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      How to Use this Family Guide

      This DK Family Guide is one of a series of illustrated travel-guide eBooks
        that is designed to help you and your family get the most from your holiday. With dozens of
        expert recommendations for sightseeing with kids, as well as detailed practical information,
        this eBook is ideal both for planning your trip and exploring on the go – browse essential
        practical and cultural information on your destination, check out the best things to see and
        do in each sightseeing area or simply tap through the guide and be inspired. 

      The best way to explore this eBook is to begin at the main table of
          contents. The first section of the guide (Introducing...) gives you all the
        essentials for planning a family holiday – including how to get there and around, health,
        insurance, money and communications – as well as a brief historical overview. Next comes the
        main sightseeing section (Exploring…), which is divided into areas and comprises
        “best of” features along with key sights and other attractions, accompanied by Kids’ Corners
        – quizzes, activities and fun facts designed to engage children in the story of each sight.
        Grey tabs* throughout this section take you to separate chapters at
        the end of the guide. These include: Eat and Drink; Where to Stay;
        sight-specific Practical Information; and More Things to Do, which suggests
        where to take your kids to run about (“Letting off Steam”) or shelter from the rain (“Take
        Cover”), sight-related downloads, apps, games and films (“Find out More”) and other places
        to visit (“Next Stop…”).

      Shorter contents lists appear at the start of every section in the
        guide, and throughout the sightseeing section, and are designed to make chapter navigation
        quick and easy. You can jump back to these by clicking on the chapter-heading links
        that sit with an arrow icon at the top of every article. 

      A simple map at the start of the Exploring… section identifies each area in
        the guide, and there are more detailed maps at the back of the eBook. Select the grey
        map tabs throughout the guide (entitled “Sights and Restaurants Map” and “Hotels Map”) to
        access these, and double-tap or click the maps to see larger-scale versions fill your
        screen.
      
      As you use this guide, you can create a personalized itinerary by
          bookmarking the sights, venues and activities that are of most interest, giving you
        the quickest possible access to everything you'll need to make the most of your time away. 

      Please note that due to software limitations on some devices, you may find
        some of our tab links will not function. If this should occur, we recommend navigating via
        the table of contents. 

      *The first time the grey tabs are used, it may be several seconds before they
        take you through to the next page. However, when they have been used once, the function
        speeds up. 

      
        Eat and Drink Price Guide

        
          Picnic: under €25; Snacks: €25–45; Real Meal: €45–90; Family
            treat: over €90 (based on a family of four) 

        

      

      
        
          Accommodation Price Guide

          The following price ranges are based on one night’s accommodation in
            high season for a family of four, inclusive of service charges and any additional taxes. 

          
            €: Under €200; €€: €200–500; €€€: over €500
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     < Introducing Paris

    The Best of Paris
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      Interior of the Galerie d’Apollon, Louvre

      

    

    
      Families are spoilt for choice in Paris. The city is bursting with history and culture, from ancient monuments to modern art, but is also full of fantastic cake shops and cafés, carousels and marionettes. “Paris in the Spring” is a time-honoured saying, but actually this is a city for all seasons as far as families are concerned, with events and activities to delight and entertain young and old at any time of the year.

    

    

    
      Paris in a weekend

      The best and easiest introduction to the sights on the first day is a tour on an open-top bus. Afterwards, take a stroll around Notre-Dame and watch the street entertainers before an early dinner – you have a busy time ahead of you.

      Start Saturday with a cruise along the Seine. Buy goodies for a picnic lunch on Ile St-Louis, and eat in the garden of the 
						Square du Vert-Galant which juts out into the river.

      Walk across to the Louvre to meet the mummies and Mona Lisa. Then watch the sun set from the top of the Arc de Triomphe before dinner at the Drugstore Publicis, a Paris institution. On Sunday, be just like a real Parisian family and unwind in the Jardin du Luxembourg while the kids ride its magical carousel. Have lunch at Bread and Roses before enjoying an afternoon of breathtaking art in the Musée d’Orsay.

      Finally comes the highlight of the tour – a trip up the Eiffel Tower. Saving it for last on the agenda means the kids will have great fun spotting all the places they have been.
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        View of the Arc de Triomphe from Avenue Marceau

        

      

    

    

    
      Paris in a week

      Get your bearings on arrival with a tour of the sights on an open-top bus. Another perfect way to get a feel of the city is on a cruise along the Seine, especially at twilight, perhaps at the end of your first day.

      Allow a good half-day for exploring Ile de la Cité and its star attraction, Notre-Dame. At lunchtime you can graze your way along the main street of Ile St-Louis. Another district not to be missed is Montmartre, with its artists, its own vineyard and the stunning Sacré-Coeur. You could easily spend an entire afternoon in the Louvre, the world’s biggest museum. Decide in advance what and where your “must-sees” are, and focus on them. Do not miss the Impressionist masterpieces of Musée d’Orsay; perhaps combined with some fresh air in the nearby Jardin du Luxembourg. Allow half a day for one of the world’s best military museums, including a visit to Napoleon’s tomb, in Les Invalides, and take a day trip out to the splendid Château de Versailles built by Louis XIV.

      On a Sunday, stroll through the streets of the Marais, one of Paris’s most historic districts.

      If you need a break from cultural sightseeing, visit the cutting-edge aquarium, Cinéaqua, or the old-fashioned amusement park of Jardin d’Acclimatation.

      And no family trip to Paris should end without heading to the top of the Eiffel Tower.

    

    

    
      Paris season-by-season

      Paris is lovely in the spring. Kids will adore the funfair in the Bois de Vincennes and the shops are full of chocolate fish for April Fool’s Day and spectacular Easter eggs.

      In summer, the Seine’s Right Bank turns into a beach, with sand, deckchairs and open-air events. On 14 July, there is a big military parade along the Champs-Elysées, a fly-past and fabulous late-night fireworks.

      It is usually still warm enough in autumn to eat lunch outside, and easier to tour the museums and art galleries as there are less tourists about.

      At Christmas there are ice skating rinks and decorations. Many hotels have special events for families, where Père Noël might drop in.

    

    

    
      Paris on a budget

      There are plenty of ways to enjoy the city on a budget. Start by exploring the heart of ancient Paris, the Ile de la Cité and Ile St-Louis. Notre-Dame is free to visit and it is a quintessential Paris pleasure just to stroll along the quaysides soaking up the atmosphere.

      If you only visit one museum in Paris, it should be the Louvre. Under 18s are admitted free, and, on the first Sunday of the month, there is no charge for adults. This is the case for most public museums. The Paris Museum Pass (see Opening hours) cuts costs too, and can be used as many times as you wish, in more than 55 museums including the Louvre, Musée d’Orsay, Centre Pompidou and parts of the Château de Versailles, without queuing. It is ideal for families as it makes short visits to museums cost-effective.

      There are plenty of places where kids can let off steam, including the beautiful Jardin des Tuileries, where the playground is free. They are also perfect places for a picnic. Paris is full of inexpensive bakeries and street markets that sell top-class food at reasonable prices, so eating well on a budget will never be a problem.

      To keep accommodation costs down, consider renting an apartment, or opt for one of the family-friendly Accor Group Hotels such as Hotel Baltimore.

    

    

    
      Culture vultures

      Nearly all museums in Paris have children’s workshops and activity programmes. The city’s museums and galleries are all on the “school trip circuit” and so are used to accommodating kids as young as three years old. There are even museums especially for children, such as the Musée en Herbe which introduces kids to the art world, and the Cité des Enfants, part of the cutting-edge science museum Cité des Sciences et de l’Industrie at 
						Parc de La Villette. For art lovers, the big draw is the Impressionist paintings in the Musée d’Orsay, but the city is also full of smaller galleries. Some studios where now-famous artists lived and worked are open as museums and great to visit with kids.

      History buffs will be in paradise. Paris has some excellent Roman remains and the Louvre has one of the best Egyptology collections in the world. Visiting the places where the key events in the French Revolution happened brings history to life, and marching determinedly like Napoleon through Les Invalides must be a boy’s idea of heaven.

      For mini ballerinas a trip to Opéra Garnier is a must, at least for a twirl down the staircase, but, if the budget allows, do see a show as well. There is plenty, too, for musical and theatrical kids, with concerts and opera, puppet shows and children’s theatre.

    

    

    
      The great outdoors

      Paris is a wonderful city for walking and is full of great parks. The way to feel like a real Parisian is to watch the kids sailing a wooden boat in the Jardin des Tuileries or Jardin du Luxembourg, or riding on the city’s merry-go-rounds.

      For adults, there is nothing to beat strolling around the Ile de la Cité and Ile St-Louis in the moonlight, or as the sun sets on a summer evening, and it little more romantic than picnicking on the Pont des Arts.

      For children, there is more fun to be had on a boat cruise along the Seine. Or, in high summer, splashing, building sandcastles and playing boules at 
						Paris-Plages, cycling in the 
						Bois de Boulogne or meeting farm animals in the Bois de Vincennes.

      A day trip to the Château de Versailles need not be all about sumptuous interiors and great historical events – the gardens are magnificent. Pack a picnic and escape from the city, Marie-Antoinette-style.

      A wilder alternative lies just to the south of Paris, where the vast forest of Fontainebleau is a rock-climber’s paradise and surrounded by lovely countryside.

    

    

    
      Paris from on high

      Nothing beats gazing down on what is one of the most beautiful cities in the world. The most obvious place from which to do this is the Eiffel Tower. The view is at its best in the early morning, on a clear day, when you will see not just the stunning Parisian skyline but up to 72 km (45 miles) around. Closer to the ground, but no less of an adventure, is the tethered hot-air balloon in the Parc André Citroën.

      Children will enjoy climbing up the towers of Notre-Dame and pretending to be Quasimodo, as well as the funicular ride up to Montmartre’s Sacré-Coeur, the highest point in Paris.

      The best place from which to watch the sun set is Tour Montparnasse, the tallest building in the city. You can see the planes taking off at Orly airport and then the lights of Paris start to twinkle like magic. But a sunset view from the top of the Arc de Triomphe has a magic all of its own.

    

    

    
      Gourmet treats

      Paris’s colourful street markets are an appetizing education for all the family. Among the best are classy Rue Cler and bohemian Rue Mouffetard. Sunday mornings are a good time to visit. Everything is in perfect condition, from pâtisserie to paté to spongy cheese. Choose whatever takes your fancy, grab a baguette, and head for any of the city’s countless picnic spots.

      Paris is perfect if you have a sweet tooth (and what kid doesn’t?). Indulge in multicoloured macaroons at 
						Ladurée or try a mouthwatering Victor-Hugo at 
						Béchu. Au Panetier, near the Bourse, is a stunning Art Deco bakery famous for its financiers – almond cakes that look like gold bars. But above all else, treat the kids to an ice cream from the legendary 
						Berthillon on Ile St-Louis.

      
        Place de la Madeleine is a foodie mecca, with Fauchon and Hédiard, two gourmet grocers, and specialist shops for mustard, caviar and truffles – both the chocolate kind and the real thing.

      The city’s luxury hotels are keen to welcome young gourmets. French President Nicolas Sarkozy dines with his teenage son at 
						114 Faubourg at Le Bristol just up the road from the Palais de l’Elysée. Hôtel Crillon is popular with wealthy Parisian families for Saturday and Sunday brunch. The brunch at the Trianon Palace is packed with local families as well, and the fabulous spread of food is something to be seen. The Plaza Athénée has a fairytale restaurant, run by Alain Ducasse. It is great for a special-occasion tea, with its gorgeous range of children’s cakes, including pre-order birthday cakes.
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        Terrace of Fauchon, one of the grand food shops in Place de la Madeleine

        

      

    

  
     < Introducing Paris

    Paris Through the Year
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      The colourful Foire du Trône, Bois de Vincennes

      

    

    
      Paris is a delight in the springtime, when blossom covers the trees, but it can get very busy at this time of year. The autumn colours are equally beautiful and the sun is usually still warm enough for lunch outdoors. Big events such as Bastille Day, Paris-Plages and the end of the Tour de France fill the summer, though the city is at its quietest in August, when Parisian families take their holidays. Restaurants and shops in some areas close, but there are hotel bargains to be had. Finally, winter is a sparkling affair in the “City of Light”.

    

    

    
      Spring

      This is an excellent time to visit Paris with children, as the spring flowers, the cherry blossom and the lengthening days bring the city’s parks back to life. It is a good time to explore on foot; sunny spells and breezy days are the perfect weather for city sightseeing before the warmer summer days to come. Bring an umbrella, as the chance of an April shower is high; the air can be chilly, too, so pack clothes that can be layered. Spring is the most popular season for visiting the city, so book well in advance.

      

      
        March

        A big draw for children in the period up to Easter is the mouthwatering array of chocolate creations on display. Paris boasts some of the best chocolatiers in the world, and this time of the year gives them the chance to show off their skills. The shops are full of chocolate bells, Easter eggs and April Fool’s Day fish. No bells are rung on Good Friday or Easter Saturday. Legend has it that all the church bells fall silent on Good Friday and fly off to Rome, only to return on Easter Sunday. On Saturday night, children place nests on their balconies and in their gardens. They wake to find them full of chocolate eggs that are said to have been brought from Rome by the bells.

        Hunt for Easter eggs in Galeries Lafayette or in the grounds of the lovely Château de Vaux-le-Vicomte just outside Paris, which has lots of special Easter events for children. On Good Friday, the Archbishop of Paris walks from the bottom of Montmartre up to the cathedral of Sacré-Coeur as he performs the Stations of the Cross. Bear in mind, most shops and many restaurants will be closed on Easter Sunday and Monday, although not usually Good Friday.

        The big family attraction this month is the opening of the giant funfair, the Foire du Trône, in the Bois de Vincennes, which begins at the end of March and continues until late May. It has its origins in a festival over 1,000 years old. There are plenty of rides, candy floss and fairground fun.

      

      

      
        April

        A victim of April Fool’s Day, on 1 April, is known as a Poisson d’Avril (April Fish) in France. Kids make paper fish and try to stick them on the backs of as many people as possible without being caught. And shop windows glitter with shoals of silver-foil-wrapped chocolate sardines.

        The Paris International Marathon, raced from Place de la Concorde to Avenue Foch, takes in many of the city’s major sights so, wherever you are in Paris, you are likely to see fancy-dressed charity runners and toned elite competitors pounding out the course. Bring a picnic to a course of a different kind at Dimanches au Galop (Sundays at the Races). There are pony rides and behind-the-scenes tours, as well as the thrill of the horse races, at the hippodromes d’Auteuil and Longchamp, and admission is free.

      

      

      
        May

        For culture vultures, the museums stay open late during La Nuit des Musées one Saturday in mid-May. For sports fans, the French Open, at Stade Roland Garros is an unmissable, star-studded Grand Slam tennis tournament. There is a lot of family fun at the Fête du Pain bread-making festival, during which a giant oven is set up in front of Notre-Dame. This is the busiest tourist month of the year but also the one when the city lives up to all its loveliest movie clichés.

      

      

      
        Dimanches au Galop
        
          www.dimanchesaugalop.com
        
      

      
        Fête du Pain
        
          www.fetedupain.com
        
      

      
        Foire du Trône
        
          www.foiredutrone.com
        
      

      
        French Open
        
          www.rolandgarros.com
        
      

      
        La Nuit des Musées
        
          www.nuitdesmusees.culture.fr
        
      

      
        Paris International Marathon
        
          www.parismarathon.com
        
      

    

    

    
      Summer

      Summer months are full of festivities but, just as the season reaches its peak, the city empties out while the locals take their holidays. It is a good time to visit with kids as the streets are at their quietest, although some restaurants and shops close during August, especially in residential districts.

      The big attraction for kids is Paris-Plages – spots along the Right Bank of the Seine are transformed into sandy beaches, where it is possible to build a sandcastle with a view of Notre-Dame.

      The city can feel like a huge, open-air museum, but there is a rare tranquillity away from the tourist hot spots. July and August can get very hot, so be sure to reserve a hotel room with air-conditioning, but August is also the wettest month of the year, due to occasional short, sharp thunderstorms.

      

      
        June

        On 21 June, Paris celebrates the summer solstice with the Fête de la Musique, when music is played in the streets, in cafés and in bars. Les Pestacles, meanwhile, is a music fest just for kids, held from June to September on Wednesdays in the Parc Floral of the Bois de Vincennes. A huge draw for kids is the annual funfair, the Fête des Tuileries, which runs from end-June to end-August in the 
							Jardin des Tuileries. It offers a giant Ferris wheel and fairground rides. There is more fun to be had at l’Eté du Canal, along the Canal de l’Ourcq and at the Bassin de la Villette from July to August. There are shows, boat trips, exhibitions and games for families.

      

      

      
        July

        It is party time from now until mid-August, at Paris-Plages along the Seine and by the Canal de l’Ourcq, when fine sand, deck-chairs, parasols, “beach” cafés and street theatre replace the traffic.

        On 14 July – Bastille Day, as France’s Fête Nationale is usually known – Paris celebrates the French Revolution with a huge military parade down the Champs-Elysées, a fly-past, street fairs and late-night fireworks. Make sure to get a place on the route in good time. Later in the month it is the turn of bikes to whizz down the Champs-Elysées, at the finish of the gruelling Tour de France race. At a slightly slower pace, waiters bearing trays of bottles and glasses race off from the 
							Hôtel de Ville for the 8-km (5-mile) Course des Garçons de Café in late June or early July.
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          Approaching the finish of the Tour de France, on the Champs-Elysées

          

        

      

      

      
        August

        This is the ideal time to cruise along the river or picnic in a park. It is also a good time to take day trips out of the city, as many commuters are on holiday so public transport and roads are less crowded.

        At the end of the month, the Fête au Bois de Boulogne offers more family fairground fun, and during Le Cinéma en Plein Air, Parc de la Villette becomes a free open-air cinema showing everything from cartoons to classics. Bring a picnic, and a blanket in case the evening turns cool.

      

      

      
        Le Cinema en Plein Air
        
          www.villette.com
        
      

      
        Course des Garçons de Café
        
          www.waitersrace.com
        
      

      
        L’Eté du Canal, L’Ourcq en Fête
        
          www.tourisme93.com
        
      

      
        Fête au Bois de Boulogne
        
          www.lafeteaubois.com
        
      

      
        Fête de la Musique
        
          www.fetedelamusique.culture.fr
        
      

      
        Fête des Tuileries
        
          www.feteforaine–jardindestuileries.com
        
      

      
        Fête Nationale
        
          www.parisinfo.com
        
      

      
        Les Pestacles
        
          www.lespestacles.fr
        
      

      
        Tour de France
        
          www.letour.fr
        
      

    

    

    
      Autumn

      Festivals and events abound now, as Parisians return home with a burst of renewed energy and prepare for La Rentrée, as the “Back to School” season is known. It is a great time to visit with kids as the sun is still warm and one can comfortably eat outside at lunchtime. In October the city is a riot of autumn colours, perfect for strolling along the banks of the Seine and in the city’s parks.

      On weekdays in autumn, the city’s hotels get very booked up with trade and fashion shows, but there are bargains to be had at the weekend, especially in September. Queues at museums and other sights are much shorter and there are plenty of activities for kids during October school holidays.

      

      
        September

        On the Journées du Patrimoine (European Heritage Days) all sorts of normally inaccessible buildings are open to the public, including the Palais de l’Elysée, the official home of the French President. The other main cultural event this month is the Festival d’Automne, a celebration of modern music, theatre, ballet, cinema and art. In complete contrast, Famillathlon is a lively family sports day, staged in the Champ-de-Mars one Sunday towards the end of the month.

      

      

      
        October

        During the Fête des Vendanges, the wine harvest is celebrated in the tiny vineyard of Montmartre, while honey takes centre stage at the Fête du Miel in the 
							Jardin du Luxembourg.

        On La Nuit Blanche, in the last week of September or the first week of October, museums, monuments, cinemas, parks and even swimming pools stay open all night. Mon Premier Festival, a children’s film festival, has showings in all Paris cinemas, while, for budding scientists, there is the Fête de la Science, which takes place at a different institution every year.

      

      

      
        November

        On 11 November 1918, the guns of World War I fell silent. To mark the date, blue cornflowers are worn and the President lays a wreath at the 
							Arc de Triomphe.

        Now’s a good time to explore the city’s museums but, if out and about in the cold, kids can warm up with a cup of rich hot chocolate, while the grown-ups might enjoy a glass of Beaujolais Nouveau, launched on the third Thursday of the month.

      

      

      
        Famillathlon
        
          www.famillathlon.org
        
      

      
        Festival d’Automne
        
          www.festival-automne.com
        
      

      
        Fête du Miel
        
          www.la-sca.net
        
      

      
        Fête de la Science
        
          www.fetedelascience.fr
        
      

      
        Fête des Vendanges
        
          www.fetedesvendangesdemontmartre.com
        
      

      
        Journées du Patrimoine
        
          www.journeesdupatrimoine.culture.fr
        
      

      
        Mon Premier Festival
        
          www.monpremierfestival.org
        
      

      
        La Nuit Blanche
        
          www.paris.fr
        
      

    

    

    
      Winter

      The skies may be grey but there is plenty of tinsel in town. There are skating rinks, Nativity cribs, fairy lights, Christmas trees, magical window displays and an array of seasonal food, such as bûches de Noël (chocolate logs).

      It is a fun time to visit Disneyland Resort Paris, which has lots of special events, but be sure to wrap up warm. Many restaurants close on Christmas Day, so opt for self-catering or a hotel with its own restaurant. The French enjoy their blow-out meal late on Christmas Eve, feasting on oysters and foie gras.

      

      
        December

        Get into the festive spirit by taking to the ice. Paris’s two most thrilling outdoor rinks are at the Hôtel de Ville, especially when it is lit up at night, and on the enchanted terrace on the first level of the Eiffel Tower, with wonderful views of the city 57 m (187 ft) below.

        The 11pm Christmas Eve carol service at Notre-Dame is a magical event. On New Year’s Eve, make merry with the crowds along the Champs-Elysées.

      

      

      
        January

        In the run-up to the Fête des Rois (Epiphany) on 6 January, pâtisseries sell a sweet puff pastry pie, a galette des rois, with a tiny porcelain figure inside. Whoever gets it in their slice wins the right to wear a gold crown (sold with the cake) for the day, and be king or queen. For Chinese New Year, in late January or early February, parades, dragons and firecrackers fill the streets of the 13th arrondissement.

      

      

      
        February

        The Carnaval de Paris has been brightening up the late winter since the Middle Ages with music, dancing and lots of fun. The parade departs from Place Gambetta at 3pm for the Hôtel de Ville.

        
          [image: Family Guide]
          Chalkboard announcing the arrival of the new Beaujolais, Café de l’Industrie

          

        

      

      

      
        Carnaval de Paris
        
          http://carnaval-paris.org
        
      

    

    
      

      Events in Paris

      For a full list of events, visit:

      
        Paris Convention and Visitors Bureau
        
          www.parisinfo.com
        
      

      

      French school holidays

      Though staggered, holidays are always two weeks in Feb; two weeks in Apr; all of Jul–Aug; two weeks in Oct/early Nov; and two weeks over Christmas. During school holidays, few museums have extended opening hours. Some museums and galleries host activities on Wednesdays, when primary school kids have time off.

      

      Public holidays

      
        New Year’s Day (1 Jan)

      
        Easter Monday (late Mar/Apr)

      
        Labour Day (1 May)

      
        VE Day (8 May)

      
        Ascension Day (6th Thu after Easter)

      
        Pentecost (2nd Mon after Ascension)

      
        Bastille Day (14 Jul)

      
        Assumption (15 Aug)

      
        All Saints’ Day (1 Nov)

      
        Remembrance Day (11 Nov)

      
        Christmas Day (25 Dec)
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      Travellers waiting in the departure lounge, Roissy Charles-de-Gaulle Airport

      

    

    
      Paris is an important air hub, and direct flights from around the world serve its two main international airports. Paris is also a major hub of Europe’s high-speed rail network, including Eurostar from London, Thalys from Brussels, Amsterdam and Cologne, and high-speed TGVs from Geneva and Frankfurt and most larger French cities. Many major motorways converge here from neighbouring countries including, via the Channel Tunnel, the United Kingdom.

    

    

    
      Arriving by air

      
        Air France is the main French airline. From the UK, British Airways, British Midland, Flybe, bmibaby, easyJet and Jet2 fly regularly to Paris. Ryanair flies to Beauvais-Tillé airport, from Scotland and Ireland.

      From the USA there are regular direct flights on American, United, Continental and Delta. Air Canada also has direct flights as does Qantas from Australia and New Zealand.

      Flight times to Paris average an hour from London and 90 minutes from Dublin. Montreal is 7 hours, New York is 8 hours, Los Angeles is 12 hours and Sydney is 23 hours.

      

      
        Aer Lingus
        
          www.aerlingus.com
        
      

      
        Air Canada
        
          www.aircanada.ca
        
      

      
        Air France
        
          www.airfrance.fr
        
      

      
        American Airlines
        
          www.aa.com
        
      

      
        BmiBaby
        
          www.bmibaby.com
        
      

      
        British Airways
        
          www.ba.com
        
      

      
        British Midland
        
          www.flybmi.com
        
      

      
        Continental
        
          www.continental.com
        
      

      
        Delta
        
          www.delta.com
        
      

      
        easyJet
        
          www.easyjet.com
        
      

      
        Flybe
        
          www.flybe.com
        
      

      
        Jet2
        
          www.jet2.com
        
      

      
        Qantas
        
          www.qantas.com
        
      

      
        Ryanair
        
          www.ryanair.com
        
      

      
        United
        
          www.united.com
        
      

    

    

    
      Airports

      Paris airports have good facilities for families, including free play areas, Playstations, baby-changing areas and buggy loan.

      

      
        Roissy Charles-de-Gaulle (CDG)

        Most international flights arrive at Roissy Charles-de-Gaulle, 30 km (19 miles) northeast of Paris. It has three terminals, two of which – T1 and T2 – are linked by a driverless train. The best option for travelling into the city will depend on which part of Paris is your destination.

        The RER line B is the fastest route into the centre, about 40 minutes, stopping at Gare du Nord, Châtelet–Les Halles, St-Michel–Notre-Dame and Luxembourg. Trains run every 15 minutes from 4:58am to 11:58pm. The RER station is within walking distance of T3.

        
          Air France buses run daily every 15 minutes from 6am to 11pm from both terminals with links to Métro Etoile (40 minutes); and from 6am to 10:30pm to Gare de Lyon and Gare Montparnasse (50 minutes). The RATP Roissybus runs daily every 15–20 minutes from 5:45am to 11pm to Opera Garnier, and is the easiest option if you are travelling to the Grands Boulevards area.

        A taxi from CDG to central Paris takes between 30 minutes and an hour, and costs over €60, with a minibus for a large family up to €100. The VEA bus, which can be booked online, is a frequent and direct shuttle to Disneyland Resort Paris.

      

      

      
        Orly (ORY)

        Domestic and international flights arrive at the airport’s two terminals 18 km (11 miles) south of the city. Air France buses leave from both terminals every 30 minutes from 6am to 11:40pm and stop at Invalides and Montparnasse. The Orlybus runs to Denfert-Rochereau (about 30 minutes) every 15–20 minutes from 6am to 11:50pm Mon–Fri, and until 12:50am on weekends. Orlyval is an automatic metro link from both terminals, and connects with RER line B at Métro Anthony. Taxis take about 45 minutes – expect to pay €40 or more. The VEA bus links direct to Disneyland Resort Paris.

        
          [image: Family Guide]
          The Orlyval train connects Orly Airport to the Métro system

          

        

      

      

      
        Beauvais-Tillé

        Beauvais, 70 km (44 miles) north of Paris, is used by charter flights and some budget carriers like Ryanair. Buses depart for Porte Maillot 15–30 minutes after each arrival, and leave Porte Maillot for the airport 3 hours and 15 minutes prior to departure. There is also a VEA bus service to Disneyland Resort Paris.

      

      

      
        
        3950 (within France); 330170363950 (from outside France); www.aeroportsdeparis.fr

      
        Orlyval
        
          www.orlyval.com
        
      

      
        Air France buses
        0892350820; www.lescarsairfrance.com

      
        RER trains
        3246 (within France); www.ratp.fr

      
        RATP Roissy/Orly bus
        3246 (within France); 0892684114; www.ratp.fr

      
        VEA
        
          www.vea.fr
        
      

    

    

    
      Arriving by rail

      The easiest way to get to Paris from within France and from Belgium, Holland, western Germany and southern Britain is by train. There are even special family carriages on Eurostar, which also has a direct service to Disneyland Resort Paris.

      Via the vast network of TGV and SNCF routes, Gare d’Austerlitz serves central and southwest France and Spain; Gare de Bercy connects with Italy and eastern Spain, and also Burgundy. Gare de l’Est links to eastern France, Germany, Switzerland and Luxembourg, and Gare de Lyon has connections to southeastern France, Languedoc-Roussillon, Rhône-Alpes, the Riviera and Geneva. Trains for Brittany, western and southwestern France leave from Gare Montparnasse, and for Normandy from Gare St-Lazare. Gare du Nord has Eurostar connections to London St Pancras, the Channel ports and northeast France. There are also high-speed Thalys connections to Germany, Belgium and Holland.

      
        [image: Family Guide]
        Ice-cream stand at the Eurostar terminal, Gare du Nord

        

      

      

      
        Eurostar
        
          www.eurostar.com
        
      

      
        TGV & SNCF
        3635; www.sncf.com

      
        Thalys
        
          www.thalys.com
        
      

    

    

    
      Arriving by car

      If you are driving to Paris, factor in the cost of motorway tolls, and bring your driving licence and the car’s registration and insurance papers. Major motorways link Paris to all Europe’s neighbouring cities, with no border controls. The Périphérique ring road runs around the city; the exits lead to portes, or gates, which open into the city.

      If driving from the UK, the best option may be Eurotunnel, as it can cut the journey time and is not affected by bad sea conditions. SeaFrance and P&O sail to Calais, and Irish Ferries from Rosslare to Cherbourg and Roscoff.

      There is plenty of parking in central Paris, but it is still advisable to reserve a parking space through Parkings de Paris.

      

      
        Eurotunnel
        
          www.eurotunnel.com
        
      

      
        Irish Ferries
        
          www.irishferries.com
        
      

      
        P&O
        
          www.poferries.com
        
      

      
        SeaFrance
        
          www.seafrance.com
        
      

      
        Parkings de Paris
        
          www.parkingsdeparis.com
        
      

    

    

    
      Arriving by coach

      The main coach operator to Paris is Eurolines. International coach services arrive at Gare Routière Internationale de Paris-Gallieni at Porte de Bagnolet in eastern Paris. From here, take Métro line 3 to change to the line you need.

      

      
        Eurolines
        0892899091 (within France); 08705143219 (from the UK); www.eurolines.com

      
        Gare Routière Internationale de Paris-Gallieni
        28 Ave du Général de Gaulle, 93170 Bagnolet; 0892899091

    

    

  
     < Introducing Paris

    Getting Around Paris

    
      [image: Family Guide]
      Scootering under the Eiffel Tower

      

    

    
      Paris has an excellent public transport system. The Métro is fast, efficient and extensive, although, for a family, buses are by far the easiest way to get about and offer great views of major sights into the bargain. Paris is a compact city that is a pleasure to explore on foot, just so long as a buggy is available when little ones get tired. Driving in the city centre is not recommended, and even far-flung sights can be reached by RER or SNCF rail services.

    

    

    
      Buses and trams

      Buses run from 6:30am to 8:30pm, with some routes running until 12:30am. A few routes have a night service. There are limited services on Sundays and public holidays. Some routes are very scenic, notably the 29, 69, 95 and 96. On boarding, tickets must be punched in the box next to the driver. Three modern tram lines operate in the suburbs. A bus map is available online and in Métro stations. The RATP public transport company website is a useful resource for journey planning.

    

    

    
      Métro and RER

      Métro trains run from 5:30am until 1am the next day, and till 2:15am on Fridays and Saturdays. The 16 individual lines are numbered, and signposted for the terminus in each direction. Métro stations are easily identified by their logo, a large, circled M, and some of them have charming Art Nouveau entrances.

      The suburban rail service, the RER, also runs from 5:30–1am through Paris and into the suburbs. The lines are named by letters of the alphabet. Each line has branches, and each branch is numbered (C1, C2, etc). Within the city, the RER is faster than the Métro, but stations are further apart. The RER really excels for trips out of town, especially to the Château de Versailles and Disneyland Resort Paris, and for airport connections. RER stations all display the logo RER in blue on a white background, in a blue circle.

      Suburban destinations are also served by the national rail network SNCF. When using an SNCF service you must punch your ticket in the yellow composteur machine on the platform before you board the train.

      Both Métro and RER lines are identified by colour, but on maps the RER lines are bolder. Maps can be found inside all stations. Signs on all platforms indicate the direction by naming the final destination of the line, and display the number of the metro line or the letter of the RER. Within Paris, RER line C links the 
						Eiffel Tower with Notre-Dame.

      Double, side-by-side buggies are impossible to use on Parisian public transport. Quick-folding buggies will make life considerably easier on the Métro, which has entrance gates that are difficult to negotiate with small children, and lots of steps. If you have two small children, it is best to use a buggy with seats one behind the other. On Métro trains watch out for the doors, which spring open and close rapidly. Be aware, if you have small children, that certain stations, notably Montparnasse–Bienvenüe, involve a lot of walking. If you happen to travel on the driverless line 14, be sure to take the front carriage so that the kids can play at being a train driver.

      

      

      
      
        [image: FG]
      

      

      
        Buses, Trams, Métro, RER & RATP
        3246; www.ratp.fr

      
        SNCF
        3635; www.sncf.fr

    

    

    
      Tickets

      The same tickets are valid for the Métro, RER in zone 1 and buses in zones 1 and 2. They are also valid for the Montmartre funicular. Single tickets are sold in Métro stations, at news stands and in tobacconists (look for the red, lozenge-shaped tabac sign), but a block of 10, a carnet, available at Métro stations, is more economical. Children over four years old must have a child ticket. At 10 years an adult ticket is required. Each ticket is valid for 90 minutes, no matter how many transfers are made, but cannot be used for transfers between buses and the Métro system. There are on-the-spot inspections, so hang on to your tickets. Tourist travel passes, called Paris Visite, are available for adults and children, giving unlimited travel on the Métro, buses and RER within Paris for between one and five days. However, they are only worth buying if you plan to use public transport extensively. For more information consult the Office du Tourisme et des Congrès de Paris website.

      

      
        Paris Convention and Visitors Bureau
        
          www.parisinfo.com
        
      

    

    

    
      Driving

      It is not necessary – or ideal – to have a car to get around the city. If you do bring your own car to Paris you will need your driving licence, plus its registration and insurance documents. Carry these with you at all times when driving.

      While RER and SNCF will get you to most out-of-town destinations covered in this guide, car hire is a useful option for exploring the countryside around Fontainebleau. Expect to pay €100–150 per day. The best deals are online, booked and paid for in advance, and all the main companies have offices in Paris. To hire a car, you will have to show a valid driving licence and passport, and most firms require a credit card. International driving licences are not needed for drivers from the EU, North America, Australia or New Zealand.

      The French drive on the right and must yield to traffic merging from the right, except for cars already on a roundabout, which have right of way. The exception to this is the Arc de Triomphe, where cars must give way to those coming from the right on any one of the 12 roads that enter it. There are no road markings here, either, so a twirl around the famous arch will test your driving skills to the limit. Children under 10 must not travel in the front seat but backwards-facing baby seats are allowed. Bring seat belt adjusters for young children.

      

      
        Ada
        0825169169; www.ada.fr

      
        Avis
        0821230760; www.avis.fr

      
        Budget
        0825003564; www.budget.fr

      
        easyCar
        
          www.easycar.com
        
      

      
        Europcar
        0825358358; www.europcar.fr

      
        Hertz
        0825861861; www.hertz.fr

      
        Rent-a-Car
        0891700200; www.rentacar.fr

    

    

    
      Taxis

      Taxis can be hailed on the street but may not stop. Station de taxis or taxi ranks are marked with a blue sign. A white or green light on the taxi roof means it is available. Rates are based on the zone and time of day and there is a basic flag-fall charge as well, plus an additional charge for luggage. Many taxis will take up to two adults and two children only. There is no need to tip, but rounding up the fare is expected. A lot of drivers seem to have been inspired by the cult Luc Besson-scripted Taxi movie, so fasten your seatbelts!
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        Taxis at a taxi rank outside Gare du Nord

        

      

      

      
        Airport taxis
        0141504250; www.taxiparisien.fr

      
        Alpha
        0145858585; www.alphataxis.fr

      
        Central taxi switchboard
        0145303030; passengers with reduced mobility: 0147390091

      
        Chauffeur Services Paris
        0180400086
        0668561688; www.csparis.com (services include stretch limos and tours)

      
        Taxis Bleus
        0891701010; www.taxis-bleus.com

    

    

    
      Walking

      The main sights of central Paris are so close together that adults will be tempted to walk from one to another. However, an exhausted, fractious child soon takes the fun out of a stroll. Bring a pushchair, even if the children have almost outgrown it, or hop on a bus. Be extra vigilant when crossing roads, and never assume that even a clearly marked pedestrian crossing will be respected.

      

      
        Not a Tourist Destination
        0171509797; www.notatouristdestination.com

      
        Paris Walking Tours
        0148092140; www.paris-walks.com

    

    

    
      Parking

      There are numerous municipal car parks, most of which are open 24 hours a day, but which can cost up to €20 per day. Street parking is cheaper, but scarce, and you can expect to get a few bumps and scrapes. Street parking is often free over the weekend, after 7pm and in August, which is probably the only good time to have a car in Paris, as the city is relatively quiet. Never park where signs read Parking (Stationnement) Interdit, across delivery bays (marked Livraison) or on a taxi rank, as your car may be towed away. If this does happen, go to the nearest police station. Expect to pay a fine as well as a charge for every day the car is held.

      

      
        Parkings de Paris
        
          www.parkingsdeparis.com
        
      

    

    

    
      By bike

      Paris is an easy city to cycle in as it is generally flat, relatively small and has over 400 km (250 miles) of cycle lanes. Vélib is the municipal bike-hire scheme. The bikes are only for use by over 14s, however, and require a credit card with chip and pin. The website has a downloadable map of cycle lanes and details of when certain streets are pedestrianized. If there is a cycle lane you must use it or risk a fine. If you have small children, take to two wheels on Sundays and public holidays, when streets are pedestrianized in the scheme “Paris Respire”. If you feel that cycling with kids in a strange city is too risky, consider hiring bikes in the safe settings of the Bois de Boulogne or Bois de Vincennes. But if you still want to see the sights on two wheels, the best option is a guided tour by bike.

      

      
        Bike About Tours
        0618808492; www.bikeabouttours.com (private family tours available)

      
        Fat Tire Bike Tours
        
          www.fattirebiketours.com
         (also offers 4-hour Segway tours)

      
        Gepetto et Vélo
        59 Rue Cardinal Lemoine, 75005; 0156581054; www.gepetto-et-velos.com

      
        Paris à Vélo C’est Sympa!
        0148876001; www.parisvelosympa.com

      
        Vélib
        
          www.velib.paris.fr
        
      

      
        Vélo et Chocolat
        75 Quai Seine, 75019; 0146070787

    

    

    
      By rollerblade

      Parisians are absolutely crazy about Rollerblading and there are often organized mass excursions on blades on Friday nights and Sunday afternoons, which are great fun for families with older children.

      

      
        Roller Squad Institute
        0156619961; www.rsi.assoc.fr (family tours on some Sun afternoons)

      
        Rollers et Coquillages
        37 Blvd Bourdon 75019; www.rollers-coquillages.org (excursions on Sun afternoons)

    

    

    
      Guided tours

      A bus tour is a good way to introduce kids to the sights of Paris, especially at the beginning of a first visit to the city. That way, they can be involved in choosing what to see and do. All bus tours have multi-lingual commentaries. Open-top buses are the most fun, as long as the weather is good. L’Open Tour is a hop-on-hop-off service with tickets valid for three days, or Les Cars Rouges offers a nine-stop ticket valid for two days. A night-time tour is a magical and unforgettable experience. There are lots more unusual ways to tour the city. Among the most fun is in an old Citroën 2CV, through Paris Authentic. Your guides are all enthusiastic young Parisians, but do not be surprised if your car breaks down and you have to get out and push. Touring Paris in a horse-drawn carriage will make most little girls feel like a princess, while everyone can pretend to be secret agents flying over the city in a helicopter. The views are breathtaking, especially at sunset. Not a Tourist Destination runs tours packed with “insider” tips on themes such as shopping, nightlife and food, as well as tours for kids. There are other companies offering special guided tours for children and/or families, too, often involving activities such as a treasure hunt.

      
        [image: Family Guide]
        L’Open Tour’s open-top bus on a circuit of the city

        

      

      

      
        Les Cars Rouges
        0153953953; www.carsrouges.com

      
        Cityrama
        0144556100; www.pariscityrama.com

      
        L’Open Tour
        
          www.parislopentour.com
        
      

      
        Paris Bus Service
        0156790523; www.paris-bus-service.com

      
        Paris Vision
        0144556000; www.parisvision.com

      
        Paris Calèches
        0662202488; www.pariscaleches.com

      
        Easy Dream
        0682876060; www.easy-dream.com

      
        Paris Authentic
        Pl Vendome, 75001; 0664504419; www.parisauthentic.com

      
        Paris Euroscope
        0156035680; www.euroscope.fr

      
        Paris Trip
        0156790523; www.paristrip.com

      
        Ixair
        0130088082; www.circuit.ixair.com (flights from 25 mins; departures from Le Bourget or Heliport de Paris)

      
        French Adventures
        0146801766; www.frenchadventures.com (private tours for children or families, including treasure and scavenger hunts, games and workshops in French only)

      
        Muses et Musées
        0678489949; www.musesetmusees.com (self-guided activity and discovery tour leaflets to purchase online; ages 7–13)

      
        Paris d’Enfants
        0148749280; www.parisdenfants.com (40 activity-led tours for families with 5–12 or 11–15 year olds; self-guided tours with booklet and colouring books in French only)

      
        Paris Kid
        
          www.pariskid.com
         (cultural excursions for 6–12 year olds)

      
        Parisphile
        0140347157 (tailored guided tours for kids)

    

    

    
      Arrondissements

      Paris is divided into 20 numbered districts called arrondissements. The numbering begins in the city centre and radiates out in a clockwise spiral, with the first four on the Right (north) Bank of the Seine and the next three on the Left Bank. Every street sign has its arrondissement number above the street name. Parisians usually refer to areas by their number, and this number forms the last two digits of Parisian postcodes.

    

    

  
     < Introducing Paris

    Take to the Water
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      Boat cruise past the Quai du Marché-Neuf

      

    

    
      All aboard! A boat trip along the Seine is one of the highlights of the holiday for most kids. It’s also a great introduction to the city, with views of many of the main sights that will definitely leave a lasting impression. There is a huge variety of river trips to choose between, from the Batobus shuttle service to luxury dinner cruises. On a smaller scale, the leafy old industrial Canal St-Martin can also be explored, by canal boat or barge.

    

    

    
      Seine cruises and shuttle services

      
        Bateaux Mouches is the most famous and the oldest river boat company in Paris, with its fleet of glass-topped boats. Cruises leave from near the Pont de l’Alma. The name Bateaux Mouches is synonymous with river boats in Paris. It has no connection with the French word for “fly”, however – the earliest tourist boats were made in a district of Lyon called La Mouche. They were first used during the Exposition Universelle of 1867 and, until the development of the railways, were an important part of the transport system.

      
        Bateaux Parisiens’ sightseeing, lunch and dinner cruises depart from Quai de la Bourdonnais, close by the Eiffel Tower. They provide an audio guide in French for children. They also offer a special one-hour children’s cruise, La Croisière Enchantée on which two elves recount some of the secrets of the city, though again only in French. There is limited parking at the boarding point, as well as a complex of shops and places to eat.

      
        Vedettes de Paris also leave from close by the Eiffel Tower. They, too, have special tours for children in French, revealing the mysteries of Paris. The Vedettes du Pont-Neuf have quainter, smaller boats that depart from the Ile de la Cité. They also operate cruises on the Canal St-Martin and the River Marne.

      
        Batobus is a hop-on-hop-off service, with tickets valid for up to five days. These river buses stop at the Eiffel Tower; Musée d’Orsay; St-Germain-des-Prés; Notre-Dame; Jardin des Plantes; Hôtel de Ville; the Louvre; and Champs-Elysées/Pont Alexandre III. Note that these boats have little outside space and can get very hot in summer.
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        Vedettes du Pont-Neuf pleasure boat on the Seine

        

      

      

      
        Boarding points

        Boarding points for cruises and shuttles are easily identifiable and close to the main tourist attractions. Tickets can be bought at the quayside, although that can mean a long wait and/or disappointment at busy times, and there are often special discounts for online booking.

      

      

      
        Practicalities

        It’s advisable to book ahead, especially in summer, and to arrive 30 minutes before the scheduled departure. Budget around €30–40 for a family of four. The basic sightseeing cruises last for an hour and there are commentaries in multiple languages. Bring hats, sunscreen and water in summer.

      

      

      
        Where to eat and drink

        Many of the boat services offer lunch and dinner cruises. For families, the lunchtime cruises on the Bateaux Mouches or Bateaux Parisiens are good options with children’s menus, or there are buffet meals on the Vedettes de Paris. The restaurant-boats run by the Marina de Paris, many of which depart from near the Musée d’Orsay, offer lunch and dinner cruises with a children’s menu.

      

      

      
        Bateaux Mouches
        Pont de la Conference, 75008; Métro: Alma Marceau; departures every 45 mins 10:15am–7pm; every 20 mins 7–11pm (winter every 45 mins 11am–9pm); www.bateaux-mouches.fr

      
        Bateaux Parisiens
        Port de la Bourdonnais, 75007; Métro: Bir Hakeim; departures every 30 mins 10am–10:30pm (to 8pm in winter); La Croisière Enchantée: Oct–Jul: 3:45pm Wed, Sat, Sun (also 2pm Wed Apr–Jun and holidays); www.bateauxparisiens.com

      
        Batobus
        Port de la Bourdonnais, 75007; Métro: Bir Hakeim; departures every 20–30 mins; www.batobus.com

      
        Vedettes de Paris
        Port de Suffren, 75007; Métro: Bir Hakeim; departures every 30 mins 10:30am–11pm; www.vedettesdeparis.com

      
        Vedettes du Pont-Neuf
        Square du Vert Galant, 75001; Métro: Pont-Neuf; departures every 30–45 mins 10:30am–10:30pm (to 10pm in winter); www.vedettesdupontneuf.fr

    

    

    
      Other ways to enjoy the river

      

      
        By private boat

        To cruise the Seine in style, hire a private boat for an afternoon or morning through Paris Connection. Alternatively, the luxurious, family-friendly Hotel Plaza-Athénée has its own boat.

      

      

      
        Hotels with a Seine-Eye view

        The swanky Hôtel Shangri-La has suites with large balconies, one with a hot tub, that have panoramic views of the river. The more competitively priced Citadines St-Germain looks out across the river to the Ile de la Cité, while the Novotel Eiffel Tower on Quai de Grenelle also has fine river views.

      

      

      
        River walks and picnics

        There are great walks to be had along the banks of the Seine. Stroll from the Pont Alexandre III to Place de la Concorde past the houseboats. The views from the quayside of Ile de la Cité and Ile St-Louis are quintessentially Parisian, and the Pont des Arts and Square du Vert Galant are among the loveliest picnic spots in Paris. The Ile de la Grande Jatte near La Défense, immortalized by the artist Georges Seurat, is also a delightful place to picnic and unwind.

      

    

    

    
      Canal cruises

      
        Canauxrama operates a variety of boat cruises along the city’s Canal St-Martin, which has nine locks, two swing bridges and eight romantic footbridges. Barges run from the Bassin de la Villette to the Port de l’Arsenal. There are activities for kids during some school holidays and it’s a fun alternative if you already know the main sights. They also run day-trips along the Marne that voyage out into suburbs as far as Bray-sur-Marne. The Paris Canal Company sails from Musée d’Orsay to La Villette, but it is a long cruise, so not ideal for smaller children, and it is pricey at around €60 for a family of four.
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        View along the charming Canal St-Martin

        

      

      

      
        Canauxrama
        Bassin de la Villette, 13 uai de la Loire, 75019; Métro: Jaurés or Bastille; www.canauxrama.com

      
        Marina de Paris
        Port de Bercy, 75012; www.marina-de-paris.com

      
        Paris Canal Company
        Bassin de la Villette, 19 Quai de la Loire, 75019; Métro: Jaurés; www.pariscanal.com

      
        Paris Connection
        
          www.parisconnection.fr
        
      

    

    

  


End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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