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Praise for
Sun Stand Still


“Pastor Steven Furtick is not normal. The incredible move of God at Elevation Church is not normal. Unfortunately, audacious faith is also not normal. I don’t know anyone better positioned to challenge you to rise above mundane living and embrace faith-filled audacity than Steven Furtick. Sun Stand Still is a call for us to live with such audacious faith that people like Pastor Steven and churches like Elevation become the norm rather than the exception.”

—CRAIG GROESCHEL, senior pastor, LifeChurch.tv; author of Chazown and The Christian Atheist




“Steven Furtick is one of the freshest and most challenging voices in the church today. In Sun Stand Still, he calls all of us to stop merely believing God can do the impossible and instead start expecting him to. This is a must-read for every Christian.”

—JOHNNY HUNT, senior pastor, First Baptist Church, Woodstock, Georgia; former president of the Southern Baptist Convention; author of Building Your Leadership Resume




“This book is like a ticking time bomb. It will blow up your small dreams and leave an audacious faith in its place.”

—MARK BATTERSON, lead pastor, National Community Church; author of Primal and In a Pit with a Lion on a Snowy Day




“This book is not for the person who believes that God is safe and never calls anyone to dream big dreams. Pastor Steven Furtick sheds light on an old Testament story and then shows in extremely practical ways how the same God who performed unbelievable miracles ‘back then’ can do it today—he’s just looking for people crazy enough to believe he has not changed.”

—PERRY NOBLE, senior pastor, NewSpring Church; blogger on leadership, vision, and creativity




“In Sun Stand Still, my friend Steven Furtick challenges all of us—from the missionary in the third world to the family in the suburbs—to believe God for the impossible and begin living a life of faith beyond the ordinary.”

—ANDY STANLEY, senior pastor, North Point Community Church; author of How Good Is Good Enough? and The Principle of the Path




“For too long Christians have embraced a miniscule vision of faith that is satisfied with merely marveling at the miracles we see in the Bible. In Sun Stand Still, Steven Furtick reminds us that the God who accomplished the impossible through the great heroes of faith still desires to do the same through us today.”

—JENTEZEN FRANKLIN, senior pastor, Free Chapel; New York Times best-selling author of Fasting: Opening the Door to a Deeper, More Intimate, More Powerful Relationship with God




“It can be so easy for us to limit God—not in what he can do or who he is but in what we expect of him. Too often we become complacent with merely hoping for God to act, but rarely do we follow through on the belief that he will. In Sun Stand Still, my friend Steven Furtick pushes each of us beyond our comfort zone of earthly hope and into the realm of supernatural expectation. This book will show you that your hopes and expectations are truly just the beginning of what God can do.”

—ED YOUNG, senior pastor, Fellowship Church; author of Outrageous, Contagious Joy




“In Sun Stand Still, Steven Furtick casts a bold vision for what faith was always designed to look like. My friend Steven’s combination of passion and practicality will both move you to want to live at a higher level of faith and equip you to get there.”

—ISRAEL HOUGHTON, Grammy Award–winning recording artist; worship leader, Lakewood Church




“Sun Stand Still invokes the omnipotent power of God by challenging the reader to embrace God’s will for our lives by strengthening our faith through prayer. This book is enthralling and moves you to believe in the impossible as you learn to live a life of boldness for the kingdom of God.”

—BISHOP EDDIE LONG, pastor, New Birth Missionary Baptist Church; author of 60 Seconds to Greatness and What a Man Wants, What a Woman Needs




“Steven Furtick is a catalyst. And Sun Stand Still is a must-read. This book will stir you, shake you, and ultimately inspire you. It’s a wake-up call for our generation to be audacious, to not settle for the ordinary, and to ask God for the impossible.”

—BRAD LOMENICK, director of Catalyst




“Sun Stand Still is a declaration of audacity that will shake you up and propel your faith forward. Steven Furtick is a fresh voice that reads like a cross between Billy Sunday and T. D. Jakes—and that’s saying something!”

—TIM SANDERS, business speaker and consultant; author of Love Is the Killer App
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To all the Elevators who believe. Heart and soul.
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PROLOGUE

This Is How It Feels

I can’t lie—it’s a pretty cool feeling to have Bono as your opening act. Even if his show was four and a half years before ours.

My friend Eric was the first one to make the connection for me. He brought it up as we drove past the seemingly endless line of people waiting outside the Time Warner Cable Arena in Charlotte, North Carolina. It was Easter Sunday 2010. The people were all hoping to get in the front door for the Elevation Church Easter service. Seeing how the line of people wrapped around the building took my breath away.

Taking in the scene, Eric asked, “Remember when we were standing in that same line when we first moved here? Waiting for the U2 show?”

“Yeah. Kind of. That seems like a lifetime ago.”

“Remember what you said to me when The Edge started playing the opening riff of ‘City of Blinding Lights’? You were screaming over the music. You looked up toward the nosebleed section and told me that one day our church would fill that arena for a worship service.”

“I did, didn’t I?” It was all coming back to me.

“You did. You said that. Did you really believe it would happen?”

“Yeah. I did. I really believed.”

“Well, it’s happening. Right now. Look at all those people. This is crazy.”

“Yeah. It is crazy.”

But the truth is, “crazy” didn’t come close to describing it. This moment at this arena was the most surreal moment of my life. It was a culmination of the most audacious dream I have ever dared to entertain. And the dream was coming true.

See, just four and a half years earlier, I was a twenty-five-year-old kid moving to a new city with a few other like-minded families in tow. We had no connections. Very little strategy. Even less experience. Just a dream to start a church and change the world. And a whole lot of faith.

Now, in about an hour, I’d be stepping onto the stage to preach to well over ten thousand people in the largest venue in our city. This was our church. This was our moment. This was God’s answer to our prayers and the reward of our faith.

I was about to preach the gospel from the same spot where I watched one of the biggest rock bands in the world play “Where the Streets Have No Name.” I don’t know which sensation was stronger—the thousands of memories per second flashing like a strobe light in my brain, reminding me of all the experiences that had led up to this day, or the anticipation of what God would accomplish in the moments ahead when—as it turned out—hundreds of people responded to the invitation to receive Christ and begin a brand-new life, changing our city forever.

This is how it feels to share the stage with Bono.

This is how it feels to believe God for the impossible.

This is how it feels to see the sun stand still …


CHAPTER 1

Welcome to Audacious Faith

Pastor Michael proudly showed me the place where his church was putting in new toilets. I was still adjusting to the smell, trying to pass it off like it didn’t faze me. Like I walked down urine-soaked dirt roads every day.

“These toilets would not be very nice by the standards of your country,” Michael explained. “I know that. But here in the slums of Kampala, Uganda, so many children are sick because the food they eat is cooked right next to the hole in the ground where they go to the bathroom. So our church is building the nicest toilets we can here … for the children.”

I had a hard time concentrating as he went on laying out his plans. Because as soon as he said the word “children,” my gaze drifted to a cluster of kids playing some variation of Capture the Flag on the trash heap behind the church. The church was really just a shed. And instead of a flag, the kids appeared to be competing for an orange peel. It was weird how content these kids seemed, playing with just a peel—more content, it appeared to me, than a lot of kids back home seem playing with a Wii. And this garbage heap here on the edge of Pastor Michael’s church property looked like the neighborhood hot spot. How, I wondered, would parents of elementary-school kids at my church react if they were asked to drop their children off at a playground like this one?

Pastor Michael’s church members obviously weren’t worried about it. They had been under the shed worshiping loudly for about an hour, and I realized they thought nothing of the fact that there was a small goat eating breakfast on top of the trash heap right next to where their kids were tossing around the orange peel. A scrawny, hungry, scary-looking goat.

Michael must have noticed that I was taking in the scene. “This is a Muslim hill,” he continued, yanking my attention back to our conversation. “I am used to facing a lot of opposition. A lot of people do not want me here. Especially the witch doctor who tried to destroy our church by threatening our members. But when we prayed for God to make fire fall down from heaven, and his house burned down that same week, he left us alone.”

I shot him a questioning look.

“Do not worry,” he said, a twinkle in his eye. “He was not home at the time.”

For the rest of the tour, I could barely keep up with Pastor Michael. He was moving fast and talking even faster. I felt clumsy and white trying to dodge the mud puddles while he led me down alleys through the slum. This was his village, he said. With every step, he detailed how he wanted to transform it for Christ. A school on this lot. A doctor’s office on that lot.

“For the children,” he kept saying …
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Tonia could act like a total diva if she wanted to. She’s pretty, well paid, locally famous, and uber talented. So people in our community are noticeably shocked when they show up to help serve breakfast at a homeless shelter and see Tonia in the kitchen making scrambled eggs.

It happened the other day. She was volunteering with an outreach group from our church when somebody asked me, “Isn’t that the lady from the news?”

“Yeah, that’s Tonia. She’s awesome.”

“What’s she doing here?”

“She’s serving.”

“Huh. Wow. That’s impressive.”

Actually, I would describe the way Tonia does her life as a few notches above impressive. I’d characterize it as audacious.

Strictly according to her job title, she is a news anchor—a multiple-award-winning one at that. But news anchor doesn’t begin to capture the essence of who Tonia is. She’s a community service superhero who has designed her life around leveraging her on-camera talent to make an off-camera impact. She’s better at it than anyone else I’ve ever met. Charlotte is filled with teen moms, homeless families, and shut-ins who have been touched by Tonia’s passion to serve. And she’s relentless about recruiting others to serve with her.

In her latest project, she set out to convince thousands to join her for an initiative called Love Week. She was asking them to commit to giving five thousand hours of service to the city. In a single week. It had never been done before.

I can’t say I was surprised when I heard that Love Week added up to more than ten thousand service hours. That’s just how Tonia rolls. When she gets a vision, it usually sounds a little out there. People try to explain to her that it’s never been done before. And I think she likes it that way. If it’s necessary, and it’s never been done, she seems to assume that’s because God intends for her to do it.

To the untrained eye a pastor standing in the slums of Kampala, Uganda, and a news anchor scrambling eggs in Charlotte, North Carolina, don’t have much in common. The challenges they face are as different as the hemispheres where they live. But I see them as twins. They share the same spiritual DNA. They’re driven by the same passion. They accomplish ridiculously amazing things for God’s glory. Their faith seems to be turbocharged from some source that the average Christian never quite taps into.

It’s hard to define exactly what sets Michael and Tonia apart from other people who claim to believe the same things they believe but lead, by contrast, mediocre lives. Most believers I’ve met actually do want to find the source of Michael’s and Tonia’s high-octane faith—and they want it desperately. They just don’t know where to look for it.

Sun Stand Still is all about discovering that kind of faith. I call it audacious faith. By the time you finish this book, the same faith that pulses in Michael’s and Tonia’s everyday life will be pumping through your veins too. You’ll understand that God has much more in mind for your existence on this earth than merely surviving. What you consider possible for your life will expand beyond anything you’ve ever imagined. And the way you approach God and experience him every day will change too. Radically. Suddenly. Irreversibly.

But first, some honest disclosure.

A THEOLOGY OF AUDACITY

This book is not a Snuggie.

The words on these pages will not go down like Ambien.

I’m not writing to calm or coddle you.

With God’s help, I intend to incite a riot in your mind. Trip your breakers and turn out the lights in your favorite hiding places of insecurity and fear. Then flip the switch back on so that God’s truth can illuminate the divine destiny that may have been lying dormant inside you for years. In short, I’m out to activate your audacious faith. To inspire you to ask God for the impossible. And in the process, to reconnect you with your God-sized purpose and potential.

You could think of this book as a one-volume theology of audacity. You probably don’t have one of those yet, but it’s essential. In fact, if you ever encounter a theology that doesn’t directly connect the greatness of God with your potential to do great things on his behalf, it’s not biblical theology. File it under heresy.

I’ll take that further: if you’re not daring to believe God for the impossible, you’re sleeping through some of the best parts of your Christian life.

And further still: if the size of your vision for your life isn’t intimidating to you, there’s a good chance it’s insulting to God.

Audacious faith is the raw material that authentic Christianity is made of. It’s the stuff that triggers ordinarily level-headed people like you and me to start living with unusual boldness. When you live this way, your eyes will be opened to see your day-to-day life in vivid color. Your spiritual growth will accelerate at a supernatural pace.

If you’re like most Christians, audacity is not a word you use to describe your faith. Audacity, my dictionary says, makes regular people behave with “boldness or daring, especially with confident disregard for personal comfort [or] conventional thought.” And, if you think about it, confident disregard for the status quo is the essence of the gospel. It describes the radical path Christ’s life took on earth. It goes to the heart of what it means to live by faith.

Of course, every believer in Jesus has a measure of faith—it’s the prerequisite to salvation. But after that, if we’re honest, we think of faith primarily in terms of a spiritual thought or a comfortable feeling. We hope it’s enough to get us to heaven when we die. But in the meantime, it’s barely enough to keep us praying, giving, and going to the eleven o’clock service.

Let me ask you: does the brand of faith you live by produce the kinds of results in your life that you read about in the biblical stories of men and women of faith?

Chances are, not even close.

For most of us, this disparity is hard to live with. The chasm we see between our mundane spiritual experiences and the overcoming faith we read about in the accounts of biblical heroes is downright discouraging. It can create a heavy weight of condemnation and a sense of failure in our hearts. We can begin to feel like maybe our faith isn’t the real thing. Some believers I’ve known have gotten so tired of faking faith that they have just given up altogether.

POSTTRAUMATIC FAITH DISORDER

I’ll admit that faith is a sore subject for millions. It’s been abused, mishandled, distorted, and ultimately disfigured. Sometimes it seems like there’s a custom-tailored faith for everyone:


[image: ] If the Galatians 2:20 kind of faith—“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me”—is too clunky for you, trade it in. Exchange it for an easier, no-money-down model.

[image: ] If trusting in the miracle-working power of Jesus is too out there for your modern mind, play it safe. Don’t ever ask God to provide for you supernaturally. Don’t dare to ask for physical healing or anything else that would put God on the spot. Because what if he doesn’t come through?



A lot of Christians I know stagger through life in a daze. Suffering from posttraumatic faith disorder, they hunker down in the basement, open a can of Beanie Weenees, and wait for the end of the world.

Am I reading your mail? If so, you’re probably stuck in spiritual survival mode. You’ve settled for spiritual mediocrity. You’re not trying to be a hypocrite. It’s just that so far the faith thing hasn’t, well, worked for you.

But we can’t let abuses and misunderstandings hold us back. God has no Plan B. The Bible throws down the gauntlet in Hebrews 11:6:


Without faith it is impossible to please God.



It doesn’t get any plainer than that. Faith isn’t just a Get Out of Hell Free card. It’s the most vital building block of your relationship with God. And it’s the only real foundation worth establishing your life on.

We can’t abandon the life-changing promise of full-frontal faith because some have dealt with the topic recklessly and un-biblically. It would be a shame for us to let bad experiences or past disappointments keep us bound, poor, and blind to what God wants to do in our lives.

We’ve got to find a better way.

THERE IS A HIGHER LEVEL

You’re about to discover what happens when you dare to believe God for the impossible, ask God for the impossible—then act in audacious faith for his glory.

You’re about to discover that faith is not a drug to sedate you through a life you hate. It’s a force to transport you to another realm of reality.

There is a better way—a higher calling to fulfillment and significance that God deeply desires for your job, your marriage, your parenting, your finances, and your impact on this world.

That kind of life may be a long way off from where you live and breathe right now. And it may take a little convincing before you believe this kind of life is even an option for you.

Maybe it will help if I introduce you to a man who experienced firsthand what happens when you live with audacity, believing God for the impossible. You’re already a lot more like him than you think.


CHAPTER 2

Prayer That Stops the Sun

Enter Joshua, one of the great franchise players of the Old Testament. Most people with a scrap of Bible knowledge or a few days in Vacation Bible School know that Joshua fought the battle of Jericho. But his epic story started long before that.

Born into slavery—the fate of every Jew of his generation—Joshua grew up to experience firsthand Israel’s deliverance from Egyptian oppression. On the journey to the Promised Land, he rose to a position of leadership as Moses’ assistant. Then, at the very border of the Promised Land, disaster struck. When the people heard that giants and walled cities stood between them and taking possession of their destiny, they panicked. Everyone wanted to turn back.

Everyone, that is, except Joshua and his friend Caleb. Maybe you know the story. Unlike the other spies, Joshua and Caleb returned from scouting out the Promised Land with a message of faith, not fear:


The land we passed through and explored is exceedingly good. If the LORD is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us. Only do not rebel against the LORD. And do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we will swallow them up. (Numbers 14:7–9)



But fear won out that day. God’s people didn’t understand that if you want to experience God’s blessings, audacious faith is not optional. Even after all the miracles they’d witnessed in the desert, they still hadn’t grasped that what seemed impossible for them to accomplish was exactly what God wanted to accomplish for them.

Forty wasted years followed.

I feel for Joshua. To my mind, forty years of enduring the consequences of other people’s bad decision would be enough to derail anybody’s faith. Yet Joshua never flinched. He never gave in. He never lost sight of God’s promises. And when Moses died, God chose Joshua to be his successor. Big shoes to fill. Most ordinary believers would back down, but Joshua stepped up.

He launched a campaign activated by audacious faith in God’s goodness and power. And Joshua changed the world in his generation.

Think about it: Before Joshua took charge, God’s people were migrants, living hand to mouth. Afterward, they were settlers—owners of the “exceedingly good” land God had promised.

At this point it would be totally understandable if you’re thinking, I’m not sure I see how a Bible hero’s military campaign relates to my life. My most exciting daily battles are navigating stop-and-go traffic at 7:30 a.m. without doing violence to anyone, on the way to a job I’d give anything to quit, and getting my kids to clean their rooms at night without any bloodshed.

I feel you. But stay with me. The story God has scripted for your life isn’t inferior to Joshua’s—or anyone else’s. There’s an exceedingly good land that you’re meant to occupy. And as you put yourself in this story, something life changing will begin to happen inside you.

THE AUDACITY TO ASK

My favorite exploit in Joshua’s life doesn’t get nearly enough air-time, if you ask me. From every angle, the story—tucked away in Joshua 10—showcases the kind of audacity we’re after. And it all hinges on a preposterous prayer. In fact, when you first hear it, you might even feel like it’s insulting or irreverent. But as it turns out, our God isn’t intimidated by long-shot prayers.

As the chapter opens, we read that five opposing Amorite armies were planning to attack. Having decided to strike first, Joshua led his entire army toward the Amorites on an all-night march. Sometime during that march, God spoke to Joshua. He told him:


Do not be afraid of them; I have given them into your hand. Not one of them will be able to withstand you. (verse 8)



At dawn, the Israelites unleashed a surprise attack, and right from the beginning the battle went well. When the enemy lines broke, and the Amorites started to flee into the valley, Joshua’s men chased them down. And God got personally involved. “As they fled before Israel,” the account reads, “the LORD hurled large hailstones down on them from the sky” (verse 11).

Then, as the sun sank toward the horizon, Joshua faced a decision. The victory wasn’t complete, and once it got dark, the rest of the Amorites would slip away. But Joshua was determined to fight on. Perhaps he realized that if he didn’t destroy the enemy now, Israel’s conquest of Canaan would grind to a halt. Maybe he knew that anything less than total victory would conceal God’s presence and glory. Besides, he remembered God’s promise in the night: “Not one of them will be able to withstand you.”

Most of us—even really good Christian people—would have called it a day. I’ve done all I can do. I’ve exhausted every option. I’ve given it all I’ve got. But Joshua wasn’t most people. He refused to go out like that. That wasn’t the way it was supposed to end. This was where his audacious faith began.

Joshua sized up the situation, summoned all his available courage, and delivered one of the most gloriously unorthodox prayers in the entire Bible:


O sun, stand still over Gibeon,
O moon, over the Valley of Aijalon. (verse 12)



Now can you see why I love this story? Joshua had the audacity to ask God to make the sun stop in the sky. To freeze time on behalf of his people.

I know this proposition seems impossible to us. And it doesn’t make a bit of sense scientifically. But according to Scripture, God gave Joshua exactly what he ordered. Just when the Amorites were hanging on for the cover of darkness, darkness never came. Just when they thought the curtains were about to drop on their day from hell, God came out for an encore.


The sun stopped in the middle of the sky and delayed going down about a full day. There has never been a day like it before or since.… Surely the LORD was fighting for Israel! (verses 13–14)



The skeptic in me has all kinds of questions: Did God actually stop the earth on its axis? Did he create some kind of substitute sun to extend daylight? In other words, what really went down here?

I don’t know the answers to those questions. There are other books written by much smarter people that address the practical implications of this event. But my faith is pretty simple. I choose to believe that the same God who intervened to bring his Son back to life intervened on this day in history to help his people. He chose to answer Joshua’s outrageous prayer. He did what only he could do. And he did it in a way that his people would never forget—in a way that we’re still marveling at to this day.

Besides, maybe instead of trying to figure out all the technical answers, we should be asking a more relevant question: could it be that God intends for us to have the same kind of audacious faith—the kind of faith that dares to believe God for the impossible—as a normal way of life?

With everything in me, I believe he does. I believe he still desires to make the sun stand still over the life of every believer. If we’ll have the audacity to ask.

IN THE MIDDLE OF A MOVE OF GOD

I tried this one time. I’ll tell you about it if you’ll promise not to laugh.

I started this book by describing to you how breathtaking it was to lead a worship service with over ten thousand people in attendance. But trust me, my journey as a pastor certainly didn’t begin that way. It all started with a God-given, gospel-centered, audacious ambition. My wife and I moved to Charlotte with a four-month-old kid, limited funding, no connections, and little experience. In faith, seven other families moved with us. We had been meeting with these families for almost a year, laying the foundation for a church that I had been dreaming about starting since my junior year of high school. I just didn’t know where. Or when. Or how. Only why.

We set a goal of reaching over one thousand people in our first year of ministry. Since the average church size in America is fewer than one hundred and twenty, and the first rule of goal setting is attainability, I guess we were overshooting a bit. But we wanted to see God accomplish something so exponentially amazing that it would leave no doubt who deserved the credit. In fact, several times during those months of casting vision, I told our little group, “I want to know what it means to live life and do ministry at the speed of God. I want to see God do so much so fast that the world will have to take note.”

So we shamelessly asked God to exceed our wildest dreams and bring unprecedented Kingdom success to our very first year of ministry.

Some people laughed at our approach. I guess in their eyes we might as well have been shouting at the sun, insisting that it stop in its tracks. Their skepticism was understandable. Charlotte is one of the most “overchurched” cities in America—more than eight hundred churches at last count. (Bonus: it’s the birthplace of Billy Graham.) Why would Charlotte need another church? As a matter of fact, some church-growth experts refer to Charlotte as a church-planting graveyard.

A few of those experts reinforced the intimidation I felt during my first few months. “Welcome to the neighborhood, kid,” they’d say. “You might want to consider renting your house instead of buying.” One told us that nine out of ten new churches here fail before the three-year mark. “Good luck, though,” he said. “If I can do anything to help.”

I spent some long nights nursing regrets. More than once I wished I could take the whole thing back. I had convinced seven families to sell houses, quit jobs, and move to Charlotte. No salaries. No benefits. Just a burning conviction that there has to be more to life than a 401(k), additional square footage, soccer leagues, and church as usual. I really wanted to believe. But honestly, at times I wondered.

If you’ve ever set out to accomplish a dream that was just too big for you, I know you can relate. Maybe for you it was a business venture, a physical healing, a family reconciliation, a set of values you wanted to pass on to your children against all odds, or a relationship you desperately desired. When you have a dream in your heart, but no earthly idea how to make it happen, keeping your faith intact is a full-time job. But I’ve discovered that these crises of belief don’t have to be the end of faith. They can become the foundation that a stronger faith is built on.

Surely Joshua faced the temptation to stop believing. Surely he must have been overcome by doubt before and after his outrageous request that God would reset the solar clock. But we can only speculate, because the Bible only records what mattered to God: Joshua’s faith and Joshua’s prayer … and what God did next.

He stopped the sun. He accomplished the impossible.

Don’t you want a piece of that kind of divine action?

Wouldn’t you like to know how it feels to see God accomplish the impossible right in front of your eyes? While I can’t relate to the scope of Joshua’s challenges or conquests, I am captivated by his faith. However it might come across, I might as well tell you up front that I intend to live this way. I’m determined to take ground and win big for the kingdom of God. I’m unapologetic about my mission to change my world for the glory of Jesus. I want to be a Joshua in my generation.

The story of our church is still being told, of course. But here’s what I can tell you now. After just four years of ministry, our church has grown to more than six thousand regular attendees. Since our opening day, more than five thousand people have publicly professed faith in Christ. I’ll never forget the time we baptized over a thousand adults in a two-week period. And the Easter service I told you about? Over seven hundred people committed their lives to Christ on that single Sunday.

And we’re just getting started. Sometimes, when we consider the rate at which God has multiplied this ministry, we feel like we’re living in a warp-speed dream world. But the story is real, and our city is shaking. We feel the tremors all around us. We are living in the middle of a move of God.

We’ve seen previously suicidal teenagers maturing in the things of God, leading their friends to Christ, and showing up at 5:00 a.m. on Sunday to volunteer.

We’ve seen couples come to our church with the intention of giving God one last try before signing their divorce papers. A few months later, we’ve seen their marriages restored: families healing, faith growing, new life emerging.

We’ve seen God multiply meager financial resources like the fish and loaves over and over again.

We’ve seen people who have been terrified to even talk about their faith in the office lead their same co-workers on a missions trip to a country that is hostile to the gospel.

I guess you could say we have seen the sun stand still.

But this book isn’t about us. It’s about what God stands ready to do for and through you. I believe our story hints at a God-sized transformation that is available to every follower of Christ.

ACTIVATING AUDACIOUS FAITH

I’m inviting you to be a main character in the story, in the thick of the plot. What God has done among us is so big that there’s nobody to blame but him. I want you to be able to say the same about your life. I want you to take the chance on another kind of faith. I want you to live in the middle of a move of God.

There’s nothing our world needs more desperately today—in individuals, families, businesses, churches, and communities—than God’s saving, supernatural acts. And he’s ready to act if we will be bold enough to ask, not just for a good day or a better life, but for the impossible. Then step forward to act in audacious faith.

Each of us is called to be a Joshua—each in our own way, in our own circumstances, with our own God-given personality. As you’ll see in the pages ahead, you and I are called not just to have faith but also to regularly activate our faith by asking God for giant outcomes, taking giant steps. If we have the audacity to ask, God has the ability to perform. That’s how God turns his amazing promises into everyday reality in every generation—for Joshua’s and for ours.

You and I may not see the same miracles Joshua did, but we serve the same God. His nature never changes. The same power that stopped the sun and raised Christ from the grave lives in every believer. God still demonstrates his power and supplies his provision in direct proportion to the faith of his children.

Don’t get me wrong. Audacious faith is not about throwing yourself off the top of a mountain and expecting God to catch you. It’s not about thinking you can get God in your back pocket so that you can manipulate him for your own purposes. And—thank God—it’s not about entering a gifted and talented program for the spiritually elite.

Audacious faith is for schoolteachers. Stay-at-home moms. Seventh-grade girls. (Seventh-grade boys too. Maybe.) Construction workers, bankers, hairstylists, college students. I’ve seen the sun stand still for all of them, and I’ll share many of their stories with you.

Choosing to live with Sun Stand Still faith will never be the easiest way to live. In fact, it’s often downright intimidating. But it’s the best way to live. And if you’re going to be a part of what God is doing in this generation, it’s the only way to live.

It’s time to write your own Sun Stand Still story. To pray your own Sun Stand Still prayers. And to live with audacious faith that expects the impossible to come to pass.

To the best of my ability, I’ll show you how to do just that. Together we can be part of a great move of God in our generation.

I am a Joshua. And I am just like you.
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