
		
			
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
		

	





Michael Broad spent much of his childhood gazing out of the window imagining he was somewhere more interesting.

Now he’s a grown-up, Michael still spends a lot of time gazing out of the window imagining he’s somewhere more interesting – but these days he writes and illustrates books as well.
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THIS IS URK

Urk is a monster. But to his parents disappointment he’s not very scary.
When Urk began scare training with the MONSTERBOOK he made friends with Will, his allocated fleshblob!


THIS IS WILL

Will is a human. He thinks monsters are revolting, but also very interesting.
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SCARE TRAINING

When Urk’s meant to be out scaring Will, the pair watch TV, eat snacks and read the MONSTERBOOK.

Urk makes up weekly scare reports for his parents, and Will learns more about the disgusting world of Monsterland.
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1

Miffni the Mean

In his murky brown bedroom, Urk shoved the Monsterbook into his rucksack and headed for the door. It was a scare-training night and the young monster was looking forward to spending time with his fleshblob friend Will.

Unfortunately his path was blocked by something large and mean.

‘Where do you think you’re going?’ growled Miffni, folding her arms defiantly.
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Miffni was technically Urk’s little sister – being two years younger – but she was twice his size and much more frightening.

‘Scare training, of course!’ said Urk, trying to nudge his way past.

‘Oh yes,’ she sneered, still refusing to budge. ‘I forgot about all those fantastic scare reports you fill out every week. You probably think you’ve got Mum and Dad completely fooled.’

‘I have no idea what you’re talking about,’ sighed Urk.

‘Really?’ said Miffni, producing a brown paper bag and waving it at him. ‘Then you must have a very good excuse for these,’ she added, tipping the contents over his head.

Urk’s eyes widened as the empty snack wrappers fluttered down around him and landed at his hooves. They were not Monsterland snack wrappers from Hairballs or Bugs’ Legs – these were all wrappers from fleshblob snacks!
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‘Where did you get those?’ he gasped.

‘I’ve been snooping through your rucksack looking for proof that you’re up to something,’ Miffni stated proudly. ‘And now I have evidence that you’ve been raiding your fleshblobs’ food cupboards!’

‘So what if I have?’ Urk said quickly, relieved that she didn’t suspect anything more. Stealing food was forbidden while in training – due to the obvious risks of rummaging around a kitchen. But making friends with a fleshblob was the worst thing a monster could do. ‘It’s none of your business anyway!’ he added.

‘You’re right,’ said Miffni. ‘But it is Mum and Dad’s business.’

‘You’re going to tell on me?’ Urk gasped, quickly gathering up the evidence.

‘Actually, I already have,’ grinned Miffni, jabbing a chubby thumb in the direction of the living room. ‘Mum and Dad sent me to fetch you. And they don’t look very happy …’
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2

The Bogey Bully

‘BOO!’ said Urk, jumping from the wardrobe and plonking his rucksack on Will’s cluttered desk. The young monster seemed in a hurry and didn’t collapse into his usual beanbag in front of the TV.

‘ARGH!’ said Will. ‘What’s up?’

‘My sister has been going through my stuff and found some old crisp bags and biscuit wrappers!’ Urk gasped. ‘She’s convinced my parents that I’ve been slacking off scare training and that I spend the whole time stealing snacks!’
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‘Uh oh!’ said Will, knowing how mean Urk’s enormous little sister was.

‘That’s not the worst of it,’ Urk sighed. He reached into his rucksack, pulled out a small glossy catalogue and handed it to his friend. ‘My parents have decided to take me off nightly scare training and they’re making me do this instead.’

What had looked like a glossy catalogue was actually a dull catalogue covered in slime, so the boy took the corner with the tips of his fingers and held it up.

‘What is it?’ Will gasped, thinking it looked like a catalogue selling humans.
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‘It’s the latest line of rubber fleshblob suits,’ Urk explained. ‘My parents want me to switch to daytime scares, disguised

as a human. I’m supposed to choose one from the catalogue and pick it up tonight.’ ‘Tonight?’ Will sighed, not wanting to spend a boring evening alone.
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‘Yeah,’ said Urk and began rummaging in his rucksack. Eventually he pulled out a dirty brown sack and a pair of forks and waved them at Will. ‘Fancy a trip to Monsterland?’

‘Definitely!’ said Will. The Jub Jub disguise meant the boy could enter the tunnels and mingle among monsters without any of them knowing he was a fleshblob, which was exciting and terrifying all at the same time.
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Before pulling on the Jub Jub disguise, Will couldn’t resist looking through the Fleshblob Fantasia catalogue. He was surprised how many different themes there were in the contents page, from ‘Dreadful Dinner Ladies’ to ‘Not Nice Nannies’, although they all had something to do with children.

‘Have you chosen one?’ asked Will, flicking to the ‘Tyrant Teachers’ section.
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‘Not yet,’ said Urk, peering over the boy’s shoulder.

All the fleshblob suits in the ‘Tyrant Teachers’ section had long noses and fierce expressions on their faces. The male ones wore beige suits with patches on their elbows and the female ones wore floral dresses and cardigans.


	
‘You think I should get one of those?’ asked Urk, frowning at the teachers.

‘No, I was just checking to see if any of my teachers were in here,’ laughed Will. ‘Some of them are pretty monstrous, so I wouldn’t be surprised if they were monsters in disguise.’

Urk took the catalogue and flicked to the ‘Naughty Kids’ section.

‘I was thinking of going for one of these,’ he said, holding up the page full of boys and girls around Will’s age. ‘They’re more my size and I thought if I looked like a regular kid we could hang out during the daytime.’
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Will’s eyes grew wide and his mouth dropped open.

‘What’s the matter?’ asked Urk. ‘Don’t you think that sounds fun?’

‘That kid just started at my school!’ gasped Will, pointing to one of the larger boy suits named Terrible Tyler. ‘He’s not in my year, but he steals everyone’s food at break time. He’s the reason I couldn’t offer you any snacks this week.’
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‘I wondered why that was,’ said Urk, taking a closer look at the description.

‘What else can you tell me about this boy?’ asked Urk, putting the catalogue aside and picking up the Monsterbook. ‘If we can work out what kind of monster is under the suit, we might be able to find his weaknesses.’

‘All I know is that if anyone refuses to hand over their food, he smears them with massive bogeys,’ said Will, shuddering at the memory. ‘Something he seems to have an endless supply of.’
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‘An endless supply of bogeys, eh?’ asked Urk, turning to the ‘Gruesome Gallery’ in the Monsterbook. The ‘Gruesome Gallery’ contains every kind of monster known to monster and after flicking between a few likely snotty suspects he eventually narrowed it down to one.

‘You’ve got a Goopsnottle on your hands!’ Urk gasped.

‘URGH!’ said Will, checking his hands for Goopsnottles.
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‘No, one of these,’ said Urk, tapping the page in the Monsterbook.





‘URGH!’ said Will when he saw the illustration.

‘So there’s nothing I can do to get rid of him?’ asked Will.

‘Not unless you want to get splattered with bogey bombs,’ said Urk, packing the catalogue and the Monsterbook into his rucksack. ‘And from what I’ve heard, that stuff will stick around for weeks!’
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‘Monsters are horrible!’ said Will, pulling on the Jub Jub sack and poking his forks through the grubby material. He peered through two meshy eyeholes and saw Urk gazing at his hooves. Realizing what he’d said, the boy quickly added, ‘Except you, of course!’

‘I know you didn’t mean me,’ sighed Urk, pulling the rucksack on to his shoulders. ‘But you’re right. The kids in your school shouldn’t have to put up with a greedy Goopsnottle stealing their food.’

[image: image]

‘But the Monsterbook said they have no weaknesses,’ said Will.

‘We’ll think of something,’ said Urk, patting his friend on the shoulder.

Will nodded uncertainly as they stepped into the wardrobe.

Once inside, the pair ducked through the hidden doorway and entered the damp, earthy tunnels leading to Monsterland. Urk pointed out a Nod and a Gwomper among the many creatures scuttling past, and Will looked them up in the Monsterbook to take his mind off the bogey bully.
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End of sample
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Goopsnotties are aggressive, disgusting
ond have a very sweet tooth. Thej
fovour mntimidation onnd \OO‘HV\g over

+roditional scoring ond usuailly seek oyt
a regulor source of sweet food.

Notural defences include bogey smearing,
bogey flicking, and the manutacture

bogey bombs. Goopsnotties are very
territoriol and always worK alone.

>

WEAKNESSES: They have no weoknesses!
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TERRIBLE TYLER:
Tyler is as rotten as
+hey comel This model
comes  complete  with
school tronsfer papers
and o free freckie pent
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TYRANT TEACHERg

/‘ Y/ \
MR MEANTLE. e loves

V\O-H’\ing more thon a
do«i\\) moaths cluizl

MRS GRIM: Shell
boke plain sugo«r—wcree
cookies for the class.

i :
MR GRUEL: He comes

with a free red pen
for all those Fs!

MRS MOAN: She'll
hond out stale sweets
covered in fluffl
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LTI
JUB JUB
Jub Jubs are 4ne wost
disgusting of all monsters, so
4heyre orced by monster
o Reaicavered ool
e e et
0 big smelly sock and use
Torks for honds
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FLESHBLOB SUIT ff)
Very realistic humon disguise
Fleshblob suits were invented
+0 allow monsters 40 sneok
e grount and sooee Fadvd
biob children during the doy
when they least expect i+






SnotgobbleBogeyBully/images/9780141966892_039.jpg





SnotgobbleBogeyBully/images/9780141966892_038.jpg





SnotgobbleBogeyBully/images/9780141966892_099.gif
THE TUNNELS
Tre Monsteriand 4unvels
are nomed ofter the street (I =
and house numbers above
like o giant muddy map.-
P
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" LURKERS

Lurkers come in all shapes and sizes
ond o two are ever the same. The one
+hing +he7 all have in common is their
ability to lurk. Lurking involves creeping
around without being seen ond moking
flesnblobs feel Iike they e being watched.
This is porticularly effective i davk
a\le\)wa\)s ond tunels.

o

EYEBALLS: The most you will ever see of
o lurker is e\)ebans in the dorkness!
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