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				Introduction

				As someone who’s studying Spanish, you want to write and speak correctly and to master the many different verb tenses and conjugations. Spanish Essentials For Dummies can help you reach your goals painlessly and effortlessly as you enhance your Spanish language skills.

				Spanish Essentials For Dummies presents you with all the grammar you need to know to communicate clearly. With the help of this book, you’ll be ready to have a conversation about topics besides your name and the weather! And that’s something to be proud of.

				About This Book

				Spanish Essentials For Dummies is a reference book for people who have some knowledge of the fundamentals of Spanish. If you want to get up to speed with language structures so that you can communicate comfortably and proficiently, this book is for you.

				Each chapter presents a different topic that allows you to practice your communication skills. We include plenty of examples to guide you through the rules so you’re exposed to colloquial, everyday, correct Spanish that native speakers expect to hear from someone using Spanish. For example, the Spanish language has its individual idioms and idiomatic expressions that give it color and flair. Here’s a quick example: To say that it’s sunny outside in Spanish, you remark, Hace sol. The literal English translation of this expression is It is making sun. Even my dear old grandma wouldn’t have spoken English like that! Well, make sure you don’t speak Spanish that way, either.

				Conventions Used in This Book

				In order to highlight the most important information and to help you navigate this book more easily, we’ve set up several conventions:

				Spanish terms and sentences, as well as endings we want to highlight, are set in boldface to make them stand out.

				English equivalents, set in italics, follow the Spanish example.

				We use many abbreviations throughout the book. Don’t let them throw you. For instance, you may find the following:

				 • fem.: feminine

				 • masc.: masculine

				 • sing.: singular

				 • pl.: plural

				Foolish Assumptions

				When writing this book, we made the following assumptions:

				You have some knowledge of the fundamentals of Spanish grammar. You’re looking for the opportunity to review what you’ve already mastered and are intent on moving forward to new areas of knowledge.

				You want a book that’s complete but isn’t so advanced that you get lost in the rules. We try to explain the rules as clearly as possible without using too many grammatical terms.

				You’re boning up on Spanish verbs for your own edification, or your son, daughter, grandson, granddaughter, niece, nephew, or special someone is studying Spanish and you want to help even though you haven’t looked at a verb conjugation for years.

				Icons Used in This Book

				Icons are those cute little drawings on the left side of the page that call out for your attention. They signal a particularly valuable piece of information. Here’s a list of the icons in this book:

				[image: remember.eps] Remember icons call your attention to important information about the language — something you shouldn’t neglect or something that’s out of the ordinary. Don’t ignore these paragraphs.

				[image: Tip.eps] Tip icons present time-saving information that makes communication quick and effective. If you want to know the proper way to do things, check out the Tip icons first.

				[image: warning_bomb.eps] The Warning icon points out certain differences between English and Spanish that you may find confusing. If you want to know how Spanish constructions differ from those in English, these are the paragraphs you need to consult.

				Where to Go from Here

				One great thing about For Dummies books is that you don’t have to read them chapter by chapter from the very beginning to the (not-so) bitter end. Each chapter stands on its own and doesn’t require that you complete any of the other chapters in the book. This setup saves you a lot of time if you’ve mastered certain topics but feel a bit insecure about others.

				So, jump right in. Get your feet wet. If you’re not sure exactly where to begin, take a good look at the table of contents and select the topic that seems to best fit your abilities and needs. If you’re concerned that your background may not be strong enough, you can start at the very beginning and work your way through the book.

				Keep in mind that studying Spanish isn’t a contest. Work at a pace that best suits your needs. Don’t hesitate to read a chapter a second, third, or even a fourth time several days later. You can easily adapt this book to your learning abilities. Remember, too, that you need to have a positive, confident attitude. Yes, you’ll make mistakes. Everyone does — as a matter of fact, many native Spanish speakers do all the time. Your main goal should be to write and speak as well as you can; if you trip up and conjugate a verb incorrectly or use the feminine form of an adjective rather than the masculine form, it isn’t the end of the world. If you can make yourself understood, you’ve won the greatest part of the battle.

			

		

	
		
			
				Chapter 1

				Brushing Up on the Basics

				In This Chapter

				Counting with cardinal and ordinal numbers

				Expressing dates

				Telling time

				Reviewing parts of speech

				Knowing numbers, expressing dates, relating the time of day, and recognizing parts of speech are essential Spanish skills you need in everyday life. Surely, the ability to communicate numbers, times, and dates is completely indispensable to you on a daily basis. Determining the correct part of speech to use helps you perfect your oral and written Spanish.

				Counting Down

				We start off this chapter with numbers because you need them in order to express dates and tell time. You use cardinal numbers (the more popular of the two) to count, to bargain with a merchant about a price, to express the temperature, or to write a check. You use ordinal numbers to express the number of a floor, the act of a play, or the order of a person in a race or competition.

				Using cardinal numbers

				You use cardinal numbers many times every day. As a matter of fact, you probably use them at least once an hour in the course of normal conversation or in writing. The Spanish cardinal numbers are as follows:

				
					
						
								
								Number

							
								
								Spanish

							
								
								Number

							
								
								Spanish

							
						

						
								
								0

							
								
								cero

							
								
								25

							
								
								veinticinco (veinte y cinco)

							
						

						
								
								1

							
								
								uno

							
								
								26

							
								
								veintiséis (veinte y seis)

							
						

						
								
								2

							
								
								dos

							
								
								27

							
								
								veintisiete (veinte y siete)

							
						

						
								
								3

							
								
								tres

							
								
								28

							
								
								veintiocho (veinte y ocho)

							
						

						
								
								4

							
								
								cuatro

							
								
								29

							
								
								veintinueve (veinte y nueve)

							
						

						
								
								5

							
								
								cinco

							
								
								30

							
								
								treinta

							
						

						
								
								6

							
								
								seis

							
								
								40

							
								
								cuarenta

							
						

						
								
								7

							
								
								siete

							
								
								50

							
								
								cincuenta

							
						

						
								
								8

							
								
								ocho

							
								
								60

							
								
								sesenta

							
						

						
								
								9

							
								
								nueve

							
								
								70

							
								
								setenta

							
						

						
								
								10

							
								
								diez

							
								
								80

							
								
								ochenta

							
						

						
								
								11

							
								
								once

							
								
								90

							
								
								noventa

							
						

						
								
								12

							
								
								doce

							
								
								100

							
								
								cien (ciento)

							
						

						
								
								13

							
								
								trece

							
								
								101

							
								
								ciento uno

							
						

						
								
								14

							
								
								catorce

							
								
								200

							
								
								doscientos

							
						

						
								
								15

							
								
								quince

							
								
								500

							
								
								quinientos

							
						

						
								
								16

							
								
								dieciséis (diez y seis)

							
								
								700

							
								
								setecientos

							
						

						
								
								17

							
								
								diecisiete (diez y siete)

							
								
								900

							
								
								novecientos

							
						

						
								
								18

							
								
								dieciocho (diez y ocho)

							
								
								1.000

							
								
								mil

							
						

						
								
								19

							
								
								diecinueve (diez y nueve)

							
								
								2.000

							
								
								dos mil

							
						

						
								
								20

							
								
								veinte

							
								
								100.000

							
								
								cien mil

							
						

						
								
								21

							
								
								veintiuno (veinte y uno)

							
								
								1.000.000

							
								
								un millón

							
						

						
								
								22

							
								
								veintidós (veinte y dos)

							
								
								2.000.000

							
								
								dos millones

							
						

						
								
								23

							
								
								veintitrés (veinte y tres)

							
								
								1.000.000.000

							
								
								mil millones

							
						

						
								
								24

							
								
								veinticuatro (veinte y cuatro)

							
								
								2.000.000.000

							
								
								dos mil millones

							
						

					
				

				[image: remember.eps] You need to keep the following rules in mind when using cardinal numbers in Spanish:

				Uno (one), used only when counting, becomes un before a masculine noun and una before a feminine noun, whether the noun is singular or plural:

				 • uno, dos, tres (one, two, three)

				 • un niño y una niña (a boy and a girl)

				 • sesenta y un dólares (61 dollars)

				 • veintiuna (veinte y una) personas (21 people)

				You use the conjunction y (and) only for numbers between 16 and 99. You don’t use it directly after hundreds:

				 • ochenta y ocho (88)

				 • doscientos treinta y siete (237)

				You generally write the numbers 16 through 19 and 21 through 29 as one word. The numbers 16, 22, 23, and 26 have accents on the last syllable:

				 • 16: dieciséis

				 • 22: veintidós

				 • 23: veintitrés

				 • 26: veintiséis

				When used before a masculine noun, veintiún (21) has an accent on the last syllable:

				 • veintiún días (21 days)

				Ciento (100) becomes cien before nouns of either gender and before the numbers mil and millones. Before all other numbers, you use ciento. Un (one), which you don’t use before cien(to) or mil, comes before millón. When a noun follows millón, you put the preposition de between millón and the noun. Millón drops its accent in the plural (millones):

				 • cien sombreros (100 hats)

				 • cien blusas (100 blouses)

				 • cien mil millas (100,000 miles)

				 • cien millones de dólares (100 million dollars)

				 • ciento noventa acres (190 acres)

				 • mil posibilidades (1,000 possibilities)

				 • un millón de razones (1 million reasons)

				Compounds of ciento (doscientos, trescientos) must change to agree with a feminine noun:

				 • cuatrocientos muchachos (400 muchachos)

				 • seiscientas muchachas (600 muchachas)

				[image: Tip.eps] With numerals and decimals, Spanish uses commas where English uses periods, and vice versa:

				
					
						
								
								English

							
								
								Spanish

							
						

						
								
								6,000

							
								
								6.000

							
						

						
								
								0.75

							
								
								0,75

							
						

						
								
								$14.99

							
								
								$14,99

							
						

					
				

				Using ordinal numbers

				You use ordinal numbers — those used to express numbers in a series — far less frequently than cardinal numbers, but they still have some very important applications in everyday life. The following chart presents the Spanish ordinal numbers:

				
					
						
								
								Ordinal

							
								
								Spanish

							
						

						
								
								1st

							
								
								primero

							
						

						
								
								2nd

							
								
								segundo

							
						

						
								
								3rd

							
								
								tercero

							
						

						
								
								4th

							
								
								cuarto

							
						

						
								
								5th

							
								
								quinto

							
						

						
								
								6th

							
								
								sexto

							
						

						
								
								7th

							
								
								séptimo

							
						

						
								
								8th

							
								
								octavo

							
						

						
								
								9th

							
								
								noveno

							
						

						
								
								10th

							
								
								décimo

							
						

					
				

				[image: remember.eps] The following list outlines everything you must remember when using ordinal numbers in Spanish:

				Spanish speakers rarely use ordinal numbers after 10th. After that, they usually use cardinal numbers in both the spoken and written language:

				El siglo quince (the 15th century)

				Ordinal numbers must agree in gender (masculine or feminine) with the nouns they modify. You can make ordinal numbers feminine by changing the final -o of the masculine form to -a:

				la cuarta vez (the fourth time)

				Primero and tercero drop the final -o before a masculine singular noun:

				el primer muchacho (the first boy)

				el tercer hombre (the third man)

				In dates, primero is the only ordinal number you use. All other dates call for the cardinal numbers:

				el primero de mayo (May 1st)

				el doce de enero (January 12th)

				Dealing with Dates

				Dates are important parts of everyday life (in more ways than one!). To write out dates in Spanish, you have to practice the days of the week, the months of the year, and numbers (see the preceding section).

				Expressing the days of the week

				If you hear ¿Qué día es hoy? (What day is it?), you should respond with Hoy es . . . (Today is . . .) and then provide the name of one of the days listed here:

				
					
						
								
								English

							
								
								Spanish

							
						

						
								
								Monday

							
								
								lunes

							
						

						
								
								Tuesday

							
								
								martes

							
						

						
								
								Wednesday

							
								
								miércoles

							
						

						
								
								Thursday

							
								
								jueves

							
						

						
								
								Friday

							
								
								viernes

							
						

						
								
								Saturday

							
								
								sábado

							
						

						
								
								Sunday

							
								
								domingo

							
						

					
				

				[image: warning_bomb.eps] Unlike the English calendar, the Spanish calendar starts with Monday.

				[image: remember.eps] Here are two more guidelines for talking about days of the week in Spanish:

				Unless you use them at the beginning of a sentence, you don’t capitalize the days of the week in Spanish:

				Lunes y martes son días de vacaciones. (Monday and Tuesday are vacation days.)

				You use el to express on when referring to a particular day of the week and los to express on when the action occurs repeatedly:

				No trabajo el sábado. (I’m not working on Saturday.)

				No trabajo los sábados. (I don’t work on Saturdays.)

				Naming the months of the year

				If you hear ¿En qué mes . . .? (In what month . . .), someone is asking you in what month a certain event takes place. We provide the names of the months in Spanish in the following list:

				
					
						
								
								English

							
								
								Spanish

							
						

						
								
								January

							
								
								enero

							
						

						
								
								February

							
								
								febrero

							
						

						
								
								March

							
								
								marzo

							
						

						
								
								April

							
								
								abril

							
						

						
								
								May

							
								
								mayo

							
						

						
								
								June

							
								
								junio

							
						

						
								
								July

							
								
								julio

							
						

						
								
								August

							
								
								agosto

							
						

						
								
								September

							
								
								septiembre (or setiembre)

							
						

						
								
								October

							
								
								octubre

							
						

						
								
								November

							
								
								noviembre

							
						

						
								
								December

							
								
								diciembre

							
						

					
				

				[image: remember.eps] Like days of the week, the months aren’t capitalized in Spanish:

				Junio y julio son meses agradables. (June and July are nice months.)

				Along with the months, you may also want to talk about the seasons of the year. In Spanish, the seasons are masculine except for la primavera (the spring):

				el invierno (the winter)

				la primavera (the spring)

				el verano (the summer)

				el otoño (the autumn [fall])

				Making a date

				If you want to ask a passerby or an acquaintance about the date, politely inquire ¿Cuál es la fecha de hoy? (What is today’s date?) The person should respond with Hoy es . . . (Today is . . .) and then use the following formula to express the correct date:

				day + (el) + cardinal number (except for primero) + de + month + de + year

				The following is an example translation, using this formula:

				Sunday, April 18, 2010: Hoy es domingo, el dieciocho de abril de dos mil diez.

				[image: remember.eps] Now that you have a handy formula, you need to know a few more details about writing dates in Spanish:

				You express the first day of each month with primero. You use cardinal numbers for all other days:

				el primero de enero (January 1st)

				el siete de enero (January 7th)

				Use el to express on with Spanish dates:

				Partimos el once de octubre. (We are leaving on October 11th.)

				In Spanish, you express years in thousands and hundreds, not only in hundreds:

				1492: mil cuatrocientos noventa y dos (fourteen hundred ninety-two)

				[image: Tip.eps] In Spanish, when dates are written as numbers, they follow the sequence day/month/year, which may prove confusing to English speakers — especially for dates below the 12th of the month. You write February 9th as 2/9 in English, but in Spanish it’s 9/2.

				When speaking of dates in everyday language, the words and expressions that follow may come in handy:

				
					
						
								
								English

							
								
								Spanish

							
								
								English

							
								
								Spanish

							
						

						
								
								a day

							
								
								un día

							
								
								day before yesterday

							
								
								anteayer

							
						

						
								
								a week

							
								
								una semana

							
								
								yesterday

							
								
								ayer

							
						

						
								
								a month

							
								
								un mes

							
								
								today

							
								
								hoy

							
						

						
								
								a year

							
								
								un año

							
								
								tomorrow

							
								
								mañana

							
						

						
								
								in

							
								
								en

							
								
								tomorrow morning

							
								
								mañana por la mañana

							
						

						
								
								ago

							
								
								hace

							
								
								tomorrow afternoon

							
								
								mañana por la tarde

							
						

						
								
								per

							
								
								por

							
								
								tomorrow night

							
								
								mañana por la noche

							
						

						
								
								during

							
								
								durante

							
								
								day after tomorrow

							
								
								pasado mañana

							
						

						
								
								next

							
								
								próximo(a)

							
								
								from

							
								
								desde

							
						

						
								
								last

							
								
								pasado(a)

							
								
								a week from today

							
								
								de hoy en ocho

							
						

						
								
								last (in a series)

							
								
								último(a)

							
								
								two weeks from tomorrow

							
								
								de mañana en dos semanas

							
						

						
								
								eve

							
								
								la víspera

							
								
								within one (two) week(s)

							
								
								dentro de una (dos) semana(s)

							
						

					
				

				Telling Time

				Knowing how to understand, speak, and write time-related words and phrases is a must for anyone who’s studying a foreign language and planning to put these studies to use (to do some traveling one day, for instance).

				If you hear ¿Qué hora es? (What time is it?), someone wants to know the time. You should start by responding with the following:

				Es la una + 1 o’clock hour or Son las + any time after 1.

				To express the time after the hour (up to and including half past the hour), use y (and) and the number of minutes. Use menos (less) + the number of the following hour to express the time before the next hour (after half past the hour).

				You can also express time numerically (as shown in the third example here):

				Es la una y media. (It’s 1:30.)

				Son las cinco menos veinte. (It’s 4:40.)

				Son las cuatro y cuarenta. (It’s 4:40.)

				If you want to discuss at what time a particular event will occur, you can use a question — ¿A qué hora . . . ? — or answer with A la una or A las + any time after 1:

				¿A qué hora vienen? (At what time are they coming?)

				A la una. (At 1:00.)

				A las tres y cuarto. (At 3:15.)

				The following chart shows how to express time after and before the hour:

				
					
						
								
								Time

							
								
								Spanish

							
						

						
								
								1:00

							
								
								la una

							
						

						
								
								2:05

							
								
								las dos y cinco

							
						

						
								
								3:10

							
								
								las tres y diez

							
						

						
								
								4:15

							
								
								las cuatro y cuarto or las cuatro y quince

							
						

						
								
								5:20

							
								
								las cinco y veinte

							
						

						
								
								6:25

							
								
								las seis y veinticinco

							
						

						
								
								7:30

							
								
								las siete y media or las siete y treinta

							
						

						
								
								7:35

							
								
								las ocho menos veinticinco or las siete y treinta y cinco

							
						

						
								
								8:40

							
								
								las nueve menos veinte or las ocho y cuarenta

							
						

						
								
								9:45

							
								
								las diez menos cuarto or las nueve y cuarenta y cinco

							
						

						
								
								10:50

							
								
								las once menos diez or las diez y cincuenta

							
						

						
								
								11:55

							
								
								las doce menos cinco or las once y cincuenta y cinco

							
						

						
								
								noon

							
								
								el mediodía

							
						

						
								
								midnight

							
								
								la medianoche

							
						

					
				

				When expressing time, the words and expressions we present in the following table may come in handy:

				
					
						
								
								English

							
								
								Spanish

							
								
								English

							
								
								Spanish

							
						

						
								
								a second

							
								
								un segundo

							
								
								in an hour

							
								
								en una hora

							
						

						
								
								a minute

							
								
								un minuto

							
								
								in a while

							
								
								dentro de un rato

							
						

						
								
								a quarter of an hour

							
								
								un cuarto de hora

							
								
								until ten o’clock

							
								
								hasta las diez

							
						

						
								
								an hour

							
								
								una hora

							
								
								before nine o’clock

							
								
								antes de las nueve

							
						

						
								
								a half hour

							
								
								media hora

							
								
								after seven o’clock

							
								
								después de las siete

							
						

						
								
								in the morning (a.m.)

							
								
								por la mañana

							
								
								since what time?

							
								
								¿desde qué hora?

							
						

						
								
								in the afternoon (p.m.)

							
								
								por la tarde

							
								
								since eight o’clock

							
								
								desde las ocho

							
						

						
								
								in the evening (p.m.)

							
								
								por la noche

							
								
								one hour ago

							
								
								hace una hora

							
						

						
								
								at what time?

							
								
								¿a qué hora?

							
								
								early

							
								
								temprano

							
						

						
								
								at exactly nine o’clock

							
								
								a las nueve en punto

							
								
								late

							
								
								tarde

							
						

						
								
								at about two o’clock

							
								
								a eso de las dos

							
								
								late (in arriving)

							
								
								de retraso

							
						

					
				

				Focusing on Parts of Speech

				Too many people try to translate word for word from English to Spanish. And that just doesn’t work. Why? Because a Spanish word may have many applications depending on its usage (for example, as a noun or as an adjective) in the sentence. In addition, many idiomatic phrases, when used properly, distinguish a native speaker from someone who’s unfamiliar with the language. (An idiomatic phrase is a phrase used in a particular language whose meaning can’t easily be understood by a literal translation of its component words. An English example is “It’s raining cats and dogs.”)

				Using nouns

				A noun is the part of speech that refers to a person, place, thing, quality, idea, or action. Here are some examples of nouns in action:

				Person: The boy is friendly. (El muchacho es amable.)

				Place: I want to go home. (Quiero ir a casa.)

				Thing: I would like to see that book. (Quisiera ver ese libro.)

				Quality: I admire her courage. (Admiro su coraje.)

				Idea: Communism is a political theory. (El comunismo es una teoría política.)

				Action: The plane’s departure is imminent. (La partida del avión es inminente.)

				In everyday speaking/writing, you use nouns most often in the following forms:

				As the subject of a verb:

				María speaks Spanish. (María habla español.)

				As the direct object of a verb:

				I see María. (Yo veo a María.)

				As the indirect object of a verb:

				I speak to María. (Yo le hablo a María.)

				As the object of a preposition:

				I went out with María. (Yo salí con María.)

				[image: Tip.eps] Unlike English nouns, all Spanish nouns have a gender: masculine or feminine. All words you use to qualify or describe a noun must agree with the noun with respect to gender. We discuss this in more detail in Chapter 2.

				Substituting pronouns

				A pronoun is a part of speech used in place of a noun. The following list outlines the pronouns we discuss in this book:

				Subject pronouns (see Chapter 3) are followed by the verb expressing the main action in the sentence (I, you, he, she, it, we, they):

				You are nice. (Ud. es simpático.)

				Interrogative pronouns (see Chapter 5) ask a question (who, which, what, and so on):

				Who is that? (¿Quién es?)

				Direct object pronouns (see Chapter 2) replace direct object nouns; they answer whom or what the subject is acting upon. The direct object pronouns are me, te, lo, la (le in Spain), nos, (os in Spain), los, and las (les in Spain):

				I’ll be seeing you. (Te veo.)

				Indirect object pronouns (see Chapter 2) replace indirect object nouns; they explain to or for whom something is done. They include me, te, le, nos, (os in Spain), and les:

				He wrote to me. (Me escribió.)

				Reflexive pronouns (see Chapter 3) show that the subject is acting upon itself (me, te, se, nos, [os in Spain]):

				He sees himself in the mirror. (Él se ve en el espejo.)

				Prepositional pronouns (see Chapter 4) are used after prepositions (mí, ti, él, ella, Ud., nosotros, vosotros (in Spain), ellos, ellas, Uds.):

				They’re going to the movies without me. (Van al cine sin mí.)

				Acting with verbs

				A verb is a part of speech that shows an action or a state of being. In Spanish, as in English, verbs change from their infinitive form (they’re conjugated, in other words) as follows:

				To agree with the person performing the action (I, you, he, she, it, we, they)

				To indicate the time when the action was performed (past, present, future)

				To indicate the mood (indicative, subjunctive, imperative, conditional) of the action

				[image: remember.eps] The infinitive of the verb is its “raw” form — its “to” form — before it’s conjugated. Infinitives in Spanish have three different endings, and you conjugate them according to these endings (-ar, -er, and -ir) when a subject is present or is implied. We give you lots more information about verbs in Chapters 3, 6, 7, and 8.

				Describing with adjectives

				An adjective is a part of speech that describes a noun:

				The house is white. (La casa es blanca.)

				A Spanish adjective can have other applications, too, which we outline in the following list:

				A possessive adjective tells to whom the noun belongs:

				It’s my book. (Es mi libro.)

				A demonstrative adjective shows this, that, these, or those:

				That film is good. (Esa película es buena.)

				An interrogative adjective asks the question whose, which, or what:

				Whose car is that? (¿De quién es ese coche?)

				A number (cardinal or ordinal; see the “Counting Down” section earlier in this chapter) is an adjective that gives a specific amount:

				I need a pen. (Necesito un bolígrafo.)

				It’s his tenth birthday. (Es su décimo cumpleaños.)

				Clarifying with adverbs

				An adverb is a part of speech that modifies a verb, an adjective, or another adverb:

				Modifying a verb: You speak quickly. (Ud. habla rápidamente.)

				Modifying an adjective: Her grandmother is very old. (Su abuela es muy vieja.)

				Modifying an adverb: They eat too slowly. (Ellos comen demasiado despacio.)

				Joining with prepositions

				Prepositions are words used before nouns or pronouns to relate them to other words in the sentence. Prepositions connect the following:

				Noun to noun: I need that piece of paper. (Necesito esa hoja de papel.)

				Verb to verb: The child begins to laugh. (El niño empieza a reír.)

				Verb to noun: She studies with her friends. (Ella estudia con sus amigas.)

				Verb to pronoun: What do you think about them? (¿Qué piensas de ellos?)

			

		

	
		
			
				Chapter 2

				Closing the Gender Gap

				In This Chapter

				Specifying with definite articles

				Generalizing with indefinite articles

				Demonstrating with adjectives

				Selecting a gender

				Being possessive

				Using object pronouns

				Let the battle of the sexes begin! Gender is a battle that English speakers don’t fight. In English, a noun is simply a noun; you don’t have to worry about a noun having a gender (a masculine or feminine designation). In Spanish, however, a noun has a gender, and the gender of a noun very often determines the spelling of other words in the sentence.

				In this chapter, we help you to correctly mark the gender of a noun by using definite articles (which express the), indefinite articles (which express a, an, or some), or demonstrative adjectives (which express this, that, these, or those). You can also read up on two different ways to show possession of things and how to replace direct and indirect object nouns with their respective pronouns.

				Being Specific with Definite Articles

				A definite article expresses the English word the and indicates a specific person or thing, such as “the boy” or “the book.” You must choose the correct definite article to “mark” a noun in order to say the.

				Identifying the definite articles

				Spanish features four distinct definite articles that correspond to the in English. The following table lists these articles:

				
					
						
								
							
								
								Masculine

							
								
								Feminine

							
						

						
								
								Singular

							
								
								el

							
								
								la

							
						

						
								
								Plural

							
								
								los

							
								
								las

							
						

					
				

				Here are some examples of these definitive articles in action:

				El muchacho es grande. (The boy is big.)

				Los libros son interesantes. (The books are interesting.)

				La muchacha es alta. (The girl is tall.)

				Las casas son blancas. (The houses are white.)

				Using definite articles

				You come across many instances in Spanish where you use the definite article even though you may or may not use it in English. The rules in the following list show how you use the definite articles in Spanish:

				With nouns in a general or abstract sense:

				 • El amor es divino. (Love is divine.)

				With nouns in a specific sense:

				 • La tía María trae regalos. (Aunt María brings gifts.)

				With names of languages (except after the verb hablar and after the prepositions de and en):

				 • Me gusta el español. (I like Spanish.)

				 • ¿Dónde está mi libro de español? (Where’s my Spanish book?)

				 • Escríbame en español. (Write to me in Spanish.)

				With parts of the body (when the possessor is clear) in place of the possessive adjective:

				 • Me duelen los pies. (My feet hurt.)

				With titles and ranks when you aren’t addressing the person:

				 • La señora Rivera está aquí. (Mrs. Rivera is here.)

				 • Siéntese, Señora Rivera. (Have a seat, Mrs. Rivera.)

				With last names:

				 • Los Gómez viven en Colombia. (The Gómezes live in Colombia.)

				With days of the week (except after the verb ser):

				 • El domingo voy a México. (On Sunday I’m going to Mexico.)

				 • Hoy es miércoles. (Today is Wednesday.)

				With seasons (you may omit the article after en):

				 • No trabajo en (el) verano. (I don’t work in the summer.)

				With dates:

				 • Es el cinco de mayo. (It’s May 5th.)

				With the hour of the day and other time expressions:

				 • Son las once y media. (It’s 11:30.)

				 • Salgo por la tarde. (I’m going out in the afternoon.)

				With the names of many cities and countries (though there’s a tendency to omit the article in current usage):

				 • el Brasil, el Ecuador, El Escorial, el Paraguay, el Perú, El Salvador, el Uruguay, la Argentina, la China, La Habana, la India, La Paz, los Estados Unidos

				 • Visitamos (el) Brasil. (We visited Brazil.)

				[image: remember.eps]  Capitalized articles are actually parts of the names of the countries, whereas articles in lowercase are not. For example, Yo nací en El Salvador pero pasé muchos años en la Argentina. (I was born in El Salvador but I spent many years in Argentina.)

				With rivers, seas, and other geographical locations:

				 • El Orinoco es un río. (The Orinoco is a river.)

				[image: remember.eps] The definite article precedes the noun it modifies and agrees with that noun in number and gender. For example, El muchacho es rubio y las muchachas son morenas. (The boy is blond and the girls are brunette.)

				Omitting the definite articles

				You omit the definite articles in the following situations in Spanish:

				Before nouns in apposition (when one noun explains another):

				Madrid, capital de España, es una ciudad popular. (Madrid, the capital of Spain, is a popular city.)

				Before numerals that express the title of rulers:

				Carlos Quinto (Charles the Fifth)

				Contracting with definite articles

				Spanish features only two contractions. They occur when the definite article el is joined with the preposition a (a + el = al) or de (de + el = del). The only exception to the rule is when the definite article is part of the title or name. Here are some examples of this construction:

				Voy al Uruguay. (I’m going to Uruguay.) Voy a El Salvador. (I’m going to El Salvador.)

				Soy del Uruguay. (I’m from Uruguay.) Soy de El Salvador. (I’m from El Salvador.)

				Being General with Indefinite Articles

				An indefinite article, which expresses the English words a, an, or some, refers to persons or objects not specifically identified (such as “a boy” or “some books”). Just like with definite articles, when you know whether a noun is masculine or feminine (and singular or plural), you can choose the correct indefinite article to mark that noun.

				Identifying the indefinite articles

				Four Spanish indefinite articles correspond to a, an, and one in the singular and to some in the plural. The following table presents these articles:

				
					
						
								
							
								
								Masculine

							
								
								Feminine

							
						

						
								
								Singular

							
								
								un

							
								
								una

							
						

						
								
								Plural

							
								
								unos

							
								
								unas

							
						

					
				

				Here are some examples of the indefinite articles in action:

				Compré un abrigo. (She bought an [one] overcoat.)

				Es una mujer muy astuta. (She is a very astute woman.)

				Necesito unos limones y unas limas. (I need some lemons and some limes.)

				[image: remember.eps] As with definite articles, the indefinite article precedes the noun it modifies and agrees with that noun in number and gender.

				Omitting indefinite articles

				You omit the indefinite article from your Spanish constructions in the following situations:

				Before unmodified nouns that express nationality, profession, or religious or political affiliation:

				 • El señor Robles es profesor. (Mr. Robles is a teacher.)

				 However, you use the indefinite article when the noun is modified:

				 • El señor Robles es un profesor liberal. (Mr. Robles is a liberal teacher.)

				Before the following nouns:

				 • cien (one hundred): cien niños (one hundred children)

				 • cierto (certain): ciertos idiomas (certain languages)

				 • mil (one thousand): mil dólares (one thousand dollars)

				 • otro (other): otra clase (another class)

				 • qué (what a): qué lástima (what a pity)

				 • semejante (similar): problema semejante (a similar problem)

				 • tal (such a): tal cosa (such a thing)

				Being Demonstrative with Adjectives

				Personally, we’re not content with just anything or anyone; we like to make our requirements and needs known! We do so by specifically referring to this, that, these, or those things or people. If you’re like us, you need to make use of the Spanish demonstrative adjectives that enable you to express exactly what or whom you’re seeking.

				Demonstrative adjectives indicate or point out the person, place, or thing to which a speaker is referring, such as “this shirt” or “that pair of pants.” Demonstrative adjectives precede and agree in number and gender with the nouns they modify. In Spanish, you select the demonstrative adjective according to the distance of the noun from the speaker. Table 2-1 presents demonstrative adjectives and addresses this distance issue.

				
					
						
								
								Table 2-1 Demonstrative Adjectives

							
						

						
								
								Number

							
								
								Masculine

							
								
								Feminine

							
								
								Meaning

							
								
								Distance

							
						

						
								
								SingularPlural

							
								
								esteestos

							
								
								estaestas

							
								
								thisthese

							
								
								Near to or directly concerned with speaker

							
						

						
								
								SingularPlural

							
								
								eseesos

							
								
								esaesas

							
								
								thatthose

							
								
								Not particularly near to or directly concerned with speaker

							
						

						
								
								SingularPlural

							
								
								aquelaquellos

							
								
								aquellaaquellas

							
								
								thatthose

							
								
								Far from and not directly concerned with speaker

							
						

					
				

				The following list shows these demonstrative adjectives in action:

				Estos pantalones son cortos y esta camisa es larga. (These pants are short and this shirt is large.)

				Tengo que hablar con esa muchacha y esos muchachos ahí. (I have to speak to that girl and those boys there.)

				Aquellos países son grandes y aquellas ciudades son pequeñas. (Those countries are large and those cities are small.)

				[image: Tip.eps] Here’s what you need to know about demonstrative adjectives in Spanish:

				You use them before each noun:

				 • este abogado y ese cliente (this lawyer and that client)

				You can use adverbs to reinforce location:

				 • esta casa aquí (this house here)

				 • esas casas ahí (those houses there)

				 • aquella casa allá (that house over there)

				Clarifying Gender

				Spanish nouns are either masculine or feminine. Nouns that refer to males are always masculine, and nouns that refer to females are feminine, no matter their endings. You can’t always be sure when it comes to places or things, though.

				Determining the gender of nouns

				In Spanish, certain endings are good indications as to the gender (masculine or feminine designation) of nouns. For instance, nouns that end in -o (except la mano [the hand] and la radio [the radio]) often are masculine. Nouns that end in -a, -ad (la ciudad [city]), -ie (la serie [the series]), -ción (la canción [the song]), -sión (la discusión [discussion]), -ud (la salud [health]), and -umbre (la costumbre [custom]) generally are feminine.

				Here are more rules that deal with gender in Spanish:

				Certain nouns belonging to a theme are masculine. These include

				 • Numbers: el cuatro (four)

				 • Days of the week: el jueves (Thursday)

				 • Compass points: el norte (north)

				 • Names of trees: el manzano (apple tree)

				 • Some compound nouns: el sacapuntas (pencil sharpener)

				 • Names of rivers, lakes, mountains, straits, and seas: el Mediterráneo (the Mediterranean)

				Certain nouns belonging to a theme are feminine. These include

				 • Many illnesses: la gripe (the flu), la apendicitis (appendicitis)

				 • Islands and provinces: la Córsega (Corsica)

				Reversing gender

				Some Spanish nouns are tricky because they end in -a but are masculine, while others end in -o but are feminine. These nouns may be referred to as reverse-gender nouns. For instance, some nouns that end in -ma and -eta are masculine, as are the words el día (the day) and el mapa (the map). The following table outlines these masculine words:

				
					
						
								
								-ma

							
								
								-eta

							
						

						
								
								el clima (the climate)

							
								
								el planeta (the planet)

							
						

						
								
								el drama (the drama)

							
								
							
						

						
								
								el idioma (the language)

							
								
							
						

						
								
								el poema (the poem)

							
								
							
						

						
								
								el problema (the problem)

							
								
							
						

						
								
								el programa (the program)

							
								
							
						

						
								
								el sistema (the system)

							
								
							
						

						
								
								el telegrama (the telegram)

							
								
							
						

						
								
								el tema (the theme)

							
								
							
						

					
				

				Here are a couple of nouns that end in -o and are feminine:

				la mano (the hand)

				la radio (the radio)

				[image: Tip.eps] Note that la foto is the abbreviation for la fotografía (the photograph) and la moto is the abbreviation for la motocicleta (the motorcycle).

				Using the same noun for both genders

				Some nouns have the same spelling for both genders. For these nouns, all you have to do is change the definite article to reflect whether the person in question is male or female. The following table presents the most common of these nouns:

				
					
						
								
								Masculine

							
								
								Feminine

							
								
								Translation

							
						

						
								
								el artista

							
								
								la artista

							
								
								the artist

							
						

						
								
								el dentista

							
								
								la dentista

							
								
								the dentist

							
						

						
								
								el periodista

							
								
								la periodista

							
								
								the journalist

							
						

						
								
								el telefonista

							
								
								la telefonista

							
								
								the operator

							
						

						
								
								el modelo

							
								
								la modelo

							
								
								the model

							
						

						
								
								el joven

							
								
								la joven

							
								
								the youth

							
						

						
								
								el estudiante

							
								
								la estudiante

							
								
								the student

							
						

					
				

				[image: remember.eps] The following nouns, however, always remain feminine, regardless of the gender of the person being described:

				la persona (the person)

				la víctima (the victim)

				Changing the meaning of nouns

				Some nouns change meaning according to their gender. A noun in this category can mean one thing in the masculine form but have a totally different meaning in the feminine form. Knowing the proper usage is the difference between praying to the Pope or to a potato! You simply must memorize nouns in this category. The following table presents some of the high-frequency Spanish words whose meanings change according to gender:

				
					
						
								
								Masculine

							
								
								Meaning

							
								
								Feminine

							
								
								Meaning

							
						

						
								
								el capital

							
								
								the capital (money)

							
								
								la capital

							
								
								the capital (country)

							
						

						
								
								el cura

							
								
								the priest

							
								
								la cura

							
								
								the cure

							
						

						
								
								el frente

							
								
								the front

							
								
								la frente

							
								
								the forehead

							
						

						
								
								el guía

							
								
								the male guide

							
								
								la guía

							
								
								the female guide; the guidebook

							
						

						
								
								el Papa

							
								
								the Pope

							
								
								la papa

							
								
								the potato

							
						

						
								
								el policía

							
								
								the police officer

							
								
								la policía

							
								
								the police force; the police woman

							
						

					
				

				Understanding special nouns

				When it comes to languages, you can always find some exceptions to the rule. In Spanish, for instance, masculine nouns that refer to people and end in -or, -és, or -n require the addition of a final -a to get the female equivalent. And if the masculine noun has an accented final syllable, you drop that accent in the feminine form. Here are some examples:

				el profesor → la profesora (the teacher)

				el francés → la francesa (the French person)

				el alemán → la alemana (the German person)

				[image: remember.eps] Of course, you must watch out for two exceptions to this rule:

				el actor (the actor) → la actriz (the actress)

				el emperador (the emperor) → la emperatriz (the empress)

				Some nouns have distinct masculine and feminine forms. The following table presents a list of these nouns, which you simply have to memorize:

				
					
						
								
								Masculine

							
								
								Meaning

							
								
								Feminine

							
								
								Meaning

							
						

						
								
								el héroe

							
								
								the hero

							
								
								la heroína

							
								
								the heroine

							
						

						
								
								el hombre

							
								
								the man

							
								
								la mujer

							
								
								the woman

							
						

						
								
								el marido

							
								
								the husband

							
								
								la esposa

							
								
								the wife

							
						

						
								
								el príncipe

							
								
								the prince

							
								
								la princesa

							
								
								the princess

							
						

						
								
								el rey

							
								
								the king

							
								
								la reina

							
								
								the queen

							
						

						
								
								el yerno

							
								
								the son-in-law

							
								
								la nuera

							
								
								the daughter-in-law

							
						

					
				

				[image: remember.eps] To prevent the clash of two vowel sounds, the Spanish language uses the masculine singular article el (un) with feminine singular nouns that begin with a stressed a sound (a- or ha-). In the plural, you use las (unas) for these nouns. Here are some commonly used words with this designation:

				el agua (the water); las aguas (the waters)

				el ave (the bird); las aves (the birds)

				el hambre (the hunger); las hambres (the hungers)

				Forming Plural Nouns

				You use noun plurals to refer to more than one person, place, thing, quality, idea, or action. Not surprisingly, just as you do in English, you use the letters -s and -es to form the plurals of Spanish nouns. The following list outlines the many plural variations you see in Spanish nouns and the rules for forming plurals:

				You add -s to form the plural of nouns ending in a vowel:

				 • el mango (the mango); los mangos (the mangoes)

				 • la manzana (the apple); las manzanas (the apples)

				You add -es to form the plural of nouns ending in a consonant (including -y):

				 • el emperador (the emperor); los emperadores (the emperors)

				 • el rey (the king); los reyes (the kings)

				You add or delete an accent mark in some nouns ending in -n or -s to maintain the original stress:

				 • el examen; los exámenes (the tests)

				 • la canción; las canciones (the songs)

				 • el francés; los franceses (the Frenchmen)

				 • el inglés; los ingleses (the Englishmen)

				 • el limón; los limones (the lemons)

				Nouns that end in -z change z to -c before you add -es:

				 • la luz (the light); las luces (the lights)

				Nouns that end in -es or -is don’t change in the plural, except for el mes (the month), which becomes los meses (the months):

				 • el lunes (Monday); los lunes (Mondays)

				 • la crisis (the crisis); las crisis (the crises)

				Compound nouns (nouns composed of two nouns that join together to make one) don’t change in the plural:

				 • el abrelatas (can opener); los abrelatas (can openers)

				You express the plural of nouns of different genders (where one noun is masculine and the other[s] is feminine) with the masculine plural:

				 • el rey y la reina (the king and queen); los reyes (the kings or the king[s] and the queen[s])

				 • el muchacho y la muchacha (the boy and the girl); los muchachos (the boys or the boy[s] and the girl[s])

				Some nouns are always plural, such as

				 • las gafas/los espejuelos (eyeglasses)

				 • las matemáticas (mathematics)

				 • las vacaciones (vacation)

				Showing Possession

				The majority of people in the world are possessive of their loved ones and their things. You have several ways to express possession in Spanish: by using the preposition de (of) or by using possessive adjectives before the persons or things. The sections that follow guide you through the ways you can stake your claims.

				Using de

				[image: warning_bomb.eps] Expressing possession by using the preposition de (of) is quite unlike what people are accustomed to in English. English speakers put an apostrophe + s after the noun representing the possessor: John’s family, for instance. Spanish nouns have no apostrophe s; you must use a reverse word order joined by the preposition de. The following list presents the rules of using de:

				You use the preposition de between a noun that’s possessed and a proper noun representing the possessor:

				Es el coche de Julio. (It’s Julio’s car.)

				You use de + a definite article between the noun that’s possessed and a common noun representing the possessor:

				 Tengo el abrigo de la muchacha. (I have the girl’s coat.)

				De contracts with the definite article el to form del (of the) before a masculine singular common noun:

				Necesito el libro del profesor. (I need the teacher’s book.)

				If the sentence contains more than one possessor, you need to repeat de before each noun:

				Voy a la casa de Roberto y de Marta. (I’m going to Roberto and Marta’s house.)

				You use a construction that’s the reverse of English to answer the question “¿De quién es . . .?”:

				¿De quién(es) es la idea? (Whose idea is it?)

				Es la idea de Julia y del hermano de Julia. (It is Julia’s and her brother’s idea.)

				Employing possessive adjectives

				You use a possessive adjective before the noun that’s possessed in order to express my, your, his, her, its, our, or their. Possessive adjectives must agree in gender and number (singular or plural) with the objects that are possessed; they never agree with the possessors. Table 2-2 outlines the possessive adjectives:

				
					
						
								
								Table 2-2 Possessive Adjectives

							
						

						
								
								English word

							
								
								Masculine singular

							
								
								Masculine plural

							
								
								Feminine singular

							
								
								Feminine plural

							
						

						
								
								my

							
								
								mi

							
								
								mis

							
								
								mi

							
								
								mis

							
						

						
								
								your

							
								
								tu

							
								
								tus

							
								
								tu

							
								
								tus

							
						

						
								
								his/her/your

							
								
								su

							
								
								sus

							
								
								su

							
								
								sus

							
						

						
								
								our

							
								
								nuestro

							
								
								nuestros

							
								
								nuestra

							
								
								nuestras

							
						

						
								
								your

							
								
								vuestro

							
								
								vuestros

							
								
								vuestra

							
								
								vuestras

							
						

						
								
								their/your

							
								
								su

							
								
								sus

							
								
								su

							
								
								sus

							
						

					
				

				Here are some example sentences:

				Yo perdí mis gafas. (I lost my glasses.)

				Nosotros escuchamos a nuestro profesor. (We listen to our teacher.)

				[image: Tip.eps] Because su can mean his, her, or their, you can clarify who the possessor really is by replacing the possessive adjective (su) with the corresponding definite article (el, la, los, or las) + noun + de + él (ellos, ella, ellas, Ud., Uds.):

				I need his (her) help.

				Necesito su ayuda.

				Necesito la ayuda de él (ella).

				[image: remember.eps] With parts of the body or clothing, you replace the possessive adjective with the correct definite article when the possessor is clear:

				Me cepillo los dientes dos veces al día. (I brush my teeth twice a day.)

				Substituting with Object Pronouns

				An object pronoun is a replacement word for an object noun. This pronoun helps you avoid unnecessary, continuous repetition of the noun, which allows for a more colloquial, free-flowing conversational tone when you’re speaking or writing. Don’t be tricked by these pronouns, though; always remember that the verb in your sentence must agree with the subject pronoun. The following sections walk you through the world of object pronouns.

				Dealing with direct object pronouns

				Direct object nouns or pronouns answer the question “Whom or what is the subject acting upon?” Direct objects may refer to people, places, things, or ideas. A direct object pronoun simply replaces a direct object noun and agrees with it in number and gender.

				In both English and Spanish, a direct object noun follows the subject and its verb:

				Veo la casa. (I see the house.)

				Unlike in English, however, you usually place a Spanish direct object pronoun before the conjugated verb:

				La veo. (I see it.)

				Table 2-3 lists the direct object pronouns in Spanish.

				
					
						
								
								Table 2-3 Spanish Direct Object Pronouns

							
						

						
								
								Singular Pronouns

							
								
								Meaning

							
								
								Plural Pronouns

							
								
								Meaning

							
						

						
								
								me

							
								
								me

							
								
								nos

							
								
								us

							
						

						
								
								te

							
								
								you (familiar)

							
								
								os

							
								
								you (polite)

							
						

						
								
								lo

							
								
								him, it, you

							
								
								los

							
								
								them, you

							
						

						
								
								la

							
								
								her, it, you

							
								
								las

							
								
								them, you

							
						

					
				

				Here are some example sentences that show how you use Spanish direct object pronouns:

				Él me comprende. (He understands me.)

				¿Nos ve Ud.? (Do you see us?)

				¿Los periódicos? Yo los leo cada día. (The newspapers? I read them every day.)

				[image: remember.eps] People often use le rather than lo in Spain to express you (masculine) or him. Lo is used as a direct object pronoun in Spanish America. The plural of lo and le is los, which means them or you. Here are some examples:

				Cuido al niño. (I watch the child.)

				Lo [Le] cuido. (I watch him.)

				Cuido a los niños. (I watch the children.)

				Los [Les] cuido. (I watch them.)

				Miro el programa. (I watch the program.)

				Lo miro. (I watch it.)

				Miro los programas. (I watch the programs.)

				Los miro. (I watch them.)

				Understanding the personal a

				In Spanish, the personal a conveys absolutely no meaning and is used only before a direct object noun (not before a direct object pronoun or any indirect objects) to indicate that it refers to a person or a beloved pet. The following list explains in more detail how to use the personal a:

				You use the personal a before a common or proper noun that refers to a person or persons. The personal a combines with the definite article el to form the contraction al, but it doesn’t combine with the other definite articles:

				No conozco a ellas. (I don’t know them.)

				Busco al señor Gómez. (I’m looking for Mr. Gómez.)

				You use the personal a before the name of your pooch, tabby, hamster, turtle, or other pet:

				Adiestró a Fido. (She tamed Fido.)

				You use the personal a before a pronoun that refers to a person:

				No espero a nadie. (I’m not waiting for anyone.)

				[image: remember.eps] You don’t, however, use the personal a with the verb tener (to have):

				Tengo dos hermanos. (I have two brothers.)

				Coping with indirect object pronouns

				Indirect object nouns or pronouns refer only to people (and to beloved pets); they answer the question “To or for whom is the subject doing something?” An indirect object pronoun can replace an indirect object noun but also is used in Spanish when the indirect object noun is mentioned. The indirect object pronoun never agrees in gender with the noun to which it refers. And just like with direct object pronouns, indirect object pronouns generally are placed before the conjugated verb. For example:

				Le escribo un e-mail. (I’m writing an e-mail to him.)

				Le escribo a Gloria un e-mail. (I’m writing an e-mail to Gloria.)

				Table 2-4 presents the indirect object pronouns in Spanish.

				
					
						
								
								Table 2-4 Spanish Indirect Object Pronouns

							
						

						
								
								Singular Pronouns

							
								
								Meaning

							
								
								Plural Pronouns

							
								
								Meaning

							
						

						
								
								me

							
								
								to/for me

							
								
								nos

							
								
								to/for us

							
						

						
								
								te

							
								
								to/for you (familiar)

							
								
								os

							
								
								to/for you (familiar)

							
						

						
								
								le

							
								
								to/for him, her, you (formal)

							
								
								les

							
								
								to/for them, you (formal)

							
						

					
				

				The following sentences show how you use indirect object pronouns:

				¿Me dices la verdad? (Are you telling me the truth?)

				La mujer nos ofrece un refresco. (The lady offers us a drink.)

				Les doy un abrazo. (I give them a hug.)

				[image: Tip.eps] A clue that may indicate that you need an indirect object pronoun is the use of the preposition a (al, a la, a los, or a las), which means to or for (unlike the personal a, which has no meaning — see the preceding section), followed by the name of or reference to a person. You may use a él, a ella, or a Ud. or the person’s name to clarify to whom you’re referring:

				Yo le escribo a Rosa. (I write to Rosa.)

				Yo le escribo. (I write to her.)

				Ella le habla al muchacho. (She speaks to the boy.)

				Ella le habla. (She speaks to him.)

				Ella le habla a él. (She speaks to him.)

				Ella le habla a Juan. (She speaks to Juan.)

				[image: warning_bomb.eps] Although you may use the prepositions to and for in English, you omit these prepositions in Spanish sentences before an indirect object pronoun:

				Te compro un regalo. (I’m buying a present for you; I’m buying you a present.)

				Me escriben. (They are writing to me; they are writing me.)

				Choosing the proper pronoun

				Sometimes people get confused when trying to figure out whether to use a direct object pronoun or an indirect object pronoun. The good news is you’ll have absolutely no problem with me, te, nos, and os because they act as both direct and indirect object pronouns. They’re also reflexive pronouns (see Chapter 3):

				Me respeta. (He respects me.)

				Me dice un secreto. (He tells me a secret.)

				Nos visita. (She visits us.)

				Nos trae flores. (She brings us flowers.)

				[image: Tip.eps] Here’s one tip: If you can use the word to or for in an English sentence before a reference to a person — no matter how awkward the construction may seem — you must use an indirect object pronoun in your Spanish sentence:

				Quiero mostrarte esta foto. (I want to show [to] you this photo.)

				The following sections give you some more insider tips that can help you decide between direct and indirect object pronouns.

				Common Spanish verbs requiring a direct object

				Verbs that require an indirect object in English may require a direct object in Spanish because to or for is included in the meaning of the infinitive. (Remember that any a you see will be the personal a; check out “Understanding the personal a” earlier in this chapter.) Some of these high-frequency verbs include the following:

				buscar (to look for)

				escuchar (to listen to)

				esperar (to wait for)

				llamar (to call)

				mirar (to look at)

				The following examples illustrate how you use these verbs:

				Nosotros esperamos a nuestros amigos. (We are waiting for our friends.)

				Nosotros los esperamos. (We are waiting for them.)

				Common Spanish verbs requiring an indirect object

				Verbs that require a direct object in English don’t necessarily require a direct object in Spanish. The verbs that follow take indirect objects in Spanish, regardless of the object used in English. This is because to or for is implied when speaking about a person or because the verb generally is followed by the preposition a:

				
					
						
								
								acompañar (to accompany)

							
								
								obedecer (to obey)

							
						

						
								
								aconsejar (to advise)

							
								
								ofrecer (to offer)

							
						

						
								
								contar (to relate, tell)

							
								
								pedir (to ask)

							
						

						
								
								contestar (to answer)

							
								
								preguntar (to ask)

							
						

						
								
								dar (to give)

							
								
								presentar (to introduce)

							
						

						
								
								decir (to say, tell)

							
								
								prestar (to lend)

							
						

						
								
								enviar (to send)

							
								
								prohibir (to forbid)

							
						

						
								
								escribir (to write)

							
								
								prometer (to promise)

							
						

						
								
								explicar (to explain)

							
								
								regalar (to give a gift)

							
						

						
								
								llamar (to call)

							
								
								telefonear (to call)

							
						

						
								
								mandar (to send)

							
								
							
						

					
				

				Here are a few examples:

				Te aconsejo practicar más. (I advise you to practice more.)

				Ella le pide disculpa a su amiga. (She asks her friend for an apology.)

				Doing an about face with gustar

				Verbs like gustar require special attention because although you can say I like in English, in Spanish you have to say that something is pleasing to you. This rule means that Spanish sentences appear somewhat backward to English speakers and that because something is pleasing “to” the subject, gustar and verbs like it require the use of an indirect object pronoun. Note how the English and Spanish sentences convey the same meaning but are expressed in a totally different fashion:

				English: I like chocolate.

				Spanish: Chocolate is pleasing to me.

				The following table presents other Spanish verbs that work like gustar:

				
					
						
								
								Spanish Verb

							
								
								Meaning

							
						

						
								
								disgustar

							
								
								to upset, displease

							
						

						
								
								faltar

							
								
								to lack, need

							
						

						
								
								fascinar

							
								
								to fascinate

							
						

						
								
								importar

							
								
								to be important

							
						

						
								
								interesar

							
								
								to interest

							
						

						
								
								parecer

							
								
								to seem

							
						

						
								
								quedar

							
								
								to remain to someone, have left

							
						

					
				

				Here are some examples that show how you use these verbs in Spanish sentences. Note that the subject is now at the end of the sentence and the verb must agree with the subject:

				¿Te gustan los deportes? (Do you like sports? Literally: Are sports pleasing to you?)

				Nos interesa viajar. (We are interested in traveling. Literally: Traveling is interesting to us.)

				[image: remember.eps] You use the third-person singular form of any verb from the previous list with one or more infinitives:

				Me gusta cantar. (I like to sing.)

				Me gusta cantar y bailar. (I like to sing and dance.)

				The following list presents some more details you should know about using these verbs:

				An indirect object pronoun may be preceded by the preposition a + the corresponding prepositional pronoun — mí, ti, él, ella, Ud, nosotros, vosotros, ellos, ellas, Uds. — for stress or clarification (see Chapter 4):

				A mí me parece claro. (It seems clear to me.)

				An indirect object pronoun may be preceded by the preposition a + the indirect object noun:

				A Miguel no le gusta trabajar. (Miguel doesn’t like to work.)

				A las niñas les gusta el helado. (The girls like ice cream.)

				Positioning object pronouns

				How do you decide where to place a direct or indirect object pronoun in a Spanish sentence? Generally, you place these pronouns before the conjugated verb:

				Nosotros los necesitamos. (We need them.)

				Siempre les cuentas chistes. (You always tell them jokes.)

				In sentences with two verbs that follow one subject or in sentences with a present participle (the -ando or -iendo forms; see Chapter 3), you have the choice of placing the object pronoun before the conjugated verb or after and attached to the infinitive or the participle. The following list provides some examples of this construction.

				[image: remember.eps] When you attach the pronoun to the participle, an accent is required on the stressed vowel. In general, to correctly place the accent, you count back three vowels and add the accent. Also, remember that negatives go before the pronoun when it precedes the verb.

				With a present participle:

				(No) Lo estoy haciendo. (I’m [not] doing it.)

				(No) Estoy haciéndolo. (I’m [not] doing it.)

				With an infinitive:

				(No) Lo quiero hacer. (I [don’t] want to do it.)

				(No) Quiero hacerlo. (I [don’t] want to do it.)

				[image: remember.eps] In a negative command, the object pronoun precedes the verb. In an affirmative command, however, the object pronoun must follow the verb and be attached to it (for more on commands, refer to Chapter 8). The stressed vowel normally requires an accent mark (if there are only two vowels, no accent is necessary). To properly place the accent, count back three vowels and add it.

				Here’s what affirmative commands look like:

				Prepárela. (Prepare it.)

				Hazlo. (Do it.)

				Now take a look at the negatives:

				No la prepare. (Don’t prepare it.)

				No lo hagas. (Don’t do it.)

				Doing double duty

				Spanish sentences quite commonly require both a direct and an indirect object pronoun. You have many rules to consider when creating these sentences, as the following list shows:

				When the verb has two object pronouns, the indirect object pronoun (a person) precedes the direct object pronoun (usually a thing):

				 • Ella nos muestra las revistas. (She shows us the magazines.)

				Ella nos las muestra. (She shows them to us.)

				 • Nosotros te damos el boleto. (We give you the ticket.)

				Nosotros te lo damos. (We give it to you.)

				When a sentence has two third-person object pronouns, the indirect object pronouns le and les change to se before the direct object pronouns lo, la, los, and las:

				 • Él les lee las revistas a sus abuelos. (He reads the magazines to his grandparents.)

				Él se las lee. (He reads them to them.)

				[image: Tip.eps]  To clarify the meaning of se — because it can mean to/for you, him, her, and them — you may include the phrase a Ud. (Uds.), a él (ellos), or a ella (ellas):

				Yo se los digo a él (a ella) (a Uds.). (I tell them to him [her] [you/them].)

				The same rules for the positioning of single object pronouns apply for double object pronouns (see the preceding section). The following examples show how you use and place double object pronouns:

				 • With an infinitive, you may place the two separate pronouns before the conjugated verb, or you may connect and attach them to the end of the infinitive:

				(No) Te los quiero mostrar. (I [don’t] want to show them to you.)

				(No) Quiero mostrártelos. (I [don’t] want to show them to you.)

				 • With a present participle, you may place the two separate pronouns before the conjugated form of estar, or you may connect and attach them to the end of the gerund:

				(No) Se la estoy leyendo a él. (I’m [not] reading it to him.)

				(No) Estoy leyéndosela a él. (I’m [not] reading it to him.)

				 • With commands:

				 Formal:

				 Affirmative: Dígamelo. (Tell it to me.)

				 Negative: No me lo diga. (Don’t tell it to me.)

				 Informal:

				 Affirmative: Dímelo. (Tell it to me.)

				 Negative: No me lo digas. (Don’t tell it to me.)

				When you attach two pronouns to an infinitive, you generally count back three vowels and add an accent:

				Yo voy a escribírselo a Ud. (I’m going to write it to you.)

				 When you add two pronouns to a present participle or an affirmative command, however, you generally count back four vowels when adding an accent:

				 • Estamos comprándoselas a ellos. (We are buying it for them.)

				 • Muéstramelo. (Show it to me.)

				[image: remember.eps]  With a diphthong (two vowels blended together that stand for only one vowel sound), you may have to count back as many as five vowels:

				Tráiganoslos. (Bring them to us.)
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