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      For my dad, a dreamer who really did build a boat to sail around the world …
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      Life is full of surprises – you never know what might be round the corner. Some are good surprises, like when you find a chocolate
         bar in the bottom of your lunch box, hidden away beneath the cheese and pickle sandwiches. Some are not so good, like when
         all you find is a shrivelled-up stick of celery.
      

      
      Unless you happen to love celery, of course, but in my experience nobody does.

      
      Anyhow, life is full of surprises, today especially, because it is the first day of the new school year. We stand around the
         playground in little clumps, talking too fast, laughing, telling each other what we did in the holidays. Willow went to Cornwall
         and Beth went to Majorca. I went to Eastbourne for the day and, of course, it rained. Already the summer is fading, as if it never happened at all.
      

      
      ‘Daizy,’ Willow whispers, squeezing my arm. ‘Have you seen Ethan Miller? Whoa!’

      
      I sneak a look at Ethan, who is playing keepy-uppy with a tennis ball in a corner of the playground while his mates look on.
         Over the summer holidays, his hair has turned blond and sprouted startling vertical spikes. He is also really, really tanned.
         In a faintly orange sort of a way.
      

      
      ‘I heard he went to Florida in the holidays,’ Beth sighs, offering us each a stick of bubblegum. ‘He’s just soooo cool!’

      
      ‘Hot, you mean,’ Willow corrects her.

      
      If you ask me, Ethan Miller looks like he’s been playing with his mum’s fake tan, then had some kind of an accident involving
         a bottle of bleach before finally sticking his fingers into a plug socket.
      

      
      It’s not what I’d call a good look, but Beth and Willow think differently. Their eyes have gone all faraway and dreamy, as if they are looking at a cute little puppy instead of the slouchy, grouchy boy who once dropped a worm
         down the back of my school sweatshirt back in Year Three.
      

      
      It’s very worrying.

      
      ‘Be serious,’ I say. ‘This is Ethan Miller we are talking about.’

      
      ‘I know,’ Willow breathes, as if she has never seen him before. ‘I know.’

      
      So that is the first surprise of the day, and it is NOT good. My friends have a crush on the most annoying boy in the school.
         Scary.
      

      
      ‘Are you feeling OK?’ I ask Willow. ‘You look kind of… weird.’
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      ‘I feel kind of weird,’ she admits. ‘Every time Ethan looks at me, my tummy feels like it’s full of butterflies.’

      
      ‘He’s not looking at you,’ Beth snaps. ‘He’s looking at me. And butterflies are nothing… I feel all feverish and faint. My heart is racing.’

      
      ‘Perhaps it’s some kind of bug?’ I ask, and Beth scowls.

      
      ‘Look, Daizy,’ she says. ‘We’re Year Six, now. We’re not little kids any more, we are practically teenagers.’

      
      ‘We’re ten,’ I point out.

      
      ‘Exactly,’ she agrees. ‘Practically teenagers. We are growing up. Our emotions are in turmoil.’

      
      ‘They are?’

      
      ‘They are,’ Willow assures me. ‘We’ve got hormones too. I’ve read about them in your big sister’s magazines, Daizy. All those
         emotions and hormones are boiling away inside of us, like a big vat of school stew.’
      

      
      ‘Ewwww,’ I say.

      
      Willow and Beth sigh. ‘You wouldn’t understand,’ they say.

      
      They’re right – I don’t understand why anyone would go all mushy over a boy like Ethan Miller. I decide to take a look at
         my sister Becca’s magazines and find out more about this hormone-stew stuff. I hope it’s a temporary thing, because I’m not sure I can cope
         with a whole year of Beth and Willow acting all lovesick and gooey.
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      I decide to change the subject. ‘I can’t believe we are finally in Year Six,’ I say. ‘Just imagine! We’ve waited years for
         this. It’s exciting… like anything could happen!’
      

      
      Beth and Willow tear their eyes away from Ethan Miller, grudgingly.

      
      ‘Are you mad?’ Beth asks. ‘All that’ll happen is we that have to put up with a whole year of Miss Grimwood. Torture!’

      
      That shuts me up.

      
      Miss Grimwood has been teaching Year Six since the time of the dinosaurs. She has iron-grey hair and wears scratchy tweed suits and nylon blouses. Legend has it that she keeps a box of tissues on her desk because when
         she gets cross, she makes her pupils cry. Even the boys.
      

      
      Last term, she confiscated Murphy Malone’s red studded belt in the middle of the dinner hall, and when he complained that
         his trousers would fall down without it, she handed him a piece of string instead. Murphy said it was a violation of his human
         rights, but Miss Grimwood just laughed and dropped the belt in the bin, along with all the leftover chips and cabbage and
         rice pudding.
      

      
      I have seen Murphy this morning, and he is wearing cut-off skate shorts, red Converse trainers and a fringy skull-print scarf.
         I guess he is looking for a showdown with Miss Grimwood, which could be interesting.
      

      
      The bell rings, and we shuffle into unruly lines along the edge of the playground. I catch sight of my little sister, Pixie,
         with her shiny shoes and spindly plaits, trailing a skipping rope behind her. She waves, grinning her gap-toothed smile as she lines up with the other Year Two kids.
      

      
      Mr Smart, the head teacher, stands in front of us. ‘Welcome back to Stella Street Primary,’ he booms. ‘I hope you have all
         had a wonderful summer – and are ready to do your best in the year ahead!’
      

      
      We all stand a little straighter, except for Ethan Miller, who just smirks and swaggers and checks that his hair is still
         vertical.
      

      
      Mr Smart strides over to our line, narrowing his eyes. ‘Year Six, this is your last year of primary,’ he says. ‘I don’t need
         to tell you how important that is. I want you to make me proud.’
      

      
      I look along the row of teachers behind him for a glimpse of Miss Grimwood, but I can’t see her. Perhaps she is already in
         Room 12, writing long-division sums on the whiteboard?
      

      
      ‘There has been a change to staffing this year,’ Mr Smart continues. ‘Miss Grimwood is taking a gap year. She is spending
         the next twelve months running a beach bar on the Costa del Sol.’
      

      
      I nearly choke on my bubblegum. A half-blown bubble explodes, leaving strands of pink sticky stuff all over my nose.

      
      ‘A gap year?’ Willow blurts. ‘Isn’t that what students do?’

      
      ‘A beach bar?’ Beth echoes. ‘In the Costa del Sol?’

      
      ‘Miss Grimwood had hidden depths,’ Murphy Malone says, impressed. ‘Obviously.’

      
      I try to picture her in a leopard-print bikini, sipping cocktails on the beach, but my imagination fails me. I’m kind of glad
         about that.
      

      
      ‘This is your new teacher,’ Mr Smart booms. ‘Miss Moon…’

      
      Beth, Willow and I are wide-eyed. We haven’t had a new teacher at Stella Street Primary since… well, since forever.

      
      Miss Moon steps forward, grinning. She is young and pretty, with glossy auburn hair, green eyes and a mouth that seems to
         be smiling all the time. She is wearing dangly earrings and a green tunic dress over pale jeans. None of our other teachers ever wear jeans.
      

      
      Miss Grimwood taking a gap year in the Costa del Sol… that’s a surprise. But a new teacher who wears jeans and dangly earrings?
         That’s more of a miracle, really.
      

      
      ‘Pleased to meet you, Year Six,’ she says, and her voice is soft and kind and clear. ‘I think this year is going to be fun!’

      
      Suddenly, I do too.

      
   


End of sample
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