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      Beatrix Potter loved the countryside and she spent much of
         her otherwise conventional Victorian childhood drawing and studying animals. Her passion for the
         natural world lay behind the creation of her famous series of little books. A particular source of
         inspiration was the English Lake District where she lived for the last thirty years of her life as a
         farmer and land conservationist, working with the National Trust.
      

      She described The Tailor of Gloucester as her own favourite among her books. It was based on the true story of a tailor who left the unsewn pieces of a coat in his shop and found that the garment had been mysteriously finished for him in the night. It turned out that the real tailor’s assistants were his apprentices, but in Beatrix Potter’s version of the story the secret helpers are skilful little brown mice.
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            my dear freda,

            
            
            Because you are fond of fairy-tales, and have been ill, I
                    have made you a story all for yourself — a new one that nobody has read before.
         

            
            And the queerest thing about it is — that I heard it in
                    Gloucestershire, and that it is true — at least about the tailor, the waistcoat, and the “No more
                    twist!”
         

         

            
            Christmas, 1901
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End of sample
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    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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