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Scritch! Scratch! Scritch!

A caveman makes marks on a rock wall with a burnt stick. He is drawing a picture—a picture of an animal he saw. The caveman looks at what he’s done. He frowns. He adds more marks. Scritch! Scratch! Scritch! Scratch!

He steps back and looks again. Now it looks like the animal!

The caveman didn’t know the name of what he had drawn. But fifteen thousand years later, French hikers found the cave. They knew what the animal was. The caveman had drawn a wild horse!

Long before people walked the earth, horses roamed here. But they didn’t look the same as they do now. During the time of dinosaurs, horses looked like small dogs. Over millions of years, horses changed. Their legs got longer. Their heads got bigger. Their toes grew together into hooves.
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Six million years ago, horses finally reached the size of most horses today. Back then, all horses were wild. But in time, people came along. At first, they probably hunted horses. Maybe they ate them for food. Maybe they made clothing from horse skin. After a while, people started to look at horses in a different way. Horses seemed smart. They could help.

The people in Asia were the first ones to tame horses. They used horses to pull chariots. The chariots carried soldiers into battle. Later on, people put saddles and bridles on horses. They rode horses where chariots couldn’t go.
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Soon, people in other parts of the world picked up the idea. They started taming horses. They started breeding them, too. These horses weren’t wild. They were raised to carry people.

But there were still wild horses all over the world. They never pulled a wagon. They never wore a saddle or a bridle. They never even felt the touch of a human being.

This is the story of those wild horses.




End of sample
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