

[image: cover.eps]



Pinterest™For Dummies®


Table of Contents

Introduction

About This Book

How This Book Is Organized

Foolish Assumptions

Icons Used in This Book

Where to Go from Here


Chapter 1: Getting Started on Pinterest

Joining Pinterest

Requesting an invitation  from Pinterest

Asking a member for an invitation

Inviting a friend to join Pinterest

Integrating Pinterest with your Facebook or Twitter account


Setting Up Your Profile

Adding a profile picture

Adding a bio

Setting your e-mail preferences


Finding Time for Pinterest


Chapter 2: Creating Boards

Picking a Topic

Creating Your First Board

Naming your board

Choosing a category

Deciding who can contribute  to your board


Rearranging Your Boards

Editing Your Boards

Deleting a Board

Leaving a Collaborative Board


Chapter 3: Pinning and Repinning

Creating Your First Pin

Adding a pin with a website URL

Installing the Pinterest Pin It  button for easier pinning 

Using the Pin It button to add a pin

Uploading an image as a pin

Creating a new board on the fly


Repinning

Finding pins to repin

Changing or crediting the original pinner’s comment


Sharing a Pin or Repin on Facebook and Twitter


Chapter 4: Socializing on Pinterest

Finding People to Follow  on Pinterest

Following Facebook friends  on Pinterest

Following individual boards

Adding friends from pins and boards

Inviting friends


Sharing Your Profile Link

Sharing Pins

Sending pins through e-mail

Sharing pins on Twitter  and Facebook

Finding and sharing the  direct link to a pin

Embedding a pin



Chapter 5: Using Community Features

Interacting with Pins

Liking a pin

Commenting on a pin


Customizing and Tagging Pins

Using hashtags

Tagging member names in pins

Including a price tag in a pin



Chapter 6: Finding Ways to Use Pinterest

Planning a Project with Pinterest

Improving, decorating, and  organizing your home

Getting craft ideas

Travel planning

Cooking

Learning and teaching


Using Pinterest for Weddings  and Other Events

Creating a group board for an event

Creating a hashtag for an event


Utilizing Pinterest for Shopping

Creating a wish list

Finding products

Finding share-worthy products


Using Pinterest for  Self-Improvement

Dieting and fitness with Pinterest

Finding motivational quotes


Making Use of Pinterest  as a Bookmark Site

Employing Pinterest for  Business and Work

Using Pinterest to Support a Cause


Chapter 7: Going Mobile with Pinterest

Installing the Pinterest App  for the iPhone

Using the Following tab  in the iPhone app

Utilizing the Explore tab  in the iPhone app

Pinning your photographs  with your iPhone

Checking recent Pinterest activity by using your iPhone

Viewing and updating your profile

Installing the mobile bookmarklet


Using Pinterest on iPad  and Other Tablets

Navigating the Pinterest  Mobile Site

Understanding Limitations  of Mobile Pinterest


Chapter 8: Understanding Pinterest Etiquette

Understanding Pin Etiquette

Creating a Quality Pin

Avoiding Too Much Self-Promotion

Crediting Sources

Avoiding Copyright Infringement

Reporting Spam and  Inappropriate Pins


Chapter 9: Controlling Privacy and  Other Settings

Understanding the Pinterest Privacy Policy

Keeping Your Account  Out of Google Search

Reducing E-Mail from Pinterest

Controlling Social Sharing  When You Pin

Changing Your Username

Deactivating Your Account


Chapter 10: Self-Promoting on Pinterest

Finding Your Site’s Pins

Writing a Post or Page  That’s Pin-Worthy

Optimizing Images for Pinning

Installing the Pin It Button for Websites on Products, Posts,  and Web Pages

Finding Pinterest Linkups and Places to Share Pins and Profiles

Adding a Follow Me on Pinterest Button to Your Site

Pinterest Widgets and Plugins

The Pinterest “Pin It” Button plug-in

The Caring Is Sharing plug-in

The Pinterest RSS Widget


Tracking Traffic Referrals  from Pinterest

Using Pinterest to Engage Customers and Readers


Chapter 11: Ten Companies Using Pinterest Effectively

The Weather Channel

Cabot Cheese

Etsy

Lowe’s

TODAY

Scholastic

Whole Foods Market

Real Simple

Better Homes and Gardens

Michaels Stores

More Companies on Pinterest


Chapter 12: Ten Power Pinners to Follow

Michael Wurm

Joy Cho

Nester Smith

Jenny Lawson

Marine Loiseau

Steven McGaughey

Amy Clark

Jaden Hair

Heather Mann

Sfgirlbybay

More Power Pinners to  Consider Following





		
				
				Pinterest™ For Dummies®

			

			
				Kelby Carr

				

			

		
			
				
[image: jwsinctitlepage.eps]				

			

			
				Pinterest™ For Dummies®

				Published by John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 111 River Street Hoboken, NJ 07030-5774 www.wiley.com

				Copyright © 2012 by John Wiley & Sons, Inc., Hoboken, New Jersey

				Published by John Wiley & Sons, Inc., Hoboken, New Jersey

				Published simultaneously in Canada

				No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, scanning or otherwise, except as permitted under Sections 107 or 108 of the 1976 United States Copyright Act, without either the prior written  permission of the Publisher, or authorization through payment of the appropriate per-copy fee to the Copyright Clearance Center, 222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923, (978) 750-8400, fax (978) 646-8600. Requests to the Publisher for permission should be addressed to the Permissions Department, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 111 River Street, Hoboken, NJ 07030, (201) 748-6011, fax (201) 748-6008, or online at http://www.wiley.com/go/permissions.

				Trademarks: Wiley, the Wiley logo, For Dummies, the Dummies Man logo, A Reference for the Rest of Us!, The Dummies Way, Dummies Daily, The Fun and Easy Way, Dummies.com, Making Everything Easier, and related trade dress are trademarks or registered trademarks of John Wiley & Sons, Inc. and/or its affiliates in the United States and other countries, and may not be used without written permission. Pinterest is a trademark of Cold Brew Labs, Inc. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. John Wiley & Sons, Inc. is not associated with any product or vendor mentioned in this book.

				Limit of Liability/Disclaimer of Warranty: The publisher and the author make no representations or warranties with respect to the accuracy or completeness of the contents of this work and specifically disclaim all warranties, including without limitation warranties of fitness for a particular purpose. No warranty may be created or extended by sales or promotional materials. The advice and strategies contained herein may not be suitable for every situation. This work is sold with the understanding that the publisher is not engaged in rendering legal, accounting, or other professional services. If professional assistance is required, the services of a competent professional person should be sought. Neither the publisher nor the author shall be liable for damages arising herefrom. The fact that an organization or Website is referred to in this work as a citation and/or a potential source of further information does not mean that the author or the publisher endorses the information the organization or Website may provide or recommendations it may make. Further, readers should be aware that Internet Websites listed in this work may have changed or disappeared between when this work was written and when it is read.

				For general information on our other products and services, please contact our Customer Care Department within the U.S. at 877-762-2974, outside the U.S. at 317-572-3993, or fax 317-572-4002.

				For technical support, please visit www.wiley.com/techsupport.

				Wiley publishes in a variety of print and electronic formats and by print-on-demand. Some material included with standard print versions of this book may not be included in e-books or in print-on-demand. If this book refers to media such as a CD or DVD that is not included in the version you purchased, you may download this material at http://booksupport.wiley.com. For more information about Wiley products, visit www.wiley.com.

				Library of Congress Control Number: 2012936625

				ISBN 978-1-118-32800-2 (pbk); ISBN 978-1-118-35304-2 (ebk); ISBN 978-1-118-35305-9 (ebk);  ISBN 978-1-118-37578-5 (ebk)

				Manufactured in the United States of America

				10   9   8   7   6   5   4   3   2   1

			

			
				
					[image: wileycopyrightlogo.eps]
				

			

			
				About the Author

				Kelby Carr is the founder and CEO of Type-A Parent (http://typeaparent.com), a social network and online magazine-style blog founded in 2007 for mom and dad bloggers, and Type-A Parent Conference (http://typeaconference.com), an annual blogging and social media conference founded in 2009 that attracts major corporations and hundreds of parents who blog. She is a social media consultant and speaker.

				She’s been coding since 1982, social networking online since 1984, web publishing since 1992, blogging since 2002, and tweeting since 2007. She is an early adopter of Pinterest and is active on the site daily with thousands of followers and pins.

				Dedication

				This book is dedicated to my wonderful husband Mike for his boundless support of this project and every other venture (some sane, some less so) that I pursue. It’s also dedicated to my three extraordinary children, who are my motivation and inspiration.

				Author’s Acknowledgments

				So many people helped me write this book that it would be impossible to list everyone. Thank you to the many friends on Twitter, Facebook, and Google+ who so freely offered their thoughts, feedback, and questions about Pinterest, as well as  words of encouragement and congratulations. Thank you to everyone on the For Dummies team for working with me on this book and making the entire process a pleasant one. 

				

			

			
				Publisher’s Acknowledgments

				We’re proud of this book; please send us your comments at http://dummies.custhelp.com. For other comments, please contact our Customer Care Department within the U.S. at 877-762-2974, outside the U.S. at 317-572-3993, or fax 317-572-4002.

				Some of the people who helped bring this book to market include the following:

				Acquisitions and Editorial

				Project Editor: Blair J. Pottenger

				Acquisitions Editor: Amy Fandrei

				Copy Editor: Virginia Sanders

				Technical Editor: Melanie Nelson

				Editorial Manager: Kevin Kirschner

				Editorial Assistant: Amanda Graham

				Sr. Editorial Assistant: Cherie Case

				Cover Photo: © iStockphoto.com /  Greg Christman, © iStockphoto.com / Christina J. Stewart, © iStockphoto. com / Sean Locke, © iStockphoto.com / Marjanneke de Jong, © iStockphoto.com / Terry J Alcorn, © iStockphoto.com / Inga Ivanova, © iStockphoto. com / Ruth Black, © iStockphoto.com / Sarah Salmela, © iStockphoto.com / TheCrimsonMonkey, © iStockphoto.com / Hans Martens, © iStockphoto.com / Chee-Onn Leong

				Cartoons: Rich Tennant  (www.the5thwave.com)

				Composition Services

				Project Coordinator: Patrick Redmond

				Layout and Graphics: Claudia Bell,  Corrie Niehaus, Lavonne Roberts

				Proofreaders: Bryan Coyle,  Christine Sabooni

				Indexer: Broccoli Information Management

				

				Publishing and Editorial for Technology Dummies

				Richard Swadley, Vice President and Executive Group Publisher

				Andy Cummings, Vice President and Publisher

				Mary Bednarek, Executive Acquisitions Director

				Mary C. Corder, Editorial Director

				Publishing for Consumer Dummies

				Kathleen Nebenhaus, Vice President and Executive Publisher

				Composition Services

				Debbie Stailey, Director of Composition Services

			

		

	
		
			
				Introduction

				P interest is a mesmerizing and beautiful social network driven by visual content. It’s a virtual pinboard, and you can imagine it as an online place where you pin images of things you want to save and remember: quotes that motivate you, do-it-yourself projects you long to do one day, gadgets you would love to buy, pictures from websites that are packed with useful information, or recipes for next Friday’s dinner. The primary difference between Pinterest and a physical pinboard hanging over your desk is that your Pinterest pinboards are created and shared with the online world. 

				Pinterest has been described as an addictive guilty pleasure, but you can find many practical reasons to join Pinterest. It’s a powerful platform for organization, planning, and projects. It’s a unique way to engage and connect with influential people who have the same interests. It can also be a major traffic generator for websites, blogs, or products. Real Simple magazine, in fact, recently told AdAge that Pinterest is beating Facebook when it comes to driving traffic to their site. 

				Pinterest is new, but it isn’t merely a passing fad. The site’s growth has been explosive. In January 2011, Pinterest attracted 11.7 million unique visitors, according to comScore. That made it the third fastest-growing website for the month, and the fastest independent site to reach the 10 million monthly unique visitor threshold. The site has received praise in Time, which featured it on the 50 Best Websites of 2011 list. It has also been covered in the Wall Street Journal, Mashable, and ReadWriteWeb, and it’s frequently mentioned in other publications, both online and in print.

				About This Book

				This book provides all the core instructions you need to jump  into Pinterest and thrive. The best way for you to supplement  the knowledge you gain in this book is to experience Pinterest hands-on and get comfortable with it. 

				Pinterest is a site well suited both to early adopters of social media and to newcomers. The platform is simple to use and navigate when you get the hang of it, and this book walks you through all the steps to join, use, socialize, and flourish on Pinterest.

				Even though it can seem confusing at first, Pinterest is truly simple when you become familiar with using it. This book is designed to help you get to know your way around, understand all the options and possibilities, and become comfortable on Pinterest. I know that as you dip your toes in, you’ll quickly become as captivated by its usefulness and its eye candy as I and millions of others have become.

				How This Book Is Organized

				This book is organized into chapters that cover everything from snagging a coveted invitation to mastering mobile Pinterest to building a Pinterest following.

				If you’re brand new to Pinterest, you can read the book from beginning to end as you join the site, create your first pins and boards, and master Pinterest. You can keep this book handy for moments when you get confused, can’t find a feature, or need step-by-step instructions to do something in particular.

				If you’re already a Pinterest member, you can jump right to the chapters that interest you to hone your skills and discover new tips and tricks. Again, you can also keep this book around for times when you have a question or need a walkthrough for a task on Pinterest.

				Foolish Assumptions

				I’m approaching this book with very few assumptions about your savvy with social media. Experience using popular social networks such as Twitter and Facebook will help. To register for Pinterest, you must be a member of either Twitter or Facebook. Using this book, anyone who’s comfortable using the Internet can understand Pinterest.

				I do, however, assume that you know how to use a computer and basic online tools such as e-mail and web browsers. If you plan to use Pinterest on a mobile device, I assume you have basic familiarity with your mobile smartphone or tablet. I also assume you have a high comfort level poking around the backend of your site or blog (if you have one) and an understanding of basic web development and HTML to follow all the instructions in Chapter 10.

				What I do not assume is your motivation for reading this book. You may want to join Pinterest for entertainment purposes so you can enjoy everything on the site from humor to adorable cat pictures to anything related to Star Wars you could possibly dream up. Or you may want to use Pinterest to plan a wedding, a house renovation, or a hot new wardrobe. You might even be pursuing Pinterest mastery for purely business purposes to drive traffic and sales. Any and all of those purposes are perfectly acceptable, and this book helps you accomplish your goals.

				Icons Used in This Book

				I use some basic icons throughout this book to help you quickly scan and find useful information and tips. 

				[image: Tip.eps]	When you see the Tip icon, you’re getting a quick tidbit of handy information on using Pinterest.

				[image: Remember.eps]	Some information is important to remember as you use Pinterest, so when you see this Remember icon, be sure to tuck the information away for future reference. Pinterest can be easy to use in mental autopilot mode, so this information is there to help as you navigate the site.

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]	Watch out! As with any social network, you might need to avoid some pitfalls or do a vital task as you participate. Also, because Pinterest is new, I alert you to some need-to-know quirks.

				[image: TechnicalStuff.eps]	If you love getting a peek at the geek, this icon is for you. Technical Stuff icons alert you when I’m sharing some technical details about Pinterest. If geek just isn’t your thing, feel free to skip these — reading them isn’t crucial to your understanding and use of Pinterest.

				Where to Go from Here

				The simplest route is to read this book in order, from beginning to end, but that certainly isn’t mandatory. If you’re brand new to Pinterest or will be setting up your account as you read this book, I recommend going in order. If you’re already on Pinterest and want to understand certain aspects and features better, feel free to jump around to the chapters and sections that interest you. After you read this book, keep it handy as you navigate Pinterest and use it as a reference as needed.

				If you get stuck, have a question, or need any help, feel free to ask me! Like and interact with the Facebook Pinterest For Dummies page at www.facebook.com/pinterestfordummies, find me on Twitter at http://twitter.com/typeamom, and, of course, please follow me on Pinterest at http://pinterest.com/kelby. I also have a Pinterest board, Pinterest For Dummies, where I pin helpful articles and resources on Pinterest at http://pinterest. com/kelby/pinterest-for-dummies.

				Please note that some special symbols used in this eBook may not display properly on all eReader devices. If you have trouble determining any symbol, please call Wiley Product Technical Support at 800-762-2974. Outside of the United States, please call 317-572-3993.  You can also contact Wiley Product Technical Support at www.wiley.com/techsupport.

			

		

	
		
			
				Chapter 1

				Getting Started on Pinterest

				In This Chapter

				[image: arrow] Getting and giving an invitation to Pinterest

				[image: arrow] Creating your Pinterest profile

				[image: arrow] Finding time to use Pinterest

				 Pinterest is an online pinboard, a visual take on the social bookmarking site. Unlike other social bookmarking sites, such as Digg and StumbleUpon, content shared on Pinterest is driven entirely by visuals. In fact, you can’t share something on Pinterest unless an image is involved.

				When you share something on Pinterest, each bookmark is called a pin. When you share someone else’s pin on Pinterest, it’s called  a repin. You group pins together by topic onto various boards or pinboards in your profile. Each board mimics a real-life pinboard.

				You can share images you find online, or you can directly upload images onto Pinterest. Using the Pin It button (see Chapter 3 for more details), you can share directly in your browser from any web page. You can also share your pins on Twitter and Facebook.

				The first time you visit Pinterest, you may notice immediately that it’s an aesthetically pleasing site. Figure 1-1 shows the Pinterest home page. You can see how much it relies on visually stunning photos. The second thing you may notice is that you can’t join without an invitation. Although I presume the site will eventually become open to public registrations, it’s currently in invitation-only mode.

				The sections in this chapter walk you through the processes of getting your foot in the door with Pinterest as well as getting your profile set up. At the end, I give you some tips for fitting Pinterest into your busy life.

				Figure 1-1: The Pinterest home page.

	[image: 9781118328002-fg0101.tif]

	
				Joining Pinterest

				You have two options for joining Pinterest at the time of this  writing:

				[image: check.png] Request an invitation from Pinterest. This option requires waiting until your invitation is sent directly from Pinterest. If you choose this option, you should receive an immediate e-mail from Pinterest thanking you for adding your name to the waiting list, and then you must wait for an invitation to arrive. The typical wait time is one to two days, although some have reported waiting as long as two weeks for an  invitation.

				[image: check.png] Ask a friend to invite you. If you know someone who’s a member of Pinterest, ask her to invite you. (She’ll need your e-mail address to do so.) The advantage of opting for this method is you get your invitation right away.

				I explain both techniques in the following sections. Of course, after you join, one or more of your friends might come calling for an invitation, or you might just feel like spreading your love of Pinterest, so I also explain how to send invitations.

				[image: Tip.eps]	To sign up, you must either register via your Facebook account or your Twitter account. One or the other is required to sign up for Pinterest.

				Requesting an invitation  from Pinterest

				Requesting an invitation is quite simple — just follow these steps:

					1.	Click the large, red Request an Invite button on the  top-middle area on the Pinterest home page. (Refer to Figure 1-1.)

						A form appears, as shown in Figure 1-2.

				Figure 1-2: Enter your e-mail address to request an invite.

				[image: 9781118328002-fg0102.eps]

				
					2.	Enter your e-mail address and click the Request Invitation button, as shown in Figure 1-2.

						Now you just have to wait for Pinterest to send you an invite. You’ll receive a confirmation e-mail letting you know you’re on the wait list. Eventually, a formal invitation will arrive in your inbox in about one to two days.

				[image: Remember.eps]		If you don’t receive the confirmation e-mail within minutes, check your e-mail’s spam folder. If the confirmation e-mail goes into spam, the chances are good the actual invitation will land in the spam folder as well, and you’ll miss it. If  the confirmation e-mail did land there, use your e-mail  provider’s method for reporting that an e-mail is not spam.

				Asking a member for an invitation

				The quicker and easier method of getting an invitation is to ask for one from a friend who’s already a Pinterest member. The great advantage to this method is that you get instant gratification because you receive your invite immediately (rather than being on the wait list). The disadvantage is that you need to know someone who is a Pinterest member. That might not be as difficult as you think, however. Pinterest has 4 million users (and that number is growing rapidly), and many members are happy to help newcomers join.

				Here are a few ways to find a friend to ask to invite you:

				[image: check.png] Post a status update on Twitter or Facebook that you’re seeking an invitation to Pinterest. In many cases, you’ll find that someone you know is already a member.

				[image: check.png] Join the Pinterest Facebook fan page and request an invitation from fellow fans. Go to www.facebook.com/pinterest. Click the Like button at the top of the page. Then write a post on the wall requesting an invitation and be sure to include your e-mail address. (However, don’t use this method if you’re not comfortable posting your e-mail address, or use an e-mail address you don’t mind posting.)

				[image: check.png] Search Pinterest on Twitter to see whether someone you know is a member already. To do so, log in to Twitter and enter Pinterest as a search term in the top Search bar or visit http://twitter.com/#!/search/pinterest. The search results include anyone who has shared a pin on Twitter in a tweet as well as people who tweet about Pinterest.

				[image: check.png] Browse Pinterest.com to see whether someone already there is a friend of yours. You can either visit the home page pins to see whether you recognize any names (a long shot) or type a name into the Search field in the top-left corner of the screen. When you get the results, click People to view search results by users’ names.

				[image: check.png] Post on other social networks, such as Google+, to see whether someone is a member of Pinterest.

				[image: check.png] Check the Pinterest page on Facebook. Go to www.facebook. com/pinterest and click the Like button if you haven’t already. You see a list of your friends who are Pinterest fans (as shown in the top right of Figure 1-3). From there, you can message a friend (either through Facebook’s private messaging on your friend’s profile page or, if you know it, through  the person’s e-mail address) and ask for an invitation.

				Figure 1-3: The Pinterest Facebook page showing all friends who are fans of Pinterest.

				[image: 9781118328002-fg0103.eps]

				
				When you’ve found a friend who is willing to invite you to Pinterest, give that friend your e-mail address. Then your friend can formally invite you to join Pinterest using the methods I describe in the section “Integrating Pinterest with your Facebook or Twitter account.”

				Inviting a friend to join Pinterest

				When your friends see how much fun you’re having with Pinterest, they might want in on the action. You can formally invite a friend to join Pinterest by logging into your Pinterest account and choosing any one of these three methods:

				[image: check.png] Click the Invite Now button in the top-right corner of the Pinterest home page. (See Figure 1-4.)

				[image: check.png] Mouse over your name in the top-right corner of the Pinterest home page and choose the Invite Friends option from the drop-down menu.

				[image: check.png] Mouse over your name in the top-right corner of the Pinterest home page and choose Find Friends from the drop-down menu. A new page appears listing Facebook friends you can invite and listing your Facebook friends who are already using Pinterest. From here, you can click the red Invite Friends button on the left side. Note that if you click the main Invite Friends button, all people will be sent an invitation (which could annoy them). Alternatively, you can click each name individually to hand-pick which friends you invite.

				Figure 1-4: Invite Friends button on Pinterest.

				[image: 9781118328002-fg0104.eps]

				
				Integrating Pinterest with your Facebook or Twitter account

				After you receive your invitation, you’re all set, right? Well, maybe. To register, you must first have a Twitter or a Facebook account. Although this might appear to be an inconvenience, restricting registrations to those already active in social media seems to have had the desired effect of preventing spam submissions on Pinterest.

				To integrate your Facebook or Twitter account with Pinterest, follow these steps:

					1.	Get a Facebook or Twitter account.

						If you don’t already have a Twitter (http://twitter.com) or a Facebook (www.facebook.com) account, you need to create one. You can get an account for free with either one, and you can set up an account with either very easily and quickly. You also need to activate the account  or accounts before you can use them for your Pinterest registration.

				[image: Tip.eps]		If you must choose only one social network to integrate, note that Facebook has the advantage of pulling in all friends on that network to allow you to easily add them as friends on Pinterest.

					2.	Log in to your Facebook or Twitter account.

						Logging in isn’t strictly necessary at this point, but doing so makes your registration go more smoothly.

					3.	In the Pinterest invitation e-mail you received, click the link to register.

						The Pinterest registration screen appears, as shown in Figure 1-5.

				Figure 1-5: The Pinterest registration screen asks you sign  up via Facebook or Twitter.

				[image: 9781118328002-fg0105.tif]

				
					4.	Click either the Facebook button or the Twitter link. 

						If you’re a member of both, Facebook is preferable because you’ll see the option to add friends from that network. However, you can add either one at registration and then integrate the other one later if you choose.

					5.	Enter your profile details in the text boxes provided.

						You’re prompted for three basic profile details, as shown in Figure 1-6:

					•	Your username

					•	Your e-mail address

					•	Your password

				[image: Remember.eps]		Choose your username carefully. It determines the URL for your profile on Pinterest. (For example, mine is http://www.pinterest.com/kelby.) Pinterest recently added the option to change your username — however, it’s not ideal to do so because any links to your profile will no longer work.

				[image: Tip.eps]	If you’re creating a Pinterest business account, you might want to use your company’s name in your profile instead of your personal name.

				Figure 1-6: Create your Pinterest profile.

				[image: 9781118328002-fg0106.tif]

				
				After you fill out this information, you’re officially a member of Pinterest — congratulations! Continue reading the next section to find out how to complete the setup of your new Pinterest profile.

				Setting Up Your Profile

				After you’ve integrated Pinterest with your Facebook or Twitter account (see the previous section), you must go through a few steps to set up your basic Pinterest profile. This profile takes only a few seconds to complete. When you’re finished, you’ll be following some Pinterest members, and you’ll see pins in your stream.

				Some of these options appear only during the registration process (such as the suggested followers), so be aware you won’t be able to return to all of these steps. To begin setting up your profile, follow these steps:

					1.	Indicate your interests by clicking the images for any  that apply.

						Figure 1-7 shows the Interests page with a few items already selected.

				[image: Remember.eps]		Although Pinterest tells you it’s going to suggest a few members for you to follow, this statement is a little misleading. In actuality, Pinterest automatically sets up your account to follow a few members who match your interests. (If you don’t want to follow these members, no problem — you can unfollow them right away as I describe in the next step.)

					2.	Click the Follow People button at the bottom of the page (you may need to scroll down to view the button).

				Figure 1-7: Choose interests during profile set up.

				[image: 9781118328002-fg0107.tif]

				
					3.	Review the members you’re now following and make any necessary adjustments.

						After you indicate your interests, Pinterest displays the list  of members it has chosen for you to follow. (See Figure 1-8.) Pinterest also automatically sets up your profile to follow those friends from either Twitter or Facebook (whichever you used to register) who are already established on Pinterest. At this stage, you can click the Unfollow button to remove anyone you don’t want to follow from this list.

				Figure 1-8: See who Pinterest followed for your profile.

			[image: 9781118328002-fg0108.eps]

			
					4.	Create your first pinboards by clicking the Create Boards button. (Refer to Figure 1-8.)

					5.	On the screen that appears (see Figure 1-9), name your new pinboards by using the appropriate text boxes.

						Your profile and pins will be organized by these boards. Pinterest automatically suggests some boards for you to create, such as Products I Love, Favorite Spaces and Places, and Books Worth Reading. You can use those, or you can change the text in the boxes to boards you would like to create. To delete a suggested board, mouse over the right side of the box. Click the x that appears in the bottom-right corner of any board name to remove that board.

				[image: Tip.eps]		You don’t need to agonize over boards as you go through this process. You can easily create more boards later. (I cover creating boards in detail in Chapter 2.) You can also edit the name and description of a board at any time.

				Figure 1-9: Create your first pinboards.

				[image: 9781118328002-fg0109.tif]

				
					6.	(Optional) Add the Pin It bookmark button.

						Pinterest prompts you to do this now, but you don’t have to. You can wait until I cover this process in detail in Chapter 3. Depending on your browser, this step shows instructions on adding a Pin It button. In most browsers, you drag the button on the screen up to your browser’s top toolbar.

				Adding a profile picture

				When you signed up, Pinterest acquired your default profile image automatically — it copied the profile image you were using at the social network that you integrated during registration. If you’d like, you can change that image at any time.

				To change your profile picture, log in to Pinterest, mouse over your name in the top-right corner of the Pinterest home page, and choose Settings from the drop-down menu. When the Settings page appears, scroll down a bit to see your Image options, as shown in Figure 1-10.

				Figure 1-10: Update your profile picture.

			[image: 9781118328002-fg0110.eps]

			
				You have three choices:

				[image: check.png] Upload an Image: To upload an image from your computer, click this button. The button changes instantly to a text field and a Browse button. Click the Browse button to open the Choose File to Upload dialog box. Then navigate through your files to seek out your image, select it, and click the Open button to upload it to Pinterest.

				[image: check.png] Refresh from Facebook: If you have an updated image from Facebook you would like to use, click this button. This option appears only if you have Facebook integrated with your Pinterest account.

				[image: check.png] Refresh from Twitter: Like the Facebook button, this button changes your profile image to the one you’re currently using on Twitter. This option appears only if you have Twitter integrated with your Pinterest account.

				[image: Remember.eps]	An ideal profile image is square. Also, it must at least be 200 x  200 pixels in size, or it will appear pixelated and distorted on your profile page.

				Adding a bio

				A bio helps tell others on Pinterest about you. When someone visits your profile page, your bio is displayed just below your  profile picture in the left column.

				To update your bio, log in to Pinterest, mouse over your name in the top-right corner of the home page, and choose Settings from the drop-down menu. (You can also find it by clicking your name or visiting your main profile page and clicking the Edit Profile link right under your picture in the left column.) To update your bio, adjust the About section of the resulting form accordingly, as shown in Figure 1-11. On this form, you can also update various other personal details such as your name, location, and website.

				Figure 1-11: Enter your bio on Pinterest.

				[image: 9781118328002-fg0111.eps]

				
				[image: TechnicalStuff.eps]	The bio is text only. You can’t use HTML coding in your bio to, say, place sections in boldface or to add a link to your site. Any HTML code will be displayed, not rendered, and if you include a full URL, it won’t be made into a clickable link. You can, however, include a linkable web page or blog URL in the Website field in Settings. (See Figure 1-11.)

				Setting your e-mail preferences

				Do you want Pinterest to notify you of all activity related to your profile by e-mail alert? Or do you dislike e-mails and prefer to  get your updates when you go directly to the site? The Pinterest settings allow for a variety of preferences. Figure 1-12 shows a list of options you can choose to refine your updates; you access this list by clicking Settings and then selecting Email Preferences.

				Figure 1-12: E-mail preferences in Pinterest.

				[image: 9781118328002-fg0112.tif]

				
				[image: Remember.eps]	E-mail alerts are handy for keeping track of activity, such as when people repin (or share) your pins, follow you, or comment on your pins. At the time of this writing, though, the e-mail sends are spotty. Pinterest is a new site, and glitches are to be expected. Don’t rely only on e-mail notifications — check Pinterest as well. To access this information at Pinterest, mouse over your name and choose Pins from the drop-down menu to see the number of repins, likes, and comments for your latest pins. Pinterest also shows the latest activity in the left column on the home page when you’re logged in. For more detail on a particular pin, click its thumbnail to navigate to the pin page.

				Finding Time for Pinterest

				Pinterest can be addictive when you get the hang of it. That can be great if you have all the time in the world. However, because I don’t have all the time in the world, I’ve discovered many ways to be active and engaged on Pinterest without letting it get in the way of work, life, sleep, and other social networks. Here are a few tips:

				[image: check.png] Have dedicated Pinterest time each day for pinning, repinning, liking, and commenting. For example, I find it can be a nice way to start the morning over coffee when I’m gearing up for doing work. You don’t need to make it one time a day, because you can make pins in rapid-fire fashion, spending five minutes here and five minutes there.

				[image: check.png] Limit it to a certain number of minutes. For a heavy user with many boards to maintain, this could mean 10–15-minute stretches three or four times a day for pinning and repinning, creating and populating new boards, and liking and commenting on other pins. For a new or lighter user, it could mean five minutes in the morning and five minutes in the evening of repinning others’ great pins.

				[image: check.png] Install the Pinterest mobile app on your iPhone if you have one. (See Chapter 7 for detailed instructions.) In fact, I use Pinterest more often on my iPhone than on my computer. It’s great for those boring times in life when you need to kill a couple minutes, such as standing in a line or waiting for an appointment to start. With the app installed on your phone, you can hop onto Pinterest anywhere. At the time of this writing, the only native app is on iPhone, but there is also a mobile version of the site that you can use on any touchscreen phone or tablet.

				[image: check.png] Schedule your time wisely. Allow for more time on Pinterest when you first begin. The extra time will help you get the hang of the site and get comfortable. Make plans to scale the time back as you grow comfortable with the site and build a core of followers.

				

			

		

	
		
			
				Chapter 2

				Creating Boards

				In This Chapter

				[image: arrow] Determining your interests

				[image: arrow] Adding your first board

				[image: arrow] Reorganizing and editing your boards

				[image: arrow] Removing a board

				When you sign up for Pinterest (see Chapter 1), you’re given the option to automatically add some boards based on suggestions from Pinterest. Creating your first board is easy, and now you have time to put some thought into it.

				Boards are the main organization system for Pinterest and are designed to be a simulation of a pinboard hanging up on your wall. It might help to think of boards as buckets with labels on them. Boards organize your pins into a variety of topics, and you get to create those topics. For instance, Figure 2-1 shows my Geeky Goodness board, where I collect articles and pictures that appeal to my geek side.

				Figure 2-1: An example Pinterest board.

				[image: 9781118328002-fg0201.tif]

				
				Picking a Topic

				Before you create a new board, consider what interests you have that others might have as well. By creating boards that cover interests that others share, you can encourages people to follow you or your boards and engage with those who share your interests. You can be general, or you can be specific, but it should be an interest that will have content worth pinning. Pinterest has become known for certain genres of content (such as food and crafts), but you need not limit yourself to traditionally pretty or artistic topics.

				For example, Star Wars and Harry Potter are wildly popular topics. Some boards are general, such as business and travel. For example, I have a board that’s simply called “red.” Some boards are extremely specific, such as Mason jars and paint chip crafts. 

				[image: Remember.eps]	A board with just a pin or two isn’t very appealing, so before you create a board be sure you’re interested enough in the topic to populate it with pins.

				When creating boards, you need not limit yourself to personal interests. You can also get creative and use boards for business purposes. You can create a board of ideas for work projects, or you can use a board to creatively promote topics of interest to your readers or customers if you have a blog or a business. For example, if you have a gaming blog, you can create a board of  your favorite games; if you sell jewelry, you can create a board  of colors or images in nature that inspire your work.

				Creating Your First Board

				To create a new board on Pinterest, follow these steps:

					1.	Sign in to your Pinterest account and click the Add+ button in the top-right corner of the Pinterest home page.

						The Add dialog box appears and presents you with three choices: Add a Pin, Upload a Pin, and Create a Board. (See Figure 2-2.)

					2.	Click the Create a Board option.

					3.	When prompted, enter the basic information about your board: the name, category, and who can pin on this board. (See Figure 2-3.)

				[image: Tip.eps]		Check out the following sections for more information on naming, categorizing, and deciding who can contribute to your board.

				Figure 2-2: The Add dialog box lets  you add pins or create a new board.

				[image: 9781118328002-fg0202.eps]

				Figure 2-3: Choose a board name, category,  and contributors for your new board.

				[image: 9781118328002-fg0203.tif]


				[image: Remember.eps]	As you’re creating a board, it doesn’t have a spot for a description. After you create your board, click the Edit Board button in the top-middle of your board and add a description. This isn’t necessary, but it does appear at the top of the page when someone visits your board. You can also find out more about editing your board later in this chapter.

				Naming your board

				Pinterest is a unique animal on the Internet. In most cases online, being straightforward and clear is ideal. Because creativity is so prevalent on Pinterest, consider mixing boards that have unique and clever names with others that have basic, plain names.

				For example, I have a board of craft and DIY projects. I could have named it that, but instead I named it “Stuff I Will Never Get Around to Making.” My board related to children is “For the Short People.” Although you won’t always have inspiration to get clever, when you can it’s more engaging. The trick is to be both clever and clear so people understand what they can find on the board. 

				You can always go back and change it later. Keep in mind, however, that after you name a board, it sets the URL for the board. If you later change it, the URL will also change (and any links to the board directly will no longer work). Check out the “Editing Your Boards” section, later in this chapter, to find out how to rename your board.

				[image: Remember.eps]	You can have the same board name as other users because the final URL for your board will include your username (in a format of pinterest.com/USERNAME/BOARDNAME).

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]	Board names have a 180-character limit, so you have to keep it brief. Also, the board name can get cut short in some instances, such as on your profile page. Avoid using any more than seven words.

				Choosing a category

				Pinterest allows people to browse by category, so be sure to choose a category that accurately describes your board.

				In most instances, identifying a category for your board is pretty clear. Pinterest has several categories that cover a wide variety of topics. Click the down-pointing arrow on the right end of the Board Category field (refer to Figure 2-3) and use the drop-down menu to choose the one that best fits. Again, you can change this later. (See the “Editing Your Boards” section, later in this chapter, to find out how.)

				You’re limited to the category options Pinterest makes available. Unfortunately, some boards don’t categorize well. If that’s the case for your board, find the best fit (or something general, such as My Life) and move on — don’t let it stop you from creating a board that’s a good idea.

				Picking a category can be tricky at times, especially if you have a board that would fall nicely into two different categories. In some instances, it’s a judgment call on your part as to which is best. If you’re torn, you can also look at other pins in the categories you’re considering to help determine which is the better fit.

				Deciding who can contribute  to your board

				You can create a board that only you can pin to, or you can create a board that allows other Pinterest users to contribute to it. In most situations, especially if you’re new to Pinterest, a solo board (where only you can add items) makes the most sense. To create a board that only you can pin to, select the Just Me option next to the Who Can Pin? question. (Refer to Figure 2-3.)

				Searchability versus creativity

				Being creative when naming your Pinterest boards is counter to search engine optimization best practices (and I’m seeing Pinterest boards appear frequently in Google search results). This is something for you to note and to consider. Still, I would argue that Pinterest is a place to showcase your creativity. I believe you’ll have more impact by being interesting in Pinterest than by ranking higher in Google search results. I recommend having a combination of boards with creative names and boards with straightforward names to gain the benefits of both creativity on Pinterest and search engine rankings.



				On the other hand, a group board offers many interesting possibilities, such as the following:

				[image: check.png] Collaborating on work projects, such as sharing articles that offer tips on a specific industry or case studies that are relevant to the staff

				[image: check.png] Planning a home renovation with your family and contractors, sharing things such as color schemes, sample rooms, DIY project articles, and room layouts that you like

				[image: check.png] Promoting a joint cause or topic, sharing content that is relevant such as statistics on the issue, ways to donate or volunteer, and stories of people helped by the cause

				[image: check.png] Sharing seasonal or topical content, such as a holiday cookie board to collect and share recipes or a Mother’s Day board to share crafts for kids to make gifts

				To create a group board, select the Me + Contributors option. (See Figure 2-4.) You can add members either by their Pinterest member name or their e-mail address. Figure 2-4 shows what happens if you start typing a member name in the text box: Pinterest automatically populates a list of possible matches, and you can select the right person from the list. Then just click the Add button next to the name.

				To invite someone via e-mail, type or paste in e-mail addresses one at a time in the field that appears when you click Me + Contributors and then click Add.

				[image: Remember.eps]	Some people don’t like to be added to boards without being asked first, especially because the boards then appear on their own profiles. When in doubt, it’s best to check with people first before you add them to a group board.

				Figure 2-4: You can add contributors to a board.

				[image: 9781118328002-fg0204.eps]


				Rearranging Your Boards

				After you create some boards, you may want to rearrange them to bring your favorite and most well-pinned boards to the top. To rearrange your boards, follow these instructions:

					1.	Go to your profile page by clicking your name in the top-right corner of the screen.

					2.	Click the Rearrange Boards icon (which looks like a computer screen with two arrows) under your name and bio in the center of the screen directly to the right of the words Edit Profile.

					3.	Click and hold on a board to move it, then release the mouse button when you have the board where you want it.

						Figure 2-5 shows how to drag and drop a board to a new position.

					4.	Click the Save Arrangement button.

				Figure 2-5: Rearrange your boards by dragging and dropping.

				[image: 9781118328002-fg0205.tif]


				Editing Your Boards

				At some point, you might want to edit one or more of your boards for various reasons. Maybe you came up with a better name for the board, or perhaps you want to add a description. It could be that Pinterest added new categories, and one is a better fit. Whatever the reason, fortunately it’s easy for you to change the details of your boards at any time.

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]	Be aware that changing the name of a board also changes its web URL. If you or anyone else has linked to your board, using the old link they will get an error. For example, pinterest.com/yourname/ yourboard becomes pinterest.com/yourname/newboardname. Any links to the board from outside Pinterest should be updated with the new URL. If someone besides you has linked to it, there’s likely little you can do to correct that (except approach each person who linked and ask), so those links will be dead.

				To edit a board, follow these steps: 

					1.	Visit your profile by clicking your name in the top-right corner of the screen.

					2.	On your profile page, find the board that’s in need of some editing attention. Click the Edit button for that board.

						The Edit Board screen appears, as shown in Figure 2-6. 

					3.	Change the title, description, who can pin on the board, and/or the category. 

					4.	When you’re done making changes, click the Save Settings button.

				Figure 2-6: You can edit your board as needed.

				[image: 9781118328002-fg0206.tif]


				Deleting a Board

				In most instances, you edit a board if there’s something about it you don’t like. Still, sometimes boards don’t make sense anymore. The boards you created when Pinterest prompted you at log in might need the old heave ho, for example. Or you might have two boards that overlap in content.

				[image: Remember.eps]	If you want to delete a board because another one is too similar, you might consider first repinning the pins from the board about to be deleted onto the one that will remain. Otherwise, all your pins on the board about to be deleted will be gone.

				If you need to delete a board, follow these steps:

					1.	On your profile, find the board you want to delete.

					2.	Click the Edit button on the board.

						The Edit Board page appears. (Refer to Figure 2-6.)

					3.	Click the Delete Board button and confirm.

				Leaving a Collaborative Board

				You may find that people add you to collaborative boards that you don’t want to participate in. Some might be too marketing-oriented, or it might be a topic that doesn’t interest you. Because people can add you to a board (as long as you follow one another) without your approval, this can be an issue. Also, after you’re added to someone else’s group board, the board appears on your own profile. At immediate glance on a profile’s pinboards, it isn’t clear which boards belong to the user and which ones are group boards.

				Deleting yourself as a contributor from a collaborative board isn’t terribly intuitive, but it is simple. You can remove yourself from a group board by following these instructions:

					1.	Navigate to your profile and find the group board you want to leave.

					2.	Click the Edit button.

						The Edit Board page appears. (Refer to Figure 2-6.)

					3.	Scroll down until you find your name on the list of pinners for that board, as shown in Figure 2-7.

				Figure 2-7: You can remove your profile from a group board.

				[image: 9781118328002-fg0207.tif]


					4.	Click Remove to the right of your name.

						You’re removed from the board and can no longer pin items to it.

				[image: Tip.eps]	If you created the board, you cannot remove yourself from it. You see only the option to remove members you added or delete the board.
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