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This book is dedicated
to the best team
anyone could have—
my wife, Alice; my sons, Steven and Scott;
and my parents, Kevin and Nancy Kelly.
—D.A.K.

For Dad,
who was stationed in Boston
while serving in the navy
and went to Fenway Park
every chance he got.
—T.J.
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Five Outs Away

October 16, 2003, was a chilly night at Yankee Stadium. But the Boston Red Sox fans there barely noticed the cold. Their team was close to beating the New York Yankees. If the Red Sox won, they would play in the World Series for the first time since 1986.

The Boston fans stomped their feet and cheered loudly. The Red Sox were ahead by three runs in the eighth inning. Only one more inning after this and they’d win.

Boston’s ace pitcher, Pedro Martinez, was on the mound. He had pitched well, but it was late in the game. He had thrown a lot of pitches. His hands were cold.

Derek Jeter, a star hitter for the Yankees, waited for the next pitch. Pedro threw a fastball. Jeter smacked a double. Pedro was angry. He took his time before pitching again. The next batter hit a single and Jeter scored. One man was on base, but the Red Sox were still ahead by two runs.

TV cameras zoomed in on Pedro. He looked tired. He needed two outs to end the inning. Grady Little, the Red Sox manager, ambled to the mound. Should he take Pedro out of the game? A new pitcher would have more energy. A new pitcher might easily get the two outs. But Pedro was a star.

The crowd got quiet. Little talked to Pedro, then headed back to the dugout. He decided to let Pedro keep going. His decision would have big results—big, bad results for the Boston Red Sox.

Pedro glared at the next batter and adjusted his hat. He blew on his hands to warm them.

He threw the baseball. The batter swung and blasted a double.

From behind his glove, Pedro looked nervously at the next batter. He pitched again. Pow! Another double! Two Yankees scored! The game was tied, Red Sox 5-Yankees 5. Finally Grady Little pulled Pedro out of the game and replaced him with another pitcher. Two outs later, the inning was over.

To win, the Red Sox would have to break the tie. But neither team scored in the ninth inning. The game went into extra innings. Nobody scored in the tenth inning.

The Red Sox didn’t score in the beginning of the eleventh. It was the Yankees’ turn to try to break the tie.

Aaron Boone was the first Yankee batter. Boone wasn’t a star. Many Yankee fans didn’t even know who he was.

Boone swung at the first pitch. Bam! He hit it hard. The ball soared over the third baseman’s head.
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Boston fans held their breath.

The ball kept going.

It flew past the left fielder.

It finally fell into the left-field seats. Aaron Boone had hit a “walk-off” home run—a home run that ended the game.

The Yankees won, 6 to 5! The Yankee fans exploded with happiness. Their team was going to the World Series!

Boston fans were stunned. How could they have lost? They had been ahead by three runs in the eighth inning. …

There would be no World Series championship for Boston this year. No World Series rings. No place to go but home. Once again, the Boston Red Sox had been hit with bad luck.

The Red Sox knew all about bad luck. They were famous for it. They’d had bad luck for over eighty years, ever since 1920. That’s the year they sold Babe Ruth, one of the best players of all time. And who did the Red Sox sell Babe Ruth to? The team that would quickly become their fiercest rival—the New York Yankees!

With the Babe, the Yankees played in seven World Series.

Without the Babe, the Red Sox fell to the bottom of the standings and struggled for years. They made it into the World Series only a few times. Each time they made it to the World Series or even got close, they suffered a heartbreaking loss.

Some fans thought the Red Sox were jinxed because of the sale. They thought the Red Sox were doomed to fail because of Babe Ruth and the baseball curse.
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