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				Introduction

				When you’re learning your first language, you don’t need to know much about grammar to speak correctly. Assuming you grew up around people who spoke proper English, you instinctively acquired the ability to express yourself appropriately. When you’re picking up a second language, like Spanish, however, grammar is essential, especially if you want to say something more than ¡Hola! and ¡Muchas gracias! After all, grammar is the structure on which you hang the words you want to say:

				Grammar + Vocabulary = Ability to Communicate

				If you know the grammatical rules and your vocabulary, you can say and understand just about anything, including both questions and statements. In addition, you can communicate more creatively, expressing exactly what you want to say rather than just reciting an expression you memorized.

				Although grammar may sound boring, it’s actually what makes Spanish fun and exciting. When you begin to think — and even dream — in Spanish, you’ll see what I mean.

				About This Book

				Each chapter of Spanish Grammar For Dummies tackles a specific Spanish grammar topic, explaining it in detail, providing plenty of examples, and giving you plenty of practice exercises to help you put that particular topic to use. At the end of each chapter is an answer key that allows you to check your work.

				The book starts you off with the basics — nouns and verbs — so you can figure out how to compose simple sentences in the present tense right away. Each chapter then explains how to embellish your simple sentences with additional details, including adverbs, prepositional phrases, and different verb conjugations.

				You don’t have to read this book from cover to cover (although I would love it if you did!); you can simply read the sections or chapters that interest you the most.

				Conventions Used in This Book

				I’ve used the following conventions to make navigating this book a little easier:

				[image: check.png] Spanish words and sentences appear in boldface to make them stand out.

				[image: check.png] English equivalents, set in italics, follow the Spanish words and sentences.

				[image: check.png] When translating Spanish expressions, I usually present the English equivalent, which isn’t always the literal translation. For example, you can translate the Spanish phrase de nada literally as of nothing, but in English, the equivalent is you’re welcome (as in think nothing of it). This book usually gives the you’re welcome translation.

				[image: check.png] At the end of every chapter is an answer key that provides the correct answers to all the questions in the practice exercises in that chapter.

				To make verbs and their many uses stand out, I present verb conjugations in tables like this:

				
					cantar (to sing)

				
				
					
						
								
								yo canto

							
								
								nosotros/nosotras cantamos

							
						

						
								
								tú cantas

							
								
								vosotros/vosotras cantáis

							
						

						
								
								él/ella/usted canta

							
								
								ellos/ellas/ustedes cantan

							
						

					
				

				Note that the Spanish verb and its English translation are at the top followed by six verb forms that vary according to who or what is performing the action: I; you (singular, informal); he, she, and you (singular, formal); we; you (plural, informal); and they and you (plural, formal).

				One more note: With the exception of Chapter 2 (which is all about sounding out Spanish words), this book doesn’t feature pronunciations after Spanish text. Instead, it focuses on grammar and written communication. Feel free to use a Spanish dictionary for any pronunciation questions you may have.

				What You’re Not to Read

				Of course, I’d like to think you’re going to read every word in this book, but that may not be the practical option or even the best approach in your case. If you’re short on time or you have a few grammatical areas that you know you need more help with, feel free to skip around to the stuff that interests you most.

				As you read, you can safely skip the exercise examples. If the exercise seems obvious to you, don’t waste your time checking out the examples before you dive into the exercise questions themselves. Along the same lines, if I present several examples to illustrate a particular grammar rule and you understand the rule after reading the first example, don’t bother with the rest of them.

				Foolish Assumptions

				When writing this book, I made the following assumptions about you:

				[image: check.png] You already have a background in Spanish and may even be able to carry on a conversation, but you want to be able to communicate more creatively, especially in writing. (If you’re a rank beginner, I suggest you start with Spanish For Dummies, 2nd Edition, written by yours truly and published by Wiley.)

				[image: check.png] You want to practice everything you learn so you can be sure you’ve “got it” and will retain your newly acquired knowledge.

				[image: check.png] You love Spanish (like I do!) and find grammar fascinating . . . okay, that may be pushing it just a little.

				How This Book Is Organized

				Spanish Grammar For Dummies is divided into six parts. The following sections introduce the parts and describe the contents of each one.

				Part I: Starting with the Basics

				This part is for beginners or for those of you who need a brief refresher on the basics before you dive into any heavy-duty grammar. Here you find a brief overview of Spanish grammar; discover how to pronounce Spanish words so you can sound like you know what you’re doing; find out how to deal with the whole number/gender thing with nouns, articles, and adjectives; practice counting and telling time; and brush up on dates, days of the week, and months of the year.

				If you already know this stuff, feel free to use these chapters as confidence boosters to build the momentum you need to tackle the more challenging Spanish grammar topics I cover in the rest of this book.

				Part II: Constructing Simple Sentences  and Asking Questions

				Grammar is all about stringing words together to form sentences that make sense. The  most basic sentences consist of a subject and a verb in the present tense; for example,  Ella camina (She walks). In this part, you find out how to put together a subject and a verb to express yourself with simple sentences and how to use pronouns in place of nouns. You also figure out how to use the present tense and the present progressive tense and how to ask questions so you can find out what else you need to know.

				Part III: Beefing Up Your Sentences  with More Description

				In this part, I explain how to make sentences more descriptive by adding adverbs, prepositional phrases, and other parts of speech. You also discover how to use the reflexive to describe actions performed on oneself; employ the passive voice to stress the action instead of the doer of the action; make comparisons; and add negative words to completely change the meaning of a sentence.

				Part IV: Talking about the Past or Future

				Spanish has fourteen verb tenses broken down into seven simple and seven complex tenses. Fortunately for you, this book focuses on verb tenses you’re likely to use on a daily basis: the present, preterit (past), imperfect (past but ongoing or repeated), and future. While Part II covers conjugating verbs in the present tense, this part covers the preterit, imperfect, and future.

				As a bonus, I explain how to use the helping verb haber to transform the simple tenses  into compound tenses — a trick that doubles the number of verb tenses you have at your disposal!

				Part V: Expressing Conditions  and Giving Commands

				No grammar book is complete without coverage of the conditional and imperative, and this part gets you up to speed in a hurry. Conditional statements go something like this:

				Yo iría contigo, pero tengo que estudiar. (I would go with you, but I have to study.)

				In other words, my being able to go is conditional upon not having to study.

				You use the imperative to issue commands like this one:

				¡Por favor, pase el guacamole! (Please pass the guacamole!)

				Part VI: The Part of Tens

				Every For Dummies title has a Part of Tens, and this one’s no different. Here you find a list of ten common Spanish grammar mistakes (and how to avoid them) and ten Spanish idioms that’ll make you sound like a native Spanish speaker!

				Icons Used in This Book

				To make particular types of information easier for you to find, I use the following icons in this book:

				[image: remember.eps]	This icon highlights information that you should remember long after you read this book. If you read anything in this book, it should be text marked with this icon!

				[image: tip.eps]	This icon points out tips for understanding Spanish grammar more easily.

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]	Beware the pitfalls of Spanish grammar that I mark with this icon!

				[image: practice.eps]	Practice makes perfect when it comes to Spanish grammar; this icon denotes practice problems that you can use to sharpen your skills.

				Where to Go from Here

				Where you go from here really depends on where here is for you. If you’re looking for a quickie on Spanish grammar, head to Chapter 1. Beginners and anyone else who’s looking for a warm-up session would probably do best to start with Chapter 2 on sounding out Spanish words or Chapter 5 on numbers, dates, and times. Chapters 3 and 4 are essential for helping you make sure your nouns, articles, and adjectives all agree in gender (masculine or feminine) and number (one or more than one).

				Otherwise, feel free to skip around and dive in wherever you like. Every chapter is a stand-alone module. The more modules you complete, the more fluent you’ll become in Spanish grammar. ¡Buena suerte! (Good luck!)

				

			

		

	
		
			
				
				
					Part I

					Starting with the Basics



						[image: 9781118023808-pp0101.eps]
					


					In this part . . .

					Consider this part the lighter side of Spanish  grammar — strictly beginner stuff. Here, you get  up to speed in a hurry with a brief overview of Spanish grammar; discover how to pronounce Spanish words so you can sound like you know what you’re talking about; figure out how to deal with nouns, articles, and adjectives in terms of number and gender; master the art of counting and telling time; and practice working with dates, days of the week, and months of the year.

					If you’re ready to get your head in the game of Spanish grammar, you’ve come to the right place!

				
			

		

	
		
			
				Chapter 1

				Spanish Grammar in a Nutshell

				In This Chapter

				[image: arrow] Getting to know your parts of speech

				[image: arrow] Taking a quick look at conjugating verbs in different tenses

				[image: arrow] Slapping together a simple sentence

				[image: arrow] Asking questions, posing conditions, and giving orders

				Spanish grammar is fairly complex, so many people benefit from getting an overall picture of everything that’s involved — the framework on which all the details ultimately find their place — before they jump into any one part. This chapter presents this framework, bringing you up to speed in a hurry on Spanish grammar basics and rooting that framework in what you already know — English.

				[image: tip.eps]	Luckily for everyone, the Spanish language is very phonetic, which makes speaking it fairly simple. Even so, you need to be aware of the importance of pronunciation when you’re learning Spanish to make sure that what you’re saying not only conveys the meaning you intended but also sounds grammatically correct. Skip to Chapter 2 for everything you need to know about Spanish pronunciation.

				Recognizing the Parts of Speech

				Learning a second language is a whole lot easier if you know a little something about your own language, especially when the languages are as similar as Spanish and English. To grasp  the fundamentals of either of these languages, you need to know your parts of speech — the  various categories that describe what purpose different types of words serve and how those  different types of words relate to one another.

				Don’t worry if you can’t recall your parts of speech. The following sections provide a quick review.

				Nouns and pronouns

				[image: remember.eps]	A nombre or sustantivo (noun) is a person, place, or thing that can serve as a subject, direct object, or indirect object:

				[image: check.png] Subject: Whoever or whatever performs the action

				[image: check.png] Direct object: What or whom the action is performed on

				[image: check.png] Indirect object: To or for whom or what the action is performed

				For example, in Paco le dijo a María una mentira (Paco told María a lie), Paco is the subject because he’s performing the action (telling), una mentira (a lie) is the direct object (what Paco is telling), and María is the indirect object (the one to whom the lie is told). Chapter 3 introduces Spanish nouns in more detail.

				[image: remember.eps]	To mix things up, you can use different types of pronombres (pronouns) in place of nouns so you don’t have to keep repeating the same noun:

				[image: check.png] Subject (personal) pronouns: Yo (I), tú (you singular, informal), él (he), ella (she), usted (you singular, formal), nosotros/nosotras (we), vosotros/vosotras (you plural, informal), ellos/ellas (they), and ustedes (you plural, formal) are the subject pronouns. They take the place of the doer of the action.

				[image: check.png] Direct object pronouns: Me (me), te (you singular, informal), lo (him or you masculine, singular, formal), la (her or you feminine, singular, formal), nos (us), os (you plural, informal), and los/las (them or you plural, formal) are the direct object pronouns. They take the place of the person, place, or thing the action is performed on.

				[image: check.png] Indirect object pronouns: Me (to/for me), te (to/for you singular, informal), le (to/for him, her, it, or you singular, formal), nos (to/for us), os (to/for you plural, informal), and les (to/for them or you plural, formal) are the indirect object pronouns that take the place of the recipient of the action.

				[image: check.png] Reflexive pronouns: Me (myself), te (yourself), se (himself, herself, or yourself), nos (ourselves), os (yourselves), and se (themselves or yourselves) are reflexive pronouns that take the place of the recipient of a reflexive action (an action that the subject of the sentence performs on itself).

				[image: check.png] Interrogative pronouns: ¿Quién(es)? (Who?), ¿Cuál(es)? (What? or Which one[s]?), ¿Qué? (What?), ¿Cuánto(a)? (How much?), and ¿Cuántos(as)? (How many?) are the interrogative pronouns. They take the place of the nouns given in the answers to these questions.

				Flip to Chapter 9 for the full scoop on Spanish pronouns.

				Articles

				Artículos (articles) are the tiny words commonly used to introduce nouns. They come in two flavors:

				[image: check.png] Definite articles: El, la, los, and las (the)

				[image: check.png] Indefinite articles: Un and una (a, an) and unos and unas (some)

				[image: remember.eps]	An article must agree with the noun it modifies in gender (masculine or feminine) and number (singular or plural). That’s why you have four articles in each category: el and un are masculine, singular, la and una are feminine, singular, los and unos are masculine, plural, and las and unas are feminine, plural. Chapter 3 covers this agreement issue in greater detail.

				Verbs

				Verbos (verbs) breathe life into expressions, so you really can’t do anything without them. For example, in the simple sentence, Selena canta (Selena sings), Selena is the subject and canta is the verb.

				[image: remember.eps]	In most languages, verbs are the most challenging part of speech because every verb has so many variations, depending on who’s performing the action and when they’re performing it —  in the present, past, future, and so on. I touch on this issue later in this chapter in the section “Conjugating Verbs in the Present Tense.”

				Adjectives and adverbs

				Adjetivos (adjectives) and adverbios (adverbs) are descriptive words that colorize otherwise drab expressions:

				[image: check.png] Adjectives describe nouns.

				[image: check.png] Adverbs describe verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs.

				Here’s an example of what you can do to a sentence simply by adding adjectives and adverbs:

				Before: El edificio se derrumbó. (The building collapsed.)

				After: El edificio alto poco a poco se derrumbó. (The tall building slowly collapsed.)

				The second sentence is much more interesting, don’t you think? That’s the magic of adjectives and adverbs. Chapter 4 tells you all about Spanish adjectives; I cover Spanish adverbs in detail in Chapter 12.

				[image: tip.eps]	You often use adjectives and adverbs to make comparisons, such as Susanna es más alta que Ricardo (Susanna is taller than Ricardo). If you’re wondering how to compare two or more people or things (or actions), head to Chapter 16 for more about making comparisons.

				Prepositions

				A preposición (preposition) is a word that typically accompanies a noun or pronoun and describes its relationship usually in terms of time, space, or direction. Simple prepositions include a (to or at), ante (before or in the presence of), contra (against), durante (during), hasta (until), and tras (after). Here’s an example of a simple preposition in action:

				Ella va a la tienda. (She is going to the store.)

				In this example, the simple preposition a (to) joins with la tienda (the store) to form a prepositional phrase that describes where she’s going. For more about prepositions and the rules for using them, check out Chapter 13.

				Conjunctions

				Conjunciones (conjunctions) connect words and phrases in a sentence. Common conjunctions include y and e (and), ni (neither/nor), o and u (or/either), pero (but), porque (because), and que (that). In Chapter 6, you find out how to use conjunctions to form compound sentences by joining two simple sentences.

				Conjugating Verbs in the Present Tense

				When you want to describe an action, you have a lot to consider besides which verb to use. You have to choose the right form of the verb that does all of the following:

				[image: check.png] Matches the subject in person (first, second, or third) and number (singular or plural)

				[image: check.png] Describes when the action is taking place (verb tense), which can be present, past, future, and so on

				[image: check.png] Reflects the correct mood (the attitude of the speaker), which can be indicative  (certain), subjunctive (uncertain or hopeful), conditional (what if), or imperative  (commanding)

				[image: check.png] Reflects the right voice (active or passive)

				To conjugate a verb, you start with the infinitive form and add endings that represent the person, number, tense, mood, and voice. The following sections break down the process of conjugating verbs in the present tense.

				Identifying infinitives

				The infinitive form of a verb is pure action or being — when nobody’s doing it or being it and time doesn’t matter. In other words, the infinitive is the verb without a subject or tense. In English, you form the infinitive by adding to before the verb, as in to run, to skip, and to jump. In Spanish, the infinitive forms end in -ar, -er, or -ir. Here’s an example of each type of verb: hablar (to talk, to speak), correr (to run), and vivir (to live).

				When you conjugate a verb, you start with the infinitive form, drop the ending, and add the appropriate conjugated ending according to the subject of the sentence and the tense that you’re using.

				Establishing subject-verb agreement

				[image: remember.eps]	To know which conjugated verb form to use, you need to know the subject of the verb — whatever or whoever is performing the action — because the verb must agree with the subject in both person (for example, I, you, or he) and number (for example, I is singular and we is plural). When conjugating verbs, use the subject pronouns that I list in the earlier section “Nouns and pronouns” to substitute for actual nouns.

				Several different types of Spanish verbs exist; I outline their present tense conjugations in the following sections. You can turn to Chapter 6 for additional information on using the present tense.

				Regular verbs

				[image: remember.eps]	To conjugate most regular verbs in the present tense, you drop the infinitive’s -ar, -er, or -ir ending to create the verb stem and then add the verb’s present tense endings. The endings you add vary according to whether you’re conjugating an -ar, -er, or -ir verb:


				
					
						
								
								Verbs That End In

							
								
								Use These Endings

							
						

						
								
								-ar

							
								
								-o, -as, -a, -amos, -áis, -an

							
						

						
								
								-er

							
								
								-o, -es, -e, -emos, -éis, -en

							
						

						
								
								-ir

							
								
								-o, -es, -e, -imos, -ís, -en

							
						
						

					
				

				As you may have guessed, this gives you six forms of the verb. Here’s an example, showing the verb practicar (to practice) conjugated in the present tense. Be sure to drop the -ar ending to form the stem (practic-) before adding the endings.

					practicar (to practice)

				
					
						
								
								yo practico

							
								
								nosotros/nosotras practicamos

							
						

						
								
								tú practicas

							
								
								vosotros/vosotras practicáis

							
						

						
								
								él/ella/usted practica

							
								
								ellos/ellas/ustedes practican

							
						

					
				

				[image: tip.eps]	Unlike in English, you can usually tell who the subject of a Spanish sentence is just by looking at the verb ending. Thus, Spanish allows you to drop the subject out of your sentence when it’s unnecessary. If I’m practicing something, for example, I don’t have to say yo practico. I can simply say practico. Only two forms may be ambiguous — the third person singular and the third person plural. These two forms represent more than one possible subject; therefore, you have to establish who the subject is before you can drop it from the sentence.

				Stem-changing, spelling-changing, and irregular verbs

				Knowing how to conjugate regular verbs in the present tense is a great start, but unfortunately, Spanish has some stem-changing, spelling-changing, and irregular verbs that don’t play by the rules:

				[image: check.png] Regular stem-changing verbs: With regular stem-changing verbs, you don’t just drop the verb ending to form the stem. In all conjugated forms except the nosotros/nosotras and the vosotros/vosotras forms, the stem changes from e to i, o to ue, or e to ie, as in the case of empezar (to begin, to start), whose stem changes from empez- to empiez-.

				[image: check.png] Regular spelling-changing verbs: Certain verbs change spelling to help with pronunciation when the verb is conjugated into its different forms. For example, when conjugating incluir (to include), you drop the -ir ending and add -y in all forms except the nosotros/nosotras and the vosotros/vosotras.

				[image: check.png] Irregular verbs: These verbs are just plain weird. Some change irregularly in the stem, while others change irregularly in the endings or only in certain forms, such as the yo form. For example, the yo form of caber (to fit) is yo quepo. The verb estar (to be) is irregular in all of its forms except the nosotros/nosotras and vosotros/vosotras forms. (Note: The verbs estar and ser, which both mean to be, are especially unusual; I discuss them in detail in Chapter 7.)

				Composing a Simple Sentence

				When you have some vocabulary under your belt and you know how to conjugate verbs, forming a simple sentence in Spanish is easy. All you do is start with a subject and then tack on a verb that agrees with the subject in person and number and reflects the desired tense, mood, and voice. One of the simplest sentences you can come up with is Yo soy (I am). In Spanish, you can simplify it even further — Soy (I am) — because the verb ending indicates the subject of the sentence.

				After you have a simple sentence in place, you can start to embellish it with the other parts of speech that I describe earlier in this chapter — articles, adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, and prepositions — and use conjunctions to combine words, phrases, and even entire sentences! Head to Chapter 6 for an introduction to simple sentences in the present tense. In Chapter 8, you find out how to compose sentences in another simple tense — the present progressive.

				[image: tip.eps]	Another very basic form of communication in any language is to express what you like and dislike. In Spanish, you do this with the verb gustar (to be pleasing). Turn to Chapter 10 for more details.

				[image: tip.eps]	In Spanish (as in English), you sometimes need to express things in the negative, such as Yo nunca quiero ver a ellos jamás (I never want to see them again). Both languages use the word no for no, but they also have many other words that express the negative. For more on negative words and expressions, see Chapter 17.

				Asking Questions

				A good portion of daily communication revolves around asking and answering questions. One of the easiest ways to ask a sí/no (yes/no) question is to take a statement, like Usted tiene un dolor de cabeza (You have a headache) and bracket it with an upside-down and right-side-up question mark: ¿Usted tiene un dolor de cabeza? (Do you have a headache?) (Literally: You have a headache?). Another option is to invert the subject and the verb, as in this example: ¿Tiene usted un dolor de cabeza? Answering such questions, assuming you understand them, is easy. You just say sí or no or shake your head in agreement (or disagreement).

				Asking an interrogative question to actually elicit some information is a little more difficult. First, you need to form your question by inverting the subject and verb. Then you have to add  an interrogative word, such as ¿Quién(es) . . . ? (Who . . . ?) or ¿Cuándo . . . ? (When . . . ?), to the beginning of the sentence. Here’s an example:

				¿Cuándo quieren ellos ir al cine? (When do they want to go to the movies?)

				Obviously, answering an interrogative question and understanding the answer to an interrogative question you asked are more challenging than dealing with a sí/no question, because you have to deal with additional information. If you’ve ever asked someone for directions in a Spanish-speaking country, you know what I mean.

				To answer an interrogative question, you drop the interrogative word, invert the question to place the subject at the beginning, and then add the information being requested. Here’s an example:

				¿Cuándo quieren ellos ir al cine? (When do they want to go to the movies?)

				Ellos quieren ir al cine a las 7:00 de la noche. (They want to go to the movies at 7:00 p.m.)

				Do you have additional questions about Spanish questions? Chapter 11 gives you the info you’re looking for.

				Moving On to Other Verb Tenses

				Spanish has fourteen verb “tenses” — seven simple and seven compound tenses. (I put “tenses” in quotes because some tenses are really a combination of tense and mood.) In this book, I focus on the four simple tenses you use most often: present, preterit (past), imperfect (ongoing past action), and future. I also explain how to combine a verb with a helping verb to transform simple tenses into compound tenses, which include the pluperfect (more past than the past tense) and future perfect (an action completed before another future action).

				The following sections introduce you to the three main simple tenses (besides the present tense, which I cover earlier in this chapter) and the compound tenses.

				[image: remember.eps]	Like English, in addition to different tenses, Spanish has different voices — active and passive. With the active voice, the subject performs the action, as in El mecánico arregló el coche (The mechanic repaired the car). With the passive voice, the subject of the sentence receives the action, as in El coche fue arreglado por el mecánico (The car was repaired by the mechanic). For more about the passive voice, see Chapter 15.

				Preterit and imperfect

				The preterit or past tense, which I explain in Chapter 18, describes action that’s been completed or is clearly in the past. Use the preterit like the past tense in English. Here’s an example:

				Ustedes salieron a las nueve. (You [plural] left at nine.)

				The imperfect tense is vague and imprecise, the equivalent to used to or always in English, as in Yo solía ir a las corridas de toros (I used to go to the bullfight). The action occurred in the past, but you don’t know exactly when it occurred. You may also use the imperfect to describe two or more ongoing past actions that occurred simultaneously, as in Mientras mi mamá cocinaba mi padre leía el periódico (While my mom was cooking, my father was reading the newspaper). Chapter 19 provides additional examples, along with more uses for the imperfect.

				[image: tip.eps]	When choosing whether to use the preterit or the imperfect to describe a past action, keep in mind that the preterit describes an action or a series of actions completed in the past — they’re done, over, stick a fork in it. The preterit also expresses an action, event, or state of mind that happened in the past and was completed at a specific moment or period. The imperfect describes an ongoing or continuous past action, without focusing on the beginning or end.

				Future

				The future tense describes what will or might happen. Use the future tense to

				[image: check.png] Describe an action or a state of being that will occur in the future, as in the following example:

						Yo limpiaré la casa este fin de semana. (I will clean the house this weekend.)

				[image: check.png] Express probability or conjecture in the present. In English, you’d do this with such terms as I wonder, could it be, must be, and probably, as in the following example:

						¿Serán ya las diez? (Could it already be ten?)

				You will find out more about the future tense in Chapter 20.

				[image: tip.eps]	Whether you’re describing present, past, or future events, you often need to add some specific words about when the action occurred, such as el sábado a las diez (on Saturday at  ten o’clock). To find out about numbers, dates, and time, check out Chapter 5.

				Compound

				The compound tenses (also referred to as complex tenses) add the verb haber (to have) to the main verb so that a verb in the past tense can be more past, a conditional statement can be completed, and a future action can be finished. Spanish has seven compound tenses. The two most commonly used compound tenses are

				[image: check.png] Present perfect: Describes actions that have happened — recently completed actions, as in Yo he comido un sandwich (I have eaten a sandwich), and past actions that continue to remain true, as in Yo he comido aquí todos los sábados por cinco años (I have eaten here every Saturday for five years).

				[image: check.png] Pluperfect: The pluperfect describes actions that happened in the past before another past action. It’s the same as saying that something had happened in English. For example, in the sentence Ellos habían comido antes de llegar (They had eaten before arriving), the eating happened before they arrived.

				Compound tenses are made up of two elements:

				[image: check.png] Helping verb: All compound tenses require the helping verb (or auxiliary verb) haber (to have).

				[image: check.png] Past participle of the action verb: All compound tenses require the past participle, or the ed/en form, of the verb whose action has or had been done. In Spanish, you form the past participle of most verbs by adding -ado or -ido to the end of the verb’s stem:

					•	For an -ar verb, drop the -ar and add -ado.

					•	For an -er verb, drop the -er and add -ido.

					•	For an -ir verb, drop the -ir and add -ido.

				The great thing about the compound tenses is that you don’t have to learn how to conjugate a bunch of different verbs. All you need to know is how to conjugate haber and how to form the past participle of the action verb. Find out all the details about compound tenses in Chapter 21.

				Wondering “What If” with  the Conditional Mood

				The conditional mood describes what will or would happen if something else occurs. You can use the conditional to describe something you (or someone else) would like or would do, to conjecture about something that occurred in the past (what might have happened), or to express probability about a past action (what must have happened).

				Forming the conditional with regular -ar, -er, and -ir verbs is pretty easy. You take the entire verb infinitive (don’t drop anything) and then add the imperfect verb endings you use for -er and -ir verbs (see Chapter 19). Following are the three different types of verbs conjugated in the conditional.

					preparar (to prepare)

				
					
						
								
								yo prepararía

							
								
								nosotros/nosotras prepararíamos

							
						

						
								
								tú prepararías

							
								
								vosotros/vosotras prepararíais

							
						

						
								
								él/ella/usted prepararía

							
								
								ellos/ellas/ustedes prepararían

							
						

					
				

					vender (to sell)

				
					
						
								
								yo vendería

							
								
								nosotros/nosotras venderíamos

							
						

						
								
								tú venderías

							
								
								vosotros/vosotras venderíais

							
						

						
								
								él/ella/usted vendería

							
								
								ellos/ellas/ustedes venderían

							
						

					
				

					escribir (to write)

				
					
						
								
								yo escribiría

							
								
								nosotros/nosotras escribiríamos

							
						

						
								
								tú escribirías

							
								
								vosotros/vosotras escribiríais

							
						

						
								
								él/ella/usted escribiría

							
								
								ellos/ellas/ustedes escribirían

							
						

					
				

				Here’s an example of a very basic use of the conditional:

				Me gustaría tomar un refresco. (I would like to have a soft drink.)

				You can find out more about the conditional mood in Chapter 22.

				Forming Simple Commands

				Use the imperative mood to give commands — to tell someone what to do or what not to do. In most cases, you bark out commands in one of the you forms, tú (you singular, informal), usted (you singular, formal), vosotros/vosotras (you plural, informal), or ustedes (you plural, formal). But you can also use the nosotros (we) form of the imperative so that your command comes across as more of a “Let’s . . . ” suggestion than a direct command.

				[image: remember.eps]	The imperative is called a mood rather than a tense because it deals with wants and desires and because the time is always now.

				To form singular informal commands, drop the -s from the present tense tú form of the regular -ar, -er, and -ir verbs:

				Hablas. (You speak.) becomes ¡Habla! (Speak!)

				Comes. (You eat.) becomes ¡Come! (Eat!)

				Escribes. (You write.) becomes ¡Escribe! (Write!)

				To form negative singular informal commands, add No (No) to the beginning of the sentence, remove the -o from the present tense yo form of the verb, and add -es for regular -ar verbs and -as for regular -er and -ir verbs, as in the following examples:

				Hablo. (I speak.) becomes ¡No hables! (Don’t speak!)

				Como. (I eat.) becomes ¡No comas! (Don’t eat!)

				Escribo. (I write.) becomes ¡No escribas! (Don’t write!)

				[image: remember.eps]	In Spanish, you can use an upside-down exclamation point at the beginning of your command and a right-side-up exclamation point at the end to show emphasis.

				Singular informal commands should enable you to tell all the people within shouting distance what to do. However, you still need to know how to form commands in the informal plural and the formal singular and plural. For all that, skip to Chapter 23.

			

		

	
		
			
				Chapter 2

				Sounding Out Spanish Words

				In This Chapter

				[image: arrow] Pronouncing vowels, consonants, and diphthongs

				[image: arrow] Placing stress on the right syl-la-ble and adding accents to the right letters

				[image: arrow] Adjusting your intonation for the desired effect

				When acquiring a second language, you’re likely to read it first, then write it, listen to it, and understand it, and, last but definitely not least, speak it. Of course, the best way to learn to speak Spanish is to have a Spanish-speaking person model the spoken language for you and to listen to recordings. But seeing the pronunciation is also helpful, especially when you’re learning a language as wonderfully phonetic as Spanish.

				This chapter explains how to pronounce Spanish vowels, consonants, and diphthongs; how to tell which syllable to stress in any word; and how to adjust your intonation (the rise and fall of your voice) to convey meaning.

				Vocalizing Vowels

				[image: remember.eps]	Spanish has five vowels. (In case you’re wondering, Spanish excludes the letter y.) The vowel sounds are easy to pick up because each vowel has only one possible sound:

				[image: check.png] a: ah, as in father

				[image: check.png] e: eh, as in bet

				[image: check.png] i: ee, as in seen

				[image: check.png] o: oh, as in old

				[image: check.png] u: ooh, as in moo

				Note: Spanish vowels are pronounced staccato, that is short and hard, versus the way English speakers (especially those from the South) round out their vowels. So when you say a Spanish vowel, cut off your airflow immediately after uttering it to get the desired effect.

				Conversing with Consonants

				[image: remember.eps]	Many Spanish consonants have the same sound as their English counterparts. These consonants are d, f, k, l, m, n, p, s, t, w, x, and y. (See, you already know a little Spanish!) The following consonants are exceptions:

				[image: check.png] b: a cross between b and v (indicated as bv)

				[image: check.png] c: k when in front of a, o, and u; s when in front of e and i

				[image: check.png] g: g when in front of a, o, and u; h when in front of e and i (This h is more guttural than the English h, so it’s indicated in pronunciations by a capital H.)

				[image: check.png] h: silent

				[image: check.png] j: h (This h is more guttural than the English h, so it’s indicated in pronunciations by a capital H.)

				[image: check.png] ñ: ny, like the sound nio in the word onion

				[image: check.png] qu: k

				[image: check.png] r: like the double dd in the word ladder (indicated as r)

				[image: check.png] v: a cross between b and v (indicated as bv)

				[image: check.png] y: y as in yellow or ee at the end of a word, such as hoy (today) or hay (there is, there are)

				[image: check.png] z: s

				In Spanish, the following double-letter combinations form unique sounds:

				[image: check.png] ch: ch, just as in English

				[image: check.png] ll: y

				[image: check.png] rr: trilled r

						To pronounce the trilled rr sound, place your tongue up against the roof of your mouth and then blow air over it, causing your tongue to vibrate against the roof of your mouth.

				[image: practice.eps]	Choose the correct pronunciation for the following words from the choices given. The stressed syllables appear in italics (you find out more about stressing syllables and adding accents later in this chapter). Here’s an example:

					Q.	hombre

				a.	ohm-bvreh

				b.	hohm-bvreh

					A.	a. ohm-bvreh

					1.	libro

				a.	lee-bvroh

				b.	leh-bvroh

					2.	aquí

				a.	ah-gee

				b.	ah-kee

					3.	gato

				a.	gah-too

				b.	gah-toh

					4.	mano

				a.	mah-noh

				b.	meh-noh

					5.	muchacho

				a.	mooh-chee-choh

				b.	mooh-chah-choh

					6.	príncipe

				a.	preen-see-peh

				b.	preen-seh-peh

					7.	cereza

				a.	seh-ree-sah

				b.	seh-reh-sah

					8.	pera

				a.	peh-rah

				b.	peh-reh

					9.	manzana

				a.	mahn-zah-nah

				b.	mahn-sah-nah

					10.	árbol

				a.	ahr-vohl

				b.	ahr-bvohl

				Doubling Up on Diphthongs

				A diphthong is literally a double sound; it occurs in Spanish when the unstressed vowel i or u or the ending consonant y is combined with another vowel. Spanish considers a, e, and o to be the strong vowels and i and u to be the weak vowels.

				[image: remember.eps]	Use the following rules to pronounce neighboring vowels:

				[image: check.png] Two vowels almost always form a single syllable, such as in the word bueno (booheh-noh) (good).

				[image: check.png] If one vowel is strong and the other is weak and unaccented, the stronger vowel gets the stronger sound, as in the word bien (beeehn) (fine).

				[image: check.png] If both vowels are weak, you stress the second vowel, such as in the word concluido (kohn-kloohee-doh) (concluded).

				[image: check.png] If both vowels are strong, you pronounce the two vowels as separate syllables, such as in the word feo (feh-oh) (ugly), and they aren’t considered a diphthong.

				[image: check.png] If the weak vowel has an accent mark, you pronounce the two vowels as separate syllables, such as in the word tío (tee-oh) (uncle), and they aren’t considered a diphthong.

				A diphthong is also formed if a word ends in -y. Though y is a consonant in Spanish, it makes a vowel sound (like the English long e) when it’s next to another vowel in the same syllable and when it’s at the end of a word, such as in the following words: muy (moohee) (very), hoy (ohee) (today), and hay (ahee) (there is/are).

				Table 2-1 shows the possible vowel combinations that form diphthongs, along with their sounds and a word that contains the diphthong.

				Table 2-1	Vowel Combinations That Form Diphthongs

				
					
						
								
								Diphthong

							
								
								Pronunciation

							
								
								Example

							
						

						
								
								ai

							
								
								ahee

							
								
								paisaje (pahee-sah-Heh) (landscape)

							
						

						
								
								au

							
								
								ahooh

							
								
								flauta (flahooh-tah) (flute)

							
						

						
								
								ei

							
								
								ehee

							
								
								peinado (pehee-nah-doh) (hairstyle)

							
						

						
								
								eu

							
								
								ehooh

							
								
								Europa (ehoo-roh-pah) (Europe)

							
						

						
								
								iu

							
								
								eeooh

							
								
								ciudad (seeooh-dahd) (city)

							
						

						
								
								oi

							
								
								ohee

							
								
								moisés (mohee-sehs) (wicker cradle)

							
						

						
								
								ua

							
								
								oohah

							
								
								lengua (lehn-goohah) (language, tongue)

							
						

						
								
								ue

							
								
								ooheh

							
								
								bueno (booheh-noh) (good)

							
						

						
								
								ui

							
								
								oohee

							
								
								intuitivo (een-toohee-tee-bvoh) (intuitive)

							
						

						
								
								uo

							
								
								oohoh

							
								
								cuota (koohoh-tah) (fee)

							
						

					
				

				[image: practice.eps]	Underline the diphthongs in the following words. Then rewrite the words phonetically in the space provided. Here’s an example:

					Q.	media _______________

					A.	media meh-deeah

					11.	fui _______________

					12.	editorial _______________

					13.	ruidoso _______________

					14.	yegua _______________

					15.	abuelo _______________

					16.	fueron _______________

					17.	aula _______________

					18.	novio _______________

					19.	nuero _______________

					20.	italiano _______________

				Stressing the Right Syllables  and Adding Accents

				In Spanish, as in English, some syllables in a word get a stronger emphasis than others. In addition, you have to add an accent mark to some Spanish words to change their meaning or to clue the reader into the fact that you’re asking a question (rather than making a statement) or using the reflexive in the present progressive. In the following sections, I reveal the rules that govern stress and accents.

				Beginning with basic rules

				[image: remember.eps]	Knowing which syllable to stress in Spanish is a pretty cut-and-dried affair. These three simple rules are all the guidance you need:

				[image: check.png] If a word ends in a vowel or -n or -s, stress the next-to-last syllable, as in the words casa (kah-sah) (house), mesa (meh-sah) (table), and pollo (poh-yoh) (chicken).

				[image: check.png] If a word ends in any consonant except -n or -s, stress the last syllable.

						This rule applies to all verbs in the infinitive form, such as bailar (bahee-lahr) (to dance), poder (poh-dehr) (to be able to), and suprimir (sooh-pree-meer) (to suppress) (see Chapter 6 for details on infinitives), and other words that end in a consonant other than -n or -s, such as feliz (feh-lees) (happy), hotel (oh-tehl) (hotel), and virtud (beer-toohd) (virtue).

				[image: check.png] If the word doesn’t follow one of these two rules, stress the syllable that has the accent mark, as in the words balcón (bahl-kohn) (balcony), carácter (kah-rahk-tehr) (character), and pájaro (pah-Hah-roh) (bird).

						Note: The accent mark doesn’t affect how to pronounce the vowel. It affects only which syllable to stress.

				When Spanish nouns end in -n and pluralize with -es at the end, the stressed syllable changes when the -es is added because it adds a syllable to the end of the word (see Chapter 3 for details on pluralizing nouns). Here are some examples:

				[image: check.png] When a word ends in -ión, pluralize the word with -es and drop the accent mark, as in the following words:

					•	acción (ahk-see-ohn) becomes acciones (ahk-see-oh-nehs) (actions)

					•	sección (sehk-see-ohn) becomes secciones (sehk-see-oh-nes) (sections)

					•	conversación (kohn-bvehr-sah-see-ohn) becomes conversaciones (kohn-bvehr-sah-see-oh-nehs) (conversations)

					•	televisión (teh-leh-bvee-see-ohn) becomes televisiones (teh-leh-bvee-see-oh-nehs) (televisions)

				[image: check.png] Some words, such as examen (ehk-sah-mehn) (exam), follow Spanish stress rules, so the stress is on the middle a naturally. Adding -es to pluralize this word throws off the stress, so you have to add an accent to the stressed syllable, making the plural form exámenes (ehk-sah-meh-nehs) (exams).

				Adding an accent mark to  change a word’s meaning

				Spanish uses accents for more than to show stress. Table 2-2 lists some single-syllable words that change meaning when you add an accent. Note that the accent doesn’t affect the pronunciation of these words; it affects only their meaning.


[image: /9781118023808-tb0202]


				
				Indicating interrogative words with accent marks

				[image: remember.eps]	Every interrogative word (a word used to ask questions) in Spanish has an accent mark. Though this accent mark looks the same as the ones used in the preceding two sections, it doesn’t change the meaning of the word being accented or show where stress is. It simply shows that you’re dealing with question words. Without the accent mark, the same words you use to ask questions can be the words you use in statements or answers. Following are the most common interrogative words (see Chapter 11 for more details about them):

				[image: check.png] ¿Dónde . . . ? (dohn-deh) (Where?)

				[image: check.png] ¿Adónde . . . ? (ah-dohn-deh) (To where?)

				[image: check.png] ¿De dónde . . . ? (deh dohn-deh) (From where?)

				[image: check.png] ¿Cómo . . . ? (koh-moh) (How?)

				[image: check.png] ¿Cuál(es) . . . ? (koohah[lehs]) (Which one[s]?)

				[image: check.png] ¿Cuándo . . . ? (koohahn-doh) (When?)

				[image: check.png] ¿Cuánto/Cuánta . . . ? (koohahn-toh/koohahn-tah) (How much?)

				[image: check.png] ¿Cuántos/Cuántas . . . ? (koohahn-tohs/koohahn-tahs) (How many?)

				[image: check.png] ¿Qué . . . ? (keh) (What?)

				[image: check.png] ¿Quién(es) . . . ? (keeehn[ehs]) (Who?)

				[image: check.png] ¿Por qué . . . ? (pohr keh) (Why?)

				Accenting reflexive verbs in  the present progressive

				Another time you need to add accent marks is when you use reflexive verbs (see Chapter 14)  with the present progressive (see Chapter 8). For example, to say I am dressing . . . , you would say 

				Estoy vistiendo . . . (ehs-tohy bees-teeehn-doh).

				To use the same verb reflexively and say I am dressing myself, you have to use a reflexive pronoun. The reflexive pronoun goes at the end of the ing word (in this case, vistiendo). Because you’re adding a syllable to that word, you have to add a written accent mark, so the sentence I am dressing myself looks like this:

				Estoy vistiéndome (ehs-tohy bees-teeehn-doh-meh).

				[image: practice.eps]	The following Spanish words are italicized where the stress should be. Following the rules for stress and accents, rewrite the words that need a written accent mark, making sure to place the accent mark over the correct letter. If the word doesn’t need a written accent mark, just mark it okay as is.

					Q.	palabra _______________

					A.	palabra (okay as is)

					21.	leer _______________

					22.	coordinacion _______________

					23.	pregunta _______________

					24.	leccion _______________

					25.	telefono _______________

					26.	escucha _______________

					27.	simpatico _______________

					28.	contestar _______________

					29.	millon _______________

					30.	latin _______________

				Adjusting Your Intonation

				[image: remember.eps]	Intonation refers to the way your voice rises and falls as you speak, such as when you ask a question. Intonation is important because it can change the meaning of what you’re saying. As you speak in Spanish, follow these rules of intonation:

				[image: check.png] End a statement in a falling pitch. For example, when you say Me gusta tu suéter (I like your sweater), the pitch of your voice should fall at the end of the word suéter (sweater).

				[image: check.png] End a yes/no question in a rising pitch that conveys uncertainty. For example, when you ask ¿Vas al supermercado? (Are you going to the supermarket?), the pitch of your voice should rise at the end of the word supermercado (supermarket).

				[image: check.png] End interrogative questions (those that request more specific information than a yes/no question) in a falling pitch, as you do with a statement. Although this type of intonation sounds just like the intonation of a statement, the interrogative word at the beginning of the sentence signals that you’re asking a question. For example, when you ask ¿Dónde está la biblioteca? (Where is the library?), the pitch of your voice should fall at the end of the word biblioteca (library).

				[image: check.png] For a question that offers a choice between two or more options, raise the pitch of your voice with each choice and then have it fall at the end of the final option. For example, when you ask ¿Cuál te gusta más, el color amarillo, rojo, o verde? (Which do you like the most, the color yellow, red, or green?), the pitch of your voice should rise on amarillo (yellow) and rojo (red) and then fall at the end of the word verde (green).

				Answer Key

				1		a

				2		b

				3		b

				4		a

				5		b

				6		a

				7		b

				8		a

				9		b

				10		b

				11		fui foohee

				12		editorial eh-dee-toh-reeahl

				13		ruidoso roohee-doh-soh

				14		yegua yeh-goohah

				15		abuelo ah-bvooheh-loh

				16	fueron fooheh-rohn

				17		aula ahooh-lah

				18		novio noh-bveeoh

				19		nuero nooheh-roh

				20		italiano ee-tah-leeah-noh

				21		leer (okay as is)

				22		coordinación

				23		pregunta (okay asis)

				24		lección

				25		teléfono

				26		escucha (okay as is)

				27		simpático

				28		contestar (okay asis)

				29		millón

				30		latín

				

			

		

	
		
			
				Chapter 3

				Naming Things with Nouns and Articles

				In This Chapter

				[image: arrow] Telling a girl noun from a boy noun

				[image: arrow] Converting nouns to their plural forms

				[image: arrow] Being more or less specific with definite and indefinite articles

				Spanish uses nombres (nouns) to talk about people, places, and things just as English does, except for one big difference: All Spanish nouns have a gender (masculine or feminine). This chapter explains how to tell whether a noun is masculine or feminine, how to pluralize nouns, and how to choose the right definite or indefinite article based on a noun’s gender. (If you don’t know what articles are or what they’re used for, don’t worry; this chapter explains that, too.)

				Determining Whether a Noun  Is Masculine or Feminine

				Whenever you deal with nouns in Spanish, you have to deal with gender — whether the noun is masculine or feminine. Nouns that describe people, such as tío (uncle) and tía (aunt), are easy to figure out because masculine nouns describe males and feminine nouns describe females (makes sense, right?). But what happens when you’re talking about non-person-related nouns, like silla (chair) or banco (bank)? Fortunately, you can use a few rules to determine the gender of the majority of Spanish nouns; I describe these rules in the following sections. Of course, these rules have exceptions, and I present those, as well. (In case you’re wondering, silla is feminine and banco is masculine.)

				Identifying masculine nouns

				[image: remember.eps]	The majority of masculine nouns end in -o. Here are a few examples:

				[image: check.png] año (year)

				[image: check.png] baño (bathroom)

				[image: check.png] concierto (concert)

				[image: check.png] durazno (peach)

				[image: check.png] queso (cheese)

				[image: check.png] tío (uncle)

				[image: check.png] abuelo (grandfather)

				[image: check.png] hijo (son)

				Nouns that end in -aje and -ambre are also masculine. Here are some examples:

				[image: check.png] alambre (wire)

				[image: check.png] calambre (cramp)

				[image: check.png] equipaje (luggage)

				[image: check.png] lenguaje (language)

				[image: check.png] personaje (character)

				[image: check.png] salvaje (savage)

				Certain nouns that end in -or and -án are also masculine. Take a look at these examples:

				[image: check.png] amor (love)

				[image: check.png] refrán (proverb)

				[image: check.png] rencor (hate)

				[image: check.png] azafrán (saffron)

				[image: check.png] temblor (tremor)

				[image: check.png] valor (courage, value)

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]	A group of nouns that end in -a are masculine; this group may be confusing because most nouns that end in -a are feminine (see the next section). The masculine nouns in this group end in either -ama, -ema, -oma, -ma, or -ía. Consider these examples:

				[image: check.png] clima (climate)

				[image: check.png] crucigrama (crossword puzzle)

				[image: check.png] día (day)

				[image: check.png] dilema (dilemma)

				[image: check.png] idioma (language)

				[image: check.png] programa (program)

				Table 3-1 shows some additional noun groups that are masculine. (See Chapter 5 for full details on days of the week and months of the year.)

				Table 3-1	Masculine Noun Groups

				
					
						
								
								Noun Group

							
								
								Example(s)

							
						

						
								
								Days of the week

							
								
								El lunes es mi cumpleaños. (Monday is my birthday.)

							
						

						
								
								Months of the year

							
								
								Es un julio muy caluroso. (It is a very hot July.)

							
						

						
						
								
								Colors used as nouns

							
								
								El rojo es mi color favorito. (Red is my favorite color.)

							
						

						
								
								Names of languages (Note: Names of languages aren’t capitalized in Spanish.)

							
								
								Mi madre habla bien el francés. (My mother speaks French well.)

							
						

						
								
								Names of rivers, seas, and oceans

							
								
								El océano Pacífico está muy lejos de aquí. (The Pacific Ocean is very far from here.)

							
						

						
								
								Compound nouns (usually consisting of a noun-verb combination and usually ending in -s even when singular)

							
								
								abrelatas (can opener) lavaplatos (dishwasher) parabrisas (windshield) parachoques (bumper) paraguas (umbrella) portaaviones (aircraft carrier) sacacorchos (corkscrew) saltamontes (grasshopper) salvavidas (lifeguard)

							
						

					
				

				Identifying feminine nouns

				[image: remember.eps]	The majority of feminine nouns end in -a. Here are some examples:

				[image: check.png] cabeza (head)

				[image: check.png] columna (column)

				[image: check.png] ensalada (salad)

				[image: check.png] mesa (table)

				[image: check.png] montaña (mountain)

				[image: check.png] piscina (swimming pool)

				Fortunately (for your memory, at least), nouns that identify females also usually end in -a. For example:

				[image: check.png] abuela (grandmother)

				[image: check.png] doctora (female doctor)

				[image: check.png] enfermera (female nurse)

				[image: check.png] hija (daughter)

				[image: check.png] profesora (female professor)

				[image: check.png] tía (aunt)

				A group of nouns that end in -dad and -tad are feminine. (In many cases, the English equivalent to these endings is -ty.) Here are some examples:

				[image: check.png] amistad (friendship)

				[image: check.png] ciudad (city)

				[image: check.png] dificultad (difficulty)

				[image: check.png] dignidad (dignity)

				[image: check.png] libertad (liberty)

				[image: check.png] realidad (reality)

				A group of nouns that end in -eza, -ie, -itis, and -sis are feminine. Here are a few examples:

				[image: check.png] crisis (crisis)

				[image: check.png] bronquitis (bronchitis)

				[image: check.png] dosis (dose)

				[image: check.png] especie (species)

				[image: check.png] serie (series)

				[image: check.png] tristeza (sadness)

				Nouns that end in -ción, -sión, -tud, and -umbre are feminine. See the following examples:

				[image: check.png] canción (song)

				[image: check.png] costumbre (custom, habit, tradition)

				[image: check.png] cumbre (summit)

				[image: check.png] división (division)

				[image: check.png] misión (mission)

				[image: check.png] virtud (virtue)

				[image: practice.eps]	Based on the rules and exceptions governing noun gender, identify the following nouns as either masculine or feminine. Mark the masculine nouns with M and the feminine nouns  with F. Here’s an example:

					Q.	lealtad _____

					A.	F

					1.	voluntad _____

					2.	tesis _____

					3.	zapato _____

					4.	fantasma _____

					5.	seguridad _____

					6.	tema _____

					7.	vapor _____

					8.	fraternidad _____

					9.	oficina _____

					10.	perro _____

				Making a masculine noun feminine

				Some nouns in Spanish describe professions for both males and females. To specify gender for these nouns, just change the article that precedes the noun, as I explain in the later section “Using articles to switch gender and meaning.”

				Other nouns require minor spelling changes to switch them from masculine to feminine; this change usually requires replacing the ending -o with -a or adding -a to the end of the word. Here’s a list of some of those nouns in their masculine and feminine forms:

				
					
						
								
								Masculine

							
								
								Feminine

							
						

						
								
								cartero (male mail carrier)

							
								
								cartera (female mail carrier)

							
						

						
								
								doctor (male doctor)

							
								
								doctora (female doctor)

							
						

						
								
								maestro (male teacher)

							
								
								maestra (female teacher)

							
						

						
								
								profesor (male professor)

							
								
								profesora (female professor)

							
						

					
				

				Some nouns change form when they describe males or females, as in the following examples (you just need to memorize these words):

				
					
						
								
								Masculine

							
								
								Feminine

							
						

						
								
								actor (actor)

							
								
								actriz (actress)

							
						

						
								
								caballo (horse)

							
								
								yegua (mare)

							
						

						
								
								héroe (hero)

							
								
								heroína (heroine)

							
						

						
								
								hombre (man)

							
								
								mujer (woman)

							
						

						
								
								marido (husband)

							
								
								esposa (wife)

							
						

						
								
								padre (father)

							
								
								madre (mother)

							
						

						
								
								rey (king)

							
								
								reina (queen)

							
						

						
								
								varón (male)

							
								
								hembra (female)

							
						

						
								
								yerno (son-in-law)

							
								
								nuera (daughter-in-law)

							
						

					
				

				[image: practice.eps]	The following nouns can describe both males and females with a slight change to their spelling. This exercise provides the masculine form. Fill in the feminine form for each noun. Here’s an example:

					Q.	director (director) _______________

					A.	directora

					11.	obrero (worker) _______________

					12.	político (politician) _______________

					13.	secretario (secretary) _______________

					14.	abogado (lawyer) _______________

					15.	niño (child) _______________

					16.	panadero (baker) _______________

					17.	conductor (conductor) _______________

					18.	arquitecto (architect) _______________

					19.	arqueólogo (archeologist) _______________

					20.	biólogo (biologist) _______________

				Recognizing some exceptions

				Some nouns break-dance to the tune of a different drummer, or maybe they just like to be difficult. The only way to deal with these troublemakers is through practice and memorization.

				[image: remember.eps]	The following nouns end in -e or a consonant and are masculine:

				[image: check.png] aceite (oil)

				[image: check.png] antifaz (mask)

				[image: check.png] arroz (rice)

				[image: check.png] billete (ticket)

				[image: check.png] cine (movie theater)

				[image: check.png] cobre (copper)

				[image: check.png] disfraz (costume, disguise)

				[image: check.png] examen (exam)

				[image: check.png] jarabe (syrup)

				[image: check.png] lápiz (pencil)

				[image: check.png] mes (month)

				[image: check.png] papel (paper)

				[image: check.png] plan (plan)

				[image: remember.eps]	These nouns end in -e or a consonant and are feminine:

				[image: check.png] base (base)

				[image: check.png] clase (class)

				[image: check.png] cruz (cross)

				[image: check.png] gente (people)

				[image: check.png] llave (key)

				[image: check.png] luz (light)

				[image: check.png] mente (mind)

				[image: check.png] miel (honey)

				[image: check.png] piel (skin)

				[image: check.png] torre (tower)

				[image: check.png] vez (time)

				To make things even more difficult, a few nouns break the mold and end in -o but are feminine. For example:

				[image: check.png] The word mano (hand) ends in -o, but is feminine.

				[image: check.png] The abbreviated form of motocicleta (motorcycle) is moto and the abbreviated form of fotografía (photograph) is foto, but they’re both feminine (even though the abbreviated forms, which end in -o, are more commonly used).

				Pluralizing Nouns

				Often you need to describe more than one of something, so you have to be able to transform a noun from its singular form to its plural form. I provide some basic rules for pluralizing nouns, as well as a few exceptions to the rules, in the following sections.

				The basic rules

				[image: remember.eps]	The following three basic rules cover the pluralization of most Spanish nouns:

				[image: check.png] If a noun ends in a vowel, add -s, as in the following examples:

						artista (artist)	artistas (artists)

						caballo (horse)	caballos (horses)

						cine (cinema)	cines (cinemas)

						menú (menu)	menús (menus)

						coquí (coqui)	coquís (coquis)

				[image: check.png] If a noun ends in a consonant, add -es, as shown here:

						actor (actor)	actores (actors)

						director (director)	directores (directors)

						papel (paper)	papeles (papers)

						profesor (professor)	profesores (professors)

				[image: check.png] If a noun ends in -z, change the -z to -c and add -es; for example:

						emperatriz (empress)	emperatrices (empresses)

						luz (light)	luces (lights)

						pez (fish)	peces (fish)

				A few exceptions to the basic rules

				[image: remember.eps]	Spanish has several nouns that don’t conform to the three basic rules I list in the preceding section. Here are some additional rules for handling these exceptions:

				[image: check.png] If the singular form of a noun has an accent mark on the last syllable, drop the written accent in the plural form, as demonstrated here:

						autobús (bus)	autobuses (buses)

						camión (truck)	camiones (trucks)

						francés (French)	franceses (French)

				[image: check.png] If a noun has an accent mark on the next-to-last syllable in its singular form, keep that accent in its plural form, as shown here:

						azúcar (sugar)	azúcares (sugars)

						lápiz (pencil)	lápices (pencils)

				[image: check.png] If the singular form of a noun ends in an accented -í or -ú, form the plural by adding -es and keeping the accent mark, as in the following examples:

						rubí (ruby)	rubíes (rubies)

						tabú (taboo)	tabúes (taboos)

				[image: check.png] If a word ends in -n and is stressed on the second-to-last syllable, add a written accent to that syllable when you add -es, as in the following examples:

						examen (exam)	exámenes (exams)

						joven (young)	jóvenes (youths)

						origen (origin)	orígenes (origins)

				[image: check.png] If a noun has more than one syllable and ends in an unstressed vowel and -s, don’t change it for the plural form. See the following examples:

						crisis (crisis)	crisis (crises)

						tesis (thesis)	tesis (theses)

						Note: This rule applies to all the days of the week except for Saturday (sábado) and Sunday (domingo). For the days Monday through Friday, use the singular form of the noun and change the article from el to los to form the plural, as in the following examples (see the next section for more about articles):

						el lunes (Monday)	los lunes (Mondays)

						el martes (Tuesday)	los martes (Tuesdays)

						el miércoles (Wednesday)	los miércoles (Wednesdays)

						el jueves (Thursday)	los jueves (Thursdays)

						el viernes (Friday)	los viernes (Fridays)

				[image: check.png] Just as you do in English, if the noun is always plural, use the same form for both singular and plural, as in the following examples:

						afueras (outskirts)

						anteojos (eyeglasses)

						auriculares (earphones)

						gafas (eyeglasses)

						gemelos (binoculars, cuff links, twins)

						tijeras (scissors)

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]	Some Spanish nouns qualify as exceptions to the exceptions! That is, they don’t even follow the rules for exceptions. For example, in some nouns, the accented syllable changes when you go from the noun’s singular to plural form, as in these common examples:

				[image: check.png] carácter (character)	caracteres (characters)

				[image: check.png] espécimen (specimen)	especímenes (specimens)

				[image: check.png] régimen (diet)	regímenes (diets)

				[image: practice.eps]	Write the plural form of the following nouns, using the rules listed in the preceding sections. Here’s an example:

					Q.	restaurante _______________

					A.	restaurantes

					21.	muchacha _______________

					22.	mujer _______________

					23.	abrigo _______________

					24.	ciudad _______________

					25.	hotel _______________

					26.	relación _______________

					27.	volumen _______________

					28.	actriz _______________

					29.	portal _______________

					30.	músculo _______________

				Grasping Gender with Articles

				English and Spanish both use definite and indefinite artículos (articles) to modify their nouns.  English, for example, uses the definite article the and the indefinite articles a, an, and, in some  cases, some. Spanish uses the definite articles el, los, la, and las for the and un, una, unos, and unas for a, an, and some. The reason Spanish has more definite and indefinite articles is that the article must agree with the noun both in number (singular or plural) and gender (masculine or feminine). The following sections go over articles and explain how to use them.

				Getting specific with definite articles

				[image: remember.eps]	Just as the name implies, definite articles refer to a specific or definite person, place, or thing. English has only one definite article that precedes the noun: the. In Spanish, the definite article also precedes the noun, but it has four forms: el, la, los, and las, as shown in Table 3-2.

				Table 3-2	Definite Articles in Spanish

				
					
						
								
								Article

							
								
								Example

							
						

						
								
								el (masculine, singular)

							
								
								el vestido (the dress)

							
						

						
								
								la (feminine, singular)

							
								
								la blusa (the blouse)

							
						

						
								
								los (masculine, plural)

							
								
								los vestidos (the dresses)

							
						

						
								
								las (feminine, plural)

							
								
								las blusas (the blouses)

							
						

					
				

				[image: remember.eps]	Spanish tends to use definite articles more than English does. So you may notice that in some translations, a definite article appears in Spanish but not in English. Spanish also differs from English in the various ways it uses definite articles. Here are the rules for using definite articles, along with a brief description and a few examples of each rule:

				[image: check.png] Use the definite article before a noun to refer to a generalization about that noun. For example:

						La comida mexicana es la mejor del mundo. (Mexican food is the best in the world.)

						Los jugadores del fútbol son los más guapos. (Soccer players are the most  handsome.)

						El azul es mi color favorito. (Blue is my favorite color.)

						Me gustan más las peras. (I like pears the most.)

				[image: check.png] Omit the definite article after the verb ser, except when ser translates as to happen, to take place, as in the following examples (see Chapter 7 for details on the verb ser):

						Mañana es viernes. (Tomorrow is Friday.)

						La fiesta es el sábado. (The party takes place on Saturday.)

				[image: check.png] Use the definite article with the days of the week and the seasons, but know that you may omit it when the day of the week is followed by the date or is in front of the season if the season is preceded by the preposition en and refers to a repeated occurrence. Here are some examples:

						La ópera es el viernes. (The opera is on Friday.)

						Hoy es viernes, el ocho de abril. (Today is Friday, April 8th.)

						Me gusta el verano. (I like summer.)

						Vamos a Florida en invierno. (We go to Florida in winter.)

				[image: check.png] Use the definite article with the names of bays, mountains, oceans, regions, and rivers, as in the following examples:

						El Mississippi está cerca de aquí. (The Mississippi is near here.)

						La Sierra Nevada es muy hermosa. (The Sierra Nevada is very beautiful.)

				[image: check.png] Use the definite article el in front of a verb infinitive when the infinitive is functioning as a noun, except when the infinitive is the subject of the sentence (in which case the definite article is sometimes omitted). Here are a couple of examples:

						Viajar es el abrir de los ojos. (Traveling is the opening of one’s eyes.)

						Mentir a sus amigos es peligroso. (Lying to your friends is dangerous.)

				[image: check.png] Use the definite article (rather than a possessive adjective) with body parts and clothing when the verb is in the reflexive form. (For more about reflexive verbs, see Chapter 14.) Here are some examples:

						Me cepillo los dientes cada mañana. (I brush my teeth every morning.)

						Manuel se lava las manos. (Manuel is washing his hands.)

						Me pongo el vestido. (I’m putting on the [my] dress.)

				[image: check.png] Use the definite article as part of the names of some cities and countries, as in these examples:

						El Cairo (Cairo)

						El Salvador (El Salvador)

						La Paz (La Paz)

						La República Dominicana (The Dominican Republic)

						Los Álamos (Los Alamos)

						Los Ángeles (Los Angeles)

						Las Vegas (Las Vegas)

				[image: check.png] Precede the names of some countries with the definite article, as in the following cases:

						el Reino Unido (the United Kingdom)

						la India (India)

						los Países Bajos (the Netherlands)

				[image: check.png] Use definite articles in front of nouns of measurement, as in the following examples:

						Cuesta un dólar el kilo. (It costs a dollar a kilo.)

						Las manzanas se venden a un dólar la libra. (Apples are sold at a dollar a pound.)

				[image: check.png] Use definite articles to tell time, as in these examples (see Chapter 5 for more about times):

						Es la una. (It is one o’clock.)

						Son las tres. (It is three o’clock.)

				[image: check.png] Use the definite article el in front of the names of languages, except after the prepositions de and en or if the language is directly after the verb hablar (to talk, to speak). Spanish often omits the definite article directly following the verbs aprender (to learn), enseñar (to teach), estudiar (to study), leer (to read), practicar (to practice), and saber (to know).

						Hablo inglés. (I speak English.)

						Él estudia francés. (He is studying French.)

						El español es muy fácil aprender. (Spanish is very easy to learn.)

				[image: practice.eps]	Fill in the blanks with the appropriate definite article (el, la, los, or las). (To figure out each noun’s gender, follow the rules from the earlier section “Determining Whether a Noun Is Masculine or Feminine.”) Here’s an example:

					Q.	_____ personaje

					A.	 el personaje

					31.	_____ cruces

					32.	_____ billete

					33.	_____ papeles

					34.	_____ maestra

					35.	_____ llaves

					36.	_____ yerno

					37.	_____ torres

					38.	_____ paraguas

					39.	_____ misión

					40.	_____ hombres

				Generalizing with indefinite articles

				In both English and Spanish, when you’re talking about people, places, or things that aren’t specific, you use indefinite articles. English has three indefinite articles: a or an if the noun is singular and some if the noun is plural. Spanish has four indefinite articles to cover the masculine and feminine nouns in both their singular and plural forms: un, una, unos, and unas. Table 3-3 lists the four indefinite articles in Spanish, along with examples of their usage. Notice that, as in English, the indefinite article precedes the noun it modifies.

				Table 3-3	Indefinite Articles in Spanish

				
					
						
								
								Article

							
								
								Example

							
						

						
								
								un (masculine, singular)

							
								
								un vestido (a dress)

							
						

						
								
								una (feminine, singular)

							
								
								una blusa (a blouse)

							
						

						
								
								unos (masculine, plural)

							
								
								unos vestidos (some dresses)

							
						

						
								
								unas (feminine, plural)

							
								
								unas blusas (some blouses)

							
						

					
				

				[image: remember.eps]	Follow these rules for using indefinite articles in Spanish:

				[image: check.png] If a noun in its singular form begins with a stressed a- or ha-, use either el or un before it, even if the word is feminine. But when these feminine nouns are in their plural form, use the feminine article las or unas. Here are a couple of examples:

						el/un águila (the/an eagle)	las/unas águilas (the/some eagles)

						el/un área (the/an area)	las/unas áreas (the/some areas)

						el/un hábito (the/a habit)	los/unos hábitos (the/some habits)

						Note: This rule doesn’t apply if you’re talking about the letter a (la a) or the letter h  (la hache).

				[image: check.png] Use the indefinite article with a noun that’s part of a larger whole, as in the following examples:

						Quisiera una ración de pizza. (I would like a piece of pizza.)

						Se puede comprar y dedicar un ladrillo de la pared. (You can buy and dedicate a brick from the wall.)

				[image: check.png] If a noun that refers to someone’s gender, nationality, profession, religion, or social status is modified by an adjective or a phrase, precede it with an indefinite article. Check out these examples:

						Juan es un buen electricista. (Juan is a good electrician.)

						Javier es un hombre valiente. (Javier is a brave man.)

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]		Don’t use an indefinite article before a noun that refers to someone’s gender, nationality, profession, religion, or social status when it follows a form of the verb ser, unless the noun is modified.

				[image: check.png] Don’t use the indefinite article in exclamatory phrases such as ¡Qué . . . ! (What a . . . !). For example:

						¡Qué concierto! (What a concert!)

						¡Qué chica! (What a girl!)

				[image: check.png] Don’t use the indefinite article in front of cierto (a certain), medio (a half), otro (another), or ciento (a hundred). Here are some examples:

						Él tiene otro carro. (He has another car.)

						Hay medio kilo de leche en la nevera. (There is a half liter of milk in the refrigerator.)

				[image: practice.eps]	Rewrite the following words, using indefinite articles in place of the definite articles. Here’s an example:

					Q.	la correa _______________

					A.	una correa

					41.	la editorial _______________

					42.	los refrescos _______________

					43.	los cines _______________

					44.	el deseo _______________

					45.	las costumbres _______________

					46.	el héroe _______________

					47.	la limusina _______________

					48.	la poeta _______________

					49.	los exámenes _______________

					50.	el caballo _______________

				Using articles to switch gender and meaning

				Many nouns that identify professions and individuals end in -a, -e, -ante, or -ista and can be used to describe either a male or a female. In these cases, you have to specify gender through the article that precedes the noun, as shown in the following examples:

				
					
						
								
								Masculine

							
								
								Feminine

							
						

						
								
								el atleta (the male athlete)

							
								
								la atleta (the female athlete)

							
						

						
								
								el cantante (the male singer)

							
								
								la cantante (the female singer)

							
						

						
								
								el dentista (the male dentist)

							
								
								la dentista (the female dentist)

							
						

						
								
								el electricista (the male electrician)

							
								
								la electricista (the female electrician)

							
						

						
								
								el intérprete (the male interpreter)

							
								
								la intérprete (the female interpreter)

							
						

						
								
								el pediatra (the male pediatrician)

							
								
								la pediatra (the female pediatrician)

							
						

						
								
								el poeta (the male poet)

							
								
								la poeta (the female poet)

							
						

						
								
								el turista (the male tourist)

							
								
								la turista (the female tourist)

							
						

					
				

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]	The meaning of some Spanish nouns changes based on whether you use a masculine or feminine article before them. Here are some common examples:

				
					
						
								
								Masculine

							
								
								Feminine

							
						

						
								
								el capital (capital, money)

							
								
								la capital (capital city)

							
						

						
								
								el cometa (comet)

							
								
								la cometa (kite)

							
						

						
								
								el corte (cut)

							
								
								la corte (court)

							
						

						
								
								el cura (priest)

							
								
								la cura (cure)

							
						

						
								
								el editorial (newspaper editorial)

							
								
								la editorial (publishing house)

							
						

						
								
								el frente (front)

							
								
								la frente (forehead)

							
						

						
								
								el guía (male guide)

							
								
								la guía (female guide, guidebook, or telephone book)

							
						

						
								
								el orden (order, sequence)

							
								
								la orden (command, order)

							
						

						
								
								el Papa (the Pope)

							
								
								la papa (potato)

							
						

						
								
								el policía (police officer)

							
								
								la policía (the police force)

							
						

					
				

				[image: practice.eps]	Choose the masculine or feminine form of one of the nouns in the preceding lists to correctly answer the following statements. Here’s an example:

					Q.	What do you use to make french fries?

						_______________

					A.	la papa

					51.	What do you fly when it’s windy?

						_______________

					52.	What male leads you on a hike?

						_______________

					53.	What do you look for when you’re sick?

						_______________

					54.	What do you write to express your opinion?

						_______________

					55.	Where do you find phone numbers?

						_______________

					56.	Where would you most likely find a judge?

						_______________

					57.	What does a sergeant give to his soldiers?

						_______________

					58.	Who gives traffic tickets?

						_______________

					59.	What is the part of the body where parents check for a fever?

						_______________

					60.	Where does the president live?

						_______________

				Answer Key

				1		F

				2		F

				3		M

				4		M

				5		F

				6		M

				7		M

				8		F

				9		F

				10		M

				11		obrera

				12		política

				13		secretaria

				14		abogada

				15		niña

				16		panadera

				17		conductora

				18		arquitecta

				19		arqueóloga

				20		bióloga

				21		muchachas

				22		mujeres

				23		abrigos

				24		ciudades

				25		hoteles

				26		relaciones

				27		volúmenes

				28		actrices

				29		portales

				30		músculos

				31		las

				32		el

				33		los

				34		la

				35		las

				36		el

				37		las

				38		el

				39		la

				40		los

				41		una editorial

				42		unos refrescos

				43		unos cines

				44		un deseo

				45		unas costumbres

				46		un héroe

				47		una limusina

				48		una poeta

				49		unos exámenes

				50		un caballo

				51		la cometa

				52		el guía

				53		la cura

				54		el editorial

				55		la guía

				56		la corte

				57		la orden

				58		el policía

				59		la frente

				60		la capital
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Table 4-5 Some Irregular Past Participles

Verb Meaning Past Participle Meaning
abrir to open abierto opened
cubrir to cover covered
decir 1053y, to tell said, told
escribir 10 write written
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Verb Meaning Past Participle Meaning
hacer to do, to make hecho done, made
moric todie muerto dead
poner toplace, to put puesto placed, put
resolver to resolve resuelto resolved
romper tobreak roto broken

ver to see visto seen
volver to return vuelto returned
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Table 4-1 Adjectives That Follow the Usual Gender and Number Rules
‘Masculine Feminine Masculine Feminine English
Singular Singular Plural Plural Translation
aburrido aburrida aburridos aburridas bored, boring
alto alta altos tall
antipético antipética antipéticos unpleasant
bai baja bajos short (height)
barato barata baratos cheap
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Masculine Feminine Feminine English
Singular Singular Plural Translation
bonito bonita bonitas ‘handsome,
pretty.
bueno buena buenas good
cansado cansada cansadas tired
carifioso carifiosa carifiosas affectionate
caro cara caras expensive
corto corta cortas short length)
delgado delgada delgadas thin
delicioso deliciosa deliciosas delicious
divertido divertida divertidas amusing, fun
enfermo. enferma enfermas sick
famoso famosa famosas famous
generoso generosa generosos generosas generous
gracioso graciosa graciosos witty
hermoso hermosa hermosos hermosas beautitul
honesto honesta hanestos honestas honest
largo larga largos largas long
limpio limpia limpios clean
listo ista listos clever
malo m: malos malas bad
necesario necesaria necesarios necesarias necessary
nervioso nerviosa nerviosos ner as nervous
nuevo nueva nuevos nuevas new
ocupado ocupada ocupados ocupadas busy
peligroso peligrosa peligrosos peligrosas dangerous
pequeiio pequeiia pequeiios. pequeiias. little, small
perfecto perfecta perfectos perfectas perfect
preocupado preocupada preocupados preocupadas worried
rapido répida rapidos rapidas fast
rico rica ticos ricas rich,delicious
serio ser serios. serias. serious
simpético simpética simpéticos simpaticas nice
sincero sincera sinceros sinceras sincere
sucio sucia sucios sucias dirty
viejo viejos. viejas. old
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Table 4-6 Limiting Adjectives That Describe Quantity

‘Masculine Feminine Masculine Feminine English
Singular Singular Plural Plural Translation
algin alguna algunos algunas some
bastante bastante bastantes bastantes enough
mucho mucha muchos muchas many
ningin ninguna ningunos ningunas 0, notany
poco poca pocos pocas few
suficiente suficiente ntes suficientes suffcient
tanto tanta tantos tantas as much

varios. varias. various
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Table 4-9 Demonstrative Adjectives

Masculine Feminine English Masculine Feminine English
Singular Singular Translation Plural Plural Translation
este esta this (here) __estos estas these (here)
ese esa that (there) esos. esas. those (there)
aquel aquella thatlover  aquellos aquellas  those (over

there) there)
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Table 23-2 Verbs with Spelling Changes in Singular Commands

Infinitive Informal Negative ‘Formal Negative
-arverbs
continuar (to continue) continia no continies __continiie no continie
enviar (10 send) en no envies e noer
organizar (o organize) organiza no organices __organice no organice
pagar (to pay for) paga no pagues pague no pague
sacar (to take out, 0 get) saca no saques saque no saque
-erand -ir verbs
conducir (1o lead, to drive) __conduce noconduzcas _conduzca no conduzea
destruir (10 destroy) destruye nodestruyas__destruya no destruya
distinguir (to distinguish) distingue nodistingas __distinga no distinga
escoger (o choose) escoge noescojas ___escoja no escoja
to demand) exige no exijas exija no exija
obedecer (t0 obey) obedece no obedezcas _ obedezca no obedezca
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Table 4-4 Common Colors

‘Masculine Feminine Masculine Feminine English
Singular Singular Plural Plural Translation
amarillo amarilla amarillos yellow
anaranjado anaranjada anaranjados orange
azl azules blue
blanco blanca blancos blancas white
gris grises arey
marrén marranes brown
morado morada morados moradas purple
negro negra negros negras black
rojo roja rojos rojas red
rosado rosada rosados rosadas pink
verde verdes green
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Table 23-3 Verbs with Stem and Spelling Changes in Singular Commands

Infinitive Informal Negative ‘Formal Negative
almorzar otoueand  almuerza noalmuerces  almuerce no almuerce
(toeatlunch) _ ztoc

colgar otoueand  cuelga nocuelgues  cuelgue no cuelgue
(to hang) gtogu

comenzar  etoieand  comienza no comiences  comience o comience
(to begin) 2t0c

corregir etoiand corrige no corrijas corrija no corrija
(to correct) gtoj

empez etoieand  empieza noempieces empiece o empiece
(to begin) 20¢

jugar utoueand  juega no juegues juegue no juegue
(to play) gtogu

seguir etoiand sigue no sigas. siga no siga
(tofollow)  gutog






OEBPS/images/9781118023808-tb0202.png
Table2-2  Single-Syllable Words That Change Meaning When Accented
Unaccented  Meaning  Accented  Meaning

Form Form.

de of, from dé give (the command form of the verb dar)

el the & he

mas but més more

mi my mi me.

se one'sself _sé 1 know or be (the command form of the verb ser)
si it si yes

te you [ tea

w your i you
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Table 23-1 Verbs with Stem Changes in Singular Commands

Infinitive Stem Informal  Negative  Formal Negative
Change

-arverbs

cerrar (to close) etoie cierra nocierres _cierre no cierre

mostrar o show) otoue muestra nomuestres _muestre no muestre

~erand -ir verbs

‘dormir (to sleep) otoue duerme noduermas  duerma no duerma
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Infinitive

Stem Informal  Negative  Formal Negative
Change

~erand -ir verbs.

mentir (to i) etoie mienta no mienta
pedir (10 sk for et no pidas no pida

perder (t0 lose) etoie nopierdas _pierda no pierda
volver (to return) otoue novuelvas  vuelva no vuelva
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Table 4-3 Adjectives That End in -dor, -6n, and -an

‘Masculine Feminine Masculine Feminine English
Singular Singular Plural Plural Translation
charlatin charlatana charlatanes charlatanas talkative
gloton glotona glotones glotonas. gluttonous
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‘Masculine Feminine ‘Masculine Feminine English
Singular Singular Plural Plural Translation
‘hablador habladora habladores habladoras talkative
peleador peleadora peleadores peleadoras combative,
feisty
preguntén preguntona preguntones preguntonas inquisitive
trabajador trabajadora bajadores trabajadoras ‘hardworking






OEBPS/images/9781118023808-pp0201_fmt.png
The 5t Wave By Rich Tennant
[ORcHTEmaNT

‘When making small talk in Spanish, remember
“The Five We’—who, what, when, where, and
why me?”






OEBPS/images/IFC_top.png
Get More and Do More at Dummies.com®
- 3 Start with FREE Cheat Sheets
23

Cheat Sheets include
- Checklists
«Charts
+ Common Instructions
+ And Other Good Stuff

e
W&
Vs







OEBPS/images/tip_fmt.png





OEBPS/images/check.png






OEBPS/images/checkmark.jpg





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg





OEBPS/images/check.jpg





OEBPS/images/frown.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781118023808-fg0601_fmt.png
duermo
duermes

duerme

dormimos
dormis.






OEBPS/images/smile.jpg





OEBPS/images/downarrow.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781118023808-tb2311.png
Infinitive Present Tense Yo

Form
firmar (10 sign) firmo (7 sign)
responder (1o respondo (/ respond)

respond)
aplaudir (to applaud) aplaudo (/ applaud)

Positive Command

firmen (sign)
respondan (respond)

aplaudan (applaud)

Negative Command

no firmen (don't sign)
no respondan (don’t
respond)

no aplaudan (don’t
applaud)
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‘Subject Pronoun English Translation  Possessive English Translation
Adjective

nosotros/nosotras. we nuestro/nuestros/ our
nuestra/nuestras

vosotros/vosotras you(plural, informal)  vuestrofvuestros/ your
vuestrafvuestras

ellos/ellas/ustedes they, you (plural, sulsus their, your

formal)
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Number Spe
16 80 ochenta

7 diecisiete [ noventa

s dieciocho 100 cien (ciento)
9 diecinueve 101 ciento uno
20 veinte 200 doscientos
2 veintiuno 0 rescientos
2 veintidos 400

2 veintitrés. 500

«u veinticuatro o0

2 veinticinco 700

% veintiséis 0 ochocientos
27 veintisiete 900 novecientos
2 1,000 mil

2 veintinueve 1001 il uno

£l reinta 10,000 diez mil

31 treinta y uno 100,000 cien mil

“ cuarenta 1,000,000 un millén

5 uenta 10000000 diez millones
& sesenta 100,000,000 cien millones
70 setenta 1,000,000,000 ‘mil millones
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Table 5-1 Counting from Zero to One Billion

Number Number Spani
0 8 ocho.

1 9 nueve
2 0 diez

3 n once

4 2 doce

5 3 trece

6 1 catorce
7 15 quince.
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Table 4-8 Possessive Adjectives
‘Subject Pronoun English Translation  Possessive English Translation
Adjective
v / mifmis my
ti you(singular, infor-  tuhtus your
mal)
élfellajusted he, she,you(singu-  sulsus his, her, hers, your

lar, formal)
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Table 17-1

Negative Words and Their Corresponding Affirmatives

Negative English ‘Afimative English

no 0, not si ves

nada nothing algo something

nadie 10 ane, nobody algui someane, somebody

ningunolslningunals) o, no one, notany __algunols)/algunals) __any, some

nini neither ... nor, 0.0 either ... or
not....nor

nunca, jamés never, not ever siempre always

tampoco not either, neither _también also
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Infinitive
saltar (0 jump)
aceder (to agree)

ardir (to scheme)

Present Tense Yo
Form

salto (/jump)
acedo (/ agree)

urdo (I scheme)

Positive Command
saltemos (et’s jump)

acedamos (let's
agree)
urdamos (lef's
scheme)

Negative Command

no saltemos (let’s not
Jjump)

no acedamos (let's not
agree)

no urdamos (let’s not
scheme)
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Table 4-10

Adjectives of Nationality

‘Masculine Feminine Masculine Plural Feminine English
Singular Singular Plural Translation
africano africana africanos afri s African
alemén alemana alemanes alemanas German
chileno chilena chilenos. chilenas Chilean
chino china chinos chinas Chinese
espaiiol espaiiola espaiioles espaiiolas Spanish
francés francesa franceses francesas French
inglés glesa gleses inglesas English
iapanés japanesa japoneses japonesas Japanese
mexicano mé mexicanos mexicanas Mexican
noreamericano  norteamericana  norteamericanos _norteamericanas  North
American
orjust

American
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Table 23-7

Verbs with Stem and Spelling Changes in Plural Commands

Infinitive Informal  Negative Formal Negative
almorzar otoueand  almozad  noalmorcsis  almuercen o almuercen
(toeatlunch) _ztoc

colgar otoueand colgad cuelguen o cuelguen
(to hang) gtogu

comenzar  etoieand  comenzad comiencen o comiencen
(to begin) 2t0¢

corregir etoiand  comegid  nocomijiis  corijan no corrijan
(tocorrecd __gtoj

empez etoieand  empezad  noempecéis  empiecen o empiecen
(to begin) z0¢

jugar utoueand  jugad no juguéis jueguen no jueguen
(to play) gtogu

sequir etoiand  seguid no sigais sigan nosigan
(tofollow)  gutog
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Table 23-5

Verbs with Stem Changes in Plural Commands

Infinitive Stem Change _Informal ___Negative ___Formal ___Negative
-arverbs

cerrar (to close) etoie cerrad cieen __no cierren
mostrar o0 show} otoue mostrad _nomostréis _muestren _no muestren
-er and ir verbs

dormir (t0 sleep) otoue domid nodurmais _duerman _no duerman
mentir (o fie] etoie nomintéis __mientan _nomientan
pedi (10 ask for) ewi pidan no pidan
perder (to lose) etoie perded pierdan___no pierdan
volver (to return) otoue volved novolvais  vuelvan o vuelvan
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Table 23-6 Verbs with Spelling Changes in Plural Commands

Infinitive Informal Negative ‘Formal Negative
-arverbs
continuar (to continue) ___continuad no continuéis__continiien no continien
enviar (10 send) enviad no enviéis envien no envien
organizar (10 organize) organizad no organicéis __organicen no organicen
pagar (10 pay for) pagad paguen 0 paguen
sacar (totake out toged __sacad saquen n0 saquen
-erand -ir verbs
conducir (o lead, to drive) _conducid conduzcan no conduzcan
destruid destruyan no destruyan
distinguir (to distinguish) __distinguid no distingsis___distingan no distingan
escoger (to choose) escoged noescojdis ___escojan no escojan
to demand) exijan no exijan

obedecer (0 obey) obedeced no obedezcdis  obedezcan no obedezcan






