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A Note from
Mary Pope Osborne About the
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When I write Magic Tree House® adventures, I love including facts about the times and places Jack and Annie visit. But when readers finish these adventures, I want them to learn even more. So that’s why my husband, Will, and my sister, Natalie Pope Boyce, and I write a series of nonfiction books that are companions to the fiction titles in the Magic Tree House® series. We call these books Fact Trackers because we love to track the facts! Whether we’re researching dinosaurs, pyramids, Pilgrims, sea monsters, or cobras, we’re always amazed at how wondrous and surprising the real world is. We want you to experience the same wonder we do—so get out your pencils and notebooks and hit the trail with us. You can be a Magic Tree House® Fact Tracker, too!
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Here’s what kids, parents, and teachers have to say about the Magic Tree House® Fact Trackers:


“They are so good. I can’t wait for the next one. All I can say for now is prepare to be amazed!”

—Alexander N.




“I have read every Magic Tree House book there is. The [Fact Trackers] are a thrilling way to get more information about the special events in the story.”

—John R.




“These are fascinating nonfiction books that enhance the magical time-traveling adventures of Jack and Annie. I love these books, especially American Revolution. I was learning so much, and I didn’t even know it!”

—Tori Beth S.




“[They] are an excellent ‘behind-the-scenes’ look at what the [Magic Tree House fiction] has started in your imagination! You can’t buy one without the other; they are such a complement to one another.”

—Erika N., mom




“Magic Tree House [Fact Trackers] took my children on a journey from Frog Creek, Pennsylvania, to so many significant historical events! The detailed manuals are a remarkable addition to the classic fiction Magic Tree House books we adore!”

—Jenny S., mom




“[They] are very useful tools in my classroom, as they allow for students to be part of the planning process. Together, we find facts in the [Fact Trackers] to extend the learning introduced in the fictional companions. Researching and planning classroom activities, such as our class Olympics based on facts found in Ancient Greece and the Olympics, help create a genuine love for learning!”

—Paula H., teacher
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Long ago, the world was very different than it is now. Today, all the land on earth is divided into seven continents. Millions of years ago, there was just one continent.
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A continent is one of the earth’s large land masses.



Scientists have named that ancient continent Pangaea (pan-JEE-uh).
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Some parts of Pangaea were very dry, like deserts. Other parts were damp and rainy, like swamps. There were forests and jungles, plains and mountains, rivers and lakes.

And there were dinosaurs almost everywhere.

Some dinosaurs were bigger than buildings. Others were as small as ducks.

Some dinosaurs walked on all four legs, like dogs. Others walked on two legs, like people.
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Some dinosaurs had many rows of sharp teeth. Others had no teeth at all.

But in some ways, all dinosaurs were alike.

They all were reptiles. They all lived on land. They all laid eggs. They almost all had scaly skins. None of them had fur or hair.
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Reptiles are cold-blooded, usually scaly-skinned animals. Snakes, turtles, and lizards are reptiles.



The Age of Reptiles

Scientists think that the first dinosaur hatched over 225 million years ago. They say almost all the dinosaurs died about 65 million years ago. That means there were dinosaurs on earth for more than 160 million years!

Almost all the dinosaurs lived during what is called the Mesozoic (mez-uh-ZO-ick) Era. Scientists also call this time the “Age of Reptiles” or the “Age of Dinosaurs.”

Scientists divide the Mesozoic Era into three parts, or periods. The first is the Triassic (try-AA-sick) Period. The middle is the Jurassic (jur-AA-sick) Period. The last is the Cretaceous (krih-TAY-shus) Period.

Different kinds of dinosaurs lived in each period. The ones we know best today lived during the Jurassic and Cretaceous periods. That’s over 60 million years before the first human was born.

So how can we know about these dinosaurs if no human has ever actually seen one?

We know about them because they left their bones and teeth and footprints all over the world.
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