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A Note from
Mary Pope Osborne About the
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When I write Magic Tree House® adventures, I love including facts about the times and places Jack and Annie visit. But when readers finish these adventures, I want them to learn even more. So that’s why my husband, Will, and my sister, Natalie Pope Boyce, and I write a series of nonfiction books that are companions to the fiction titles in the Magic Tree House® series. We call these books Fact Trackers because we love to track the facts! Whether we’re researching dinosaurs, pyramids, Pilgrims, sea monsters, or cobras, we’re always amazed at how wondrous and surprising the real world is. We want you to experience the same wonder we do—so get out your pencils and notebooks and hit the trail with us. You can be a Magic Tree House® Fact Tracker, too!
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Here’s what kids, parents,
and teachers have to say about the
Magic Tree House® Fact Trackers:

“They are so good. I can’t wait for the next one. All I can say for now is prepare to be amazed!” —Alexander N.

“I have read every Magic Tree House book there is. The [Fact Trackers] are a thrilling way to get more information about the special events in the story.” —John R.

“These are fascinating nonfiction books that enhance the magical time-traveling adventures of Jack and Annie. I love these books, especially American Revolution. I was learning so much, and I didn’t even know it!” —Tori Beth S.

“[They] are an excellent ‘behind-the-scenes’ look at what the [Magic Tree House fiction] has started in your imagination! You can’t buy one without the other; they are such a complement to one another.” —Erika N., mom

“Magic Tree House [Fact Trackers] took my children on a journey from Frog Creek, Pennsylvania, to so many significant historical events! The detailed manuals are a remarkable addition to the classic fiction Magic Tree House books we adore!” —Jenny S., mom

“[They] are very useful tools in my classroom, as they allow for students to be part of the planning process. Together, we find facts in the [Fact Trackers] to extend the learning introduced in the fictional companions. Researching and planning classroom activities, such as our class Olympics based on facts found in Ancient Greece and the Olympics, help create a genuine love for learning!” —Paula H., teacher
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For thousands of years, mummies and pyramids were a great mystery. How were the pyramids built? Why did people make mummies? What was the strange writing on mummy cases?
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In the last 200 years, scientists have learned a great deal about the people who built the pyramids and made mummies.

They were a hardworking people who enjoyed life. They loved science and music. They believed in a sun god and a cat goddess. They thought they could live forever.

They were the people of ancient Egypt.
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A person who studies ancient Egypt is called an Egyptologist (EE-jip-TOL-uh-jist).



Egypt is where one of the oldest civilizations in the world began. Five thousand years ago, Egyptians invented one of the first forms of writing. They made a kind of paper from reed plants. They invented a calendar much like the ones we use today.
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A civilization is a group of people with an advanced way of life that includes science, art, and most often writing.



The ancient Egyptians built some of the most amazing buildings the world has ever known. Their painters and sculptors created beautiful works of art. Their doctors went to school to study how the body works.

Why did such a great civilization begin in Egypt so long ago?

Most historians think the answer is simple: the Nile River.

The Nile River is the longest river in the world. It flows through the middle of Egypt.
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The Nile gave the ancient Egyptians water for drinking and bathing. Egyptian fishermen caught many kinds of fish in the Nile. Hunters hunted wild birds along its banks. Boats sailed up and down the Nile, carrying people and goods.
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But the Nile’s greatest gift to the Egyptians wasn’t fish or birds or drinking water or travel. It was mud!

Floods and Farming

Most of the land in Egypt is part of the Sahara Desert. Desert soil is sandy and rocky. It is not good for farming.
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The Sahara is the biggest desert in the world!



The ancient Egyptians called the desert the Red Land. No one lived in the Red Land. Hardly anything could grow there.

The land along the banks of the Nile was very different from the Red Land. The soil there was dark and soft. The Egyptians called this land the Black Land. The Black Land was some of the best farmland in the world.

Why was the Black Land so good for farming?

Every July, the Nile flooded its banks. The floodwater dumped a layer of black mud along each side of the river.

The black mud was very fertile (FUR-tul). That means it was full of the things that plants need to grow.
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In November, the floodwaters went down. Farmers plowed the Black Land. They planted seeds in the rich, fertile soil.

In March, they harvested their crops. The harvest was almost always very plentiful. That means there was more than enough food for everyone.
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To harvest means “to gather and store the crops you’ve grown.”
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Two Kingdoms

Villages formed near the good farmland along the Nile. Some of the villages became cities. Over time, the villages and cities became part of two separate kingdoms.

For many years, each kingdom had a different king. One king ruled over the land in the north, where the Nile flows into the sea. The other king ruled over the land in the south, along the Nile valley.

About 5,000 years ago, a king named Menes (MEE-neez) united the two kingdoms.
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To unite means “to join together.”



King Menes built a capital city close to where the separate kingdoms had met.

He wore a special crown. It was made from the crowns of both kingdoms.
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Most historians say the joining of the two kingdoms was the beginning of the great Egyptian nation. When King Menes put on his double crown, he started a civilization that lasted for 3,000 years.
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The ancient Egyptians wrote with pictures. Their picture writing is called hieroglyphic (HY-ro-GLIF-ik) writing.
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The pictures were mostly of things from everyday life.

[image: ]

But the pictures did not always stand for the thing they showed.
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Most Egyptians never learned to read hieroglyphs. There were over 700 different signs!
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