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Chapter One
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Jemima Tabb was a farmer's daughter. She was eight years old, she had dark hair worn in a pigtail, and she particularly liked chickens, especially baby chicks.
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Whenever one of her father's hens went broody, Jemima would put a clutch of eggs under the hen—eggs that, with luck, would in twenty-one days' time hatch out into fluffy little chicks.

Out in the orchard was a duck pond that was fed by a small stream, and not far from the edge of this pond was where Jemima chose to put her broody coop with its wire run attached. Sitting on eggs must be very boring, she thought, which is why she selected this spot.
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“Just you listen to the chuckle of the water as it falls into the pond, and the sounds of the ducks quacking and splashing about, and you'll find the time will pass quite quickly,” she would say to each broody hen as she settled it upon the eggs.
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Three weeks after she had said all this to a hen called Gertie, eight little chicks duly hatched out.

When the chicks first came out of the coop into the wire run, seven of them scuttled excitedly about on the grass, but the eighth one walked to the end of the run that was nearest to the duck pond and stood there, quite still, listening to the chuckle of the water and the sounds of the ducks quacking and splashing. From then on, he would do this every day, standing and gazing and listening, so that by the time the chicks were a month old, Gertie—the chicks' mother—was worried and felt she needed to share her worry.
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One fine morning when she and her best friend, Mildred, were scratching about together in the orchard, pecking at worms and beetles and the seeds of flowering grasses, Gertie said to Mildred, “You know, I think that one of my chicks is funny.”
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“Funny, Gertie?” clucked Mildred. “Do you mean funny ‘ha! ha!’ or funny ‘peculiar’?”

“Peculiar,” replied Gertie.“I've suspected it for some time now. The other seven chicks behave quite normally, but this one is different. To begin with, he keeps himself to himself. Look at him now.”

Mildred looked at Gertie's chicks as they scuttled about in the grass, pecking at anything and everything, and she saw that there were only seven of them doing this. The eighth chick was standing at the edge of the duck pond, looking at the ducks swimming about in it.
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“Is that him?” she asked.

“Yes,” replied Gertie.

“Well, he's only looking at the ducks.”

“Yes, I know, Mildred. But why is he looking at the ducks?”

“Better ask him,” said Mildred.

“You!” squawked Gertie at the chick. “Come here!”
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At the sound of her voice, the eighth chick turned and came toward them. Usually little chicks run to their mother when she calls them—run very fast— flapping their stubby little wings. But this one was in no hurry.
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He came slowly, looking back over his shoulder once or twice at the ducks in the pond, and when he reached the two hens, he did not cheep and peep as an ordinary chick would have done. Had Gertie called any one of his brothers and sisters, they would have rushed up to her, saying,“Yes, Mummy?” and probably adding politely, “Good morning, Auntie Mildred.”

This chick, though, simply stood there and said, “What?” He did not say it in a rude way, but rather in the tone of someone who has been interrupted in the middle of something important.
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“Now,” clucked Gertie. “What were you doing?”

“Looking at the ducks,” her eighth chick replied.

“Yes, but why were you looking at the ducks?”

“I like ducks,” he said.“They're cleverer than you are, Mum.”

“Cleverer?” squawked Gertie. “Whatever d'you mean, boy? Compared to hens, ducks are stupid. They can't run about in the grass like we can. They can only waddle.”

“Yes,” said the chick, “but they can swim. I wish I could. It looks nice.”

“Don't be silly, dear,” his mother said. “Chickens can't swim. Run along now.”

This time he did run, straight back to the duck pond, and stood once more at the edge.

Gertie shook her head in amazement. “I told you, Mildred,” she said. “That chick is funny.”

[image: ]




End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   


OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_016_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_015_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_014_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_013_r1.jpg
e o am%%/ \Na

/ff?,%,

Lo ==
by

)

4
-y

t





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_077a_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_012_r1.jpg
e o am%%/ \Na

/ff?,%,

Lo ==
by

)

4
-y

t





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_011_r1.jpg
)
3

%

S .

<

i ¢ 4
&





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_099_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_010_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_098_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_097_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_096_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_L01_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_093a_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_095_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_094_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_093_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_092_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_091_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_090_r1.jpg







OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_cvt_r1.jpg
S

—ilt







OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_019_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_018_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_017_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_cvi_r1.jpg
FUNNY FRANK

Dick King-Smith
Illustrated by John Eastwood
Yearling

e

VN
s
RANDOM HOUSE

CHILDREN'S BOOKS





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_005_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_004_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_003_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_002_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_001_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_089_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_088_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_087_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_086_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_085_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_084_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_083_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_082_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_081_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_080_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_009_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_008_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_007_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_006_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_038_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_037_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_036_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_100a_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_035_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_034_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_033_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_032_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_031_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_030_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_095b_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_095a_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_039_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_027_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_026_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_025_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_024_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_tp_r1.jpg
DICK KING-MITTH

Funny Frank

A YEARILING ROOK





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_023_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_022_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_021_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_020_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_029_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_028_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_059_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_058_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_057_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_045a_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_055_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_054_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_053_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_052_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_051_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_050_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_049_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_048_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_047_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_046_r1.jpg
m, @VM W\
W

/r





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_045_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_044_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_043_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_042_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_041_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_040_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_060a_r1.jpg
8 N

AL

>





OEBPS/page-template.xpgt
 

   
    
		 
    
  
     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
         
             
             
             
             
             
             
        
    

  

   
     
  





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_079_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_099a_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_078_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_077_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_076_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_075_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_074_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_073_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_072_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_071_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_070_r1.jpg
%

@
N

N
WW NN
z %r///
NS
N

S
RN
s

N
“e





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_104_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_103_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_069_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_102_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_068_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_101_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_100_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_066_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_065_r1.jpg
aﬁ
,
N
\

{
[}





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_064_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_063_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_062_r1.jpg
AV





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_061_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_060_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_109_r1.jpg
&7ty
e I





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_108_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_107_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_106_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Smit_9780307525406_epub_105_r1.jpg





