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      DEERHOUND DETAILS

      
      
      There are a few things you ought to know about deerhounds before you read this story about Alfie.

      
            1. EARSTYLES

            
            They have the most expressive ears in the dog world. See the picture ‘Deerhound Earstyles’.

            2. SPEED

            
            They can outrun a car at speeds up to forty miles per hour.

            3. DEAR HOUNDS

            
            They are the sweetest, most gentle of hounds, always anxious not to offend their owners.

            4. FOOD

            
            Their best dinner is tripe and their favourite snack is cheese – any type, the smellier the better. They can detect someone
               opening a packet of cheese-and-onion crisps two doors away!
            

            5. NOSE PERISCOPE

            
            They can bend the tips of their noses round the corner.

            6. SMILER

            
            Some of them smile when pleased to see you.

            
            [image: image]

            7. NEAT EARS

            
            Deerhounds are supposed to have the outer layer of grey fur stripped from the ears, revealing the soft, short black hair beneath.

            
            [image: image]

            8. LEANING

            
            They like to lean on people – especially people they love.

            
            [image: image]

            9. GARDENING

            
            They are great hole-diggers. Once they’ve started a hole, they don’t stop till Australia.
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            10. COUCH POTATOES

            
            They are comfort freaks. Only a sofa or bed will do – see picture ‘Favourite Deerhound Fairytale’.

            11. THE SERPENTINE GROVEL

            
            When especially pleased to see you, or anxious that they’ve done wrong, they go into a serpentine grovel, almost tying themselves
               in a knot. They sometimes twist their head so far towards their tail that they overbalance and fall over.
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      It was the start of a perfect autumn day. The sort of day that called you to be up and outside. The sort of day when only good
         things should happen.
      

      
      Two cats were hunched on top of the garden wall between their houses. One was a brown-and-cream ragdoll cat named Florence
         and the other was a black-and-white ‘no-particular-breed’ named Humbug. Both cats sat perfectly still, faces turned to the
         rising sun, their fur ruffling in the gentle breeze.
      

      
      ‘How’s it going with the monster, then?’ asked Humbug.

      
      ‘Better,’ said Florence, blinking her swimming-pool-blue eyes. ‘I had a chat with him last week – made a sort of bargain –
         and now he’s a changed dog. Just as well, really. It was beginning to drive me nuts, all that noise and chasing me round the
         garden.’
      

      
      [image: image]

      
      ‘How did you do it?’ asked Humbug, intrigued. ‘I can’t imagine what bargain you could possibly make with a deerhound.’

      
      [image: image]

      
      ‘It was quite easy, actually,’ explained Florence. ‘He’s scared of thunder, and I mean really scared, so I promised I’d always snuggle up with him in the kitchen when there’s a storm if he promised never to chase me
         ever again – or anyone else for that matter – and it worked like magic.’
      

      
      ‘Cool,’ said Humbug admiringly.

      
      The sun had made its way up above the roofs and treetops and the two cats heard the first people getting into their cars and
         setting off to work. Florence stood up and stretched herself thoroughly. ‘I think I’ll go home for some breakfast,’ she said.
      

      
      ‘Hope it’s something nice,’ said Humbug.

      
      ‘It’s always the same dried stuff,’ called Florence over her shoulder. ‘But it is nice. See you around.’
      

      
      ‘Mmm,’ purred Humbug.

      
      [image: image]
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