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Praise for
POLAR STAR




“Polar Star joins the still-narrow shelf of novels of crime that transcend the form and, in the name of entertainment, illuminate their time.”

—Los Angeles Times Book Review




“In the full rush of the chase, Smith and Renko still seem irresistible.”

—Time




“Exciting … vital and believable … Arkady himself is a major creation, even more interesting than he was in Gorky Park.… The book is full of interesting information and alert and witty social and political observation.”

—The Boston Globe




“This new novel is that very rare thing, a piece of literature that walks like a page-turner.… What really holds you in this book is the idea that you’re almost experiencing what it’s like to live over there.”

—Chicago Sun-Times




“Pungent with suspense and violence … In this sequel, we meet a more complete and complicated Renko with qualities of courage, fear, wit, self-doubt and intelligence.… Smith’s prose can be graphic and primal.”

—Milwaukee Journal Sentinel




“An old-fashioned mystery that relies on tight plotting, suspense, interesting cops and robbers, and uncertainty of the outcome. Polar Star is Martin Cruz Smith’s best novel—and one of the best mysteries of the year.”

—Houston Post




“Arkady is what makes Polar Star work. He’s a brilliant creation and, combined with Smith’s talents as a scene setter and developer of characters, the novel emerges as every bit the triumph the fans of Gorky Park are sure to demand.”

—Richmond Times-Dispatch




“The characters are vivid, the setting is realistic, the plot is intelligent, the writing is lucid. There are ample helpings of intrigue, violence, suspense, passion and homespun Russian wisdom. Simply put, Polar Star is an undeniably entertaining adventure story.”

—San Jose Mercury News




“Smith has again exhibited a masterful hand in creating a follow-up to Gorky Park that never falters in its steadily increasing tension. Throughout the novel, he has a firm grip on his characters and plot. Here is a rare novel of suspense whose literary qualities are consistently upheld.”

—The Chattanooga Times
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Polar Star is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents are the products of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual events, locales, or persons, living or dead, is entirely coincidental.
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I thank Captain Boris Nadein and the crew of the Sulak; Captain Mike Hastings and the crew of the Oceanic; Sharon Gordon, Dennis McLaughlin and William Turner for their hospitality in the Bering Sea. Valuable assistance was also provided by Martin Arnold, Kathy Blumberg, Captain D. J. (Jack) Branning, Knox Burger, Dr. Gerald Freedman, Beatrice Golden, Professor Robert Hughes, Captain James Robinson and Kitty Sprague.

Most of all I owe Alex Levin and Captain Vladil Lysenko for their patience.

There is a Soviet factory ship named the Polar Star. Neither it nor the Sulak is the Polar Star of this book, which is fiction.
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    To search for additional titles please go to 
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