–Fri 8am–4pm). You’ll need to take two passport-sized photos. For details of the application process, you are advised to phone the Polícia Federal.
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Brazilian embassies and consulates abroad
Australia Embassy and consulate: 19 Forster Crescent, Yarralumla, Canberra, ACT 2600 02/6273-2372, www.brazil.org.au; Consulate: 31 Market St, Sydney 02/9267-4414, www.brazilsydney.org. 
Canada Embassy and consulate: 450 Wilbroad St, Ottawa, ON K1V 6M8 613/237-1090www.brasembottawa.org; consulates also in Montréal 514/499-0968, www.consbrasmontreal.org; and Toronto 416/922-2503, www.consbrastoronto.org; and Vancouver 604/696-5311, www.consbrasvancouver.org. 
Ireland Embassy and consulate: HSBC House, 41–54 Harcourt Centre, Harcourt St, Dublin 2 01/475-6000, www.brazil.ie. 
New Zealand Embassy and consulate: 10 Brandon St – Level 9, P.O. Box 5032, Wellington 04/473-3516, www.brazil.org.nz. 
South Africa Embassy and consulate: Block C, 1st Floor, Hatfield Office Park, 1267 Pretorius St, Hatfield, Pretoria 012/426-9400, www.brazilianembassy.org.za; also consulate in Cape Town 021/421-4040. 
UK Embassy: 32 Green St, London W1Y 4AT 020/7499-0877; Consulate: 6 St Alban’s St, London SW1Y 4SQ 020/7930-9055, www.brazil.org.uk. 
US Embassy: 3006 Massachusetts Ave NW, Washington DC 20008 202/238-2700, www.brasilemb.org; consulates in Atlanta 1-404/949-2400; Boston 617/542-4000; Chicago 312/464-0244; Houston 713/961-3063; Los Angeles 323/651-2664; Miami 305/285-6200; New York 917/777-7777; San Francisco 415/981-8170; and Washington 202/238-2828. 
Red tape and visas | 
Foreign consulates in Rio de Janeiro
Most countries have consular representation in Rio, though for some the nearest office is located in São Paulo or Brasília.
Argentina Praia de Botafogo 228, Botafogo 21/2553-1646. 
Australia Av. Presidente Wilson 231, 23rd floor, Centro 21/3824-4624. 
Canada Av. Atlântica 1130, 5th floor, Copacabana 21/2543-3004. 
Ireland Contact consulate in Brasília: 61/3248-8800. 
New Zealand Contact consulate in São Paulo: 11/3148-0870. 
South Africa Contact consulate in São Paulo: 11/3265-0449. 
UK Praia do Flamengo 284, 2nd floor, Flamengo 21/2555-9600. 
US Av. Presidente Wilson 147, Centro 21/3823-2000. 
Uruguay Av. Praia de Botafogo 242, Botafogo 21/2552-6699. 
Arrival
You’re most likely to fly into Rio or arrive by bus. There are two airports although the one in the city centre only serves São Paulo and a few short-local destinations. Most international and national long-distance buses arrive at the Rodoviária Novo Rio.
Arrival | 
By air
Rio de Janeiro is served by two airports. The Tom Jobim international airport (21/3398-4526) – usually referred to by its old name, Galeão – lies 20km north of the city. Apart from international flights, this airport also serves destinations throughout Brazil. On arrival, make sure that your passport is stamped and that you retain your immigration form, as failure to do so can cause problems on departure. In the arrivals hall you’ll find tourist information desks – Riotur or TurisRio – which supply very basic information about the city and state. Changing money is not a problem as there are bank branches and ATMs in the arrivals hall and on the airport’s third floor
To reach a hotel in Centro, the cheapest option is to take an air-conditioned executivo bus (R$4 one way) to Santos Dumont airport. If you’re heading to Zona Sul, there’s an executivo bus service (R$6.50 one way) along the coast to Flamengo, Copacabana, Ipanema and Leblon. Both services run roughly every 45 minutes between 5.20am and 11pm. Outside these hours, a taxi ride is the only alternative. Buy a ticket at the taxi desks, near the arrivals gate, and give it to the driver at the taxi rank; a ticket to Centro or Flamengo costs R$60 and to Botafogo, Copacabana or Ipanema R$80. Unless you’re familiar with the city, it’s best not to take the ordinary taxis – the driver may not know where your hotel is and you’re likely to end up being overcharged. Above all, don’t risk accepting a lift from one of the unofficial drivers hanging about in the airport. Unless you hit rush hour, the ride takes about fifteen minutes into the centre or approximately half an hour to Zona Sul.
Heading out to the international airport, ask your hotel to arrange for a fixed-fare taxi to pick you up, or take the executivo bus – allow at least an hour from the beaches.
Inside Galeão, departure desks are split into three sections: internal Brazilian flights from Sector A; Sectors B and C for international flights. Duty-free shops only accept US currency or credit cards – not Brazilian reís.
Santos Dumont airport (21/3814-7070) at the north end of the Parque de Flamengo in the city centre mainly handles the shuttle services to and from São Paulo. If you’re flying to Rio but changing planes in São Paulo you will almost certainly arrive at Galeão and not Santos Dumont. Ordinary taxis (yellow with a blue stripe) are readily available from outside the terminal but you risk being overcharged by drivers not willing to activate the meter if you’re obviously new to town – the fare should cost around R$35 to Copacabana. A less stressful option is to purchase a voucher from one of the radio-taxi stands within the terminal. You’ll be directed to your cab and will be charged a flat rate of R$45 to Copacabana or R$55 to Ipanema. Alternatively, cross the road and catch an ordinary bus from Avenida Marechal Câmara, which you can reach by taking the pedestrian walkway in front of the airport terminal: #438 to Ipanema and Leblon via Botafogo; #442 to Urca; #472 to Leme. For Copacabana, #484 goes from Avenida General Justo, over which the walkway also crosses.
Arrival | 
By bus
All major inter-city bus services arrive at the Rodoviária Novo Rio (21/3213-1800), 3km north of Centro in the São Cristovão bairro, close to the city’s dockside at the corner of Avenida Rodrigues Alves and Avenida Francisco Bicalho. International buses from Santiago, Buenos Aires, Montevideo and Asunción, among others, use this terminus, too. The rodoviária has two sides, one for departures, the other for arrivals: once through the gate at arrivals, either purchase a voucher for a taxi (about R$15 to Centro, R$30 to Copacabana or R$35 to Ipanema), catch an executivo air-conditioned bus along the coast towards Copacabana, Ipanema and Leblon (R$4; every half-hour from directly outside the arrivals side of the station), or cross the road to the ordinary bus terminal in Praça Hermes. Alternatively, go to platform 60 where you can catch the Itegração Expressa bus (#406A; R$3.50) to Largo do Machado metrô station from where you can transfer to a train towards Copacabana.
Leaving Rio by bus at weekends and peak times such as around Carnaval and Easter, it’s best to book two days in advance to popular in-state destinations, such as Búzios or Paraty. Most tickets can be bought from travel agents all over the city, while inside the main rodoviária, on both sides, upstairs and down, you’ll find the ticket offices of the various bus companies. You can reach the rodoviária on bus #104 from Centro, #127 or #128 from Copacabana, and #456, #171 or #172 from Flamengo.
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