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A Note from
Mary Pope Osborne About the
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When I write Magic Tree House® adventures, I love including facts about the times and places Jack and Annie visit. But when readers finish these adventures, I want them to learn even more. So that’s why my husband, Will, and my sister, Natalie Pope Boyce, and I write a series of nonfiction books that are companions to the fiction titles in the Magic Tree House® series. We call these books Fact Trackers because we love to track the facts! Whether we’re researching dinosaurs, pyramids, Pilgrims, sea monsters, or cobras, we’re always amazed at how wondrous and surprising the real world is. We want you to experience the same wonder we do—so get out your pencils and notebooks and hit the trail with us. You can be a Magic Tree House® Fact Tracker, too!
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Here’s what people are saying about the Magic Tree House® Fact Trackers:

    
        “They are so good. I can’t wait for the next one. All I can say for now is prepare to be amazed!”

        —Alexander N.

    

    
        “I have read every Magic Tree House book there is. The [Fact Trackers] are a thrilling way to get more information about the special events in the story.”

        —John R.

    

    
        “These are fascinating nonfiction books that enhance the magical time-traveling adventures of Jack and Annie. I love these books, especially American Revolution. I was learning so much, and I didn’t even know it!”

        —Tori Beth S.

    

    
        “[They] are an excellent ‘behind-the-scenes’ look at what the [Magic Tree House fiction] has started in your imagination! You can’t buy one without the other; they are such a complement to one another.”

        —Erika N., mom

    

    
        “Magic Tree House [Fact Trackers] took my children on a journey from Frog Creek, Pennsylvania, to so many significant historical events! The detailed manuals are a remarkable addition to the classic fiction Magic Tree House books we adore!”

        —Jenny S., mom

    

    
        “[They] are very useful tools in my classroom, as they allow for students to be part of the planning process. Together, we find facts in the [Fact Trackers] to extend the learning introduced in the fictional companions. Researching and planning classroom activities, such as our class Olympics based on facts found in Ancient Greece and the Olympics, help create a genuine love for learning!”

        —Paula H., teacher
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Ireland is an island near the coast of Great Britain. Because it rains a lot, Ireland is a very green country. It is so green that people call it the Emerald Isle. Emeralds are deep green stones that sparkle in the light. People often see rainbows shining over the green hills and valleys of the Emerald Isle.
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There was a time in Ireland when many people believed in fairies. They claimed that on summer nights fairies danced in their gardens. When they saw clouds of dust blowing down the road, they said, “The fairies are riding their horses today.” Even the rustling of leaves sounded like little fairy feet running through the woods.

Stories about fairies are an important part of Irish folklore. Folklore is the customs and stories of a people that are passed down through the years. Among the stories are tales of magical creatures that the Irish call the wee folk.The wee folk include tricky leprechauns and beautiful fairies that live in shining kingdoms under the hills.
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Fairies are also called the “good folk” or the “gentle folk.”



The Irish Oral Tradition

Many Irish fairy stories were first told by the Celts (KELTZ). The Celts came from mainland Europe and settled in Ireland over two thousand years ago. Even though the Celts were mighty warriors, they loved to tell stories, recite poems, sing, and dance. They spoke an ancient language called Irish, or Gaelic (GAY-lik).
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Because the early Celts did not have books and did not write, they told stories to each other. Telling stories instead of reading them is called the oral tradition. For thousands of years, the oral tradition has played a large part in Irish culture. The Irish are famous the world over for their storytelling.

About sixteen hundred years ago, Christian monks and priests came to Ireland. They brought Christianity to the Irish Celts. The monks and priests also wrote down many old Celtic myths and stories. Their writings would later help people to research ancient Irish folklore.
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The monks lived in places called monasteries. They were centers of learning and worship.



Stories in Danger

Most people in Ireland spoke Irish until about 150 years ago. The English ruled Ireland for many years. They wanted Ireland to become more English and wanted to do away with old Irish customs. In 1871, the English made strict laws against the use of the Irish language. Children were punished if they spoke it in school. All signs and legal papers had to be in English.

English began to replace Irish as the most common language. It looked as if the language of the Celts would not survive. Because the old stories were in Irish, they, too, were in danger of fading away.
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Douglas Hyde

Douglas Hyde was born in Ireland in 1860. When Douglas was a boy, he lived in the country. He often visited the cottage of an old gamekeeper named Seamus (SHAY-mus) Hart. Douglas loved to hear Seamus tell stories. Seamus told him about the adventures of mighty warriors, gods, and goddesses. He also told old Celtic tales about the wee folk, who had strange and magical powers.
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Seamus died when Douglas was fourteen. Douglas was heartbroken.



Because of Seamus, Douglas wanted to learn all he could about his country’s rich past. When he grew up, Douglas became a famous teacher of Irish folklore. But he knew that the old stories and the Irish language were in danger of slipping away forever.

To keep them alive, Douglas wrote popular books about Irish folklore. He also urged people to speak Irish and to remember Irish music and dancing. In 1938, when Douglas was an old man, he became the first president of Ireland.
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Lady Gregory

Douglas Hyde had friends who also loved Irish folklore. One of them was Lady Augusta Gregory. Lady Gregory came from a rich family that lived in a large house in the country.
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Lady Gregory had a very happy childhood. She had fifteen brothers and sisters to play with! The children spent a lot of time in a garden that was filled with fruit trees and had strawberries growing along the paths. They roamed the countryside, explored the woods, and waded in the streams.

At night the children listened as their nurse, Mary Sheridan, told them old Irish folktales. Mary was an expert Irish speaker. Lady Gregory said that she held a whole library of Irish folklore in her head.

Lady Gregory at Work

Lady Gregory grew up and got married. After her husband died, she began to learn Irish and to research Irish folklore. She spent days reading old Celtic stories that the monks and priests had recorded many years before.

Lady Gregory also traveled the countryside, visiting cottages where people told her stories and talked about old customs and beliefs. She also went to shelters for the poor called workhouses. Lady Gregory sat with these folks for hours listening to their stories.
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Like Douglas Hyde, Lady Gregory wrote books about Irish myths and fairy stories. She also wrote plays and gave speeches about Irish folklore. After many years of hard work, Lady Gregory died peacefully at Coole.

Besides Lady Gregory and Douglas Hyde, many other Irish speakers, writers, and storytellers helped to save their folklore. Thanks to all of them, Irish fairy stories, the Irish language, and all the other great tales from the past are safe.
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What Are Fairies?

When the Celts became Christians, some legends say that their old gods and goddesses, called Tuatha Dé Danann (TOO-ha JAY DAN-uhn), changed themselves into fairies and went into hiding. Others claim that fairies were fallen angels who came to live on earth. They are said to live wherever they landed, in the water or on the land.
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No matter where they came from, in Irish folklore there are two kinds of fairies. One kind is the solitary fairy. The word solitary means “living or being alone.” Since leprechauns always live alone, they are solitary fairies.
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The Irish word for fairies is sí (SHEE). This is also sometimes spelled shee or, the old Irish way, sidhe.



Other fairies live together. They are called the trooping fairies. The word trooping means “traveling together in groups.” These fairies follow special trails called fairy paths when they move about. They also gallop down roads and across the fields on horseback. Most of the time, trooping fairies live in kingdoms deep under hills, in caves, or in rivers. Some even live in kingdoms deep under the seas.
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Fairies are supposed to live forever.



Fairies do not trust humans and usually remain invisible. At times, however, people and fairies do come into contact. When this happens, the wee folk might be kind, or they might decide to make a whole lot of trouble. They like to play tricks on people, such as tripping them or making them sneeze. The fairies in the picture are busy changing a sign to confuse people.
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Many monks were gifted artists and writers. They lived simple lives, often in little stone huts or monasteries. Monks wrote on paper made from sheep or cow skin. They used different-colored inks to decorate their work.

The monks came into contact with powerful Celtic storytellers called the filí. The filí were men who trained for years to memorize Celtic history, stories, music, and poems. They were the ancient keepers of Celtic folklore. When the monks heard their stories, they wrote some of them down and decorated the pages with their art. Today you can still see some of these monks’ beautiful work in museums and universities around the world.
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