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        To Chris, Amy, Alex, Caitlin, Patrick, and Lucas with love.
And to the amazing James Proimos, über-wunderkind.
Special thanks to Ann Kelley for pulling it all together.
—P.S.

        For Justine … who is!
—R.W.




Sometimes I wonder if my friend Evelyn is from Mars.
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She’s not one single bit ordinary.
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And she’s a little mysterious.
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I’m not.

Evelyn is up on all the latest fashion trends.
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I’m not.
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If Evelyn was a car, she would get a speeding ticket.

[image: ]

[image: ]

If Evelyn was a book, you’d read her all night under the covers to see what happened next.

My mom says Evelyn is a jumping bean.
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Most of the time, I’m not.
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When Evelyn comes over, she changes my room.
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My scales.

And my pet worm.
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She’s a wonderful decorator.
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I’m not.

In school, Evelyn drew a portrait of Ms. Stacy with her chocolate milk.
And made a statue of Mr. Milton from old bubble gum.

[image: ]

Evelyn says she’s just recycling,
but I think she’s an artist.
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I, most definitely, am not.

Evelyn is lots of things.

[image: ]

Circus performer.

I’m not.
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Antarctic explorer.
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I’m not.
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Queen of England.

[image: ]

I’m not …
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    I’m not …

[image: ]

    I’m not.

Evelyn sits down next to me.
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She says, “I’m stinky at spelling.”

I’m not.
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“I’m crummy at karate.”
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I’m not.
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“I’m scared of the dark.”
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I’m not.
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“I’m the absolute worst at making cookies.”
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I’m not!
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Evelyn says that what she needs most is a best friend.
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A friend who is always by her side.

Through thick and thin.
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A true-blue friend.
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Evelyn sighs. “Is there anyone in the whole wide world like that?”
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I am exactly like that!
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