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				Praise for Choosing a Dog ForDummies

				“Instead of spinning a wheel of fortune, matching the right dog to your family’s lifestyle doesn’t have to be a gamble. Chris Walkowicz offers truthful descriptions, addressing issues owners deal with in real life. Chris isn’t afraid to say that some breeds tend to ‘speak their minds’ or may not be best suited for young children. Choosing a breed can be a fun family activity; at least with Chris’s book it can be!”

					—	Steve Dale, syndicated columnist of My Pet World, Tribune Media Services; radio host of Pet Central, WGN and Animal Planet Radio; and senior columnist for Pet Life magazine.

				“In the humane movement, we know all too well what happens when people choose the wrong dog. So it’s nothing short of a blessing that Chris Walkowicz has written this smart, comprehensive, down-to-cases book to help new dog owner choose well and for keeps. When it comes to dogs, Chris is truly a know-it-all . . . and isn’t that exactly what you need?”

					—	Marion Lane, Editor-in-Chief, ASPCA Animal Watch

				“Without a doubt, Choosing a Dog For Dummies is a book everyone considering buying a dog should own. Chris Walkowicz’s informative style and sensitivity drives home the important points about dogs and what everyone needs to know before owning one.”

					— Dr. Carmen L. Battaglia, AKC Judge

				“Chris Walkowicz continues to bat 1.000. Her books answer every question anyone has thought to ask about puppies and grown dogs. Following her suggestions, the novice should easily find the dog that suits him and feel confident that he can take proper care of it. This book is a winner.”

					—	Esme Treen, coauthor, The Dalmatian (Howell Book House, 1980) and The New Dalmatian (Howell Book House, 1992); editor emeriti, The Spotter Quarterly

				“Before you even think about getting a dog, to do it right you have to read this book. Chris Walkowicz walks you through all aspects of the many decisions about what to do and what not to do in making your choice. Then, with the insight born of experience and a bit of wise humor, she gives you the kind of thumbnail sketch of each breed that will help you choose just the right canine to be your companion for years.”

					—	Jacklyn E. Hungerland, PhD, judge and breeder, author of The Miniature Pinscher, Reigning King of Toys (Howell Book House, 2000)

				“Unique about this book are the author’s individual analyses of recognized breeds with insightful recommendations and cautious warnings as to suitability for prospective owners, home environment, and expectations. The easy-to-read format, laced with tact and humor, offers an astounding amount of information that answers vital questions everyone should ask when choosing a puppy.”

					—	Rachel Page Elliott, author of Dogsteps (DoralPublishing)

				“Chris Walkowicz has focused on the basic personality of each dog breed so that prospective buyers may select a true companion to match their lifestyle. This is a living reference work for both the new and the long-time dog lover.”

					—	Robert J. Berndt, DVM

				“Choosing a Dog For Dummies is an excellent guide to selecting the breed best suited for the needs of its owner. It also should make the owner aware of what he or she will be required to do to properly maintain the health and welfare of the dog. Any dog wisely purchased and correctly maintained is an asset to the owner and the Fancy.”

					—	Melbourne T. L. Downing, JD, dog show judge

				“Once again, Chris has combined excellent in-depth information with a sense of humor and balance. This is a book for everyone: breeders, owners, and prospective puppy buyers.”

					—	Blackie H. Nygood, dog breeder and award-winning writer for Dog News magazine

				

				Choosing a Dog For Dummies®

				by Chris Walkowicz

				
				[image: WileyTitlePageLogo.eps]
				

				Choosing a Dog For Dummies®

				Published by
Wiley Publishing, Inc.
111 River St.
Hoboken, NJ 07030-5774
www.wiley.com

				Copyright © 2011 by Wiley Publishing, Inc., Indianapolis, Indiana

				Published simultaneously in Canada

				No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, scanning, or otherwise, except as permitted under Sections 107 or 108 of the 1976 United States Copyright Act, without either the prior written permission of the Publisher, or authorization through payment of the appropriate per-copy fee to the Copyright Clearance Center, 222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923, 978-750-8400, fax 978-646-8600. Requests to the Publisher for permission should be addressed to the Permissions Department, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 111 River Street, Hoboken, NJ 07030, (201) 748-6011, fax (201) 748-6008, or online at http://www.wiley.com/go/permissions.

				Trademarks: Wiley, the Wiley Publishing logo, For Dummies, the Dummies Man logo, A Reference for the Rest of Us!, The Dummies Way, Dummies Daily, The Fun and Easy Way, Dummies.com, Making Everything Easier!, and related trade dress are trademarks or registered trademarks of John Wiley & Sons, Inc. and/or its affiliates in the United States and other countries, and may not be used without written permission. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. Wiley Publishing, Inc., is not associated with any product or vendor mentioned in this book.

				Limit of Liability/Disclaimer of Warranty: The contents of this work are intended to further general scientific research, understanding, and discussion only and are not intended and should not be relied upon as recommending or promoting a specific method, diagnosis, or treatment by physicians for any particular patient. The publisher and the author make no representations or warranties with respect to the accuracy or completeness of the contents of this work and specifically disclaim all warranties, including without limitation any implied warranties of fitness for a particular purpose. In view of ongoing research, equipment modifications, changes in governmental regulations, and the constant flow of information relating to the use of medicines, equipment, and devices, the reader is urged to review and evaluate the information provided in the package insert or instructions for each medicine, equipment, or device for, among other things, any changes in the instructions or indication of usage and for added warnings and precautions. Readers should consult with a specialist where appropriate. The fact that an organization or Website is referred to in this work as a citation and/or a potential source of further information does not mean that the author or the publisher endorses the information the organization or Website may provide or recommendations it may make. Further, readers should be aware that Internet Websites listed in this work may have changed or disappeared between when this work was written and when it is read. No warranty may be created or extended by any promotional statements for this work. Neither the publisher nor the author shall be liable for any damages arising herefrom.

				For general information on our other products and services, please contact our Customer Care Department within the U.S. at 877-762-2974, outside the U.S. at 317-572-3993, or fax 317-572-4002.

				For technical support, please visit www.wiley.com/techsupport.

				Wiley also publishes its books in a variety of electronic formats. Some content that appears in print may not be available in electronic books.

				Library of Congress Control Number: 2001090675

				ISBN: 0-7645-5310-0

				Manufactured in the United States of America

				10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

				
				
				[image: WileycopyrightLogo.eps]

				

				

				About the Author

				Chris Walkowicz has been deeply involved with the dog world since 1965. She and her husband, Ed, have raised and shown German Shepherds and Bearded Collies under the Walkoway banner (along with three sons and a daughter, under the Walkowicz banner).

				Chris is an AKC dog show judge, as well as an award-winning author of dog books, columns, and articles. She is active in rescue, and her goal is to put allrescue groups out of business — by helping all dogs to have loving homes. The best way to accomplish this is through advising prospective buyers how,why, when, and where to find the perfect dog. Choosing a Dog For Dummies does this in addition to helping people determine who should — or shouldn’t — own a dog. And for those who are ready for the adventure, this book can help you know which breed to choose. 

				Chris is the President of the Dog Writers Association of America. Among her accomplishments are DWAA Best Book, the DWAA Communicators Award and being honored as FIDO Woman of the Year. But more important, she says, is her philosophy: “If I can save just one dog’s life, my work will be worthwhile.” 
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				Committed to the Human/Companion Animal Bond

				Thank you for choosing a book brought to you by the pet experts at Howell Book House, a division of Wiley Publishing, Inc. And welcome to the family of pet owners who’ve put their trust in Howell books for nearly 40 years!

				Pet ownership is about relationships — the bonds people form with their dogs, cats, horses, birds, fish, small mammals, reptiles, and other animals. Howell Book House/Wiley Publishing, understands that these are some of the most important relationships in life, and that it’s vital to nurture them through enjoyment and education. The happiest pet owners are those who know they’re taking the best care of their pets — and with Howell books owners have this satisfaction. They’re happy, educated owners, and as a result, they have happy pets, and that enriches the bond they share.

				Howell Book House was established in 1961 by Mr. Elsworth S. Howell, an active and proactive dog fancier who showed English Setters and judged at the prestigious Westminster Kennel Club show in New York. Mr. Howell based his publishing program on strength of content, and his passion for books written by experienced and knowledgeable owners defined Howell Book House and has remained true over the years. Howell’s reputation as the premier pet book publisher is supported by the distinction of having won more awards from the Dog Writers Association of America than any other publisher. Howell Book House/Wiley Publishing, has over 400 titles in publication, including such classics as The American Kennel Club’s Complete Dog Book, the Dog Owner’s Home Veterinary Handbook, Blessed Are the Brood Mares, and Mother Knows Best: The Natural Way to Train Your Dog.

				When you need answers to questions you have about any aspect of raising or training your companion animals, trust that Howell Book House/Wiley Publishing, has the answers. We welcome your comments and suggestions, and we look forward to helping you maximize your relationships with your pets throughout the years.
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				Introduction

				I can state, unequivocally, after picking up the remains of throwaway dogs, that no dummies need own dogs. Only people who care enough to find out how to do things right need ever be responsible for the life of a living creature. The good news is that you’ve proven by picking up this book that you’re not a dummy!

				It’s funny. People research buying a lawn mower or a car, an inanimate object that will be part of their household for only a few short years. But when it comes to buying a dog, they fall victim to the first pair of soulful eyes they see. With proper care, a dog becomes an interactive part of their lives for a dozen years or more. Maybe I need to change the first sentence of this paragraph to “It’s tragic.”

				By making a well-thought-out decision when buying a pup (or an adult dog), you not only save the pup from the bewilderment of being cast off, but you also protect yourself and your family from the heartache of parting with a living, loving pet. Your kids learn the value of life. And, what’s more, you save yourself some dollars when you do it right the first time.

				Why This Book?

				Only God and family come above my love for dogs. I loved dogs during my self-imagined horribly deprived childhood, when my only pets were a bird that wouldn’t talk and a plaster dog prize from the county fair. I cried when we took the pup that followed me home to the shelter instead of keeping him. Now I know my parents’ wisdom in delaying my dog ownership. I wasn’t ready for the responsibility — and, even more important, neither were they.

				I made up for it as an adult, owning as many as a dozen dogs at a time. The passion still continues. My heart breaks at every picture, news story, or rescue of a homeless dog. Through the years, I’ve discovered one thing that is more important than anything else when it comes to dog ownership: If the owners are miserable, the dog will be miserable too. And when they’re happy, so is the dog! So my aim is to make sure everyone understands from the get-go what they’re in for when they buy a dog as a pet.

				Through owners telling all (the good, the bad, and the ugly) about their breeds, a prospective buyer knows up front what to expect. Neatniks know which ones shed. Allergy sufferers can sort through less sneeze-provoking breeds. A Komondor (a breed of dog) lover can tell you which end’s for kissing and which one is for cleanup.

				How This Book Is Organized

				Unless you’re a die-hard cover-to-cover reader like me, you’ll probably read this book in bits and pieces. Of course, each word is a gold nugget of information. But not to worry if you’re a skimmer. Each chapter stands on its own. No one is left hanging over the edge of a cliff at the end of a chapter. If you like Retrievers, go to Chapter 8. When you want to find a breeder, read Chapter 3. Or you can roll the dice and start reading anywhere. This book is sure to help you make a decision.

				Part I: Testing Your Pet-Ability

				To buy or not to buy? Buyer, know thyself! How do you sort through all these breeds? For those who are trying to decide between getting an adult or a puppy, a high-energy or laid-back dog, watchdog or lap dog, the information in this part helps you make all these decisions and more.

				Part II: Finding Fido

				How and where do you find a breeder? Who’s good? Who’s bad? This part offers tips in buying a puppy sight unseen. It includes the questions you need to ask, as well as those you’ll be expected to answer. Once you’ve decided on a breed and found a breeder, the next step is matching the right pup to you. This part also offers tips for buyers who choose to get a dog from other sources, whether they be shelters, rescue organizations, neighbors, or pet stores.

				Part III: Puppy Protection, Papers,andPuddles

				Before you can bring your new dog home, you’ll need to prepare for the homecoming. This part is full of practical tips for taking care of your dog and adjusting to your new life. It also helps you navigate through all the registration and pedigree issues. Paperwork can be confusing, and because it isn’t usual to bring an agent or attorney along for the purchase of a pup, this part can help you know what to expect. 

				Part IV: A Panorama of Breeds

				This part introduces the breeds in their AKC groups. Although all the breeds are individual, each group of breeds has some similarities. Each group was developed to serve a particular purpose, such as herding or hunting, and, thus, has familial instincts. You’ll find useful information about size, grooming demands, ideal human/canine matches, and more, presented with each breed. Health proclivities are included as well. Be sure to check Appendix A for explanations of various medical terms.

				Part V: The Part of Tens

				Helpful hints to make life with your new dog smooth from prepurchase to postpurchase. Preparing yourself for a big life change. Now that you’ve made the decision, you can explore what every puppy parent needs to know.

				Appendixes

				At the end of this book, you’ll find two appendixes. One is a medical glossary. It may not make you an MD or a DVM, but at least you’ll know the difference between sebaceous adenitis and subaortic stenosis. Armed with this knowledge, you’ll be able to ask questions about a breeder’s bloodlines (er, her dog’s at least). The other appendix contains a list of helpful resources.

				Icons Used in This Book

				Just like dog hair, these cute little icons are scattered everywhere throughout this book, attracting your eye to the important stuff, things to watch out for, and ways to do things better.

				[image: Tip.eps]Tips are helpful hints, showing you how to benefit from the mistakes others and I have made before you!

				[image: Remember]A paw with a string around a toe serves as a friendly reminder — to tap you on the shoulder or to point out stuff you shouldn’t forget.

				[image: Warning]Watch out! These are traps to avoid.

				[image: TechnicalStuff.eps]Things only die-hard enthusiasts need to know. Then again, you may find them interesting.

				Politically Correct Pets

				Dogs are hes and shes, just like people. Because I find it a pain in the pinky finger to continually type he/she or him/her, I refer to some of the dogs in this book as he and others as she.

				How to Reach Me

				If you enjoy this book or have questions that I haven’t thought to answer, try contacting me at walkoway@revealed.net. If you don’t like the book, lose this address.

			

			
		

	
		
			

			
				Part I

				Testing Your Pet-Ability
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			In this part . . .

				You’ll examine your readiness to become a puppy parent. This is when you need to check facts, facilities, and finances. It’s an exciting time, but one when you need to coast, examining the pros and cons of adding a pet to the household rather than zooming full speed ahead. “Borrring!” That’s probably what you’re thinking when you’d rather be curling up with your new pup. But truth is, the decisions you make now will affect you for the next decade or longer. Think first, because when your senses are blurred by sweet kisses, thinking about the consequences of love at first sight is difficult.

			

			
		

	
		
			
				Chapter 1

				Ready? Set? Stop! What You Need to Know Before You Buy

				In This Chapter

				[image: arrow] Making sure there’s room in your life for a dog

				[image: arrow] Recognizing your responsibilities

				[image: arrow] Calculating the cost of dog ownership

				[image: arrow] Taking a dog for a test drive

				You’re on the mark. You’re ready to run . . . straight to the nearest pair of wistful puppy eyes. Whoa, there! Ever hear about those times when people could kick themselves? Uh huh. This is one of them.

				If you buy a shirt that doesn’t fit, it’s no big deal. You simply return it or give it to one of your kids. Poor magazine choices can be thrown away or canceled. When you cave in to puppy love, however, it’s a dog of a different color— although a few good yellow dogs (some Labs, for example, and Old Yeller) are out there. The time for deciding whether to buy, as well as how, when, and where to do it, is before you look into those big brown eyes. Putting a cute pup down and walking away is downright impossible, especially after she snuggles close to you and licks the tip of your nose.

				The wide and wonderful world of dogs boasts more than 400 breeds of canines. Finding a puppy seems like a simple task, but it can appear overwhelming when it comes to finding just the right dog — the perfect dog— foryou. This book helps you sort through the whens, wheres, and hows of finding a dog. First of all, it showcases about 150 of the more popular breeds that you’re likely to see in North America, albeit some are pretty unusual!

				The chapters in this book take care of much of the research involved in choosing a dog, presenting advice gained from hundreds of long-time owners, people who care deeply about their puppies, their various breeds, and, in general, all dogs. They share their experiences, hoping that, with a knowledgeable purchase, the need for rescue will be less likely. Their advice is golden. If everyone buying or breeding a dog strives to become responsible, then people who are involved with rescue can turn their energies toward raising funds for veterinary research, conducting education seminars, or simply having more time with their own dogs.

				Knowing What You’re In For

				Dogs must have physical care to thrive. The necessities of life include shelter, coat care, fresh water, good-quality food, prevention of illness, companionship, and medical treatment when needed. Society has changed wild, self-sufficient (albeit short-lived) canines into pets who cannot provide for themselves. As long as the large, white porcelain water bowl in the bathroom is kept flushed, all but the smallest can find water, and occasionally a bread crust is nibbled beneath the baby’s chair or a steak is snarfed from the countertop. But other than that, dogs are pretty much dependent upon us.

				Returning a pup after human and canine hearts become connected is painful. Yet disposing of a dog because you’ve satisfied a temporary whim is unfair. So right now — before you buy — is the time to examine your lifestyle, facilities, and pocketbook. Forethought eliminates pain later for dogs and people. After your self-examination, you may find that a dog isn’t a good choice for you at all. Maybe you’d be better off with a cat, a fish, or a pet rock.

				[image: Remember]An impulse decision can lead to a lifetime of regret.

				Considering Your Lifestyle

				Before your heart is set on a new dog, you need to ask yourself the following questions:

				[image: check.png] Is this the right time for adding a dog to my life?

				[image: check.png] Who’s going to watch the pup when my husband goes on his long-planned art retreat?

				[image: check.png] How about the times my wife is tied up with research from dawn to dusk, followed by presiding over a lengthy trial?

				[image: Warning]
					
						Puppies make terrible surprise gifts

						Buying a pet for someone else is one of the worst ideas you can ever have (dumber even than getting matching his-and-hers socket wrench kits for your anniversary). This is particularly true unless you like dogs too and you’re willing to take responsibility the first time your girlfriend steps in a cold puddle in the middle of the night.

					

					Contemplate all aspects of your life, present and future. Although you may not currently have small children, consider the possibility of becoming a parent, or think about visitors, neighbors, or grandchildren. A child can love dogs too much, by hugging them too tightly, falling on them, picking them up the wrong way, or even dropping and seriously injuring them, especially a Toy breed or a puppy.

				And it isn’t always the dog who is injured. Rowdy play can result in a child being knocked over or scratched. Small or timid dogs can snap if cornered. Herding dogs sometimes instinctively round up their charges by nipping at their heels or behinds. Guardian breeds may take their jobs too seriously, especially when “intruders,” such as visiting children, engage in rough, noisy play. You still can choose your ideal dog, but you just may want to wait a few years until your children are older.

				[image: Tip.eps]Scheduling a family meeting and obtaining the approval of everyone who’ll share a household with the pet is a good idea, even if you’ll be the main caretaker — that is, unless you don’t mind sharing a doghouse. The dad who grudgingly buys Junior a dog hoping to teach the lad responsibility will be up to his neck in doggie doo within a week. When Kayla promises she’ll take care of the pup, get real.

				Some people who’ve grown up with pets know that a dog is a treasured friend. If you’re like me, it doesn’t make any difference how busy you are, you simply wouldn’t think of being without a dog — no matter what the obligations — any more than you’d decide to isolate yourself from human family or friends. But even lifelong dog lovers need to realize that circumstances may have changed regarding finances, living quarters, or leisure time. Perhaps having a dog still is possible, but you need to choose wisely. You pay the price, and the dog suffers the consequences when you make a wrong decision.

				Going for Broke

				Dogs are love that money can buy. But the expense doesn’t end with the purchase. Even a dog given to you by a puppy-burdened co-worker doesn’t come without expensive needs. Sure, love and affection are free. Other life necessities are not. Even free dogs cost money.

				A medium-sized dog eats, chews, and barfs his way through approximately $500-plus a year. No skimping on generic dog food for this prince of a pup, so figure $150 for quality food. Dog tags average anywhere from $10 to $50. If your dog is healthy all year, his veterinarian bill still runs $150 or more for exams, vaccinations, flea control, and heartworm prevention. For a dog who needs professional grooming, tack on another $150-plus per year.

				[image: Remember]Big dogs have bigger tummies to fill and more square inches to groom. They also need larger doses of medications and preventatives, as well as bigger and more expensive collars and housing.

				The first year of dog ownership is often the more costly. Babies need supplies to start a good life. Bowls, housing, a brush and comb, and a collar and leash need to be on your list. Do-it-yourselfers need a nail clipper. For those who cringe at the thought, you’ve just broadened the smile on your vet’s or groomer’s face as they tote up the bill. Other smart investments include training classes and fencing for either your yard or an exercise area.

				Perhaps you’re starting a new business and investing a good chunk of your time and finances into succeeding. Better wait before getting a pet. Or you may be saving for a new home. Maybe you need to wait until you have that house and a fenced yard to go with it. If unexpected and unplanned expenses occur lifewise or dogwise, will that extra mouth to feed still be considered a valuable part of the family or another albatross around your neck? Writing out the check to the dog breeder won’t be the last time your pup cracks open your checkbook or picks your pocket.

				[image: Remember]Prices for purebred pups vary, depending on the breed and the breeder’s reputation. Most people want “just a pet.” Show prospects are almost always more expensive.

				Recognizing Your Responsibility

				Responsibility. You know how much you hated that word when your folks first lectured you about it? Well, it follows you the rest of your life. When you adopt a four-legged dependent and take this hairy creature into your home, you’re as responsible for him as much as if you’d brought him into the world. He deserves to be fed, housed, and given vet care for the rest of his life. A pup needs boundaries set for behavior, taught to him in a fair, humane manner, otherwise he’ll go as far out of bounds as any normal human teenager. The difference is most human kids don’t bite even when they’re out of control.

				Dogs need exercise and mental stimulation to be mentally and physically healthy. They can’t do this by themselves. Even with a huge, safely fenced area, they won’t run around and play unless someone can join their pack and share in the fun. They also may pick inappropriate ways to entertain themselves when left to their own devices — chewing the siding off the house, digging in the prize petunia patch, or barking at imaginary friends.

				[image: Remember]Some dog owners view the responsibilities of ownership as a pleasure. When you compare caring for a dog with some other responsibilities, like teaching a teen to drive (and actually handing over the keys), paying bills, and covering college tuition, your dog’s needs will be relatively simple:

				[image: check.png] Safety

				[image: check.png] Exercise

				[image: check.png] Shelter

				[image: check.png] Food and water

				[image: check.png] Training

				[image: check.png] Vet care

				Although simple, the items in this list are essential. Provide these things and you ensure that you have an appreciative, loving buddy for a long time to come. Without these essentials, you not only compromise your dog’s health, but you also risk turning him into a creature with less than desirable habits, including

				[image: check.png] Barking all night

				[image: check.png] Stealing food

				[image: check.png] Making the Persian rug the puppy potty

				[image: check.png] Turning the antique credenza into toothpicks

				[image: check.png] Biting

				Before you buy a dog, be sure that you’re ready to accept the responsibilities of ownership — all of them. Once you’re truly ready to be a dog owner, the rewards are many.

				Besides your exciting new relationship with your new best friend, you’ll develop a couple others with the breeder of this perfect pup and your veterinarian. A responsible (there’s that word again) breeder always answers your questions, cheers you on, and shares your sorrow a dozen years down the road. See Chapter 3 for more information on breeders. Good vets (and there should be no other kind) recommend everything you need to do to ensure the health of your dog for many years. You can find more on vets in Chapter 6.

				[image: Tip.eps]Choose relationships wisely. During conversations, you’ll have good or bad vibes. Pay attention to them. Someone may have referred you to this person, but you have to deal with him or her in person or on the phone. Follow your gut feeling; if it doesn’t feel right, walk away.

				Keeping your dog safe

				Being a good puppy parent means making certain that your dog is safe at all times. Unlike the old days when someone almost always was at home, many demands are placed on the time of today’s family, whose members are often away from the home front. Puppies are much like human toddlers. They’re curious, and left to their own devices, they provide entertainment (and danger) for themselves. This can mean chewing on electrical cords, visiting the kids across the highway, or swallowing the pork chop bones left in the trash.

				Giving lots of exercise

				No dog park? No yard? You still can give your dog exercise without jeopardizing his safety — but exercise he must! Jog with him. Enroll in agility classes. Retractable leashes extend the dog’s freedom from 16 feet to a whopping 32 feet. However, be sure you’re adept at using one and that plenty of space is open so the dog doesn’t wind the leash around trees or legs (painful rope burns!), or, worse, dart in front of a car.

				Providing adequate shelter

				If you leave your dog outdoors for any length of time, he needs suitable shelter from the sun, rain, and cold, as well as a respite from the public eye. Even a dog wants to be alone now and then. He seeks a protected place for a nap. Fresh water must be available at all times, indoors or out.

				The following list includes several good options for keeping your dog from running loose and possibly causing injury to himself or others:

				[image: check.png] A kennel run (at least 3 by 10 feet, or larger for a big dog) with a house.

				[image: check.png] A crate under a deck or overhang.

				[image: check.png] A doggy door into a garage pen, basement, or house.

				[image: Warning]Whatever you do, don’t chain a dog and leave him. A chain makes a dog feel vulnerable and that he must defend himself. And never use a trolley with a sliding attachment that incites dogs to run back and forth. Dogs can hang themselves on these contraptions (and have done so) if left unsupervised.

				When you can’t be around to supervise Frosty, provide a safe house. The best place — especially for puppies — is a dog kennel, either a crate indoors or a secure fenced area outdoors. If accessible to a little paw or needle-sharp teeth, items still may be damaged, but at least her life won’t be endangered. Smart owners learn to put a favorite toy — one that’s given to her only when she is confined — in the area with Frosty and move other items out of reach.

				[image: Tip.eps]Some owners prefer putting a pup in a kitchen, bathroom, or laundry room while they’re gone. Usually these areas can be shut off with a door or baby gate, have little to damage, and are easily cleaned when messes occur.

				Taking part in training

				Training classes make your dog a treasured family member and good citizen. In fact, the AKC has a test for all dogs — registered, purebred, or mixed — called the Canine Good Citizen (CGC) test. A basic training class teaches your dog to become a CGC. Large metropolitan areas offer many choices for owners who want to train their dogs. But even out in the boonies, like where I live, you usually can find a club or private trainer within a half-hour’s drive.

				Personally, I prefer classes not only for the camaraderie but also for socializing the dog with others of all sizes and breeds. However, the private trainer offers a couple pluses, too. You can arrange training according to your schedule, and the trainer’s attention is not divided among a dozen students, enabling him or her to focus on your needs and your dog’s idiosyncrasies.

				Puppy kindergarten offers the basics in good house manners. These classes usually are recommended to begin as soon as the pup has been inoculated. Formal obedience training can begin any time after the dog reaches 4 months of age. These classes aren’t just for competition or for good citizenship. They can save your dog’s life. One of the more important lessons is the recall, in which your dog learns to come when you call. Imagine if your dog escapes and runs toward a busy street — you can yell “DOWN!” or “JO-JO, COME!” and he’ll do it!

				You may have such a good time with the basics that you’ll consider handling or agility classes. Usually only those people who intend to show in the breed ring attend handling classes. But agility training is for anyone and everyone, all sizes and breeds. Agility gives your dog good exercise racing through an obstacle course. It’s difficult to tell who’s having a better time — the owner or the dog! Although speed is necessary for top prizes, many disabled, elderly, or just plain clumsy people (like me) compete for the fun of it.

				[image: Tip.eps]Not all training clubs or private trainers are listed in the yellow pages. Call your vet or the Better Business Bureau for a referral. Talk to other owners who’ve been pleased with their training experiences as well.

				Remembering essential vet care

				A pup needs inoculations to protect against various canine diseases, including rabies, distemper, and parvovirus. Each year she needs a physical exam, any necessary boosters, and heartworm tests. A preventative for this dangerous parasite is advised in most areas. You may also want to consider flea and tick prevention. Regular vet checks help to establish a patient-doctor relationship that helps if an illness or injury occurs.

				Testing Your Readiness: Rent-a-Dog

				So you’ve just about decided to take the leap. A life is involved here, though, and you want to make sure this is the right decision for you. What can you do to make sure this isn’t a mistake? Many people do a little dog sitting sometime before making the plunge into parenthood. They’re aware of some of the agonies of (albeit temporary) guardianship as well as the many ecstasies. Thus, the answer to your question is, borrow a dog.

				Offer to help a neighbor who has a new puppy and can’t make it home during the lunch hour. You’ll be introduced to overturned water bowls and housebreaking accidents. And you’ll swear Jaws has you by the ankle instead of a 10-pound pup. Pray that it’s winter so you’ll be wearing long pants (rather than shorts) as a protection against those nails when the little darling claws her way up your legs to lick you from ear to ear. An earsplitting yodel greets you as you arrive, and another mourns your departure.

				Thinking about a giant breed? The puppies are so cute and cuddly! But babies do have a way of growing up. Dog-sit your brother’s Great Pyrenees for the week he’s on vacation. Mop up Great Goobers. Clean up elephantine droppings from your yard. If you’re really brave, let Rolf romp in a mud puddle and follow it up with brushing and a bath. Prepare yourself for walks by lifting weights. Long white hair will decorate your wool suit, clog your drains, and keep Rolf in your memory long after he has returned home.

				Volunteer to provide foster care for a dog when the Humane Society is full. If you’re considering a particular breed, contact the rescue organization for the breed’s local or the national clubs. Just like traumatized children, abandoned or abused dogs can’t tell you their nightmares or the tortures of their pasts, and like children, they need love and attention now. A rescued dog can thank you with a gentle wag or by laying his head upon your knee.

				[image: Remember]Once a dog enters your home, it may never leave. Even if it leaves physically, it takes a little piece of your heart.

				Preparing to Leap into Dog Ownership

				The purpose of this book is to help you identify the best dog for you — the one that best suits your lifestyle, your pocketbook, and your living space. The best matches result in lasting friendships for you and your dog.

				Considering your choices

				So you’ve decided you want to take the plunge and introduce a dog into your life — perhaps one of the biggest decisions you’ll ever make. Congratulations! Now you face numerous other choices as you work your way toward dog ownership. You need to think about whether you want an adult dog or a puppy — both have their advantages. Male or female? Pure breed or mixed breed? The information in Chapter 2 helps you make these decisions (and many more) in narrowing down the choices and making sure you get the right dog for you. And of course, all the chapters in Part IV introduce you to the unique characteristics of various breeds.

				Finding the dog of your dreams

				You may have been dreaming of a dog for a long time. Perhaps you even had a particular kind of dog in mind. Now you need to go out and find that dog. Great dogs can be found in plenty of places — through reputable breeders and breed rescue organizations, to name a couple. But once you get there, you still need to know what you’re looking for in an individual dog. Chapter 3 is packed with information about how to find the dog of your dreams, including questions to ask breeders (or sellers) and tips for testing a dog’s temperament.

				Getting ready for the homecoming

				Little is more disruptive to your life than bringing home a new family member— be it human or canine. You’ll need to take steps to prepare your home so that you can welcome your new addition and make the transition easy for both of you. Make sure you provide a safe place your new dog can call “home,” proper food, grooming tools, and plenty of toys. You’ll also need to seek out and establish a relationship with a fantastic veterinarian. She’ll become one of the more important people to your dog — besides you and your family. The information in Chapter 6 can help you get ready to bring home your new baby.

			

			
		

	
		
			
				Chapter 2

				Decisions, Decisions: Narrowing Your Choices

				In This Chapter

				[image: arrow] Assessing your needs and preferences

				[image: arrow] Thinking about what you can offer a dog

				You’ve given a lot of thought to the idea of opening your heart and home to a new dog. You’ve probably already made several decisions. In a few instances, you may have left your options open. Good buyer! Give yourself a pat and a treat!

				Although you know you want to share your life with a dog, choosing one that’s right for you is difficult. This chapter is designed to help you zero in on the canine attributes that are important to you so that you can find the perfect dog to match your needs and wants.

				If one of your fantasies of petopia is to run alongside a canine companion, picking a Siberian Husky or Dalmatian may be better than choosing a Chow Chow or Dachshund — unless, of course, you’re into slow motion. If you want your dog to be comfortable in the water, you might consider a Flat-Coated Retriever or Otterhound — the Skye Terrier and the Afghan Hound were never meant to be swimmers. Think about the activities you want to enjoy with your new dog, and then choose a breed accordingly. 

				You also need to consider the dimensions and conditions of your living quarters, as well as your dog’s eventual home within your home. The same way Toyand hairless breeds don’t do well living outdoors in Alaska, a heavily coated dog suffers in summer heat without fans or air conditioning. Similarly, certain breeds are born to run or to dig, so when you choose one ofthem, security becomes a top priority. The more bounce-to-the-ounce breeds — or those that galumph through the house shaking the foundation — are, perhaps, not the right choices for homes decorated with white carpeting and priceless objets d’art.

				[image: Remember]Whatever the breed, dogs are the only animals that willingly serve humans, partaking in a mutually satisfactory relationship. Unlike Nehru jackets and lava lamps stored in attics, dogs are a blue-chip stock. Anyone investing a heart is sure to reap high returns.

				Deciding on Gender

				Most first-time dog owners express the desire for a female. They seem to feel they’re less trouble. Untrue — I’ve known males just as sweet as any female. They don’t have heat cycles as females do, and if they’re neutered — as all pets need to be — they don’t suffer hormonal surges at puberty.

				Most breeders keep a number of females (or bitches, as they’re called in the dog world) for future litters but house only a male or two. Thus, males are more often available to the pet-buying public. It isn’t unheard of for a pet buyer to obtain a handsome show-quality male, simply because not enough show homes are available for the boys. That isn’t to say that the girls don’t make good pets. It just may be more difficult to find one.

				I’ve seen large females and small males, timid males and bossy bitches. Just like with humans, a few generalizations can be made, but individual characteristics can always change the picture.

				I advise potential buyers to keep open minds about the sex of the dog. The more important qualities to seek are good health and temperament, along with a personality that fits in with your lifestyle.

				[image: Tip.eps]If you hope to breed, it’s better to start with a female. The female (in the dog world) has her pick of suitors. Even if your male is the canine equivalent of Tom Cruise, he must wait for the girls to come to him. But if showing is your bag and you don’t care about becoming a breeder, males often receive the purple and gold ribbons. Generally, they’re larger, flashier, and sport better coats.

				Adopting an Adult or  Preparing for a Puppy

				Thinking about bringing a new baby into the household is an exciting time, but babies have a way of growing up. Adoptive or expectant parents often dream of the joys a little one will add to their lives. They look forward to coos, smiles, gurgles, hugs, cuddles, perfect portraits, and playing ball. However, they also tend not to think about the less enchanting moments: puking, teething, disturbed sleep, potty training, and nighttime howls —whether the baby is human or canine. Of course, you can rarely choose a child’s age when you add one to your family, but you do when you’re choosing your dog.

				[image: Remember]Puppies take patience!

				Once puppies become teenagers, at about 9 months, they’re through the worst stages. You don’t have to pace the floor until 3 a.m. waiting for them to return home. Hugs aren’t followed by wheedling to borrow the car or a pitch for a raise in allowance. The only tattoo you have to worry about is an ID number of your choice. And you can neuter them.

				Adult dogs burst full bloom into your life. What you see is what you get. It’s obvious how big the dog is going to be. His personality already is developed with no unexpected growling. If he’s likely to snarl, you’ll find out right away, and you won’t be sucked in by sweet toddler kisses. And by the time he reaches a year of age, many health problems will be apparent.

				Adult dogs can be the solution for the family who is away from home during the day. Grown dogs can stay by themselves for longer periods of time than puppies can. Some have had basic training or are housebroken. They’ve had their initial shots and may even have been spayed or neutered.

				Of course, some of the perks to having puppies include the humorous antics, puppy breath, and oh-so-cute cuddliness. And adult dogs have a few drawbacks, such as possible emotional baggage and losing a precious year or more. But, if you want to skip the terrible twos or temperamental teens, think about getting an adult dog.

				Good Grief! Grooming Gertrude

				Certain breeds must be professionally groomed; some need merely to be brushed frequently. Still others come with wash-and-wear coats. A longhaired dog is gorgeous when combed and gleaming, but that same animal looks even filthier and more tangled than a smooth-coated one if his owner doesn’t spend the necessary time to brush and care for his coat. If you barely have time to brush your own or your kids’ hair, don’t kid yourself that you’ll take the time to brush your dog’s hair. It’s best if you avoid dogs with long hair and stick with the easy-maintenance breeds.

				For most breeds, proper and consistent grooming with brush and comb usually removes dead (ready-to-shed) hair. Nevertheless, people who suffer allergies or who simply prefer to avoid dog fluff wafting about the house can find happiness with hairless breeds or those that shed minimally.

				And contrary to popular opinion, long hair doesn’t shed any more than short hair — it’s just longer! In many cases, the longer hair makes less of a mess around the house because the clumps are easier to pick up than zillions of little pointy shorter hairs sticking in cushions or carpet. 

				[image: Remember]Even short-coated dogs must be brushed and bathed. Grooming probably won’t take as long or have to be scheduled as frequently. Yet grooming sessions are still necessary to keep your dog looking good and feeling great.

				Considering Size: Better Believe It Matters

				A large dog doesn’t necessarily need a mansion. A lethargic giant uses less space than a tiny dynamo dashing from sofa to windowsill to front door and back to sofa. Most dogs are content in the homes of their masters, be it huge or humble. One of the bigger breeds can do just as well in the city as in the country, as long as the animal receives the proper exercise.

				Tiny breeds aren’t inevitably the ideal choice for a family with small tots. In fact, many big dogs have a reputation for being easygoing and patient with children. A large breed is not as likely to be injured by a slamming door or a toddler teething on his ear. He may rise, knocking down the infant on a well-cushioned bottom, but doesn’t need to retaliate with teeth to protect himself.

				Keep in mind that a larger breed can be more difficult to manage simply because of mass weight. Nudging a Komondor over a car seat is a little harder than shoving even the most defiant Toy breed!

				Choosing a Pooch to Match Your Pep

				As you’re thinking about what kind of dog you want, consider your own level of activity: Are you more like a marathon runner or a couch potato? Choose a dog with an energy level similar to your own so you can enjoy activities together.

				The amount of activity a dog requires doesn’t depend on his size, but rather on his attitude. Some of the giant breeds, for instance, are happiest when snoozing in the sun, while high-energy breeds demand daily and vigorous exercise. Frisky dogs are more in tune with hikers than an 80-year-old quilting devotee.

				Whatever your hobby may be — whether it’s hunting, biking, or sledding — you can find a breed of dog panting to join the fun. Some dogs are content to lie on the sofa, while others require regular, exhaustive exercise.

				Waxing Temperamental

				Some breeds love playing and tumbling on the floor with children. A few dogsprefer one or two persons and remain aloof from others. Let’s face it: Children are noisy, enthusiastic creatures. They shriek. They run. They slam doors. These activities can make even devoted parents’ nerves stand up and quiver. Excitable dogs can be driven to distraction. Calm, placid breeds join the fun, or they snore through the commotion.

				If you’re a loner, you may not mind having a pup who is aloof with others but devoted to you alone. Quiet couples who enjoy a leisurely stroll, followed by a good book and sharing popcorn with their canine friend, are apt to prefer a friendly, easygoing pup.

				I spend my days chained to a computer, but nights and weekends are dedicated to family and doggie activities. This variant lifestyle demands that my dogs be content to loll about during the day, yet up for agility classes or dog shows when I want them to join me.

				[image: Tip.eps]Know thyself first. Then find thy soulmate.

				Watching Out for You

				Statistics show that people, homes, and businesses with doggie doorbells are less frequently the victims of break-ins and attacks. Think about whether you want a dog who will simply announce visitors or one who will protect your home. If you’re looking for protection, your choice is not limited to large breeds. Dwarf or giant, dogs make a lot of noise — yaps, growls, and booming barks serve as canine alarm systems. For those intending to burgle, shunning the dog and moving on to the next place is simpler. Little teeth, after all, hurt as much as big ones.

				Dogging It Indoors or Out

				Before you choose a dog, you need to think about where you’re planning to keep him. Some circumstances demand an outdoor domicile for the canine member of the family. However, a few breeds simply must live indoors because they may suffer in extreme temperatures. Others, with adequate shelter, adapt to virtually any weather. But all dogs do better living inside with the family at least a part of every day.

				[image: Remember]A good relationship with his people is difficult for a dog to develop when he’s separated from the rest of the family. Bonding is easier when your pet is your shadow by day and your foot warmer at night. Ignoring the urge to scratch behind an ear is easier when you have to go to the backyard to do it, but doing so doesn’t make for a happy relationship.

				Thinking about Health and Longevity

				Dogs, like people, are living longer. New technology, better nutrition, and genetic testing of parents help increase the life span of puppies. Even things like TLC (indoor living and routine vet care) and laws (no more running loose to be poisoned by garbage, squashed by a car, attacked by more powerful animals, or shot by an angry CO — canine objector) are helping us enjoy our dogs longer. Owners can expect their pets to live an average of a dozen years.

				It may seem odd to be asking about life expectancy before you even decide about a pup, but now is the best time. You can’t change your mind once you’ve given your heart to a dog. Just as heart problems or high blood pressure and other diseases can run in family lines, so can certain canine problems. You can find specific health concerns listed for each breed in Part IV. The Medical Glossary in the back of the book provides additional health-related information.

				[image: Tip.eps]If you get your dog from a breeder, ask the ages of her oldest dogs. This information will give you an idea of how long you can expect yours to live.

				Dogs never live long enough. Whenever we lose them, it’s always too soon. But knowing their life expectancy prepares us better for the inevitable. As a rule, most small breeds outlive larger ones, although teeny-tiny isn’t necessarily better. Giants have the shortest life span. Within a breed, however, some lines can become canine centenarians.

				Generally, old age symptoms occur as follows:

				[image: check.png] Small. Senior citizens at 13 or 14.

				[image: check.png] Medium. Receive AARC (retired canines) card at age 11.

				[image: check.png] Large. Usually slow down by age 10.

				[image: check.png] Giant. Often near retirement by 7 or 8 years of age.

				Any dog can become ill or develop an anomaly, and it isn’t always predictable. But buying a well-bred dog from a conscientious, ethical breeder increases the chances of your having a healthy pet.

				The time to avoid these kinds of drawbacks is before you make your purchase. Research the breed. Talk to a veterinarian about breed dispositions. Ask other owners. Check out the Internet or books, such as Successful Dog Breeding, by Chris Walkowicz and Bonnie Wilcox, DVM, that list problems that may occur in particular breeds.

				The bottom line: A knowledgeable buyer has a better chance of finding and raising a healthy pet.

				Picking from Popular or Rare Litters

				Presidential preferences, movies, and even commercials affect the popularity of various breeds. Often more popular (and thus more numerous) breeds are less expensive to buy. For one thing, the market leans toward the buyer. For another, breeders may not have to travel across the country to find a good stud. Because more studs are available, their service fees are often less than the harder-to-find breeds.

				Tiny dogs are always popular pets, hence the Toy Poodle, Chihuahua, Yorkshire Terrier, and Pomeranian that fit easily into lives, limos, or laps. But large, protective breeds also take turns as top dog. The Doberman Pinscher and German Shepherd both served their time in the limelight. Rottweilers and Akitas were the penultimate choice in the 1980s. If you’re interested in owning a popular breed, check out the color insert which features the 20 most popular breeds in the U.S.

				[image: Tip.eps]Every spring, usually in April, the AKC publishes its annual registration statistics from the previous year in the AKC Gazette.

				[image: Warning]	The biggest curse of popularity is that every Tom, Dick, and Hairy jumps into the breeding frenzy, hoping to cash in on the pups-for-profit plan, and many don’t know what they’re doing. Even worse than unknowledgeable breeders are uncaring ones. Puppy mills, puppy farms, !@#$%^, whatever you want to call them, see only a way to make a quick buck, and they do. Breed ’em, birth ’em, wean ’em, ship ’em. They read the signs of rising popularity like the latest thriller.

				For some people, what’s in is therefore out. They want the unusual and eclectic. When the Chinese Shar-Pei was in danger of extinction some years back, an appeal was made to the American public. It wasn’t long before the dog with skin three sizes too large for its body became the darling of the media and pet owners longing for the exotic.

				Currently, rare breeds are so far out, they’re in. The more unusual, the better— such as the hairless Peruvian Inca Orchid or the Xoloitzcuintli (“show-low-eats-queen-tlee”), commonly called a Xolo. For those who are drawn to the unusual and eclectic, rare breeds attract attention. Several are among those recently recognized by the AKC, and others, while purebred, are on the path toward recognition. Chapter 15 is the place to turn for information about rare and miscellaneous breeds.

				Two for the Show

				Many people are looking for companion animals, especially first-time buyers. You want a friend for yourself and a playmate for the kids — someone to come home to who greets you with joy every time you open the door. Someone who doesn’t care if you have bad breath and who doesn’t judge you by the size of your paycheck or the importance of your place in society. Every dog thinks his master is a prince whether he lives in a palace or a cardboard box.

				In many cases, the only pet requirements are four legs and a wagging tail (or a wagging tush on docked breeds). Of course, health and temperament are top priority, but if the dog adores you, who cares if his ears aren’t set on straight or if his eyes are blue rather than brown? Or if he prefers rolling in leaves to flushing out game?

				Well, you may, if you’re looking for a dog to show or to compete.

				[image: check.png] Conformation. If you want to compete in shows, ear, eye, and tooth placements are features to consider. The list becomes larger and more exacting when you search for a dog who will become a Champion. If the idea entices you, familiarize yourself with the breed standard (a list of the required characteristics of a breed — each recognized breed has one) before starting your puppy search. Check it out in an official book such as The Complete Dog Book, the official publication of the AKC (Howell Book House), or do some research on the Internet (look under registry Web sites).

				[image: check.png] Obedience competition. Obedience competitors opt for dogs who work energetically and with precision. These dogs include Golden Retrievers, German Shepherds, Border Collies, Shetland Sheepdogs, and Poodles. Obedience not only gives you a chance to compete with your lop-eared Cattle Dog or oversized Beagle, but also gives you a well-behaved pet.

				[image: check.png] Agility. Agility is like canine Olympics — leaping, jumping, and climbing. Dogs love it, and so do their owners. It helps both of you keep in shape and uses up all that extra energy Brandy stored up while you were sitting behind a desk during the day.

				Tracking, agility, and obedience are for all breeds. In addition to these activities, certain groups of dogs were developed for particular jobs. Although few perform these jobs today (any more than their masters hunt mastodon with homemade spears), taking your dog out to a field and watching her do what she was born for is great fun. Trials with cattle or sheep round up all the herding-dog enthusiasts. Sighthounds seem to move faster than a wink in lure-coursing events. Terriers really dig earthdog tests. Hunting tests and field trials are bang-up occasions for the sporting dogs and even some hounds.

				If these seem intriguing, look for dogs whose lines boast titles in these arenas. Look for breeders who participate in these events themselves. Some kennels specialize in performance events, and a few breeders pride themselves in producing dogs that “can do.” Your best bet for a canine playmate is one of the agile, active breeds.

				[image: Tip.eps]Maybe you aren’t looking for titles, but you’d like to be active with your dog. Flyball is a team competition in which the dogs jump hurdles, catch a ball released from a box, and return to the handler as the next dog is released. Frisbee goes straight to the heart of many a pup who loves to fly high.

				
					Presidential pups

					Franklin Roosevelt’s Scottish Terrier, Fala, brought Scotties to prominence during the 1930s and 1940s. These wee, tough Highlanders were welcomed even in staunchly GOP households. Other presidential first pups have included the following:

					[image: check.png] George Washington, a true dog man, loved hunting. His friend, the Marquis de Lafayette, sent him several Foxhounds, Beagles, and Grand Bleu de Gascognes.

					[image: check.png] James Buchanan filled the White House with his Newfoundland, who tipped the scales at 170 pounds.

					[image: check.png] James Garfield named his favorite dog Veto.

					[image: check.png] Teddy Roosevelt’s menagerie included Rat Terriers, a Bull Terrier,  a St. Bernard,  and a Chesapeake Bay Retriever.

					[image: check.png] Calvin Coolidge owned a terrier who nipped at White House staff but was more popular than Cal.

					[image: check.png] John F. Kennedy had a number of dogs. Jackie’s favorite was a German Shepherd.

					[image: check.png] Lyndon Johnson had Beagles, mostly named Him or Her.

					[image: check.png] Richard Nixon’s kids played with Checkers, a Cocker Spaniel, who inspired a famous speech.

					[image: check.png] Gerald Ford’s Golden Retriever, Liberty, broke up several meetings.

					[image: check.png] Millie Bush was the only author among the First Dogs, making her one of the more famous English Springer Spaniels and the pet of George Herbert Walker Bush.

					[image: check.png] Bill Clinton’s White House buddy was Buddy, a Lab.

					[image: check.png] George W. Bush has a Scottish Terrier.

					This all goes to show that if you have political ambitions, your dog can be your best campaigner.

				

				A Little Bit of This, a Little Bit of That

				Some people prefer a mixed breed — or a dog of mixed ethnic background may just choose them. Mixed breeds can make just as wonderful pets as their blue-blooded cousins. It’s rather like picking a Peke-a-poo in a poke, although that can be half the fun.

				The challenge for mixed-breed owner is to guess what characteristics the dog is likely to have. When the sire is a wirehaired Dachshund, and the dam a Great Dane, it not only presents a question of How on earth? but also of whose genes are going to win out. Will the pup have Dad’s or Mom’s coat? Will he be mini or mammoth? Will his urges direct him to eradicate the rodent population or to patrol his estate? You might have a harlequin, wire-haired dog with short legs and a medium-sized body with a booming bark.

				Mixes that are known to have ancestry from one group or another are likely to show the same instincts that a purebred of those same groups would have. A Lab-Shepherd mix likely has a great deal of energy, affection, and loyalty. But when there are big differences in the breeding stock (for instance, a Siberian with an urge to run and roam mixing with a Pug who’d much rather cuddle in your lap), it can be hard to tell. Having no idea what your pup’s background is makes it even trickier to determine what the pup’s adult personality will be. Then it becomes a wait-and-see game.

				[image: Warning]A mixed breed isn’t necessarily healthier than a purebred. If the father has a heart anomaly, you have a 50 percent chance that your pup will inherit the genes that cause the defect. The particular breed of the parents doesn’t matter. What does matter is whether the parents are healthy and their ancestors were also.

			

			
		

	
		
			

			
				
				
					Part II

					Finding Fido
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					In this part . . .

					Finding your soul mate can be a smidgeon more difficult than letting your “fingers do the walking through the Yellow Pages.” This part runs the gamut from finding the right person to finding the right individual dog.

				

			
		

	
		
			
				Chapter 3

				Looking for Love in All the Right Places

				In This Chapter

				[image: arrow] Exploring possible places to find your new dog

				[image: arrow] Buying long-distance

				[image: arrow] Understanding the importance of puppy’s early environment

				[image: arrow] Timing your purchase of a new puppy

				You can find love in three places: right in front of your eyes, further afield but within driving distance, and on the other side of the world. The natural thing is to start at your fingertips, but that isn’t always the best place, nor is it always successful. But with some research, perseverance, and patience, you’re sure to find the perfect dog.

				Don’t close your mind to long-distance buying, because it can be worth the effort. When you’re adding another member to your family, you need to choose carefully. Don’t let a little inconvenience keep you from getting the right dog. After all, you’ll be spending a lot of time, energy, and money on her in the years to come. This chapter introduces you to several means and places for finding your new dog, as well as other issues to consider as you’re looking for the perfect dog.

				Searching at Shows

				If you decide that you want a purebred registered dog, attending a dog show is a good idea. Watch the prestigious Westminster Kennel Club show, which is telecast annually in February, so you can see an overview of all AKC breeds. One (or more) is sure to appeal to you! Shows offer classes for all recognized breeds, plus those that are working toward recognition. Magazines and local clubs furnish information on dates and sites of shows.

				Plan to spend a full day to observe several breeds. Catalogs are available, providing owner information and schedules for each breed. Watch the breeds you’re considering, in and out of the rings, studying behavior and personality. Talk to fanciers and mention your interest in the breed.

				Talking with exhibitors

				[image: Tip.eps]When exhibitors are finished showing and able to relax, they’re pleased to talk about their dogs and willing to answer your questions. Asking just before they walk into the ring, while they’re nervously concentrating on their three minutes in the limelight (especially when accompanied by mussing up the strategically placed hairs of their dog), is liable to invite a snap — from the handler!

				When you have a chance to talk to exhibitors, remember that most of themare breeders. Be prepared for a rosy picture. Remember that they’re enchanted with their chosen breeds, but they are truly a wealth of information. If you really want to know whether a particular breed sheds or can run amarathon with you, ask.

				Benefiting from their experience

				Show breeders usually have dedicated themselves to one or two breeds. Their knowledge is helpful, so you can gain from their experiences instead of having to learn by guess and by golly. Check out the AKC’s Web site at www.akc.org to find breeders in your area (plus a whole lot of other useful information). Let your fingers do the searching!

				Although show breeders enjoy exhibiting (showing) their dogs, most of their puppies are sold as companions for a couple of reasons. First, more people are seeking pets than show dogs. Second, even the best-bred litter usually hasa few puppies that will do better as pets than as show-ring stars. But mostof all, having loving homes is what breeders want for all their puppies — whether they’re pets or show prospects!

				Checking Out the Club Scene

				Many of the people who belong to dog clubs are breeders. National (often called parent clubs), regional, and local kennel clubs provide additional search avenues in your quest for a new dog. Some clubs are limited to a single breed and are known as specialty clubs whether they’re parent, regional, or local. Others are all-breed clubs (also local). Similar group clubs serve breeds within groups, such as all terriers or all sighthounds. And to add further confusion, all-breed clubs rarely have all possible breeds represented within their respective memberships. They just play host to shows that are open to all breeds, as opposed to specialty clubs, which sponsor shows for only one breed.

				[image: Remember]If you want to see lots of one breed, attend a specialty show. If you want to see a few dogs of several breeds, go to an all-breed show.

				No matter what their appellation or location, almost anyone active in a dog club can refer you to breeders — if they don’t happen to breed the kind of dog you want, it’s likely that they can refer you to someone who does. Got that? Networking! That means if a club doesn’t have a member who raises Great Pyrenees, they may know someone who does, or they’ll at least know someone who raises Saint Bernards who can refer you to a Pyr person.

				And don’t forget obedience clubs and other performance event organizations. People who love dogs know scads of other people who love and breed dogs .. . dogs of a feather pack together.

				[image: Tip.eps]Clubs may be listed in the phone book, but many have only small treasuries and, therefore, don’t have phones. Extend your search through a veterinarian or the Better Business Bureau, or ask someone you know who’s attended a training class.

				Researching Rags and Mags

				Most people think of starting their search with the local newspaper. That’s how I found my first dog. Popular breeds are easily found in the classifieds. Like any other source, the advertisers can be reputable, knowledgeable breeders or riffraff, ranging from the salt to the scum of the earth. Few, if any, newspapers require credentials, so it’s up to you, the buyer, to determine whether and where to buy your dog.

				Breeders also advertise in dog magazines. You can probably find several on your local newsstand: the AKC Gazette, Dog Fancy, Dog World, Dogs USA, and Puppies USA. You can search the Internet for other titles.

				When you’ve settled on one or two breeds, read everything you can find on them (especially individual breed books) to gather various viewpoints. Concentrating on chapters that cover character can help you see whether a given breed is really the dog for you. Seek out live examples of the breed so that you can view and interact with them in the flesh.

				Surfin’ the Internet

				If you’re even semi-computer savvy, a world of information is right at your fingertips. If you’re not a whiz, a friend or a librarian may take pity and help you do a search, printing off a few pages. Start with the registering bodies. You can find their Web addresses (URLs) in Appendix B, along with snail-mail addresses if you insist on doing things the slow way.

				Information about almost every breed can be found in cyberspace. Many breeds have their own Web sites, as do individual breeders. National and local clubs are listed as well. They often feature breeder lists.

				[image: Warning]Nobody can guarantee that the people listed on these Web sites are the kind you’d like to have as birth parents of your soon-to-be-adopted pup. Only you can do that by asking discerning questions. The section on questions to ask a breeder (presented later in this chapter) can help you get the information you need.

				Bonding with a Breeder

				No matter how you locate a breeder — at a show, through a club, or over the Internet — buying a puppy from a conscientious breeder is the best way to ensure that you will receive support and that your new addition will be healthy and happy. So how on earth do you tell the difference between a good breeder and a bad one? Go visit and be observant. Look for subtle as well as obvious signs of love and dedication. If the place smells so bad that it brings tears to your eyes, leave. I’m a strong believer in gut feeling. Ask yourself whether you’d trust this person enough to buy a used car from him. If you wouldn’t buy an inanimate object, how can you take a chance on a living creature?

				Recognizing a good breeder

				When the breeder meets you at the door wearing a sweatshirt that reads “Havanese Heaven” and dog tag earrings, you know she’s cuckoo about her breed. That plus the 3-foot stack of dog magazines, the shelves of books and bric-a-brac, and the dog bowls nested beside the kitchen sink are obvious signs. You want a breeder to be crazy about her dogs — it’s a good indication that she’d do anything and everything to ensure their well-being.

				You can discern more subtle signs of devotion when the breeder speaks with enthusiasm about her breed. Still, she should demonstrate that she understands your need to be realistic about any drawbacks of the breed — size, grooming, shedding, or attraction to mud puddles. Their idiosyncrasies may endear dogs of her breed to her; in fact, she may even laugh about the day the puppy puked in the preacher’s Panama hat.

				But a good breeder is a valuable source of information. She knows the history of the breed and what physical problems occasionally occur. She’s likely to introduce you to the adults in her household first so that you know what you’re in for. Puppies always are adorable. A good breeder will

				[image: check.png] Encourage you to train your pup

				[image: check.png] Suggest that you join a local dog club

				[image: check.png] Ask you to keep in touch

				[image: check.png] Offer instructions on feeding, vet care, and grooming

				[image: check.png] Give you spay/neuter requirements for a pet, or show and health documentation if you plan to breed your dog

				[image: check.png] Request that you notify her if you ever need to place your dog

				Notice whether the dogs look at the breeder adoringly and whether she strokes them almost subconsciously when talking to you. A physically sound dog’s eyes shine, the weight is good, and the coat appears to be healthy (albeit a mite ragged in the case of the mother). By evaluating the dogs, you can tell what kind of care they’ve received.

				[image: Remember]Breeders want their puppies to be happy, and the best way to ensure that is for new owners to be happy, too.

				Knowing what questions to ask a breeder 

				Don’t stop with just “How much?” Although we all have to consider expense, money should not be the most important consideration when choosing a dog. The dog’s health and the breeder’s support and ethics should be high on your list of priorities. Ask these questions:

				[image: check.png] How long have you been involved with the breed?

				[image: check.png] Why do you love this breed?

				[image: check.png] Why do you breed dogs?

				[image: check.png] How often do you breed? When do you expect your next litter?

				[image: check.png] May I see the dam (mom) and photos of the sire (dad) and other relatives?

				[image: check.png] Can I see where you raise the pups?

				[image: check.png] What defects occur in this breed? Has she produced any of these? (If so, how many? A low percentage is good. Any breeder of more than two litters is bound to have had some problems.)

				[image: check.png] Are the parents certified to be healthy? (Ask to see certifications.)

				[image: check.png] Do you belong to any clubs? (Clubs often have codes of ethics.)

				[image: check.png] Can I see the pedigree? (Look for titles within the first two generations— a sign of soundness and dedication.)

				[image: check.png] Do you pick the puppy or do I? (She’ll want to match personalities.)

				[image: check.png] What is the medical history of the pups? (Usually one or two inoculations, fecal examination, and possible de-worming.)

				[image: check.png] What does the guarantee cover? (Ask to see the contract.)

				[image: check.png] What is the average lifespan of the breed?

				Families with children want to ask whether the pups have been kid-proofed. Even childless people usually have friends or family whose youngsters visit. And those with one or two well-behaved children often have a half-dozen others running in and out the door, sometimes not as quiet and mannerly. Pups need be exposed to household noises, screeching kids, and wrestling mania if those sounds are to be part of their future life.

				Answering the breeder’s questions 

				A bad breeder doesn’t care what you’re going to do with the dog as long as your check clears. A good breeder genuinely loves his or her pups and wants to make sure that they all have a good lifelong home. Expect good breeders to ask you the following questions:

				[image: check.png] What is your attraction to this breed?

				[image: check.png] Have you thought about the pros and cons of owning a dog?

				[image: check.png] Do you have children — if so, what ages?

				[image: check.png] Have you owned dogs before? How did they die?

				[image: check.png] Will this dog live inside? (Few breeders want to sell to someone who plans to tie a dog outside 24/7.)

				[image: check.png] How do you plan to confine your dog? (The breeder will want you to have a fence or to walk the dog on leash.)

				[image: check.png] Do you realize the expense of raising a dog?

				[image: check.png] Do you understand that this is a commitment of many years?

				[image: check.png] Will you contact me if anything ever occurs that means you must place the dog?

				Now, are you ready to buy the pup? Is this the right place? Think, because this will be your final answer.

				[image: Warning]	Ironically, popularity often sounds a breed’s death knell. Opportunists looking for a quick buck leap into dog breeding to satisfy the desires of pet buyers. Without knowledge of genetics and good breeding practices, the mass-produced misfits are plagued with health and temperament problems. These junkyard dawgs are lost causes when the wind changes direction. To avoid buying trouble, be sure to deal with a reputable breeder.

				Breeding makes no cents

				When you get a dog from a reputable breeder, you can be confident that the dog’s best interest has always been at heart. Most breeders breed dogs because they love them, not because they’re trying to make a quick buck. An average litter of medium-sized dogs produces about five or six pups. Many breeders plan a litter to keep one pup for themselves and/or provide one for a previous buyer. That leaves four or five for sale. Breeder expenses for raising a litter in a caring, nourishing, and healthy environment include the following:

				[image: check.png] Genetic testing for the dam

				[image: check.png] Prebreeding tests for the dam

				[image: check.png] Travel expenses or shipping to the sire

				[image: check.png] Stud fees

				[image: check.png] Puppy food and extra food for the dam

				[image: check.png] Advertising

				[image: check.png] Registrations

				[image: check.png] Long-distance phone calls to prospective buyers (Many breeders also send photos or videos and educational material to prospects.)

				[image: check.png] Pedigrees

				[image: check.png] Initial exams and vaccinations for the pups

				[image: check.png] Puppy-care packages to go home with the adoptive parents

				[image: check.png] Replacement or refund guarantees

				
					In/line/out: Breeding programs

					Geneticists describe inbreeding as being further reaching than one generation, and outcrossing means breeding two different breeds (such as Schnauzers and Beagles). But because you’ll be dealing with breeders rather than scientists, I’ll use the more familiar breeders’ terms.

					In breeder lingo, inbreeding means mating closely related animals — in other words, sister to brother, mother to son, father to daughter. The term linebreeding is used for litters produced with a common ancestor (usually within the first three generations). To breeders, outcrossing occurs when a pedigree (the family tree) contains no (or distant) common ancestors.

					Contrary to popular opinion, inbreeding of animals is no more harmful than any other method of breeding them. Yes, any bad traits can be doubled, but so can the good ones. The keys to success are mating two animals without serious faults and choosing those that compensate for each other’s less-than-perfect characteristics.

					Many breeders employ linebreeding as their method of choice, with judicious use of inbreeding and outcrossing when needed. For instance, a kennel that has used linebreeding successfully for a number of years may find that coat texture has become softer than desired and pigmentation occasionally fades. The breeder looks for an unrelated (preferably linebred) stud who is particularly strong in the characteristics the breeder’s stock is lacking. The best progeny (offspring that exhibit the desired attributes) from that litter eventually are bred back into the kennel’s line.

					As a buyer, your charge is not to worry what method was used but rather to find a litter with healthy, sturdy parents and grandparents. Those two generations have the greatest influence on the puppies.

				

				I don’t charge anything for my pet puppies. My price is for the genetic tests and health guarantee, a lifetime of advice, and a home at any time if the dog needs to be placed. It also includes body parts: a shoulder to cry on, an ear to listen to brags and complaints, and a heart to break when a buyer loses a beloved pet. The extra I charge for show prospects is for the guarantee that the dog will be of the quality necessary to win. I’m lucky if I break even on a litter. I don’t breed dogs to get rich. I do it because I love my breed and want to provide the best possible pups for others to love.

				Buying from Afar

				How do you buy a puppy from 800 or more miles away? It happens all the time. When I was breeding, I sold puppies to buyers in Argentina and Spain and sent many to the coasts, even though I was in Illinois. If you cannot see the pups personally, breeders should be willing to send you pictures of the parents and pups. With today’s technology, they may send the pictures via e-mail or snail-mail a video. Trusting that the breeder has good ethics is especially important when buying sight unseen.

				Getting the ball rolling

				Initial contacts come through e-mail or phone calls. Once in a while, the courtship is conducted through letters (although, frankly, the response to a letter is usually much slower and sometimes nonexistent). Ask whether the breeder has a litter or plans one in the near future. You’ll have dozens of questions to ask him, and don’t be surprised when he asks you just as many. (See the sections on questions to ask and answer presented earlier in this chapter.)

				When you feel a connection with this person you haven’t met, you’ll probably talk many times before Baby comes bouncing into your home. My preliminary mailings included photos of the sire and dam, their health clearances, pictures of past puppies, and information about our kennels. I always sent updates on litters with pictures via the postal service or by e-mail as I progressed in cyber-connections. My packets included info about the breed, teaching manners, crate training, housebreaking, and more. I always joked that they’d have plenty of material to read during those first few sleep-deprived nights when the puppy is likely to be wakeful until he gets acclimated to his new home.

				[image: Tip.eps]While you’re waiting for a litter or while you’re still trying to narrow your choices, ask the breeder to send you photos or videos of the extended family and puppies as they grow. It’s sure to either help you make up your mind or endure the waiting period, depending on your situation.

				Making travel plans

				Many buyers are willing to drive any distance within six to eight hours to avoid shipping. Beyond 500 miles, unless you’re into long, long drives, it’s likely your puppy will be shipped to you. Flying to the breeder and bringing your puppy back as under-the-seat baggage is the best way — unless, of course, you’re buying a Newfoundland. Medium-sized or smaller breeds fit well.

				Otherwise, the next best way to fly your puppy home is to have her marked “priority” or “counter-to-counter,” meaning she’ll be the last loaded into baggage and the first off. Make sure you book a direct flight, even if you have to drive to a larger airport, so that your puppy doesn’t have to change planes. Breeders know all the best ways of handling this — consult them on the transportation details. They want to ensure that their precious bundle of joy arrives safely in your hands.

				Diggin’ That Doggie in the Window

				Many pet stores have stopped selling dogs and cats, preferring to deal with inanimate merchandise that doesn’t require the care that live animals do. To encourage placements, some of the largest chains conduct adoption days, when dogs from local shelters are brought into the store. The wannabe pets are tidied up and often sport bandanas around their necks to add to their appeal. Volunteers may teach the dogs basic manners or maybe a few tricks, putting them through their repertoire for visitors.

				Identifying a conscientious pet store

				A few pet stores, however, continue to sell puppies that are obtained from various sources — either a local owner who was unable to place the puppies or a broker for a larger commercial enterprise. Although puppies are hard to resist and seem to magnetically attract attention, be sure the store where you shop has a caring staff with adequate time to spend holding or playing with the puppies. Puppyhood is the crucial age for developing social skills. Pet store prices are usually in the same neighborhood as a breeder’s price.

				Getting the best from a pet store

				If you decide to buy from a pet store, be sure to ask the same questions you would if you were buying a pup from a breeder (I list these questions earlier in the chapter). Try to think with your mind rather than your heart. Everyone’s first impulse is “Aw, let’s buy her.” There are a few things you must do before cuddling the pup (a surefire sales gimmick):

				[image: check.png] Ask to see the puppy’s registration form and health certifications for the parents.

				[image: check.png] Check the guarantee.

				[image: check.png] Obtain copies of all paperwork that states that the pup is in good health, has been checked for parasites, and has received his initial inoculations.

				[image: check.png] Ask for the breeder’s contact information. Call the breeder to ask pertinent questions.

				[image: Warning]Don’t buy a puppy that is under 8 weeks of age. For one thing, doing so is illegal in most states. For another, puppies need to be with their littermates to develop bite inhibition and social skills. And younger puppies have less control of their bowel and bladder functions and are more difficult to housebreak. Ask the pet store how long the puppy’s been there. A pup may be 8 weeks old, but taken away from his mother and littermates two weeks before, which is problematic from the standpoint of social skills and bite inhibition.

				
					Watching out for unchecked commercialism

					Buyers want a puppy who’s been raised with love. People who love their dogs raise them with kindness and the best care they can give. It’s nearly impossible to give adequate care, let alone loving attention, to 50 or more animals. Yet one commercial breeder boasts of supplying semis full of puppies to stores — at a rate of 900 a week! If an owner with 50 dogs spends 12 hours a day with his dogs, that still is only 14 minutes per dog, which isn’t enough in my book.

					You want to buy a dog from someone who understands the breed and can help you with any questions or problems that might arise. You want a puppy who’s been raised in clean conditions, not in crates or small cages, sleeping amongst urine and excrement. You want a pup who knows that a raised hand means it’s going to be kissed and cuddled, not smacked or poked.

				

				[image: Tip.eps]If you buy a dog from a pet store, make a veterinary appointment ASAP — within 24 hours. Don’t set yourself up for heartbreak by taking a sickly pup under your wing. Returning ill puppies is not always easy — they seem (and are) so vulnerable and you worry about them. But keep in mind that store refund or replacement policies are often in effect only within 24 to 48 hours of the purchase.

				Getting a Dog from a Neighbor orColleague

				Neighbors, co-workers, and acquaintances whose dogs have puppies can suddenly become your best friends. If the litter is unplanned (except by the two guilty parties), the owners may be desperate to place the little critters who eat (and eliminate) copious amounts of food.

				[image: Remember]People who give away pups for little or nothing aren’t motivated to invest a lot in their care. Anyone can be a breeder. Not everyone is a good breeder.

				Adopting an Orphan

				Some shelters have as rigorous requirements as breeders do. They may notplace certain dogs in homes with small children, or they may require a fenced yard. They want the animal to have a second chance at a great home. Ask if you can bring other family pets to the shelter for a pre-adoption visit to see whether the current and future buddies tolerate each other. A few shelters require a 24-hour waiting period to ensure the adopter is not acting on a whim and is sincere about wanting the animal.

				Adoptive families need to ask whether any history is known about the dog. Some dogs are surrendered by previous owners. Reasons can vary from a move or divorce to a behavior that is impossible for one family to tolerate, yet is considered a bonus to another. If the dog has been in the shelter for more than a few days (most strays are kept long enough to be vet-checked and to allow the lost owner a chance to be found), managers and employees will be able to provide you with helpful information. They’ve probably observed whether the dog barks a lot or is friendly, timid, or trained.

				Most people want a dog who is friendly, calm, and yet playful. Choose one who sparkles with good health. Most shelter dogs have some negative history, even those who were surrendered unwillingly because of the owner’s poor health or circumstances. A dog who appears unsure of herself in a shelter can bloom with confidence after a week or so of doting love and kindness. But one who is bouncing off the walls in unfamiliar surroundings usually requires someone who is at least as energetic and determined as the dog. Either can reward you with great joy if you choose with care. If you’re interested in finding a dog who really needs a home, see Chapter 4.

				Shelters have various adoption fees and procedures. Fees are often $50 to $75, which may include a rebate when the pet is spayed or neutered — they don’t want to place one animal only to receive eight in its place. Some shelters participate in early spay/neuter programs so that dogs are already altered before they are adopted. Others offer clinics where the surgery is performed at a reduced fee. The more responsible shelters follow up on adoptions, making sure that the dog is altered and in a good home. Shelters occasionally have lists of local clubs or breeders who are willing to provide you with tips about your breed.

				Considering Pup’s Early Environment

				When you’re trying to decide on a canine companion, consider not only his future with you, but also the environment of the dog’s puppyhood. When you can, watch how the breeder interacts with the litter. If the pups greet her with glee, eagerly welcoming pats and attention, they’ve been handled with love and are well socialized. Eyes sparkle with health and fur shines (though they may have just somersaulted through a puddle on the way to meet you).

				Some owners tuck the whelping box (where pups usually spend their first four to five weeks) in a corner of a room. Not everyone, however, has space for this. The nursery may have been in a simple unadorned kennel, basement, or garage, but it needs to be clean, comfortable, and visited by people several times a day.

				Acclimating pups to every noise, creature, or contraption that they’ll meet in life isn’t always possible for breeders to do. However, future trauma can be alleviated if pups are exposed to a loud radio, slamming doors, and a drop-ped pot now and then. Baths, collars, car rides, and nail clipping need to be part of a pup’s background by the time he’s ready to depart the nest.

				Doctor, Doctor

				When searching for your pup, ask about health. Individual lines differ, but in most cases, health clearances are for the parents rather than the puppies. So don’t expect your pup to have certificates of health. A few tests, such as heart and juvenile cataract exams, can be conducted in puppyhood. Talk to a veterinarian about what to look for in your chosen breed.

				In Chapters 8 through 15, I note possible health concerns (ranging from occasional to common) for each of the breeds listed. See Appendix B for explanations of health-related terms. Conditions listed in this book are only those that can alter the lives of the dog and the owner — in other words, life-threatening, crippling, or painful diseases or anomalies that are expensive or time-consuming to treat. The most frequent problems mentioned are skin and flea allergies. Because they can occur in any dog and are annoying but not dangerous, I didn’t include them.

				Anesthesia sensitivity is common with sighthounds and short-muzzled (brachycephalic) dogs. Breeds with the highest incidence of hip dysplasia (more than 20 percent per OFA) are listed in Part IV with an asterisk following the HD notation.

				Disorders that are obvious and/or fatal (such as dwarfism, hydrocephalus, or spina bifida) before selling age of 8 weeks are not noted. For these and other defects that have an effect on a breeding program, ask your vet and see Successful Dog Breeding, by Chris Walkowicz and Bonnie Wilcox, DVM (Howell Book House). See Appendix B for more on these conditions.

				Timing Your Adoption

				Good breeders won’t permit a pup to go home with a new owner on a child’s birthday or a major holiday, particularly at Christmas — with rare exceptions (such as to homes with one or two adults planning a quiet celebration in front of the fireplace). Holidays are hectic enough with parties to attend, visitors popping in, shopping to finish, and popcorn to string. Pups are likely to be underfoot, putting an extra demand on time. If you’d like to surprise the kids with a pup, plan ahead by asking the breeder for a picture of the pup (or the parents). Wrap a bowl, brush, leash and collar, and a box of dog biscuits. Buy books about the breed, training, and maybe puppy names.

				Unfortunately, breeders can’t arrange litters during the prime times for buyers. Pups are born throughout the year (in fact, usually during the most inconvenient times). I’ve whelped litters on birthdays, graduations, Christmas Eve, during power outages, in the middle of the night, and so on.

				[image: Tip.eps]Begin your calls several months before you’re ready because finding the perfect pup often takes a few weeks or months. If you want a pup in the summer, start calling in the winter. Litters often are reserved before they’re born or shortly after.
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