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    How to Use this Rough Guide ePub

   
   
   This Rough Guide is one of a new generation of informative and easy-to-use travel-guide eBooks that guarantees you make the most of your visit – before, during and after your stay. Use this eBook both to plan your trip and explore your destination when visiting. So, before you depart, check out the illustrated Introduction, plan your itinerary using the wealth of suggestions on offer, or simply browse the guide and be inspired.

   
   The best way to explore this guide is to begin at the main table of contents. The first section of the eBook gives you a flavour of the destination, with must-see sights and suggested itineraries. This is followed by: the Basics – essential practical information; the best sights, area by area; listings on everything from hotels and restaurants to festivals; and Contexts, the history of the destination and its presence in popular culture. 

   
   Shorter contents lists appear at the start of every section in the guide, and are designed to make chapter navigation quick and easy. You can jump back to these by tapping the chapter-heading links that sit with an arrow icon at the end of every article. 

   
   Every area of the destination has a clear and beautifully presented map. Depending on your hardware, you will be able to double-tap on the maps to see larger-scale versions fill your screen. 

   
    As you use this guide, you’ll notice that some entries are marked by a small Rough Guides “running man” icon; this denotes the “authors’ picks”. You can select your own favourites and create a personalized itinerary by bookmarking the sights, venues and activities that are of most interest, giving you the quickest possible access to everything you’ll need for your time away. 
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Introduction to Sardinia
Equidistant from the Italian mainland and the Tunisian coast, Sardinia is, in the words of D.H. Lawrence, “lost between Europe and Africa and belonging to nowhere”. With its own language and distinct customs, the island has a fiercely independent character while remaining unmistakably and exuberantly Italian. There is nothing particularly homogenous about the place, however. As the Mediterranean’s second biggest island after Sicily – though with less than a third of Sicily’s population – Sardinia encompasses a range of diverse faces, from the sleek yachts of the fabled Costa Smeralda to the simple shepherds’ society of the mountainous interior. The fact that you can pass from one to the other in less than an hour is part of the island’s appeal.
Neither image, of course, represents more than a fragment of the whole picture. Sardinia has secluded beaches and rocky headlands on every coast, interspersed with dramatic cliffs and placid lagoons, while the interior is characterized by forested mountains and pungent expanses of wild macchia – all of which help to account for the rich diversity of wildlife.
These physical differences go together with deep cultural contrasts, often corresponding to the mosaic of smaller territories that make up the island, each with its distinctive traditions, dialects and historical roots, from Gallura and Logudoro in the north to Sulcis and Sarrabus in the south. At a still more local level, each village celebrates its individuality at the many flamboyant festivals that take place throughout the year. Ranging from rowdy medieval pageants to dignified religious processions, these festivities help to keep tradition alive in an island where the past is inescapable.
Fact file >
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Fact file
• Sardinia (Sardegna in Italian) is the Mediterranean’s second largest island after Sicily, with a population of around 1.6 million. Its main city, Cágliari, is also a provincial capital. The other seven provinces are Carbonia-Iglesias, Medio-Campidano, Ogliastra, Oristano, Nuoro, Sássari and Olbia-Tempio. The traditional shepherds’ society that prevailed for centuries is still evident inland, but the economy today is principally based on tourism, fishing, farming and mineral extraction.
• Lying 200km west of the Italian mainland and the same distance north of the African coast, Sardinia’s position on the chief Mediterranean trade routes has ensured that it has rarely been free of foreign intervention – though this has endowed the island with a rich heritage of archeological and artistic remains.
• Despite the centuries of occupation, Sardinia has retained a fiercely independent identity, expressed through its distinctive dialect, local festivals, unique costumes and cuisine. Since 1948 the island has had a degree of regional autonomy, but only a minority of the population supports the small separatist parties.
• The official Sardinian flag shows four blindfolded heads on a white background (similar to the Corsican flag). Its origins are uncertain but may have originally represented captured pirates – hence the flag’s name, “Four Moors”. Some versions show the figures with headbands instead of blindfolds.
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Where to go
Sardinia’s lively capital, Cágliari, is a microcosm of the island’s diversity, with traces of every phase of the island’s past, from the spindly statuettes of the mysterious prehistoric nuraghic culture to a Roman theatre and Pisan citadel. Some of the island’s finest Roman and Carthaginian ruins are a short journey outside town at Nora, one of the numerous sites which attest to Sardinia’s important role in ancient times. Many of the Mediterranean powers that occupied the island were drawn to its mines, still visible throughout the regions of Sulcis and Iglesiente, west of Cágliari. Off the Sulcis coast, the islands of Sant’Antíoco and San Pietro provide more archeological remains, while the southern littoral and the Iglesiente’s Costa Verde are among Sardinia’s most scenic coastlines, dotted with some prime beaches.
The island’s only extensive plain, Campidano, separates Iglesiente from La Marmilla, hilly country with some spectacular nuraghic sites, including Sardinia’s biggest, Su Nuraxi. East of Cágliari, the rugged Sarrabus area is fringed by more stretches of clean sandy beach, with resorts in the towns of Villasimius and Muravera. On the western side of the island, the province of Oristano holds an abundance of nuraghic, Carthaginian and Roman remains, the most important of which – the ruins of Tharros – lie on the Sinis peninsula, whose lagoons and beaches attract aquatic birds and surfers respectively. North of here, Bosa is a picturesque river port, crowned by an old castle and separated by a long, unspoilt stretch of rocky coast from the much busier resort of Alghero, which draws a great deal of the island’s tourist trade while retaining its distinctive Catalan character, the result of intensive settlement five centuries ago. Stintino, on the island’s northwestern tip, lies near some beaches of jaw-dropping beauty.
Inland, Sardinia’s second city, Sássari, makes a good base for touring the Pisan churches scattered throughout the Logudoro area south and east of here. Strikingly situated on a promontory of the north coast, Castelsardo is the chief town of Anglona, a region indelibly associated with the Doria family of Genoa – one of the Mediterranean’s leading mercantile powers in the middle ages. Bordering it, Gallura’s jagged-peaked interior, swathed in cork forests and macchia, makes a dramatic backdrop to its famously beautiful granite coastline, where the Costa Smeralda remains an exclusive enclave among a host of less celebrated but equally enticing stretches of rocky or sandy shore. Some of the best beaches are clustered around such centres as Santa Teresa di Gallura – the chief port for connections with Corsica – on Sardinia’s northern tip, and Palau, embarkation point for trips to the Maddalena archipelago, whose crystalline waters are also a magnet for boatloads of visitors in summer. South of here, Olbia is the main entry point for most of the seasonal visitors from the mainland, although it doesn’t warrant an extended stay.
Below Olbia, most of Sardinia’s eastern coast is largely inaccessible, the sheer cliff walls punctuated by a few developed spots such as Cala Gonone and Santa Maria Navarrese. The provinces of Nuoro and Ogliastra occupy most of the mountainous interior of this coast, and are the best places to encounter the last authentic remnants of the island’s rural culture, particularly its costumes and village festivals. If your image of Sardinia is all shaggy sheep and offbeat folklore – the kind of place depicted in films like Padre Padrone – then these bleak slopes and isolated villages will probably fit the bill. This is especially true in the central area known as Barbagia, where the sparse population is concentrated in small, insulated villages that provide an excellent opportunity to view the quiet life of the interior at first hand, and make useful bases for mountain rambles. Although Sardinia’s peaks are not particularly high by European standards (no mountain exceeds 2000m), the terrain can be both awesome and forbidding, particularly in the central ring of the Gennargentu mountains, which are often blanketed in snow between November and March.
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When to go
The best advice that can be given regarding when to visit Sardinia is to avoid the month of August at all costs. Travelling at this time is by no means impossible, but the negative factors include sweltering heat, crowds, increased prices, frayed tempers and scarce accommodation. June, July and September can also be oppressively hot, but there is nothing like the kind of holiday frenzy of the peak weeks. You can count on swimming fairly comfortably at any time between May and October, and you won’t be considered excessively eccentric if you take dips during the winter months. Unless you’re camping, there’s much to be said for travelling in Sardinia in winter – the weather can be warm and clear and the tourist presence is refreshingly low-key, though the diminished daylight hours can limit your freedom of movement, and you may find many facilities (including most campsites) closed. Some of the best festivals take place in spring, and this is also the ideal period for walking, when the countryside is at its most vibrant, the air limpid and the wildlife abundant. Autumn is also an inspiring time for being outdoors, especially for the gradations of colour on the forested slopes of the interior.
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21 things not to miss
It’s not possible to see everything Sardinia has to offer in one trip – and we don’t suggest you try. What follows is a selective taste of the island’s highlights – historic monuments, dramatic landscapes and great beaches. All highlights have a reference to take you straight into the Guide, where you can find out more.

01 La Pelosa • The beaches and rocky backdrop of this beauty spot are postcard-perfect, with aquamarine water and views out to the island of Asinara.
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02 Neptune’s Grotto, Alghero • Stalactites, stalagmites and eccentric rock formations are the highlights of a tour through the Grotta di Nettuno, a cave complex set in towering cliffs by the sea.
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03 Santissima Trinità di Saccargia • A striking apparition, this dignified and solitary monument is one of the best preserved of the Pisan-Romanesque churches that dot northern Sardinia.
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04 Easter celebrations • Costumes, processions and intense drama are the main ingredients of Sardinia’s various feste commemorating Easter.
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05 Castelsardo old town • With historic churches buried among its steep lanes, and a castle/museum at its summit affording distant coastal views, this old Doria stronghold repays the uphill slog.
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06 Nuraghe Santu Antine • One of the island’s most imposing nuraghi, on the plains southeast of Sássari amid a cluster of these prehistoric monuments.
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07 Sa Sartiglia, Oristano • Costumed hijinks and equestrian showmanship recall the medieval roots of this boisterous festival.
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08 San Gavino, Porto Torres • One of the island’s pre-eminent Pisan churches, tucked away in the backstreets of this northern port.
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09 Camping • One of the best and most economical ways to sojourn on the island is to make use of the many campsites, almost all located close to great beaches. If canvas doesn’t appeal, most have cabins and bungalows to rent, too.
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10 Ethnographic Museum, Sant’Antioco • A visit to this lively collection offers an intriguing foray into the local culture – it’s crammed with examples of craftwork, traditional tools and cooking implements.
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11 Walk to Tiscali • The climb to this nuraghic village – cunningly hidden within a huge cave in the Lanaittu valley east of Nuoro – makes a fabulous half-day hike.
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12 Bosa • Explore the atmospheric lanes of this quiet riverside town overlooked by a hilltop castle, dine at its excellent restaurants and enjoy the enticing beaches nearby.
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13 Sássari’s old town • The compact old quarter of Sardinia’s second city preserves some handsome remnants from its long history, such as the Baroque facade of the Duomo.
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14 Tharros, Sinis Peninsula • Founded by the Phoenicians on a promontory jutting into the sea, this historic site retains extensive evidence of the Punic and Roman settlers who followed.
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15 Inland Gallura • Interspersed with thick groves of cork oaks, the granite rockscape of this scarcely populated mountainous zone offers unforgettable panoramas.
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16 Nora • An important Phoenician, Carthaginian and Roman centre for more than a thousand years, Nora’s splendid seaside position and fragmentary ruins still evoke its former glory.
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17 Exploring the Costa del Sud • Sardinia’s rocky southern coast, sheltering sandy beaches and rocky coves, is perfect for a scenic hike or cycle.
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18 Museo Archeologico, Cágliari • Sardinia’s premier archeological collection includes grinning deities, nuraghic figurines and Phoenician inscriptions from the dawn of history.
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19 Seafood in Alghero • Alghero’s restaurants are renowned for their fresh seafood platters, with ingredients straight from the boat.
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20 Cágliari’s old town • A wander through Cágliari’s old citadel combines historic monuments, a warren of medieval lanes and fine views of the city and the coast.
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21 Santa Cristina • The sacred well and scattered nuraghic monuments under a canopy of centuries-old olive trees constitute one of the island’s most engaging prehistoric sites.
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Getting there
Of the two ways to reach Sardinia – by air or by sea – flying is obviously the quicker, and prices compare well with the long rail/ferry option. Even so, arriving by sea has much to recommend it, helping to give a sense of Sardinia as an island, as well as being more fuel-efficient (see Six steps to a better kind of travel). Note, however, that the ferries can get uncomfortably congested in high season.
Most direct flights from the UK are seasonal, confined to the May–September period; other services are routed via the Italian mainland. Airfares usually depend on the season, with the highest being around July and August; prices drop during the “shoulder” seasons – April to June and September to October – and are cheapest November to March (excluding Christmas and New Year, when fares are hiked up and seats are at a premium). Note also that flying on weekends is generally more expensive. The price ranges quoted below assume midweek travel during the shoulder season.
The main Sardinian airports are outside the towns of Cágliari, Olbia and Alghero. See also information on flights to Sardinia from the Italian mainland. If you want to make your way across the island, it may make sense to buy two single tickets, flying to one airport and returning from another.
You might also consider a package deal from one of the tour operators. Although Sardinia is not a particularly cheap package holiday destination, many operators offer rates as competitively as you could find on your own and also provide specialized tours, such as hiking or archeology.
Flights from the UK and Ireland >
Flights from the US and Canada >
Flights from Australia, New Zealand and South Africa >
Flights from the Italian mainland >
Overland from the UK and Ireland >
By ferry from the Italian mainland and France >
Airlines, agents and operators >


Flights from the UK and Ireland
Direct flights from the UK take two to three hours, either to Olbia or Alghero in the north of the island, or Cágliari in the south. The budget airlines Ryanair (Bristol to Cágliari, London Stansted and Liverpool to Alghero), easyJet (London Luton to Cágliari and London Gatwick to Olbia) and bmibaby (East Midlands to Alghero) usually offer the cheapest fares, with flight-only deals costing from around £60 return; some routes are operated between May and September only. There are also direct flights from London Gatwick to Cágliari on British Airways (April–Oct) from around £140 return.
If you’re committed to certain dates, book well ahead, especially in high season (Easter, July–Sept and Christmas). It may also be worth looking at cheap flights to other Italian destinations if your preferred dates are unavailable or if you want to combine Sardinia with a visit to somewhere else in Italy, making onward connections by air (see Flights from the Italian mainland, and by ferry from the Italian mainland and France).
There are no direct flights from Ireland to Sardinia. Aer Lingus, Alitalia and Ryanair fly from Dublin to Rome, Milan and Venice; Ryanair also flies to Pisa and Aer Lingus flies to Bologna and Naples. Flights to Rome (around 3hr) and Milan (2hr 40min) are once or twice daily in summer, less frequent in other periods. Prices can be wildly erratic. Return fares from Dublin to Rome Leonardo da Vinci can cost anything from €120 to €350, and to Milan Malpensa or Linate they start at around €120, according to availability.
Aer Lingus also flies from Cork to Rome twice weekly (April–Sept; 3hr; €115–180 return). Price-wise, it sometimes pays to get to London on one of the numerous daily flights and catch a Sardinia-bound plane from there.
roughguides.com
Find everything you need to plan your next trip at www.roughguides.com. Read in-depth information on destinations worldwide, make use of our unique trip-planner, book transport and accommodation, check out other travellers’ recommendations and share your own experiences.
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Flights from the US and Canada
Although there are no direct flights from the US to Sardinia, you can fly to the Italian mainland from a number of cities. The main point of entry is Rome, though Continental also flies direct to Milan. There are plenty of connecting flights from both airports to Sardinia. It might be a good idea to take advantage of the wide choice of well-priced flights available from all over North America to various European cities (particularly in Britain or Germany), as there’s a greater range of options for reaching Sardinia from there.
Alitalia, the Italian national airline, offers the widest choice of routes between the US and Italy, flying direct every day from New York, Boston, Miami and Chicago to Rome. As for American-based airlines, Delta Airlines flies to Rome daily from New York non-stop; American Airlines flies direct to Rome from Chicago and New York in the summer months; and Continental flies daily from New York to Rome and Milan. Direct flights to Italy take around 8 hours 30 minutes from New York or Boston, and 12 hours from Chicago; for the connection to Sardinia add on another hour or two, depending on the service, plus any time spent waiting for the connection itself.
If you want to stop over elsewhere in Europe, it’s worth considering one of the European airlines with services to Italy, including: Air France (via Paris), British Airways (via London), Iberia (via Madrid), KLM (via Amsterdam), Lufthansa (via Frankfurt or Munich) and SAS (via Copenhagen) – all of which have services to at least Rome and Milan.
The basic round-trip fares to Italy vary little between airlines, though it’s always worth asking about special promotions. Generally, the cheapest round-trip fare travelling midweek in low season starts at around US$750 from New York or Boston to Rome, rising to around US$1200 in high season.
The only airlines to fly direct to Italy from Canada are Alitalia, which flies daily from Toronto to Rome, and Air Canada, which flies to Rome from Toronto and Montréal; the return fare costs from Can$1300, plus connecting flights to Sardinia. Flights to Italy take around nine hours from the eastern Canadian cities.
Six steps to a better kind of travel
At Rough Guides we are passionately committed to travel. We feel strongly that only through travelling do we truly come to understand the world we live in and the people we share it with – plus tourism has brought a great deal of benefit to developing economies around the world over the last few decades. But the extraordinary growth in tourism has also damaged some places irreparably, and of course climate change is exacerbated by most forms of transport, especially flying. This means that now more than ever it’s important to travel thoughtfully and responsibly, with respect for the cultures you’re visiting – not only to derive the most benefit from your trip but also to preserve the best bits of the planet for everyone to enjoy. At Rough Guides we feel there are six main areas in which you can make a difference:
• Consider what you’re contributing to the local economy, and how much the services you use do the same, whether it’s through employing local workers and guides or sourcing locally grown produce and local services.
• Consider the environment on holiday as well as at home. Water is scarce in many developing destinations, and the biodiversity of local flora and fauna can be adversely affected by tourism. Try to patronize businesses that take account of this.
• Travel with a purpose, not just to tick off experiences. Consider spending longer in a place, and getting to know it and its people.
• Give thought to how often you fly. Try to avoid short hops by air and more harmful night flights.
• Consider alternatives to flying, travelling instead by bus, train, boat and even by bike or on foot where possible.
• Make your trips “climate neutral” via a reputable carbon offset scheme. All Rough Guide flights are offset, and every year we donate money to a variety of charities devoted to combating the effects of climate change.
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Flights from Australia, New Zealand and South Africa
There are no direct flights from Australia and New Zealand to Italy or Sardinia, although many airlines fly from London, Hong Kong, Singapore or a Middle Eastern hub to Rome or Milan, from where it’s easy to pick up a connecting flight.
The cheapest fares from Australia or New Zealand are usually with Royal Brunei, Emirates, Singapore Airlines or Thai Airways. Reckon on paying anything from Aus$1600 to Aus$3000; the best deals from New Zealand work out at NZ$2500–3000. With stops, flights to Europe from Australia or New Zealand may take around thirty hours.
From South Africa, flights on South African Airways, Swiss or Lufthansa from Johannesburg or Cape Town to Rome or Milan usually involve a change at Frankfurt, Zürich or another European hub. Journey time is around twelve hours, plus changeover time. The price works out at ZAR7000–15,000, according to season.
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Flights from the Italian mainland
There are plentiful flights to Sardinia from the Italian mainland, connecting all three of Sardinia’s airports – Alghero, Olbia and Cágliari – with Rome, Bologna, Milan and some other major Italian cities. The most frequent flights are between Rome and Cágliari (at least 10 daily), and Cágliari also has flights from Verona (4 daily), Naples (3 daily), Bologna, Florence, Venice, Pisa, Palermo and Olbia (all 1–2 daily). There are at least four flights daily from Rome and Milan to Olbia and one from Bologna; Alghero has at least four from Rome Leonardo da Vinci and three from Milan.
The main carriers are Air One, Meridiana and Ryanair. Flight time is about an hour from Rome to Cágliari and from Milan to Alghero. Fares vary seasonally and according to how far in advance you book: the cheapest fares are between Rome and Olbia, from €60 one-way.
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Overland from the UK and Ireland
The overland route to one of the embarkation ports for Sardinia may prove quite a laborious experience, whether you do it by coach, train or your own transport. Obviously, you can choose to do the journey at a more leisurely pace, or speed down through France as quickly as possible, in which case it can turn out to be quite an endurance test. By train and ferry from London via Marseille, the fastest travel-time would be about twenty-four hours (excluding connection time), at a cost of around £130 one way. If you timed it well, you could hop onto a ferry within an hour of arriving at your port of embarkation for Sardinia (allow around thirty minutes for a taxi across town).
Package holidays
If you don’t want to move around much, it’s worth looking at travel-plus-accommodation package holidays. The major package destinations are Alghero and Stintino in the northwest, Santa Teresa di Gallura and the Costa Smeralda in the northeast, Santa Margherita di Pula in the southwest and the area around Villasimius in the southeast. It’s obviously cheapest to go out of season – something to be recommended anyway, as the resorts and sights are much less crowded, and the sea is often warm enough to bathe in as early as Easter and as late as October. Should you want to rent a car, check with the package company before you leave, as some fly-drive deals work out very cheaply.



By rail from the UK and Ireland
Travelling by train to Sardinia isn’t much cheaper than flying, but it is more climate-friendly and allows the possibility of breaking your journey. From London, the fastest journey across the Channel (using Eurostar) and through France to the nearest port of Marseille, including at least one change of trains, will take around nine hours, costing from £150 return, while the journey-time to Livorno, with two changes, is around eighteen hours costing from £269 return. Fares vary according to availability and how far in advance you book (bookings may be made up to three months in advance); discounts apply to under-26s.
Eurostar trains go from St Pancras in London to Paris (about 2hr 20min) via the Channel Tunnel; passengers must change stations for onward travel in either Lille or Paris (which involves a metro journey from the Gare du Nord to the Gare de Lyon). You can get through-ticketing – including the tube journey to St Pancras – from Eurostar, from most travel agents or from mainline train stations in Britain.
Rail passes
If you’re planning to make Sardinia part of a longer European trip, it might be worth investing in a rail pass – InterRail and Eurail passes offer unlimited rail travel in European countries within a given period, and must be bought before leaving home. None of the passes available is likely to pay for itself if you’re planning to stick to Sardinia or even just Italy, however. Rail Europe is the umbrella company for all national and international rail purchases, and its comprehensive website is the most useful source of information on which passes are available and current prices; tickets can be purchased from here or from one of the other agents.
The InterRail pass is only available to European residents, and you’ll be asked to provide proof of residency of at least six months in order to buy one. Passes cover thirty European countries (including Turkey) and are available as either one-country passes (for example Italy) or global passes, covering all countries. An Italy pass in standard class costs from £100 for three days in a month to £211 for eight days in a month. Global passes can be for either flexible or continuous periods: for five days in ten the cost in standard class is £229, for ten days in twenty-two it’s £330, for 22 continuous days it’s £431, and for one month it’s £550. There are significant reductions for travellers aged 12–25. Although InterRail passes do not include travel between Britain and the Continent, pass-holders for zones covering England, Ireland, France or Belgium are eligible for a discount on some ferry services.
A Eurail pass, only available to non-European residents, allows unlimited free first-class train travel in Italy and twenty other countries and is available for continuous periods of fifteen days (US$799), 21 days (US$1039), one month (US$1289), two months ($1819) and three months (US$2245), and for flexible periods of any ten or fifteen days within two months (US$945 and US$1239 respectively). Eurail also offers a Select Pass allowing travel in three, four or five bordering European countries, a Regional Pass covering groups of countries – both available for five, six, eight or ten days within a two-month period – and a one-country pass for three–ten days within two months. There are reductions for under-26s travelling in standard class and for two or more people travelling together.
The national rail companies of many European countries also offer their own passes, most of which can be bought in advance through Rail Europe or direct from the national rail company.
By bus from the UK and Ireland
There are currently no direct bus services from the UK or Ireland to southern France or Italy, though Eurolines operates a daily service from London’s Victoria Coach Station to Paris, from where, in summer, you can board a bus for Marseille (the nearest ferry port for Sardinia) taking around eighteen hours (May–Sept; return trip from London around £120). For Genoa, the journey involves changes at Paris and Milan, taking about 24 hours. Buses use the Channel ferry crossing, which is included in the price.
By car and ferry from the UK and Ireland
If you’re travelling with your own vehicle, the best cross-Channel options for most drivers will be the standard ferry/hovercraft links between Dover and Calais/Ostend or Newhaven and Dieppe. Crossing using Eurotunnel (24hr service, departures every 15min at peak periods) will speed up the initial part of the journey. From England’s Southwest, you can cut driving time by using the more expensive Portsmouth–Caen/Cherbourg routes operated by Brittany Ferries.
Bear in mind when calculating driving costs that motorway tolls can add around £110/€120/$180 per car driving through France, and that Italian fuel prices are relatively high at around £1.15/€1.28/$1.90 per litre for petrol.
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By ferry from the Italian mainland and France
From the Italian mainland, the shortest ferry crossing to Sardinia is by “Fast Ferry” from Civitavecchia to Olbia, though this runs only June–September. Considerably cheaper regular ferries run year-round from these and other mainland Italian and Sicilian ports, and there are also direct SNCM ferries from Marseille and (occasionally) Toulon in France.
There are also numerous connections to Sardinia from Corsica. You can reach Bastia, in northern Corsica, from Italy on Corsica Ferries from Savona, Livorno and Piombino, and on Moby Lines from Genoa and Livorno. Bastia lies 178km from the southern port of Bonifacio, from where it’s a short hop to Santa Teresa di Gallura in Sardinia. From France, Marseille, Toulon and Nice have regular connections with all the Corsican ports on SNCM and Corsica Ferries.
Any travel agent can provide up-to-date cross-Channel schedules and make advance bookings (essential in high season if you’re driving). For the Italian crossings, contact the companies or their agents; details on all routes are mentioned under Ferries to Sardinia from France and Italy. For the lowest prices, book ahead and watch out for special offers that apply on certain dates, usually available when you’re buying a return ticket on your outward journey and when you’re travelling with a car; check with the agent.
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< Back to Getting there
Airlines, agents and operators
Airlines in the UK and Ireland
Aer Lingus Ireland 0818/365 000, www.aerlingus.com. 

Alitalia UK 0871/424 1424, Ireland 01/677 3373; www.alitalia.com. 

British Airways UK 0870/850 9850, Republic of Ireland 1890/626 747; www.britishairways.com. 

easyJet www.easyjet.com. 

Meridiana 0871/222 9319, www.meridiana.it. 

Ryanair UK 0871/246 0000, Republic of Ireland 0818/303 030; www.ryanair.com. 

Airlines in North America
Air Canada Canada 1-888/247-2262, www.aircanada.com. 

Air France US 1-800/237-2747, Canada 1-800/667-2747; www.airfrance.com. 

Alitalia www.alitalia.com. 

American Airlines www.aa.com. 

British Airways US & Canada 1-800/247 9297, www.britishairways.com. 

Continental Airlines US & Canada 800/231 0856, www.continental.com. 

Delta US & Canada 800/241-4141, UK 0845/600 0950; www.delta.com. 

Iberia US 1-800/772-4642, www.iberia.com. 

KLM (Royal Dutch Airlines) US 1-800/225 2525, www.klm.com. 

SAS US & Canada 1-800/221 2350, www.flysas.com. 

Airlines in Australia and New Zealand
Alitalia www.alitalia.com. 

British Airways Australia 1300/767 177, New Zealand 09/966 9777; www.britishairways.com. 

Cathay Pacific Australia 131 747, New Zealand 09/379 0861; www.cathaypacific.com. 

Emirates Australia 01/300 303 777, New Zealand 0508/364 728; www.emirates.com. 

Malaysia Airlines Australia 132 627, New Zealand 0800/777 747; www.malaysiaairlines.com. 

Qantas Airways Australia 131 313, New Zealand 0800/808 767 or 09/357 8900; www.qantas.com.au. 

Royal Brunei Australia 0893/218 757, New Zealand 09/977 2209; www.bruneiair.com. 

Singapore Airlines Australia 131 011, New Zealand 0800/808 909; www.singaporeair.com. 

Thai Airways Australia 1300/651 960, New Zealand 09/377 3886; www.thaiair.com. 

[image: ]
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Airlines in South Africa
British Airways 011/441 8400, www.britishairways.com. 

Lufthansa 0861/842538, www.lufthansa.com. 

South African Airways 0861/606606, www.flysaa.com. 

Swiss 0860/040506, www.swiss.com. 

Agents and operators
Citalia UK 0871/200 2004, www.citalia.com. Package holidays based in some of Sardinia’s smartest resorts, including the Costa Smeralda and around Pula. Look for the regular special offers.


CIT World Travel Australia 1300 361 500, www.cittravel.com.au. Italy specialists offer packages to hotels in the Villasimius and Costa Smeralda regions, car rental and rail passes.


Flight Centre UK 0844/800 8660, www.flightcentre.co.uk; US 1-877/233-9999, www.flightcentre.us; Canada 1-877/967-5302, www.flightcentre.ca; Australia 133 133, www.flightcentre.com.au; New Zealand 0800/243 544; www.flightcentre.co.nz. Discount international airfares and holiday packages.


Headwater UK 01606/720 199, www.headwater.com. Guided walking holidays in Aritzo, in the Barbagia region, and the east-coast resort of Cala Gonone.


Just Sardinia UK 01202/484 858, www.justsardinia.co.uk. Sardinian specialists offering tailor-made holidays and tours throughout the island, with various accommodation options, flights and car rental.


North South Travel UK 01245/608 291, www.northsouthtravel.co.uk. Friendly travel agency offering discounted fares worldwide. Profits are used to support projects in the developing world, especially the promotion of sustainable tourism.


Sardatur UK 020/8940 8399, www.sardinia-holidays.co.uk. Hotels and self-catering villas and apartments on the southwest coast, Villasimius, the Costa Smeralda, Santa Teresa di Gallura, Oliena and Cala Gonone.


Simply Travel UK 0871/231 4050, www.simplytravel.co.uk. Upmarket packages in Alghero and Abbasanta.


STA Travel US 1-800/781-4040, UK 0871/2300 040, Australia 134 782, New Zealand 0800/474 400, South Africa 0861/781 781; www.statravel.com. Worldwide specialists in independent travel; also student IDs, travel insurance, car rental, rail passes, and more. Good discounts for students and under-26s.


Student Flights US 1-800/255-8000 or 480/951-1177, www.isecard.com. Student/youth fares, student IDs and passes.


Tabona & Walford UK 020/8767 6789, www.tabonaandwalford.com. Eight-day coastal and mountain walking trips around Oliena and Villasimius, taking in Cágliari and Su Nuraxi. Also bespoke tours.


Thomson UK 0871/231 4691, www.thomson.co.uk. Charter flights and accommodation in large and glitzy hotels, mainly in Alghero and the northern coast.


Trailfinders UK 0845/058 5858, Ireland 01/677 7888, Australia 1300/780 212; www.trailfinders.com/www.trailfinders.com.au. One of the best-informed and most efficient agents for independent travellers, offering flights, hotels, insurance and car rental.


Travel Cuts Canada 1-866/246-9762, US 1-800/592-2887, www.travelcuts.com. Canadian student-travel firm.


USIT Ireland 01/602 1904, Northern Ireland 028/9032 7111; www.usit.ie. Ireland’s main student and youth specialists for transport, tours, accommodation, passes and insurance.


Rail contacts
CIT World Travel Australia 1300 361 500, www.cittravel.com.au. 

Eurail www.eurail.com. 

European Rail UK 020/7619 1083, www.europeanrail.com. 

Europrail International Canada 1-888/667-9734, www.europrail.net. 

Eurostar UK 0870/518 6186, www.eurostar.com. 

InterRail www.interrail.net. 

The Man in Seat Sixty-One www.seat61.com. Comprehensive information for rail travel in Europe.


Rail Europe US 1-800/622-8600, Canada 1-800/361-7245; www.raileurope.com; UK 0844/848 4064, www.raileurope.co.uk. 

Rail Plus Australia 03/9642 8644 or 1300/555 003, New Zealand 09/377 5415; www.railplus.com.au. 

STA Travel Australia 134 782, New Zealand 0800/474 400, South Africa 0861/781 781, UK 0871/230 0040, US 1-800/781-4040; www.statravel.com. 

Trenitalia (Italian State Railways or FS) Italy 892 021, www.ferroviedellostato.it. 

Bus contacts
Eurolines 0871/781 8181, www.eurolines.co.uk. 

Ferry operators and UK agents
Corsica Ferries www.corsicaferries.com, in UK c/o Viamare 020/8206 3420, www.viamare.com. 

Enermar www.enermar.it. 

Grimaldi www.grimaldi-lines.com, in UK c/o Viamare. 

Grandi Navi Veloci www.gnv.it, in UK c/o Viamare. 

Moby Lines www.moby.it, in UK c/o Viamare. 

Sardinia Ferries www.sardiniaferries.com, in UK c/o Viamare. 

SNAV www.snav.it, in UK c/o Viamare. 

SNCM www.sncm.fr, c/o Southern Ferries, in UK 0844/815 7785, www.southernferries.co.uk. 

Tirrenia Line www.tirrenia.it, in UK c/o SMS Travel and Tourism, 020/7244 8422. 

Cross-Channel companies
Brittany Ferries UK 0871/244 0744, www.brittany-ferries.co.uk. Poole to Cherbourg; Portsmouth to Cherbourg, Caen and St Malo; Plymouth to Roscoff; Cork to Roscoff.


Eurotunnel UK 0870/535 3535, www.eurotunnel.com. Folkestone to Calais.


Irish Ferries Ireland 0818/300 400, UK 0871/730 0400; www.irishferries.com. Services from Rosslare to Cherbourg and Roscoff (May–Sept).


Norfolkline UK 0844/847 5042 (for reservations Dover to Dunkirk) or 0844/499 0007 (for reservations Belfast or Dublin to Liverpool), www.norfolkline.com.


P&O Ferries UK 0871/664 5645, www.poferries.com. Dublin to Liverpool and Dover to Calais.


Sea France 0871/222 2500, www.seafrance.com. Dover to Calais.


Transmanche/LD Lines UK 0800/917 1201, www.transmancheferries.com. Fast ferry connections between Dover and Boulogne (1hr), Newhaven and Dieppe, Portsmouth and Le Havre, and Rosslare and Cherbourg.
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