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In loving memory of Kenneth Zak, wonderful husband, father and son, brother, and great friend.

His warm smile, tender heart, and great sense of humor are sorely missed … he is forever in our hearts.
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Author’s Note

In 1962, when I was an artist-in-residence at Doubleday, my editor, Bill Hall, asked me to write a book. “I draw, illustrate, paint. I can’t write,” said I. “We’re out of art projects for you to work on, so, for you to work here, write!” said Bill. “Okay!” I said, and in a few months I managed to create a little book called Draw, Draw, Draw! To my surprise, it did well. That started it all …

As a result, twenty-nine years ago we published Draw 50 Animals, the first in this series, and now we offer you what is likely to be the last, Draw 50 Baby Animals.

We are grateful to all of you who have made these books very popular. Among the many rewards we have enjoyed, perhaps the most meaningful was hearing from many librarians that the Draw 50s had been responsible for bringing many young people who otherwise might not have done so into using the library and its books.

As for the coauthors with whom I’ve worked, each in his or her own right is or was a most highly esteemed professional! For having had the privilege of working with P. Lee Ames, Warren Budd, the late Ray Burns, Anthony D’Adamo, Ric Estrada, Mort Drucker (the 1988 recipient of the Rubin, the highest award granted to a member of the National Cartoonists Society), Creig Flessel (awarded the meritorious Silver T-Square by the National Cartoonists Society), my late very close friend Andre Leblanc (recipient of the Cruzeiro do Sul [The Southern Cross], the most prestigious award granted to a Brazilian citizen), and Bob Singer, I am most indebted.

It has also been a privilege to be associated contemporarily with some other excellent how-to author/illustrators such as Mark Kistler, Ed Emberly, Doug Dubosque, and Bruce Blitz.

LEE J. AMES, BTG
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