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  INTRODUCTION



Welcome to the French Visual Phrasebook.




This guide provides all the key words and phrases you are likely to need in everyday situations when you spend time in France. It is grouped into themes, and key phrases are broken down into short sections, to help you build a wide variety of sentences. A lot of the vocabulary is illustrated to make it easy to remember, and you’ll find this immediately after the key phrases for each topic. To help you with conversations in French, there are “You may hear…” boxes, which feature questions you may come across.


The best way to navigate this guide is to start from the Table of contents. You can get there by selecting the book symbol [image: DK], which can be found at the top of the page at the beginning of every section.


The order of contents is also listed on the first page of every chapter. Here, you will see links to other useful chapters such as the [image: DK] Dictionaries the [image: DK] Numbers, time and dates and the [image: DK] A-Z Food and drink.


[image: DK] If you can’t find what you’re looking for, use your device's search function. Try searching one word at a time, rather than looking for phrases.


Nouns
All French nouns (words for things, people, and ideas) are masculine or feminine. The gender of singular nouns is usually shown by the word for “the”: le (masculine) and la (feminine). These change to l’ before a vowel. The plural form is les. You can look up the gender of words in the French–English dictionary towards the end of the guide.



Adjectives
Most French adjectives change endings according to whether they describe a masculine or feminine, singular or plural word. In this guide the singular masculine form is shown first, followed by the singular feminine form:
Je suis perdu/perdue

I am lost







“You”
There are two ways of saying “you” in French: vous (polite form and plural) and tu (familiar). In this guide we have used vous, which is normal with people you don’t know.



Verbs
Verbs change according to whether they are in the singular or plural. In phrases where this happens, the singular form of the verb is followed by the plural form:
Où se trouve/trouvent…?

Where is/are…?







Pronunciation guide
Below each French word or phrase in this guide, you will find a pronunciation guide in italics. Read it as if it were English and you should be understood, but remember that it is only a guide and for the best results you should listen to native speakers and try to mimic them. Some French sounds are different from those in English, so take note of how the letters below are pronounced.
	a, à, â like a in father

	au like o in over

	c before a, o, and u, like k in kite
before e and i, like s in sun

	ç like s in sun

	cc like cc in accident

	ch like sh in ship

	e, eu like u in puff

	è, ê, e like e in fetch

	e, ez, er like ay in play

	g before a, o, and u, like g in get
before e, i, and y, like s in leisure

	h silent

	i like ee in feet

	j like s in leisure

	o like o in toll

	oi like wa in wag

	ou like oo in shoot

	qu like k in kite

	r rolled at the back of the throat

	u like ew in dew

	ui like wee in between

	w like v in van
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[image: DK] Numbers, times and dates

[image: DK] English–French dictionary

[image: DK] French–English dictionary


In this section, you will find the essential words and useful phrases you need for basic everyday situations and for getting to know people. Be aware of cultural differences when you are addressing French people, and remember that they tend to be quite formal when greeting each other, using Monsieur for men, Madame for women and Mademoiselle for girls and younger women, and often shaking hands.
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Greetings

Bonjour
bohnjoor

Hello





Bonsoir
bohnswar

Good evening





Bonne nuit
bonn nwee

Good night





Au revoir
oh ruhvwar

Goodbye





Salut!
sahlew

Hi/bye!





Enchanté/Enchantée
ohnshohntay

Pleased to meet you





Comment ça va?
komohn sah vah

How are you?





Bien, merci
byahn mairsee

Fine, thanks





De rien
duh ryahn

You’re welcome





Je m’appelle…
juh mahpel

My name is…





Vous vous appelez comment?
voo voo zahpuhlay komohn

What’s your name?





Comment s’appelle-t-il/elle?
komohn sahpel teel/tel

What’s his/her name?





C’est…
say

This is…





Au plaisir
oh playzeer

Nice to meet you





À demain
ah duhmahn

See you tomorrow





À bientôt
ah byahntoh

See you soon
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Useful phrases

Je ne parle pas français
juh nuh parl pah frohnsay

I don’t speak French





Vous parlez anglais?
voo parlay ohnglay

Do you speak English?





Je ne comprends pas
juh nuh komprohn pah

I don’t understand





Vous pouvez répéter?
voo poovay raypaytay

Can you repeat that?





Vous pouvez me dire…
voo poovay muh deer

Can you tell me…





Qu’est-ce que c’est?
kes kuh say

What’s that?





Je m’appelle…
juh mahpel

My name is…





C’est…
say

This is…





Vous pouvez m’aider?
voo poovay mayday

Can you help me?





Où se trouve/trouvent…
oo suh troov

Where is/are…?





Pour aller à…?
poor allay ah

How do I get to…?





Je voudrais…
juh voodray

I would like…





Ça fait combien?
sa fay kombyahn

How much is that?





L’addition, s’il vous plait
ladeesyohn seel voo play

The bill, please
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Small talk

Oui/Non
wee/nohn

Yes/no





S’il vous plaît
seel voo play

Please





Merci (beaucoup)
mairsee (bohkoo)

Thank you (very much)





De rien
duh ryahn

You’re welcome





D’accord/Bien
dahkohr/byahn

OK/fine





Pardon?
pardohn

Pardon?





Excusez-moi
exkewzay mwa

Excuse me





Désolé/désolée
dayzolay

Sorry





Je ne sais pas
juh nuh say pah

I don’t know





Je ne comprends pas
juh nuh kohnprohn pah

I don’t understand





Vous pouvez répéter?
voo poovay raypaytay

Could you repeat that?





Je ne parle pas français
juh nuh parl pah frohnsay

I don’t speak French





Vous parlez anglais?
voo parlay ohnglay

Do you speak English?





Comment dit-on… en français?
komohn dee tohn… ohn frohnsay

What is the French for…?





Qu’est-ce que c’est?
kes kuh say

What’s that?





Ça s’appelle comment?
sah sahpel komohn

What’s that called?





Vous pouvez me dire…
voo poovay muh deer

Can you tell me…
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Talking about yourself

Je viens de…
juh vyahn duh

I’m from…





Je suis…
juh swee

I’m…





…anglais/anglaise
ohnglay/ohnglaiz

…English





…américain/américaine
ahmaireekahn/ahmaireeken

…American





…canadien/canadienne
kanadyahn/kanadyen

…Canadian





…australien/australienne
ohstrahlyahn/ohstrahlyen

…Australian





…célibataire
sayleebahtair

…single





…marié/mariée
maryay

…married





…divorcé/divorcée
deevohrsay

…divorced





J’ai…ans
jay…ohn

I am…years old





J’ai
jay

I have…





…un copain/une copine
uhn kohpahn/ewn kohpeen

…a boyfriend/girlfriend
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D’où venez-vous?
doo vuhnay voo

Where are you from?




Vous êtes marié/mariée?
voo zayt maryay

Are you married?




Vous avez des enfants?
voo zavay day zohnfohn

Do you have children?
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Socializing

Vous habitez ici?
voo zahbeetay eesee

Do you live here?





Vous habitez où?
voo zahbeetay oo

Where do you live?





Je suis ici…
juh swee eesee

I am here…





…en vacances
ohn vahkohns

…on holiday





…pour affaires
poor ahfair

…on business





Je suis étudiant/étudiante
juh swee aytewdyohn/aytewdyohnt

I’m a student





Je travaille dans…
juh trahvaeey dohn

I work in…





Je suis retraité/retraitée
juh swee ruhtraytay

I am retired





Je peux avoir…
juh puh avwar

Can I have…





…votre numéro de téléphone?
vohtr newmairo duh taylayfon

…your telephone number?





…votre adresse email?
vohtr ahdress email

…your email address?





Ce n’est pas grave
suh nay pah grahv

It doesn’t matter





Santé!
sohntay

Cheers





Ça va?
sah vah

Are you alright?





Ça va
sah vah

I’m OK





Qu’est-ce que vous en pensez?
kes kuh voo zohn pohnsay

What do you think?








[image: DK] ESSENTIALS

Likes and dislikes

J’aime/j’adore…
jaym/jahdohr

I like/love…





Je n’aime pas…
juh naym pah

I don’t like…





Je déteste…
juh daytest

I hate…





J’aime bien/j’aime beaucoup…
jaym byahn/jaym bohkoo

I quite/really like…





Vous n’aimez pas ça?
voo naymay pah sah

Don’t you like it?





J’aimerais…
jaymuhray

I would like…





Je voudrais celui-là/celui-ci
juh voodray suhlwee lah/suhlwee see

I’d like this one/that one





Mon préféré, c’est…
mohn prayfayray say

My favourite is…





Je préfère…
juh prayfayr

I prefer…





C’est délicieux
say dayleesyuh

It’s delicious





Qu’est-ce que vous voulez faire?
kes kuh voo voolay fair

What would you like to do?





Ça m’est égal
sah may taygahl

I don’t mind
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Vous faites quoi dans la vie?
voo fet kwa dohn lah vee

What do you do?




Vous êtes en vacances?
voo zayt ohn vahkohns

Are you on holiday?




Vous aimez…?
voo zaymay

Do you like…?
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Telling the time

Quelle heure est-il?
kel uhr ay teel

What time is it?





Il est neuf heures
eel ay nuhvuhr

It’s nine o’clock





…du matin
dew mahtahn

…in the morning





…de l’après-midi
duh lahpray meedee

…in the afternoon





…du soir
dew swar

…in the evening





Il est midi/minuit
eel ay meedee/meenwee

It’s midday/midnight





la seconde
lah suhgohnd

second





la minute
lah meenewt

minute





l’heure
luhr

hour





un quart d’heure
uhn kar duhr

a quarter of an hour





une demi-heure
ewn duhmee uhr

half an hour





trois quarts d’heure
trwa kar duhr

three-quarters of an hour





tard
tar

late





tôt
toh

early





bientôt
byahntoh

soon





À quelle heure ça commence?
ah kel uhr sah komohns

What time does it start?





À quelle heure ça finit?
ah kel uhr sah feenee

What time does it finish?
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À plus tard.
ah plew tar

See you later.




Vous êtes en avance.
voo zayt ohn nahvohns

You’re early.




Vous êtes en retard.
voo zayt ohn ruhtar

You’re late.





[image: DK]
une heure
ewn uhr

one o’clock


[image: DK]
une heure dix
ewn uhr dees

ten past one



[image: DK]
une heure et quart
ewn uhr ay kar

quarter past one


[image: DK]
une heure vingt
ewn uhr vahn

twenty past one



[image: DK]
une heure et demie
ewn uhr ay duhmee

half past one


[image: DK]
deux heures moins le quart
duh zuhr mwahn luh kar

quarter to two



[image: DK]
deux heures moins dix
duh zuhr mwahn dees

ten to two


[image: DK]
deux heures
duhzuhr

two o’clock
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The weather

Quel temps fait-il?
kel tohn fayteel

What’s the weather like?





Il fait…
eel fay

It’s…





…beau
boh

…good





…mauvais
mohvay

…bad





…bon
bohn

…warm





…chaud
shoh

…hot





…froid
frwa

…cold





…humide
ewmeed

…humid





Quelles sont les prévisions météo?
kel sohn lay prayveezyohn maytayoh

What’s the forecast?





Quelle température fait-il?
kel tohnpayrahtewr fayteel

What’s the temperature?





Il fait…degrés
eel fay…duhgray

It’s…degrees





C’est une belle journée
say tewn bel joornay

It’s a beautiful day





Le temps change
luh tohn shohnj

The weather’s changing





Il va faire plus froid/chaud?
eel vah fair plew frwa/shoh

Is it going to get colder/hotter?





Le temps se rafraîchit
luh tohn suh rahfrayshee

It’s cooling down





Il va geler?
eel vah juhlay

Is it going to freeze?






[image: DK]
Il y a du soleil
eeleeya du sohlay

It’s sunny


[image: DK]
Il pleut
eel pluh

It’s raining



[image: DK]
Il y a des nuages
eeleeya day newahj

It’s cloudy


[image: DK]
C’est la tempête
say lah tohnpet

It’s stormy



[image: DK]
Il neige
eel nayj

It’s snowing


[image: DK]
Il gèle
eel jayl

It’s icy



[image: DK]
Il y a du brouillard
eeleeya dew brooyar

It’s misty


[image: DK]
Il y a du vent
eeleeya dew vohn

It’s windy
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Telephones and internet
Telephones

Où se trouve la cabine téléphonique la plus proche?
oo suh troov lah kabeen taylayfoneek lah plew prosh

Where is the nearest phone box?





Qui est à l’appareil?
kee aytah laparayeey

Who’s speaking?





Allô, c’est…
alo, say

Hello, this is…





Je voudrais parler à…
juh voodray parlay ah

I’d like to speak to…





Je peux laisser un message?
juh puh laysay uhn messaj

Can I leave a message?
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Internet

Il y a un cybercafé près d’ici?
eeleeya uhn seebairkafay pray deesee

Is there an internet café near here?





C’est combien?
say kombyahn

How much do you charge?





Vous avez une connexion wifi?
voo zavay ewn koneksyohn weefee

Do you have wireless internet?





Je peux regarder mes e-mails?
juh puh ruhgarday may zeemail

Can I check my emails?





Je dois envoyer un e-mail
juh dwa ohnvwayay uhn email

I need to send an email





Quelle est ton adresse e-mail?
kel ay tohn nadrays email

What’s your email address?





Mon adresse e-mail est…
mohn nadrays email ay

My email address is…





On peut envoyer des e-mails d’ici?
ohn puh ohnvwayay day zeemail deesee

Can I send an email from here?
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le téléphone sans fil
luh taylayfon sohn feel

cordless phone
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le téléphone portable
luh taylayfon portabl

mobile phone



[image: DK]
la carte de téléphone
lah kart duh taylayfon

phone card


[image: DK]
la cabine téléphonique
lah kabeen taylayfoneek

telephone box
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la cabine à pièces
lah kabeen ah pyayss

coin phone


[image: DK]
le répondeur
luh raypohnduhr

answering machine
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l’ordinateur portable
lordeenatuhr portabl

laptop
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le clavier
luh klavyay

keyboard
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le site web
luh seet web

website
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l’e-mail
leemail

email
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