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Introduction to Belgium & Luxembourg
There isn't a country on earth quite like Belgium. It's one of the smallest nations in Europe, yet it has three official languages and an intense regional rivalry between the Flemish-speaking north and the French-speaking south. Its historic cities – most famously Brussels, Bruges, Antwerp and Ghent – are the equal of any, as is its cuisine, with a host of regional specialities, alongside a marvellous range of beers and sumptuous chocolate. Neighbouring Luxembourg, commonly regarded as a refuge of bankers and diplomats, has surprises in store too: its capital, Luxembourg City, has an especially handsome setting, its tiny centre perched on a plateau above deep green gorges, and the rest of the country – diminutive though it is – boasts steep wooded hills and plunging valleys aplenty.
Many outsiders view Belgium and Luxembourg as good weekend-break material – but not much else, which is a pity, as this is historically one of the most complex and intriguing parts of Europe. Squeezed in between France, Germany and the Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg occupy a spot that has often decided the European balance of power. It was here that the Romans shared an important border with the Germanic tribes to the north; here that the Spanish Habsburgs finally met their match in the Protestant rebels of the Netherlands; here that Napoleon was finally defeated at the Battle of Waterloo; and – most famously – here, too, that the British and Belgians slugged it out with the Germans in World War I. Indeed so many powers have had an interest in this region that it was only in 1830 that Belgium and Luxembourg became separate, independent states.
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Hotel de Ville, Brussels
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: Interior, Brussels Cathedral]
Interior, Brussels Cathedral
Where to go
Belgium divides between the Flemish (Dutch-speaking) north of the country, known as Flanders, and French-speaking Wallonia in the south. There's more to this divide than just language, though: the north and south of the country are visually very different. The north, made up of the provinces of West and East Flanders, Antwerp, Limburg and the top half of Brabant, is mainly flat, with a landscape and architecture not unlike the Netherlands. Antwerp is the largest city here, a sprawling, bustling old port with doses of high fashion and high art in roughly equal measure. Further west, in the two provinces of Flanders, are the great Belgian medieval cloth towns of Bruges and Ghent, with a stunning concentration of Flemish art and architecture. Bruges in particular is the country's biggest tourist pull, and although this inevitably means it gets very crowded, you shouldn't miss it on any account. Beyond lies the Belgian coast, which makes valiant attempts to compete with the seaside resorts of the rest of Europe but is ultimately let down by the coldness of the North Sea. Nonetheless, there are a couple of appealing seaside resorts, most notably De Haan, and the beaches and duney interludes along the coast are delightful. Nonetheless, you might be better off spending time in some of the other inland Flanders towns, not least Ieper, formerly and better known as Ypres, where every year visitors come to reflect on the stark sights of the nearby World War I battlefields and vast, sad acreages of cemeteries.
Marking the meeting of the Flemish and Walloon parts of Belgium, Brussels, the capital, is more exciting and varied than its reputation as a bland Euro-capital would suggest. Central enough to be pretty much unavoidable, it's moreover useful as a base for day-trips, especially given that Belgium isn't a large country and has an excellent public transport system. Bruges and Ghent are easily accessible from here, as is the old university city of Leuven to the east, and the cathedral city of Mechelen, halfway to Antwerp.
[image: Manneken Pis souvenir]
Manneken Pis souvenir
Flemish Brabant encircles Brussels, but to the south of the capital it narrows into a slender corridor beyond which lies Wallonian Brabant, distinguished by the splendid church at Nivelles and the elegaic abbey ruins at nearby Villers-la-Ville. West of here, the Walloon province of Hainaut is dotted with industrial centres like Charleroi and more appealing Mons, but also home to the handsome old town of Tournai. East of here lies Belgium's most scenically rewarding region, the Ardennes, spread across the three provinces of Namur, Liège and Luxembourg. This is an area of deep, wooded valleys and heathy plateaux, often very wild and excellent for hiking, cycling and canoeing. Use either Namur or Luxembourg City as a jumping-off point for the heart of the region, at Bouillon or La Roche-en-Ardenne.
[image: Het Zwin Nature Reserve]
Het Zwin Nature Reserve
The Ardennes reaches across the Belgian border into the northern part of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, a green landscape of high hills and wooded ravines topped with crumbling castles overlooking rushing rivers. The two best centres for touring the countryside are the quiet little towns of Vianden and Echternach, featuring an extravagantly picturesque castle and a splendid abbey respectively. Indeed, despite its feeble reputation, the Duchy – or rather its northern reaches – packs more scenic highlights into its tight borders than many other more renowned holiday spots, and is perfect for hiking and, at a pinch, mountain-biking. The Ardennes fizzles out as you reach the plainer scenery of the south, where the rolling agricultural terrain of the Gutland is a pleasant preamble to Luxembourg City, whose bastions and bulwarks recall the days when this was one of the strongest fortresses in Europe.
[image: Luxembourg City]
Luxembourg City
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Brussels skateboarders
Where to go | 
Fact file
• Belgium has a population of around 10 million. Of these, around 5.5 million live in Flemish-speaking Flanders, while 3.5 million dwell in French-speaking Wallonia; there's also a small German-speaking community in the east. The tenacity of regional (and linguistic) feeling is such that Belgium is a federal state: both Flanders and Wallonia have their own regional administrations, as does the capital, Brussels, which is officially bilingual and has a population of around one million. A constitutional monarchy, Belgium has a bicameral parliament, comprising the Senate and Chamber of Deputies.
• The tiny Grand Duchy of Luxembourg has a population of around 480,000, a sixth of which lives in the capital, Luxembourg City. Luxembourgers switch comfortably between French, German and their own official spoken language, Lëzeburgesch (Luxembourgish), a dialect of German – all without so much as an intercommunal ripple. French and German are the official languages for all written purposes except governmental administration, which is conducted in French. The Duchy is a constitutional monarchy governed by the Chamber of Deputies, working in tandem with the Council of State.
• The vast majority of Belgians and Luxembourgers classify themselves as Roman Catholics.

Where to go | 
Food
The thing about Belgian food is the quality: there are, of course, exceptions, but almost everywhere the care and attention lavished on everything from a sandwich through to a restaurant meal is outstanding. Every province, and often a particular town, prides itself on its specialities, from the hearty fish or chicken stews of the north to the wild boar, hare, venison and pheasant of the south, via mussels and beef served every which way. The sheer creativity of the country's chefs fair takes the breath away – it's hard to imagine any other place where the humble white leaves of the chicory plant – endives – can spawn no fewer than fifty popular recipes. To help you munch your way across the country, we've given café and restaurant recommendations throughout the guide.
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Chocolate
Belgians get through a lot of chocolate – several kilograms for each one of them every year – but there again, considering how good the chocolates are, it's a wonder it isn't more. The Belgians picked up their love of chocolate via the most circuitous of historical routes. The Aztecs of Mexico were drinking chocolate, which they believed gave them wisdom and power, when Hernando Cortéz's Spanish conquistadors turned up in 1519. Cortéz took a liking to the stuff and, after butchering the locals, brought cocoa beans back to Spain as a novelty gift for the Emperor Charles V in 1528. Within a few years its consumption had spread across Charles's empire, including today's Belgium and Luxembourg. At first the making of chocolate was confined to a few Spanish monasteries, but eventually Belgians got into the act and they now produce what are generally regarded as the best chocolates in the world. Every Belgian town and city has at least a couple of specialist chocolate shops and the more popular tourist spots – Brussels and Bruges especially – have dozens.
[image: ]
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Jacques Brel
A legend in his own musical lifetime, Jacques Brel (1929–78) was born and raised in Schaarbeek, a suburb of Brussels, though he lived most of his life in France. Brel's first job was in his father's cardboard factory, but, clearly dissatisfied, he upped sticks in the early 1950s, moving to Paris, where he rapidly established himself as a troubadour, singing self-penned songs that became increasingly complex as the years rolled by. By 1960, Brel had hit his full musical stride, his rich and gravelly voice ideal for his angst-filled lyrics of love, sorrow and desire. To get the full feeling of the man and his work, visit the Fondation Internationale Jacques Brel in Brussels.
[image: ]

When to go
Belgium enjoys a fairly standard temperate climate, with warm, if mild, summers and moderately cold winters. Generally speaking, temperatures rise the further south you go, with Wallonia a couple of degrees warmer than Flanders for most of the year, though in the east this is offset by the more severe climate of continental Europe, and emphasized by the increase in altitude of the Ardennes. Luxembourg, too, has more extreme temperatures and harsher winters, often accompanied by snow. In both countries rain is always a possibility, though you can expect a greater degree of precipitation in the Ardennes and upland regions than on the northern plains.
[image: Passenger boat from Damme to Bruges]
Passenger boat from Damme to Bruges
The cities of Belgium and Luxembourg are all-year tourist destinations, though you might think twice about visiting Bruges, the region's most popular spot, during August, when things get mighty crowded. Flanders as a whole is best visited any time between early spring and late autumn, though winter time has its advantages too – iced canals and hoarfrost polders – if you don't mind the short hours of daylight. Wallonia, especially the Ardennes, is more seasonal, with many things closing down in the winter, so try to visit between April and October.
[image: Bicycle, Ghent]
Bicycle, Ghent
[image: Rue du Marché au Charbon, Brussels]
Rue du Marché au Charbon, Brussels
When to go | 
Sandcastles
The Belgian coast may be crowded and short, the weather unreliable and the North Sea decidedly chilly, but it does boast a superb sandy beach, stretching from Knokke-Heist in the north to De Panne, 70km to the south, with very few interruptions. The Belgians make the most of it, descending in their thousands every summer weekend to play beach sports and build sandcastles – but not just any old sandcastle. Right along the coast, ardent enthusiasts apply themselves with industrial zeal, helped by JCBs and tractors, creating enormous, imaginative edifices from spaceships to sculpted tableaux of Belgians in some metaphysical mess or another, all cheered on by an appreciative crowd. Almost every resort has at least one sandcastle-building competition each summer, with one of the best held in the tiny resort of Zeebrugge in late August.
[image: ]

Average monthly temperatures and rainfall
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27 things not to miss
It's not possible to see everything that Belgium and Luxembourg have to offer in one trip – and we don't suggest you try. What follows, in no particular order, is a selective and subjective taste of the two countries' highlights, from wonderful food and striking Gothic architecture to handsome forested hills. 
01 Bruges  • With its canals, museums and gorgeous medieval architecture, Bruges is without question one of Europe's most beguiling cities.[image: Bruges]

02 Luxembourg City  • The mighty bastions and stern ramparts of the Old Town offer commanding views of the valleys below.[image: Luxembourg City]

03 Antwerp fashion scene  • Antwerp has produced a small army of internationally acclaimed fashion designers and their work is showcased at the enterprising MoMu fashion museum.[image: Antwerp fashion scene]

04 Trésor du Prieuré d'Oignies, Namur  • A fabulous hoard of exquisitely crafted, jewel-encrusted metalwork dating from the early thirteenth century is displayed here in Namur.[image: Trésor du Prieuré d'Oignies, Namur]

05 Moules  • Belgian cuisine is second to none, but it's not all about rich sauces and fancy preparation – and the national dish, mussels and fries, proves the point.[image: Moules]

06 Cycling  • Pancake-flat northern Belgium is perfect for bicycling; cycle paths are legion, with some of the prettiest running alongside the poplar-lined canals near Bruges.[image: Cycling]

07 Grand-Place, Brussels  • There are beautiful, delicately carved guildhouses in many Belgian towns, but none quite reaches the heights of those in the capital's main square.[image: Grand-Place, Brussels]

08 Brussels' Art Nouveau  • The capital's middle class took to this style of architecture like ducks to water; Victor Horta and Paul Hankar are the names to conjure with.[image: Brussels' Art Nouveau]

09 Hotel Die Swaene, Bruges  • This immaculate hotel has oodles of character, from the antique lounge and reception to the infinitely comfortable bedrooms.[image: Hotel Die Swaene, Bruges]

10 Ostend beach  • The Channel Tunnel may have ended Ostend's days as a busy cross-Channel port, but it's busy reinventing itself as a seaside resort – and it certainly has a smashing beach.[image: Ostend beach]

11 Beer  • With over seven hundred different Belgian beers to choose from, you've got to start somewhere and the brews of the Trappist monks – such as Rochefort (pictured) – will do very nicely.[image: Beer]

12 Ghent's St Baafskathedraal  • Home to Jan van Eyck's Adoration of the Mystic Lamb, quite simply one of the medieval world's most astonishing paintings.[image: Ghent's St Baafskathedraal]

13 Antwerp's Cathedral  • Perhaps the most beautiful Gothic structure in Belgium and, even better, its interior is graced by four fine paintings by Rubens.[image: Antwerp's Cathedral]

14 Museés Royaux des Beaux Arts, Brussels  • You'd have to go an awfully long way to beat Belgium's best art museum, with superb collections ranging from Jan van Eyck, Bosch and Bruegel to Ensor and Magritte.[image: Museés Royaux des Beaux Arts, Brussels]

15 Bouillon  • Nestling among wooded hills and set beneath the craggy remains of its castle, Bouillon is one of the prettiest resorts in the Ardennes, busy in summer with campers, walkers and kayakers.[image: Bouillon]

16 Place du Jeu de Balle, Brussels  • Fleamarket-mania overtakes Brussels on a Sunday morning and this is the place to head for, in the Marolles district.[image: Place du Jeu de Balle, Brussels]

17 Luxembourg's vineyards  • Many of the Grand Duchy's vineyards, strung along the River Moselle, offer tours and tastings of their deliciously fruity wines.[image: Luxembourg's vineyards]

18 Procession of the Holy Blood, Bruges  • Once a sombre religious ceremony, these days it's as much a (rather classy) historical pageant.[image: Procession of the Holy Blood, Bruges]

19 Vianden  • This pretty little town, in the middle of wild, wooded countryside, possesses the most impressive of Luxembourg's many hilltop castles.[image: Vianden]

20 Kayaking and hiking in the Ardennes  • A real treat, especially around La Roche, Bouillon or Echternach – you don't have to be a zealous athlete to enjoy it either.[image: Kayaking and hiking in the Ardennes]

21 Musée René Magritte  • Magritte's disconcerting paintings have been reproduced in their millions; he was, without doubt, one of Belgium's most brilliant artists.[image: Musée René Magritte]

22 Het Zwin  • This nature reserve on the Belgian coast offers a pristine coastal landscape of polders and dykes, marshes and salt flats, which together combine to attract a rich birdlife.[image: Het Zwin]

23 The Hautes Fagnes  • A high plateau in the Ardennes region, providing some fabulous hiking amid a wild and windswept expanse of wood and moorland.[image: The Hautes Fagnes]

24 Carnival  • Nowhere else in Europe celebrates carnival with the vim and gusto of Belgium. For originality, the pick of the carnival crop is at Binche, Eupen and Stavelot.[image: Carnival]

25 Menin Gate  • World War I was decided on the plain of Flanders, a point hammered home by the interminable names on the hulking mass of the Menin Gate in Ieper.[image: Menin Gate]

26 Comic strips  • Brussels' outstanding Comic Strip Centre samples the work of all the country's leading cartoonists, from Herge's bequiffed Tintin through to Peyo's Smurfs.[image: Comic strips]

27 Café society  • In every town square in Belgium and Luxembourg, locals sip coffee and nibble at cakes and biscuits by day, moving on to the beer and wine in the evening. Nothing could be more hospitable.[image: Café society]

Basics
Getting there
Getting around
Accommodation
Food and drink
The media
Festivals and events
Shopping
Travel essentials


Getting there
UK travellers are spoilt for choice when it comes to deciding how to get to Belgium. There are flights to Brussels from London and a string of regional airports; Eurostar trains from London to Brussels; ferries from Rosyth and Hull to Zeebrugge, near Bruges, and from Ramsgate to Ostend; Eurotunnel services from Folkestone to Calais, a short drive from the Belgian coast; and frequent international buses from London to Brussels. Buses are usually the least expensive means of transportation, but Eurostar is faster and often not that much more expensive, and there are all sorts of great deals on flights too. Luxembourg is also easy to get to: there are flights from London and a couple of regional airports, but, perhaps most tempting of all, it's just two and a half hours from Brussels to Luxembourg City by train.
Getting there | 
Fly less – stay longer! Travel and climate change
Climate change is the single biggest issue facing our planet. It is caused by a build-up in the atmosphere of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases, which are emitted by many sources – including planes. Already, flights account for around 3–4 percent of human-induced global warming: that figure may sound small, but it is rising year on year and threatens to counteract the progress made by reducing greenhouse emissions in other areas.
Rough Guides regard travel, overall, as a global benefit, and feel strongly that the advantages to developing economies are important, as are the opportunities for greater contact and awareness among peoples. But we all have a responsibility to limit our personal "carbon footprint". That means giving thought to how often we fly and what we can do to redress the harm that our trips create.
Flying and climate change
Pretty much every form of motorized travel generates CO2, but planes are particularly bad offenders, releasing large volumes of greenhouse gases at altitudes where their impact is far more harmful. Flying also allows us to travel much further than we would contemplate doing by road or rail, so the emissions attributable to each passenger are greater. For example, one person taking a return flight between Europe and California produces the equivalent impact of 2.5 tonnes of CO2 – similar to the yearly output of the average UK car.
Less harmful planes may evolve but it will be decades before they replace the current fleet – which could be too late for avoiding climate chaos. In the meantime, there are limited options for concerned travellers: to reduce the amount we travel by air (take fewer trips, stay longer!), to avoid night flights (when plane contrails trap heat from Earth but can't reflect sunlight back to space), and to make the trips we do take "climate neutral" via a carbon-offset scheme.

Carbon-offset schemes
Offset schemes run by www.climatecare.org, www.carbonneutral.com and others allow you to "neutralize" the greenhouse gases that you are responsible for releasing. Their websites have simple calculators that let you work out the impact of any flight. Once that's done, you can pay to fund projects that will reduce future carbon emissions by an equivalent amount (such the distribution of low-energy lightbulbs and cooking stoves in developing countries). Please take the time to visit our website and make your trip climate-neutral.
www.roughguides.com/climatechange


For travellers arriving from North America, the main decision is whether to fly direct to Brussels – though the options are limited – or via another European city, probably London. Australians, New Zealanders and South Africans have to fly via another city – there are no nonstop flights.
Getting there | 
Flights from the UK and Ireland
From the UK, Belgium and Luxembourg's two major airports – Brussels and Luxembourg City – are readily reached from London and a number of regional airports. There's also Brussels-Charleroi airport, whose name is somewhat deceptive – it's actually on the edge of Charleroi, an industrial town about 50km south of the capital. As for flight options, British Airways, bmi and SN Brussels Airlines all fly regularly to Brussels from London Heathrow; SN Brussels also flies to Brussels from Gatwick; VLM flies there from London City airport, and may be worth considering both for this flight and the flights it operates to Antwerp. As for regional airports, British Airways flies to Brussels from Bristol, Southampton, Birmingham, Newcastle, Manchester, Aberdeen, Edinburgh, Glasgow and Belfast, as does the Dutch airline, KLM, which also flies from Cardiff and Norwich; Air France flies to Brussels from Southampton, VLM from Southampton and Liverpool; SN Brussels from Birmingham, Newcastle and Glasgow, bmi from East Midlands, Leeds Bradford, Edinburgh, Belfast and Dublin; flybe links Brussels with Manchester and Southampton; and Ryanair flies to Brussels-Charleroi from Glasgow and Stansted. Alternatively, Luxair has flights to Luxembourg City from Manchester and London Heathrow. Flying times are insignificant: London to Brussels takes a little over an hour, London to Luxembourg one hour and twenty minutes, the same from Newcastle to Brussels.
Flying from Ireland, there's much less choice, but Ryanair charges very reasonable rates for flights from either Dublin or Shannon to Brussels-Charleroi. Luxair flies between Dublin and Luxembourg City.
Whichever route and carrier you choose, it's hard to say precisely what you'll pay at any given time: it depends on when you book and when you fly, what offers are available, and how lucky you get. However, flying to Brussels with one of the low-cost airlines between April and September you'll probably pay around £100 return (including taxes) travelling at convenient times at the weekend, £150 with one of the full-service carriers. Weekday travel will cost £50–60 with a budget carrier, and maybe £100 or so with a full-service airline. Of course if you want more flexibility with your ticket you'll pay more, as you will if you book at the last minute – economy return tickets from London to Brussels can cost anything up to £400. All carriers offer their lowest prices online, rather than with phone booking.
Getting there | 
From the US and Canada
From the US, you can fly direct to Brussels from New York City (American, Delta, or Continental from Newark) and Chicago (American), but you'll find cheaper deals if you're prepared to stop once, either in the US or mainland Europe. Fares to Brussels can be found for as little as around $800 if you're prepared to change; otherwise reckon on spending around $1200–1500 return. From Chicago, nonstop fares cost around $2000, but you can cut this to around $1200 with one stopover. There are no direct flights from the West Coast, but plenty of carriers will get you to Brussels with one stop, for as little as $1200 return. There are no direct flights from the US to Luxembourg.
From Canada, the best deals are offered by Air Canada, which flies non-stop to London Heathrow, with onward connections to Brussels. From Toronto to Brussels, expect to pay around CDN$1800 in high season and CDN$1300 in low season, while typical fares from Vancouver are around CDN$2050 in high season and CDN$1350 in low season.
Getting there | 
From Australia and New Zealand
There are no direct flights from Australia or New Zealand to Brussels or Luxembourg City. Most itineraries will involve two changes, one in the Far East – Singapore, Bangkok or Kuala Lumpur – and then another in the gateway city of the airline you're flying with: most commonly Paris, Amsterdam or London. You can get tickets to Brussels from Sydney or Melbourne for AUS$1500–2000 if you shop around, and from Auckland for slightly more.
Getting there | 
From South Africa
There are no direct flights from South Africa to Belgium or Luxembourg City, but KLM does offer direct flights to Amsterdam, a short train ride away from Belgium, from Cape Town and Johannesburg. Alternatively, South African Airways flies direct to London and Frankfurt, from either of which hub city it's a short hop onto Belgium and Luxembourg; Lufthansa also links South Africa with Frankfurt. Flights with KLM from Cape Town to Amsterdam cost around R7400, R8200 from Johannesburg. Indirect flights via London or Frankfurt cost around R8000.
Getting there | 
By train from the UK
Eurostar trains running through the Channel Tunnel put Belgium within easy striking distance of London's St Pancras plus two stations in Kent– Ashford and Ebbsfleet. Indeed, considering the time it takes to check into any of London's airports, Eurostar is often faster than a flight if, that is, you live in or near London. Eurostar operates around ten services a day from London St Pancras to Bruxelles-Midi, and the journey time is a very competitive, one hour and fiftty minutes. Fares are not, however, quite as competitive: the cost of a regular second-class return ticket is around £120, though there are myriad deals and, if you book at least 21 days in advance, you can expect to halve the cost. Alternatively, you can get the train to either Hull or Rosyth, from where there are direct car ferries to Zeebrugge, or go to Ramsgate for the car ferry to Ostend; see "By ferry from the UK" for more on car ferries.
If you're visiting Belgium and/or Luxembourg as part of a longer European trip, it may be worth considering a pan-European rail pass. There are lots to choose from and Rail Europe (www.raileurope.com), the umbrella company for all national and international passes, operates a comprehensive website detailing all the options with prices. Note in particular that some passes have to be bought before leaving home, others can only be bought in specific countries. For train travel within Belgium and Luxembourg, see "Getting around".
Getting there | 
Driving from the UK
To reach Belgium by car or motorbike, you can either take one of the car ferries mentioned below or use Eurotunnel's shuttle train through the Channel Tunnel. Note that Eurotunnel only carries cars (including occupants) and motorbikes, not cyclists and foot passengers. From the Eurotunnel exit in Calais, it's just 50km or so to De Panne, on the Belgian coast, 120km to Bruges and 200km to Brussels.
Getting there | Driving from the UK | 
Eurotunnel
There are up to four Eurotunnel shuttle trains per hour (only one per hour midnight–6am), taking 35 minutes (45min for some night departure times); you must check in at Folkestone at least thirty minutes before departure. It's possible to turn up and buy your ticket at the toll booths (exit the M20 at junction 11a), though at busy times booking is advisable. Fares depend on the time of year, time of day and length of stay (the cheapest ticket is for a day trip, followed by a five-day return); it's cheaper to travel between 10pm and 6am, while the highest fares are reserved for weekend departures and returns in July and August. Prices are charged per vehicle: short-stay savers between April and October for a car start at around £110. If you wish to stay more than five days, a standard return costs from around £130, while a more flexible "Flexiplus" fare, which entitles you to change your plans at the last minute, costs more still. Some special offers are usually also available.
Getting there | 
By ferry from the UK
Three operators currently run car ferries from the UK direct to two ports in Belgium. They are Transeuropa Ferries, whose vessels link Ramsgate with Ostend (4hr); P&O Ferries from Hull to Zeebrugge (13hr); and Superfast Ferries from Rosyth to Zeebrugge (18hr). Zeebrugge is a few kilometres from Bruges. Tariffs vary enormously, depending on when you leave, how long you stay, what size your vehicle is and how many passengers are in it; on the two longer routes, there is also the cost of a cabin to consider. As a sample fare, Transeuropa Ferries charges about £55 to transport a car and four passengers from Ramsgate to Ostend in high season – and the return is thrown in free if completed within 48 hours. On the two longer routes, booking ahead is strongly recommended – indeed it's essential in summer.
Getting there | 
By train from continental Europe
Belgium and Luxembourg have borders with France, Germany and the Netherlands. A veritable raft of rail lines runs into Belgium from its neighbours – and Luxembourg has good international connections too. Ordinary trains link many cities and towns and there are also the express trains of Thalys, a combined project of the Belgian, Dutch, French and German railways. The hub of the Thalys network is Brussels, from where there are trains to – among many destinations – Rotterdam, Amsterdam, Paris and Cologne.
Getting there | 
By bus from the UK
Given the low cost of budget-airline airfares, travelling by long-distance bus from the UK to Belgium may not seem too attractive a proposition, but it is still likely to be the cheapest way of getting there. Eurolines, part of National Express, has four daily departures from London's Victoria coach station to Brussels, with a journey time of around eight hours. Return tickets cost about £55–60, and there are small discounts for travellers under 25 and over 60. A company called Anglia Lines also has one departure a day from London to Brussels, charging as little as £20 return. Both bus companies offer connecting services to other destinations in both Belgium and Luxembourg.
Getting there | 
Airlines, agents and operators
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Online booking agents
 www.expedia.co.uk (UK), www.expedia.com (US) www.expedia.ca (Canada) www.lastminute.com (UK) www.opodo.co.uk (UK) www.orbitz.com (US) www.travelocity.co.uk (UK), www.travelocity.com (US), www.travelocity.ca (Canada) www.zuji.com.au (Australia), www.zuji.co.nz (New Zealand) 
Getting there | Airlines, agents and operators | 
Airlines
Air Canada US & Canada 1-888/247-2262, UK 0871/220 1111, Republic of Ireland 01/679 3958, Australia 1300/655 767, New Zealand 0508/747 767, www.aircanada.com. 
Air France US 1-800/237-2747, Canada 1-800/667-2747, UK 0870/142 4343, Australia 1300/390 190, South Africa 0861/340 340, www.airfrance.com. 
Air India US 1-800/223-7776, Canada 1800-625/6424, UK 020/8560 9996 or 8745 1000, Australia 02/9283 4020, New Zealand 09/631 5651, www.airindia.com. 
Air New Zealand Australia 13 24 76, New Zealand 0800/737 000, UK 0800/028 4149, US 1-800/262-1234, Canada 1-800/663-5494, www.airnz.co.nz. 
American Airlines US 1-800/433-7300, UK 0845/7789 789, Republic of Ireland 01/602 0550, Australia 1800/673 486, New Zealand 0800/445 442, www.aa.com. 
bmi US 1-800/788-0555, UK 0870/607 0555 or 0870/607 0222, Ireland 01/407 3036, www.flybmi.com. 
British Airways US & Canada 1-800/AIRWAYS, UK 0870/850 9850, Republic of Ireland 1890/626 747, Australia 1300/767 177, New Zealand 09/966 9777, South Africa 114/418 600, www.ba.com. 
Cathay Pacific US 1-800/233-2742, Canada 1-800/2686-868, UK 020/8834 8888, Australia 13 17 47, New Zealand 09/379 0861, South Africa 11/700 8900, www.cathaypacific.com. 
CityJet UK 0845/0845 747, Republic of Ireland 01/605 0383, www.cityjet.com. 
Delta US & Canada 1-800/221-1212, UK 0845/600 0950, Republic of Ireland 1850/882 031 or 01/407 3165, Australia 1300/302 849, New Zealand 09/9772232, www.delta.com. 
easyJet UK 0905/821 0905, www.easyjet.com. 
flybe UK 0871/700 0535, Republic of Ireland/International 0044/13922 68500www.flybe.com. 
JAL (Japan Air Lines) US & Canada 1-800/525-3663, UK 0845/774 7700, Ireland 01/408 3757, Australia 02/9272 1111, New Zealand 09/379 9906, South Africa 11/214 2560, www.jal.com or www.japanair.com 
Lufthansa US 1-800/3995-838, Canada 1-800/563-5954, UK 0870/837 7747, Republic of Ireland 01/844 5544, Australia 1300/655 727, New Zealand 0800-945 220, South Africa 0861/842 538, www.lufthansa.com. 
Luxair UK 0800/389 9443, Ireland 0044-80038 99443, www.luxair.lu. 
Malaysia Airlines US 1-800/5529-264, UK 0870/607 9090, Republic of Ireland 01/6761 561, Australia 13 26 27, New Zealand 0800/777 747, South Africa 11-8809 614, www.malaysia-airlines.com. 
Qantas Airways US & Canada 1-800/227-4500, UK 0845/774 7767, Republic of Ireland 01/407 3278, Australia 13 13 13, New Zealand 0800/808 767 or 09/357 8900, South Africa 11/441 8550, www.qantas.com. 
Ryanair UK 0871/246 0000, Republic of Ireland 0818/303 030, www.ryanair.com. 
SN Brussels Airlines US 1-516/740-5200, Canada 1-866/308-2230, UK 0870/735 2345, Republic of Ireland 01/844 6006, Australia 02/9767 4305, www.flysn.com. 
Singapore Airlines US 1-800/742-3333, Canada 1-800/663-3046, UK 0844/800 2380, Republic of Ireland 01/671 0722, Australia 13 10 11, New Zealand 0800/808 909, South Africa 11/880 8560 or 11/880 8566, www.singaporeair.com. 
South African Airways US & Canada 1-800/722-9675, UK 0870/747 1111, Australia 1800/221 699, New Zealand 09/977 2237, South Africa 11/978 1111, www.flysaa.com. 
United Airlines US 1-800/UNITED-1, UK 0845/844 4777, Australia 13 17 77, www.united.com. 
Virgin Atlantic US 1-800/821-5438, UK 0870/380 2007, Australia 1300/727 340, South Africa 11/340 3400, www.virgin-atlantic.com. 
Virgin Express UK 0870/730 1134, www.virgin-express.com. 
VLM Airlines (Vlaamse Luchttransportmaatschappij; Flemish Airlines) UK 0871/666 5050, www.flyvlm.com. 
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Agents and operators
ebookers UK 0800/082 3000, Republic of Ireland 01/488 3507, www.ebookers.com. www.ebookers.ie. Low fares on an extensive selection of scheduled flights and package deals.
North South Travel UK 01245/608 291, www.northsouthtravel.co.uk. Friendly, competitive travel agency, offering discounted fares worldwide. Profits are used to support projects in the developing world, especially the promotion of sustainable tourism.
Trailfinders UK 0845/058 5858, Republic of Ireland 01/677 7888, Australia 1300/780 212, www.trailfinders.com. One of the best-informed and most efficient agents for independent travellers.
STA Travel US 1-800/781-4040, UK 0871/2300 040, Australia 134 STA, New Zealand 0800/474 400, SA 0861/781 781. Worldwide specialists in independent travel; also student IDs, travel insurance, car rental, rail passes, and more. Good discounts for students and under-26s. www.statravel.com.
Getting there | Airlines, agents and operators | 
Train contacts
Eurostar 0870/518 6186, www.eurostar.com. 
French Railways  (SNCF) France www.sncf.fr. 
German Rail www.bahn.de. 
International Rail 08700/841 410, www.international-rail.com. 
Netherlands Rail www.ns.nl. 
Rail Europe 08708/371 371, www.raileurope.co.uk. 
Thalys www.thalys.com. 
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Bus contacts
Anglia Lines 0870 608 8806, www.anglia-lines.co.uk. 
Eurolines 08705 808080,www.nationalexpress.com/eurolines. 
Getting there | Airlines, agents and operators | 
Ferry contacts
P&O Ferries 08705/980 333, www.poferries.com 
Superfast Ferries 0870/234 0870, www.superfast.com. 
Transeuropa Ferries 01843/595 522, www.transeuropaferries.com. 
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Eurotunnel contact
Eurotunnel 08705/35 35 35, www.eurotunnel.com. 
Getting around
Travelling around Belgium is almost always easy: it's a small country, and there's an extremely well-organized – and reasonably priced – public transport system in which an extensive train network is supplemented by (and tied in with) a plethora of local bus services. Luxembourg is, of course, even smaller, but here matters are not quite so straightforward: the train network is limited, and the public transport system is largely based around buses, whose timetables often demand careful scrutiny if you're doing much travelling.
Getting around | 
French and Flemish place names
The list below provides the French and Flemish names of some of the more important towns in Belgium where the difference may cause confusion. The official name comes first, the alternative afterwards, except in the case of Brussels where both languages are of equal standing.
French– Flemish
Bruxelles – Brussel
Ath – Aat
Liège – Luik
Mons – Bergen
Namur – Namen
Nivelles – Nijvel
Soignies – Zinnik
Tournai – Doornik

Flemish– French
Antwerpen – Anvers
Brugge – Bruges
De Haan – Le Coq
Gent – Gand
Ieper – Ypres
Kortrijk – Courtrai
Leuven – Louvain
Mechelen – Malines
Oostende – Ostende
Oudenaarde – Audenarde
Ronse – Renaix
Sint Truiden – St-Trond
Tienen – Tirlemont
Tongeren – Tongres
Veurne – Furnes
Zoutleeuw – Léau


Travel between Belgium and Luxembourg is a seamless affair – with no border controls and with routine through-ticketing by train and bus. Two main rail lines link the two countries – one from Brussels to Luxembourg City via Namur and Arlon; the other from Liège to Luxembourg City. Journey times are insignificant – Brussels to Luxembourg City takes under three hours – and services are frequent.
For details of how to get to Belgium and Luxembourg by train, see "Eurotunnel". Note also that in addition to the domestic deals and discounts described below, there is a host of pan-European rail passes. Some have to be bought before leaving home while others can be bought only in specific countries; for further details, see "Eurotunnel".
Getting around | 
Belgium by train
The best way of getting around Belgium is by train. The system, operated by the Société Nationale des Chemins de Fer Belges/Belgische Spoorwegen (Belgian Railways; www.b-rail.be, www.sncb.be or www.nmbs.be), is one of the best in Europe: trains are fast, frequent and very punctual; the network of lines is comprehensive; and fares are relatively low. For example, a standard, second-class ticket (billet ordinaire/gewone biljet) from Brussels airport to Bruges, about 100km away, is €13.20, while Bruges to Arlon, one of the longest domestic train journeys you can make, costs just €18 one-way. Standard return tickets are twice the cost of a single, but same-day return tickets knock about ten percent off the price. First-class fares cost about fifty percent on top of the regular fare. There are substantial discounts for children and seniors (65+). With any ticket, you're free to stop off anywhere en route and continue your journey later that day, but you're not allowed to backtrack. Belgian Railways publishes a comprehensive and easy-to-use timetable (indicateur/spoorboekje), which is available for €10 at all major stations, as well as mounds of information on its various services, passes and fares. Note, however, that you are not allowed to buy a ticket with a foreign debit card and neither do automatic ticket machines accept foreign credit or debit cards.
[image: ]
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Discount train tickets and deals in Belgium
Belgian Railways offers a variety of discount tickets and deals, perhaps the most useful of which is the Rail pass, which permits ten single journeys between any two train stations (frontier points excluded) for just €69 in second class, €109 in first. The pass is valid for a year from the date of purchase and is transferable – two people travelling together, for example, could use the same pass. There is an under-26 version too, the Go Pass, issued for second-class travel only and costing €45. Another useful offering are the special weekend returns, which can knock up to fifty percent off the cost of regular travel, though these tickets are non-transferable. For further information, consult Belgian Railways' website.
Getting around | 
Luxembourg by train
In Luxembourg, the trains are run by the Société Nationale des Chemins de Fer Luxembourgeois (CFL; www.cfl.lu in French, details in English at www.luxembourg.co.uk). The network comprises just a handful of lines, with the principal route cutting north– south down the middle of the country from Belgium's Liège to Luxembourg City via Clervaux and Ettelbruck. The timetable is simplicity itself, with trains travelling to and from every station hourly at the same time past the hour between 8am and 8pm. A free diagrammatic plan of the country's bus and train network is available at most train stations, as are individual train and bus timetables, or you can purchase a countrywide bus and train timetable from train stations and major newsagents at minimal cost. Network tickets, valid for train and bus travel across the whole of the Grand Duchy, are very reasonably priced with a one-day pass costing €5, €20 for a pack of five. These are valid from the first time you use them (you must punch them in the machines provided to record the time) until 8am the following day. Another option, available between Easter and October, is the Luxembourg Card, which permits free travel on the country's buses and trains and also gives discounted admission to many tourist attractions. It can be bought for one-, two- or three-day periods, and costs €10, €17 or €24 respectively per person. For more details, see "Luxembourg passes".
Getting around | Luxembourg by train | 
By bus
With so much of the country covered by the rail network, Belgian buses are mainly of use for travelling short distances, and wherever there's a choice of transportation the train is quicker and not that much more expensive. Indeed, in most of Belgium buses essentially supplement the trains, with services radiating out from the train station and/or connecting different rail lines. That said, local buses are invaluable in some parts of rural Belgium, like the Botte de Hainaut and the Ardennes, where the train network fizzles out. Three bus companies provide nationwide coverage: De Lijn (www.delijn.be) in the Flemish-speaking areas; STIB (www.stib.be) in Brussels; and TEC (www.tec-wl.be) in Wallonia.
As regards Luxembourg's buses, the reverse is true: the sparseness of the rail system means that buses are much more important, though again bus and train services are fully integrated. A free diagrammatic plan of the Grand Duchy's bus and train network is available at major bus and train stations, as are individual bus timetables; alternatively, for a few euros, you can purchase a countrywide bus and train timetable from train stations and major newsagents. For details of tickets and fares, see "Luxembourg by trains".
Getting around | 
By car
For the most part, driving around Belgium and Luxembourg is pretty much what you would hope: smooth, easy and quick. Both countries have a good road network, with most of the major towns linked by some kind of motorway or dual carriageway, though snarl-ups are far from rare, especially in Belgium. That said, big-city driving, where congestion and one-way systems are the norm, is almost always problematic, particularly as drivers in Belgium, especially in Brussels, are generally considered some of the most pugnacious in Europe. One problem peculiar to Belgium, however, is signage. In most cases the French and Flemish names are similar – or at least mutually recognizable – but in others they do not resemble each other at all (see "French and Flemish place names" for some of the trickier examples). In Brussels and its environs, all the road signs are bilingual, but elsewhere it's either French or Flemish and, as you cross Belgium's language divide, the name you've been following on the road signs can simply disappear, with, for example, "Liège" suddenly transformed into "Luik". Whatever you do, make sure you've got a good road map.
Rules of the road are straightforward: you drive on the right, and speed limits are 50kph in built-up areas, 90kph outside, 120kph on motorways; note that speed cameras are commonplace. Drivers and front-seat passengers are required by law to wear seatbelts, and penalties for drunk driving are always severe. Remember also that trams have right of way over any other vehicle, and that, unless indicated otherwise, motorists must give way to traffic merging from the right. There are no toll roads, and although fuel is expensive, at around €1.40 per litre (diesel €1.10) in Belgium, slightly less in Luxembourg, the short distances involved mean this isn't too much of an issue.
Most foreign driving licences are honoured in Belgium and Luxembourg, including all EU, Australian, New Zealand, US, Canadian and South African ones. If you're bringing your own car, you must have adequate insurance, preferably including coverage for legal costs, and it's advisable to have an appropriate breakdown policy from your home motoring organization too.
Getting around | By car | 
Renting a car
All the major international car rental agencies are represented in Belgium and Luxembourg and a scattering of contact details are given in the "Listings" section at the end of the guide accounts of major towns. To rent a car, you'll have to be 21 or over (and have been driving for at least a year), and you'll need a credit card – though some local agencies will accept a hefty cash deposit instead. Rental charges are fairly high, beginning around €300 per week for unlimited mileage in the smallest vehicle, but include collision damage waiver and vehicle (but not personal) insurance. To cut costs, watch for special deals offered by the bigger companies. If you go to a smaller, local company (of which there are many), you should proceed with care: in particular, check the policy for the excess applied to claims and ensure that it includes a collision damage waiver (applicable if an accident is your fault) as well as adequate levels of financial cover.
If you break down in a rented car, you'll get roadside assistance from the particular repair company the rental firm has contracted. The same principle works with your own vehicle's breakdown policy providing you have coverage abroad.
Getting around | By car | 
Car rental agencies
Auto Europe US & Canada 1-888/223-5555, www.autoeurope.com. 
Avis US & Canada 1-800/331-1212, UK 0870/606 0100, Republic of Ireland 021/428 1111, Australia 13 63 33 or 02/9353 9000, New Zealand 09/526 2847 or 0800/655 111, www.avis.com. 
Budget US 1-800/527-0700, Canada 1-800/268-8900, UK 0870/156 5656, Australia 1300/362 848, New Zealand 0800/283 438, www.budget.com. 
Europcar US & Canada 1-877/940 6900, UK 0870/607 5000, Republic of Ireland 01/614 2800, Australia 393/306 160, www.europcar.com. 
Europe by Car US 1-800/223-1516, www.europebycar.com. 
Hertz US & Canada 1-800/654-3131, UK 020/7026 0077, Republic of Ireland 01/870 5777, New Zealand 0800/654 321, www.hertz.com. 
Holiday Autos UK 0870/400 4461, Republic of Ireland 01/872 9366, Australia 299/394 433, US 1-866-392 9288, South Africa 11/2340 597, www.holidayautos.co.uk. Part of the LastMinute.com group.
National US 1-800/CAR-RENT, UK 0870/400 4581, Australia 0870/600 6666, New Zealand 03/366 5574, www.nationalcar.com. 
SIXT Republic of Ireland 1850/206 088, UK 0800/4747 4227, US 1-877/347-3227, www.irishcarrentals.ie. 
Suncars UK 0870/500 5566, Republic of Ireland 1850/201 416, www.suncars.com. 
Thrifty US & Canada 1-800/847-4389, UK 01494/751 500, Republic of Ireland 01/844 1950, Australia 1300/367 227, New Zealand 09/256 1405, www.thrifty.com. 
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Cycling
Cycling is something of a national passion in Belgium, and it's also – given the short distances and largely flat terrain – a viable and fairly effortless way of getting around. That said, you do have to be selective: cycling in most of the big cities and on the majority of trunk roads – where separate cycle lanes are far from ubiquitous – is precarious, verging on the suicidal. On the other hand, once you've reached the countryside, there are dozens of clearly signposted cycle routes to follow – and local tourist offices will invariably have maps and route descriptions, which you can supplement with the relevant IGN (NGI) map. The logic of all this means that most Belgian cyclists – from Eddy Merckx lookalikes to families on an afternoon's pedal – carry their bikes to their chosen cycling location by car or train (though not by bus – it's not usually allowed). To aid the process, Belgian Railways transports bicycles with the minimum of fuss and at minimal cost.
If you haven't brought your own bicycle, you can rent bikes from fifteen train stations nationwide and from a veritable host of local bike-rental shops. Prices start at around €10 per day. There's also the Train & Bike (Train & Vélo/Trein & Fiets) package, in which the price of a day-long excursion includes both a return train ticket and cycle rental. Prices are based on the distance between the departure station and the rental station. For a full list of train stations offering bike rental, consult www.b-rail.be. It's a good idea to reserve your bike ahead of time during the summer.
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Cycling in Luxembourg
Luxembourg is popular with cyclists and has over 500km of cycle tracks, many of them following old railway lines. You can rent bikes at an assortment of campsites, hostels, hotels and tourist offices for around €10 a day (€20–30 for a mountain bike) and local tourist offices have details of locations where they're not mentioned in the guide. Bear in mind also that you can take your bike on trains (but not buses) anywhere in the country at minimal cost. For further details, consult the website of the Luxembourg National Tourist Office.
Accommodation
Inevitably, hotel accommodation is one of the major expenses you'll incur on a trip to Belgium and Luxembourg – indeed, if you're after a degree of comfort, it's going to be the costliest item by far. There are, however, budget alternatives, beginning with the no-frills end of the hotel market and B&Bs – though note these are effectively rented rooms in private houses rather than the British-style bed-and-breakfast. Even more of a bargain are the youth hostels, be they Hostelling International-affiliated or "unofficial" (private) ones, which are located in the larger cities and/or main tourist spots of both countries.
You can book ahead easily enough by calling or emailing the establishment direct; English is almost always spoken. You can also make advance bookings via the tourist-office websites listed in "Tourist-office websites", or through many of the individual tourist offices detailed in this guide. Most tourist offices also operate an on-the-spot service for same-night accommodation for free or at minimal charge. Alternatively, contact Belgium's central reservation agency, Resotel (0032 2 779 39 39, www.belgium-hospitality.com), which operates an efficient hotel-reservation service, seeking out the best deals and discounts.
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Hotels
Across Belgium and Luxembourg (and the Netherlands), a common Benelux standard is used to classify all those hotels, guesthouses (auberges/gasthofs) and motels that are recognized and licensed by the appropriate government agency. In Belgium, there are three such licensing agencies – one each for Brussels and the French- and Flemish-speaking regions; Luxembourg has just one. The Benelux standard grades establishments within general categories – from one-star to five-star – and the appropriate number of stars is displayed outside all licensed premises on a blue permit shield; places that fail to obtain a licence are not allowed a shield. The classification system is, by necessity, measured against easily identifiable criteria – lifts, toilets, room service, etc – rather than aesthetics, specific location or even cost. Consequently, they only provide a general guide to both quality and prices: a poky room in a three-star hotel in a mediocre part of Bruges may, for instance, cost more than a comfortable room in a four-star hotel in the centre of a less popular town. That said, one- and two-star places are frequently rudimentary (incidentally, hotel foyers can be deceptively plush compared with the rooms beyond) and, in general, you only begin to hit the real comfort zone at three stars. Prices for two-star establishments start at around €60 for a double room without private bath or shower; count on paying at least €80 if you want en-suite facilities. Three-star hotels cost upwards of about €90; for four- and five-star places you'll pay €125-plus. Note, however, that prices fluctuate wildly with demand not necessarily with the season – indeed summertime is bargain time in Brussels. Typically, the stated price includes breakfast.
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B&Bs
In recent years, the number of Belgian B&Bs (chambres d'hôtes/gastenkamers) has increased rapidly, though "B&B" is perhaps something of a misnomer as guests rarely have much contact with their hosts – it's more like a rented room in a private house. The average B&B in both Belgium and Luxembourg works out at about €60–80 per double per night, a tad more in Brussels and Bruges. The only common snag is that many B&Bs are inconveniently situated far from the respective town or city centre – be sure to check out the location before you accept a room. Note too that as the owners don't usually live on the premises, access often has to be arranged beforehand.
In most places, the tourist office has a list of local B&Bs, which it will issue to visitors, but in the more popular destinations – for instance Bruges – B&Bs are publicized alongside hotels. In Luxembourg, B&Bs are less of a feature, though again local tourist offices have the details. Wherever the arrangements are more formalized – again as in Bruges – the B&B premises are inspected and awarded stars in accordance with the Benelux standard (see under "Hotels").
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Hostels
If you're travelling on a tight budget, a hostel is likely to be your accommodation of choice, whether you're youthful or not. They can often be extremely good value, and offer clean and comfortable dorm beds as well as a choice of rooms (doubles and sometimes singles) at rock-bottom prices. Both city and country locations can get very full between June and September, when you should book in advance. If you're planning on spending some nights in hostels, it makes sense to join your home HI organization before you leave in order to avoid paying surcharges.
Belgium has around thirty HI-affiliated hostels (auberges de jeunesse/jeugdherbergen) operated by two separate organizations, Vlaamse Jeugdherbergen (www.vjh.be), covering the Flemish regions, and Les Auberges de Jeunesse de Wallonie (www.laj.be) for Wallonia. Both run hostels in Brussels. Dorm beds cost about €15–20 per person per night including breakfast, depending on the season and the hostel's facilities; there are no age restrictions. Accommodation is usually in small dormitories, though most hostels have single- and double-bedded rooms. Meals are often available and in some hostels there are self-catering facilities too. Most Belgian hostels accept online bookings. In addition to the HI-affiliated hostels, some of the larger cities – primarily Antwerp, Bruges and Brussels – have several private hostels, usually referred to as logements pour jeunes/jeugdlogies, offering dormitory accommodation (and invariably double- and triple-bedded rooms, too) at broadly similar prices, though standards vary enormously; we've given detailed reviews in the guide.
Luxembourg has ten youth hostels, all members of the Centrale des Auberges de Jeunesse Luxembourgeoises (CAJL; www.youthhostels.lu). Rates for HI members are €15–20 per person for a dorm bed, with breakfast and bed linen included; some places also serve meals. Note also that from November to February, most of the hostels are exclusively for the use of groups (school parties and so forth) of ten or more.
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Youth hostel associations
Accommodation | Hostels | Youth hostel associations | 
US and Canada
Hostelling International-American Youth Hostels US 1-301/495-1240, www.hiayh.org. 
Hostelling International Canada 1-800/663-5777, www.hihostels.ca. 
Accommodation | Hostels | Youth hostel associations | 
UK and Ireland
Youth Hostels Association (YHA) England and Wales 0870/770 8868, www.yha.org.uk. 
Scottish Youth Hostel Association 01786/891 400, www.syha.org.uk. 
Irish Youth Hostel Association Republic of Ireland 01/830 4555, www.irelandyha.org. 
Hostelling International Northern Ireland 028/9031 5435, www.hini.org.uk. 
Accommodation | Hostels | Youth hostel associations | 
Australia, New Zealand and South Africa
Australia Youth Hostels Association 02/9565 1699, www.yha.com.au. 
Youth Hostelling Association New Zealand 0800/278 299 or 03/379 9970, www.yha.co.nz. 
South African Youth Hostel Association 021/788 2301, www.hisa.org.za 
Accommodation | 
Camping
Camping is a popular pastime in both Belgium and Luxembourg. In Belgium, there are literally hundreds of campsites to choose from, anything from a field with a few tent pitches through to extensive complexes with all mod cons. The country's campsites are regulated by two governmental agencies – one for Flanders and one for Wallonia – and each produces its own camping booklets and operates a website – www.camping.be for Flanders, www.campingbelgique.be for Wallonia. Note also that many Belgian campsites are situated with the motorist in mind, occupying key locations beside main roads. Luxembourg has around ninety registered campsites, all detailed in the free booklet available from the national tourist board and on www.camping.lu.
The same campsite grading system applies in both Belgium and Luxembourg, with sites classified within a one- to five-star matrix (see "Campsite classifications in Belgium and Luxembourg"). The majority are one- and two-star establishments, for which a family of two adults, two children, a car and a tent can expect to pay between €15 and €25 per night.
Accommodation | Camping | 
Campsite classifications in Belgium and Luxembourg
Campsites in both countries are graded within the following general categories. They provide a guide as to facilities, but not necessarily to cost.
1-star Must comply with minimum camping regulations by having drinking-water facilities, cold showers, flush toilets, washbasins and power points.
2-star As for previous grade, but must have daytime supervision and more electrical facilities.
3-star Must have hot showers, sports facilities and a shop.
4-star As for previous grade, but must also possess a restaurant, children's playing area and electrical fixtures throughout the site.
5-star As for previous grade, but more facilities per person and a high level of supervision.

Accommodation | 
Farm and rural holidays
In both Belgium and Luxembourg, the tourist authorities have developed an imaginative and extensive programme of short-break holidays – anything from cycling tours and gastronomic excursions through to beer and antique-buying weekends. They also co-ordinate farm and rural holidays, ranging from family accommodation in a farmhouse, to the renting of rural apartments and country dwellings. In Wallonia and Luxembourg, there are also gîtes d'étapes – dormitory-style lodgings situated in relatively remote parts of the country – which can house anywhere between ten and one hundred people per establishment. You can often choose to rent just part of the gîte d'étape or stay on a bed-and-breakfast basis. Some of the larger gîtes d'étapes (or gîtes de groupes) cater for large groups only, accepting bookings for a minimum of 25 people.
In all cases, advance booking is essential and prices, naturally enough, vary widely depending on the quality of accommodation, the length of stay and the season. As examples, a high season (mid-June to Aug), week-long booking of a pleasantly situated and comfortable farmhouse for four adults and three children might cost you in the region of €400, whereas a ten-person gîte d'étape might cost €350. For further details, contact the tourist offices, or check out www.hoevetoerisme.be for Flanders, www.gitesdewallonie.net for Wallonia.
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