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A Note from
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When I write Magic Tree House® adventures, I love including facts about the times and places Jack and Annie visit. But when readers finish these adventures, I want them to learn even more. So that’s why my husband, Will, and my sister, Natalie Pope Boyce, and I write a series of nonfiction books that are companions to the fiction titles in the Magic Tree House® series. We call these books Fact Trackers because we love to track the facts! Whether we’re researching dinosaurs, pyramids, Pilgrims, sea monsters, or cobras, we’re always amazed at how wondrous and surprising the real world is. We want you to experience the same wonder we do—so get out your pencils and notebooks and hit the trail with us. You can be a Magic Tree House® Fact Tracker, too!
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Here’s what kids, parents, and teachers have to say about the Magic Tree House® Fact Trackers

“They are so good. I can’t wait for the next one. All I can say for now is prepare to be amazed!”

—Alexander N.

“I have read every Magic Tree House book there is. The [Fact Trackers] are a thrilling way to get more information about the special events in the story.”

—John R.

“These are fascinating nonfiction books that enhance the magical time-traveling adventures of Jack and Annie. I love these books, especially American Revolution. I was learning so much, and I didn’t even know it!”

—Tori Beth S.

“[They] are an excellent ‘behind-the-scenes’ look at what the [Magic Tree House fiction] has started in your imagination! You can’t buy one without the other; they are such a complement to one another.”

—Erika N., mom

“Magic Tree House [Fact Trackers] took my children on a journey from Frog Creek, Pennsylvania, to so many significant historical events! The detailed manuals are a remarkable addition to the classic fiction Magic Tree House books we adore!”

—Jenny S., mom

“[They] are very useful tools in my classroom, as they allow for students to be part of the planning process. Together, we find facts in the [Fact Trackers] to extend the learning introduced in the fictional companions. Researching and planning classroom activities, such as our class Olympics based on facts found in Ancient Greece and the Olympics, help create a genuine love for learning!”

—Paula H., teacher
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Greece is a small country that lies on the Mediterranean Sea. It is a land of tall mountains and deep valleys. Much of the soil is dry and rocky. Olive groves and grapevines dot the hillsides.
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People first settled in Greece thousands of years ago. They were simple shepherds, farmers, and fishermen. As the years passed, the country changed. Greeks lived in cities as well as in the country.

The ancient (AIN-shunt) Greeks became great artists, writers, builders, and thinkers. By 500 BC, Greek culture had spread all around the Mediterranean and Black seas.
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Ancient means “very old.”



Athens

Ancient Greece was divided into about 300 city-states, or poleis (POE-lace). A city-state was made up of a city and the countryside around it. The city governed the city-state. Athens was one of the most powerful city-states. It got its name from Athena, the goddess of wisdom.

Athens was a center of art and learning. The people who lived in Athens were called Athenians (uh-THEE-nee-unz). Athenians loved beauty. They built great buildings. They created wonderful art. They wrote poetry and plays. They studied math and science.
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Athens had one of the first democratic (dem-uh-KRA-tick) governments in the world. This means that the people, not a king, ran the government.

Voting was very important in ancient Greek democracy. In Athens, only male citizens (SIT-uh-zunz) 20 years old or older could vote. A citizen was usually someone born in Athens. Women could not vote. Slaves could not be citizens and had no voting rights.
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Over half the people in Athens were slaves.
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Sparta

Sparta was a powerful rival (RIE-vul) of Athens. Sparta and Athens often fought one another. But sometimes they joined together to fight other countries.
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Rivals compete with each other.



Sparta was not a democracy like Athens. It was ruled by two kings.
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        Greek soldiers sometimes rode into battle on elephants.

    

Spartans were warriors. They spent much of their time training for war. They didn’t share the Athenians’ love of beauty and learning. They left behind no beautiful buildings or art.
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Athens and Sparta were very different. But even though the city-states were not all alike, they had many things in common. Everyone spoke Greek. They worshiped the same gods. They had many of the same customs. And they were all proud to call themselves Greek.
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Most cities in Greece were near the Mediterranean Sea. There were few roads. Traveling by boat was usually easier than traveling over the hilly land.
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