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				About This Book

				Our Ratings

				At Fodor’s, we spend considerable time choosing the best places in a destination so you don’t have to. By default, anything we recommend in this book is worth visiting. But some sights, properties, and experiences are so great that we’ve recognized them with our Fodor's Choice designation. Disagree with any of our choices? Care to nominate a new place? Visit our feedback center at www.fodors.com/feedback.

				TripAdvisor

				Fodor’s partnership with TripAdvisor helps to ensure that our hotel selections are timely and relevant, taking into account the latest customer feedback about each property. Our team of expert writers selects what we believe will be the top choices for lodging in a destination. Then, those choices are reinforced by TripAdvisor reviews, so only the best properties make the cut.

				Hotels

				Hotels have private bath, phone, TV, and air-conditioning, and do not offer meals unless we specify that in the review. We always list facilities but not whether you’ll be charged an extra fee to use them.

				Restaurants

				Unless we state otherwise, restaurants are open for lunch and dinner daily. We mention dress only when there’s a specific requirement and reservations only when they’re essential or not accepted—it’s always best to book ahead.

				Credit Cards

				We assume that restaurants and hotels accept credit cards. If not, we’ll note it in the review.

				Budget Well

				Hotel and restaurant price categories from ¢ to $$$$ are defined in the opening pages of the respective chapters. For attractions, we always give standard adult admission fees; reductions are usually available for children, students, and senior citizens.
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				It may be a cliché to say the French fret over their place in the world, but they do. Faced with the ever-dominant Anglo-American axis and hobbled by the global economic crisis, the French are rallying to protect their institutions, their language and, above all, la vie française—their treasured lifestyle. Still, polls show the French are optimistic about the future—and there’s plenty of good news.

				Tourism is thriving, with France maintaining its rank as the world’s top tourist destination, with more than 80 million visitors each year. The French remain leaders in science and technology. France is the world’s leading producer of luxury goods, and fashion remains the nation’s birthright.

				The Philosopher-Fashion Model

				The endless fascination with Parisian glamour continues—even among the French—as style icon Inès de la Fressange scored a coup with her second book La Parisienne, a best-seller on both sides of the Atlantic. The book offers such pearls of wisdom as: wear makeup daily, even at home—your family should always see you at your best; never wear heels so high that you can’t manage a graceful feline gait; and “Be passionate about a man, a
					project, a house. It’s an instant facelift.”

				Rise of the Right?

				The French take pride in their image as a moderate and tolerant nation. But that might be changing. French President Nicolas Sarkozy, in what many say is a calculated effort to capitalize on growing insecurity in troubled times, has consistently appealed to a more conservative element, with divisive reforms (banning the veil, limiting public prayer, closing gypsy camps) that seem to target immigrants, particularly Muslims.

				Sarkozy’s gambit to galvanize an increasingly conservative population seems now to have come at a price: the rise of Marine Le Pen.

				Daughter of reactionary Jean-Marie Le Pen, who founded the extremist National Front party, Le Pen has something her xenophobic father markedly lacks—charisma. As president of the party, the 42-year-old divorced mother of three has gone far to rid the National Front of its negative image, conspicuously deploying more homey, populist sentiments, while adhering to key elements from her father’s pet agenda: withdrawal from the euro, reinstatement of the death penalty,
					and ending immigration.

				While pundits agree that Ms. Le Pen has virtually no chance of winning the 2012 elections, what she most certainly will do is siphon off important votes—the very votes that Sarkozy has been cultivating—from both Sarkozy’s UMP party as well as from the disorganized Socialists.

				Even with the brilliant and charismatic Dominique Strauss-Kahn as the likely Socialist candidate, the 2012 election is shaping up to be a race that redefines not just party lines, but the very character of France. 

				What’s Going On with McDo?

				Despite the war on junk food, French attitudes toward fast food have radically shifted since 2001, when activist José Bové made international news for dismantling a McDonald’s in Millau. McDo, as the French call it (rhymes with low), has struck Gallic gold, raking in annual profits of nearly €4 billion and serving 1.7 million customers a day, making France its second largest market (guess who’s first?).

				Are the snobbish French loosening their standards? Not exactly. In fact, it seems that McDonald’s is raising theirs. Would you like your McDo with Roquefort or chevre? How about a fresh Caesar salad or kiwi-on-a-stick? Besides serving more “gourmet” foods, French McDos tend to have stylish decors.

				There are also more than a hundred McCafés serving a decent espresso or cappuccino for half the price of a regular café along with macarons by Holder, maker of the iconic French pastry for the luxury pâtisserie Ladurée. McDonald’s also offers beer and wine for diners wishing to linger over their meal, as the French like to do.

				Atop the Best-Seller Lists

				One of the best ways to take the national pulse is to see what’s atop the best-seller lists, for the French still live and die by their books. Activist, ambassador, and Nazi death camp survivor Stéphane Hessel swept the best-seller lists with his booklet Indignez-Vous!, or Time for Outrage! The 93-year-old author—whose long track record as a spokesman for human rights earned him international renown, along
					with the Legion d’Honneur—shows no signs of slowing down.

				Au contraire, his book sold nearly a million copies in France in its first few weeks with an eloquent appeal to the French, especially the youth, to wake up, get mad, and take action. Hessel’s impassioned plea for reforming economic markets, rejecting a mass media that glorifies consumerism, embracing nonviolent intervention in political conflicts, and protecting the environment struck a deep chord in an increasingly polarized
					France.

				In a revelation that riveted the bookish French, Franco-Russian author Andrei Makine, winner of France’s prestigious literary prize, the Prix Goncourt, admitted to “a literary double life.”

				For ten years Makine kept French publishers and critics guessing as to the identity of Gabriel Osmonde, an author of four popular novels who had never appeared in public, not even to his publishers. The disclosure was precipitated by a French scholar who identified striking similarities between Osmonde’s novels and Makine’s award-winning Dreams of My Russian Summers.

				The French Model Reconsidered

				And the winner of the global financial crisis was . . . France? Not quite. But long criticized for maintaining a socialist economy out of step with the modern world, France found itself on the rare receiving end of praise for an economic model that helped the country weather the worldwide downturn more gently than its Anglo-American rivals. France-bashers were caught short as the economy they love to scorn enjoyed a slightly higher rate of growth coming out of the
					recession than other developed countries.

				With banks tightly regulated, French homeowners were spared an equivalent of the U.S. subprime mortgage crisis. Experts credited France for its long-term formula of economic fairness, with a less pronounced gap between rich and poor than in other countries. Education is inexpensive, and the health care system, often called the world’s best, is available to all. President Sarkozy even floated the idea, however briefly, of adopting a happiness index to replace
					traditional measures of progress, taking into account quality of life factors.
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				Paris. A quayside vista that takes in the Seine, a passing boat, Notre-Dame, the Eiffel Tower, and mansard roofs all in one generous sweep is enough to convince you that Paris is indeed the most beautiful city on Earth.

				Ile-de-France. Appearing like all France in miniature, the Ile-de-France region is the nation’s heartland. Here Louis XIV built vainglorious Versailles, Chartres brings the faithful to their knees, and Monet’s Giverny enchants all.

				Loire Valley. Chenonceaux, Chambord, and Saumur—the parade of royal and near-royal châteaus magnificently captures France’s golden age of monarchy in an idyllic region threaded by the Loire River.

				Normandy. Sculpted with cliff-lined coasts, Normandy has been home to saints and sculptors, with a dramatic past marked by Mont-St-Michel’s majestic abbey, Rouen’s towering cathedral, and the D-Day beaches.

				Brittany. A long arm of rocky land stretching into the Atlantic, Brittany is a place unto itself, with its own language and time-defying towns such as Gauguin’s Pont-Aven and the pirate haven of St-Malo.

				Champagne Country. The capital of bubbly is Reims, set near four great Gothic cathedrals.

				Alsace-Lorraine. Although this region bordered by the Rhine often looks German and sounds German, its main sights—18th-century Nancy, medieval Strasbourg, and the lovely Route du Vin—remain proudly French.

				Burgundy. Hallowed ground for wine lovers, Burgundy hardly needs to be beautiful—but it is. Around the gastronomic hub of Dijon, the region is famed for its verdant vineyards and Romanesque churches.

				Lyon and the Alps. Local chefs rival their Parisian counterparts in treasure-filled Lyon, heart of a diverse region where you ski down Mont Blanc or take a heady trip along the Beaujolais Wine Road.

				Provence. Famed for its Lavender Route, the honey-gold hill towns of the Luberon, and vibrant cities like Aix and Marseilles, this region was dazzlingly abstracted into geometric daubs of paint by Van Gogh and Cézanne.

				French Riviera (Côte D’Azur). From glamorous St-Tropez through beauteous Antibes to sophisticated Nice, this sprawl of pebble beaches and zillion-dollar houses has always captivated sun lovers and socialites.

				Midi-Pyrénées and Languedoc-Roussillon. Rose-hue Toulouse, once-upon-a-time-ified Carcassone, and the Matisse-beloved Vermillion Coast are among southwest France’s most colorful sights.

				Basque Country, Gascony, and the Hautes-Pyrénées. Whether you head for Bay of Biscay resorts like Biarritz, coastal villages such as St-Jean-de-Luz, or the Pyrenean peaks, this region will cast a spell.

				Bordeaux and the Wine Country. The wines of Bordeaux tower as a standard against which others are measured, and they made the city of Bordeaux rich and owners of its vineyards—like Château Mouton-Rothschild—even richer.

				The Dordogne. One of the hottest destinations in France, the Dordogne is a stone-cottage pastorale studded with fairy-tale castles, storybook villages, and France’s top prehistoric sights.
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					When to Go

				Summer is the most popular (and expensive) season. July in Paris is crowded and hot, although the Paris Plage, the “beach” on the banks of the Seine, is very popular with locals and tourists alike.

				The Riviera sparkles in August—but the notorious embouteillages (traffic jams) on the drive south from Paris can make you wish you stayed home.

				Famously fickle weather means you never know what to expect in Normandy and Brittany, where picture-postcard villages and languorous sandy beaches are never jam-packed.

				September is gorgeous, with temperate weather, saner airfares, and cultural events scheduled specifically for the return from summer vacation, an institution that even has its own name: la rentrée.

				Another good time to visit is in late spring, just before the masses arrive, when the sun sets after 9 pm and cafés are abuzz.

				Unless you’re skiing in the Alps, winter is the least appealing time to come, though it’s the best time to find less expensive airfares and hotel deals—and escape the crowds.

				Keep in mind that French schoolchildren have five holidays a year: one week at the end of October, two weeks at Christmas, two weeks in February, two weeks in April, and the two full months of July and August. During these times travel in France is truly at its peak season, which means that prices are higher, highways are busier, the queues for museums are long, and transportation is at its most expensive. Your best bet for quality and
					calm is to travel off-season. June and September are the best months to be in France, as both are free of the midsummer crowds. Try to avoid the second half of July and all of August, when almost everyone in France goes on vacation. July and August in southern France can be stifling. Paris can be stuffy and uncomfortable in August. Many restaurants, theaters, and small shops close, but enough stay open these days to make a low-key, unhurried visit a pleasure. Anytime between
					March and November will offer you a good chance to soak up the sun on the Côte d’Azur. If Paris and the Loire are among your priorities, remember that the weather is unappealing before Easter. If you’re dreaming of Paris in the springtime, May is your best bet, not rainy April. But the capital remains a joy during midwinter, with plenty of things to see and do.

				
					Transportation Basics

				There are two major gateway airports to France just outside the capital: Orly, 16 km (10 mi) south of Paris, and Charles de Gaulle, 26 km (16 mi) northeast of the city. At Charles de Gaulle, also known as Roissy, there’s a TGV (train à grande vitesse) station at Terminal 2, where you can connect to high-speed trains going all over the country.

				Once in France, the best way to travel is by train, either high-speed TGV or regional train. A France Rail Pass allows three days of unlimited train travel in a one-month period. With train service efficient and enjoyable, long-distance bus service is rarely used, though there are some regional buses that cover areas where train service is spotty.

				If you’re traveling by car, there are excellent links between Paris and most French cities, but poor ones between the provinces. For the fastest route between two points, look for roads marked a for autoroute. A péage (toll) must be paid on most expressways: the rate varies, but can be steep. Note that gas prices are also steep, upward of €1.30 a liter, or about $6.50 a gallon.

				Although renting a car is about twice as expensive as in the United States, it’s the best way to see remote corners of the lovely French countryside. To get the best rate, book a rental car at home, and well in advance if you’re planning a trip in summer and early fall. If you want automatic transmission, which is more expensive, be sure to ask for it when you reserve.

				Here’s a good tip: If you’re traveling from Paris, a practical option is to take the TGV to another large city, such as Avignon or Nice, and rent a car there.

				
					Hours

				In Paris and larger cities, store hours are generally 10 am to 7:30 pm; smaller shops may open later. Elsewhere, expect stores to close in the afternoon, usually 2–4. Museums are closed one day a week, often Tuesday. As a general rule, shops close on Sunday, though many food stores are open in the morning.

				
					Tips on Eating and Staying

				Restaurants follow French mealtimes, serving lunch from noon to 2 or 2:30 and dinner from 7:30 or 8 on. Some cafés in larger cities serve food all day long. Always reserve a table for dinner, as top restaurants book up months in advance. You must ask for the check (it’s considered rude to bring it unbidden) except in cafés, where a register slip often comes with your order. Gratuities (servis) are included in the bill, but leave some
					small change on the table: a few cents for drinks, €1 for lunch, or €3 at dinner. You can leave more at a top restaurant, but note that more than 10% is considered extremely generous.

				To save money on food, take advantage of France’s wonderful outdoor markets and chain supermarkets. Just about every town has its own market once or a couple times a week. Ask the people at the front desk of wherever you’re staying to find out when market days are. For supermarkets, the largest chain is Monoprix.

				Some of the bigger stores have cafés where you can sit down and eat whatever you buy, as well as mini department stores that sell everything from clothing to children’s toys to toiletries. French cities generally have good hotel options at decent prices. There are several options in Paris, including furnished apartments, at all price levels.

				In the countryside, seek out chambres d’hôtes (bed-and-breakfasts), which can mean anything from a modest room in a host’s home to a grand suite in a Norman château or Provençal farmhouse. Or rent a gîte rural, a furnished apartment, often on a farm or a larger property.

				
					Fête-ing It Up

				
					Spring. Spot your favorite star at the Cannes Film Festival in May (www.festival-cannes.fr). The French Open kicks off the last week of May in Paris (www.rolandgarros.com).

				Love grand cru? Head to Bordeaux for the wine festival in late June (www.bordeaux-fete-le-vin.com).

				
					Summer. Avignon sparkles in July during the monthlong theater and arts festival (www.festival-avignon.com). French cities and towns celebrate le 14 juillet (July 14, Bastille Day), marking the start of the French Revolution (www.14-juillet.cityvox.com).

				The popular Paris Plage transforms the Seine’s banks into a “beach” in mid-July with palm trees, sand, and lounge chairs (www.paris.fr).

				
					Fall. Tour France’s most beautiful buildings on the Journée du Patrimoine (Patrimony Day), usually the third Sunday in September (www.journeesdupatrimoine.culture.fr).

				Paris has cultural events throughout September for la rentrée (the return) from summer vacation (www.paris.fr).

				
					Winter. The Carnaval de Nice rocks Lent for three weeks in February (www.nicecarnaval.com). Strasbourg’s famous Marchés de Noël (Christmas Markets) runs from late November to early January (www.noel-strasbourg.com).
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				Bus Travel

				Because France has invested so dearly in its highly organized national rail network and well-connected highway system, nationwide bus service simply doesn’t exist.

				Eurolines offers only international routes, so you can get in or out of the country, but there are no routes connecting the big cities within France.

				Happily, domestic bus travel is managed regionally, usually serving small rural communities or replacing SNCF train routes that are no longer commercially viable.

				These bus routes, however, tend to be slow, with confusing schedules posted online (and rarely in English). Still, they can often be a cheap and direct way to travel short distances.

				Remember that it is always useful to visit the local tourism office or the central bus depot for schedules and tickets.

				Car Travel

				Although the French train network is quite vast, smaller towns—especially in harder-to-reach mountainous regions—may have only limited schedules. And because many route hubs are in major cities such as Paris, there’s often a lack of direct routes in between these smaller towns, requiring a circuitous trajectory to cover a relatively short distance. This isn’t a big deal for visitors with plenty of extra time who are flexible in their travel plans.

				But if you’re seeking the maximum amount of freedom to explore France off the beaten path, then a rental car could be your best option.

				France’s highways, or autoroutes (A), are well maintained, and generally traffic-free outside certain holidays and metropolitan areas during rush hour, but with so much natural beauty, charming villages and interesting sights along the way, we would recommend sticking to the national trunk roads, or Routes Nationales (RN), which allow you to easily stop to see local site, pick up some fresh produce at a farm, or pull over for a picnic at a lakeside park.

				Of course, driving in France requires a valid license from your home country, a bit of talent with a map (as a backup to any GPS system), and enough knowledge about the local road rules to stay out of trouble.

				Although there are many pluses to driving a car, there are important minuses. One of the biggest expenses of your trip can wind up being the gasoline, which has been hovering around €1.30/liter (or €6.50 gallon) at this writing. In addition, signage in France can be spotty—we’ve heard plenty of horror stories about half-hour trips turning into two-hour ordeals.

				Finally, there is the obstacle course that is parking, with travelers to French cities having to run the gauntlet of meters, parking-ticket machines, parking cards (cartes de stationnements), chaotic rush-hour traffic, and the eternal search for an overnight garage.

				Train Travel

				The next best thing to flying, and sometimes more convenient, is by France’s efficient railways, from regional trains connecting small towns and villages all over the country to the high-speed TGVs serving major cities.

				The best thing about the trains is that the stations are usually right in the center of town, and in the case of Paris, connected to the metro. This means that backpackers can find a hotel within walking distance of the train station without worrying about long taxi rides to and from the airport.

				Traveling by train also eliminates long security checks and excess baggage fees, and you get to enjoy the scenery as you travel.

				Managed by the SNCF, almost every corner of France can be reached by train, including about 60 cities by TGV, and thousands more under the regional rail lines including Téoz (Paris, Bordeaux, Nice, Perpignan, and Clermont-Ferrand), the Lunéa sleeper trains (which have 1st class, 2nd class, and reclining seat options starting at €17), iDTGV theme trains (choose “zen,” “games,” or “nightclub” themed atmospheres on 20 routes), and the “TER” (Transport Express
					Régional) medium-distance trains serving the different French regions.

				For instance, the Ile-de-France départment surrounding Paris is served by the Transilien network, which links to the suburban Paris commuter rail known as the “RER” (Réseau Express Régional) and the Paris Métropolitan, or Métro.

				Aside from these Paris networks, which are part of the Parisian Transportation Authority known as the “RATP” (Régie Autonome des Transports Parisiens), all trains in France are managed by the French National Railway, or “SNCF” (Société Nationale des Chemins de Fer Français).

				This makes it a lot easier for travelers to find the best ticket whether it’s by TGV or by regional TER, either by the official French site (www.voyages-sncf.com) or via Rail Europe (www.raileurope.com), which lets you search in your home country’s language and currency before you arrive
					in France.

				If you want to remain flexible even after you’ve arrived in France, sign up for their “Anywhere Anytime France e-tickets” for the convenience of ordering your tickets online and printing them at any train station up to an hour before departure time.

				Air Travel

				With a land-mass about 4/5 that of Texas, France presents its own set of transporation challenges when confronting the big question: What’s the best way to get around? Fact is, the quickest and often least expensive option—thanks to budget airlines and competitive rates on Air France—is flying. You can fly in one hour from Paris into Nice Airport (plus 15 minutes by bus into town) on easyJet from Orly Airport (15 minutes south of Paris) from about €40 one-way
					(without checked bags). But factor in the extra hour at the airport for security, the baggage restrictions, and out-of-town location of airports—budget lines use smaller airports far from city centers. An Air France flight from Paris Orly to Marseille costs €125 while a RyanAir flight starts at just €30 but flies from Beauvais Airport (an hour north of Paris by bus) plus plenty of extra fees. But flying is often the best option if you have little luggage, less time, and
					travel to major cities.
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				Louvre, Paris

				Home to art’s most photogenic beauties—the Venus de Milo, the Winged Victory, and the Mona Lisa—this is not only the largest palace in France but also the most important museum in the world.

				Chartres, Ile-de-France

				Triply famous for its peerless stained-glass windows, as the resting place for an important relic of the Virgin Mary, and as the birthplace of High Gothic, Chartres is more than a cathedral—it’s a nondenominational spiritual experience.

				Versailles, Ile-de-France

				A palace and then some, this prime example of royals-gone-wild Baroque style served as backdrop for the rise to power of King Louis XIV. To escape all his bicep-flexing grandeur visit the park to see Marie-Antoinette’s fairy-tale farm.

				Monet’s Garden, Giverny, Ile-de-France

				An 8-acre “Monet,” these lush gardens were works of art the Impressionist master spent years perfecting before he began re-creating them on canvas. The colors radiate best on sunny spring days.

				Mont-St-Michel, Normandy

				Once seen, never forgotten, this Romanesque abbey rises from its bay like a shimmering apparition, becoming an island at high tide. French and English fought to dominate the “rock” until the 13th century, when it was crowned with a splendid Gothic church.

				Strasbourg, Alsace-Lorraine

				The cosmopolitan seat of Europe’s Parliament, this fascinating mix of half-timber houses and modern glass buildings was fought over by France and Germany—a battle that resulted in a rich intertwining of cultures.

				St-Tropez, the French Riviera

				Singlehandedly propelled from sleepy hamlet to glamorous resort by Brigitte Bardot, St-Trop today heaves with crowds of petulant glitterati. Chill out in the quiet pastel-hue alleys of the La Ponche quarter.

				Aix-en-Provence, Provence

				With sun-dappled squares, luxuriant fountains, and Paul Cézanne’s hallowed studio, this captivating town is just the spot for those who consider café-sitting, people-watching, and boutique shopping a way of life.

				Chenonceau, Loire Valley

				Half-bridge, half-pleasure palace, this “queen of the châteaux” was presided over by six remarkable women. It was Catherine de’ Medici who brilliantly enlarged it to span the River Cher in homage to the Ponte Vecchio of her native Florence.

				Lyon, Rhône-Alps

				The second largest city in France, Lyon vies with Paris as the country’s true gastronomic capital—gourmands flock here for its galaxy of multistar superchefs and cozy bouchon taverns.

				Beaune, Burgundy

				At the heart of some of the world’s most esteemed vineyards, this atmospheric town is inextricably linked with the wine trade, especially during the annual auction at Beaune’s beautiful 15th-century Hôtel-Dieu.

				Eze, the French Riviera

				Spectacularly perched atop a rocky promontory, this watercolor-pretty village has some of the most breathtaking views this side of a NASA space capsule.
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				How will you experience France? Will you wile away the hours in the shops and cafés of Paris? Will you dine at the temples of gastronomy in Lyon? Will you play feudal lord among the châteaux of the Loire Valley? Or will you simply throw away your map and chance upon nestled-away villages of the Côte d’Azur or fairy-tale hamlets of the Dordogne? These suggestions, and the following, await you as memorable experiences for your next trip to France.

				Walk Like a Parisian

				Paris was made for wandering, and the French have coined a lovely word for a person who strolls, usually without a destination in mind: le flâneur. In Paris, no matter how aimlessly you wander, chances are you’ll end up somewhere magical. Why not first head to the most beautiful spot on the Left Bank: the Cour du Commerce St-André?

				Go Glam in Paris

				Break out your bling in this capital of luxury with a stroll down the Avenue Montaigne to window-shop—the French call it lèche-vitrine (or “licking the windows”)—from Chanel to Céline. Then do some real feasting at Paris’s most legendary restaurant, Le Grand Vefour (lunch main courses are around 100 euros).

				Rendezvous with the Phantom

				Want to feel like a Rothschild for no money at all? Promenade the fabulously opulent lobby and theater of the 19th-century Palais Garnier (www.opera-de-paris.fr)—haunt of the Phantom and Degas’s immortal dancers—daily 10 to 4:30 for free, or get tickets for an evening performance.

				Pique-Nique at Place des Vosges

				No restaurant can beat the “décor” of Paris’s most beautiful square, the 17th-century Place des Vosges, so pull up a bench and enjoy your own foodie fixings. Get them at the nearby Marché d’Aligre market, off Rue du Faubourg Saint-Antoine. It beats those drab supermarchés!
				

				Step into an 8-Acre Monet

				It doesn’t matter how many posters, photos, or T-shirts you’ve seen emblazoned with Monet’s famous water lilies, nothing beats a visit to Giverny. Savor the impressionist painter’s famous house and gardens (www.giverny.org) in person.

				Trip the Light Fantastique at Versailles

				Exquisitely choreographed pyrotechnical shows are held each summer and fall in Versailles’s immense château gardens (www.chateauversailles.fr). Accompanied by sun-et-lumière music and dance performances, these evenings are fit for the Sun King himself.

				Plan an Ascent on Heaven at Mont-St-Michel

				Keep the faith with a climb to the top and get a God’s View of this fabled Benedictine abbey (mont-saint-michel.monuments-nationaux.fr), whose fortified medieval village is the crowning glory of the Normandy coastline.

				Become Scott and Zelda on the Riviera

				Channel F. Scott Fitzgerald and his wife at their old haunts and discover their side of paradise: stay at their Les Belles Rives hotel in Juan-les-Pins, visit hangouts like the Villa Eilenroc at Cap d’Antibes (www.antibes-juanlespins.com), or dine with superstars at the Hôtel du Cap-Eden Roc.

				Rate the Best of Alsace’s Würsts

				As you head down Alsace’s famous Wine Road, Hansel and Gretel villages pop up every few miles, and each have winstubs that cook up delicious dishes of choucroute garnie. The inns in Riquewihr and Ribeauvillé (www.ribeauville-riquewihr.com) are supposed to serve the best.

				Pop Your Cork along the Champagne Road

				The famous Route du Champagne (www.tourisme-en-champagne.com) leads fans of the famous bubbly to the prestigious Champagne houses of Epernay and Reims (including Mumm and Taittinger) plus smaller, family-run estates for tours and tastings.

				Que la Fête Commence at Nice’s Carnaval

				February is festival time on the Côte d’Azur, with boisterous street processions and a celebratory bonfire for the Mardi-Gras Carnaval de Nice (www.nicecarnaval.com). Or march along the citrus-decked parade floats of Menton’s Fête du Citron (www.feteducitron.com).
				

				Go Castle-Hopping on a Loire Valley Bike Tour

				From Orléans to Angers, bike with VBT Tours (www.vbt.com) along the meandering Loire River past royal châteaux and bountiful gardens, and discover quirky cliffside troglodyte dwellings that house wine caves and mushroom growers.

				Wear Hip-Deep Purple along the Lavender Route

				Join the lavender-happy crowds from June to early September and travel the Route de la Lavande (www.routes-lavande.com), a wide blue-purple swath that connects major sights like the Abbaye Notre-Dame de Sènaque, Coustellet’s Musée de la Lavande, and Forcalquier’s famous market.

				Apres-Ski the Day Away in the French Alps

				As home to the first Winter Olympic games in 1924, the ski station of Chamonix (www.chamonix.com), set at the foot of Mont Blanc, provides an ideal winter backdrop for all winter outdoor activities.

				Be a Road Buddy to Picasso in St-Paul-de-Vence

				Use Aix-en-Provence, Arles, or Antibes as a base for touring the Modern Art Road. Explore picture-perfect villages immortalized by Cézanne and Van Gogh and pose oh-so-casually under the Picassos on view at the Colombe d’Or inn (www.la-colombe-dor.com).

				Play Once-Upon-a-Time in Carcassonne

				Protected by a double ring of ramparts and 53 towers, this perfectly preserved fortified city (www.carcassonne.org) of the Languedoc-Roussillon region is considered to be one of the most romantic medieval settings in France.

				Attend the Festival d’Avignon

				This internationally renowned summer theater festival (www.festival-avignon.com) features nearly a thousand performances throughout the city, plus hundreds more in the “unofficial” “Avignon Off” festival.

				Track the Tour de France

				No tickets are required to watch this famed cycling competition (www.letour.fr) as it winds through some of the country’s most dramatic scenery. Why not enjoy a picnic anywhere along the route as the riders race past?
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				If you want to get a sense of contemporary French culture, and indulge in some of its pleasures, start by familiarizing yourself with the rituals of daily life. These are a few highlights—things you can take part in with relative ease.

				Café Society

				Along with air, water, and wine, the café remains one of the basic necessities of life in France. You may prefer a posh perch at a renowned Paris spot such as the Deux Magots on Boulevard St-Germain or opt for a tiny café du coin (corner café) in Lyon or Marseilles, where you can have a quick cup of coffee at the counter. Those on Paris’s major boulevards (such as Boulevard St-Michel and the Champs-Élysées) will almost always be the most
					expensive and the least interesting.

				In effect, the more modest establishments (look for nonchalant locals) are the places to really get a feeling for French café culture.

				And we do mean culture—not only the practical rituals of the experience (perusing the posted menu, choosing a table, unwrapping your sugar cube) but an intellectual spur as well.

				You’ll see businessmen, students, and pensive types pulling out notebooks for intent scribblings. In fact, some Paris landmarks like the Café de Flore host readings, while several years ago a trend for cafés philos (philosophy cafés) took off.

				And there’s always the frisson of history available at places like La Closerie des Lilas, where an expensive drink allows you to rest your derrière on the spots once favored by Baudelaire and Apollinaire.

				Finally, there’s people-watching, which goes hand in glove with the café lifestyle—what better excuse to linger over your café crème or Lillet? So get ready to settle in, sip your pastis, and pretend your travel notebook is a Hemingway story in the making.

				Street Markets

				Browsing through the street markets and marchés couverts (covered markets) of France is enough to make you regret all the tempting restaurants around.

				But even though their seafood, free-range poultry, olives, and produce cry out to be gathered in a basket and cooked in their purest forms, you can also enjoy them as a simple visual feast.

				Over at flea and brocante (collectibles) markets, food plays second fiddle. With any luck, you’ll find a little 18th-century engraving that makes your heart go trottinant.

				Bistros and Brasseries

				The choice of restaurants in France is a feast in itself. Of course, at least once during your trip you’ll want to indulge in a luxurious meal at a great haute-cuisine restaurant—but there’s no need to get knee-deep in white truffles at Paris’s Alain Ducasse to savor the France the French eat. For you can discover the most delicious French-Women-Don’t-Get-Fat food with a quick visit to a city neighborhood bistro.

				History tells us that bistros served the world’s first fast food—after the fall of Napoléon, the Russian soldiers who occupied Paris were known to cry bistro (“quickly” in Russian) when ordering.

				Here, at zinc-top tables, you’ll find the great delights of cuisine traditionelle, like grand-mère’s lamb with white beans.

				Today the bistro boom has meant that many are designer-decorated and packed with trendsetters.

				If you’re lucky, the food will be as witty and colorful as the clientele.

				Brasseries, with few exceptions, remain unchanged—great bustling places with white-aproned waiters and hearty, mainly Alsatian, food, such as pork-based dishes, choucroute (sauerkraut), and beer (“brasserie” also means brewery).

				Bon appétit!
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				Great Food

				Forget the Louvre or the Château de Chenonceau—the real reason for a visit to France is to dine at its famous temples of gastronomy. Once you dive into Taillevent’s lobster soufflé, you’ll quickly realize that food in France is far more than fuel. The French regard gastronomy as essential to the art of living, so don’t feel guilty if your meal at Paris’s Grand Véfour takes as long as your visit to the Musée d’Orsay: two hours for a three-course menu is par, and you
					may, after relaxing into the routine, feel pressured at less than three. Gastronomads—those who travel to eat—won’t want to miss a pilgrimage out to Juan-les-Pins to witness the culinary fireworks of chef Alain Llorca, whose name reveals his Basque roots. These days, la haute cuisine in the States and England is nearly as rare as Tibetan food, so plan on treating dining as religiously as the French do—at least once.

				Alain Llorca Restaurant-Hôtel, La Colle sur Loup, near St-Paul-de-Vence, the Riviera. Master chef Alain Llorca marries grand cuisine with humble Provençal touches—don’t be surprised to find octopus in your bouillabaisse.

				Le Grand Véfour, Paris. Guy Martin’s Savoyard creations are extraordinaire, but the 18th-century decor is almost more delicious.

				Le Louis XV, Monaco. If you’re going to feast like a king, this Alain Ducasse outpost is the place to do it.

				L’Auberge de L’Ill, Illhaeusern, near Ribeauville, Alsace. Gourmands worship at this culinary temple where the Haeberline family create a brave nouvelle world by fusing Alsatian and Asian fixings to the hautest cuisine.

				La Vie de Châteaux

				From the humblest feudal ruin to the most delicate Loire Valley spires to the grandest of Sun King spreads, the châteaux of France evoke the history of Europe as no museum can. Standing on their castellated ramparts, it is easy to slip into the role of a feudal lord scrambling to protect his patchwork of holdings from kings and dukes. The lovely landscape takes on a strategic air and you find yourself role-playing thus, whether swanning aristocratically over
					Chenonceau’s bridgelike galerie de bal spanning the River Cher or curling a revolutionary lip at the splendid excesses of Versailles. These are, after all, the castles that inspired Charles Perrault’s “Sleeping Beauty” and “Beauty and the Beast”, and their fairy-tale magic—rich with history and Disney-free—still holds true. Better yet, enjoy a “queen-for-a-stay” night at one of France’s many châteaux-hotels. Many are surprisingly affordable—even
					though some bathrooms look like they should be on a postcard.

				Chambord, Loire Valley. This French Renaissance extravaganza—all 440 rooms and 365 chimneys—will take your breath away. Be sure to go up the down staircase designed by da Vinci.

				Château de la Bourdaisière, Loire Valley. Not one but two princes de Broglie welcome you to this idyllic and elegant neo-Renaissance hotel.

				Château d’Ussé, Loire Valley. Step into a fairy tale at Sleeping Beauty’s legendary home.

				Vaux-le-Vicomte, Ile-de-France. Louis XIV was so jealous when he saw this 17th-century Xanadu that he commissioned Versailles.

				Beautiful Villages

				Nearly everyone has a mind’s-eye view of the perfect French village. Oozing half-timber houses and roses, these once-upon-a-time-ified villages have a sense of tranquillity not even tour buses can ruin. The Loire Valley’s prettiest village, Saché, is so small it seems your own personal property—an eyebrow of cottages, a Romanesque church, a 17th-century auberge inn, and a modest château. Little wonder Honoré de Balzac came here to write some of his greatest novels.
					Auvers-sur-Oise, the pretty riverside village in the Ile-de-France, inspired some of Van Gogh’s finest landscapes. In the Dordogne region, hamlets have a Walt Disney–like quality, right down to Rapunzel windows, flocks of geese, and storks’-nest towers. Along the Côte d’Azur you’ll find the sky-kissing, hilltop villages perchés, like Èze. All in all, France has an embarras de richesses of nestled-away treasures—so just
					throw away the map. After all, no penciled itinerary is half as fun as stumbling upon some half-hidden Brigadoon.

				Haut-de-Cagnes, French Riviera. This perfect example of the eagle’s-nest village near the coast is nearly boutique-free, was once adored by Renoir, and remains ancient in atmosphere.

				La Roque-Gageac, Dordogne. Lorded over by its immense rock cliff, this centuries-old riverside village is the perfect backdrop for a beautiful pique-nique.

				Riquewihr, Alsace. Full of storybook buildings, cul-de-sac courtyards, and stone gargoyles, this is the showpiece of the Alsatian Wine Route.

				Monet, Manet, and Matisse

				It is through the eyes of its artists that many first get to know France. No wonder people from across the globe come to search for Gauguin’s bobbing boats at Pont-Aven, Monet’s bridge at Giverny, and the gaslit Moulin Rouge of Toulouse-Lautrec—not hung in a museum but alive in all their three-dimensional glory. In Arles you can stand on the spot where Van Gogh painted and compare his perspective to a placard with his finished work; in Paris you can climb into the
					garret-atelier where Delacroix created his epic canvases, or wander the redolent streets of Montmartre, once haunted by Renoir, Utrillo, and Modigliani. Of course, an actual trip to France is not necessary to savor this country: a short visit to any major museum will probably just as effectively transport the viewer—by way of the paintings of Pisarro, Millet, Poussin, Sisley, and Matisse—to its legendary landscapes. But go beyond museums and discover the actual towns that
					once harbored these famed artists.

				Céret, Languedoc-Roussillon. Pack your crayons for a trip to Matisse Country, for this is where the artist fell in love with the fauve (savage) hues found only in Mother Nature.

				Giverny, Ile-de-France. Replacing paint and water with earth and water, Monet transformed his 5-acre garden into a veritable live-in Impressionist painting.

				St-Paul-de-Vence, Côte d’Azur. Pose oh-so-casually under the Picassos at the famed Colombe d’Or inn, once favored by Signac, Modigliani, and Bonnard.

				Le Shopping

				Although it’s somewhat disconcerting to see Gap stores gracing almost every major street corner in Paris and other urban areas in France, if you take the time to peruse smaller specialty shops, you can find rare original gifts—be it an antique brooch from the 1930s or a modern vase crafted from Parisian rooftop-tile zinc. It’s true that the traditional gifts of silk scarves, perfume, and wine can often be purchased for less in the shopping mall back home, but you
					can make an interesting twist by purchasing a vintage Hermès scarf, or a unique perfume from an artisan perfumer. Bargaining is traditional in outdoor and flea markets, antiques stores, small jewelry shops, and craft galleries, for example. If you’re thinking of buying several items, or if you’re simply in love with something a little bit too expensive, you’ve nothing to lose by cheerfully suggesting to the proprietor, “Vous me faites un prix?” (“How about a discount?”) The
					small businessperson will immediately size you up, and you’ll have some good-natured fun.

				Colette, Paris. Wiggle into the ultimate little black dress at this fashionista shrine.

				Grain de Vanille, Cancale. These sublime tastes of Brittany—salted butter caramels, rare honeys, and malouine cookies—make great gifts, non?

				L’Isle-sur-la-Sorgue, Provence. This canal-laced town becomes a Marrakech of marketeers on Sunday, when dazzling brocante (antiques) dealers set up shop.

				Gothic Churches and Cathedrals

				Their extraordinary permanence, their everlasting relevance even in a secular world, and their transcendent beauty make the Gothic churches and cathedrals of France a lightning rod if you are in search of the essence of French culture. The product of a peculiarly Gallic mix of mysticism, exquisite taste, and high technology, France’s 13th- and 14th-century “heavenly mansions” provide a thorough grounding in the history of architecture (some say there was nothing
					new in the art of building between France’s Gothic arch and Frank Lloyd Wright’s cantilevered slab). Each cathedral imparts its own monumental experience—knee-weakening grandeur, a mighty resonance that touches a chord of awe, and humility in the unbeliever. Even cynics will find satisfaction in these edifices’ social history—the anonymity of the architects, the solidarity of the artisans, and the astonishing bravery of experiments in suspended stone.

				Chartres, Ile-de-France. Get enlightened with France’s most beautiful stained-glass windows.

				Mont-St-Michel, Normandy. From its silhouette against the horizon to the abbey and gardens at the peak of the rock, you’ll never forget this awe-inspiring sight.

				Notre-Dame, Paris. Make a face back at the gargoyles high atop Quasimodo’s home.

				Reims, Champagne. Tally up the 34 VIPs crowned at this magnificent edifice, the age-old setting for the coronations of French kings.

				L’Esprit Sportif

				Though the physically inclined would consider walking across Scotland or bicycling across Holland, they often misconstrue France as a sedentary country where one plods from museum to château to restaurant. But it’s possible to take a more active approach: imagine pedaling past barges on the Saône River or along slender poplars on a route départementale (provincial road); hiking over Alpine meadows near Megéve; or sailing the historic
					ports of Honfleur or Antibes. Experiencing this side of France will take you off the beaten path and into the countryside. As you bike along French country roads or along the extensive network of Grands Randonnées (Lengthy Trails) crisscrossing the country, you will have time to tune into the landscape—to study crumbling garden walls, smell the honeysuckle, and chat with a farmer in his potager (vegetable garden).

				Sentier des Cascades, Haute-Pyrénées. Near Cauterets is the GR10 walk, which features stunning views of the famous waterfalls and abundant marmottes (Pyrenean groundhogs).

				Tracking the Camargue Reserve, Provence. Take an unforgettable promenade équestre (horseback tour) of this amazing nature park, home to bulls and birds—50,000 flamingos, that is.

				The VBT Loire Biking Tour. Stunning châteaux-hotels, Pissarro-worthy riverside trails, and 20 new best friends make this a fantastique way to go “around the whirl.”

				Clos Encounters

				Bordeaux or Burgundy, Sauternes or Sancerre, Romanée-Conti or Côte du Rhône—wherever you turn in France, you’ll find famous Gallic wine regions and vineyards, born of the country’s curvaceous landscape. Speckled unevenly with hills, canals, forests, vineyards, châteaux, and the occasional cow clinging to 30-degree inclines, the great wine regions of France attract hordes of travelers more interested in shoving their noses deep into wine glasses than staring high
					into the stratosphere of French cathedral naves. Fact is, you can buy the bottles of the fabled regions—the Côte d’Or, the Rhône Valley, or that oenophile’s nirvana, Bordeaux—anywhere, so why not taste the lesser-known local crus from, say, the lovely vineyards in the Loire Valley. Explore the various clos (enclosures) and côtes (hillsides) that grow golden by October, study the vendangeur
					grape-pickers, then drive along the wine routes looking for those “Dégustation” signs, promising free sips from the local vintner. Pretty soon you’ll be an expert on judging any wine’s aroma, body, and backwash.

				The Alsace Route de Vin. Between Mulhouse and Strasbourg, many picture-book villages entice with top vintners.

				Clos de Vougeot, Burgundy. A historic wine-making barn, 13th-century grape presses, and its verdant vineyard make this a must-do.

				Mouton-Rothschild, Route de Médoc. Baron Philippe perfected one of the great five premiers crus here—and there’s a great visitor center.
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				France has long been the standard bearer of Western civilization—without her, neither English liberalism nor the American Constitution would exist today. It has given us Notre Dame, Loire châteaux, Versailles, Stendhal, Chardin, Monet, Renoir, and the most beautiful city in the world, Paris. So it is no surprise that France unfolds like a gigantic historical pop-up book. To help you understand the country’s masterful mélange of old and new, here’s a quick overview
					of La Belle France’s stirring historical pageant.

				Ancient France

				France’s own “Stonehenge”—the megalithic stone complexes at Carnac in Brittany (circa 3500 BC)—were created by the Celts, who inhabited most of northwest Europe during the last millenniums BC. In the 1st century BC Julius Caesar conquered Gaul, and the classical civilizations of the Mediterranean soon made artistic inroads. The Greek trading colonies at Marseille eventually gave way to the Roman Empire, with the result that ancient Roman aesthetics left a lasting
					impression: it is no accident that the most famous modern example of a Roman triumphal arch—the Arc
					de
					Triomphe—should have been built in Paris.

				What to See: France possesses examples of ancient Roman architecture that even Italy cannot match: Provence, whose name comes from the Latin, had been one of the most popular places to holiday for the ancient Romans. The result is that you can find the best preserved Roman arena in Nimes (along with the Maison Carrée), the best preserved Roman theater at Orange,
					and the best preserved Roman bridge aqueduct, the Pont du Gard.

				The Middle Ages: From Romanesque to Gothic

				By the 7th century AD Christianity was well established throughout France. Its interaction with an inherited classical tradition produced the first great indigenous French culture, the Frankish or Merovingian, created by the Franks (who gave their name to the new nation), Germanic tribes who expelled the Romans from French soil. Various French provinces began to unite as part of Charlemagne’s new Holy Roman Empire and, as a central core of European Catholicism,
					France now gave rise to great monastic centers—Tours, Auxerre, Reims, and Chartres—that were also cultural powerhouses. After the Crusades, more settled conditions led to the flowering of the Romanesque style developed by reformist monastic orders like the Benedictines at Cluny. This then gave way to the Gothic, which led to the construction of many cathedrals—perhaps the greatest architectural achievement created in France—during the biggest
					building spree of the Middle Ages. Under the Capetian kings, French government became more centralized. The most notable king was Louis IX (1226–70), known as Saint Louis, who left important monuments in the Gothic style, which lasted some 400 years and gained currency throughout Europe.

				What to See: The Romanesque style sprang out of the forms of classical art left by the Romans; its top artistic landmarks adorn Burgundy: the giant transept of Cluny, the sculptures of Gislebertus at Autun’s Cathèdrale St-Lazare, and the amazing tympanum of the Basilique Ste-Madeleine at Vézelay. Another top Romanesque artwork is in Normandy: the Bayeux Tapestry on view in Bayeux. The desire to span greater area with stone and to admit more light led to the development of the new Gothic style. This became famed for its use of the pointed arch and the rib vault, resulting in an essentially skeletal structure containing large areas of glass. First fully developed at Notre
					Dame, Paris (from 1163), Chartres (from 1200), Reims (from 1211), and Amiens (from 1220), the Gothic cathedral contains distinctive Gothic forms: delicate filigree-like rose windows of stained glass, tall lancet windows, elaborately sculpted portails, and “flying buttresses.” King Louis IV commissioned Paris’s Sainte-Chapelle chapel in the 1240s
					and it remains the most beautiful artistic creation of the Middle Ages.

				The Renaissance

				France nationalism came to the fore once the tensions and wars fomented by the Houses of Anjou and Capet climaxed in the Hundred Years’ War (1328–1453). During this time, Joan of Arc helped drive English rulers from France with the Valois line of kings taking the throne. From the late 15th century into the 16th, the golden light of the Italian Renaissance then dawned over France. This was due, in large measure, to King François I (accession 1515), who returned from
					wars in Italy with many Italian artists and craftsmen, among them Leonardo da Vinci (who lived in Amboise from 1507). With decades of peace, fortresses soon became châteaux and the picture palaces of the Loire Valley came into being. The grandest of these, Fontainebleau and Chambord, reflected the growing centralization of the French court and were greatly influenced by the new Italian styles.

				What to See: An earnest desire to rival and outdo Italy in cultural pursuits dominated French culture during the 15th and 16th centuries. For the decoration of the new Palace
					of
					Fontainebleau (from 1528) artists like Cellini, Primaticcio, and Rosso used rich colors, elongated forms, and a concentration upon allegory and eroticism to help cement the Mannerist style. Gothic and vernacular forms of architecture were now rejected in favor of classical models, as could be seen in the châteaux in the Loire Valley such as Blois
					(from 1498), Chambord (from 1519, where design elements were created by Leonardo), and Chenonceau, which was commissioned by the king’s mother, Catherine de’ Medici. The rebuilding of Paris’s Louvre, begun in 1546, marked the final assimilation of Italian classical architecture into France.

				Royal Absolutism and the Baroque Style

				Rising out of the conflicts between Catholic and Protestant (thousands of Huguenots were murdered in the St. Bartholomew’s Day massacre of 1572), King Henry IV became the first Bourbon king and fomented religious tolerance with the Edict of Nantes (1598). By the 17th century architecture still had an Italianate flavor, as seen in the Roman Baroque forms adorning Parisian churches. The new Baroque architectural taste for large-scale town planning gave rise to the
					many squares that formed focal points within cities. King Louis XIV, the Sun King, came to the throne in 1643, but he chose to rule from a new power base he built outside Paris: Versailles soon became a symbol of the absolutist court of the Sun King and the new insatiable national taste for glory. But with Louis XIV, XV, and XVI going for broke, a reaction against extravagance and for logic and empirical reason took over. Before long, writers like Jean-Jacques Rousseau argued
					for social and political reform—the need for revolution.

				What to See: To create a more carefully ordered aristocratic bureaucracy, courtiers were commanded to leave their family châteaux and take up residence in the massive new Versailles palace. A golden age for art began, since patronage of the arts enjoyed almost equal expenditure to that lavished on Louis’s continual wars. The palaces of the Louvre (1545–1878) and Versailles (1661–1756) bear witness to this in their sheer scale. “After me, the deluge,” Louis XIV said, and early 18th-century France was on the verge of bankruptcy. In turn, the court turned away from the over-the-top splendor of Versailles and Paris’s Luxembourg Palace to retreat to smaller, more domestic houses in Paris, seen in such hôtel particuliers as the Musée Nissim de Camondo and the charming Hameau farm created for Marie-Antoinette in Versailles’ park. Bombastic Baroque gave way to the Rococo style, as the charming, feminine paintings of Watteau, Boucher, and Fragonard provided cultural diversions for an aristocracy withdrawn from the stage of power politics. Find their masterpieces at the Louvre, Carnavalet, and other museums.

				Revolution and Romanticism

				The end of Bourbon rule came with the execution of Louis XVI and Marie-Antoinette. The French Revolution ushered in the First Republic (1792–1804). After a backlash to the Terror (1793–94), in which hundreds were guillotined, Napoléon rose to power from the ashes of the Revolutionary Directoire. With him a new intellectual force and aesthetic mode came to the fore—Romanticism. With lucid introspection, this new style focused on inner emotions and the self, leading to the withdrawal of the artists from politics, growing industrialization, and urbanization into a more subjective world. Napoléon’s First Empire (1804–14) conquered most of Europe, but after the disastrous Russian invasion the Bourbon dynasty was restored with the rule of Charles X and Louis-Philippe. The latter, known as the Citizen King, abdicated in 1848 and
					made way for the Second Republic and the return of Napoleonic forces with Napoléon III’s Second Empire (1852–70).

				What
					to
					See: As often happens, art is one step ahead of history. The design of Paris’s Panthéon by Soufflot, Gabriel’s refined Petit
					Trianon at Versailles (1762), and the paintings of Greuze (1725–1805) and David (1745–1825), on view at the Louvre, display a conceit for moral order in great contrast to the flippancies of Fragonard. A renewed taste for classicism was seen in the Empire style promulgated by Napoléon; see the emperor’s Paris come alive at the Left Bank’s charming Cour du Commerce St-André
					and his shrine, Les Invalides. But the rigidly formal Neoclassical style soon gave way to Romanticism, whose touchstones are immediacy of technique, emotionalism, and the ability to convey the uncertainties of the human condition. Go to Paris’s Musée Delacroix to get an up-close look at this expresive, emotive master of Romanticism.

				The Modern Age Begins

				Napoléon’s III’s Second Empire lead to the vast aggrandization of France on the world stage, with colonies set up across the globe, a booming economy, and the capital city of Paris remade into Europe’s showplace thanks to Baron Haussman. After the Prussians invaded, France was defeated and culture was shattered and reformed. Romanticism became Realism, often carrying strong social
					overtones, as seen in the works of Courbet. The closer reexamination of reality by the Barbizon School of landscape painters lead to Impressionism, whose masters approached their subjects with a fresh eye, using clear, bright colors to create atmospheric effects and naturalistic observation. By 1870 French rule was reinstated with the Third Republic, which lasted until
					1940.

				What to See: Thanks to Haussman, Paris became the City of Light, with new large boulevards opening up the dark urban city, an outlook culminating in the Eiffel Tower, built for the Paris Exposition of 1889. Taking modern life as their subject matter, great Impressionist masters like Monet (1840–1926), Renoir (1841–1919), and Degas
					(1834–1917) proceeded to break down visual perceptions in terms of light and color, culminating in the late series of Waterlily paintings (from 1916) done at Monet’s Giverny estate. Along with masterpieces by Degas, Gauguin, Van Gogh, and Cézanne, the most famous Impressionist and Post-Impressionist paintings can be seen at Paris’s famed Musée
						d’Orsay. These artists began the myth of the Parisian Bohemian artist, the disaffected idealist kicking at the shins of tradition, and they forged the path then boldly trod by the greatest artist of the 20th century, Picasso, whose works can be seen at Paris’s Musée Picasso and Centre Beaubourg.

			

			Previous Chapter | Beginning of Chapter | Next Chapter | Table of Contents

			





		

	
		
			
				
					[image: Great Itineraries]
				

				Previous Chapter | Next Chapter | Table of Contents

				
				
				The Good Life | France from North to South | A Child’s-Eye View

				
				The Good Life

				Beginning in château country, head south and west, through Cognac country into wine country around Bordeaux. Then lose yourself in the Dordogne, a landscape of rolling hills peppered with medieval villages, fortresses, and prehistoric caves.

				Loire Valley Châteaux

				3 or 4 days. Base yourself at the crossroads of Blois, starting with its multi-era château. Then head for the huge château in Chambord. Amboise’s château echoes with history, and the neighboring manor, Clos Lucé, was Leonardo da Vinci’s final home—or instead of this “town” château, head west to the tiny village of Rigny-Ussé for the Sleeping Beauty castle of Ussé. Heading southeast, finish up at Chenonceau—the most magical one of all—then
					return to the transportation hub city of Tours. 

				Bordeaux Wine Country

				2 days. Pay homage to the great names of Médoc, north of the city of Bordeaux, though the hallowed villages of Margaux, St-Julien, Pauillac, and St-Estèphe aren’t much to look at. East of Bordeaux, via the prettier Pomerol vineyards, the village of St-Émilion is everything you’d want a wine town to be, with ramparts and medieval streets. 

				Dordogne and Périgord

				2 or 3 days. Follow the famous Dordogne River east to the half-timber market town of Bergerac. Wind through the green, wooded countryside into the region where humans’ earliest ancestors left their mark, in the caves in Les Eyzies-de-Tayac and the famous Grotte de Lascaux. Be sure to sample the region’s culinary specialties: truffles, foie gras, and preserved duck. Then travel south to the stunning and sky-high village of Rocamadour. 

				By Public Transportation

				It’s easy to get to Blois and Chenonceaux by rail, but you’ll need to take a bus to visit other Loire châteaux. Forays farther into Bordeaux country and the Dordogne are difficult by train, involving complex and frequent changes (Limoges is a big railway hub). Further exploration requires a rental car or sometimes unreliable bus routes.

				France from North to South

				Zoom from Paris to the heart of historic Burgundy, its rolling green hills traced with hedgerows and etched with vineyards. From here, plunge into the arid beauty of Provence and toward the spectacular coastline of the Côte d’Azur.

				Burgundy Wine Country

				2 to 3 days. Base yourself in the market town of Beaune and visit its famous hospices and surrounding vineyards. Make a day trip to the ancient hill town of Vézelay, with its incomparable basilica, stopping in Autun to explore Roman ruins and its celebrated Romanesque cathedral. For more vineyards, follow the Côte d’Or from Beaune to Dijon. Or make a beeline to Dijon, with its charming Vieille Ville and fine museums. From here it’s a
					two-hour drive to Lyon, where you can feast on this city’s famous earthy cuisine. Another three hours’ push takes you deep into the heart of Provence. 

				Arles and Provence

				2 to 3 days. Arles is the atmospheric, sun-drenched southern town that inspired Van Gogh and Gauguin. Make a day trip into grand old Avignon, home to the 14th-century rebel popes, to view their imposing palace. And make a pilgrimage to the Pont du Gard, the famous triple-tiered Roman aqueduct west of Avignon. From here two hours’ drive will bring you to the glittering Côte d’Azur. 

				Antibes and the French Riviera

				2 to 3 days. This historic and atmospheric port town is well positioned for day trips. First, head west to glamorous Cannes. The next day head east into Nice, with its exotic Vieille Ville and its bounty of modern art. There are ports to explore in Villefranche and St-Jean-Cap-Ferrat, east of Nice. Allow time for a walk out onto the tropical paradise peninsula of Cap d’Antibes, or for an hour or two lolling on the coast’s famous pebble
					beaches. 

				By Public Transportation

				The high-speed TGV travels from Paris through Burgundy and Lyon, then zips through the south to Marseille. Train connections to Beaune from the TGV are easy; getting to Autun from Beaune takes up to two hours, with a change at Chagny. Vézelay can be reached by bus excursion from Dijon or Beaune. Rail connections are easy between Arles and Avignon; you’ll need a bus to get to the Pont du Gard from Avignon. Antibes, Cannes, and Nice are easily reached by the scenic
					rail line, as are most of the resorts and ports along the coast. To squeeze the most daytime out of your trip, take a night train or a plane from Nice back to Paris.

				A Child’s-Eye View

				Make your way through Normandy and Brittany, with enough wonders and evocative topics to inspire any child to put down his computer game and gawk.

				Paris

				2 days. Paris’s major museums, like the Louvre, can be as engaging as they are educational—as long as you keep your visits short. Start out your Paris stay by giving your kids an idea of how the city was planned by climbing to the top of the Arc de Triomphe. From here work your way down the Champs-Élysées toward Place de la Concorde. Stop for a puppet show at the Marionettes des Champs-Élysées, at Avenues Matignon and Gabriel, halfway down
					the Champs. Continue walking down the Champs, to the Jardin des Tuileries, where kids can sail boats on a small pond. Then taxi or hike over to the Louvre for an afternoon visit. Your reward? Stop in at Angélina (on Rue de Rivoli, across the street), a tearoom famous for its thick hot chocolate. If you want to see the puppet show, do this on a Wednesday, Saturday, or Sunday. The next morning, head to the Eiffel Tower for a bird’s-eye view of the city. After you descend, ride
					on one of the Bateaux Mouches at Place de l’Alma, nearby. Then take the métro to the hunchback’s hangout, Notre-Dame Cathedral. Finish up your Paris visit by walking several blocks over, through the center of the Ile de la Cité, to Paris’s most storybook sight—the Sainte-Chapelle, a fairy-tale, stained-glass chapel that looks like a stage set for Walt Disney’s Sleeping Beauty.
				

				Versailles

				1 day. Here’s an opportunity for a history lesson: with its amazing Baroque extravagance, no other monument so succinctly illustrates what inspired the rage of the French Revolution. Louis XIV’s eye-popping château of Versailles pleases the secret monarch in most of us. 

				Honfleur

				1 day. From this picture-book seaport lined with skinny half-timber row houses and salt-dampened cobblestones, the first French explorers set sail for Canada in the 15th century. 

				Bayeux

				2 days. William the Conqueror’s extraordinary invasion of England in 1066 was launched from the shores of Normandy. The famous Bayeux tapestry, showcased in a state-of-the-art museum, spins the tale of the Battle of Hastings. From this home base you can introduce the family to the modern saga of 1944’s Allied landings with a visit to the Museum of the Battle of Normandy, then make a pilgrimage to Omaha Beach. 

				Mont-St-Michel

				1 day. Rising majestically in a shroud of sea mist over vacillating tidal flats, this mystical peninsula is Gothic in every sense of the word. Though its tiny, steep streets are crammed with visitors and tourist traps, no other sight gives you a stronger sense of the worldly power of medieval monasticism than Mont-St-Michel. 

				St-Malo

				1 day. Even in winter you’ll want to brave the Channel winds to beachcomb the shores of this onetime pirate base. In summer, of course, it’s mobbed with sun seekers who stroll the old streets, restored to quaintness after World War II. 

				Chartres

				1 day. Making a beeline on the autoroute back to Paris, stop in Chartres to view the loveliest of all of France’s cathedrals. 

				By Public Transportation

				Coordinating a sightseeing tour like this with a limited local train schedule isn’t easy, and connections to Mont-St-Michel are especially complicated. Versailles, Chartres, and St-Malo are easy to reach, and Bayeux and Honfleur are doable, if inconvenient. But you’ll spend a lot of vacation time waiting along train tracks.
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				If your France fantasy involves staying in a historic hotel with the smell of fresh-baked croissants gently rousing you in the morning, here’s some good news: you need not be Ritz-rich to realize it. Throughout the country, you’ll find stylish lodging options—from charming hotels and intimate B&Bs to regal apartments and grand country houses—in all price ranges.

				Hotels

				Rates are always by room, not per person. Sometimes a hotel in a certain price category will have a few less-expensive rooms; it’s worth asking about. In the off-season—usually November to Easter (except for southern France)—tariffs may be lower. Always inquire about promotional specials and weekend deals. Rates must be posted in all rooms, with extra charges clearly indicated.

				Hotel rooms have telephones, television, and private bath unless otherwise noted. When making your reservation, state your preference for shower (douche) or tub (baignoire)—the latter always costs more. Also when booking, ask for a grand lit if you want a double bed.

				Apartment and House Rentals

				If you want more spacious accommodations with cooking facilities, consider a furnished rental. These can save you money, especially if you’re traveling with a group.

				Renting a gîte rural—furnished house in the country—for a week or month can also save you money. Gîtes are nearly always maintained by on-site owners, who greet you on your arrival and provide information on groceries, doctors, and nearby attractions.

				The national rental network, the Fédération Nationale des Gîtes de France, rents all types of accommodations rated by ears of corn (from one to four) based on comfort and quality criteria.

				You can find listings for fabulous renovated farmhouses with swimming pools or simple cottages in the heart of wine country. Besides country houses, Gîtes de France has listings for B&Bs, lodges, hostels, and campsites.

				Bed-and-Breakfasts

				Chambres d’hôtes (bed-and-breakfasts) range from simple lodgings with breakfast in a humble home to beautiful rooms in a château with gourmet food. Chambres d’hôtes are most common in rural France, though they are becoming more popular in Paris and other major cities.

				Check with local tourist offices or private reservation agencies like Hôtes Qualité Paris. Often table d’hôte dinners (meals cooked by and eaten with the owners) can be arranged for a nominal fee.

				Note that your hosts at B&Bs, unlike those at hotels, are more likely to speak only French.

				Hostels

				Hostels offer bare-bones lodging at low, low prices—often in shared dorm rooms with shared baths—to people of all ages, though the primary market is students. Most hostels serve breakfast; dinner and/or shared cooking facilities may also be available.

				In some hostels you aren’t allowed to be in your room during the day, and there may be a curfew at night. Nevertheless, hostels provide a sense of community, with public rooms where travelers often gather to share stories.
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				Updated by Jennifer Ditsler-Ladonne, Linda Hervieux, Ann Mah, and Heather Stimmler-Hall

				If there’s a problem with a trip to Paris, it’s the embarrassment of riches that faces you. No matter which aspect of Paris you choose—touristy, historic, fashion-conscious, pretentious-bourgeois, thrifty, or the legendary bohemian arty Paris of undying attraction—one thing is certain: you will carve out your own Paris, one that is vivid, exciting, ultimately unforgettable.

				Wherever you head, your itinerary will prove to be a voyage of discovery. But choosing the Paris of your dreams is a bit like choosing a perfume or cologne. Do you want something young and dashing, or elegant and worldly? How about sporty, or perhaps strictly glamorous? No matter: they are all here—perfumes, famous museums, legendary churches, or romantic cafés. Whether you spend three days or three months in this city, it will always have something new to offer
					you, which may explain why the most assiduous explorers of Paris are the Parisians themselves.

				Veterans know that Paris is a city of vast, noble perspectives and intimate, ramshackle streets, of formal espaces vertes (green open spaces) and quiet squares. This combination of the pompous and the private is one of the secrets of its perennial pull. Another is its size: Paris is relatively small as capitals go, with distances between many of its major sights and museums invariably walkable.

				For the first-timer there will always be several must-dos at the top of the list, but getting to know Paris will never be quite as simple as a quick look at Notre-Dame, the Louvre, and the Eiffel Tower. You’ll discover that around every corner, down every ruelle (little street) lies a resonance-in-waiting. You can stand on the Rue du Faubourg St-Honoré at the very spot where Edmond Rostand set Ragueneau’s pastry shop in Cyrano de Bergerac. You can read the letters of Madame de Sévigné in her actual hôtel particulier, or private mansion, now the Musée Carnavalet. You can hear the words of Racine resound in the ringing, hair-raising diction of the Comédie Française. You can breathe in the fumes of hubris before the extravagant onyx tomb Napoléon designed for himself. You can gaze through the gates at the school where Voltaire honed his wit,
					and you can add your own pink-lipstick kiss to Oscar Wilde’s bedecked grave at Père-Lachaise Cemetery.

				If this is your first trip, you may want to take a guided tour of the city—a good introduction that will help you get your bearings and provide you with a general impression before you return to explore the sights that particularly interest you. To help track those down, this chapter’s exploration of Paris is divided into eight neighborhood walks. Each quartier, or neighborhood, has its own personality, which is best discovered by foot
					power. Ultimately, your route will be marked by your preferences, your curiosity, and your state of fatigue. You can wander for hours without getting bored—though not, perhaps, without getting lost. By the time you have seen only a few neighborhoods, drinking in the rich variety they have to offer, you should not only be culturally replete but downright exhausted—and hungry, too. Again, take your cue from Parisians and think out your next move in a sidewalk café. So you’ve
					heard stories of a friend who paid $8 for a coffee at a café. So what? What you’re paying for is time, and the opportunity to watch the intricate drama of Parisian street life unfold. Hemingway knew the rules; after all, he would have remained just another unknown sportswriter if the waiters in the cafés had hovered around him impatiently.

				
					Top Reasons to Go

				
					Masterpiece Theater: There will always be something new to see at the Louvre—after all, the Mona Lisa is just one of 800,000 treasures.

				
					Feasting at Le Grand Véfour: Back when Napoléon dined here, this was the most beautiful restaurant in Paris. Guess what? It still is.

				
					Quasimodo’s Notre Dame: Get to know the stone gargoyles high atop this playground of Victor Hugo’s hunchback, then savor the splendor inside this great Gothic cathedral.

				
					Café Society: Whether you prefer a posh perch at Les Deux Magots or just the corner café du
					coin, be sure to Hemingway an afternoon away over two café filtrés.

				
					Spend Time on the Seine: Take a leisurely stroll along the Rive Droite and the Rive Gauche, making sure to carve out time to visit the oldest part of Paris—Ile de la Cité and Ile St-Louis.

				
					Getting Oriented

				Paris is divided into 20 arrondissements (or neighborhoods) spiraling out from the center of the city. The numbers reveal the neighborhood’s location, and its age: the 1st arrondissement at the city’s heart being the oldest. The arrondissements in central Paris—the 1st to 8th—are the most-visited.

				If you want to figure out what arrondissement something is in, check the zip code. The first three digits are always 750 for Paris, and the last two identify the arrondissement.

				It’s worth picking up a copy of Paris Pratique, the essential map guide, available at bookstores, newsstands, and souvenir shops.

				
					From Notre-Dame to the Place de la Concorde. Spend time wandering around the lovely Ile-de-la-Cité, home of Notre-Dame, and relaxing in the Tuileries before and after tackling the Louvre.

				
					From the Tour Eiffel to the Arc de Triomphe. You won’t be able to cover this whole area in one day, but plan lots of time for what could be called “monumental” Paris. In addition to the Eiffel Tower, the Champs Élysée, and the Arc de Triomphe, there are several excellent museums worth planning your days around.

				
					The Faubourg St-Honoré to Les Halles. Chic spots in cities come and go, but the Faubourg’s always had it and probably always will, while trendspotters are betting on the up-and-coming Les Halles neighborhood.

				
					The Grands Boulevards. Use the Opéra Garnier as your orientation landmark and set out to do some power shopping. There are some intriguing small museums in the neighborhood, too, if you want a dose of culture.

				
					The Marais, the Bastille, and the Canal St Martin. The Marais is Paris’s most popular lazy-Sunday-afternoon neighborhood, where you can while away the day at the Place des Vosges, shop to your heart’s content. Or hang with the hipsters in the Bastille or along the Canal St. Martin.

				
					Ile St-Louis and the Quartier Latin. Ile St-Louis is tiny, and one of the most romantic spots in Paris. Leave yourself lots of time to wander the Latin Quarter, a ‘hood known for its vibrant student life.

				
					From Orsay to St-Germain-des-Pres. Fabulous cafés and two of the city’s most fabulous museums are found here, on the Left Bank, but make sure you also leave yourself time to wander the Jardins du Luxembourg.

				
					Montmartre. Like a small village inside a big city, charming Montmartre feels distinctly separate from the rest of Paris.

				
					Planner

				When to Go

				The City of Light is magical all year round, but it’s particularly gorgeous in June, when the long days (the sun doesn’t set until 10 pm) stretch sightseeing hours and make it ideal to linger in the cafés practicing the city’s favorite pastime—people-watching. Winter can be dark and chilly, but it’s also the best time to find cheap airfares and hotel deals. April in Paris, despite what the song says, is often rainy. Summer is the most popular (and expensive)
					season, and at the height of it, in July, Paris can feel like a city under siege, bursting at the seams as crowds descend en masse.

				Keep in mind that, like some other European cities, Paris somewhat shuts down in August—some restaurants are closed for the entire month, for example—though there are still plenty of fun things to do, namely, free open-air movies and concerts, and the popular Paris Plage, the “beach” on the right bank of the Seine. September is gorgeous, with temperate weather, saner airfares, and cultural events timed for the rentrée (or return),
					signifying the end of summer vacation.

				The Big Picture

				As world capitals go, Paris is surprisingly compact. The city is divided in two by the River Seine, with two islands (Ile de la Cité and Ile St-Louis) in the middle. Each bank of the Seine has its own personality; the Rive Droite (Right Bank), with its spacious boulevards and formal buildings, generally has a more genteel, dignified feel than the carefree and chic Rive Gauche (Left Bank), to the south. The east–west axis from Châtelet to the Arc de Triomphe, via
					the Rue de Rivoli and the Champs-Élysées, is the Right Bank’s principal thoroughfare for sightseeing and shopping.

				Etiquette

				Simply put, the French like to look at people, so get used to being stared at. Flirting is as natural here (at all ages) as breathing. The French don’t smile at strangers, and doing so can be taken as an invitation for something more. Are the French rude? In a word: Non. In France, politesse is highly prized, as well as good manners. For example, failing to say bonjour (hello) when
					entering a shop—and au revoir (good-bye) on the way out—is considered rude.

				In fact, Parisians are sticklers for politesse and exchanging formal greetings is the rule. Informal American-style manners are considered impolite. Beginning an exchange with a simple “Do you speak English?” will get you on the right foot. Learning a few key French words will take you far. Offer a hearty bonjour (bohn-zhoor) when walking into a shop or café and an au revoir (o ruh-vwahr) when leaving, even if
					nobody seems to be listening (a chorus may reply). When speaking to a woman over age 16, use madame (ma-dam), literally “my lady.” For a young woman or girl, use mademoiselle (mad-mwa-zel). A man of any age goes by monsieur (murh-syur). Always say please, s’il vous plaît (seel-voo-play), and thank you, merci (mehr-see).

				Planning Your Time

				Paris is one of the world’s most visited cities—with crowds to prove it—so it pays to be prepared. Buy tickets online when you can: most cultural centers and museums offer advance-ticket sales, and the small service fee you’ll pay is worth the time saved waiting in line. Investigate alternative entrances at popular sites (there are three at the Louvre, for example), and check when rates are reduced, often during once-a-week late openings. Also, national museums are
					free the first Sunday of each month. There are many within Paris, including the Louvre, Musée d’Orsay, and Centre Pompidou.

				A Paris Museum Pass can save you money if you’re planning serious sightseeing, but it might be even more valuable because it allows you to bypass the lines. It’s sold at the destinations it covers and at airports, major métro stations, and the tourism office in the Carrousel du Louvre (two-, four-, or six-day passes are €32, €48, and €64, respectively; for more info visit www.parismuseumpass.com).

				Stick to the omnipresent ATMs for the best exchange rates; exchanging cash at your hotel or in a store is never going to be to your advantage.

				Getting Here and Around

				Paris is without question best explored on foot, and thanks to Baron Haussmann’s mid-19th-century redesign, the City of Light is a compact wonder of wide boulevards, gracious parks, and leafy squares. When you want a lift, though, public transportation is easy and inexpensive. The métro (subway) goes just about everywhere you’re going for €1.70 a ride (a carnet, or “pack” of 10 tickets, is €12); tickets also work on buses and trams, and the RER train line within
					Paris.

				Paris is divided into 20 arrondissements (or neighborhoods) spiraling out from the center of the city. The numbers reveal the neighborhood’s location and its age, the 1er arrondissement at the city’s heart being the oldest. The arrondissements in central Paris—the 1er to 8e—are the most visited.

				It’s worth picking up a copy of Paris Pratique, the essential map guide, available at newsstands and bookstores.

				Air Travel

				Major airports in the Ile-de-France area are Charles de Gaulle (01–48–62–22–80 | www.adp.fr), commonly known as Roissy, 25 km (16 mi) northeast of Paris, and Orly (01–49–75–15–15 | www.adp.fr), 16 km (10 mi) south. Shuttle buses link Disneyland to the airports at Roissy, 56 km (35 mi) away, and Orly, 50 km (31 mi) distant; buses take 45 minutes and run every 45 minutes from Roissy, every 60 minutes from Orly (less frequently in low season), and cost €18.

				Getting Into Paris from Charles de Gaulle Airport

				The RER-B, the suburban commuter train, beneath Terminals 2 and 3, has trains to central Paris every 15 minutes; the fare is €9.40, and takes about 45 minutes. Important: Remember to hold onto your ticket because you’ll need it to exit the tricky turnstiles at the end of your trip.

				Coaches operated by Air France (you need not have flown with the airline) (08–92–35–08–20 recorded information in English | www.cars-airfrance.com) run about every 20 minutes between Roissy and western Paris (Porte Maillot and the Arc de Triomphe, or Gare de Lyon and Gare Montparnasse). The fare is €15 or €16.50, and it takes about 60 minutes. The Roissybus, operated
					by the RATP (3246 [€0.34 per min] | www.ratp.com), runs directly between Roissy and Rue Scribe by the Opéra every 15 minutes and costs €9.40. Tickets for both bus lines can be purchased in the terminals or from the driver.

				Taxis are readily available; the fare will be around €40–€70, depending on traffic.

				Getting Into Paris from Orly Airport

				There are several options to get to Paris from Orly Airport. Take the free OrlyVal shuttle train, departing every 7 minutes, to the Antony station; then take the RER-B line into Paris. The fare is €10.25 and it takes about 25 minutes. Or, take the airport shuttle bus to the RER-C line station; trains leave every 15 minutes. The fare is €2.60 (Shuttle) plus €3.80 (RER), and journey time is about 35 minutes.

				Air France buses run every 12 minutes between Orly and Montparnasse station, Les Invalides and L’Etoile/Arc de Triomphe. The fare is €11.50, and the trip can take from 30 to 45 minutes, depending on traffic. RATP also runs the Orlybus between the Denfert-Rochereau métro station and Orly every 15 minutes, and the trip costs €6.60.

				Bus Travel

				The Paris bus system (54 quai de la Rapée, | Paris | 75012 | 3246 [€0.34 per min] | www.ratp.com)is user-friendly and a great way to see the city. With dedicated lanes throughout the city allowing buses and taxis to whiz past traffic jams, taking the bus can be a pleasant way to get around. Buses are marked with the route number and destination in
					front and with major stopping places along the sides. The brown bus shelters contain timetables, route maps and electronic boards tell you when the next bus will arrive. Maps are also found on each bus. To get off, press one of the red buttons mounted on the silver poles that run the length of the bus and the arrêt demandé (stop requested) light directly above the driver will light up. Use the rear door to exit (some require you to push a silver
					button to open the door). You can use your métro ticket on buses; if you have individual tickets (as opposed to weekly or monthly tickets), be prepared to punch your ticket in the gray machines on board the bus. The best bet is to buy a carnet of 10 tickets for €12 at any métro station, or you can buy a single ticket on board for €1.80 (though the drivers may gripe about selling you one, so have exact change ready).

				Car Travel

				Driving is not recommended within Paris. Parisian drivers are aggressive behind the wheel and it’s often very difficult to park. Should you be driving into the city from elsewhere in Ile de France, the major ring road encircling the city is called the périférique, with the périférique intérieur going counterclockwise around the city, and the périférique extérieur, or the outside
					ring, going clockwise. Five lanes wide, the périférique is a highway from which portes (gates) connect Paris to the major highways of France. The highway names function on the same principle as the métro, with the final destination used as the route “name.”

				Métro Travel

				The métro is by far the quickest and most efficient way to get around and cost €1.80 each; a carnet (10 tickets for €12 is a better value). Trains run from 5:30 am until 1 am and 2 am on Friday and Saturday (and be forewarned—this means the famous “last métro” can pass your station anytime after 12:30 am on weekdays). Stations are signaled either by a large yellow M within a circle or by their distinctive curly green Art Nouveau railings
					and archway entrances bearing the subway’s full title (Métropolitain).

				It’s essential to know the name of the last station on the line you take, as this name appears on all signs. You can make as many connections as you wish on one ticket. Very Important: Keep your ticket during your journey as you will need it to pass through the turnstiles and exit from the RER system at the end of your trip (also retain your tickets to avoid being fined, as inspectors appear regularly). In general, the métro is safe, although try to avoid the
					larger, mazelike stations at Châtelet-Les Halles and République if you’re alone late at night. Parisian pickpockets are famously discreet, so be aware of your surroundings, most especially as you go through the subway turnstiles, as they like to rush you through and, in the confusion, manage to steal things from confused travelers.

				Taxi Travel

				On weekend nights after 11 pm, and during the morning rush, it’s nearly impossible to find a taxi—you’re best off asking hotel or restaurant staff to call you one, but, be forewarned: you’ll have to pay for them to come get you and, depending on where they are, the fare can quickly add up. If you want to hail a cab on your own, look for the taxis with their signs lighted up (their signs will be glowing green (white for older taxis) as opposed to the taxis that are
					already taken whose signs will red (dull orange for older taxis). There are taxi stands on almost every major street corner but again, expect a wait if it’s a busy weekend night. Taxi stands are marked by a square dark blue sign with a white T in the middle.

				There’s a basic hire charge of €2.20 for all rides, and a minimum voyage charge of €5.60. Expect a €1 supplement per bag after the second piece, a €0.70 supplement if you’re picked up at an SNCF (the French rail system) station, and a €2.95 supplement for a fourth person. Taxi G7 (01–47–39–47–39) is one of the most reliable taxi companies in Paris.

				Train Travel

				Paris has six international train stations run by the SNCF: (3635; 00338–92–35–35–35 [€0.34 per min] outside of France | www.sncf.fr). Gare du Nord,Gare St-Lazare, Gare de l’Est, Gare de Lyon, Gare Montparnasse, and Gare d’Austerlitz. Trains heading outside of Ile-de-France are usually referred to as Grandes Lignes and
					include the high-speed TGV (or Trains à Grande Vitesse) while regional train service is referred to as trains de banlieue, or Le Transilien.
				

				RER (3246 [€0.34 per min] | www.ratp.com) trains travel between Paris and the suburbs and are operated by the RATP. When they go through Paris, they act as a sort of baby métro—they connect with the métro network at several points—and can be great time-savers. Access to RER platforms is through the same type of automatic ticket barrier (if you’ve
					started your journey on the métro, you can use the same ticket), but you’ll need to have the same ticket handy to put through another barrier when you leave the system.

				Hours

				Paris is by no means a 24/7 city, so planning your days beforehand can save you aggravation. Museums are closed one day a week, usually Tuesday, and most stay open late at least one night each week, which is also the least crowded time to visit. Store hours are generally 10 am to 7:30 pm, though smaller shops may not open until 11 am, only to close for several hours during the afternoon. Retailers now have the option of doing business on Sunday, although your best
					bets are department stores, the shops along the Champs-Élysées, the Carrousel du Louvre, and around the Marais, where most boutiques open at 2 pm.

				Restaurants

				Restaurants follow French mealtimes, serving lunch from noon to 2:30 pm and dinner from 7:30 or 8 pm. Some cafés serve food all day long. Always reserve a table for dinner, as top restaurants book up months in advance. When it comes to the check, you must ask for it (it’s considered rude to bring it unbidden). In cafés you’ll get a register receipt with your order. Servis (gratuity) is always included in the bill, but it’s good form to
					leave something extra if you’re satisfied with the service: a few cents for drinks, €1 for lunch, €3 at dinner, leave 5% of the bill only in higher-end restaurants.

				Brasseries often have nonstop service; some are open 24 hours. Assume a restaurant is open every day, unless otherwise indicated. Surprisingly, many prestigious restaurants close on weekends and sometimes Monday. July and August are the most common months for annual closings, although Paris in August is no longer the wasteland it once was.
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				Visitor Information

				Paris is without question best explored on foot and, thanks to Baron Haussmann’s mid-19th-century redesign, the City of Light is a compact wonder of wide boulevards, gracious parks, and leafy squares. Happily and conveniently, there are a half dozen branches of the Paris tourist office located at key points in the capital:

				
					Espace du Tourisme d’Ile-de-France (Carrousel du Louvre,
					99 rue de Rivoli | 75001 | www.pidf.com | Station: Palais-Royal, Musée du Louvre).Office du Tourisme de la Ville de Paris Pyramides (25 rue des Pyramides | 75001 | Station: Pyramides). Office
						du Tourisme de la Ville de Paris Gare du Lyon (Arrivals,
					20 bd. Diderot | 75012 | Station: Gare du Lyon). Office du Tourisme de la Ville de Paris Gare du Nord (18 rue de Dunkerque | 75010 | Station: Gare du Nord). Office du Tourisme de la Ville de Paris Opéra–Grands Magasins (11
						rue Scribe | 75009 | Station: Opéra). Office du Tourisme de la Ville de Paris Tour Eiffel (Between east and north legs of Eiffel Tower | 75007 | Station: Champs de Mars, Tour Eiffel).

				Tour Options

				For full information about escorted city bus tours, see our box on “Touring Paris by Bus” later in this chapter.

				What to Wear

				When it comes to clothing, the standard French look is dressier than the American equivalent. Athletic clothes are reserved for sports. Sneakers are not usually worn by adults but if you pack yours, keep them for daytime only. Neat jeans are acceptable everywhere except at higher-end restaurants; check to see whether there’s a dress code.
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					From Notre-Dame to the Place de la Concorde

				In the center of Paris, nestled in the River Seine are the two celebrated islands, the Ile de la Cité and the Ile St-Louis. Of the two, it’s the Ile de la Cité that forms the historic ground zero of Paris. It was here that the earliest inhabitants of Paris, the Gaulish tribe of the Parisii, settled in about 250 BC, calling their home Lutetia, meaning “settlement surrounded by water.” Today it’s famed for the great, brooding cathedral of Notre-Dame, the haunted
					Conciergerie, and the dazzling Sainte-Chapelle. If Notre-Dame represents Church, another major attraction of this walk—the Louvre—symbolizes State. A succession of French rulers was responsible for filling this immense structure with the world’s greatest paintings and works of art. It’s the largest museum in the world, as well as one of the easiest to get lost in. Beyond the Louvre lie the graceful Tuileries Gardens, the grand Place de la Concorde—the very hub of the city—and
					the Belle Époque splendor of the Grand Palais and the Pont Alexandre III. All in all, this area comprises some of the most historic and beautiful sights to see in Paris.
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				Top Attractions

				
					Grand Palais.
					
With its curved-glass roof and gorgeous restored Belle Époque ornamentation, you can’t miss the Grand Palais whether you’re approaching from the Seine or the Champs-Élysées. It forms a voluptuous duo with the Petit Palais across Avenue Winston-Churchill: both stone buildings, adorned with mosaics and sculpted friezes, were built for the 1900 World’s Fair, and, like the Tour Eiffel, were not supposed to be permanent. The art shows staged here are often the hottest ticket
					in town. Previous popular shows include “Marie Antoinette” and “Picasso and the Masters.” To skip the long lines, it pays to book an advance ticket online, which will cost you an extra euro. | Av. Winston-Churchill,
					Champs-Élysées | 75008 | 01–44–13–17–17 | www.grandpalais.fr, www.rmn.fr for reservations | €12 | Grand Palais: Wed. and Fri.–Mon. 10–10, Thurs. 10–8. Petit Palais: Tues.–Sun. 10–6 | Station: Champs-Élysées–Clemenceau.
				

				
					Jardin des Tuileries
					 (Tuileries Gardens).
					
 The Tuileries was once the place to see and be seen in Paris. This most French of French gardens, with verdant lawns, manicured rows of trees, and gravel paths, was designed by André Le Nôtre for Louis XIV. After the king moved his court to Versailles, in 1682, the gardens became a popular place for stylish Parisians to stroll. The name is derived from the factories once dotting this area that produced tuiles, or
					roof tiles, fired in kilns called tuileries. Monet and Renoir captured the Tuileries with paint and brush, and it’s no wonder the Impressionists loved it—the gray, austere light of Paris’s famously overcast days make the green trees appear even greener. Today, the Tuileries is one of the best places to take kids itching to run around. There’s a carousel (€2) and in summer, an amusement park. | Bordered by Quai des Tuileries,
						Pl. de la Concorde, Rue de Rivoli, and the Louvre,
					Louvre/Tuileries | 75001 | Station: Tuileries.

				
					Fodor’s Choice | 
					Musée du Louvre.
					
Leonardo da Vinci’s Mona Lisa, Veronese’s Marriage at Cana, Giorgione’s Concert Champêtre, Vermeer’s Lacemaker, Delacroix’s Liberty Guiding the People, Whistler’s Mother … you get the picture. This is not only the greatest museum of art in the world, it’s also France’s largest palace. After two decades of
					renovations, happily, the Louvre is a coherent, unified structure and search parties no longer need to be sent in to bring you out. Don’t try to see it all at once; try, instead, to make repeat visits. Begun by Philippe-Auguste in the 13th century as a fortress, it was not until the reign of pleasure-loving François I, 300 years later, that the Louvre of today gradually began to take shape. Through the years Henri IV (1589–1610), Louis XIII (1610–43), Louis XIV (1643–1715),
					Napoléon I (1804–14), and Napoléon III (1852–70) all contributed to its construction.

				The number one attraction is the “Most Famous Painting in the World”: Leonardo da Vinci’s enigmatic Mona Lisa (La Joconde, to the French), painted in 1503–06 and now the cynosure of all eyes in the museum’s Salle des États. The portrait of the wife of one Francesco del Giocondo, a 15th-century Florentine millionaire, Leonardo’s masterpiece is now believed to have been painted for her husband as a memorial
					after the lady’s death (while some historians maintain that her black garb is in honor of her baby who died in 1502). If so, however, this may be at odds with the famous smile, which critics point to as a prime example of Leonardo’s famous wit: the family name Giocondo is derived from the Latin word for “jocundity,” or humor. More great High Renaissance masterpieces line nearby walls, including Leonardo’s Virgin and St. Anne and Raphael’s La Belle Jardinière. The Salle des États also contains one of the largest pictures in the Louvre: the Feast at Cana, by Pablo Veronese (1528–88), a sumptuous painting reminiscent of the Venetian painter’s Christ in the House of Levi (which is in Venice). These paintings, filled with partygoers, prompted a formal summons from the pope, asking Veronese to explain in person why he had scandalously
					included the chaos of drunken revelers, dwarves, and animals in what was purportedly a holy scene.

				Some other highlights of the painting collection are Jan van Eyck’s magnificent The Madonna and Chancellor Rolin, painted in the early 15th century; The Lacemaker, by Jan Vermeer (1632–75); The Embarkation for Cythera, by Antoine Watteau (1684–1721); The Oath of the Horatii, by Jacques-Louis David (1748–1825); The Raft of the
						Medusa, by Théodore Géricault (1791–1824); and La Grande Odalisque, by Jean-Auguste-Dominique Ingres (1780–1867). But the Louvre is packed with other legendary collections, which are divided into eight curatorial departments: Near Eastern Antiquities; Egyptian Antiquities; Greek, Etruscan, and Roman Antiquities; Islamic Art; Sculptures; Decorative Arts; Paintings; and Prints and Drawings.

				As for famed sculpture, atop the marble Escalier Daru perches the Nike, or Winged Victory of Samothrace, which seems poised for flight over the stairs (remember Audrey Hepburn’s take in Funny Face?). Other hightlights include Michelangelo’s two Slaves, intended for the tomb of Pope Julius II. These can be admired in the Denon Wing, where a medieval and Renaissance sculpture section
					is housed partly in the former imperial stables. Perhaps the most photogenic is the legendary Venus de Milo, housed in Salle (Room) 12 of the Richelieu Wing, which once housed the Ministry of Finance . The lush salons here (around Salle 87) are just the ticket if you’re a fan of the Napoléon III style—the apotheosis of 19th-century, red-and-gilt opulence.

				To get into the Louvre, you may have to wait in two long lines: one outside the Pyramide entrance portal and another downstairs at the ticket booths. You can avoid the first by entering through the Carrousel du Louvre and buying a ticket at the machines. Your ticket (be sure to hold on to it) will get you into any and all of the wings as many times as you like during one day—and once you have your ticket you can skip the entry line. Once inside, you should stop by
					the information desk to pick up a free color-coded map and check which rooms are closed for the day. (Closures rotate through the week, so you can come back if something is temporarily unavailable.) Beyond this, you’ll have all you need—shops, a post office, and places to eat. Café Marly may have an enviable location facing into the Cour Napoléon, but its food is decidedly lackluster. For a more soigné lunch, keep your appetite in check until you get to the museum’s stylish
					Café Richelieu, or head outside the palace walls. There’s also a full calendar of lectures, films, concerts, and special exhibits; some are part of the excellent lunch-hour series called Les Midis du Louvre. Most are not included in the basic ticket price—pick up a three-month schedule at the information desk or check online for information. Remember that the Louvre is closed on Tuesday. | Palais du Louvre,
					Louvre/Tuileries | 75001 | 01–40–20–53–17 information | www.louvre.fr | €10., free 1st Sun. of month; €11 for Napoléon Hall exhibitions | Mon., Thurs., and weekends 9–6, Wed. and Fri. 9 am–10 pm | Station: Palais-Royal.

				
					Musée de l’Orangerie.
					
People line up for hours for a glimpse of Claude Monet’s huge, meditative Water Lilies (Nymphéas), displayed in galleries designed in 1914 by the master himself. The museum, once a winter greenhouse for the Tuileries’ citrus trees, was renovated in 2006. The small, excellent collection includes early-20th-century paintings by Renoir, Cézanne, Matisse, and Modigliani, among others. | Jardin des
						Tuileries at Pl. de la Concorde, | 75001
					Louvre/Tuileries | 01–44–77–80–07 | www.musee-orangerie.fr | €7.50, €13 for same-day entry to Musée d’Orsay | Wed.–Mon. 9–6 | Station: Concorde.
				

				
					Musée du Jeu de Paume.
					
This 19th-century building at the entrance to the Jardin des Tuileries, on the Rue de Rivoli side, was once used for jeu de paume (or “palm game,” a forerunner of tennis). It later served as a transfer point for art looted by the Germans in World War II. Today it’s been given another lease on life as an ultramodern, white-walled showcase for excellent temporary photography exhibits displaying icons such as Richard Avedon, Cindy Sherman, and
					Robert Frank, as well as up-and-comers. | 1 pl. de la Concorde,
					Louvre/Tuileries | 75008 | 01–47–03–12–50 | www.jeudepaume.org | €8.50 | Tues. noon–9, Wed.–Fri. noon–7, weekends 10–7 | Station: Concorde. 

				
					Fodor’s Choice | 
					Notre-Dame.
					
Looming above the large, pedestrian Place du Parvis is la cathédrale de Notre-Dame, the most enduring symbol of Paris. Begun in 1163, completed in 1345, badly damaged during the Revolution, and restored by Viollet-le-Duc in the 19th century, Notre-Dame may not be France’s oldest or largest cathedral, but in terms of beauty and architectural harmony, it has few peers—as you can see by studying the facade from the open square. The doorways seem like hands joined in
					prayer, and the sculpted kings form a noble procession, while the West rose window gleams, to wax poetic, like the eye of divinity. Above, the gallery breaks the lines of the stone vaults, and between the two high towers the flêche soars from the crossing of the transept. The cathedral was conceived by Bishop de Sully, who claimed he had seen the building in a vision. More pragmatically, Sully needed a cathedral in Paris so that he could compete with Abbot Suger’s phenomenal
					cathedral in St-Denis, just north of the city. An army of stonemasons, carpenters, and sculptors came to work and live on the site, which had already seen a Roman temple, an early Christian basilica, and a Romanesque church. The chancel and altar were consecrated in 1182, but the magnificent sculptures surrounding the main doors were not put into position until 1240.

				The facade divides neatly into three levels. At the first-floor level are the three main entrances, or portals: the Portal of the Virgin, on the left; the Portal of the Last Judgment, in the center; and the Portal of St. Anne, on the right. All three are surmounted by magnificent carvings—most of them 19th-century copies of the originals—of figures, foliage, and biblical scenes. Above these are the restored statues of the kings of Israel, the Galerie des Rois.
					Above the gallery is the great rose window and, above that, the Grande Galerie, at the base of the twin towers. The south tower houses the great bell of Notre-Dame, as tolled by Quasimodo, Victor Hugo’s fictional hunchback. The 387-step climb to the top of the towers is worth the effort for a close-up of the famous gargoyles—most added in the 19th century by Viollet-le-Duc—as they frame an expansive view of the city. If some find both towers a bit top heavy, that’s because
					they were designed to be topped by two needlelike spires, which were never built. The spectacular cathedral interior, with its vast proportions, soaring nave, and soft multicolor light dimly filtering through the stained-glass windows, inspires awe—visit early in the morning, when the cathedral is at its lightest and least crowded. There are free guided tours in English on Wednesday and Thursday at 2 and Saturday at 2:30. When it comes to views of Notre-Dame, no visit is
					complete without a riverside walk past the cathedral through Square Jean-XXIII. It offers a breathtaking sight of the east end of the cathedral, ringed by flying buttresses and surmounted by the spire. To put the cathedral in its proper medieval context, explore the super-charming Ancien Cloître Quarter, set just to the north of the cathedral. | Pl. du Parvis,
					Ile de la Cité | 01–42–34–56–10 | www.notredamedeparis.fr | Cathedral free, towers €8, crypt €4, treasury €2.50 | Cathedral daily 8–6:45. Towers Apr.–June and Sept., daily 10 am–6:30 pm; July and Aug., weekdays 10–6:30, weekends 10 am–11 pm; Oct.–Mar., daily 10–5:30. Note towers close early when
						overcrowded. Treasury weekdays 9:30 am–6 pm, Sat. 9:30–6:30, Sun. 1:30–6:30; Crypt Tues.–Sun. 10–6 | Station: Cité.

				
					Place de la Concorde.
					
This majestic square at the foot of the Champs-Élysées was laid out in the 1770s, but there was nothing in the way of peace or concord about its early years. Called Place de la Révolution, more than 2,500 victims, including Louis XVI and Marie-Antoinette, lost their heads to the guillotine here. Renamed Concorde in 1836, it got a new centerpiece: the 75-foot granite Obelisk of Luxor, a gift from Egypt quarried in the 8th century BC. Among the handsome 18th-century
					buildings facing the square is the Hôtel Crillon, originally built as a private home by Gabriel, architect of Versailles’s Petit Trianon. | Champs-Élysées | 75001 | Station: Concorde.

				
					Fodor’s Choice | 
					Sainte-Chapelle
					 (Holy Chapel).
					
 Not to be missed and one of the most magical sights in European medieval art, this Gothic chapel was built by Louis IX (1226–70; later canonized as St. Louis) in the 1240s to house what he believed to be Christ’s Crown of Thorns, purchased from Emperor Baldwin of Constantinople. A dark lower chapel is a gloomy prelude to the shimmering upper one. Here the famous beauty of Sainte-Chapelle comes alive: instead of walls, all you see are 6,458 square feet of stained glass,
					delicately supported by painted stonework that seems to disappear in the colorful light streaming through the windows. The lowest section of the windows was restored in the mid-1800s, but otherwise this chapel presents intact incredibly rare stained glass. Deep reds and blues dominate the background glass here, noticeably different from later, lighter medieval styles such as those in Notre-Dame’s rose windows. The Sainte-Chapelle is essentially an enormous magic lantern
					illuminating the 1,130 figures from the Bible, to create—as one writer poetically put it—”the most marvelous colored and moving air ever held within four walls.” Originally, the king’s holy relics were displayed in the raised apse and shown to the faithful on Good Friday. Today the magic of the chapel comes alive during the regular concerts held here; check the schedule at www.ampconcerts.com. | 4 bd. du Palais,
					Ile de la Cité | 75001 | 01–53–40–60–80 | sainte-chapelle.monuments-nationaux.fr | €8, joint ticket with Conciergerie €11 | Mar.–Oct., daily 9:30–6; Nov.–Feb., daily 9–5 | Station: Cité.

				Worth Noting

				
					Fodor’s Choice | 
					Ancien Cloître Quartier.
					
Hidden in the shadows of Notre-Dame, this adorable and often overlooked nook of Paris was thankfully spared when Baron Haussmann knocked down much of the Ile de la Cité in the 19th century. Enter the quarter—originally the area where seminary students boarded with the church canons—by heading north from the cathedral toward the Seine to reach Rue Chanoinesse, once the seminary’s cloister walk. Here, at No. 10, is the house that was once paradise to those fabled lovers
					of the Middle Ages, Héloïse and Abélard. (A plaque at the rear at 9-11 quai aux Fleurs commemorates the lovers.) Although the house was renovated in 1849, there are others dating back to the Middle Ages in this tiny warren of six streets, which still casts a spell, particularly at the intersection of Rue des Ursins and Rue des Chantres, where a lovely medieval palace, tiny flower garden, and quayside steps form a cul-de-sac where time seems to be holding its breath. | Rue du Cloître-Notre-Dame north to Quai des Fleurs,
					Ile de la Cité | Station: Cité.

				
					Conciergerie.
					
Much of Ile de la Cité’s medieval buildings fell victim to wunderkind planner Baron Haussmann’s ambitious rebuilding program of the 1860s. Among the rare survivors are the jewel-like Sainte-Chapelle, a vision of shimmering stained glass, and the Conciergerie, the former prison where Marie-Antoinette and other victims of the French Revolution spent their last days.

				Built by Philip IV in the 13th and 14th centuries, the Conciergerie was part of the original palace of the kings of France, before the royals moved into the Louvre around 1364; in 1391, it became a prison. During the French Revolution, Marie-Antoinette spent her final 76 days here before her date with the guillotine. There is a re-creation of the doomed queen’s sad little cell—and others that are far smaller—with wax figures awaiting their fate behind bars. You can
					read the names of all the executed, and read letters penned by some of Paris’s famous revolutionaries. The chapel’s stained glass is emblazoned with the initials M. A.; it was commissioned after the queen’s death by her daughter. Outside, in the courtyard, victims of the Terror spent their final days playing piquet, writing letters to loved ones, washing clothes, and waiting for the dreaded climb up the staircase to the Chamber of the Revolutionary Council to hear its final
					verdict. The building takes its name from the palace’s concierge, or high-level keeper of the palace. There are free guided tours in French most days at 11 and 3. | 2 bd. du Palais,
					Ile de la Cité | 75004 | 01–53–40–60–80 | www.conciergerie.monuments-nationaux.fr | €8, joint ticket with Sainte-Chapelle €11 or €12.50 during temporary exhibitions | Daily 9:30–6 | Station: Cité.

				
					La Défense.
					
First conceived in 1958, this modernist suburb across the Seine from Neuilly was inspired by Le Corbusier’s dream of high-rise buildings, pedestrian walkways, and sunken vehicle circulation. An experiment to keep high-rises out of the historic downtown, this Parisian business hub has survived economic uncertainty to become a surprising success, dotted with modern art, public sculptures, hundreds of corporate offices, and home to 20,000 residents. Crowning the main plaza
					is the iconic Grande Arche de La Défense, an enormous open cube of a building where tubular glass elevators whisk you 360 feet to the top. | Parvis de La Défense,
					La Défense | 92040 | 01–49–07–27–27 | www.grandearche.com | Grande Arche €10 | Apr.–Aug., daily 10–8; Sept.–Mar. daily 10–7 | Station: RER: Grande Arche de LaDéfense.

				
					Place Dauphine.
					
The Surrealists loved Place Dauphine, which they called “le sexe de Paris” because of its suggestive V shape. Its origins were much more proper: it was built by Henry IV, who named the square in homage to his successor, called the dauphin, who became Louis XIII when Henry was assassinated. Today, the square is one of the best places in Paris to dine en plein air. Snag a table at one of the restaurant terraces. | Ile de la Cité | 75001 | Station: Cité.

				
					From the Eiffel Tower to the Arc de Triomphe

				The Eiffel Tower (or Tour Eiffel, to use the French) lords over southwest Paris, and from nearly wherever you are on this walk you can see its jutting needle. For years many Parisians felt it was an iron eyesore and called it the Giant Asparagus, a vegetable that weighed 15 million pounds and grew 1,000 feet high. But gradually the tower became part of the Parisian landscape, entering the hearts and souls of Parisians and visitors alike. Thanks to its stunning
					nighttime illumination, topped by four 6,000-watt projectors creating a lighthouse beacon visible for 80 km (50 mi) around, it continues to make Paris live up to its moniker La Ville Lumière—the City of Light. Water is the second highlight here: fountains playing beneath Place du Trocadéro and boat tours along the Seine on a Bateau Mouche. Museums are the third; the area around Trocadéro is full of them. Style is the fourth, and not just because
					the buildings here are overwhelmingly elegant—but because this is also the center of haute couture, with the top names in fashion all congregated around Avenue Montaigne, only a brief walk from the Champs-Élysées, to the north.
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				Top Attractions

				
					Arc de Triomphe.
					
Set on Place Charles-de-Gaulle—known to Parisians as L’Étoile, or the Star (a reference to the streets that fan out from it)—the colossal, 164-foot Arc de Triomphe arch was planned by Napoléon but not finished until 1836, 20 years after the end of his rule. It’s decorated with some magnificent sculptures by François Rude, such as the Departure of the Volunteers, better known as La Marseillaise, to the right of the
					arch when viewed from the Champs-Élysées. A small museum halfway up the arch is devoted to its history. France’s Unknown Soldier is buried beneath the archway; the flame is rekindled every evening at 6:30. | Pl. Charles-de-Gaulle,
					Champs-Élysées | 75016 | 01–55–37–73–77 | www.arc-de-triomphe.monuments-nationaux.fr | €9, under 18 free | Apr.–Sept., daily 10 am–11 pm; Oct.–Mar., daily 10 am–10:30 pm | Station: Métro; RER: Étoile.

				
					Avenue des Champs-Élysées.
					
Marcel Proust lovingly described the genteel elegance of the storied Avenue des Champs-Élysées during its Belle Époque heyday, when its cobblestones resounded with the clatter of horses and carriages. Today, despite unrelenting traffic and the intrusion of chain stores and fast-food restaurants, the avenue still sparkles. There’s always something happening here: the stores are open late—and many are open on Sunday (a rarity in Paris), the nightclubs remain top
					destinations, and the cafés offer prime people-watching—though you’ll pay for the privilege: after all, this is Europe’s most expensive stretch of real estate. Along the 2-km (1¼-mi) stretch, you can find the marquee names in French luxury, including Cartier, the perfumier Guerlain, and Louis Vuitton. Old stalwarts are still going strong, if a bit faded, like the Lido cabaret and Fouquet’s, whose celebrity clientele extends from James Joyce to
					President Nicolas Sarkozy, who celebrated his election night victory at this restaurant in May 2007. The avenue is also the setting for the last leg of the Tour de France bicycle race (the third or fourth Sunday in July), and ceremonies on Bastille Day (July 14) and Armistice Day (November 11). The Champs-Élysées, which translates as “Elysian Fields” (the resting place of the blessed in Greek mythology), began life as a cow pasture. | Station: Champs-Élysées–Clemenceau, Franklin-D.-Roosevelt, George V, Étoile.
				

				
					

					Touring Paris by Bus 

					The largest bus-tour operator is Cityrama (4 pl. des Pyramides,
						1er | 75001 | 01–44–55–61–00 | 
							www.ecityrama.com) with 90-minute double-decker tours for €24. A close second in popularity is Paris Vision (214 rue de Rivoli,
						1er | 75001 | 01–42–60–30–01 | www.parisvision.com), a two-hour luxury coach tour for €24. Both have headsets for commentary in more than a dozen languages. For a more intimate—albeit expensive—tour of the city, Paris Vision also runs minibus excursions with a multilingual tour operator from €61 or a €38, 2.5-hour night tour
						with boat ride. Paris L’Open Tour (13 rue Auber,
						9e | 75009 | 01–44–55–61–00 | www.pariscityrama.com) gives tours in a double-decker bus with an open top; commentary is available in French and English on individual headphones. Get on or off at one of the 50 pickup points indicated by the lime-green sign posts; tickets may be purchased on board and cost €29 for one day,
						€32 for unlimited use for two days.Low-cost tours run by Foxity (9 pl. de la Madeleine,
						8e | 01–65–34–90–47 | wwwfoxity.com) depart from the Madeleine and offer a 90-minute tour for €13 euros on the top deck, or €9 for the lower deck. Headphones provide a guided visit in one of nine languages.

					
						Les Cars Rouges (01–53–95–39–53 | www.carsrouges.com) offer double-decker London-style buses with nine stops—a ticket for two consecutive days is available for €24.

					
						RATP (Paris Transit Authority) also offers economical, commentary-free excursions; the Montmartrobus (€1.80) departs from métro Anvers and zips through the winding cobbled streets of Montmartre to the top of the hill for those who don’t want to brave the walk.

					

				

				

				
					Bateaux Mouches.
					
If you want to view Paris in slow motion, hop on one of these famous motorboats, which set off on their hour-long tours of the city waters regularly (every half hour in summer) from Place de l’Alma. Their route heads east to the Ile St-Louis and then back west, past the Tour Eiffel, as far as the Allée des Cygnes and its miniature version of the Statue of Liberty. Note that some travelers prefer to take this Seine cruise on the smaller Vedettes du Pont Neuf, which
					depart from Square du Vert-Galant on the Ile de la Cité, as the Vedettes have a guide giving commentary in French and English, while the Bateaux Mouches have a loud recorded spiel in several languages. For the quietest journey, take the city-run Batobus, which has no commentary and allows you to get on and off at its various quayside stops. | Pl. de l’Alma,
					Trocadéro/Tour Eiffel | 75008 | 01–42–25–96–10 | www.bateaux-mouches.fr | €11 | Station: Alma-Marceau.

				
					Musée Guimet.
					
The excellent Guimet National Museum of Asian Arts traces its roots to the 19th-century Lyonnais industrialist Émile Guimet. The world-class collection, enriched by the state’s vast holdings, is laid out geographically in airy, light-filled rooms, thanks to a top-end renovation a decade ago. The museum is home to the largest collection of Khmer sculpture outside of Cambodia, a comprehensive China collection, and treasures from across the Far East. Peek into the old
					library rotunda, where Mata Hari danced for the city’s notables one evening in 1905. Pick up a free English-language audio guide and brochure at the entrance. If you have time, check out the Guimet’s impressive Buddhist Pantheon down the street at 19 av. d’Iéna (admission is free). | 6 pl. d’Iéna,
					Trocadéro/Tour Eiffel | 75016 | 01–56–52–53–00 | www.museeguimet.fr | €7.50; €9.50 with temporary exhibition | Wed.–Mon. 10–6 | Station: Iéna or Boissiére.
				

				
					Musée Marmottan Monet.
					
A few years ago the underrated Marmottan tacked “Monet” onto its official name—and justly so, as this is the largest collection of the artist’s works anywhere. Monet’s works, donated by his son Michel, occupy a specially built basement gallery in this elegant 19th-century mansion, once the hunting lodge of the Duke de Valmy, where you can find such captivating works as the Cathédrale de Rouen series (1892–96) and Impression: Soleil Levant (Impression: Sunrise, 1872), the work that helped give the Impressionist movement its name Other exhibits include letters exchanged by Impressionist painters Berthe Morisot and Mary Cassatt. Upstairs, the mansion still feels like a graciously decorated private home—a rare peek through the keyhole into the lifestyles of the rich and famous, 19th-century style. | 2 rue Louis-Boilly,
					Passy-Auteuil | 75016 | 01–44–96–50–33 | www.marmottan.com | €9 | Tues. 11–9, Wed.–Sun. 11–6 | Station: La Muette.

				
					Tour Eiffel
					 (Eiffel Tower). 
					
La Tour Eiffel (pronounced ef-ehl), Paris’s most famous landmark was built by Gustave Eiffel for the World Exhibition of 1889, the centennial of the French Revolution, and was still in good shape to celebrate its own 100th birthday. Such was Eiffel’s engineering wizardry that even in the strongest winds his tower never sways more than 4½ inches. Since its colossal bulk exudes a feeling of mighty permanence, you may have trouble believing that
					it nearly became 7,000 tons of scrap iron when its concession expired in 1909. At first many Parisians hated the structure, and only its potential use as a radio antenna saved the day (it still bristles with a forest of radio and television transmitters). Now the largest Tinkertoy in the world is the beloved symbol of Paris. If you’re full of energy, stride up the stairs as far as the third deck. If you want to go to the top, you’ll have to take the elevator. Today, the Tour
					is most breathtaking at night, when every girder is highlighted in a sparkling display originally conceived to celebrate the turn of the millennium. The glittering light show was so popular that the 20,000 lights were reinstalled for permanent use in 2003; the Tour does its electric shimmy for 10 minutes every hour on the hour, from 8 pm until 1 am in winter and 9 pm until 2 am in summer (why not take a seat on the grass of the Champs de Mars from 9 to 10 pm and see the
					lights dance twice?). If you really want to make an occasion of your visit, plan on reserving a table at Jules Verne, the tower’s luxury restaurant, set on the second level. Beat the crushing lines by reserving your tickets online at no extra charge. Go to www.tour-eiffel.fr for details. | Quai Branly,
					Trocadéro/Tour Eiffel | 75007 | 01–44–11–23–23 | www.tour-eiffel.fr | By elevator: 1st and 2nd levels €8.10, top €13.10. By stairs: 1st and 2nd levels only, €4.50 | June–late Aug., daily 9 am–12:45 am (11:30 pm for summit); late Aug.–June, daily 9 am–11 pm. Stairs close at dusk in winter | Station: Bir-Hakeim, Trocadéro, Ecole Militaire; RER: Champ de Mars. | Quai
				

				Worth Noting

				
					Fondation Pierre Bergé–Yves Saint Laurent.
					
With his business partner, Pierre Bergé, the iconic late fashion designer Yves Saint Laurent reopened his former atelier in 2004 as a gallery and archive of his work. Unfortunately, YSL’s private collection of dresses can be viewed only on private group tours booked in advance. What you can see here are temporary exhibits that change every few months, most with themes related to the fashion house, such as retrospectives on fashionista doyenne Nan Kempner, and another on
					YSL photographer David Seidner. | 3 rue Léonce Reynaud,
					Trocadéro/Tour Eiffel | 75016 | 01–44–31–64–31 | www.fondation-pb-ysl.net | €5, more for temporary exhibitions | Tues.–Sun. 11–6 | Station: Alma-Marceau.

				
					Maison de Baccarat.
					
Designer Philippe Starck brought an irreverent Alice in Wonderland approach to the HQ and museum of the venerable Baccarat crystal firm. Relocated to the 16e arrondissement in 2003, Starck played on the building’s surrealist legacy: Cocteau, Dalí, Buñuel, and Man Ray were all frequent guests of the mansion’s onetime owner, Countess Marie-Laure de Noailles. At the entrance, talking heads are projected onto giant crystal urns, and a lighted
					chandelier is submerged in an aquarium. Upstairs, the museum, which is a generous term for the splendid but rather small collection, features masterworks created by Baccarat since 1764, including soaring candlesticks made for Czar Nicholas II and the perfume flacon Dalí designed for Schiaparelli. | 11 pl. des États-Unis,
					Trocadéro/Tour Eiffel | 75016 | 01–40–22–11–00 | www.baccarat.fr | €5 | Mon. and Wed.–Sat. 10–6:30 | Station: Iéna.

				
					Musée d’Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris
					 (Paris Museum of Modern Art).
					
 Although the city’s modern-art museum hasn’t generated a buzz comparable to that of the Centre Georges Pompidou, it can be a more pleasant experience because, like many smaller museums, there are often no crowds. The building reopened after a long renovation in February 2006, and its vast, white-walled galleries make an ideal backdrop for the museum’s temporary exhibitions of 20th-century art. The permanent collection on the lower floor takes over where the Musée
					d’Orsay leaves off, chronologically speaking: among the earliest works are Fauvist paintings by Maurice Vlaminck and André Derain, followed by Pablo Picasso’s early experiments in Cubism. Other highlights include works by Robert and Sonia Delaunay, Chagall, Matisse, Rothko, and Modigliani. | 11 av. du Président-Wilson,
					Trocadéro/Tour Eiffel | 75016 | 01–53–67–40–00 | www.mam.paris.fr | Permanent collection free, temporary exhibitions €5–€12, depending on exhibition | Tues.–Sun. 10–6, Thurs. until 10 for temporary exhibits | Station: Alma Marceau or Iéna.
				

				
					Musée du Quai Branly.
					
Paris’s newest museum was built by top architect Jean Nouvel to house the state-owned collection of “non-Western” art, culled from several other museums. Despite the interminable queues after the opening in 2006, the museum drew criticism for a seemingly incoherent assemblage of artifacts, from antiquity to the modern age. Critics questioned the connection between funeral masks from Melanesia, Siberian shaman drums, Indonesian textiles, and African statuary. A corkscrew
					ramp leads from the lobby to a cavernous exhibition space, color-coded to designate sections from Asia, Africa, Oceania, and the Americas. The lighting is dim, sometimes too dim to read the information panels (which makes the €5 audio guide a good idea). A “living wall” of some 150 species of exotic plants grows on the exterior—an impressive sight after dark when scores of cylindrical colored lights are illuminated. If you’re hungry, try pricey Les Ombres, with a commanding
					5th-floor view of the Eiffel Tower, or the more down-to-earth Le Café Branly on the ground floor. | 37 quai Branly,
					Trocadéro/Tour Eiffel | 75007 | 01–56–61–70–00 | www.quaibranly.fr | €8.50 | Tues., Wed., and Sun. 11–7, Thurs.–Sat. 11–9 | Station: Iéna, Alma-Marceau.
				

				
					Palais de Chaillot.
					
This honey-color Art Deco cultural center on Place du Trocadéro was built in the 1930s to replace a Moorish-style building constructed for the World’s Fair of 1878. The plaza-terrace is a top draw for camera-toting visitors intent on snapping the perfect shot of the Eiffel Tower. In the building to the left is the Cité de l’Architecture et du Patrimoine—an excellent architecture museum—and the Theâtre National de Chaillot,
					which occasionally stages plays in English. The twin building to the right contains the Musée de la Marine, an excellent small museum with a nautical theme; and the Musée de l’Homme, which is closed for renovation and set to reopen, as the Musée de l’Humanité, in 2012 or beyond. Also here is the cozy Café de l’Homme, which has a fantastic view of the tower, but a pricey menu that is not nearly as stellar. The garden
					leading to the Seine has sculptures and dramatic fountains and is a dramatic staging ground for fireworks on July 14, Bastille Day. | Pl. du Trocadéro,
					Trocadéro/Tour Eiffel | 75016 | Station: Trocadéro.

				
					Palais de Tokyo.
					
This Art Nouveau twin of the Musée d’Art Moderne reopened in 2002 after many derelict years as a trendy, stripped-down exhibition space for contemporary arts with unorthodox, ambitious programming. There is no permanent collection; instead, dynamic temporary exhibits spread over a large, open area reminiscent of a construction site, with a trailer for a ticket booth. Instead of traditional museum guards, young art students—most of whom speak at least some English—are on
					hand to help explain the installations. There’s also an offbeat gift shop, a bookstore, and the hippest museum restaurant in town, Tokyo Eat. | 13 av. du Président-Wilson,
					Trocadéro/Tour Eiffel | 75016 | 01–47–23–54–01 | www.palaisdetokyo.com | €6 | Tues.–Sun. noon–midnight | Station: Iéna.
				

				
					The Faubourg St-Honoré and Les Halles

				The impossibly posh Faubourg St-Honoré has been a fashionista destination for three centuries, as popular now as it was when royal mistresses shopped here. Just about every chic boutique has a branch here, and this is where you can find some of the city’s best hotels. Once the stomping ground of kings and queens, today it’s home to the French president and the American and British ambassadors. Stroll the historic passageways and arcaded streets to experience all
					that is elegant about Paris. Top-end boutiques, dressmakers, and perfume shops combined to make this faubourg (district) a symbol of luxury throughout the world. The centerpiece of the western end is ritzy Place Vendome, where you’ll find, yes, the Hotel Ritz. Ambitious women play a role in the history here, with Rue de Castiglione named after a former denizen, Countess de Castiglione, sent to (successfully) plead the cause of Italian unity with Napoléon III. Coco Chanel
					founded her fashion house on Rue Cambon.

				As you walk east, don’t miss gems such as Galerie Vivienne, the exquisitely restored 19th-century shopping arcade. Nearby is the Place Colette, named after the writer Colette and home to the stately theater, the Comédie Française, still going strong after 400 years. Hidden just off the place is the Palais-Royal, a romantic garden ringed by arcades with boutiques selling everything from antique war medals to the
					latest frock by Stella McCartney. To the east, Les Halles has risen from its roots as the city’s vermin-infested wholesale food market (closed in 1969) to become one of the city’s hottest neighborhoods with expensive apartments and shops, cafés, and bars centered around Rue Montorgueil, one of the city’s oldest market streets. At the far end is Paris’s most famous contemporary art museum, the Centre Georges Pompidou.
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				Top Attractions

				
					Centre Georges Pompidou.
					
Love it or hate it, the Pompidou is certainly the city’s most unique-looking building. Most Parisians have warmed to the industrial, Lego-like exterior that caused a scandal when it opened in 1977. Named after French president Georges Pompidou (1911–74), it was designed by then-unknowns Renzo Piano and Richard Rogers. The architects’ claim to fame was putting the building’s guts on the outside and color-coding them: water pipes are green, air ducts are blue, electrics
					are yellow, and things like elevators and escalators are red. Art from the 20th century to the present day is what you can find inside. The Musée National d’Art Moderne (Modern Art Museum, entrance on Level 4) occupies the top two levels. Level 5 is devoted to modern art, 1905–60 including major works by Matisse, Modigliani, Marcel Duchamp, and Picasso; Level 4 is dedicated to contemporary art from the ‘60s on, including
					video installations. Outside, next to the museum’s sloping plaza—where throngs of teenagers hang out (and there’s free Wi-Fi)—is the Atelier Brancusi (Brancusi Studio). This small, airy museum contains four rooms reconstituting Brancusi’s Montparnasse studios with works from all periods of his career. On the opposite side, in the Place Igor-Stravinsky, is the Stravinsky Fountain, which has 16
					gyrating mechanical figures in primary colors. | Pl. Georges-Pompidou,
					Beaubourg/Les Halles | 75004 | 01–44–78–12–33 | www.centrepompidou.fr | €10; €12 during temporary exhibitions | Wed.–Mon. 11–9, Thurs. 11–11 during temporary exhibitions; Atelier Brancusi Wed.–Mon. 2–6| Station: Rambuteau.

				
					Quick Bites: There are many cafés around the Centre Pompidou, but Dame Tartine (2 rue Brisemiche | 01–42–77–32–22 | Station: Rambuteau) overlooking the Stravinsky fountain, with its colorful sculptures, is a good choice. You won’t go wrong with a homemade quiche, salad, or a classic cassoulet.

				
					Galerie Vivienne.
					
The grand dame of Paris’s 19th-century passages
					couverts, or covered arcades, a walk through this beautifully restored galerie, with its tiled floor, will send you back to a time of gaslights and horse-drawn carriages. Parisians came to passages like this one to escape the muddy streets, and browse the boutiques under the glass-and-iron roofs—the world’s first shopping malls. Today, the Galerie Vivienne still attracts top-flight shops such as Jean-Paul Gaultier (6 rue Vivienne), as well as some
					more affordable ones. If you need a break, A Priori Thé has been comforting travelers for more than 20 years with its teas and sweets. Or pull up a stool at the wine bar at Legrand Filles et Fils, a family-run épicerie (grocery) and wine shop. | Main entrance at 4 rue des Petits-Champs,
					Louvre/Tuileries | 75002 | Station: Palais-Royal/Bourse.
				

				
					Les Arts Décoratifs.
					

					 (Decorative Arts Center).
					
 Sharing a wing of the Musée du Louvre, but with a separate entrance and admission charge, the Musée des Arts Décoratifs is home to a stellar collection of decorative arts. Spread across nine floors, the vast holdings include altarpieces from the Middle Ages and furnishings from the Italian Renaissance to the present day. Renovated in 2006, the museum has period rooms reflecting the ages. The arts center comprises two other museums—more aptly
					called departments—which play host to temporary exhibitions: the Musée de la Mode et du Textiles (Museum of Fashion and Textiles) and the Musée de la Publicité, dedicated to advertising and publicity. There is also a quiet restaurant, Le Saut du Loup, with an outdoor terrace that serves lunch even on Monday when the museum is closed. | 107 rue de Rivoli,
					Louvre/Tuileries | 75001 | 01–44–55–57–50 | www.lesartsdecoratifs.fr | €9; €13 with temporary exhibition; €11.50 joint ticket with Musée Nissim de Camondo | Tues., Wed., and Fri. 11–6, Thurs. 11–9, weekends 10–6 | Station: Palais-Royal.

				
					Quick Bites: Once patronized by Proust and Gertrude Stein (who loved the chocolate cake here) Angélina (226 rue de Rivoli,
					Louvre/Tuileries | 75001 | 01–42–60–82–00), founded in 1903, is an elegant salon de thé (tearoom), famous for its chocolat africain, a jug of incredibly thick hot chocolate served with whipped cream (irresistible even in summer). Although it’s still among the city’s best chocolate hits, finicky Proust would probably sniff at the slightly
					shopworn air of the place today and reserve his affections for the ever-elegant teas served at historic Ladurée
					, a short walk to the east at 16 rue Royale.

				
					Fodor’s Choice | 
					Palais-Royal
					.
					
 This most romantic and quiet of Paris gardens, enclosed within the former home of Cardinal Richelieu (1585–1642), is an ideal spot to while away an afternoon. Do like the locals and cuddle with your sweetheart on a bench under the trees, soak up the sunshine beside the fountain, or browse the 400-year-old arcades, now home to chic boutiques and quirky shops. One of the city’s oldest restaurants is here, the haute-cuisine jewel box Le Grand Véfour, where brass plaques
					recall regulars like Napoléon and Victor Hugo. Built in 1629, the palais became royal when Richelieu bequeathed it to Louis XIII. Other famous residents include Jean Cocteau and Colette, who wrote of her pleasurable “country” view of the province à Paris. Today, the garden often plays host to giant-size temporary art installations sponsored by another tenant, the Ministry of Culture. The courtyard off Place Colette is
					outfitted with a strange collection of black-and-white columns created in 1986 by the artist Daniel Buren. | Pl. du Palais-Royal,
					Louvre/Tuileries | 75001 | Station: Palais-Royal.
				

				
					Place Vendôme.
					
Property laws have kept this refined square spare and pure. The architect Jules-Hardouin Mansart designed the perfectly proportioned plaza in 1702 as an octagon. To maintain a uniform appearance, Mansart built only the façades of the hôtels particuliers (mansions), and the lots behind were then sold to buyers who customized their palaces. In the square’s center, a 144-foot column erected by Napoléon was toppled in 1871 by painter Gustave
					Courbet and his band of Revolutionaries. The Third Republic stuck the pieces back together again and sent him the bill, though he died without paying. Chopin lived and died at No. 12, which is also where Napoléon III enjoyed trysts with his mistress; since 1902 it has been home to Chaumet, one of several high-end jewelers in the area. At No. 15, the Hotel Ritz remains a top destination where celebs can often be found quaffing some of the city’s best—and priciest—cocktails in
					the tiny Hemingway Bar. | Station: Opéra.
				

				Worth Noting

				
					Comédie Française.
					
Mannered productions of Molière, Racine, and Corneille appear regularly on the bill here, but only in French. Founded in 1680 by Louis XIV, the theater finally opened its doors to the public in 1799. It nearly burned to the ground a hundred years later; what you’re looking at dates from 1900. The comedienne Sarah Bernhardt began her career here. | 1 pl. Colette,
					Louvre/Tuileries | 75001 | 08–25–10–16–80 | www.comedie-francaise.fr | Station: Palais-Royal.
				

				
					Église de La Madeleine
					.
					
 With its rows of uncompromising columns, this enormous neoclassical edifice in the center of the Place de la Madeleine was consecrated as a church in 1842, nearly 78 years after construction began. Initially planned as a Baroque building, it was later razed and begun anew by an architect who had the Roman Pantheon in mind. Interrupted by the Revolution, the site was razed yet again when Napoléon decided to make it into a Greek temple dedicated to the glory of his army.
					Those plans changed when the army was defeated and the emperor deposed. Other ideas for the building included making it into a train station, a market, and a library. Finally, Louis XVIII decided to make it a church, which it still is today. There are also concerts here. | Pl. de la Madeleine,
					Faubourg | 75008 | www.eglise-lamadeleine.com | Daily 9–7 | Station: Madeleine.
				

				
					The Grands Boulevards

				In Belle Époque Paris, the Grand Boulevards were the place to see and be seen: in the cafés, at the opera, or in the ornate passages, the glass-covered arcades that were the world’s first shopping malls. If you close your eyes, you can almost imagine the Grands Boulevards immortalized on canvas by the Impressionists: well-dressed Parisians strolling wide avenues dotted with shops, cafés, and horse-drawn carriages—all set against a backdrop of stately Haussmannian
					buildings. Today, despite the chain stores, sidewalk vendors, and fast-food joints, the Grands Boulevards remain the city’s shopping epicenter, home to the most popular grands magasins (department stores), Galeries Lafayette and Au Printemps, near Place de l’Opéra at the heart of the long chain of avenues, which change names six times.

				Commerce aside, the Grands Boulevards are a cultural destination anchored by the Opéra Garnier, the magnificent opera house commissioned by Napoléon III. The neighborhood is also home to some of the city’s best small museums, all former private collections housed in 19th-century maisons particuliers (mansions) that alone are worth the trip. The exquisite Musée Jacquemart-André plays
					host to an impressive collection of Italian Renaissance art, while the jewel box Musée Nissim de Camondo remembers one family’s tragic end.
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				Top Attractions

				
					Cimetière du Père-Lachaise
					 (Père-Lachaise Cemetery).
					
 As far as cemeteries go, this one is a powerhouse—a veritable necropolis with 118 acres of sedate cobbled avenues and tombs competing in pomposity and originality. Rocker Jim Morrison of the Doors still draws pilgrims three decades after his death, as does the tomb of scribe Oscar Wilde, covered in lipstick kisses. If puckering up isn’t your thing, bring a red rose for the “little sparrow” Edith Piaf. The famed medieval lovers Héloïse and Abélard are here, along with
					composer Chopin; artists Ingres and Georges Seurat; playwright Molière; writers Balzac, Proust, Colette, and Gertrude Stein, sharing a grave with lover Alice B. Toklas. Named for Pére François de la Chaise, Louis XIV’s confessor, Père-Lachaise has some political history attached to it—it was the site of the Paris Commune’s final battle on May 28, 1871, when 147 rebels were lined up and shot against the Mur des Fédérés (Federalists’ Wall) in the southeast corner. Buy a map on
					the street before you enter; you’ll still get lost but it’s well worth it. | Entrances on Rue des Rondeaux, Bd. de Ménilmontant, Rue de la Réunion,
					Père Lachaise | 75020 | 01–55–25–82–10 | www.pere-lachaise.com | Easter–Sept., daily 8–6; Oct.–Easter, daily 8–dusk | Station: Gambetta, Philippe-Auguste, Père-Lachaise.

				
					

					Hemingway’s Paris

					There is a saying: “Everyone has two countries, his or her own—and France.” For the Lost Generation after World War I, these words rang particularly true. Lured by favorable exchange rates, free-flowing alcohol, and a booming artistic scene, many American writers, composers, and painters moved to Paris in the 1920s and 1930s, Ernest Hemingway among them. He arrived in Paris with his first wife, Hadley, in December 1921 and made for the Rive Gauche—the Hôtel
						Jacob et d’Angleterre, to be exact (still operating at 44 rue Jacob). To celebrate their arrival the couple went to the Café de la Paix for a meal they nearly couldn’t afford.

					Hemingway worked as a journalist and quickly made friends with other expat writers such as Gertrude Stein and Ezra Pound. In 1922 the Hemingways moved to 74 rue du Cardinal Lemoine, a bare-bones apartment with no running water (his writing studio was around the corner, on the top floor of 39 rue Descartes). Then in early 1924 the couple and their baby son settled at 113 rue Notre-Dame des Champs. Much of The Sun Also Rises,
						Hemingway’s first serious novel, was written at nearby café La Closerie des Lilas. These were the years in which he forged his writing style, paring his sentences down to the pith. As he noted in A Moveable Feast, “hunger was good discipline.” There were some particularly hungry months when Hemingway gave up journalism and tried to publish short stories, and the family was “very poor and very happy.”

					They weren’t happy for long. In 1926, just when The Sun Also Rises made him famous, Hemingway left Hadley and the next year wedded his mistress, Pauline Pfeiffer, across town at St Honoré-d’Eylau, then moved to 6 rue Férou, near the Musée du Luxembourg, whose collection of Cézanne landscapes (now in the Musée d’Orsay) he revered.

					For gossip and books, and to pick up his mail, Papa would visit Shakespeare & Co., then at 12 rue de l’Odéon, owned by Sylvia Beach, who became a trusted friend. For cash and cocktails Hemingway usually headed to the upscale Rive Droite. He collected the former at the Guaranty Trust Company, at 1 rue des Italiens. He found the latter, when he was flush, at the bar of the Hôtel Crillon, or, when poor, at the Caves Mura, at 19 rue d’Antin, or Harry’s Bar,
						still in brisk business at 5 rue Daunou. Hemingway’s legendary association with the Hotel Ritz was sealed during the Liberation in 1944, when he strode in at the head of his platoon and “liberated” the joint by ordering martinis all around. Here Hemingway asked Mary Welsh to become his fourth wife, and here also, the story goes, a trunk full of notes on his first years in Paris turned up in the 1950s, giving him the raw material to write A Moveable
							Feast.
					

					

				

				

				
					Galeries Lafayette.
					
The stunning Byzantine glass coupole, or dome, is not to be missed—just wander to the center of the perfume and cosmetics department on the main floor and look up. Or have lunch at the new rooftop café in the main store (open in spring and summer). On your way down, the top floor of the main store is a good place to pick up interesting Paris souvenirs. Next door, the excellent Lafayette Gourmet food hall has one of the city’s best selections
					of delicacies. | 40 bd. Haussmann,
					Opéra/Grands Boulevards | 75009 | 01–42–82–34­­–56 | www.galerieslafayette.com | Mon.–Wed., Fri., and Sat. 9:30–8, Thurs. 9:30–9 | Station: Chaussée d’Antin, Opéra; RER: Auber.

				
					Musée Jacquemart-André.
					
Perhaps the city’s best small museum, the opulent Musée Jacquemart-André is home to a vast collection of art and furnishings lovingly assembled in the late 19th century by banking heir Edouard André and his artist wife, Nélie Jacquemart. Their midlife marriage in 1881 raised eyebrows—he was a dashing bachelor and a Protestant, and she, no great beauty, hailed from a modest Catholic family. Still, theirs was a happy union fused by a common passion for art. Their
					collection favored the Italian Renaissance, but they also amassed works by French painters Fragonard, Jacques-Louis David, and François Boucher, and Dutch masters Van Dyke and Rembrandt. Immortalized in the Oscar-winner Gigi, the Belle Époque mansion itself is a star attraction. You can tour the separate bedrooms—his in dusty pink, hers in pale yellow. The former dining room, now an elegant café with an outdoor terrace, has one of the mansion’s
					several stunning ceilings by Tiepolo. Don’t forget the free audio guide in English. | 158 bd. Haussmann,
					Parc Monceau | 75008 | 01–45–62–11–59 | www.musee-jacquemart-andre.com | €10 | Daily 10–6; Mon. until 9:30 during exhibitions | Station: St-Philippe-du-Roule or Miromesnil.
				

				
					Quick Bites: Just steps from the Drouot auction house, J’go (4 rue Drouot,
					Grands Boulevards | 01–40–22–09–09) , one of two Paris outposts of the Toulouse wine bar and restaurant, is a perfect spot for an evening apéritif or a light dinner. The cozy bar serves an impressive menu of grignotages (tapas) from France’s southwest, such as peppery foie gras. The name is a play on the French “J’y vais,” or “I go there.”

				
					Fodor’s Choice | 
					Musée Nissim de Camondo.
					
Perhaps the most opulent and best museum devoted to French 18th-century decorative arts, this mansion is about as glamorous as Paris gets. However, all of its splendor is steeped in tragedy, as it was created by the Camondo family whose haunting story is recorded within the walls of this superb museum. Patriarch Moïse de Camondo, born in Istanbul to a successful banking family, built this showpiece mansion in 1911 in the style of the Petit Trianon at Versailles, and
					stocked it with some of the most exquisite furniture, boiseries (wainscoting), and bibelots of the mid- to late 18th century. Despite his vast wealth and purported charm, his wife left him five years after their marriage. Then his son, Nissim, was killed in World War I. Upon Moïse’s death in 1935, the house and its contents were left to the state as a museum, and named for his lost son. A few years later, daughter Irène, her husband, and two
					children were murdered at Auschwitz. No heirs remained. Today, the house remains an impeccable tribute to Moïse’s life, from the gleaming salons to the state-of-the-art kitchen. There are background materials and an excellent free audio guide in English. | 63 rue de Monceau,
					Parc Monceau | 75008 | 01–53–89–06–50 | www.lesartsdecoratifs.fr | €7, €11.50 joint ticket with Musée des Arts Décoratifs | Wed.–Sun. 10–5:30 | Station: Villiers.
				

				
					Fodor’s Choice | 
					Opéra Garnier.
					
Haunt of the Phantom of the Opera and the real-life inspiration for Edgar Degas’s dancer paintings, the opulent Palais Garnier, also called the Opéra Garnier, is one of two homes of the National Opera of Paris. The building was begun in 1860 by then-unknown architect Charles Garnier, who finished his masterwork 15 long years later, way over budget. Festooned with (real) gold leaf, colored marble, paintings, and sculpture from the top artists of the day, the opera house
					was about as subtle as Versailles and sparked controversy in post-Revolutionary France. Treat yourself to a performance, or take a guided tour (€12; in English), which includes a stop in the famously lavish lobby and the auditorium (topped by a ceiling by Chagall). There is also a small ballet museum with a few works by Degas and the tutu worn by prima ballerina Anna Pavlova when she danced her epic “Dying Swan” in 1905. | Pl. de l’Opéra,
					Opéra/Grands Boulevards | 75009 | 08–92–89–90–90 | www.operadeparis.fr | €9; €12.50 for guided visit Wed. and weekends at 11:30 and 2:30; €9 for solo visit | Daily 10–4:30. | Station: Opéra
				

				
					Parc Monceau.
					
This exquisitely landscaped park began in 1778 as the Duc de Chartres’s private garden. Though some of the parkland was sold off under the Second Empire (creating the exclusive real estate that now borders the park), the refined atmosphere and some of the fanciful faux-ruins have survived. Immaculately dressed children play, watched by their nannies, while lovers picnic on the grassy lawns. In 1797 André Garnerin, the world’s first-recorded parachutist, staged a landing
					in the park. The rotunda—known as the Chartres Pavilion—is surely the city’s grandest public restroom; it started life as a tollhouse. | Entrances on Bd. de Courcelles, Av. Velasquez, Av. Ruysdaël, Av. van Dyck,
					Parc Monceau | 75008 | Station: Monceau.
				

				
					Passage Jouffroy.
					
Before there were the grands magasins (department stores), there were the passages couverts, covered arcades that offered the early-19th-century Parisian shopper a little bit of heaven: a hodgepodge of shops under one roof, and a respite from the gritty streets. East of Place de l’Opéra, three of these arcades are still standing end-to-end, with the most refined, Passage Jouffroy, in the center. Built in 1846, as its giant clock will tell
					you, this shop-filled passage also contains the Musée Grevin, a wax museum, and the well-regarded budget Hotel Chopin at No. 46. At the northern end, across the Rue de la Grange-Batelière, is the Passage Verdeau (Rue de la Grange-Batelière 9e), and on the opposite end of Jouffroy, across Grands Boulevards, is the Passage des Panoramas (2e). The granddaddy of the arcades, built in 1800, it was the first public space
					in Paris equipped with gaslights in 1817. | 10 bd. Montmartre,
					Opéra/Grands Boulevards | 75009 | Station: Richelieu Drouot.

				Worth Noting

				
					Hôtel Drouot.
					
Hidden away in a small antiques district not far from the opera house is Paris’s central auction house, selling everything from bric-a-brac to old clothes to rare Chinese laquered boxes to Renoirs. You can walk in off the street and browse through the open salesrooms, which can be tons of fun depending on what’s on the selling block. Mingle with a mix of art dealers, ladies who lunch, and art amateurs hoping to unearth an unidentified masterpiece. Anyone can attend the
					sales and viewings. TIP
					Don’t miss the small galleries and antiques dealers in the Quartier Drouot, a warren of small streets around the auction house. | 9 rue Drouot,
					Opéra/Grands Boulevards | 75009 | 01–48–00–20–00 | www.drouot.com | Viewings of merchandise Mon.–Sat. 11–6. Auctions begin at 2 | Station: Richelieu Drouot.
				

				
					Fodor’s Choice | 
					Musée de la Vie Romantique.
					
A visit to the charming Museum of the Romantic Life, dedicated to novelist George Sand (1804–76), will transport you to the countryside. In a pretty 1830s mansion at the end of a tree-lined courtyard, the small permanent collection includes drawings by Delacroix and Ingrès, among others, though Sand is the star. There are glass cases stuffed with her jewelry and snuff boxes, and even a mold of the hand of composer Frederic Chopin, one of her many lovers. There is
					usually an interesting temporary exhibition. Take a break in the charming garden café, open from Easter to late | 16 rue Chaptal,
					Opéra/Grands Boulevards | 75009 | 01–55–31–95–67 | www.vie-romantique.paris.fr | Free; €7 for temporary exhibits | Tues.–Sun. 10–6 | Station: Blanche, Pigalle, St. Georges.
				


				
					Musée Gustave-Moreau.
					
A visit to the town house and studio of painter Gustave Moreau (1826–98), a high priest of the Symbolist movement, is one of the most unique art experiences in Paris. Moreau had always planned to have his home made into a museum after his death, so he created a light-flooded gallery on the two top floors to best show off his dark paintings. The Symbolists loved objects, and Moreau was no different. His cramped private apartment on the first floor is jam-packed with
					bric-a-brac, and artworks cover every inch of the walls. From Galeries Lafayette (or the Chaussée D’Antin métro stop), follow Rue de la Chaussée d’Antin up to the Trinité church, turn right on Rue St-Lazare, and left on Rue de la Rochefoucauld. The museum is a block up on the right. | 14 rue de la Rochefoucauld,
					Opéra/Grands Boulevards | 75009 | 01–48–74–38–50 | www.musee-moreau.fr | €5 | Wed.–Mon. 10–12:45 and 2–5:15 | Station: Trinité.
				

				
					The Marais and the Bastille

				From swampy to swanky, Le Marais has a fascinating history that continues to evolve. Like an aging pop star, the quartier has remade itself many times, and today retains several identities: the city’s epicenter of cool with hip boutiques, designer hotels, and art galleries galore; the hub of Paris’s gay community; and, though fading, the nucleus of Jewish life. You could easily spend your entire visit to Paris in this neighborhood, there
					is that much to do.

				
					Marais means “marsh” and that is exactly what this area was until the 12th century when it was converted to farmland. In 1605, Henri IV began building the Place Royale (today’s Place des Vosges, the oldest square in Paris), which touched off a building boom, and the wealthy and fabulous moved in. Despite the odors—the area was one of the city’s smelliest—it remained the chic quarter until Louis XIV moved his court to Versailles, trailed by
					dispirited aristocrats unhappy to decamp to the country. Here you can see the hodgepodge of narrow streets leveled by Baron Haussmann, who feared a redux of the famous barricades that revolutionaries threw up to thwart the monarchy. Miraculously, the Marais escaped destruction, though much of it fell victim to neglect and ruin. Thanks to restoration efforts over the past half century, the district is enjoying its latest era of greatness, and the
					apartments here—among the city’s oldest—are also the most in demand.

				To the east, the hip Bastille—home turf of the French Revolution—still buzzes at night, but competition has emerged from gentrifying neighborhoods farther afield, notably the Canal St-Martin. Once the down-and-out cousin on the city’s northeastern border, the canal is now trend-spotting central, brimming with funky bars, cafés, art galleries, and boutiques.
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				Top Attractions

				
					Fodor’s Choice | 
					Canal St-Martin.
					
The once-forgotten canal has morphed into one of the city’s hippest places to wander by day—and party by night. A good time to come is Sunday afternoon, when the Quai de Valmy is closed to cars and some of the shops are open. The 2.7-mi canal opened in 1825 between the Seine at the southern end at Place de la Bastille, and the Canal de l’Ourcq to the north. Baron Haussmann later ordered a mile-long stretch of it to be covered—this is today’s Boulevard Richard
					Lenoir—from Rue Faubourg du Temple to the Bastille. These days you can take a boat tour from end to end through the canal’s nine locks.

				
					Canauxrama offers 2½-hour boat cruises through the locks (€16). Check the Web site for times (www.canauxrama.com). | Embarkation is at each end of canal: at Bassin de la Villette, 13 quai de la Loire, La Villette or at Marina Arsenal, 50 bd. de la Bastille,
					Bastille | Station: Jaurès (northern end) or Bastille (southern end).

				
					Musée Carnavalet.
					
If it has to do with Paris history, it’s here. This collection is a fascinating hodgepodge of Parisian artifacts and art, from the prehistoric canoes used by Parisii tribes to the furniture of the cork-lined bedroom where Marcel Proust labored over his evocative novels. You can get a great feel for the evolvement of the city through the ages thanks to scores of paintings. The museum fills two adjacent mansions, including the Hôtel Carnavalet, a Renaissance jewel that in
					the mid-1600s was home to the writer Madame de Sévigné, whose hundreds of frank and funny letters to her daughter offer an incomparable view of life during the time of Louis XIV. The exhibits on the Revolution are especially interesting, with scale models of guillotines and a replica of the Bastille prison carved from one of its stones. Marie Antoinette’s prison cell is reconstructed along with mementos of her life, even medallions containing locks of her family’s hair. Other
					impressive interiors are reconstructed from the Middle Ages through the Rococo period and into Art Nouveau—showstoppers include the Fouquet jewelry shop and the Café de Paris’s original furnishings. The museum’s sculpture garden (at 36 rue Francs Bourgeois) is open from April to the end of October. | 23 rue de Sévigné,
					Le Marais | 75004 | 01–44–59–58–58 | www.carnavalet.paris.fr | Free for permanent collection, €7 for exhibits | Tues.–Sun. 10–6 | Station: St-Paul.

				
					Musée Picasso.
					
To the chagrin of Picasso fans everywhere, this immensely popular museum closed in August 2009 for a top-to-bottom overhaul. It is set to reopen in three stages, beginning in spring 2012, with a limited selection of sculptures from the museum’s permanent holdings—the largest Picasso collection in the world. However, the majority of the museum will not reopen until at least spring 2013. (About 200 works from the permanent collection have been on the road in the United
					States and elsewhere during the renovation.) The $62 million face-lift will thoroughly transform the Picasso, more than quadrupling the museum’s size to 75,000 square feet with new galleries and a performance space. | 5 rue de Thorigny,
					Le Marais | 75004 | 01–42–71–25–21 | www.musee-picasso.fr.
				

				
					Place de la Bastille.
					
Nothing remains of the infamous Bastille prison, destroyed more than 200 years ago, though tourists still ask bemused Parisians where to find it. Until the late 1980s, there was little more to see here than a busy traffic circle ringing the Colonne de Juillet (July Column), a memorial to the victims of later uprisings in 1830 and 1848. The opening of the Opéra Bastille in 1989 rejuvenated the area, however, drawing
					art galleries, bars, and restaurants to the narrow streets, notably along Rue de Lappe—once a haunt of Edith Piaf—and Rue de la Roquette. | Station: Bastille.

				
					Fodor’s Choice | 
					Place des Vosges.
					
The oldest square in Paris and—dare we say it?—the most beautiful, the Place des Vosges is one of Europe’s oldest stabs at urban planning. The precise proportions offer a placid symmetry, but things weren’t always so calm. Four centuries ago this was the site of the Palais des Tournelles, home to King Henri II and Queen Catherine de’ Medici. The couple staged regular jousting tournaments, and during one of them, in 1559, Henri was fatally lanced in the eye. Catherine
					fled for the Louvre, abandoning her palace and ordering it destroyed. At the base of the 36 redbrick-and-stone houses—nine on each side of the square—is an arcaded, covered walkway lined with art galleries, shops, and cafés. Needless to say, a café seat hereabouts is one of the prettiest places to lunch while in Paris. | Off Rue des Francs Bourgeois, near Rue de Turenne | 75004 | Free |
						Open year-round | Station: Bastille or St-Paul. 

				
					Quick Bites: “The dormouse in the teapot,” Le Loir dans la Théière (3 rue des Rosiers,
					Le Marais | 75004 | 01–42–72–90–61) is aptly named for the dormouse who fell asleep at Alice in Wonderland’s tea party. This is the perfect place to recover from museum overload—sink into a leather chair, order a silver pot of tea and a homemade cake.

				Worth Noting

				
					Hôtel de Sully.
					
This early Baroque gem, built in 1624, is one of the city’s loveliest hôtels particuliers, with an equally lovely garden. Like much of the area, it fell into ruin until the 1950s, when it was rescued by the administration of French historic monuments, Caisse Nationale des Monuments Historiques, which is headquartered here. This is also one of two homes of the Musée des Jeu de Paume
					(the other is in the Tuileries), which stages regular photography exhibitions. The garden is open to the public. After an extensive and much-delayed renovation is completed (in late 2011), the private apartment of the Duchess de Sully—four 17th-century rooms furnished with period pieces—will open for visits for the first time, by reservation only, for a small charge. The Orangerie in the garden will also reopen with a branch of the tea salon Angelina. Note that the museum
						bookstore (with a 17th-century ceiling of exposed wooden beams) has a nice array of specialized Paris guides in English. | 62 rue St-Antoine,
					Marais | 75004 | 01–44–61–20–00 Hotel de Sully; 01–42–74–47–75 Jeu de Paume | Tues.–Sun. 10–7 Hotel de Sully; Tues.–Fri. noon–7, weekends 10–7 Jeu de Paume | Station: St-Paul. 

				
					Maison de Victor Hugo.
					
France’s most famous scribe lived in the northeast corner of Place des Vosges between 1832 and 1848 and this house now offers a rare chance to go behind the façade of the gorgeous 17th-century town houses that line the square. The house’s first floor is dedicated to temporary exhibits that often have modern ties to Hugo’s work. In Hugo’s apartment on the second floor, you can see the tall desk, next to the short bed, where he began writing his masterwork Les Misérables (as always, standing up). There are manuscripts and early editions of that famous work on display, as well as others such as The Hunchback of Notre Dame. You can see illustrations of Hugo’s writings by other artists, including Bayard’s rendition of the impish Cosette holding her giant broom (which has graced countless Les Miz T-shirts). The collection includes many of Hugo’s own,
					sometimes macabre, ink drawings (he was a fine artist) and furniture from several of his homes. Particularly impressive is the room of carved and painted Chinese-style wooden panels that Hugo designed for Juliette Drouet’s—his mistress—house on the island of Guernsey, during the writer’s exile there. Try to spot the intertwined Vs and Js. (Hint: Look for the angel’s trumpet in the left corner.) | 6 pl. des Vosges,
					Le Marais | 75004 | 01–42–72–10–16 | www.musee-hugo.paris.fr | Free; €7 for temporary exhibitions | Tues.–Sun. 10–6 | Station: St-Paul.

				
					Maison Européenne de la Photographie
					(Center for European Photography).
					
 Much of the credit for the city’s ascendancy as a hub of international photography goes to MEP and its director, Jean-Luc Monterosso, who also founded Paris’s hugely successful Mois de la Photographie festival in November. The MEP hosts up to four simultaneous exhibitions, changing about every three months. Shows feature the work of an international crop of photographers and video artists. Works by superstar Annie Leibovitz or designer-photographer Karl Lagerfeld may
					overlap with a collection of self-portraits by an up-and-coming Japanese artist. MEP often stages retrospectives of the classics (by Doisneau, Cartier-Bresson, Man Ray, and others) from its vast private collection. Programs are available in English and guided tours are sometimes given in English (call ahead to find out). | 5 rue de Fourcy,
					Marais | 75004 | 01–44–78–75–00 | www.mep-fr.org | €7; free Wed. after 5 
					pm | Wed.–Sun. 11–8 | Station: St-Paul. 

				
					Musée d’Art et d’Histoire du Judaïsme
					 (Museum of Jewish Art and History).
					
 This excellent museum traces the tempestuous history of French and European Jews through art and history. Opened in 1998 in the refined 17th-century Hôtel St-Aignan, exhibits have good explanatory texts in English, and the free English audio guide is a must; guided tours in English are also available upon request. Highlights include 13th-century tombstones excavated in Paris; a wooden model of a destroyed Eastern European synagogue; and a roomful of early paintings by
					Marc Chagall. | 71 rue du Temple,
					Le Marais | 75004 | 01–53–01–86–53 | www.mahj.org | €6.80 | Weekdays 11–6, Sun. 10–6 | Station: Rambuteau or Hôtel de Ville.

				
					Parc de La Villette.
					
This 130-acre ultramodern park was once an abattoir, but don’t let its history put you off: today it’s the perfect place to entertain sightseeing-weary kids, with lots of green space, a submarine, and the Espace Chapiteaux, a circus tent featuring superb contemporary acrobatic theater performances. The highlight is the excellent science museum, the Cité des Sciences et de l’Industrie (30 av. Corentin-Cariou,
					La Villette | 75019 | 01–40–05–80–00 | www.cite-sciences.fr | €3–€20.50 | Tues.–Sat. 9:30–6, Sun. 9:30–7 | Station: Porte de la Villette). Nearby, La Géode, looks like a huge silver golf ball but it’s actually an
					Omnimax cinema made of polished steel. The complex includes the postmodern Cité de la Musique, a music academy and concert hall, and the Musée de la Musique, with an impressive collection of some 900 musical instruments. (221 av. Jean-Jaurès,
					La Villette | 75019 | 01–44–84–44–84 | www.cite-musique.fr | €8 | Tues.–Thurs. noon–6, Fri. and Sat. noon–10, Sun. 10–6 | Station: Porte de Pantin). 

				
					The Ile St-Louis and the Latin Quarter

				Set behind the Ile de la Cité is one of the most romantic spots in Paris, tiny Ile St-Louis. Of the two islands in the Seine—the Ile de la Cité is just to the west—the St-Louis best retains the romance and loveliness of le Paris traditionnel. It has remained in the heart of Parisians as it has remained in the heart of every tourist who came upon it by accident, and without warning—a tiny universe unto itself, shaded by trees, bordered by
					Seine-side quays, and overhung with ancient stone houses. Up until the 1800s it was reputed that some island residents never crossed the bridges to get to Paris proper—and once you discover the island’s quiet charm, you may understand why. South of the Ile St-Louis on the Left Bank of the Seine is the bohemian Quartier Latin (Latin Quarter), the heart of student Paris for more than 800 years. The neighborhood takes its name from the fact that Latin
					was the common language of the students, who came from all over Europe. Today the area is full of cheap and cheerful cafés, bars, and shops, and even Roman ruins.

				France’s oldest university, La Sorbonne, was founded here in 1257 as a theology school; later it became the headquarters of the University of Paris. In 1968, the student revolution here had an explosive effect on French politics, resulting in major reforms in the education system. The aging soixante-huitards continue to influence French politics, as shown by the election of openly gay, Green Party member
					Bertrand Delanoë to the mayoralty of Paris.
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				Top Attractions

				
					Fodor’s Choice | 
					Ile St-Louis.
					
One of the more fabled addresses in Paris, this tiny island has long harbored the rich and famous, including Chopin, Daumier, Helena Rubinstein, Chagall, and the Rothschilds. In fact, the entire island displays striking architectural unity, stemming from the efforts of a group of early-17th-century property speculators led by Christophe Marie. The group commissioned leading Baroque architect Louis Le Vau (1612–70) to design a series of imposing town houses, the queen of
					which—the Hôtel Lambert—still rides the prow of the eastern end of the island: it was Le Vau’s masterpiece until he took the Lambert and enlarged it umteen times to create Versailles (the greatest hosts in Paris, Baron and Baroness Guy de Rothschild, ruled here until their deaths, when the mansion was sold in 2006 to an art-loving member of the oil-rich royal family of Qatar). An especially somber reminder adorns 19 quai de Bourbon: “Here lived Camille Claudel, sculptor, from
					1899 to 1913. Then ended her brave career as an artist and began her long night of internment.” Rodin’s muse, she was committed by her family to an insane asylum, where she was forbidden to practice her art. Other than some elegant facades and the island’s highly picturesque quays along the Seine, there are no cultural hot spots here, just a few streets that may make you think you’ve stumbled into a village, albeit an unusually tony one. Small hotels, restaurants, art
					galleries, and shops selling everything from cheese to pâté to silk scarves along the main drag, Rue St-Louis-en-l’Ile. | Station: Pont-Marie.

				
					Musée National du Moyen-Age
					 (National Museum of the Middle Ages, also called the Musée Cluny). 
					
Built on the ruins of Lutecia’s Roman Baths, the Hôtel de Cluny has been a museum since medievalist Alexandre Du Sommerard established his collection here in 1844. The over-the-top mansion was a choice location for such a collection; the 15th-century building was created for the abbot of Cluny, leader of the most powerful monastery in France. Symbols of the abbot’s power literally surround the building, from the crenellated walls that
					proclaimed his independence from the king, to the carved Burgundian grapes, symbolizing his valuable vineyards, twining up the entrance. The scallop shells Coquilles-Saint-Jacques covering the facade are a symbol of religious pilgrimage; the well-traveled pilgrimage route to Spain, Rue St-Jacques, once ran just around the corner. The highlight of the collection is the world-famous Dame à la Licorne (Lady and the Unicorn) tapestry series, woven in the 15th or 16th century, probably in Belgium (Room 13); the garden outside is planted with flora depicted in these tapestries, which were created as an allegorical representation of the five senses. The frigidarium (Room 9) is the stunningly restored ruins of the city’s cold-water Roman baths, with the Pillar of the Nauti (boatmen), the city’s oldest sculpture,
					from 1349AD, dedicated to Jupiter. The ruins of the hot water baths (caldarium), which are closed, are visible outside from Boulevard St-Michel. | 6 pl. Paul-Painlevé,
					Quartier Latin | 75005 | 01–53–73–78–00 | www.musee-moyenage.fr | €8.50 (includes English audio guide), free 1st Sun. of month | Wed.–Mon. 9:15–5:45 | Station: Cluny–La Sorbonne.

				
					Fodor’s Choice | 
					Rue Mouffetard.
					
This winding cobblestone street is one of Paris’s oldest—it was once a Roman road leading south from Lutecia (the Roman name for Paris) to Italy. The upper half of the street is dotted with restaurants that can get rather touristy; the lower half is home to a lively market, open Tuesday through Sunday, when couples are inspired to dance in the street to old Paris accordion tunes. The highlight of le Mouffe is the stretch in between, where, as
					your nose will tell you, the shops are literally spilling into the street with luscious offerings such as roasting chickens and potatoes, rustic saucisson, pâtés, and pungent cheeses, especially at Androuët (No. 134). You can find everything you’ll need for a picnic. Sample the chocolates at de Neuville (No. 108). If you’re here in the morning, Le Mouffetard Café (No. 116) is a good place to stop for a continental breakfast (about €10). If it’s apéritif time, head to lively Place des Contrescarpe, or enjoy a glass of wine at Cave La Bourgogne (No. 144). For one of the best baguettes in Paris and other delicious organic offerings, detour to nearby Boulanger de Monge, at 123 rue Monge. Note that most shops are closed Monday. 

				

				
					

					Ice Cream versus Gelato

					Cafés all over sell this haute couture brand of ice cream, but the headquarters of Berthillon (31 rue St-Louis-en-l’Ile
						,
						Ile St-Louis | 75004 | 01–43–54–31–61) is the place to come for this amazing treat. It features more than 30 flavors that change with the seasons, including scrumptious chocolat au nougat and mouth-puckering cassis (black currant). Expect to wait in line. The shop and adjacent tea salon is open Wednesday to
						Sunday 10–8 but closed during the peak summer season, from July 20 to September 1.

					Also popping up all over Paris—there were 28 outlets at this writing, including the popular spot on Ile St-Louis (47 rue St-Louis-en-l’Ile,
						Ile St-Louis | 75004 | 01–44–07–48–08) —and winning converts faster than you can finish a double scoop, is the Amorino chain of gelaterias. Popular flavors include rich Bacio (dark chocolate and hazelnuts) and spécialités such as amaretto laced with crunchy biscuits and almonds. The shop is open every
						day, noon to midnight.

					

				

				Worth Noting

				
					Grande Galerie de l’Évolution
					 (Great Hall of Evolution).
					
 With a parade of taxidermied animals ranging from the tiniest dung beetle to the tallest giraffe, this museum is an excellent break for kids who have been reluctantly trudging through the Louvre. The flagship of the three natural-history museums in the Jardin des Plantes, it is easily the most impressive. The original 1889 building was renovated in 1994, and has a ceiling that changes color to suggest storms, twilight, or the hot savanna sun. Don’t miss the gigantic
					skeleton of a blue whale, and the stuffed royal rhino—he came from the menagerie at Versailles, where he was a pet of Louis XV. Kids 6 to 12 years old will enjoy “La Galerie d’Enfants” (Children’s Gallery), which opened in 2010 and has interactive exhibits on the natural world, in French and English. Be sure to hang on to your ticket; it’ll get you a discount at the other museums within the Jardin des Plantes. | 36 rue Geoffroy-St-Hilaire,
					Quartier Latin | 75005 | 01–40–79–54–79 | www.mnhn.fr | €7 | Wed.–Mon. 10–6 | Station: Pl. Monge or Jussieu.

				
					Panthéon.
					
Rome has St. Peter’s, London has St. Paul’s, and Paris has the Panthéon, whose enormous dome dominates the Left Bank. Built as the church of Ste-Geneviève, the patron saint of Paris, it was later converted to an all-star mausoleum with some of France’s biggest names, including Voltaire, Zola, Dumas, Rousseau, and Victor Hugo. Pierre and Marie Curie were reinterred here together in 1995. Begun in 1764, the building was almost complete when the French Revolution erupted.
					By then, architect Jacques-German Soufflot had died, supposedly from worrying that the 220-foot-high dome would collapse. He needn’t have fretted: the dome is so perfect that Foucault used it to test his famous pendulum to prove the Earth rotates on its axis. A model of the pendulum still hangs from the dome and the staff offer demonstrations (there’s also a video in English that explains the theory). To access the upper level, take a free guided tour (offered several times a
					day, in French only). There is information in English at the entrance and on boards in the crypt. | Pl. du Panthéon,
					Latin Quarter | 75005 | 01–44–32–18–00 | www.pantheon.monuments-nationaux.fr/en/ | €8 | Apr.–Sept., daily 10–6:30; Oct.–Mar., daily 10–6 | Station: Cardinal Lemoine; RER: Luxembourg. 

				
					From Orsay to St-Germain-des-Prés

				If you had to choose the most classically Parisien neighborhood in Paris, this would be it. St-Germain-des-Prés has it all: genteel blocks lined with upscale art galleries, storied cafés, designer boutiques, and a fine selection of museums. Cast your eyes upward after dark and you may spy a frescoed ceiling in a tony apartment. These historic streets can get quite crowded, so mind your elbows and plunge in.

				This quartier is named for the oldest church in Paris, St-Germain-des-Prés, and it’s become a prized address for Parisians and expats alike. Despite its pristine facade, though, this wasn’t always silver-spoon territory. Claude Monet and Auguste Renoir shared a cramped studio at 20 rue Visconti, and the young Picasso barely eked out an existence in a room on the Rue de Seine. By the 1950s St-Germain bars bopped
					with jazz, and the likes of Albert Camus, Jean-Paul Sartre, and Simone de Beauvoir puffed away on Gaulois while discussing the meaninglessness of existence at Café Flore. At the southern end of this district is the city’s poshest park, the Jardin du Luxembourg, which is also home to the Musée du Luxembourg. This small museum plays host to excellent temporary exhibitions. The Musée Delacroix, in lovely Place Furstenburg, is
					home to a small collection of the Romantic master’s works. Not far away is the stately Église St-Sulpice, where you can see two impressive Delacroix frescoes.

				Nearby in the 7e arrondissement, the star attraction is the Musée d’Orsay, home to a world-class collection of Impressionist paintings in a converted Belle Époque rail station on the Seine. It’s famous for having some of Paris’s longest lines, so a visit to d’Orsay should be planned with care. Farther along the river, the 18th-century Palais Bourbon—now home to the National Assembly—sets the tone for the 7e arrondissement. This is Edith Wharton territory, where
					aristocrats live in gorgeous, sprawling, apartments or maisons particulières (very private town houses). Embassies—and the Hôtel Matignon, residence of the French prime minister—line the surrounding streets, overshadowed by the Hôtel des Invalides, whose gold-leaf dome climbs heavenward above the regal tomb of Napoléon. The Rodin Museum—set in a gorgeous 18th-century mansion—is only a short walk away. Less well-known is
					sculptor Aristide Maillol, whose impressive private collection is housed nearby in the Musée Maillol.
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				Top Attractions

				
					Fodor’s Choice | 
					Cour du Commerce St-André.
					
Like an 18th-century engraving come to life, this charming street arcade is perhaps the prettiest nook of the Left Bank. A remnant of ancien Paris with its enormous uneven cobblestones and famed for its rabble-rousing inhabitants—journalist Jean-Paul Marat ran the Revolutionary newspaper L’Ami du Peuple, at No. 8, and the agitator Georges Danton lived at No. 20—it is also home to Le Procope, Paris’s oldest café
					(now a very fancy restaurant). This passageway also contains a turret from the 12th-century wall of Philippe-Auguste (visible through the windows at No. 4). Just pass the turret is a gate leading to Paris’s most beautiful cul-de-sac: the 17th-century Cour de Rohan courtyard—if the gate is open you’ll recognize the setting used for Chez Mamita in Vincente Minelli’s Gigi film. | Linking Bd. St-Germain and Rue
						St-André-des-Arts,
					St-Germain-des-Prés | 75006 | Station: Odéon.

				
					Eglise St-Germain-des-Prés.
					
Paris’s oldest church was built to shelter a simple shard of wood, said to be a relic of Jesus’ cross brought back from Spain in ad 542. Vikings came down the Seine and sacked the church, and Revolutionaries used it to store gunpowder, yet the elegant building has defied history’s abuses: its 11th-century Romanesque tower continues to be the central symbol of the neighborhood. The colorful 19th-century frescoes in the nave are by Hippolyte Flandrin, a pupil of the
					classical master Ingres. The church stages superb organ concerts and recitals. Step inside for spiritual nourishment, or pause in the square to people-watch—there’s usually a street musician tucked against the church wall, out of the wind. | Pl. St-Germain-des-Prés,
					St-Germain-des-Prés | 75006 | Daily 8–7:30 | Station: St-Germain-des-Prés.

				
					Quick Bites: 
					Les Deux Magots, at 6 place St-Germain-des-Prés, and the neighboring Café de Flore, at 172 boulevard St-Germain, have been duking it out on this bustling corner in St-Germain for more than a century. Les Deux Magots, the snootier of the two, is named for the two Chinese figurines, or magots, inside, and has hosted the likes of Oscar Wilde, Hemingway, James Joyce, and Richard Wright. Jean-Paul Sartre and Simone du
					Beauvoir frequented both establishments, though they are claimed by the Flore. The two cafés remain packed, though these days you’re more likely to rub shoulders with tourists than with philosophers. Still, if you’re in search of that certain je ne sais quoi of the Rive Gauche, you can do no better than to station yourself at one of the sidewalk tables—or at a window table on a wintry day—to watch the passing parade. Stick to a croissant and an
					overpriced coffee or an early-evening apéritif; the food is expensive and nothing special. 

				
					Hôtel des Invalides.
					
Les Invalides, as this Baroque complex is known, is the eternal home of Napoléon Bonaparte (1769–1821), or more specifically, the little dictator’s tomb, which lies under the towering golden dome. Louis XIV ordered this complex built in 1670 to house disabled soldiers, and at one time 4,000 military men lived here. Today, a portion of it remains a veterans’ residence and hospital. There’s also the Musée de l’Armée, an exhaustive collection
					of military artifacts from antique armor to weapons. If you see only one sight here, make it the Église du Dome at the back of the complex. Napoléon’s tomb was moved here in 1840 from the island of Saint Helena, where the emperor died in forced exile. Napoléon’s body is protected by a series of no fewer than six coffins, one inside the next (sort of like a Russian nesting doll), which is then encased in a sarcophagus of red quartzite. The
					bombastic tribute is ringed by statues symbolizing Napoléon’s campaigns of conquest. Also on display are the emperor’s trademark gray frock coat and huge bicorne hat. For the 200th anniversary of the French Revolution, in 1989, the dome was regilded using more than half a million gold leaves, or more than 20 pounds of gold. Renovations of the church and the museum are ongoing, so parts of it may be closed. | Pl. des Invalides,
					Tour Eiffel | 75007 | 01–44–42–38–77 | www.invalides.org | €9 | Eglise du Dôme and museums Apr.–Sept., daily 10–6; Oct.–Mar., daily 10–5; closed 1st Mon. of every month | Station: La Tour-Maubourg/Invalides.

				
					Jardin du Luxembourg.
					
The Luxembourg Gardens has all that is charming, unique, and befuddling about Parisian parks: cookie-cutter trees, ironed-and-pressed walkways, sculpted flower beds, and immaculate emerald lawns meant for admiring, not for lounging. The tree- and bench-lined paths are, however, a marvelous reprieve from the bustle of the two neighborhoods it borders: the Quartier Latin and St-Germain-des-Prés. Beautifully austere during the winter months, the garden grows intoxicating
					as spring brings blooming beds of daffodils, tulips, and hyacinths, and the circular pools teem with boats nudged along by children. The park’s northern boundary is dominated by the Palais du Luxembourg and the Sénat (Senate), which is one of two chambers that make up the Parliament. A sweet attraction is Les Marionettes du
					Théâtre du Luxembourg where, on weekends at 11, 3, and 4 and Monday through Wednesday at 10:30, 3, and 4 (though hours may vary), you can catch classic guignols (marionette shows) for a small charge. The Musée du Luxembourg (01–44–32–18–00 | www.museeduluxembourg.fr), which is part of the
					palace, plays host to prestigious (and crowded) temporary exhibitions (€11 usual admission charge). | Bordered by Bd. St-Michel and Rues de Vaugirard, de Médicis, Guynemer, and Auguste-Comte,
					St-Germain-des-Prés | 75006 | Free | Daily until dusk | Station: Odéon; RER: Luxembourg.

				
					Fodor’s Choice | 
					Musée d’Orsay.
					
In a spectacularly converted Belle Époque train station, the Orsay Museum—devoted to the arts (mainly French) spanning the period 1848–1914—is one of the city’s most popular, thanks to the presence of the world’s greatest collection of Impressionist and Postimpressionist paintings. Here you can find Manet’s Déjeuner sur l’Herbe (Lunch on the Grass), the painting that scandalized Paris in 1863 when it was shown at
					the Salon des Refusés, an exhibit organized by artists refused permission to show their work at the Academy’s official annual salon, as well as the artist’s provocative nude, Olympia. There’s a dazzling rainbow of masterpieces by Renoir (including his beloved Le Moulin de la Galette), Sisley, Pissarro, and Monet. The Postimpressionists—Cézanne, Van Gogh, Gauguin, and Toulouse-Lautrec—are on the top floor. On the ground
					floor you can find the work of Manet, the powerful realism of Courbet, and the delicate nuances of Degas. If you prefer more academic paintings, look for Puvis de Chavannes’s larger-than-life classical canvases. And if you’re excited by more modern developments, look for the early-20th-century Fauves (meaning “wild beasts,” the name given them by an outraged critic in 1905)—particularly Matisse, Derain, and Vlaminck.

				The museum is arranged on three floors. Once past the ticket booths (get your tickets in advance through the Web site to avoid the lines), you can pick up an English-language audio guide along with a free color-coded map of the museum. Then step down the stairs into the sculpture hall. Here the vastness of the space complements a ravishing collection of French sculpture from 1840 to 1875. | 1 rue de la Légion d’Honneur,
					St-Germain-des-Prés | 75007 | 01–40–49–48–14 | www.musee-orsay.fr | €9.50 (€8 without special exhibition); €7 after 4:15 except Thurs. after 6; free 1st Sun. of every month | Tues.–Sun., 9:30–6, Thurs. 9:30 am–9:45 pm | Station: Solférino; RER: Musée
						d’Orsay.

				
					Quick Bites: If those Déjeuner sur l’Herbe paintings make you think about lunch, stop at the middle floor’s Musée d’Orsay Restaurant (01–45–49–47–03) in the former train station’s sumptuous dining room. Open 9:30 to 5:45; Thursdays until 9 pm (reservations for Thursday dinner required). For simpler fare, visit the top-floor Café
						du Lion,in the shadow of the big clock and enjoy the panoramic view across the Seine toward Montmartre.

				
					Musée Rodin.
					
Auguste Rodin (1840–1917) briefly made his home and studio in the Hôtel Biron, a grand 18th-century hôtel particulier (private mansion) that now houses the museum dedicated to his work. He died rich and famous, but many of the sculptures that earned him his place in history were originally greeted with contempt by a public unprepared for his powerful brand of sexuality and raw physicality. If you’re pressed for time, buy a ticket (€1) for the
					gardens only, where most of Rodin’s well-known sculptures are found, such as The Thinker and The Gates of Hell, inspired by the monumental bronze doors of Italian Renaissance churches. The museum’s interior, though showing its age, still serves as an elegantly creaky setting for two floors of Rodin’s work. There’s also a room of impressive works by Camille Claudel (1864–1943), Rodin’s student and longtime mistress. A
					remarkable sculptor in her own right, her torturous relationship with Rodin eventually drove her out of his studio—and out of her mind. In 1913 she was packed off to an asylum, where she remained until her death. | 79 rue de Varenne,
					Invalides or Eiffel Tower | 75007 | 01–44–18–61–10 | www.musee-rodin.fr| Station: €6, €1 gardens only | Apr.–Oct., Tues.–Sun. 9:30–5:45; Nov.–Mar., Tues.–Sun. 9:30–5:45 | Station: Varenne.

				Worth Noting

				
					Musée Delacroix.
					
The final home of artist Eugène Delacroix (1798–1863) contains only a small collection of his sketches and drawings, but you can see the studio he had built in the large and lovely garden at the back to work on the frescoes he created for St-Sulpice Church, where they remain on display today. The museum also plays host to temporary exhibitions, such as Delacroix’s experiments with photography. France’s foremost Romantic painter had the good luck to live on Place Furstenberg, one of the smallest, most romantic squares in Paris, which is worth a visit in itself. | 6 rue Furstenberg,
					St-Germain-des-Prés | 75006 | 01–44–41–86–50 | www.musee-delacroix.fr | €5 | Wed.–Mon. 9:30–5 | Station: St-Germain-des-Prés.
				

				
					Montmartre

				Montmartre has become almost too charming for its own good. Yes, it feels like a village (if you can see through the crowds); yes, there are working artists here (though far fewer than there used to be); and, yes, the best view of Paris is yours for free from the top of the hill (if there’s no haze). That’s why on any weekend day, year-round, you can find hordes of visitors crowding these cobbled alleys, scaling the staircases that pass for streets, and queuing to
					see Sacré-Coeur, the “sculpted cloud,” at the summit.

				If you’re lucky enough to have a little corner of Montmartre to yourself, you’ll understand why locals love it so. Come on a weekday, or in the morning or later in the evening. Stroll around Place des Abbesses, where the rustic houses and narrow streets escaped the heavy hand of urban planner Baron Haussmann. Until 1860, the area was in fact a separate village, dotted with windmills. Today, there are only two windmills left as well as one
					quaint vineyard; you cannot visit the vineyard. Always a draw for bohemians and artists, many of whom had studios at Bateau-Lavoir and Musée de Montmartre, resident painters have included Géricault, Renoir, Suzanne Valadon, Picasso, Van Gogh, and, of course, Henri Toulouse-Lautrec, whose iconic paintings of the cancan dancers at the Moulin Rouge are now souvenir-shop fixtures from Place du Tertre to the Tour Eiffel. You can still see shows at the Moulin Rouge and the pocket-size cabaret Lapin Agile, though much of the entertainment here is on the seedier side—the area around Pigalle is the city’s largest red-light district. The quartier is a favorite of filmmakers, and visitors still seek out Café des Deux Moulins (15 rue Lepic), the real-life café where Audrey Tautou worked in 2001’s
						Amélie. Movie biz roots run deep here—the blockbuster Moulin Rouge took its inspiration from here.
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				Top Attractions

				
					Fodor’s Choice | 
					Au Lapin Agile.
					
This authentic survivor from the 19th century considers itself the doyen of cabarets. Founded in 1860, it still inhabits a modest house, once a favorite subject of painter Maurice Utrillo. It became the home-away-from-home for Braque, Modigliani, Apollinaire, and Picasso—who once paid for a meal with one of his paintings, then promptly exited and painted another that he named after this place (it was purchased in 1989 for a record $40.7 million and later bequeathed to
					New York’s Metropolitan Museum). There are no topless dancers—this is a genuine French cabaret with songs, poetry, and humor in a publike setting. | 22 rue des Saules,
					Montmartre | 75018 | 01–46–06–85–87 reservations | www.au-lapin-agile.com | €24 (includes first drink) | Tues.–Sun. 9 pm–2 am | Station: Lamarck-Caulaincourt.

				
					Moulin de la Galette.
					
 Of the 14 windmills (moulins) that used to sit atop this hill, only two remain. Known collectively as Moulin de la Galette, the more storied is known as Le Blute-fin: it’s on a leafy hillock across from 88 rue Lepic. In the late 1800s there was a dance hall on the site, famously painted by Renoir (you can see the painting in the Musée d’Orsay). Unfortunately, the windmill is on private land and can’t be visited. Just down the street is the
					other moulin, Le Radet, perched atop a well-regarded restaurant (called Le Moulin de la Galette) at 83 rue Lepic. | Le Blute-fin, corner of Rue Lepic and Rue Tholozé,
					Montmartre | 75018 | Station: Abbesses.
				

				
					Place des Abbesses.
					
This triangular square is typical of the countrified style that has made Montmartre famous. Now a hub for shopping and people-watching, the place is surrounded by hip boutiques, sidewalk cafés, and shabby-chic restaurants—a prime habitat for the young, neo-bohemian crowd and a sprinkling of expats. Trendy streets like Rue Houdon and Rue des Martyrs have attracted small designers, and some shops are open on Sunday afternoon. The entrance to
					the Abbesses métro station, designed by the great Hector Guimard as a curving, sensuous mass of delicate iron, is one of only two original Art Nouveau métro canopies left in Paris. | Station: Abbesses.
				

				
					Quick Bites: There are few attractive food options around ultra-touristy Sacré-Coeur, but Le Botak is where the locals go (1 rue Paul Albert, 
					Montmartre | 01–46–06–98–30 | Station: Anvers). Tucked on the eastern side of the basilica, this little café with outdoor tables in leafy Square Louise Marie serves a small, ever-changing menu of French home cooking like saumon au pistou (salmon in pesto) and poulet botak, roasted chicken with garlic and mashed potatoes. The daily lunch
					specials (about €12) are a great deal.

				
					Sacré-Coeur.
					
It’s hard to not feel as though you’re climbing up to heaven when you visit Sacré-Coeur, the white castle in the sky, perched atop Montmartre. The French government began building this church in 1873 as a symbol of the return of self-confidence after the devastating years of the Commune and Franco-Prussian War. Critics, however, dismissed its mix of Romanesque and Byzantine architectural styles as gaudy. Construction lasted until World War I, and the church was
					consecrated in 1919. Many visitors come to Sacré-Coeur to admire the superlative view from the top of the 271-foot-high dome, the second-highest point in Paris after the Tour Eiffel. But don’t miss spending some time inside the basilica, noted for its massive golden mosaics set high above the choir depicting Christ with a golden heart and outstretched arms. The stained-glass windows, which were installed in 1922, were destroyed by a bombing during World War II (there were
					miraculously no deaths), and later rebuilt in 1946. | Pl. du Parvis-du-Sacré-Coeur,
					Montmartre | 75018 | 01–53–41–89–00 | Basilica daily 6 am–11 pm; dome and crypt Oct.–Mar., daily 9–6; Apr.–Sept., daily 9–7 | Free; dome €5 | www.sacre-coeur-montmartre.com | Station: Anvers, plus funicular; Jules Joffrin plus
						Montmartrobus. 

				Worth Noting

				
					Bateau-Lavoir
					 (Boat Wash House).
					
 The birthplace of Cubism isn’t open to the public, but a display in the front window details this unimposing building’s rich history. Montmartre poet Max Jacob coined the name for the original building here, which reminded him of the laundry boats that used to float in the Seine, and he joked that the warren of paint-splattered artists’ studios needed a good hosing down (wishful thinking, since the building had only one water tap). It was in the original Bateau-Lavoir
					that, early in the 20th century, Pablo Picasso, Georges Braque, and Juan Gris made their first bold stabs at Cubism, and Picasso painted the groundbreaking Les Demoiselles d’Avignon here in 1906–07. All but the facade was rebuilt after a fire in 1970. Like the original building, the Bateau houses artists and their studios. | 13 pl. Emile-Goudeau,
					Montmartre | 75018 | Station: Abbesses.
				

				
					Espace Salvador-Dalí
					 (Dalí Center).
					
 One of several museums dedicated to the Surrealist master, the collection in this black-walled exhibition space includes about 300 works, mostly etchings and lithographs (some for sale). The two dozen sculptures include several versions of Dalí’s melting bronze clock and variations on the Venus de Milo. A multimedia pioneer ahead of his time, there are videos with Dalí’s voice, and temporary exhibits have included the mustached man’s foray into holograms. | 11 rue Poulbot,
					Montmartre | 75018 | 01–42–64–40–10 | www.daliparis.com | €10 | Daily 10–6 | Station: Abbesses.
				

				
					Moulin Rouge
					 (Red Windmill).
					
 When the world-famous cabaret opened in 1889, aristocrats, professionals, and the working classes all flocked to see the scandalous performers. The cancan was considerably raunchier in Toulouse-Lautrec’s day—girls used to kick off their knickers—than it is today. There’s not much to see from the outside, but souvenir seekers should check out the gift shop around the corner (at 11 rue Lepic) selling official merchandise, from jewelry to sculpture, by reputable French
					makers. | 82 bd. de Clichy,
					Montmartre | 75018 | 01–53–09–82–82 | www.moulin-rouge.fr | Station: Blanche.
				

				
					Musée de Montmartre.
					

					 In its turn-of-the-20th-century heyday, the building—now home to Montmartre’s historical museum—was a studio block for painters, writers, and cabaret artists. Foremost among them was Renoir—he painted the Moulin de la Galette, an archetypal scene of sun-drenched revelers, while he lived here—and Maurice Utrillo. The museum, with a lovely garden, has a charming permanent collection recapping the area’s history, notably the
					many Toulouse-Lautrec posters and original Eric Satie scores. Unfortunately, the future of the museum, which needs extensive renovations, was in doubt at this writing and the hunt was under way for a deep-pocketed savior. | 12 rue Cortot,
					Montmartre | 75018 | 01–49–25–89–37 | www.museedemontmartre.fr | €8 | Sun. 11–6 | Station: Lamarck Caulaincourt. 

				
					Place du Tertre.
					
Artists have peddled their wares in this square, one of the main hubs of Montmartre, for centuries (tertre means “hillock”). Though busloads of tourists have changed the atmosphere, if you come off-season, when the air is chilly and the streets are bare, you can almost feel what is was like when up-and-coming Picassos lived in the houses, which today are given over to souvenir shops and cafés. | Station: Abbesses.
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