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[image: ]his was my first published short story, written in the heady days soon after I had become a professional author and while I was still working in the finance field for a high-tech company. The first two Drizzt novels, The Crystal Shard and Streams of Silver were on the shelves and doing well, and I was writing the third of the series when the opportunity to do a short story for Dragon magazine came up. Of course I said yes. (I loved Dragon magazine and wanted to work with then editor Barb Young.) And I was a new writer, finally getting the chance to let all of these stories pour out of me. Honestly, I couldn’t stop writing!

And that, more than anything else, was the point of “The First Notch.” I got to tell a story that featured Bruenor, whom I had come to love, and who was increasingly taking a back seat to Drizzt in the novels. The added hook for me was that always-enjoyable tease for readers. At the end of Streams of Silver, Bruenor had seemingly met his demise, so this story (intentionally) appeared as a sort of tribute to our lost friend.

The other hook for me going into this was my continuing fascination with dwarven culture, and the cockney accent I had slapped upon them. I was reading Brian Jacques at the time, marveling at his use of dialect, and honestly, I wanted to play. In this story, I certainly got that opportunity. It’s all dwarves, talking, arguing, cheering other dwarves in a way only dwarves can.

Beyond that, the key line of the story is near the end: “Honor above anger.” I didn’t realize it at the time, but this became a critical piece of the Bruenor puzzle as the Legend of Drizzt books went along, particularly when it came to the Treaty of Garumn’s Gorge and the reasonable way Bruenor was forced to deal with King Obould. Honor above anger, pragmatism above passion—when it involved the clan for which he cared. Re-reading this story now, it amazes me how the individual characteristics of these Companions of the Hall became so deeply embedded in my subconscious that they remained so consistent over more than twenty years.
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