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SOME DETAILS of this novel were suggested by reports on Rajneeshpuram in newspapers, Oregon Magazine, and Cities on a Hill, by Frances FitzGerald; but all characters and milieux are fictional and not meant to resemble any actual persons or places. As to the religious context, much is owed to Mircea Eliade’s Yoga and A History of Religious Ideas, Joseph Campbell’s The Masks of God: Oriental Mythology, and Ajit Mookerjee’s Kundalini; the method of transliterating Sanskrit words in these works, however, has for this book’s purposes been replaced by a relatively imprecise style requiring no diacritical marks. A glossary of such words used in the text has been placed at the back.

The quotations from The Dhammapada are from the Penguin Classics edition, translated from the Pali by Juan Mascaró. I thank Toinette Lippe, Jean Le Mée, Alistair Shearer, Janet Surrey, Steve Bergman, and Martha Updike for guiding and correcting my steps in these occult paths.
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SHE HAD DARK and abundant hair, so glossy that it threw off the sunshine with a gleam, and a face which, besides being beautiful from regularity of feature and richness of complexion, had the impressiveness belonging to a marked brow and deep black eyes. She was lady-like, too, after the manner of the feminine gentility of those days; characterized by a certain state and dignity, rather than by the delicate, evanescent, and indescribable grace, which is now recognized as its indication. And never had Hester Prynne appeared more lady-like, in the antique interpretation of the term, than as she issued from the prison. Those who had before known her, and had expected to behold her dimmed and obscured by a disastrous cloud, were astonished, and even startled, to perceive how her beauty shone out, and made a halo of the misfortune and ignominy in which she was enveloped.

Much of the marble coldness of Hester’s impression was to be attributed to the circumstance that her life had turned, in a great measure, from passion and feeling, to thought. Standing alone in the world,—alone, as to any dependence on society, and with little Pearl to be guided and protected,—alone, and hopeless of retrieving her position, even had she not scorned to consider it desirable,—she cast away the fragments of a broken chain. The world’s law was no law for her mind.



—NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE, The Scarlet Letter
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