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INTRODUCTION

[image: image]

Of all the hundreds of decisions that expectant parents must make, one of the most important is choosing a name for their new baby. “A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches,” says Proverbs 22:1. For parents wanting to give their child a name with substance, a name that represents strength and tradition, a name whose enduring meaning will outlast the trends of Brittany, Tiffany, and Tyler, here is Classic Biblical Baby Names: Timeless Names for Modern Parents.

Names are an integral part of our identity. A child’s name affects his/her self-perception and reflects the parents’ beliefs and culture. A name pays tribute to the individual spirit and is one of the first wonderful gifts you can offer your child. Naming your baby is like naming your hopes for the future; the “right” name will shepherd your child into a life of grace, strength, and integrity.

In the beginning, God gave Adam the sacred task of naming every living thing, and the Bible is replete with stories about assigning names. Moses received his name because Pharaoh’s daughter “drew him out of the water” (Exodus 2:10) and Leah called her son Asher because she was “happy” (Genesis 30:13). Like Adam, you are given the sacred task of choosing a name for your child—a name that will express your beliefs, your history, and your dreams. With the Bible as a guide, you can be certain that your choice will be underscored by a strong spiritual heritage as well.

For example, naming a girl Bethany, after the village near Jerusalem where Lazarus rose from the dead (John 11:38–44), evokes a spiritual awareness that trendier names such as Madison and Mackenzie may be lacking. It offers her a home in a cherished religious tradition and may even invite her to discover more about her namesake by reading the Bible. Likewise, selecting Tamar instead of Taylor opens a young person to choices that are even more profound and will help give your child a unique sense of self.

For those who are searching for a name that is both meaningful and spiritual, Classic Biblical Baby Names offers a myriad of choices. Organized alphabetically by gender, this collection offers hundreds of biblical names culled from both the Old and New Testaments. Each entry includes:



• The language/cultural origin of the name

• Pronunciation

• Concise meaning

• Spiritual connotation

• Scriptural story surrounding the name

• Citation of where the name appears in the Bible

• Related names and nicknames

• Alternate names with spelling variations



This book is not intended to be comprehensive. Of the 3,300 names in both the Old and New Testaments, nearly 500 have been selected. The names were chosen with the consideration that they should appeal to contemporary tastes. Others, such as Jezebel and Judas, were excluded because of their association with evil, and Jehoshaphat because of its impracticality.

Unlike some exhaustive name dictionaries, which provide only a one- or two-word definition for thousands of names, Classic Biblical Baby Names offers a selection of specifically chosen names that are beautiful and powerful, along with the engaging biblical story of each name’s origin. Expectant parents can use this guide to give them background on more-common names and to open up new possibilities of lesser-known names that are classic and unique at the same time. In our multicultural society, unusual names are no longer the exception, and the Bible is a rich resource waiting to be mined.

“A good name is better than precious ointment,” says Ecclesiastes 7:1. Take time to peruse these pages and make a choice that will start your precious one off on a distinctive path that will last a lifetime.



BOYS’ NAMES
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The angel of the LORD also said to her:
 “You are now with child and you will have a son.”

—GENESIS 16:11
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AARON • (EHR-uhn) or (A-ruhn)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew/Egyptian

Meaning: Mountain of Strength

Spiritual Connotation: Exalted

Related Names/Nicknames: Aaronas, Aharon, Arand, Arend, Ari, Arnie, Erin, Haroun, Harun, Ron, Ronnie, Ronny

Alternate Names: Aaran, Aaren, Aarron, Aaryn, Arin, Aron, Aronne, Arran, Arron

Background Story: When God commanded Moses to lead the Israelites out of Egypt, he sent Aaron—Moses’s brother—to help. Aaron served as his brother’s mouthpiece because Moses was afraid he was too “slow of speech.” Pharaoh wanted proof of God’s power before releasing the Israelites, and Aaron and Moses performed numerous “wonders” before him: They transformed a staff into a snake, turned the waters of the Nile into blood, and brought plagues upon Egypt. It was not until the Lord struck down all the firstborn of Egypt that Pharaoh said, “Rise up, go away from my people, both you and the Israelites!” Aaron was a loyal companion to Moses, but when the Lord was giving Moses the Ten Commandments, Aaron gave in to the demands of the Israelites and built an idol for them at the base of the mountain. Thanks to Moses’s prayer, however, God forgave Aaron and appointed him the first high priest, with his sons to follow (Exodus 4–40).

Of Interest: From 1970 to 2003, Aaron was one of the fifty most popular names for boys in the United States.

Famous Namesakes: Aaron Burr, U.S. vice president; Aaron Copland, composer; Aaron Neville and Aaron Tippin, singers; Hank Aaron, baseball home-run champion.



ABDIEL • (AB-dee-ehl)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Servant of God

Spiritual Connotation: Faithful Disciple

Related Names/Nicknames: Abdi, Abe, Diel

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: Abdiel was the son of Guni and a descendant of Gad. His own son, Ahi, was “chief in their clan.” Abdiel’s kin lived in Bashan “and in the pasture lands of Sharon” (1 Chronicles 5:15–16). Abdiel is a name suggesting a man who is true to his beliefs.

Of Interest: Abdiel was the name given to the fictional seraph who withstood Satan in Milton’s Paradise Lost.
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ABDON • (AB-duhn)

Language/Cultural Origin: Aramaic

Meaning: Servant

Spiritual Connotation: Worshipper

Related Names/Nicknames: Avda, Avdon

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: There are four men named Abdon in the Bible: a judge of Israel who served for eight years and had forty sons and thirty grandsons (Judges 12:13–14); one of the sons of Shashak, a Benjamite (1 Chronicles 8:23); the firstborn son of Jeiel and Maacah (1 Chronicles 8:29–30); and the son of Micah, sent by King Josiah to the prophetess, Huldah, to determine the fate of his people who had “forsaken” the Lord (2 Chronicles 34:20–28). The name Abdon suggests a man who looks to God for answers.



ABEL • (AY-buhl)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Breath

Spiritual Connotation: Sacred Offering

Related Names/Nicknames: Abe, Abele, Abey, Abhel, Abie, Hebel, Hebhel, Hevel

Alternate Names: Abell, Able, Abyl

Background Story: Adam’s son Abel worked as a shepherd, and his older brother Cain tilled the field. One day, each made an offering to the Lord. Cain offered God the “fruit of the ground” while Abel brought him the “firstlings of his flock.” God preferred Abel’s offering, which filled Cain’s heart with rage. He lured Abel into the field and killed him. When God inquired about Abel’s whereabouts, Cain rudely replied, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” God punished Cain by making him “a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth” (Genesis 4:1–12).

Of Interest: In the New Testament, Abel is considered the first martyr, and Jesus refers to the “blood of righteous Abel” (Matthew 23:35).
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ABIEL • (AY-bee-ehl) or (uh-BAI-ehl) or (AB-ee-ehl)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: My Father Is God

Spiritual Connotation: Devoted to the Lord

Related Names/Nicknames: Abi-albon

Alternate Names: Abeel, Abiell, Abyel, Abyell, Ahbiel

Background Story: Two men named Abiel are in the Bible: Kish’s father and Saul’s grandfather (1 Samuel 9:1, 14:51), and one of the “mighty warriors” who helped David become king (1 Chronicles 11:32). Abiel is a name suggesting a strong faith in God.

Of Interest: Abiel was a popular name among the early Puritan settlers.
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ABIRAM • (uh-BAI-ruhm)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: High Father

Spiritual Connotation: Dignity

Related Names/Nicknames: Avi, Aviram

Alternate Names: Abhiram

Background Story: Both Abirams in the Bible met unhappy ends. Abiram and his brother, Dathan, accused Moses and Aaron of exalting themselves “above the assembly of the Lord.” For questioning God’s will, the brothers and their families were swallowed up by the earth (Numbers 16:1–34). The other Abiram was the victim of his father, Hiel, who rebuilt the walls of Jericho “at the cost of” his firstborn son’s life (1 Kings 16:34).
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ABNER • (AB-ner)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Father of Light

Spiritual Connotation: Believer of Truth

Related Names/Nicknames: Ab, Abbey, Abbie, Abby, Abnar, Abnor, Avnor, Eb, Ebby

Alternate Names: Avner

Background Story: Abner was the chief commander of King Saul’s army and also his cousin. It was Abner who introduced David to the king’s court following his victory over Goliath. After Saul’s death, Abner went to war with David’s army to secure the throne for Saul’s son, Ishbaal. He lost that fight at the pool of Gibeon and was eventually killed by the commander of David’s army, Joab. David sincerely mourned Abner’s death, saying, “A prince and a great man has fallen this day in Israel” (2 Samuel 3:38).

Famous Namesakes: Abner Doubleday was a Civil War general at the Battle of Gettysburg and, as legend has it, the inventor of baseball.
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ABRAHAM • (AY-bruh-ham)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Father of a Multitude

Spiritual Connotation: Benefactor

Related Names/Nicknames: Abarran, Abe, Abey, Abhiram, Abie, Abrahan, Abram, Abrami, Abramo, Abran, Avi, Avra, Avraham, Avram, Avrom, Avrum, Bram

Alternate Names: Abrahem, Abrahim, Abrahym, Abreham, Abrehem, Abrehym, Abryham, Abryhem, Ebrahim, Ibraheem, Ibrahim

Background Story: Abraham—originally called Abram—lived in Haran with his wife, Sarai, and the rest of his kin. One day, the Lord told Abram to leave his father’s country. “I will make you into a great nation,” God promised (Genesis 12:1–2). Abram and Sarai traveled from place to place for many years, but they had no children. Finally, Sarai persuaded Abram to have a child with her maid, Hagar, and they named the boy Ishmael. When Abram was ninety-nine, God fulfilled his promise at last. He made a covenant with Abram, changing his name to Abraham and Sarai’s name to Sarah, and in her old age “Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son” named Isaac (Genesis 21:2). Abraham’s first son, Ishmael, was sent into the wilderness, where he grew up under God’s protection. Then the Lord presented Abraham with his greatest test. He said, “Take your…only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering.” As always, Abraham did as the Lord asked. At the exact moment he raised his knife to kill Isaac, an angel appeared and stopped him. Because of Abraham’s faithfulness, God promised to bless him and make his offspring “as numerous as the stars of heaven” (Genesis 22:2–18). At the age of one hundred seventy-five, Abraham died and was buried at Machpelah, where he had also buried his beloved wife Sarah.

Of Interest: God made a covenant with Abraham that he would be the “ancestor of a multitude of nations” (Genesis 17:5). Through Ishmael, he is considered one of the first prophets of Islam, and through Isaac, he is known as the first patriarch of the Jews. His original name, Abram, means “high father” or “exalted father.”

Famous Namesakes: Abraham Lincoln was the sixteenth president of the United States.
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ABSALOM • (AB-suh-luhm)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Father of Peace

Spiritual Connotation: God’s Mercy

Related Names/Nicknames: Abishalom, Absolon, Acke, Aksel, Akseli, Axel, Axelle

Alternate Names: Avsalom, Avshalom

Background Story: Absalom, the son of Maacah, was David’s third and favorite son. The trouble began when David’s firstborn son, Amnon, violated Absalom’s sister Tamar, who was known for her beauty. Absalom killed Amnon and escaped to Geshur, where he found refuge with his grandfather. David grew despondent over the loss of Absalom and, after three years, he allowed him to return to Jerusalem. Absalom, however, had his eye on David’s throne and began to gather support. He proclaimed himself king of Hebron, and David fled from Jerusalem. A battle ensued, but Absalom and his supporters were no match for David and his army. Absalom died retreating from the battlefield. Despite his son’s rebellious actions, David wept after his death. “O my son Absalom…Would I had died instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son!” (2 Samuel 18:33).

Of Interest: Absalom, Absalom!, written by William Faulkner, is a novel about three families in the South during the time of the Civil War.
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ACHAICUS • (uh-KAY-uh-kuhs)

Language/Cultural Origin: Greek

Meaning: Sorrowing

Spiritual Connotation: Longing for God

Related Names/Nicknames: Achaia

Alternate Names: Achaikos

Background Story: Achaicus, an early Christian convert, was a leader of the Church in Corinth. With two other converts, Stephanas and Fortunatus, he visited Paul at Ephesus, where they “refreshed” his “spirit.” Paul urges the Christians at Corinth to serve these leaders and “everyone who works and toils with them” (1 Corinthians 16:15–18).



ACHIM • (AY-kihm)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Preparing

Spiritual Connotation: Eager for the Lord

Related Names/Nicknames: Ahim, Jachin, Jehoiachin

Alternate Names: Acheim, Acim

Background Story: Achim appears in Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus. He is an ancestor of Joseph, the husband of Mary, to whom Jesus was born. The name Achim suggests a man who likes to keep his eye on future possibilities.

Of Interest: Achim is a popular shortened form of the German name Joachim.

Famous Namesakes: Achim Heukemes, German marathon runner, set a new world record for his 4,568-kilometer run through Australia in April of 2005.
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ADAM • (AD-uhm)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew/Babylonian

Meaning: Red Earth

Spiritual Connotation: Made in God’s Image

Related Names/Nicknames: Ad, Adamah, Adamina, Adamo, Adams, Adamson, Adan, Adao, Addams, Addie, Addis, Addison, Addy, Ade, Admon, Adnet, Adnon, Adnot, Akamu

Alternate Names: Addam, Addem, Adem, Adham

Background Story: Adam was the first man in the Bible. God created him “from the dust of the ground” and put him in charge of the garden of Eden. The Lord also created Eve as a partner for him, because it was “not good that the man should be alone.” There was only one restriction: The couple were never to eat from the tree of good and evil. But the serpent tempted Eve, who ate from the tree and shared its fruit with Adam. For their disobedience, God threw them out of the garden, and Adam had to “till the ground from which he was taken” (Genesis 2–3). Adam and Eve had many children, but only three are named: Cain, Abel, and Seth.

Of Interest: From 1970 to 2000, Adam was among the top fifty names for boys in the United States.

Famous Namesakes: Adam Clayton Powell Jr., U.S. congressman; Adam Sandler, Adam West, actors; Adam Smith, economist.
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ADDI • (AD-ee)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: My Witness

Spiritual Connotation: In God’s Family

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: Addai, Addei

Background Story: Addi appears in Luke’s account of the genealogy of Jesus. He was an ancestor of Joseph, Mary’s husband. Addi’s father was Cosam and his son was Melchi (Luke 3:28). Addi is a friendly name, suggesting a man who is outgoing and likable.
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ADDON • (AD-uhn)

Language/Cultural Origin: Babylonian

Meaning: Strong

Spiritual Connotation: Tenacious

Related Names/Nicknames: Adain

Alternate Names: Addan

Background Story: Addon is a family or place name associated with Jews who returned from captivity in Babylon. Because these people were unable to prove their “ancestral houses or their descent,” they were unable to participate in the priesthood (Nehemiah 7:61–65). The name Addon suggests a man who handles problems well.
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ADIN • (AY-dihn)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Slender

Spiritual Connotation: Promise to God

Related Names/Nicknames: Adena, Adina, Adinu, Aidan, Aiden

Alternate Names: Aden, Adhin

Background Story: Adin was the ancestor of a clan that “returned to Jerusalem and Judah, all to their own towns” after years of captivity in Babylon (Ezra 2:15). The clan numbered in the hundreds and its leaders were among those who signed Nehemiah’s covenant with the Lord (Nehemiah 10:16).

Famous Namesakes: Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz has published fifty-eight books on the Talmud, religious thought, sociology, and philosophy.

ADINO • (uh-DEE-no)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Spear

Spiritual Connotation: Defender

Related Names/Nicknames: Dean, Dino

Alternate Names: Adhino

Background Story: Adino the Eznite—also known as Jashobeam—was a “chief among the captains” of David’s “mighty men,” an elite group of warriors who safeguarded their king. He rose to that high position as a result of killing “eight hundred men at one time” (2 Samuel 23:8). The name Adino suggests a strong, protective man.
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ADLAI • (AD-lay) or (AD-lai)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: God Is Just

Spiritual Connotation: Truthful

Related Names/Nicknames: Ad, Adaliah, Addey, Addie, Addy

Alternate Names: Adlae, Adlay, Adley

Background Story: Adlai was the father of Shaphat, one of David’s overseers, who watched “over the herds in the valleys” (1 Chronicles 27:29). The name Adlai suggests a man who is honest and fair in everything he does.

Famous Namesakes: Adlai Stevenson was a U.S. vice president; his grandson, Adlai Ewing Stevenson II, was twice the Democratic candidate for U.S. president; and his great-grandson, Adlai Ewing Stevenson III, was a U.S. senator from Illinois.



ADONAI • (AH-do-nai)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: My Lord

Spiritual Connotation: God’s Spirit

Related Names/Nicknames: Adonis

Alternate Names: Adhonay, Adoni

Background Story: Adonai is the name for God in the Hebrew Bible, where it appears over six thousand times. It is written in place of “YHVH” or “Jehovah,” a name that many Hebrews believed was too sacred to be spoken aloud. Adonai is an excellent name for a boy whose parents wish to instill the spirit of the Lord in him.

Of Interest: “YHVH” is still pronounced Adonai by Jewish people today, while most English-language Bibles translate it as “Lord.”
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ADRIEL • (AY-dree-ehl)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Of God’s Flock

Spiritual Connotation: Nurtured by God

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: Adriell, Adriyel

Background Story: Adriel was married to Saul’s daughter, Merab, whom Saul had promised to David for battling the Philistines. Saul used Merab as a “snare…that the hand of the Philistines may be against” David. When his plans failed, he gave her to Adriel as a wife (1 Samuel 18:17–19). Later, Adriel and Merab’s five sons were killed by the Gibeonites in retribution for Saul’s mistreatment of them (2 Samuel 21:1–9).

Of Interest: In one Native American language, Adriel is the word for “beaver” and suggests a person of skill.

Famous Namesakes: Adriel Hampton, journalist; Adriel Heisey, aerial photographer.
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AENEAS • (uh-NEE-uhs)

Language/Cultural Origin: Greek

Meaning: Praiseworthy

Spiritual Connotation: Honorable

Related Names/Nicknames: Aengus, Angus, Enne

Alternate Names: Aenneas, Aineas, Ainneas, Aneas, Eneas, Enneas, Enneis, Enneiss

Background Story: Aeneas, a man from Lydda, “had been bedridden for eight years, for he was paralyzed.” When Peter discovered him he said, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; get up and make your bed!” With those words, the man was healed. As soon as the people in his town saw him, they embraced the Lord (Acts 9:32–35).

Of Interest: Aeneas—a Trojan hero of Greek and Roman legend—is a character in Homer’s epic poem The Iliad. He is also the hero of Virgil’s Aeneid, which tells the story of his journey from Troy to the city that would one day become Rome.

Famous Namesakes: Aeneas Williams, a professional football player for the St. Louis Rams, has appeared in the Pro Bowl eight times.
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ALEXANDER • (al-ihg-ZAN-der)

Language/Cultural Origin: Greek

Meaning: Defender of Mankind

Spiritual Connotation: Protector

Related Names/Nicknames: Al, Alastair, Alaster, Alcander, Alcinder, Alcindor, Alec, Alek, Alessandro, Alex, Alexan, Alexandra, Alexandros, Alexi, Alexie, Alexis, Alic, Alick, Alik, Alistair, Alix, Allie, Lex, Sacha, Sander, Sandie, Sandro, Sandy, Sascha, Sasha, Saunder, Saunders, Xan, Xander, Zander, Zandro, Zandros

Alternate Names: Aleksander, Aleksandr, Alessandre, Alexandre, Alisander, Alissander, Alissandre, Alixandre

Background Story: There are four Alexanders in the New Testament: the son of Simon of Cyrene, who carried Jesus’s cross (Mark 15:21); a relative of Annas, present when the high priest questioned Peter and John (Acts 4:5–7); a man who “suffered shipwreck in the faith” and was excommunicated (1 Timothy 1:19–20); and a Jew in Ephesus, where Paul was converting people. A group of artisans who made shrines for pagan gods feared their trade would “come into disrepute” and incited the crowd against Paul. Alexander “tried to make a defense” for Paul although the crowd refused to listen (Acts 19:24–34).

Of Interest: In 2004 Alexander was the fifteenth most popular name for boys.

Famous Namesakes: Alexander Graham Bell, inventor; Alec Baldwin, Sir Alec Guinness, actors; Alexandre Dumas, Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, authors; Alexander Haig, U.S. secretary of state; Alexander Hamilton, U.S. secretary of the treasury; Alexander Pope, poet; Alexander Popov, Olympic gold medalist in swimming.
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ALLON • (AL-ehn)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Oak Tree

Spiritual Connotation: Tower of Strength

Related Names/Nicknames: Alan, Alona

Alternate Names: Alon

Background Story: Allon was the son of Jedaiah and the father of Shiphi. He was a leader of a Simeonite clan who lived in the valley of Gedor, “where they found rich, good pasture, and the land was very broad, quiet, and peaceful” (1 Chronicles 4:37–40).

Of Interest: Allon-bachuth, or “the oak of weeping,” was a famous tree near Bethel, under which Rebekah’s nurse, Deborah, was buried (Genesis 35:8).
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ALPHAEUS • (AL-fee-uhs)

Language/Cultural Origin: Greek

Meaning: Changing

Spiritual Connotation: Open-minded

Related Names/Nicknames: Al, Alfie

Alternate Names: Alfaeus, Alfeos, Alfeus, Alfio, Alphaios, Alpheaus, Alpheus

Background Story: There are two men named Alphaeus in the Bible: the father of James whom Jesus chose as one of his apostles (Matthew 10:3), and the father of Levi, a tax collector with whom Jesus and his disciples dined (Mark 2:14–17). The name Alphaeus is a reminder of the need to be open to change in life.
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ALVAN • (AL-van)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Sublime

Spiritual Connotation: Noble

Related Names/Nicknames: Al, Aliah, Alian, Alva, Alvah, Alvie, Alvina, Alwan

Alternate Names: Alven, Alvin, Alvyn, Elvin

Background Story: Alvan was Shobal’s firstborn son. His brothers were Manahath, Ebal, Shepho, and Onam. They were the grandchildren of Seir the Horite (Genesis 36:23). The name Alvan suggests a man who always rises to the occasion.

Famous Namesakes: Alvan Adams, basketball player; Alvan Clark, astronomer and maker of astronomical lenses; Thomas Alva Edison, inventor.
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AMAL • (ah-MAHL)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Industrious

Spiritual Connotation: Idealist

Related Names/Nicknames: Amali, Amalio, Amel, Amelia, Emil

Alternate Names: Amaal, Amahl

Background Story: Amal, the son of Helem, was from the tribe of Asher. He and his brothers—Zophah, Imna, and Shelesh—were all “heads of their ancestral houses, select mighty warriors, and chief of the princes” (1 Chronicles 7:35–40). Amal is a quiet but powerful name, suggesting a man who knows how to turn his dreams into reality.

Of Interest: Amahl is the name of the young boy in the opera Amahl and the Night Visitors by Gian Carlo Menotti.
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AMARIAH • (am-uh-RAI-uh)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: The Lord Promises

Spiritual Connotation: Covenant

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: Amaria, Amariya, Amariyah, Amarya, Amaryah

Background Story: Amariah was a popular name in the Bible, especially among the Levites. The more prominent were: a Levite from the lineage of Moses whom David assigned to work “in the house of the Lord” (1 Chronicles 23:4, 19); the chief priest who settled religious disputes under Jehoshaphat (2 Chronicles 19:11); one of Hezekiah’s priests who distributed the free-will offering (2 Chronicles 31:15); and the prophet Zephaniah’s great-grandfather (Zephaniah 1:1). The name Amariah suggests someone who takes his relationship with God seriously.
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AMASA • (uh-MAY-suh) or (AM-uh-suh)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Bearing a Burden

Spiritual Connotation: Responsible Leader

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: The name Amasa appears twice in the Bible. The first was the son of Abigail, David’s sister. David’s son Absalom “appointed Amasa over the army” when he rebelled against his father. After Absalom was killed in battle, David made peace with Amasa by appointing him commander of his army. But David’s former commander, Joab, soon retaliated by killing Amasa and regaining his post (2 Samuel 17, 19–20). Amasa was also an Ephraimite chief who “stood up against” making slaves of Judeans captured in battle. Instead, he clothed and fed them—and set them free (2 Chronicles 28:12–13).

Famous Namesakes: Amasa Holcomb, pioneer telescope maker; Francis Amasa Walker, former president of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT).
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AMASAI • (ay-MA-sai) or (ay-MAY-sai)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Strong

Spiritual Connotation: Moved by God’s Spirit

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: Amasay

Background Story: There are three men named Amasai in the Bible: a Levite priest responsible for the “service of song” in the temple (1 Chronicles 6:31–35); one of Saul’s warrior chiefs, who was overcome by the “spirit” and defected to David (1 Chronicles 12:18); and a priest appointed by David “to blow the trumpets before the ark of God” (1 Chronicles 15:24). The name Amasai is mindful of a spirited man who is unafraid to “sing out” God’s praises.
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AMITTAI • (uh-MIHT-ai)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: True

Spiritual Connotation: Faithful

Related Names/Nicknames: Amitan, Tai

Alternate Names: Amitai, Amitay, Amitei, Amittay

Background Story: Amittai was the father of the prophet Jonah and lived in the town of Gath-hepher in Zebulon (2 Kings 14:25). His son, Jonah, prophesied the expansion of Israel by Jeroboam. The name Amittai suggests a man who always stands by his friends.
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AMMIEL • (AM-ee-uhl)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: God of My People

Spiritual Connotation: Belonging to God

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: Ameiel, Amiel, Amyel

Background Story: Ammiel is the name of four men in the Bible: one of twelve men Moses sent to “spy out the land of Canaan” before he gave it to the Israelites (Numbers 13:1, 12); the father of Machir, who gave aid to David’s army during Absalom’s rebellion (2 Samuel 17:27); the father of Bathsheba, who was David’s wife and Solomon’s mother (1 Chronicles 3:5); and a gatekeeper of the tabernacle for David (1 Chronicles 26:5).

Famous Namesakes: Ammiel Alcalay is a poet, critic, essayist, and translator.



AMNON • (AM-nuhn) or (AM-nawn)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Faithful and True

Spiritual Connotation: Devoted

Related Names/Nicknames: Aminon, Ammon, Amon

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: A prominent Amnon in the Bible is the son of David and his wife Ahinoam, who “fell in love” with his beautiful half-sister Tamar, a virgin. He tricked her into coming to his house by pretending to be ill and, in spite of her protests, he forced himself on her, then cast her out. Although Tamar was desolate, David refused to punish Amnon, who was his firstborn son. Tamar’s brother, Absalom, later had Amnon killed for what he had done to his sister (2 Samuel 13:1–29).

Famous Namesakes: Amnon Lipkin-Shahak, chief of staff of the Israel Defense Forces; Amnon Rubinstein, Israeli politician and scholar; Amnon Wolman, composer.
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AMON • (AY-mahn)

Language/Cultural Origin: Egyptian/Hebrew

Meaning: Trustworthy

Spiritual Connotation: Reliable

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: Ammon, Amun

Background Story: In the Bible, Amon is a name associated with three men: a governor of Samaria who was ordered by King Ahab to put the prophet Micaiah in prison (1 Kings 22:26); a king of Judah whose servants “conspired against him” and killed him (2 Kings 21:19–26); and a servant of Solomon and his descendants who returned from captivity in Babylon (Nehemiah 7:59).

Famous Namesakes: Amon G. Carter, Texas newspaper publisher and philanthropist; Amon Gordon, football player for the Cleveland Browns.
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AMOS • (AY-muhs)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: One Who Is Burdened

Spiritual Connotation: Responsibility

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: Amoss

Background Story: Amos is one of the twelve minor prophets of the Bible. A simple shepherd from the town of Tekoa, he described himself as “no prophet, nor prophet’s son; but…a herdsman and a dresser of sycamore trees” whom the Lord sent to prophesy to the Israelites. During the reign of Jeroboam, Israel reached its height of wealth and power, and the people grew indifferent to God. Amos’s prophecies revealed God’s anger at their pride and arrogance—and a promise of punishment if they did not repent. He wrote about God’s promise to “shake the house of Israel” as if with a sieve, eliminating its sinners. In the end, however, he would “raise up its ruins and rebuild it,” and the fortunes of Israel would be restored (Book of Amos).

Of Interest: The Book of Amos is the oldest prophetic book in the Bible.

Famous Namesakes: Amos Bronson Alcott, educator and father of Louisa May Alcott; Amos Eaton, naturalist; Amos Meller, composer/conductor; Amos Oz, writer.



AMZI • (AM-zee)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: My Strength

Spiritual Connotation: Zeal

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: Amzi is the name of two men in the Bible: one of the Levites David “put in charge of the service of song” in the tabernacle after the ark of the covenant was brought there (1 Chronicles 6:31, 46), and a priest who agreed to live in Jerusalem while Nehemiah was governor (Nehemiah 11:12). The name Amzi suggests a man who goes through life with spirit and enthusiasm.
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ANAN • (AY-nuhn)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew/Arabic

Meaning: Cloud

Spiritual Connotation: Covenant with God

Related Names/Nicknames: Anani

Alternate Names: Aenon, Hanan

Background Story: Anan was one of the men who signed the written covenant with the Lord created by Nehemiah after the return from Babylonian captivity (Nehemiah 10:26). The name Anan is a reminder that new doors can open when the past is left behind.
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ANANIAS • (an-uh-NAI-uhs)

Language/Cultural Origin: Greek

Meaning: Gift of the Lord

Spiritual Connotation: Grace

Related Names/Nicknames: Ananiah, Annas, Hananiah

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: Of the three men called Ananias in the Bible, the devout disciple who lived in Damascus is especially notable. In a vision, God commanded Ananias to heal a man named Saul, whom the Lord had blinded on the road to Damascus. Ananias knew that Saul had come to persecute Christ’s followers and was afraid. But the Lord told him that Saul was an “instrument” who would bring Christ’s message to the world. Ananias went to Saul, laid his hands on him, and said, “Regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” Saul’s vision returned and Ananias baptized him. Saul went on to become the great missionary of the early Church known as Paul (Acts 9:10–19).

Of Interest: Ananias is recognized as a saint in the Catholic Church.
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ANDREW • (AN-droo)

Language/Cultural Origin: Greek

Meaning: Mighty One

Spiritual Connotation: Courageous

Related Names/Nicknames: Ander, Anders, Anderson, Andie, Andonia, Andor, Andra, Andras, Andre, Andrea, Andreas, Andrei, Andreia, Andres, Andrewes, Andrews, Andrey, Andria, Andriana, Andriel, Andries, Andrija, Andrina, Andris, Andrius, Andros, Andrus, Andy, Deandre, Dre, Drea, Drew, Dru

Alternate Names: Andreu, Andro, Andru

Background Story: Andrew’s story began near the Sea of Galilee, where he and his brother, Simon, were fishermen. He was walking with John the Baptist when John saw Jesus and exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God” (John 1:35–42). Jesus promised to make both Andrew and Simon “fishers of men,” so they left their nets and followed him in his ministry. As one of Jesus’s apostles, Andrew witnessed his words and miracles with his own eyes. It was Andrew who found the boy with “five loaves and two fish,” which Jesus used to feed a crowd of five thousand (John 6:8–9). Andrew was also with the apostles when the Holy Spirit came upon them, giving them the power to preach God’s message to the world (Acts 2:1–4).

Of Interest: Andrew is the patron saint of Scotland, Russia, and Greece. The name has ranked among the top ten for boys in the United States since 1990.

Famous Namesakes: Andrew Carnegie, industrialist; Andy Devine, Andy Griffith, Andy Garcia, actors; Andrew Jackson, Andrew Johnson, U.S. presidents; Andy Warhol, Andrew Wyeth, artists; Andrew Lloyd Webber, composer; Prince Andrew, Duke of York.
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ANDRONICUS • (an-DRAWN-uh-kuhs)

Language/Cultural Origin: Latin

Meaning: Excelling Others

Spiritual Connotation: Incomparable

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: Andronikos

Background Story: Andronicus—together with a man named Junia—was a relative of Paul who lived in Rome. They both became Christians before Paul and were with him in prison. Paul described Andronicus and Junia as being “prominent among the apostles” (Romans 16:7). The name Andronicus implies a man who is an example to other people.

Of Interest: Andronicus is the name of a Catholic saint—a Roman soldier who was martyred for his faith in the early fourth century.
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APELLES • (uh-PEHL-eez)

Language/Cultural Origin: Greek

Meaning: Separation

Spiritual Connotation: One Who Is Called

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: Paul greeted Apelles, a fellow Christian, in a letter he sent to the members of the Church in Rome. He described him as someone who was “approved in Christ” (Romans 16:10). The name Apelles suggests an independent thinker.

Of Interest: Apelles—a Greek artist who painted Alexander the Great—was one of the most celebrated artists of the ancient world. None of his works survive.
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APOLLOS • (uh-POL-uhs)

Language/Cultural Origin: Greek

Meaning: Manly

Spiritual Connotation: Growth toward God

Related Names/Nicknames: Apollo, Apollon, Apollonios, Apollonius

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: Apollos, a Jew born in Alexandria, was one of the first to teach others “the Way of the Lord.” Gifted with eloquence and “burning enthusiasm,” he studied under Priscilla and Aquila in Ephesus, then journeyed to Corinth, where his knowledge of Jesus’s teachings benefited the fledgling Christian community (Acts 18:24–28). When Christ’s followers in Corinth divided into factions, Paul reminded them that they did not “belong to” him or Apollos but to Christ. “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth,” Paul said (1 Corinthians 1:12, 3:6).

Of Interest: The name Apollos is closely related to Apollo, the Greek and Roman god of light, music, and poetry.
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AQUILA • (AK-wih-luh) or (uh-KWIHL-uh)

Language/Cultural Origin: Latin

Meaning: Eagle

Spiritual Connotation: Powerful

Related Names/Nicknames: Acquilino, Akilino, Akulina, Aquilina, Aquilino

Alternate Names: Acquila, Acquilla, Akila, Akilla, Aquilla

Background Story: Aquila, a Jew who was exiled from Rome, lived in Corinth with his wife, Priscilla. Paul stayed with him on his first journey, and they practiced their mutual trade of tentmaking (Acts 18:1–3). Aquila and his wife traveled with Paul to Ephesus, where they acted as his “helpers in Christ” (Romans 16:3). In Ephesus, they met Apollos and taught him the accurate “Way of God” (Acts 18:26).

Of Interest: Aquila is also the name of a constellation in the Milky Way.
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ARAN • (AY-ran)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Wild Goat

Spiritual Connotation: Adaptable

Related Names/Nicknames: Aaron, Aranne, Aronne

Alternate Names: Aren

Background Story: Aran was the younger son of Dishan and the grandson of Seir the Horite (Genesis 36:28). He was a clan head of the Horites who lived in Edom when Esau settled there. The name Aran suggests a man who can thrive in any situation.
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ARCHIPPUS • (ahr-KIHP-uhs)

Language/Cultural Origin: Greek

Meaning: Master of the Horse

Spiritual Connotation: Tamer of Souls

Related Names/Nicknames: Archie, Chip

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: Archippus was a “fellow soldier” of Paul in Colosse. He may have been a relative of Philemon and Apphia—possibly their son (Philemon 1:2). In a letter to the Colossians, Paul offered him words of encouragement: “See that you complete the task that you have received in the Lord” (Colossians 4:17).

Of Interest: In the Catholic Church, Archippus is recognized as a saint, martyred for his religious beliefs.
[image: image]

ARDON • (AHR-duhn)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Descendant

Spiritual Connotation: Beloved Offspring

Related Names/Nicknames: Ard, Arda, Ardie, Ardy

Alternate Names: Arden, Ardin, Arrden

Background Story: Ardon was the youngest son of Caleb “by his wife Azubah.” He was a grandson of Hezron and a descendant of Judah and Tamar (1 Chronicles 2:18). The name Ardon suggests a man who feels connected to his past.

Famous Namesakes: Mordecai Ardon was an abstract painter who is considered one of Israel’s greatest artists.
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ARELI • (ay-REE-lai)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Light of God

Spiritual Connotation: Keeper of the Flame

Related Names/Nicknames: Ari, Ariel

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: When Jacob moved his family to Egypt, Areli was among the many offspring who accompanied him (Genesis 46:16). He was Gad’s son and the grandson of Jacob. The Arelites, a clan of the tribe of Gad, were his descendants (Numbers 26:17). Areli is a powerful name, suggesting someone whose faith burns within him.
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ARIEL • (AIR-ee-uhl) or (AHR-ee-ehl)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Lion of God

Spiritual Connotation: Powerful Leader

Related Names/Nicknames: Ari, Arie, Ariella, Arielle, Arik

Alternate Names: Aeriell, Airiel, Airyel, Airyell, Arel, Ariell, Ariyel, Aryel, Aryell

Background Story: Ariel was one of the leaders of the Israelites whom Ezra led out of captivity in Babylon. When Ezra saw there were no Levite priests among them, he sent Ariel and several other leaders to Casiphia to obtain “ministers for the house of God” (Ezra 8:16–17). Ariel was also a symbolic name for the city of Jerusalem (Isaiah 29:1).

Famous Namesakes: Ariel Sharon is an Israeli political and military leader who was elected prime minister of Israel in 2001. His nickname is Arik.
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ARMONI • (ahr-MO-nai)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: My Palace

Spiritual Connotation: Favored

Related Names/Nicknames: Armand, Armando, Armen, Armin, Armino, Armon

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: Armoni and his brother, Mephibosheth, were Saul’s sons whom David handed over to the Gibeonites because of Saul’s “bloodguilt” for killing their people. The Gibeonites “impaled” them, and five of Saul’s grandsons, on a “mountain before the Lord.” For nearly six months, their mother, Rizpah, stayed with their bodies, preventing them from being defiled by “the birds of the air…by day, or the wild animals by night.” Moved by her motherly devotion, King David gave Armoni and the others a proper burial in their ancestral tomb (2 Samuel 21:1–14).
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ARTEMAS • (AHR-tih-muhs)

Language/Cultural Origin: Greek

Meaning: Whole

Spiritual Connotation: Exemplary

Related Names/Nicknames: Art, Artemidorus, Artie, Arty, Diana

Alternate Names: Artemis, Artemus, Artimas, Artimis, Artimus

Background Story: Artemas served Paul as leader of the early Christian Church. In a letter to Titus, Paul considered sending Artemas as a replacement for him in Crete so that Titus could “spend the winter” with Paul at Nicopolis (Titus 3:12).

Of Interest: In the Eastern Orthodox tradition, Artemas was the bishop of Lystra and one of “the seventy disciples” mentioned in Luke’s gospel (Luke 10:1).

Famous Namesakes: Artemas Ward was chief commander at the siege of Boston during the American Revolution.
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ASA • (AY-suh)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Healer

Spiritual Connotation: God Restores

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: Aca, Ase

Background Story: Asa—the son of Abijah—was the third king of Judah. During his reign of forty-one years, Asa followed David’s example and did “what was…right in the sight of the Lord.” He “put away” pagan images, broke down their altars, and removed his mother, Maacah, from her position as queen mother, because she worshipped idols. With his faith in God, Asa was able to overcome the army of Zerah the Ethiopian and reign for many years in peace and prosperity. At the end of his life, Asa’s faith faltered. Struggling with a “severe” illness, he put his trust in physicians—not in the Lord—and suffered greatly. Asa was succeeded by his son, Jehoshaphat, who walked in his father’s “earlier ways” and followed God’s commandments (2 Chronicles 14–17).

Of Interest: Asa was a popular name among Puritans in the seventeenth century.
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ASAHEL • (AY-suh-hehl) or (A-suh-hehl)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Creature of God

Spiritual Connotation: God’s Child

Related Names/Nicknames: Asaya, Asa

Alternate Names: Asayel, Asiel

Background Story: Of the four Asahels in the Bible, David’s nephew is most prominent. Asahel was a warrior, one of David’s thirty mighty men, and “as swift of foot as a wild gazelle.” During the battle at Gibeon, he pursued Abner as he retreated. Abner tried to avoid a confrontation, but Asahel “refused to turn away” and Abner was forced to kill him (2 Samuel 2:18–24). Asahel’s brother, Joab, later killed Abner in retribution.

Famous Namesakes: Asahel Curtis was a pioneer photographer who documented the Klondike Gold Rush in 1897.
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ASAIAH • (ay-suh-AI-uh)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Yahweh Has Made

Spiritual Connotation: God’s Creation

Related Names/Nicknames: Asa

Alternate Names: Asahiah

Background Story: There are four biblical Asaiahs: Josiah’s trusted servant, sent to consult with the prophetess Huldah when the “book of the law” was found in the temple (2 Kings 22:11–20); the leader of a Simeonite family who “found rich, good pasture” in Gedor (1 Chronicles 4:36–40); a Shilonite, whose family returned to Jerusalem after the “exile in Babylon” (1 Chronicles 9:5); and a Levite who helped to carry “the ark of the Lord” to Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 15:11–12).
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ASHER • (ASH-er)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Happy

Spiritual Connotation: Blessed

Related Names/Nicknames: Anshel, Ash, Ashley, Asser, Osher

Alternate Names: Ashor, Ashur

Background Story: When Jacob’s wife Leah thought she could bear no more children, she gave her maid, Zilpah, as a wife to Jacob. Asher was Zilpah’s second son and Jacob’s eighth. After he was born, Leah said, “Happy am I! For the women will call me happy” (Genesis 30:13). Jacob predicted a bright future for his son: “Asher’s food shall be rich, and he shall provide royal delicacies” (Genesis 49:20). Asher grew up to become one of the leaders of the twelve tribes of Israel.
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AUGUSTUS • (uh-GUHS-tuhs) or (aw-GUHS-tuhs)

Language/Cultural Origin: Latin

Meaning: Majestic

Spiritual Connotation: Venerable

Related Names/Nicknames: Agostino, Agosto, Aguistin, Agustin, Agustine, Agustino, Augie, August, Augusta, Auguste, Augustin, Augustine, Augustino, Augusto, Augy, Austen, Austin, Austyn, Gus, Guss

Alternate Names: Agustus, Augoustos

Background Story: Augustus was the title given to the first Roman emperor. Because of his decree “that all the world should be registered,” Joseph and Mary were required to leave Nazareth and go up to Bethlehem, where she gave birth to Jesus (Luke 2:1).

Of Interest: Augustus was the grandnephew of Julius Caesar.

Famous Namesakes: Augustus Busch, beer magnate; Augustus John, artist; Augustus Saint-Gaudens, sculptor; August Strindberg, playwright.
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AZAREL • (AZ-uh-rehl)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: God Has Helped

Spiritual Connotation: Successful in the Lord

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: Azarael, Azareel

Background Story: Azarel is the name of several Old Testament men: a relative of Saul who defected to David at Ziklag (1 Chronicles 12:6); a chief officer of the tribe of Dan under David (1 Chronicles 27:22); and a priest who played the trumpet at Nehemiah’s “dedication of the wall” in Jerusalem (Nehemiah 12:36). Azarel is a confident name, suggesting a man who knows how to achieve his goals, even in the most trying times.
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AZARIAH • (a-zuh-RAI-uh)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Helped by God

Spiritual Connotation: Encouragement

Related Names/Nicknames: Abednego, Azarias, Azria, Azriah, Uzziah, Uzziel, Zaria

Alternate Names: Azaria, Azaryah, Azeria, Azeriah, Azorya, Azuria, Azuriah

Background Story: Azariah is a popular name for men in the Bible. Some of the more notable are: a high priest in the days of Solomon (1 Kings 4:2); a king of Judah who “did what was right in the sight of the Lord” (2 Kings 15:1–5); a prophet who encouraged King Asa to initiate religious reform in Judah (2 Chronicles 15:1–8); and one of three young men educated with Daniel in King Nebuchadnezzar’s court. The last Azariah, who had his name changed to Abednego, was thrown with his friends into a “furnace of blazing fire” for refusing to worship pagan gods. To the amazement of all, the young men were protected by an angel and walked out unharmed (Daniel 1:6–7, 3:19–27).

Of Interest: In the Prayer of Azariah—included in some versions of the Bible—Azariah thanks and praises God for protecting him and his friends from the fiery furnace.
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AZEL • (A-zuhl)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Noble

Spiritual Connotation: Admirable

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: Azel was a descendant of King Saul through his son, Jonathan. Azel had six sons: Azrikam, Bocheru, Ishmael, Sheariah, Obadiah, and Hanan (1 Chronicles 8:37–38). Azel is a unique name, suggesting a man who has earned the respect of others.
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AZZAN • (AZ-uhn)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Very Strong

Spiritual Connotation: Guiding Hand

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: Azzan was the father of Paltiel, who was a leader “of the tribe of the Issacharites.” Azzan’s son was chosen by God to help Moses apportion “the land for inheritance” (Numbers 34:16–29). The name Azzan suggests a just man who has strength of character.
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BARAK • (BAY-rak) or (ba-RAHK)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Flash of Lightning

Spiritual Connotation: Powered by God

Related Names/Nicknames: Barric, Barry

Alternate Names: Barack, Barrak

Background Story: Barak lived at the time of the great prophetess and judge, Deborah. She “summoned” him to raise an army against the Canaanites, who had been oppressing Israel for twenty years. Barak was a reluctant hero and said to Deborah, “If you will go with me, I will go.” Deborah agreed, and Barak gathered ten thousand soldiers on the summit of Mount Tabor. When the leader of the Canaanite army approached, the Lord threw his soldiers and chariots “into a panic.” Then the Israelites attacked and destroyed the powerful army of Canaan and brought peace to Israel (Judges 4:1–16).

Famous Namesakes: Barack Obama, Illinois state senator; Ehud Barak, former prime minister of Israel.
[image: image]

BARNABAS • (BAHR-nuh-buhs)

Language/Cultural Origin: Greek/Aramaic

Meaning: Son of Encouragement

Spiritual Connotation: Comforting

Related Names/Nicknames: Barna, Barnaba, Barnabe, Barnabee, Barnabey, Barnabie, Barnaby, Barney, Barni, Barnie, Barny, Bernabe, Burnaby

Alternate Names: Barnabus, Barnebas, Barnebus

Background Story: Barnabas was a “good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith” and an early follower of Christ in Jerusalem. He gave up his possessions for the common good and convinced the apostles to accept the newly converted Paul. When news arrived that the Greeks in Antioch were eager to hear about Jesus, Barnabas traveled there and convinced Paul to join him. They converted “a great many people” in Antioch, where the name “Christian” was first used to describe the disciples. Barnabas then accompanied Paul on his first missionary journey and, although they faced considerable persecution, they brought many believers to the Church (Acts 4, 9, 11, 13–15).

Of Interest: Barnabas is honored as a saint in the Catholic Church and is credited by some as the author of the apocryphal Epistle of Barnabas.

Famous Namesakes: Barney Frank, U.S. congressman from Massachusetts; Barnaby Jones, television detective from 1973 to 1980.
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BARTHOLOMEW • (bahr-THAWL-uh-myoo)

Language/Cultural Origin: Greek/Aramaic/Hebrew

Meaning: Son of the Furrows

Spiritual Connotation: Humble

Related Names/Nicknames: Bart, Bartal, Bartel, Barth, Bartho, Barthol, Barthold, Bartholoma, Bartholome, Bartholomeo, Bartin, Bartle, Bartlet, Bartlett, Bartolome, Bartolomeo, Bartome, Barton, Bartow, Bartt, Bat, Bates, Bertalan, Bertel, Nathanael

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: Bartholomew was one of the original Twelve Apostles whom Jesus designated “to be with him, and to be sent out to proclaim the message” (Mark 3:18). With the other apostles, he was visited by the Holy Spirit fifty days after the Resurrection of Christ (Pentecost) and baptized so that he could teach God’s word to the world.

Of Interest: Tradition has it that Bartholomew brought the gospel to India. He is also a saint in the Catholic Church. Most scholars agree that Bartholomew and Nathanael in the Bible are one and the same apostle.
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BARTIMAEUS • (bahr-tih-MEE-uhs) or (bahr-ti-MAY-uhs)

Language/Cultural Origin: Greek/Aramaic

Meaning: Honorable Son

Spiritual Connotation: Discernment

Related Names/Nicknames: Bart

Alternate Names: Bartimeus

Background Story: Bartimaeus was “a blind beggar…sitting by the roadside” when Jesus and his disciples were leaving Jericho. The suffering man heard who was passing and called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Although the people around him told him to be quiet, he called out even louder a second time. Jesus stopped and asked, “What do you want me to do for you?” Bartimaeus requested that his sight be restored, and Jesus answered, “Go; your faith has made you well.” At that moment, his sight returned and Bartimaeus followed Jesus (Mark 10:46–52).

Of Interest: In Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s epic poem Christus: A Mystery, he tells the biblical story of Bartimaeus and his meeting with Jesus.
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BARUCH • (buh-ROOK) or (BAY-rook)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Blessed

Spiritual Connotation: Dedicated to the Lord

Related Names/Nicknames: Baruchi, Baruj, Benedict, Boruch

Alternate Names: Barouch, Baruk

Background Story: Of the four men named Baruch in the Bible, one is of special note. Baruch was Jeremiah’s scribe who “wrote on a scroll” everything the Lord prophesied to Jeremiah about the capture of Judah by Babylon. Baruch read the scroll to the people at the temple and they were “alarmed.” When it was given to the king of Judah, he threw it into the fire and demanded the arrest of Jeremiah and Baruch. Jeremiah then dictated an identical scroll to Baruch, adding words about the king’s punishment for not listening. Baruch and Jeremiah were eventually imprisoned—and released after Jerusalem fell to the king of Babylon as the Lord had prophesied (Jeremiah 32, 36, 43).

Of Interest: Baruch is considered by some to be an author of the apocryphal Book of Baruch.

Famous Namesakes: Baruch Spinoza, philosopher and theologian; Bernard Baruch, financier and adviser to several presidents.
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BELA • (BEH-luh)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Devouring

Spiritual Connotation: Nourishment

Related Names/Nicknames: Albert

Alternate Names: Belah

Background Story: There are three men named Bela in the Bible: the first king who reigned in Edom “before any king reigned over the Israelites” (Genesis 36:32); the oldest son of Benjamin, who was a patriarch of the Belaite clan (Genesis 46:21); and a descendant of Reuben (1 Chronicles 5:1, 8). The name Bela suggests a man who is nourished by love of God and family.

Famous Namesakes: Béla Bartók, composer; Bela Fleck, musician; Bela Lugosi, actor.



BENAIAH • (bee-NAY-uh) or (buh-NAI-uh)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: The Lord Has Built

Spiritual Connotation: Establishing God’s Kingdom

Related Names/Nicknames: Ben

Alternate Names: Benayah

Background Story: Only one of the Benaiahs in the Bible truly stands out. He was a “valiant warrior” and the commander of David’s bodyguard. Benaiah was known both for killing a lion and striking down an Egyptian soldier “with his own spear” (2 Samuel 23:20–22). The only quality greater than Benaiah’s prowess in battle was his loyalty to David. He refused to side with David’s son Adonijah, who proclaimed himself successor to the throne, and supported David’s choice of Solomon. When Solomon became king, he rewarded Benaiah’s loyalty by appointing him “over the army” (1 Kings 1, 2).
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BENJAMIN • (BEN-juh-muhn)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Son of My Right Hand

Spiritual Connotation: Fortunate

Related Names/Nicknames: Ben, Benjamim, Benjamino, Benjee, Benjey, Benji, Benjie, Benjy, Benn, Bennie, Benno, Benny, Benyamin, Benyamino, Yamin, Yamino, Yemin

Alternate Names: Benjaman, Benjamen, Benjamine, Benjamon, Benjiman, Benjimen

Background Story: Benjamin was born on the road between Bethel and Ephrath, the product of “hard labor” that cost his mother, Rachel, her life. Before she died, Rachel named him Ben-oni, or “son of my sorrows,” but his father, Jacob, called his youngest son Benjamin (Genesis 35:16–18). Benjamin grew up without his brother Joseph, who had been secretly sold into slavery by his older brothers. When they were reunited years later, Joseph was so moved that he “fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept” (Genesis 45:14). Benjamin was the patriarch of one of Israel’s twelve tribes and an ancestor of Saul, the first king of Israel (1 Samuel 9:1–2).

Of Interest: Since 1980, Benjamin has ranked among the top thirty-five names for boys in the United States.

Famous Namesakes: Ben Affleck, Ben Stiller, actors; Benjamin Britten, composer; Benjamin Disraeli, British prime minister; Benjamin Franklin, statesman/inventor; Benny Goodman, musician; Benjamin Harrison, U.S. president; Ben Jonson, playwright; Benjamin Spock, pediatrician.
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CAESAR • (SEE-zer)

Language/Cultural Origin: Latin

Meaning: Long-haired

Spiritual Connotation: Great Leader

Related Names/Nicknames: Cesare, Cesareo, Cesario, Cesaro

Alternate Names: Caezar, Casar, Ceasar, César, Cezar, Seasar, Sezar

Background Story: Caesar is the title given to several Roman emperors in the New Testament. When Jesus said, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s,” he was referring to Tiberius Caesar, who reigned during his ministry (Mark 12:17). Augustus Caesar was the emperor who decreed “that all the world should be registered” just before Jesus was born (Luke 2:1). Claudius Caesar ruled at the time of the famine in Judea (Acts 11:28), and Paul appealed to Nero Caesar when he was imprisoned (Acts 25:11).

Of Interest: The titles “czar” in Russian and “kaiser” in German are variants of the name Caesar.

Famous Namesakes: Cesar Chavez, labor leader; Cesar Romero, actor.
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CALEB • (KAY-lehb)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Faithful

Spiritual Connotation: Unwavering

Related Names/Nicknames: Cal, Cale, Caled, Carmi, Chalebi

Alternate Names: Calib, Calyb, Cayleb, Kaleb, Kayleb, Kaylob

Background Story: After the Exodus, Moses sent Caleb, Joshua, and ten other men “to spy out the land” of Canaan. When the men returned, they reported that the land flowed “with milk and honey,” but the people were too powerful. Caleb and Joshua, however, said that Canaan could be taken with the Lord’s help. The Israelites “threatened to stone them” but the Lord suddenly appeared and told them only Caleb and Joshua would live to see the Promised Land. Because of their lack of faith, the Israelites would die and their children would suffer forty years in the wilderness before they returned (Numbers 13–14).

Of Interest: The name Caleb has been growing in popularity since 1980. In 2004, it was ranked at thirty-three.

Famous Namesakes: Caleb Carr, novelist; Caleb Deschanel, cinematographer; William Caleb “Cale” Yarborough, champion NASCAR driver.
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CARMI • (KAHR-mai)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: My Vineyard

Spiritual Connotation: Flourishing

Related Names/Nicknames: Carmee, Carmel, Carmey, Karmey

Alternate Names: Carmie, Karmi, Karmie

Background Story: In the Bible, three different men are called Carmi: Reuben’s son who traveled to Egypt with his grandfather, Jacob (Genesis 46:9); the father of Achar, whose actions at Jericho drew the Lord’s anger (Joshua 7:1); and a descendant of Judah (1 Chronicles 4:1). The name Carmi suggests a man whose life is rich and productive.
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CARPUS • (KAHR-puhs)

Language/Cultural Origin: Greek/Latin

Meaning: Fruitful

Spiritual Connotation: My Spirit Thrives

Related Names/Nicknames: Karp

Alternate Names: Karpos

Background Story: Paul spoke of Carpus in a letter he wrote to Timothy from prison. He asked Timothy to visit him soon and added, “When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, also the books, and above all the parchments” (2 Timothy 4:9–13). Paul’s words imply a close relationship with a man who was probably a convert.
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CHILION • (KIHL-ee-uhn)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Complete

Spiritual Connotation: Ideal

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: Chilion and his brother, Mahlon, were the two sons of Elimelech and Naomi. During a famine, they moved with their parents from Bethlehem to Moab, where they “took Moabite wives.” Ruth was Mahlon’s wife, and Chilion married Orpah (Ruth 1:1–5). Sadly, the two brothers and their father died in Moab. Ruth returned with her mother-in-law to Bethlehem, but Chilion’s wife, Orpah, stayed behind. Chilion is a strong name, suggesting a well-rounded man.
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CHRISTIAN • (KRIHS-chuhn)

Language/Cultural Origin: Greek/Latin

Meaning: Follower of Christ

Spiritual Connotation: Believer

Related Names/Nicknames: Carsten, Chris, Christan, Christer, Christiano, Christianos, Christiansen, Christie, Christo, Christon, Christos, Christy, Cristen, Cristiano, Cristino, Cristos, Cristy, Karsten, Kerstan, Khristos, Kit, Kris, Krist, Kristo, Krystiano

Alternate Names: Christiaan, Christion, Cristian, Khristian, Kristian, Krystian

Background Story: The name Christian—follower of Christ—only appears three times in the New Testament. Barnabas and Paul were “first called Christians” when they were teaching in Antioch (Acts 11:26). Years later, Paul defended himself before Agrippa and the king responded, “Are you so quickly persuading me to become a Christian?” (Acts 26:28). Finally, Peter said in a letter, “Yet if any of you suffers as a Christian, do not consider it a disgrace, but glorify God because you bear this name” (1 Peter 4:16).

Of Interest: The Greeks or Romans were the first to call Christ’s followers “Christians.” The early disciples described themselves as “the faithful” or “believers,” but over time the name “Christian” became universally accepted.

Famous Namesakes: Christiaan Barnard, heart surgeon; Christian Dior and Christian Lacroix, fashion designers; Christian Slater, actor.
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CLAUDIUS • (KLAW-dee-uhs)

Language/Cultural Origin: Latin

Meaning: Lame

Spiritual Connotation: Fair and Just

Related Names/Nicknames: Claud, Claudan, Claude, Claudell, Claudien, Claudino, Claudio, Claudon, Clodito, Clodo, Klaudio

Alternate Names: Klaudios

Background Story: Of the two men in the New Testament named Claudius, one is the fourth emperor of Rome, during whose reign “a severe famine took place.” He was also known for exiling all Jews from Rome (Acts 11:28, 18:2). The other is Claudius Lysias, a Roman tribune who protected the prisoner Paul from an overzealous mob planning to ambush and murder him on the road to Caesarea. Claudius arranged for an envoy of soldiers to keep Paul safe and wrote to the governor that his fellow countryman “was charged with nothing deserving death or imprisonment” (Acts 23:12–30).

Of Interest: The meaning of the name Claudius comes from the fact that the emperor Claudius had a physical disability.

Famous Namesakes: Claude Debussy, composer; Claude Monet, artist; Claude Pepper, U.S. congressman; Claude Rains, actor.
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CLEMENT • (KLEHM-uhnt)

Language/Cultural Origin: Latin

Meaning: Mild

Spiritual Connotation: Merciful

Related Names/Nicknames: Clem, Clemence, Clemencio, Clemens, Clementine, Clementino, Clementius, Clemmie, Clemmons, Clemmy, Klem, Klemens

Alternate Names: Clemente, Klement, Kliment

Background Story: Clement was one of Paul’s fellow Christians in Philippi. In a letter, Paul wrote that Clement “struggled beside” him “in the work of the gospel” and that his name was “in the book of life” (Philippians 4:3). The name Clement suggests a kind and gentle man.

Famous Namesakes: Clement Attlee, British prime minister; Clement Clark Moore, poet; Clement Studebaker, manufacturer; Roberto Clemente, baseball player.
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CORNELIUS • (kor-NEEL-yuhs) or (kor-NEE-lee-uhs)

Language/Cultural Origin: Latin

Meaning: Horn

Spiritual Connotation: Power in Faith

Related Names/Nicknames: Con, Connie, Cornel, Cornelia, Cornelie, Cornelio, Cornell, Cornelus, Corney, Kornel, Kornelia, Neal, Neel, Neely, Neil, Niels

Alternate Names: Cornelious, Cornilius, Kornelios, Kornelious, Kornelis, Kornelius

Background Story: Cornelius—a Roman centurion stationed in Caesarea—was “a devout man…who prayed constantly to God.” One afternoon, an angel appeared and told him to send for Peter, which he did. The next day, a vision also came to Peter as he prayed. The Lord said, “What God has made clean, you must not call profane.” Peter was confused by the message, but God told him to return with Cornelius’s men to Caesarea. When he met Cornelius—a Gentile—and the crowd who assembled to hear him, Peter realized that God wanted him to ignore the Jewish law forbidding association with them. As he spoke to them about Jesus, suddenly “the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word…even the Gentiles.” After Peter saw this, he ordered Cornelius and the others to be baptized (Acts 10:1–48).

Of Interest: Cornelius is considered by many to be the first Gentile convert to the faith.

Famous Namesakes: Cornelius Bumpus, musician; Cornelius Vanderbilt, railroad magnate.
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CRISPUS • (KRIHS-puhs)

Language/Cultural Origin: Latin

Meaning: Curled

Spiritual Connotation: Turning to God

Related Names/Nicknames: Chris, Crepin, Crespin, Crispian, Crispin, Crispino, Crispo

Alternate Names: Krispos

Background Story: Crispus was an “official of the synagogue” in the city of Corinth, where Paul was preaching about Jesus. Although many Jews “opposed” Paul’s message, Crispus became “a believer in the Lord, together with his household” (Acts 18:6–8). He was one of the few converts baptized by Paul himself (1 Corinthians 1:14).

Famous Namesakes: Crispus Attucks, an African American and the first casualty of the American Revolution; Crispin Glover, actor.
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CYRENIUS • (sai-REE-nee-uhs)

Language/Cultural Origin: Greek/Latin

Meaning: One Who Governs

Spiritual Connotation: Guidance

Related Names/Nicknames: Sy

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: Cyrenius, whose Roman name was Quirinius, was a “governor of Syria” when Augustus Caesar first decreed that everyone in his empire must be taxed. To register, Joseph and Mary went to Bethlehem, a city in Judea where Jesus was later born (Luke 2:1–7). The name Cyrenius suggests a man who has a powerful influence on the people around him.
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CYRUS • (SAI-ruhs)

Language/Cultural Origin: Persian

Meaning: Heir of the Throne

Spiritual Connotation: Seat of Justice

Related Names/Nicknames: Ciro, Cyra, Kira, Kuros, Kyra, Kyros, Russ, Sy

Alternate Names: Cyris

Background Story: Cyrus was the king of Persia who conquered the Babylonians and freed the exiled Jews, allowing them to return to Israel. Then he declared that the Lord—the source of his power—had commanded him “to build him a house at Jerusalem.” Cyrus not only supported the rebuilding of the temple at Jerusalem, he also brought back the holy vessels that the king of Babylon had “carried away” years before. The Israelites saw all this as the fulfillment of Jeremiah’s prophecy (Ezra 1:1–11).

Famous Namesakes: Cyrus McCormick, inventor; Cyrus Vance, U.S. secretary of state; Billy Ray Cyrus, country singer.
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DAN • (DAN)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Judge

Spiritual Connotation: Mediator

Related Names/Nicknames: Dana, Danai, Danel, Danette, Dania, Daniel, Daniela, Daniele, Danilo, Danita, Dann, Dannie, Danny, Danut, Danuta, Danya

Alternate Names: Daan

Background Story: Dan, the son of Rachel’s maid Bilhah, was also Jacob’s fifth son. After Dan was born, Rachel—who could have no children—said, “God has judged me, and has also heard my voice and given me a son” (Genesis 30:6). When Jacob was on his deathbed, he blessed all his sons and said that Dan would “judge his people” as a tribe of Israel (Genesis 49:16). Dan was, indeed, a patriarch of one of Israel’s twelve tribes and Samson, his descendant, was a judge.
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DANIEL • (DAN-yuhl)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: God Is My Judge

Spiritual Connotation: Insight

Related Names/Nicknames: Daan, Dan, Dana, Danal, Danel, Danell, Danette, Dani, Dania, Daniele, Danil, Danilo, Danita, Danko, Dann, Dannel, Dannie, Danny, Dantrell, Danuta, Danya

Alternate Names: Danail, Daneal, Daneel, Danial, Daniell, Danyal, Danyel, Deniel

Background Story: As a young man, Daniel and three of his noble friends from Judah were taken to Babylon to be educated and serve King Nebuchadnezzar. All four grew in wisdom, but “Daniel also had insight into all visions and dreams.” When the king had a strange dream that none of his “wise men” could understand, the Lord helped Daniel to interpret it, and the king rewarded him with power and a high position. Daniel lived in Babylon for many years, but he never lost his faith in God. Other men were jealous of his position and plotted to bring him down. They tricked another king, Darius, to order that no one could pray to anyone but him for thirty days. Daniel was caught “praying…before his God,” and Darius was forced to throw him into a “den of lions.” But God protected Daniel. The next day he stepped out of the lions’ den unharmed. Daniel “prospered” in Babylon and became one of the great prophets of the Old Testament (Book of Daniel).

Of Interest: Daniel has been one of the top ten names for boys in the United States for most of the last twenty-five years.

Famous Namesakes: Danny Aiello, Daniel Day-Lewis, Danny DeVito, Danny Kaye, Daniel Radcliffe, and Danny Thomas, actors; Daniel Boone, frontiersman; Daniel Defoe, writer; Daniel Patrick Moynihan, U.S. senator; Daniel Webster, statesman.
[image: image]

DARIUS • (duh-RAI-uhs) or (DEHR-ee-uhs)

Language/Cultural Origin: Persian/Greek

Meaning: Wealthy

Spiritual Connotation: Patron

Related Names/Nicknames: Darian, Dariann, Darien, Dario, Darion, Darry, Derry

Alternate Names: Darias, Dariess, Darious, Darrius, Derrius

Background Story: There are three kings named Darius in the Bible, but two are of particular interest. The first Darius was the fourth king of Persia. He supported the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem and threatened to punish anyone who stood in the way of its completion (Ezra 6:1–12). Darius the Mede was the ruler of Babylon tricked into throwing Daniel into “a den of lions” for praying to God. To his relief, Daniel returned unharmed and Darius decreed that his people “should tremble and fear before the God of Daniel” because he had saved him (Daniel 6:1–28).

Famous Namesakes: Darius Kasparaitis, hockey player; Darius Danesh and Darius Rucker, singers.
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DAVID • (DAY-vihd) or (dah-VEED)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Beloved

Spiritual Connotation: God’s Favorite

Related Names/Nicknames: Dai, Dave, Daveed, Daven, Davena, Daveon, Daveth, Davey, Davi, Davian, Davida, Davidson, Davie, Daviel, Davies, Davin, Davina, Davion, Davis, Davon, Davy, Davyn, Dawson, Devi, Dewey

Alternate Names: Daved, Davidde, Davide, Davood, Davyd, Davydd, Dayvid

Background Story: David, the youngest son of Jesse, is one of the best-known people in biblical history. David “was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome,” but he was only a shepherd boy when God anointed him, through Samuel, to be the next king of Israel. King Saul heard that David was “skillful at playing the lyre,” so he sent for him to play soothing music whenever he was depressed. The young shepherd proved to be a skillful warrior too and achieved fame by slaying the Philistine Goliath with a single stone from his slingshot. His act of bravery made David popular with the people—but not with Saul, who became jealous and tried to kill him. David, now a great military leader, fled from Saul and took refuge for a while with his enemy, the Philistines. Over the years, he found opportunities to kill Saul but refused to “destroy him; for who can put forth his hand against the Lord’s anointed, and be guiltless?” After Saul’s death, David was anointed king of Judah and eventually king over Israel. He captured Jerusalem, which came to be known as “the city of David,” and planned a temple for the ark of the covenant there. During David’s forty-year reign, Israel flourished, but his many wives and children—with their fierce competition for power—caused him much grief. He was eventually succeeded by his son, Solomon, whose mother was Bathsheba. Although David was a man with many faults, he always repented and dedicated his life to God’s purpose (1 Samuel, 2 Samuel).

Of Interest: David is considered the author of many psalms in the Bible. His name, which is popular in the United States, has ranked among the top twenty since 1930.

Famous Namesakes: David Beckham, soccer player; David Bowie, musician; David Duchovny, David Niven, David Schwimmer, actors; David Hume, philosopher; David Letterman, television host; David Livingstone, explorer; Dave Winfield, baseball player.
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DEKAR • (DEH-ker)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Pierce

Spiritual Connotation: Pioneer

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: Decker, Deker, Dekker

Background Story: Dekar was the father of one of the “twelve officials over all Israel, who provided food for the king and his household” during Solomon’s reign (1 Kings 4:7, 9). The name Dekar suggests a man who is bold enough to try something new and challenging.
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DELAIAH • (deh-LAI-uh)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: God Has Raised

Spiritual Connotation: My Spirit Is Lifted

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: Dalaiah, Delaia, Delayah

Background Story: There are five Delaiahs in the Bible: a descendant of Solomon and David (1 Chronicles 3:24); a man who headed a division of temple priests under David (1 Chronicles 24:18); the head of a clan returning to Jerusalem from captivity in Babylon (Ezra 2:60); the father of a man who tried to stop Nehemiah from rebuilding Jerusalem’s walls (Nehemiah 6:10); and an official who tried to convince King Jehoiakim not to burn the scroll containing Jeremiah’s prophecies (Jeremiah 36:12). Delaiah is a name that suggests a lively and spirited man.



DEMAS • (DEE-muhs)

Language/Cultural Origin: Greek

Meaning: Popular

Spiritual Connotation: Heart of the People

Related Names/Nicknames: Deems, Demarchus, Demetrius

Alternate Names: Dimas

Background Story: Demas was one of Paul’s fellow workers while he was imprisoned in Rome (Philemon 1:24). The two parted ways as Paul explains in a letter to Timothy during a low point in his ministry: “Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica” (2 Timothy 4:10). The name Demas implies a man who enjoys being surrounded by friends.
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DEMETRIUS • (dih-MEE-tree-uhs)

Language/Cultural Origin: Greek

Meaning: Lover of the Earth

Spiritual Connotation: Natural Spirit

Related Names/Nicknames: Demeter, Demetri, Demetrice, Demetrio, Demetris, Demitri, Demmy, Dimas, Dimetre, Dimitri, Dimitry, Dimka, Dmitri, Dmitros, Dmitry

Alternate Names: Dametrius, Demitrios, Demitrius, Dhimitrios, Dimitrios, Dimitrious

Background Story: Two men are called Demetrius in the New Testament. The first was a silversmith in Ephesus who made shrines of the goddess Artemis. Afraid that Paul’s teaching of the gospel would ruin business, he stirred up his fellow artisans and caused such an uproar that “the city was filled with the confusion” (Acts 19:23–41). The second was a disciple for whom John had high praise. “Everyone has testified favorably about Demetrius,” he wrote, “and so has the truth itself” (3 John 1:12).

Of Interest: In Greek mythology, Demeter was the goddess of harvest and fertility.

Famous Namesakes: Dimitri Mendeleev, chemist who developed the periodic table; Dimitri Shostakovich, classical composer.
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EBENEZER • (eh-buh-NEE-zer)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Stone of Help

Spiritual Connotation: Gratitude

Related Names/Nicknames: Eb, Eban, Ebbaneza, Eben

Alternate Names: Abenezer, Ebeneezer, Ebeneser, Ebenezar, Eveneser, Evenezer

Background Story: Ebenezer is a place in the Bible where the Israelites “went out to battle against” the Philistines—not once, but three times. At first, the Israelites suffered a terrible defeat. Then they brought the ark of the covenant from Shiloh so that the Lord would protect them, but they lost the ark to the Philistines as well as the second battle (1 Samuel 4:1–11). Years later, the Israelites faced their enemy again. Samuel convinced them to “direct” their hearts to the Lord and he called on God once more. This time the Lord sent the Philistines “into a mighty confusion,” allowing the Israelites to defeat them. Samuel erected a stone in the place and called it Ebenezer, saying “Thus far the Lord has helped us” (1 Samuel 7:1–12).

Famous Namesakes: Abba Eban, Israeli statesman; Ebenezer Scrooge, fictional miser who redeems himself in A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens.
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EDER • (EE-der)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Flock

Spiritual Connotation: God Watches Over Me

Related Names/Nicknames: Ed

Alternate Names: Adar, Edar

Background Story: There are two men named Eder in the Bible: the son of Beriah, who was an ancestor of Benjamin (1 Chronicles 8:15), and the son of Mushi, a Levite descendant of Merari in the time of David (1 Chronicles 24:30). Eder was also the name of a town in Judah (Joshua 15:21), and “the tower of Eder” is where Jacob “pitched his tent” after burying Rachel (Genesis 35:21).

Of Interest: The “tower of Eder” was probably a watchtower from which shepherds protected their sheep. The name is a symbol of God’s watchfulness over his people.
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EDOM • (EE-duhm)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Red

Spiritual Connotation: Spirited

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: Edom, meaning “red,” is the name sometimes given to Esau in the Bible. There were two reasons: When Esau was born he “came out red, all his body like a hairy mantle” (Genesis 25:25), and he was so “famished” one day he sold his birthright to his twin brother, Jacob, for some red stew (Genesis 25:29–34). The land of Seir where Esau and his descendants settled came to be known as Edom (Genesis 32:3).

Of Interest: The land of Edom may also have derived its name from its red sandstone cliffs.
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ELAH • (EE-luh)

Language/Cultural Origin: Aramaic

Meaning: Oak

Spiritual Connotation: Strength

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: Elah—the name of a king, a tribal chieftan, a clan leader, and several others in the Bible—is most memorable as the site of a battle. The valley of Elah is where young David killed the Philistine Goliath with a stone from his sling and thus began his extraordinary rise to power as the king of Israel (1 Samuel 21:9). The name Elah suggests a man with great personal and spiritual strength.

Of Interest: The valley of Elah derived its name from the Elah tree, a type of oak or terebinth that grew there.
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ELAM • (EE-luhm)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew/Assyrian

Meaning: Eternity

Spiritual Connotation: Ancient Soul

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: Eilam

Background Story: Elam is best known as the son of Shem and grandson of Noah (Genesis 10:22) and the ancient land that his descendants—the Elamites—inhabited. The name also refers to eight other men in the Bible. Among them were: a gatekeeper of the temple during David’s reign (1 Chronicles 26:3); a man who signed the new covenant Nehemiah made with the Lord (Nehemiah 10:14); and a priest present at the dedication of Jerusalem’s wall (Nehemiah 12:42).

Of Interest: Elam—one of the oldest civilized areas in world history—was located north of the Persian Gulf in what is now known as southwestern Iran. Its capital was Susa.
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ELEAZAR • (el-ee-AY-zer)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: God Is My Helper

Spiritual Connotation: Trusted Adviser

Related Names/Nicknames: Elazar, Eleazaro, Elezar, Eli, Elie, Eliezer, Ely, Lazar, Lazare, Lazarus, Lazer, Lazzaro

Alternate Names: Eleasar, Eliazar

Background Story: Three Eleazars stand out in the Bible: Abinadab’s son, who was consecrated “to have charge of the ark of the Lord” in his father’s house (1 Samuel 7:1); one of David’s three warriors who braved the camp of the Philistines to bring their leader a “drink from the well of Bethlehem” (1 Chronicles 11:12–19); and Aaron’s third son, who succeeded his father as high priest. Eleazar served Moses and Joshua as priest and adviser for over twenty years, taking part in the census and helping to distribute the Promised Land to the tribes of Israel (Numbers 20, 26; Joshua 14:1).
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ELI • (EE-lai)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Ascended

Spiritual Connotation: Offering to God

Related Names/Nicknames: Eloi, Eloy, Heli

Alternate Names: Elie, Ely

Background Story: Eli was a man torn between love for his children and devotion to his God. He served as a judge for Israel and as high priest in charge of the tabernacle in Shiloh. It was Eli who raised the prophet Samuel and prepared him for a life of service to the Lord. Eli’s sons, however, were not cut of the same cloth. They abused their positions as priests in the temple and “had no regard for the Lord.” Because Eli “did not restrain” his sons, the Lord punished him. During a battle with the Philistines, his sons brought the ark of the covenant to Israel’s camp. Israel was defeated, the ark was captured, and Eli’s sons died. When Eli heard the news, he “fell over backward” and died (1 Samuel 1–4).

Famous Namesakes: Eli Wallach, actor; Eli Whitney, inventor; Elie Wiesel, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize.
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ELIAB • (ee-LAI-ab)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: God Is My Father

Spiritual Connotation: Child of God

Related Names/Nicknames: Eli

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: Of the several Eliabs in the Bible, three are prominent: the son of Helon, who led “the tribe of Zebulon” in the wilderness (Numbers 2:7); Jesse’s oldest son, a soldier in Saul’s army, who mocked his brother David until he witnessed him do what no one else could—slay the Philistine Goliath (1 Samuel 17:28); and one of the warriors with “faces of lions” who defected to David at Ziklag (1 Chronicles 12:8–9).

Famous Namesakes: Eliab George Earthrowl, etcher; Eliab Metcalf, portrait artist.
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ELIAM • (ee-LAI-am)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: People of God

Spiritual Connotation: United in the Lord

Related Names/Nicknames: Elami, Liam

Alternate Names: Ammiel

Background Story: Two men are named Eliam in the Bible: the father of Bathsheba, who was David’s wife and Solomon’s mother (2 Samuel 11:3), and one of the thirty-seven warrior chiefs who served David (2 Samuel 23:34). The name Eliam suggests a man who experiences a common bond with everyone.



ELIAS • (ee-LAI-uhs)

Language/Cultural Origin: Greek

Meaning: My God Is Jehovah

Spiritual Connotation: God’s Champion

Related Names/Nicknames: Elia, Elice, Ellice, Ellis, Elyas

Alternate Names: Elijah

Background Story: Elias—the Greek name for the prophet Elijah—is sometimes used in traditional versions of the New Testament. Elias and Moses appeared on the mountain with Jesus when he was “transfigured” before Peter, James, and John (Matthew 17:1–3). The name Elias represents all the prophets of the Old Testament whose word Jesus came to fulfill.

Famous Namesakes: Elias Canetti, Nobel Prize–winning writer; Elias James Corey, Nobel Prize–winning chemist; Elias Howe, inventor of the sewing machine; Elias Wakan, sculptor.
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ELIJAH • (ee-LAI-zhuh) or (ih-LAI-zhuh)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: My God Is Jehovah

Spiritual Connotation: God’s Champion

Related Names/Nicknames: Eli, Elia, Elie, Elihu, Elija, Eliot, Eliyahu, Eljah, Elliot, Ellis, Ely, Elyot, Elyott, Ilia, Ilya

Alternate Names: Elias

Background Story: Elijah “the Tishbite” was one of the great prophets of the Old Testament. He dedicated his life to turning the Israelites away from false idols and back to the Lord. Elijah’s first prediction—years of drought for King Ahab and his people—required him to go into hiding. At first, Elijah lived in a ravine, where “ravens brought him bread and meat” every day. Later, he stayed with a poor widow who fed him from her meager supply of food, which miraculously never ran out. “During the third year of the drought” Elijah confronted Ahab again and told him to assemble all the Israelites on Mount Carmel, together with the prophets of Baal. That day, he challenged the prophets to prepare an offering and ask Baal to light it with fire. The false prophets failed, but not Elijah. The Lord created a fire so powerful it “consumed the burnt offering, the wood, the stones, and the dust, and even licked up the water that was in the trench” around it. After this miracle, the drought ended, but Elijah had to go into hiding again. It was during this time that he found and trained Elisha, his successor (1 Kings 17–19). Despite the danger, Elijah continued to prophesy and perform miracles. Even his death was a miracle—the greatest of all—as Elijah “ascended in a whirlwind into heaven” riding in a “chariot of fire” (2 Kings 2:11).

Of Interest: Since 1995, Elijah has been among the top one hundred names for boys in the United States, reaching thirty-one in 2004.

Famous Namesakes: Elijah Allman, singer and son of Cher and Gregg Allman; Elia Kazan, director; Elijah McCoy, inventor; Elijah Wood, actor.
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ELISHA • (ih-LAI-shuh)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: God Is My Salvation

Spiritual Connotation: True Prophet

Related Names/Nicknames: Eli, Elise, Elisee, Eliseo, Elisher, Eliso, Lisha

Alternate Names: Elishah, Elysha, Elyshah

Background Story: Elisha was a simple farmer when he first met the prophet Elijah and accepted God’s call to become his student and successor. Before Elijah’s ascent to heaven in a fiery chariot, Elisha asked him for “a double share” of his spirit. The Lord fulfilled his request and Elisha became the leader of Israel’s prophets. Like Elijah, he prophesied for the kings of Israel and performed numerous miracles, such as parting the waters of the Jordan, multiplying food during a famine, bringing a young boy back to life, and curing a man of leprosy (1 Kings 19; 2 Kings 2–9).

Famous Namesakes: Elisha Cook Jr., actor; Elisha Otis, inventor of the elevator.
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EMMANUEL • (ih-MAN-yoo-uhl)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: God Is with Us

Spiritual Connotation: Gift of Salvation

Related Names/Nicknames: Eman, Iman, Imani, Manny, Manual, Manuel, Manuelo

Alternate Names: Emanual, Emanuel, Emanuele, Emmanual, Emmanuelle, Imanuel, Immanuel, Immanuele

Background Story: The name Emmanuel—or Immanuel—appears more than once in the Bible and refers to Jesus. In the Old Testament, Isaiah prophesied this sign from the Lord: “Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14). In the New Testament, Matthew repeated the prophet’s words when he wrote about the birth of Jesus: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” meaning “God is with us” (Matthew 1:23).

Of Interest: Most Christians interpret Isaiah’s words as a prophecy of Jesus, the Savior.

Famous Namesakes: Emmanuel Ax, classical pianist; Immanuel Kant, philosopher; Emanuel Ungaro, fashion designer.
[image: image]

ENOS • (EE-nos) or (EE-nosh)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Mortal Man

Spiritual Connotation: Strength in God

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: Enosh

Background Story: In the New Testament, Enos appears in the genealogy of Jesus as the son of Seth and the grandson of Adam (Luke 3:38). In the Old Testament, he is called Enosh. He was born at a time when “people began to invoke the name of the Lord” and lived for nine hundred five years (Genesis 4:26, 5:11). The name Enos suggests a man who is aware of his imperfections and looks to God for strength.

Famous Namesakes: Enos Slaughter, baseball legend and member of the National Baseball Hall of Fame.
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EPHRAIM • (EE-free-uhm) or (EE-fruhm) or (EH-fruhm)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Fruitful

Spiritual Connotation: Productive

Related Names/Nicknames: Ef, Effie, Effy, Efrain

Alternate Names: Efraim, Efrem, Efrim, Ephraem, Ephream, Ephrem, Ephrim

Background Story: Ephraim—Joseph’s second son with Asenath—was born in Egypt. Joseph named him Ephraim “for God has made me fruitful in the land of my misfortune” (Genesis 41:52). When Jacob was near death, Joseph brought his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, to see their grandfather. Jacob reached out to bless his grandsons and laid his right hand on Ephraim. Joseph tried to correct his father, insisting that his older son, Manasseh, should receive his right hand. But Jacob resisted. He said that Manasseh would become great, but “his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his offspring shall become a multitude of nations” (Genesis 48:1–20). With his blessing, Jacob named Joseph’s sons as patriarchs of two of Israel’s tribes.

Famous Namesakes: Ephraim Ellis and Efrem Zimbalist Jr., actors.
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EPHRON • (EE-fron)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Fawnlike

Spiritual Connotation: Respectful

Related Names/Nicknames: Ephraim

Alternate Names: Efron

Background Story: Ephron was a Hittite landowner whom Abraham spoke to after Sarah’s death. Abraham asked Ephron to sell him “the cave of Machpelah” so that he could bury his dead. Ephron responded, “I give you the field, and I give you the cave that is in it,” as a sign of respect. Nevertheless, Abraham paid him “four hundred shekels of silver” for the land and buried his wife, Sarah, in the cave. Later, Machpelah became the burial ground for Abraham and many of his descendants (Genesis 23:3–20).

Famous Namesakes: Henry Ephron, writer.
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ERAN • (EHR-an)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Watchful

Spiritual Connotation: Attentive

Related Names/Nicknames: Eiran

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: Eran, the son of Shuthelah and the grandson of Ephraim, was the great-grandson of Joseph. The clan of the Eranites are descended from him (Numbers 26:36). The name Eran suggests a thoughtful man who is diligent and attentive to the needs of others.

Famous Namesakes: Eran Tsur, Israeli singer/composer.
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ERASTUS • (ih-RAS-tuhs)

Language/Cultural Origin: Greek

Meaning: Loved

Spiritual Connotation: Honored Friend

Related Names/Nicknames: Eraste, Rastus

Alternate Names: Erastos

Background Story: Erastus appears three times in the New Testament, as the name of one or more of Paul’s Christian companions. Erastus and Timothy were two of Paul’s “helpers” sent ahead to Macedonia while he remained in Asia (Acts 19:22). Erastus was also “the city treasurer” of Corinth who sent greetings to the early Christians of Rome (Romans 16:23). Finally, Paul mentions, in a letter to Timothy, a friend named Erastus who “remained in Corinth” (2 Timothy 4:20).

Famous Namesakes: Erastus Dow Palmer, American sculptor; Erastus Smith, hero of the Texas Revolution.
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EREZ • (eh-REHZ)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Cedar

Spiritual Connotation: To Be Firm

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: In the Old Testament, erez, or cedar tree, is highly regarded as tall, majestic, and excellent (2 Kings 14:9; Song of Solomon 5:15; Amos 2:9). The growth of the cedar is typical of that of the righteous man (Psalms 92:12). In Ezekiel, the admiration and importance of erez is used to convey the Assyrian power: “a cedar in Lebanon with fair branches, and with a forest-like shade, a high stature; and its top was among the thick boughs…its stature was exalted above all the trees of the field; and its boughs were multiplied, and its branches became long” (Ezekiel 31:3–5). Also, erez represents not only the righteousness of man but also the strength and endurance of God’s love. “The trees of Yahweh are filled with moisture, the cedars of Lebanon, which he hath planted” (Psalms 104:16). This sentiment continues today, as the Syrians refer to erez as “the cedar of the Lord.”



ESAU • (EE-saw)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Hairy

Spiritual Connotation: Reconciling

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: Esaw

Background Story: Esau, the oldest son of Isaac and Rebekah, was born mere seconds before his twin brother, Jacob, “all his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau.” The brothers’ struggle with each other, which began in the womb, continued all their lives. Esau, a hunter, was favored by his father, while Rebekah preferred Jacob, the shepherd. But the Lord told Rebekah that of her two sons “the elder shall serve the younger,” and that is exactly what happened. First, Esau sold his birthright to Jacob for a bowl of red stew, which gave him the name Edom or “red.” Later, Rebekah tricked the half-blind Isaac into giving his blessing to Jacob instead. Esau was incensed at the deception and planned to kill his brother, but Isaac sent Jacob away to live with Laban, his uncle. For his part, Esau settled in the land of Seir, which came to be known as the land of Edom. Years later, the two brothers reconciled. When Esau saw Jacob he “ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck and kissed him, and they wept.” Esau had several wives—Adah, Basemath, and Oholibamah—and many children. In time, his descendants became a nation that rivaled Israel (Genesis 25–28, 32–33, 36).

Of Interest: According to the commentaries on Hebrew scripture, Esau is considered a significant character in world history and the forefather of the Roman Empire.
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ETHAN • (EE-than)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Enduring

Spiritual Connotation: Steadfast

Related Names/Nicknames: Aitan, Eitan, Etan, Gaithan

Alternate Names: Eathan, Ethen, Eythan

Background Story: There are two notable Ethans in the Bible: Ethan the Ezrahite, a wise man surpassed only by Solomon himself and the author of Psalm 89 (1 Kings 4:31, Psalms 89), and Kish’s son, a Levite “in charge of the service of song” during David’s reign (1 Chronicles 6:42).

Of Interest: In 2002 and 2004, Ethan ranked as the fifth most popular name for boys in the United States.

Famous Namesakes: Ethan Allen, American Revolution hero; Ethan Hawke, actor.
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EZEKIEL • (ih-ZEE-kee-uhl) or (ih-ZEE-kyuhl)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: God Will Strengthen

Spiritual Connotation: Visionary

Related Names/Nicknames: Haskel, Zeke

Alternate Names: Ezechiel, Ezekial, Ezekyel, Ezikiel, Ezikyel, Ezykiel

Background Story: Ezekiel—one of the great biblical prophets—was an exile living in Babylon when he first received his calling. In his own words, “the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God” (Ezekiel 1:1–3). His prophecies began with the destruction of Jerusalem, which came at the hands of Nebuchadnezzar several years later (Ezekiel 4–7). Ezekiel, however, was also a prophet of hope for his people. His most dramatic vision took place in a valley of “dry bones.” When God commanded Ezekiel to prophesy to the bones, they rattled and came together, “bone to its bone,” developing sinews, flesh, and the breath of life. God then told Ezekiel that the bones were “the house of Israel,” which he would raise from its grave and bring “back to the land of Israel” (Ezekiel 37:1–14). Ezekiel put everything in writing about himself and his prophecies in the Book of Ezekiel.

Of Interest: Ezekiel has nearly doubled in popularity as a boy’s name in the United States since 1994, going from 616 to 316.
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EZRA • (EHZ-ruh)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew/Aramaic

Meaning: Help

Spiritual Connotation: Spiritual Guidance

Related Names/Nicknames: Azariah, Azur, Esdras, Esera, Ezar, Ezer, Ezera, Ezri

Alternate Names: Esra, Ezrah

Background Story: Ezra was a priest and “a scribe skilled in the law of Moses,” who recorded the events of the Israelites’ return from exile in Babylon. Ezra himself led the second group to Jerusalem where he “had set his heart to study the law of the Lord” and teach its “statutes and ordinances.” The Persian king Artaxerxes sent Ezra with silver and gold for the temple and a letter establishing his authority in Jerusalem (Ezra 7:1–28). After the walls of Jerusalem were completed, the people gathered for a celebration and Ezra read the law of Moses “from early morning until midday…and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law” (Nehemiah 8–9).

Famous Namesakes: Ezra Jack Keats, children’s writer/illustrator; Ezra Pound, poet.
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EZRI • (EHZ-rai)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew/Aramaic

Meaning: My Help

Spiritual Connotation: Ready to Serve

Related Names/Nicknames: Ezer, Ezra

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: Ezri lived during the reign of King David. He was the son of Chelub and the king’s supervisor “over those who did the work of the field, tilling the soil” (1 Chronicles 27:26). The name Ezri brings to mind a man who is steady and dependable.
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FELIX • (FEE-lihks)

Language/Cultural Origin: Latin

Meaning: Happy

Spiritual Connotation: Joyful Spirit

Related Names/Nicknames: Fee, Felic, Felice, Felicia, Felician, Feliciana, Feliciano, Felicie, Felicien, Felicio, Felizio, Kalisha, Lisha

Alternate Names: Feliks, Felyx, Phelix

Background Story: Felix is a beautiful name in the Bible, attached to a man with a less than beautiful spirit. He was the Roman governor of Judea, to whom the imprisoned Paul was sent when a faction of Jews plotted to kill him. Although Felix could find no reason to convict Paul, he kept him in prison on the pretense that he would decide his case later. He did allow Paul “some liberty” and sent for him often to “converse.” Felix, however, was hoping for a bribe—which he never received. At the end of his term, he left Paul in prison “since he wanted to grant the Jews a favor” (Acts 23–24).

Of Interest: Felix is the name of several saints and popes in the Catholic Church.

Famous Namesakes: Felix Bloch, Nobel Prize winner in physics; Felix Frankfurter, Supreme Court justice; Felix Mendelssohn, composer; Felix Trinidad, champion boxer.
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GABRIEL • (GAY-bree-uhl)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: God Is My Strength

Spiritual Connotation: Enlightenment

Related Names/Nicknames: Brielle, Gab, Gabbi, Gabbie, Gabby, Gabe, Gabi, Gabian, Gabie, Gabor, Gabrian, Gabriela, Gabriella, Gabriello, Gabrio, Gaby, Gavrel, Gavri

Alternate Names: Gabriele, Gabrielle, Gabriyel

Background Story: Gabriel is an angel of the Lord who appears several times in the Bible. In the Old Testament, he came to Daniel twice: to interpret a vision for him and to communicate a prophecy (Daniel 8:15–16, 9:21). In the New Testament, he brought “good news” to Zechariah that God would answer his prayers and his wife, Elizabeth, would have a son named John. Six months later, he appeared to Elizabeth’s cousin, a virgin named Mary, and said, “You will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus” (Luke 1:5–38).

Of Interest: In 2003, Gabriel ranked as the thirtieth most popular name for boys in the United States.

Famous Namesakes: Gabriel Byrne, actor; Gabe Kaplan, entertainer; Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Nobel Prize–winning writer.
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GAIUS • (GAY-uhs) or (GAI-uhs)

Language/Cultural Origin: Latin

Meaning: Rejoice

Spiritual Connotation: Praise the Lord

Related Names/Nicknames: Cai, Caio, Caius, Kay, Kaye, Keye, Keyes, Keys

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: Gaius was a popular Roman name among new Christians in the Bible. Some of them are: one of Paul’s two “travel companions” who were dragged by the crowd in the riot at Ephesus (Acts 19:29); a disciple “from Derbe” who accompanied Paul on his trip from Greece to Macedonia (Acts 20:4); Paul’s host in Corinth when he wrote his letter to the Romans (Romans 16:23); and the recipient of John’s third letter, described as “the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth” (3 John 1:1).
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GALLIO • (GAL-ee-o)

Language/Cultural Origin: Latin

Meaning: One Who Sucks

Spiritual Connotation: Judgment

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: Gallio was the Roman proconsul of Achaia during one of Paul’s visits to Corinth. On one occasion, the Jews brought Paul before Gallio for “persuading people to worship God in ways that are contrary to the law.” Before Paul had a chance to speak in his own defense, Gallio dismissed the complaint as a religious matter and told the Jews to “see to it yourselves” (Acts 18:12–16).

Of Interest: Gallio was the older brother of the famous Roman philosopher Seneca.
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GERA • (GEHR-uh) or (ZHEE-ruh)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Pilgrimage

Spiritual Connotation: Redemption

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: In the Old Testament, there are three men called Gera: a son of Benjamin who traveled to Egypt with his grandfather Jacob (Genesis 46:21); the father of Ehud, the “left-handed man” who killed King Eglon and delivered the Israelites from the Moabites (Judges 3:15); and the father of Shimei, who cursed David during the rebellion of Absalom and later asked for his pardon (2 Samuel 16, 19).
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GERSHON • (GER-shahn)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Exile

Spiritual Connotation: Guardianship

Related Names/Nicknames: Gersham, Gershoom

Alternate Names: Gershom, Gerson

Background Story: Gershon, Levi’s oldest son, was the brother of Kohath and Merari. He had two sons, Libni and Shimei, both patriarchs of their own clans. The members of the Gershonite clan carried out specific functions in the temple. In the wilderness, they were responsible for carrying “the tabernacle, the tent with its coverings,” and all of its screens, hangings, and cords (Numbers 3:17–18, 25–26).

Famous Namesakes: Gershon Kingsley, musician.
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GIDEON • (GIHD-ee-uhn)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Woodsman

Spiritual Connotation: Triumphant

Related Names/Nicknames: Giddy, Gid, Gidi

Alternate Names: Gedeon, Gideone, Gidon

Background Story: The story goes in the Old Testament that Gideon had a direct call from God to deliver Israel from “the hand of Midian,” who had been harassing them for seven years. With ten of his servants, he overthrew the pagan altar of Baal and replaced it with an altar to the Lord. He then rallied an army of thirty-two thousand men. God selected only three hundred of them—against an army of one hundred twenty thousand Midianites—to display the force of his power. Under cover of night, Gideon divided his men, surrounded the enemy, and tricked them into believing he had an enormous army by having them break pottery, wave torches, and blow horns. The Midianites fled in confusion and Israel lived in peace for forty years (Judges 6–8). Gideon is mentioned in the biblical “Hall of Faith” as one of the men who “through faith conquered kingdoms” (Hebrews 11:32–33).

Of Interest: In 1898, two traveling salesmen were asked to share a room in a crowded hotel. They discovered a mutual Christian faith and spent the night reading the Bible, praying, and discussing the idea of a Christian traveling men’s association. Within the year, they founded the Gideon Bible, named for Gideon from the Book of Judges, a man who was willing to do whatever God asked of him—including over one hundred years’ worth of Bibles in hotel rooms.

Famous Namesakes: Gideon Evans, humorist; Gideon Yago, news correspondent.
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GILEAD • (GIHL-ee-uhd)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew/Arabic

Meaning: Hill of Testimony

Spiritual Connotation: Monument of God

Related Names/Nicknames: Gil

Alternate Names: Gilad

Background Story: Among others in the Bible, Gilead was the man whose five great-granddaughters were the first to obtain the right for women to inherit their father’s property (Numbers 27:10). It is also a mountainous region in the Bible where Elijah once lived, where Laban caught up with Jacob, and where David took refuge from Absalom.

Of Interest: Balm (or balsam) of Gilead comes from a small evergreen tree used for its healing properties. The prophet Jeremiah referred to it when he asked: “Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then has the health of my poor people not been restored?” (Jeremiah 8:22). The title of a popular African American spiritual has the answer: “There Is a Balm in Gilead.”
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GOMER • (GO-mer)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Complete

Spiritual Connotation: Flawless

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: There are two biblical Gomers: Noah’s grandson and Japheth’s son (Genesis 10:2), and Hosea’s unfaithful wife, who had three of his children (Hosea 1:3). Gomer is a man’s name today, suggesting a well-rounded person with many talents.

Of Interest: Noah’s grandson, Gomer, is considered the ancestor of the Celtic people.

Famous Namesakes: Gomer Pyle was a lovable character played by Jim Nabors during the 1960s in two television series, The Andy Griffith Show and Gomer Pyle, U.S.M.C.
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HANANIAH • (han-uh-NAI-uh)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Grace

Spiritual Connotation: Mercy

Related Names/Nicknames: Ananias, Annas

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: Hananiah was a common name during biblical times. Among the more memorable were: one of King Uzziah’s commanders (2 Chronicles 26:11); an official Nehemiah put in charge of Jerusalem “for he was a faithful man and feared God more than many” (Nehemiah 7:2); and a prince of Judah educated in Nebuchadnezzar’s court. The last Hananiah was “called Shadrach” by the palace master. When he and his friends refused to worship the king’s pagan gods, they were thrown into “a furnace of blazing fire.” Miraculously, an angel appeared to protect the young men, and the fire had no power over them (Daniel 1:6–7, 3:19–27).

Famous Namesakes: Hananiah Harari, abstract artist.
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HARAN • (HAY-ran)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Mountaineer

Spiritual Connotation: Endurance

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: There were two men named Haran in the Bible. One was Abram’s youngest brother, who became the father of Lot, Milcah, and Iscah. Haran died before his own father “in the land of his birth” (Genesis 11:26–28). The other was a son of Caleb and his concubine, Ephah (1 Chronicles 2:46). Haran was also the city where Abram lived until his father died and where Jacob lived with Laban. The name Haran is mindful of a man who never gives up.

Of Interest: Haran—an ancient city of Mesopotamia—was an important trading post and a religious center for the Assyrian moon god.



HARIM • (HAY-rihm)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Dedicated to God

Spiritual Connotation: Prayerful

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: Harim is a family name appearing frequently in the Bible. Harim was a priest appointed to serve in the temple under David (1 Chronicles 24:8); the son of a man who repaired a section of the wall in Jerusalem (Nehemiah 3:11); and the ancestor of two families who returned from captivity in Babylon (Nehemiah 7:35, 42). The name Harim suggests a man who is deeply religious.
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HEBRON • (HEH-brawn) or (HEE-bruhn)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Community

Spiritual Connotation: Friendship

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: Hebron was an ancient city in Palestine visited by a number of important biblical figures. Abram pitched his tent “by the oaks of Mamre” in Hebron, Sarah died there, and Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and their wives found their final resting place in the cave at Machpelah near Hebron (Genesis 23:19). Later, Joshua’s spies brought a “cluster of grapes” back from Hebron when they scouted the Promised Land (Numbers 13:22–23). Finally, David was anointed king at Hebron, where he reigned until he captured Jerusalem and made it his capital (2 Samuel 2:11).

Of Interest: Hebron—located on the West Bank south of Jerusalem—is one of the most ancient cities in the Middle East and is considered a sacred site to Jews and Arabs alike.
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HERMES • (HER-meez)

Language/Cultural Origin: Greek

Meaning: Messenger

Spiritual Connotation: Faithful Follower

Related Names/Nicknames: Hermilio, Hermite, Mercury

Alternate Names: Ermes, Hermas, Hermus

Background Story: Hermes was Paul’s disciple and a Christian in Rome during the early days of the Church. Paul greeted him and several other “brothers and sisters” in his letter to the Romans (Romans 16:14).

Of Interest: In Greek mythology, Hermes was the god of eloquence and a messenger for the other gods. During the time of the Old Testament, Hermes was also a common name among household slaves.

Famous Namesakes: Hermes Pan, choreographer.
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HEZRON • (HEHZ-ruhn)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Dart of Joy

Spiritual Connotation: A Happy Heart

Related Names/Nicknames: Ron

Alternate Names: None

Background Story: There are two Hezrons in the Bible. One was Reuben’s son, Jacob’s grandson, and the patriarch of the Hezronites (Numbers 26:5–6). The other was the son of Perez and the grandson of Judah (Numbers 26:21). His sons were Jerahmeel, Caleb, Segub, Ashur, and Ram—a direct ancestor of David. The second Hezron also appears in the genealogy of Jesus (Luke 3:33). The name Hezron suggests a man who always has a smile on his face.
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HIRAM • (HAI-ruhm)

Language/Cultural Origin: Phoenician/Hebrew

Meaning: Exalted Brother

Spiritual Connotation: Noble Friend

Related Names/Nicknames: Hi, Hy

Alternate Names: Hirom, Horam, Huram, Hurom, Hyram, Hyrum

Background Story: Hiram, the king of Tyre, was a friend and ally of David in the Bible. Hiram showed his respect by sending “cedar trees, and carpenters and masons who built David a house” (2 Samuel 5:11). When Solomon succeeded his father, Hiram supplied him with experienced craftsmen and “cedar and cypress” for the construction of a temple. In exchange, Solomon sent food and oil to Hiram’s household (1 Kings 5:8–11). Hiram was also the name of “an artisan in bronze” from Tyre who worked on Solomon’s temple (1 Kings 7:13–14).

Famous Namesakes: Hiram Bingham III, explorer and politician; Hiram Leong Fong, first Asian American senator; Hiram Powers, sculptor.
[image: image]

HOSEA • (ho-ZAY-uh) or (ho-ZEE-uh)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Salvation

Spiritual Connotation: Forgiveness

Related Names/Nicknames: Joshua

Alternate Names: Hoseah, Hoseia, Hoshea, Hosheia

Background Story: The life of Hosea—a minor Old Testament prophet—mirrored the bittersweet relationship God had with his people in Israel at the time. When God first spoke to Hosea, he told him to “go, take a harlot wife and harlot’s children, for the land gives itself to harlotry, turning away from the Lord.” Hosea took Gomer as his wife and, although they had three children, she was unfaithful to him, in the same way that Israel had been unfaithful to the Lord by worshipping false gods. But Hosea took his wife back because he could not give up on her, just as Hosea said the Lord would not give up on the people of Israel (Book of Hosea).

Famous Namesakes: Hosea Williams, American civil-rights leader.
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ICHABOD • (IHK-uh-bod)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: The Glory Is Gone

Spiritual Connotation: Sorrowful

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: Ikabod

Background Story: Ichabod came into the world on a somber note. Before Ichabod’s birth, his father died during a battle with the Philistines, who also removed the ark of the covenant from him. When Ichabod’s mother learned about the death of her husband, the loss of the ark, and the subsequent death of her distraught father-in-law, she went into labor and gave birth to her son. Her labor pains were so overwhelming that she also died—but not before she named her child Ichabod, saying, “The glory has departed from Israel, for the ark of God has been captured” (1 Samuel 4:19–22).

Famous Namesakes: Ichabod Crane is a character in Washington Irving’s famous story “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow.”
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IRA • (AI-ruh)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Watchful

Spiritual Connotation: Vigilant

Related Names/Nicknames: None

Alternate Names: Irah

Background Story: Of the three men named Ira in the Bible, two were in the military: Ira, the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite, a captain of the temple guard, and Ira the Ithrite. Both were among “the Thirty” bodyguards sworn to protect David in battle (2 Samuel 23:26, 38). The third was Ira the Jairite, David’s priest and, possibly, an adviser (2 Samuel 20:26). The name Ira suggests a man who always keeps his eyes open to possibilities.

Famous Namesakes: Ira Aldridge, actor; Ira Joe Fisher, television weather reporter; Ira Gershwin, lyricist; Ira Levin, writer.
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ISAAC • (AI-zihk) or (AI-zuhk)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Laughter

Spiritual Connotation: Child of Promise

Related Names/Nicknames: Ike, Ikey, Ikie, Isa, Isacco, Ishaq, Isi, Itzaak, Itzak, Itzhak, Itzik, Izzy, Yitzaak, Yitzak, Yitzhak, Zack, Zak

Alternate Names: Isaak, Isac, Isak, Issac, Izaac, Izaak, Izak, Izik, Izsak

Background Story: Isaac’s birth was nothing short of a miracle. Although his father, Abraham, had a son named Ishmael, God promised him another son with whom he would establish “an everlasting covenant.” Abraham and his wife, Sarah, were so elderly at the time that Isaac’s birth was a test of faith. Then, when Isaac was a boy, God tested his father again. He told Abraham to take his son “to the land of Moriah and offer him there as a burnt offering.” Abraham obeyed. At the last minute, fortunately, God stopped him and provided a ram for the offering instead. Isaac went on to marry Rebekah, who was “fair to look upon,” and together they had twin boys, Esau and Jacob. As Isaac grew older, he decided to bestow his blessing on his older son, Esau, but Rebekah had other plans. God had said that of her two sons “the elder shall serve the younger,” so she had Jacob trick Isaac into giving him his blessing instead. After years of bitterness, Isaac’s two sons reconciled, and when Isaac finally “breathed his last…Esau and Jacob buried him” together (Genesis 17, 21–28, 35). Jacob became the ancestor of all the Israelites.

Of Interest: Isaac was so named because Abraham “fell on his face and laughed” when God told him that he, at the age of one hundred, and Sarah, who was ninety, would have a child. Isaac, a popular name for boys in the United States, was among the top fifty from 2001 to 2004.

Famous Namesakes: Isaac Asimov, writer; Isaac Bruce, football player; Isaac Hanson, musician; Isaac Hayes, songwriter; Sir Isaac Newton, scientist; Itzhak Perlman, violinist; Isaac Bashevis Singer, writer; Izaak Walton, writer/angler.
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ISAIAH • (ai-ZAY-uh) or (ai-ZAI-uh)

Language/Cultural Origin: Hebrew

Meaning: Salvation of God

Spiritual Connotation: God Will Prevail

Related Names/Nicknames: Esa, Esaias, Isa, Isai, Isaias, Isais, Isay, Isayas

Alternate Names: Essaiah, Isaia, Isia, Isiah, Issiah, Izaiah, Izeyah, Iziah

Background Story: Isaiah, the son of Amos, may be the greatest of the Old Testament prophets. What little is known about his personal life comes from his own writings. He was married to a woman he called “the prophetess,” had two sons, was probably of high rank, and prophesied during the reigns of four kings of Judah. Isaiah is well known for his work with King Hezekiah, for whom he prophesied the destruction of the Assyrian king and his army. His prophecies frequently attacked social injustice in Judah and urged the Jews to put their trust in the Lord. Isaiah’s most famous prophecy—the coming of the Messiah—was a response to King Ahaz, who was fearful that Judah would fall to the Assyrians. Isaiah repeated God’s promise that his people would prevail in the end and said, “The Lord himself will give you this sign: the virgin shall be with child, and bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel” (Book of Isaiah).

Of Interest: Isaiah was among the top fifty names for boys in the United States from 2000 to 2004.

Famous Namesakes: Sir Isaiah Berlin, philosopher; Isaiah Horowitz, rabbi and mystic; Isiah Thomas, basketball player; Isaiah Washington, actor; Isaiah Zagar, artist.
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