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				Connections that work for you.

				Pinterest — the virtual pinboard that lets you “organize and share things you love” — is now the third largest social media site after Facebook and Twitter. But it’s so new, and growing so rapidly, that most people don’t know how to make the most of it.

				Whether you’re interested in using Pinterest to collect recipes, fashion, and home design ideas, or to collaborate on photos and hobbies, you’ve come to the right place for help.

				Dedicated to helping you stay connected with friends, family, and community, AARP has teamed up with Dummies to offer sound advice and solutions for using tech to connect. This easy-to-understand resource offers

					•	the basics of Pinterest — and why you need to get on board

					•	step-by-step instructions for doing everything from signing up for an account, setting up your first board, creating your first pin, and interacting with the community — all free

					•	ways to protect your security

				Whatever role Pinterest plays in your life, whether you’re a novice or a hardcore user, we’ve got solutions to help you . . . and help you have fun. 

				So welcome to this new universe. Let us be your guide.
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				AARP is a nonprofit, nonpartisan membership organization that helps people 50 and older improve their lives. For more than 50 years, AARP has been serving our members and society by creating positive social change. AARP’s mission is to enhance the quality of life for all as  we age; lead positive social change; and deliver value to  members through information, service and advocacy.
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				Introduction

				Pinterest is a mesmerizing and beautiful social network driven by visual content. It’s a virtual pinboard, and you can imagine it as an online place where you pin images of things you want to save and remember: quotes that motivate you, do-it-yourself projects you long to do one day, gadgets you would love to buy, pictures from websites that are packed with useful information, or recipes for next Friday’s dinner. The primary difference between Pinterest and a physical pinboard hanging over your desk is that your Pinterest pinboards are created and shared with the online world. 

				Pinterest is new, but it isn’t merely a passing fad. The site’s growth has been explosive. In January 2011, Pinterest attracted 11.7 million unique visitors, according to comScore. That made it the third fastest-growing website for the month, and the fastest independent site to reach the 10 million monthly unique visitor threshold. The site has received praise in Time, which featured it on the 50 Best Websites of 2011 list. 

				About This Book

				This book provides all the core instructions you need to jump into Pinterest and thrive. The best way for you to supplement the knowledge you gain in this book is to experience Pinterest hands-on and get comfortable with it. Pinterest is a site well suited both to early adopters of social media and to newcomers. The platform is simple to use and navigate when you get the hang of it, and this book walks you through all the steps to join, use, socialize, and flourish on Pinterest.

				Icons Used in This Book

				I use some basic icons throughout this book to help you quickly scan and find useful information and tips. 

				[image: tip.eps]	When you see the Tip icon, you’re getting a quick tidbit of handy information on using Pinterest.

				[image: remember.eps]	When you see this Remember icon, be sure to tuck the information away for future reference.

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]	Watch out! As with any social network, you might need to avoid some pitfalls or discover some need-to-know quirks.

				Where to Go from Here

				If you get stuck, have a question, or need any help, feel free to ask me! Like and interact with the Facebook Pinterest For Dummies page at www.facebook.com/pinterestfordummies, find me on Twitter at http://twitter.com/typeamom, and please follow me on Pinterest at http://pinterest.com/kelby.

				Please note that some special symbols used in this eBook may not display properly on all eReader devices. If you have trouble determining any symbol, please call Wiley Product Technical Support at 800-762-2974. Outside of the United States, please call 317-572-3993.  You can also contact Wiley Product Technical Support at www.wiley.com/techsupport.

				

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				Part I

				Joining Pinterest and Managing Your Account

				In This Part

				[image: arrow] Getting and giving an invitation to Pinterest

				[image: arrow] Creating and changing your Pinterest profile

				[image: arrow] Communicating through Pinterest

				[image: arrow] Finding time to use Pinterest

				The first time you visit Pinterest, you may notice immediately that it’s an aesthetically pleasing site. Figure 1-1 shows the Pinterest home page. You can see how much it relies on visually stunning photos. The second thing you may notice is that you can’t join  without an invitation. Although I presume the site will eventually become open to public registrations, it’s currently in invitation-only mode.

				This chapter walks you through the processes of getting your foot in the door with Pinterest as well as  getting your profile set up. You also find out how to manage the communication you send and receive from Pinterest, and how to change account settings or deactivate your account. At the end, I give you some tips for fitting Pinterest into your busy life.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0101.tif]

				Figure 1-1: The Pinterest home page.

				Asking to Join Pinterest

				You have two options for joining Pinterest at the time of this writing:

				[image: check.png] Request an invitation from Pinterest. This option requires waiting until your invitation is sent directly from Pinterest. If you choose this option, you should receive an immediate e-mail from Pinterest thanking you for adding your name to the waiting list, and then you must wait (two days to two weeks) for an invitation to arrive.

				[image: check.png] Ask a friend to invite you. If you know someone who’s a member of Pinterest, ask her to invite you. (She’ll need your e-mail address to do so.) The advantage of opting for this method is you get your invitation right away.

				[image: tip.eps]	To sign up, you must either register via your Facebook account or your Twitter account. One or the other is required to sign up for Pinterest.

				Requesting an invitation from Pinterest

				Requesting an invitation is quite simple — just follow these steps:

					1.	Click the large, red Request an Invite button on the top-middle area on the Pinterest home page. (Refer to Figure 1-1.)

						A form appears, as shown in Figure 1-2.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0102.eps]

				Figure 1-2: Enter your e-mail address to request an invite.

					2.	Enter your e-mail address and click the Request Invitation button, as shown in Figure 1-2.

				[image: remember.eps]	If you don’t receive the confirmation e-mail within minutes, check your e-mail’s spam folder. If the confirmation e-mail goes into spam, the actual invitation may land there as well, and you’ll miss it. 

				Asking a member for an invitation

				The quicker and easier method of getting an invitation is to ask for one from a friend who’s already a Pinterest member. Finding someone who is a Pinterest member might not be as difficult as you think. Pinterest has  4 million users (and that number is growing rapidly), and many members are happy to help newcomers join.

				Here are a few ways to find a friend to ask to invite you:

				[image: check.png] Post a status update on Twitter or Facebook that you’re seeking an invitation to Pinterest. 

				[image: check.png] Join the Pinterest Facebook fan page and request an invitation from fellow fans. Go to www.facebook.com/pinterest. Click the Like button and write a Wall post requesting an invitation. Include an e-mail address you don’t mind posting.

				[image: check.png] Search Pinterest on Twitter to see whether someone you know is a member already. Log in to Twitter and enter Pinterest as a search term in the top Search bar or visit http://twitter.com/#!/search/pinterest. The search results include anyone who has shared a pin in a tweet as well as people who tweet about Pinterest.

				[image: check.png] Browse Pinterest.com to see whether someone already there is a friend of yours. Type a name into the Search field in the top-left corner of the screen. When you get the results, click People to view search results by users’ names.

				[image: check.png] Post on other social networks, such as Google+, to see whether someone is a member of Pinterest.

				[image: check.png] Check the Pinterest page on Facebook. Go to www.facebook.com/pinterest and click the Like button if you haven’t already. You see a list of your friends who are Pinterest fans (as shown in the top right of Figure 1-3). 

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0103.eps]

				Figure 1-3: The Pinterest Facebook page showing all friends who are fans of Pinterest.

				When you’ve found a friend who is willing to invite you to Pinterest, give that friend your e-mail address. Then your friend can formally invite you to join Pinterest.

				Connecting Twitter and Facebook

				After you receive your invitation, you’re all set, right? Well, maybe. To register, you must first have a Twitter or a Facebook account. Although this might appear to be an inconvenience, restricting registrations to those already active in social media seems to have had the desired effect of preventing spam submissions on Pinterest.

				To integrate your Facebook or Twitter account with Pinterest, follow these steps:

					1.	Get a Facebook or Twitter account.

						If you don’t already have a Twitter (http://twitter.com) or a Facebook (www.facebook.com) account, you need to create one. You can get an account for free with either one, and you can set up and activate an account with either very easily and quickly.

				[image: tip.eps]	If you must choose only one social network to integrate, note that Facebook has the advantage of pulling in all friends on that network to allow you to easily add them as friends on Pinterest.

					2.	Log in to your Facebook or Twitter account, which makes your registration go more smoothly.

					3.	In the Pinterest invitation e-mail you received, click the link to register.

					4.	On the Pinterest registration screen that appears, click either the Facebook button or the Twitter link. 

						You can add either site at registration and then integrate the other one later, if you choose.

					5.	Enter your profile details — a username, e-mail address, and password — in the text boxes provided. 

						After you fill out this information, you’re officially a member of Pinterest — congratulations!

				
					
				

				[image: remember.eps]	Choose your username carefully. It determines the URL for your profile on Pinterest. (For example, mine is http://www.pinterest.com/kelby.)

				[image: tip.eps]	If you’re creating a Pinterest business account, you might want to use your company’s name in your profile instead of your personal name.

				Setting Up Your Profile

				After integrating Pinterest with Facebook or Twitter, you must go through a few steps to set up your basic Pinterest profile. Some of the options appear only during the registration process (such as the suggested followers), so be aware you won’t be able to return to all of these steps. To begin setting up your profile, follow these steps:

					1.	Indicate your interests by clicking the images for any that apply (see Figure 1-4).

				[image: remember.eps]	Pinterest automatically sets up your account to follow a few members who match your interests. (If you don’t want to follow these members, no problem — you can unfollow them right away.)

					2.	Click the Follow People button at the bottom of the page (you may need to scroll down to view the button).

					3.	Review the members you’re now following and make any necessary adjustments.

						After you indicate your interests, Pinterest displays the list of members it has chosen for you to follow. Pinterest also automatically sets up your profile to follow those friends from either Twitter or Facebook (whichever you used to register) who are already established on Pinterest.

					4.	Create your first pinboards by clicking the Create Boards button.

					5.	On the screen that appears (see Figure 1-5), name your new pinboards by using the appropriate text boxes.

						Your profile and pins will be organized by these boards. Pinterest automatically suggests some boards for you to create. You can use those, or you can change the text in the boxes to boards you would like to create. 

				[image: tip.eps]	You don’t need to agonize over boards as you go through this process. You can easily create more boards later. (I cover creating boards in Part II.) You can also edit the name and description of a board at any time.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0104.tif]

				Figure 1-4: Choose interests during profile set up.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0105.tif]

				Figure 1-5: Create your first pinboards.

					6.	(Optional) Add the Pin It bookmark button.

						Depending on your browser, this step shows instructions on adding a Pin It button. In most browsers, you drag the button on the screen up to your browser’s top toolbar.

				Finish setting up your profile with the following items:

				[image: check.png] Add a profile picture: When you signed up, Pinterest acquired your default profile image automatically — it copied the profile image you were using at the social network that you integrated during registration. If you’d like, you can change that image at any time from the Settings page. (Mouse over your name in the top-right corner of the Pinterest home page, and choose Settings from the drop-down menu.)

				[image: remember.eps]	An ideal profile image is square. Also, it must at least be 200 x 200 pixels in size, or it will appear pixelated and distorted on your profile page.

				[image: check.png] Add a bio: A bio helps tell others on Pinterest about you. When someone visits your profile page, your bio is displayed just below your profile picture in the left column. To update your bio later, visit your main profile page and click the Edit Profile link right under your picture in the left column. Then adjust the About section of the resulting form accordingly, as shown in Figure 1-6.

				[image: check.png] Set your e-mail preferences: Do you want Pinterest to notify you of all activity related to your profile by e-mail alert? Or do you dislike e-mails and prefer to get your updates when you go directly to the site? The Pinterest settings allow for a variety of preferences. 

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0106.eps]

				Figure 1-6: Enter your bio on Pinterest.

				Managing the Communication Flow

				Yes, Pinterest is a social network, but that doesn’t mean you necessarily want to share everything (or everywhere) or have your e-mail inbox overrun with constant notifications. The advice I give people regularly regarding all social networks and the Internet is just as applicable here. Don’t say something online unless you’re comfortable with anyone being able to see it: your parents, your children, your boss, your spouse, or strangers. 

				Keeping your account out of Google Search

				One way to increase your privacy on Pinterest is to set your profile so it doesn’t appear in Google Search. For most people, there’s no reason for this setting (and, in fact, it’s counterproductive to getting more exposure on Pinterest), but it is available as an option.

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]	Although this setting will cut back on public and nonmember views of your profile, remember that people can still find many other pathways to find your profile and content on Pinterest.

				To keep your profile out of Google Search, follow these instructions:

					1.	Log in to your Pinterest account and mouse over your name in the top-right corner.

					2.	Choose the Settings option from the drop-down menu.

					3.	On the Edit Profile page, scroll down until you see the Visibility section and click the slider to change it to On to hide your profile from search engines. 

						The default Visibility setting is Off; see Figure 1-7.

					4.	At the bottom of the page, click the Save Profile button.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0107.tif]

				Figure 1-7: The Visibility option under Settings.

				Reducing e-mail from Pinterest

				It’s nice to know when you get new followers or someone repins, likes, or comments on something you’ve pinned. As hard as e-mail can be to wrangle these days, however, you might want to cut down on the volume. Fortunately, Pinterest allows you to customize how much or how little e-mail you receive. To adjust your e-mail settings, follow these steps:

					1.	Log in to your Pinterest account and mouse over your name in the top-right corner of the screen.

					2.	Choose the Settings option from the drop-down menu.

					3.	On the Edit Profile page, click the Change Email Settings button.

					4.	On the Email Setting page (see Figure 1-8), adjust the settings to reflect your preferences, including:

					•	Turn e-mail notifications on or off.

					•	Set how often you receive e-mails (immediately for more e-mails or a daily summary for fewer).

					•	Select the check boxes for the notifications you want to receive.

				[image: remember.eps]	You can always come back and change your settings later if you decide you’re getting too many or too few e-mails.

					5.	Scroll to the bottom of the page and click the Save Settings button.

				Controlling social sharing when you pin

				The ability to share your pins (even as you pin) on Facebook and Twitter is handy. If you have Pinterest integrated into your Facebook Timeline, all your activity on Pinterest automatically appears on your Facebook Wall (even pins you don’t specifically share on Facebook). If you tweet a pin, you’ll post an update to your Twitter profile with a link to the pin and basic information about the pin.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0108.tif]

				Figure 1-8: The e-mail options available on Pinterest.

				In most cases, this visible activity isn’t a major issue, because you’re already sharing publicly online. If it is a concern, however, you can adjust these social network connections by following these instructions:

					1.	Log in to your Pinterest account and mouse over your name in the top-right corner of the screen.

					2.	Choose the Settings option from the drop-down menu.

					3.	Scroll down the Edit Profile page and locate the area with the Facebook and Twitter settings. (See Figure 1-9.)

					4.	Click the slider On or Off for linking Facebook, depending on your preference.

					5.	If you’ve integrated Facebook with your Pinterest account, you can also click the slider On or Off for the Add Pinterest to Facebook Timeline option.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0109.eps]

				Figure 1-9: Finding the social network settings.

				[image: tip.eps]	If you want to have the ability to share certain pins manually on Facebook without the automated sharing of all activity, keep Facebook linked but click the slider to Off for the Add Pinterest to Facebook Timeline option.

					6.	Click the slider On or Off to link to your Twitter profile, depending on your preference.

					7.	Click the Save Profile button at the bottom of the page.

				Changing Your Username

				You can change your username on Pinterest if you decide the one you chose when you registered isn’t a good fit. It’s a simple process. To change your username, follow these steps:

					1.	Log in to your Pinterest account and mouse over your name in the top-right corner of the screen.

					2.	Choose the Settings option from the drop-down menu.

					3.	Scroll down the Edit Profile page and locate the Username field. 

					4.	Type a new username in the text box, avoiding spaces and special characters.

					5.	Scroll to the bottom of the page and click the Save Profile button.

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]	Your Pinterest profile’s URL format is http://pinterest.com/USERNAME. If you change your username, that will also change the URL to your profile, so proceed with caution. Anywhere you’ve linked your profile, anyone who has bookmarked your profile, and anyone else who links to your profile will get an error when they go to the old URL. If you do change your username, be sure to update and share any links to your profile using the new URL.

				Deactivating Your Account

				In rare instances, you might want to delete your Pinterest account entirely. If you’re deleting an account to concentrate on a new profile instead, you can go into the profile that’s on the chopping block and repin or like any pins you want to save before you delete the account.

				To delete your Pinterest account, follow these steps:

					1.	Log in to your Pinterest account and mouse over your name in the top-right corner of the screen.

					2.	Choose the Settings option from the drop-down menu.

					3.	Scroll down the Edit Profile page and click the Delete Account button.

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]	A warning screen appears explaining that all the content in your profile will be permanently removed if you delete your account.

					4.	Select the check box labeled Yes, I Want to Delete My Pins and Boards Permanently.

					5.	Click the Delete My Account button.

				Finding Time for Pinterest

				Pinterest can be addictive when you get the hang of it. That can be great if you have all the time in the world. But because I don’t have all the time in the world, I’ve discovered many ways to be active and engaged on Pinterest without letting it get in the way of work, life, sleep, and other social networks. Here are a few tips:

				[image: check.png] Have dedicated Pinterest time each day for pinning, repinning, liking, and commenting. For example, I find it can be a nice way to start the morning over coffee.

				[image: check.png] Limit it to a certain number of minutes. For a heavy user with many boards to maintain, this could mean 10–15-minute stretches three or four times a day. For a new or lighter user, it could mean five minutes twice a day.

				[image: check.png] Install the Pinterest mobile app on your iPhone if you have one. It’s great for those boring times in life when you need to kill a couple minutes. At the time of this writing, the only native app is on iPhone, but there is also a mobile version of the site that you can use on any touchscreen phone or tablet.

				[image: check.png] Schedule your time wisely. Allow for more time on Pinterest when you first begin — so you get the hang of the site. Then scale back the time as you grow comfortable with the site and build a core of followers.
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