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What We’re Talking About

Gotham doesn’t stay on the mat for long, and that’s most certainly the case in 2011. After a rough 2008 and 2009, the city has staggered back to its feet. Are things as peachy as they were pre-recession? Not quite. But real-estate prices are starting to climb again, restaurants big and small are opening apace, and new neighborhoods are gentrifying. This city, which thrives on work, is very eager to get back to business.

Indeed, things are businesslike thanks to our mayor, Mike Bloomberg, now in his third and final term. Any major gripes locals may have had with City Hall seem mostly to be in the rearview mirror. As for the mayor, most of the time you’ll see bemusement at his gruff assessment of political problems in the city, from the Ground Zero mosque to MTA fare hikes. 

As always, the state of the city’s real estate is a top-of-mind for all New Yorkers. Despite hard times elsewhere in the country, prices continue to rise here. Rents in Manhattan are up, with vacancy a shade under 1 percent. Apartments in Manhattan, meanwhile, sell for an average of $1.33 million. So while Brooklyn continues to enjoy a steady influx, Manhattan is hot again among real-estate moguls in the know. The East Village keeps expanding east, SoHo keeps expanding west, and the Upper West Side gets more and more upper with each passing week.

On a more day-to-day level, a slice of pizza is usually $2.50, a glass of wine is rarely less than $10 (and can easily creep as high as $17), and a pack of cigarettes sets smokers back $11. Cab meters seem to hit $10 seconds after you get in, and even a bagel with a schmear is verging on $2 in some hoods.

What has really hit locals’ wallets hard is increases for subway and bus fares the Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA) has passed. A 12 to 2 vote at the end of 2010 bumped a single ride ticket to $2.50. Prices on 30-day unlimited cards made a 17 percent jump from $89 to $104. The only good news, if it can even be called that, is that a weekly unlimited pass—which tourists often rely upon heavily to sightsee—only went up $2 from $27 to $29.

So savvy New Yorkers are more attuned to bargains than ever before, signing up for restaurant discounts from Web sites like Groupon and Blackboard Eats, rummaging through the sales racks at the new airplane-hangar-size location of Century 21 in Queens, and taking advantage of free concerts on Governors Island in summer.

The TKTS booth, overhauled in 2008, is popular with locals and visitors to Times Square alike, and on weekends, many a New Yorker finds his or her way to the Brooklyn Flea, with its cool knickknacks, inexpensive furniture, and a wide array of affordable street food, from pupusas to lobster rolls.

Despite the rising cost of living, New Yorkers eat out just as much as ever, and many restaurants have transitioned to small plates as a way to offer a variety of options, big or small, depending on one’s appetite and checkbook.

As for Broadway, the lack of tourist dollars channeled to buy expensive tickets means that the Off Broadway scene is once again ascendant, with musicals such as Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson making the transition to the Great White Way.

Concerts are rife, from arena rockers at Madison Square Garden to the hottest new act at the Bowery Ballroom; heck, there’s even a distinct possibility that the Knicks will start winning again. (Don’t count on it.) In other words, things are on the way up.

As history will attest, New York is always changing into something new in response to a fresh set of challenges. Given the tiny residences, high prices, and complexities of daily living here, locals are resourceful, and they’re also capable of putting up with just about anything. Let us show you what we can do.

What We’re Talking About

What’s on a New Yorker’s plate these days? It’s probably something from the mind of one of the city’s two hottest restaurateurs, David Chang and Michael White. Chang is a media darling but continues to expand and evolve the Momofuku concept, while White has high-end Italian covered, from the seafood delights of Marea to the fried lardo of Osteria Morini.

Also on the foodie front, the food-truck craze is in full swing, and it’s hard to walk a couple of blocks in well-traversed neighborhoods without seeing at least one parked on the corner. Office workers love ‘em for fast, inexpensive, and often gourmet-quality lunches, as do tourists much for the same reason. Luckily, their addition hasn’t pushed the hot-dog and pretzel stands off the streets, although now intersections seem even more crowded.

Escaping the city in summer is something locals think about way in advance of the season, making plans early in the year for housing shares in the Hamptons or Fire Island. But for those without the means, the summertime hotspot of late is Governors Island. The short ferry ride, free concerts, easy biking, and cool history make it popular with out-of-towners and locals alike.

An unfortunate continually discussed topic—and the number of subway ads reveal its presence—is bedbugs. Street furniture is shunned, offices are fumigated, and relationships are ended over these tiny critters that can infest mattresses and often cost of fortune to get rid of. Bring it up and you’re sure to hear some strong opinions.
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When to Go

New York City weather, like its people, is a study in extremes. Much of winter brings bone-chilling winds and an occasional traffic-snarling snowfall, but you’re just as likely to experience mild afternoons sandwiched by cool temperatures.

In late spring and early summer, streets fill with parades and street fairs, and Central Park has free performances. Late-August temperatures sometimes claw skyward, bringing subway station temperatures over 100°F (no wonder the Hamptons are so crowded). This is why September brings palpable excitement, with stunning yellow-and-bronze foliage complementing the dawn of a new cultural season. Between October and May, museums mount major exhibitions, most Broadway shows open, and formal opera, ballet, and concert seasons begin.

[image: NYC_9780307928641_art_tc.gif]

Getting Around

Without a doubt, the best way to explore New York is on foot. No matter what neighborhood you’re headed to, you’ll get a better sense of it by wandering around; you can check out the architecture, pop into cool-looking shops and cafés, and observe the walk-and-talk of the locals. And if you get lost, you’ll find that New Yorkers are surprisingly helpful with directions.

Long gone are the days when New York’s subways were dangerous. It’s by far the city’s most efficient and cost effective way to get around, and it runs 24 hours a day. But the subway is by no means flawless: good luck understanding loudspeaker announcements on all but the newest trains. The floors are sticky, stations are sweltering in summer, and platforms are grimy year-round. In other words, it’s quite obvious that the subway is more than 100 years old. As you’d expect, it gets crowded during rush hours, when you’ll likely find that all the subway car seats are taken—and have to join your fellow riders in the particular New York sport of “strap-hanging.”

If you’ve got a long way to go and would rather be comfortable than thrifty, hail one of the ubiquitous yellow cabs that troll New York’s streets around the clock. You’ll be out $3 just for getting in, but you’ll get to look at the scenery as you go and talk to the driver (who might be from as far away as Bangladesh or Ukraine). Avoid trying to hail a cab between 4 and 4:30 pm, unless you want to do a lot of futile street-side arm waving; it’s when the drivers change shifts.

A Guide to the Grid

The map of Manhattan is, for the most part, easy to follow: north of 14th Street, streets are laid out in a numbered grid pattern. 

Numbered streets run east and west (crosstown), and broad avenues, most of them also numbered, run north (uptown) and south (downtown). 

The main exception is Broadway, which runs the entire length of Manhattan on a diagonal. Below 14th Street, street patterns get chaotic. 

In the West Village, West 4th Street intersects West 11th Street, Greenwich Street runs roughly parallel to Greenwich Avenue, and Leroy Street turns into St. Luke’s Place for one block and then becomes Leroy again. 

There’s an East Broadway and a West Broadway, both of which run north–south, and neither of which is an extension of Broadway, leaving even locals scratching their heads.

Street Smarts

Avoid deserted blocks in unfamiliar neighborhoods. A brisk, purposeful pace helps deter trouble wherever you go. New York City is a safe city, but it’s still a city, so keep jewelry out of sight on the street; better yet, leave valuables at home. Don’t wear gold chains or large jewelry, even if it’s fake.

When in bars or restaurants, never hang your purse or bag on the back of a chair or put it underneath the table.

Never leave any bags unattended, and expect to have yourself and your possessions inspected thoroughly in such places as airports, sports stadiums, museums, and city buildings. Police officers stationed by subway-token booths also reserve the right to check your bags before you pass through the turnstile to enter the platform.

Politely ignore panhandlers on the streets and subways, people who offer to hail you a cab (they often appear at Penn Station, the Port Authority, or the airport), and limousine and gypsy-cab drivers who (illegally) offer rides priced according to how desperate you look.

Knockoff wristwatches will keep excellent time until you’re about an hour away from the vendor, so don’t bother with them; ditto for pirated DVDs.

Opening Hours

Subways and buses run around the clock, and so do plenty of businesses—including restaurants, pharmacies, copy shops, and even fitness clubs (there’s no wait for a treadmill at 4 am). Other shops and services have more extensive hours than you’ll find elsewhere in the United States. For example, there are quite a few places where you can get groceries—or get your hair and nails done—at 11 pm. In general, though, you can safely assume that most shops are open seven days a week, from about 10 to 7 Monday–Saturday and from noon to 6 on Sunday. Bars generally close at 4 am, though some after-hours clubs are open later.

Money Saving Tips

Consider buying a CityPass, a group of tickets to six top-notch attractions in New York: the Empire State Building, the Guggenheim Museum, the American Museum of Natural History, the Museum of Modern Art, the Metropolitan Museum of Art (including the Cloisters), and Circle Line Cruises or admission to Liberty and Ellis islands. The $79 pass, which saves you half the cost of each individual ticket, is good for nine days from first use.

Discount coupons are available at the city’s official tourism marketing bureau, NYC & Company (www.nycvisit.com), near Times Square.
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                Lower Manhattan. Heavy-duty landmarks anchor the southern tip: Wall Street and the Financial District; the breezy waterfront parks of Battery Park City and historic South Street Seaport; ferry terminals dispatching boats out to Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty; and the gradually evolving construction site at Ground Zero, where thousands flock daily to pay their respects. To the north, Chinatown teems with street vendors selling
                    knockoff handbags. Brave the crowds and explore some of the less-traveled side streets to find Chinese herb shops, exceptional noodle joints, and Hong Kong cakes. The tony streets of TriBeCa, to the west, are broader and also quieter, but it does have a busy restaurant scene.
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                SoHo, NoLIta, and Little Italy. The only struggling creative types in SoHo these days are sidewalk merchants hawking canvases, handmade jewelry, and T-shirts; the superluxe shops dominate here. To the east, NoLIta has more tiny boutiques and restaurants. And to the south, Little Italy is a shrinking zone of red-sauce eateries and gelaterias.

                The East Village and the Lower East Side. Once an edgy neighborhood of artists and punks, now filled with a combination of artists, fashionable lawyers, and students, the East Village centers around the scruffy but beloved Tompkins Square Park. The neighborhood is one of the city’s best for eating, both in terms of variety and quality. To the south, the once seedier, now trendier Lower East Side (bounded by the Bowery, Clinton, Houston,
                    and Delancey streets) draws hipsters with live-music clubs, independent clothing shops, wine-and-tapas bars, and health-food joints.

                Greenwich Village, the West Village, Chelsea, and the Meatpacking District. Happily, artists with rent-controlled apartments, out-and-proud gays, and university students are still in the Village today, but because those town houses have become so expensive, residents also include wealthy media moguls, celebrities, and socialites. From 14th Street south to Houston and from the Hudson River east to 5th Avenue, the blocks are a jumble of jazz
                    clubs, posh restaurants, former speakeasies, and rainbow flags. Farther west, the once blue-collar Meatpacking District has evolved into a swanky clubbing and late-night restaurant scene for the young and scantily clad. Chelsea, like its namesake London district, has a small-town personality with big-city prices. Its leafy streets (which stretch from 14th to the upper 20s) are lined with renovated brownstones and spacious art galleries; its avenues (from 6th to the Hudson)
                    brim with restaurants, bakeries, bodegas, and men’s clothing stores. Chelsea has supplanted the Village as the center of gay life in the city.
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                Union Square, the Flatiron District, Gramercy Park, and Murray Hill. Bustling Union Square Park, bounded by 14th and 17th streets, Broadway, and Park Avenue, hosts the city’s best greenmarket four times a week. On the 14th Street edge are broad stone steps where break-dancers and other performers busk for onlookers. North, up Broadway, is Madison Square Park, beloved for its outdoor summer jazz concerts. Nearby are the preening mansions
                    and town houses of Gramercy in the East 20s, and of Murray Hill in the East 30s.

                Midtown. Chockablock with sightseeing blockbusters, this area holds Times Square and Rockefeller Center. Head to 42nd Street to see Times Square in all its neon, scrolling tickers, and massive-TV-screens glory. Towering office buildings continue to line Broadway going north, ending at Columbus Circle at the edge of Central Park. At Rockefeller Center you’ll find the justly famous ice rink and tree (in season), and nearby are ultraswank
                    Saks, Tiffany & Co., Henri Bendel, and Bergdorf Goodman, among others. St. Patrick’s Cathedral, on 5th Avenue, is a key landmark. Heading south will bring you to the stately New York Public Library (and the adjacent Bryant Park), Grand Central Terminal, and the Chrysler Building.
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                The Upper East Side. North of 59th Street, between 5th and Park avenues, the Upper East Side is home to more millionaires than any other part of the city. Historic-district designation has kept the tony mansions and apartment buildings intact and largely uninterrupted by “plebeian” structures. Tucked into this stretch of 5th are the Museum Mile and, a block east, Madison Avenue’s haute boutiques.

                Central Park. Fredrick Law Olmstead’s beautiful ode to the pastoral in the heart of New York, Central Park is where New Yorkers come to escape the bustle of the city. There’s a small zoo, a boathouse, and activities as diverse as rock climbing, softball, and Frisbee. And don’t forget getting a tan! The park starts at 59th Street and goes all the way to 110th at the north end; east to west, it runs from 5th to 8th avenues.

                The Upper West Side. In the shadow of ornate prewar buildings, sidewalks burst with stroller-pushing caregivers, dog walkers, joggers, and students. By day the dominant draw is the American Museum of Natural History; by night, Lincoln Center. Way north sit the eminently walkable Columbia University campus and the grounds of the Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine, with catacombs and wandering peacocks.

                Harlem. A hotbed of African-American and Hispanic-American culture for almost a century, Harlem still sizzles today. The brownstone-lined blocks between about 110th and 145th streets—many of which languished in the ’70s and ’80s—are being refurbished: Bill Clinton moved his post-presidency offices here in 2001. Chic boutiques and restaurants are popping up, and music venues from the 1920s and ’30s are still in full swing.
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                Brooklyn. Our largest borough counts among its stars Coney Island, Prospect Park, and the Brooklyn Botanic Gardens. Its ultra-distinct neighborhoods include the hipster Neverland Williamsburg, the Italian-American Carroll Gardens, and family-friendly Park Slope.
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                Queens, the Bronx, and Staten Island. Queens has pocket communities of Greeks, Indians, and Dominicans (among others), as well as Flushing Meadows, Citi Field, and excellent museums. including the newly redone Museum of the Moving Image, MoMa PS1, and the Noguchi Museum. The Bronx was best known for the old Yankee Stadium—it’s likely the new one will remain famous, too—but Arthur Avenue’s Italian restaurants, the New York Botanical Garden,
                    and the Bronx Zoo are no slouches. Staten Island harbors the famous Staten Island Ferry that residents use to commute and tourists hop on for the best—and free—view of the city’s skyline and the Statue of Liberty.
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Metropolitan Museum of Art

The largest art museum in the Western Hemisphere, the Met is—naturally—a mecca for art lovers of all stripes. Treasures from all over the world and every era of human creativity make up its expansive collection. It’s easy to get dizzy circling all the Dutch master canvases, bronze Rodins, and ancient Greek artifacts—but if you need a breather, you can always retire to the Temple of Dendur or the rooftop café.

Times Square

Times Square is the most frenetic part of New York City: a cacophony of flashing lights and shoulder-to-shoulder crowds that many New Yorkers studiously avoid. But if you like sensory overload, the chaotic mix of huge underwear billboards, flashing digital displays, on-location television broadcasts, and outré street performers will give you your fix. In an effort to make this headache-inducing mecca more traversable, Mayor Bloomberg banned cars on Broadway between 42nd and 49th streets in 2009, creating a pedestrian mall.

Empire State Building

From the 86th-floor observatory, which towers 1,050 feet above the city, you can see up to 80 mi away on a clear day (and it’s heated and air-conditioned, unlike the deck 16 stories farther up). The views at night are equally stunning, with the glittering city lights French architect Le Corbusier once called “a Milky Way come down to earth.” If you’re afraid of heights, gazing at the building from afar will still deliver a dose of dazzle—especially after dark, when it’s illuminated by colored lights that correspond to different holidays and events.

Museum of Modern Art

Described as a “modernist dream world” after its $425 million face-lift in 2004, MoMA has since become as famous for its architecture as for its collections. Yoshio Taniguchi, the Japanese architect responsible for the redesign, created newly spacious, soaring-ceiling galleries suffused with natural light, where masterpieces like Monet’s Water Lilies, Picasso’s Les Demoiselles d’Avignon, and van Gogh’s Starry Night can get the oohs and aahs they deserve. The museum’s restaurant next door, the Modern, is nearly as breathtaking.

Brooklyn Bridge

“A drive-through cathedral” is how critic James Wolcott described this, one of New York’s noblest and most recognized landmarks. Spanning the East River, the Brooklyn Bridge connects the island of Manhattan to the borough of Brooklyn (once an independent city, and still worth a visit in its own right). A leisurely hour’s stroll on the pedestrian walkway (which you’ll share with bicyclists, in-line skaters, and entrepreneurs selling bottled water) is an essential New York experience. Traffic is beneath you, and the views along the East River and of Manhattan’s Financial District are some of the best anywhere.

Statue of Liberty

Presented to the United States in 1886 as a gift from France, Lady Liberty is a near-universal symbol of freedom and democracy, standing 152 feet high atop an 89-foot pedestal on Liberty Island. You can get a taste of the thrill millions of immigrants must have experienced as you approach Liberty Island on the ferry from Battery Park. The statue’s crown was closed to visitors for almost eight years after the September 11 attacks, but reopened on July 4, 2009.

American Museum of Natural History

The towering, spectacularly reassembled dinosaur skeletons that greet you when you enter this museum are practically worth the (suggested) price of admission. But there’s tons more, including exhibits of ancient civilizations, animals both stuffed and living (don’t miss the live Butterfly Conservatory October–May), a hall of oceanic creatures overlooked by a 94-foot model of a blue whale, and space shows at the adjoining Rose Center for Earth and Space.

Central Park

The literal and spiritual center of Manhattan, Central Park has 843 acres of meandering paths, tranquil lakes, ponds, and open meadows. For equestrians, softball and soccer players, strollers, ice- and roller-skaters, rock climbers, bird-watchers, boaters, picnickers, and outdoor performers, it’s an oasis of fresh air and greenery that lets them forget—at least for a little while—the hustle and congestion of the city.

Bronx Zoo

One urban jungle deserves another. Only at the world’s largest urban zoo is there room for gorillas to lumber around a 6.5-acre simulated rain forest, or tigers and lions to roam nearly 40 acres of open meadows.

SoHo

The elegant cast-iron buildings, cobblestone streets, art galleries, chic boutiques, and swanky hotels make this a wonderful area in which to shop, drink, and dream of a more glamorous life.
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Though much of New York revolves around the distinctly adult pursuits of making and spending money, it’s also a great city for kids. Our top activities include the following:

American Museum of Natural History. The hands-down favorite for both visiting and local kids, this museum’s many exhibits could entertain most children for a week. The dinosaurs alone are worth the trip, as is the live Butterfly Conservatory that runs each year from October through May. You’ll also find an IMAX theater, ancient-culture displays, and wildlife dioramas with taxidermied creatures that hit the right mix of fascinating and creepy.

Bronx Zoo. The country’s largest metropolitan wildlife park is home to more than 4,000 animals, including endangered and threatened species. Plan to spend a whole day here, so your kids don’t have to choose between Congo Gorilla Forest and the Siberian cats at Tiger Mountain. Be sure to check out the World of Darkness, a black-lighted indoor exhibit of nocturnal creatures. Special tours with a docent for children can be arranged year-round.

Central Park Zoo. Three climatic regions—Rain Forest, Temperate Territory, and Polar Circle—are represented at this bite-size zoo. The rain-forest frogs, red pandas, and performing sea lions are all nifty—but the winner is the underwater viewing window into the polar bear pool.

Children’s Museum of Manhattan. Interactive exhibits in this five-floor museum change frequently—but they’re always fun. As well as visiting with TV friends like Dora the Explorer, your little ones can build castles in the sand laboratory, and—in warm weather—race boats on a zigzagging outdoor watercourse.

New York Aquarium. Alongside the creaky amusements of Coney Island, this aquarium is home to more than 10,000 marine species, including walrus, giant sea turtles, sand-tiger sharks, and sea otters.

New York Botanical Garden. Fifty gardens and plant collections fill this gorgeous 250-acre space; there are flowering rose and water-lily gardens in the warm months, and hothouses full of tropical flowers in winter. Don’t miss the Children’s Adventure Garden and its boulder maze.

Rose Center for Earth and Space. The appropriately space-age design of the new Hayden Planetarium (and its accompanying cosmos museum) has made waves among architects—but the thrilling daily space shows inside are a big bang with kids. The complex is part of the American Museum of Natural History, though planetarium tickets are sold separately.

Sony Wonder Technology Lab. The line to get into this futuristic fantasy world might be long (as well as having great interactive exhibits, the museum has free entry). But don’t worry—a slightly freaky talking robot will keep your kids entertained while they wait. Inside, there are more robots and image and sound labs where kids can record their own digital music, movies, and games.

South Street Seaport Museum. The fleet of historic square-riggers with looming masts might be the first thing to catch your children’s eyes—but there’s much more going on here, including weekend concerts, performances by storytellers and chantey singers, and special guided tours for families.
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The phrase “in a New York minute” is clichéd for a reason: in this wonderful, frenetic, and overwhelming city, things really do change in a flash. Even for those of us who live here, keeping up with the latest trends in fashion, art, music, food, and nightlife can be exhausting.

Thankfully, there are a few tricks to navigating this city—unspoken, hard-won bits of knowledge that help us locals get the most out of our hometown without driving ourselves crazy. And at the risk of compromising our New York credibility (after all, we consider ourselves members of an exclusive club and guard our secrets accordingly), we’ve decided to share those tricks here. Just don’t tell anyone we told you.

Getting Around Like a Local

First, when distance is involved, take the subway. Skip the horse-drawn carriages, called hansom cabs, that wait for fares around Central Park. A jaunt in one will leave you exposed to the elements; stalled in exhaust-filled traffic; guilt-ridden about the poor, plodding horse; and broke. Pedicabs aren’t of much use either, except for the novelty value.

When hailing a taxi, recognize which cabs to avoid flagging down. Don’t wave at cars whose rooftop lights aren’t illuminated; these already have passengers inside. Taxis whose roof lights are lighted only at the edges—not the center—are off-duty, and will rarely pick you up unless your destination is on their way to the garage.

Think twice about getting into a cab whose driver has cut across three lanes of traffic to get to you; if he’s willing to risk his life and the lives of others just to pick you up, he might not suddenly morph into a model of safe driving once you’re inside. Then again, he might be the only sure bet to get you to the airport when you’re running late.

Once you’re in a cab, know your passenger rights. Although your driver will likely careen at high speeds while simultaneously cursing, leaning on his horn, and chattering into his cell-phone headset, you’re entitled to ask him to slow down. You’re also allowed to ask him to turn off his phone or blaring car radio, and if he doesn’t comply, refrain from tipping him. Cabbies make almost nothing aside from tips, so tack 15% to 20% onto your fare after any satisfactory ride; all cabs are now required to take credit cards, too.

Lastly, hailing a cab between the hours of 4 and 6 pm is near impossible. It’s rush hour, when every workaday New Yorker is trying to get home, and available taxis are very scarce. They’re all but nonexistent between 4 and 4:30, when the driver shifts change, so don’t even waste your time trying to find one—head right for the subway or else hoof it.

Speaking of walking, it’s crucial that you be aware of the implicit rules of the New York City sidewalk. Most important, when walking here, move quickly. Realize that New Yorkers are like sharks: if they stop moving forward, they die (and if you stop moving, one might bite your head off). Unless you’re holding the hand of a small child, single file is the rule; walking two or three abreast will cause locals to jostle, sideswipe, and growl at you. Stopping on the sidewalk to take pictures of each other or consult your guidebook will also put you at risk for being hip-checked. If you need a moment to consult your map or text-message a friend, make like you’re on the highway: pull over and get out of the way.

Dining Like a Local

The first rule of New York eating is, forget the heavy breakfast—at least on weekdays. Although weekend brunches are popular—as the lines in front of restaurants on Saturday and Sunday attest—when the rest of the city is on the clock, it’s better to get up and go. Grab a cup of joe and a bagel from a café, a deli, or one of the ubiquitous sidewalk carts (they’re passably good), and walk around while you eat. This will give you more valuable exploring time (trust us, there’s too much to see to waste the whole morning lingering over omelets), and will also help you save money for the most important meal of the day: dinner.

While we’re on the subject, you should plan to eat dinner later than you ordinarily would—if you want to experience the real New York dining scene, that is. Most New York restaurants are empty around 6 pm and don’t fill up until at least 7:30 or 8, so if you eat early, you’ll have your pick of tables. Prime-time dinner reservations—between 8 and 10 pm—are the hardest to score, but will ensure that you’re surrounded by chic dining companions.

Of course, if you can’t get a good reservation (and you don’t have young kids in tow), you can always do what many savvy locals do: eat at the bar. You’ll get the same great food and people-watching, plus you’ll get to feel like an insider while other folks are still waiting for a table.

Going Out Like a Local

There’s one major rule New Yorkers abide by when hitting the nightspots: avoid, avoid, avoid the big clubs on Friday and Saturday nights. The only people you’re likely to see then are other visitors, the pickup artists trying to scam them, and kids too young to know better. Locals and A-listers go clubbing on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday—on weekends you’ll find them either at smaller, low-key bars and lounges or huddled in their apartments with Netflix and take-out Chinese.

When you do hit one of the superswanky spots in Chelsea or the Meatpacking District, don’t over- or underdress. If you’re female, don’t confuse “dressy” with “formal”; leave the cocktail dress at home and go for something casually sexy: tight, dark jeans, a classy-yet-revealing top, a fabulous handbag, and heels are almost always a safe bet, as is the classic N.Y.C. black. If you’re a guy, dress to impress—jeans are fine as long as they’re dark—but leave the baseball cap at home.
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Tickets to tapings of TV shows are free, but can be very hard to come by on short notice. Most shows accept advance requests by email, phone, or online—but for the most popular shows, like The Daily Show with Jon Stewart, the request backlog is so deep, you might even have to wait a few months before they’ll accept any new ones. Same-day standby tickets are often available—but be prepared to wait in line for several hours, sometimes starting at 5 or 6 am, depending on how hot the show is, or the wattage of that day’s celebrity guests.

The Shows

The Colbert Report. More tongue-in-cheek than the Daily Show (with a more knowing audience, too), Stephen Colbert leads his “nation” through shows Monday through Thursday. Check the Web site for dates with open tickets. Sign-up for standby tickets happens in front of the studio at 4 pm the day of the show. | 513 W. 54th St., between 10th and 11th Aves., Midtown West | 10019 | 212/586–2477 | www.colbertnation.com | Station: C, E to 50th St.

The Daily Show with Jon Stewart. The smirking, amiable, and incisive Jon Stewart pokes fun at news headlines on this half-hour cable show. The program tapes from Monday through Thursday; you can request advance tickets by checking the calendar on the Web site. For standby tickets, show up well before the 5:45 pm doors-open time. Audience members must be 18 or older. | 733 11th Ave., between W. 51st and W. 52nd Sts., Midtown West | 10019 | 212/586–2477 | www.thedailyshow.com | Station: C, E to 50th St.

Good Morning America. Robin Roberts and George Stephanopoulos host this early-morning news and entertainment standby. GMA airs live, weekdays from 7 to 9 am, and ticket requests (online only) should be sent four to six months in advance. | 7 Times Sq., at W. 44th St. and Broadway, Midtown West | 10036 | 212/930–7855 | abcnews.go.com/GMA/tickets-good-morning-america-audience/story?id=144752 | Station: 1, 2, 3, 7, N, Q, R, S to 42nd St./Times Sq.

Late Night with Jimmy Fallon. Jimmy Fallon is settling in nicely at 30 Rock—it helps when your house band is the Roots and when Justin Timberlake is a frequent visitor to your show. For tickets, call the Ticket Information Line for a maximum of four tickets, about one month in advance. Single standby tickets are available on taping days—Monday through Friday—at the West 49th Street side of 30 Rockefeller Plaza; arrive before 9 am. You must be 17 years or older. | 30 Rockefeller Plaza, Midtown West | 10112 | 212/664–3056 ticket information line | www.latenightwithjimmyfallon.com | Station: B, D, F, M to 47th–50th Rockefeller Center.

The Late Show with David Letterman. Letterman’s famously offbeat humor and wacky top-10 lists have had fans giggling for more than two decades. Call 212/247–6497 starting at 11 am on tape days—Monday through Thursday—for standby tickets. For advance tickets (two maximum), you can submit a request online or fill out an application in person at the theater. You must be 18 or older to sit in the audience. | Ed Sullivan Theater,1697 Broadway, between W. 53rd and W. 54th Sts., Midtown West | 10019 | 212/975–5853 | www.cbs.com/late_night/late_show/tickets | Station: 1, C, E to 50th St.; B, D, E to 7th Ave.

Live! with Regis and Kelly. The sparks fly on this morning program, which books an eclectic roster of guests. Standby tickets become available weekdays at 7 am at the ABC Studios (7 Lincoln Sq., corner of W. 67th St. and Columbus Ave., Upper West Side). Otherwise, write for tickets (four tickets maximum) a full year in advance or fill out a form online. Children under 10 aren’t allowed in the audience. | Live Tickets, Ansonia Station, Box 230-777 | 10023 | 212/456–3054 | Station: 1 to 66th St./Lincoln Center.

The Martha Stewart Show. Master baker, crafts maker, and champion of all “good things,” Martha Stewart hosts her show with a live studio audience and various celebrity guests. The program generally tapes weekdays at both 10 am and 2 pm. You can request tickets only through the Martha Stewart Web site. Often, show producers are recruiting for groups of people (like nurses, new moms, or brides-to-be), and if you fit that category, your chances of scoring tickets increase. Occasionally standby tickets are given out two hours before showtime. Audience members must be at least 10 years old. | 221 W. 26th St., between 7th and 8th Aves., Chelsea | 10001 | 212/727–1234 | www.marthastewart.com/get-tickets | Station: C or 1 to 23rd St.

Saturday Night Live. Influential from the start, SNL continues to captivate audiences. Standby tickets—only one per person—are distributed at 7 am on the day of the show at the West 49th Street entrance to 30 Rockefeller Plaza. You may ask for a ticket for either the dress rehearsal (8 pm) or the live show (11:30 pm). Requests for advance tickets (two per applicant) must be submitted by email only in August to snltickets@nbcuni.com; recipients are determined by lottery. You must be 16 or older to sit in the audience. | NBC Studios, Saturday Night Live,30 Rockefeller Plaza, between W. 49th and W. 50th Sts., Midtown West | 10020 | 212/664–3056 | Station: B, D, F, M to 47th–50th Sts./Rockefeller Center.

Today. America’s first morning talk–news show airs weekdays from 7 to 10 am in the glass-enclosed, ground-level NBC studio across from its original home at 30 Rockefeller Plaza. You may well be spotted on TV by friends back home while you’re standing behind anchors Meredith Vieira, Al Roker, and Matt Lauer. (If you bring a funny sign, you’re more likely to catch the cameraman’s attention.) | Rockefeller Plaza at W. 49th St., Midtown West | 10020 | Station: B, D, F, M to 47th–50th Sts./Rockefeller Center.

Tips

Prepare to have your pockets and bags checked before you enter, and leave the camera at home, as snapping a shot during a show—even with a camera phone—isn’t allowed.

Wear layers: TV studios blast the air-conditioning.

Sitting in a TV audience can be more boring than watching the show at home. You’ll have to wait intermittently while sets are changed and stars’ makeup is refreshed; if your seats are in back, you may feel far from the action.

Audience laughter is carefully orchestrated. There will be “Applause” signs signaling when to clap and staffers gesturing for you to laugh louder.
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If you think everything in New York costs too much, well, you’re right—almost. In fact, the city has tons of free attractions and activities; you just need to know where to look for them.

Outdoor Fun

Walk across the Brooklyn Bridge for a spectacular view of the Financial District, Brooklyn, the seaport, and Manhattan.

Ride the Staten Island ferry to see the Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island, and the southern tip of Manhattan from the water. Check out the spiffy Whitehall terminal in Manhattan, completed in 2005 after a $200 million renovation. The ferry is popular as an inexpensive date spot—the cafeteria on board is a surprisingly inexpensive place to buy beer and snacks. | Station: 1 to South Ferry; 4, 5 to Bowling Green.

Catch a free movie screening in Bryant Park in summertime. A tradition since 1992, watching films alfresco surrounded by tall Midtown buildings is a summertime rite of passage for New Yorkers. Bring a blanket and a picnic basket, and be prepared to stake out a good spot on the lawn well in advance. The park runs from 40th to 42nd streets between 5th and 6th avenues; movie schedules are posted on | www.bryantpark.org | Station: B, D, F, M to 42nd St.

Wander Battery Park City’s waterfront promenade. The breeze and passing boats will make you forget you’re in the gritty city, though the view of the Statue of Liberty will remind you that you couldn’t be anywhere but New York. | Station: 4, 5 to Bowling Green; 1 to South Ferry.

Kayak on the Hudson. The Downtown Boathouse gives free lessons and paddling tours, and there’s even an indoor-swimming-pool program to hone kayaking skills in winter months. The boats are distributed on a first-come, first-served basis, so cloudy days and early mornings are the best times to avoid the crowds. | Pier 40 at Houston St. | www.downtownboathouse.org| Station: B, D, F, M to 47th–50th Sts./Rockefeller Center.

Watch wannabe trapeze artists swing and soar at the Trapeze School New York (as shown on Sex and the City). They’ve helped locals and visitors alike make leaps of faith since 2002. | Pier 40 at Houston St. | www.trapezeschool.com| Station: A, C, E to Canal St.

Taste the goods at the Union Square Greenmarket (on Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday), where farmers offer samples of their organically grown produce, artisanal cheeses, and fresh bread. The Greenmarket, a hip outing for all, is often filled with families shopping for dinner, famous chefs choosing ingredients, and foodies stalking Food Network hosts. | Station: 4, 5, 6 to Union Sq.

Stroll the Coney Island boardwalk for some old-school kitsch (before it’s redeveloped into swanky condos). There are also plenty of annual events for free here, including the outrageous Mermaid Parade and the Fourth of July hot-dog-eating contest. | Station: B, F, N, Q to Stillwell Ave.

Check out the street performers around New York’s parks: break-dancing crews in Union Square, ragtime duets in Central Park, nutty unicyclists in Washington Square. Buskers in the subway are better than you’d expect—the MTA has a committee that vets official performers, with the top performers assigned to the busiest subway stops.

Smell the cherry blossoms in spring at the Central Park Conservatory; the pathways beneath the blossoming trees are gorgeous, and much closer than the botanical gardens in the outer boroughs. | 5th Ave. at 105th St. | Station: 6 to 103rd.

Music, Theater, and Dance

Watch tango dancers and jazz musicians outside Lincoln Center at the annual monthlong Out of Doors festival, held in August. It includes more than 100 performances of spoken word, beat boxing, and bigwigs like Dave Brubeck and Arlo Guthrie. | Station: 1 to 66th St./Lincoln Center.

Hit Central Park Summerstage for big-name performers like Afrobeat bandleader Seun Kuti and Columbia’s own Vampire Weekend. There’s also a second series of concerts in Brooklyn.

Catch rising stars in classical music, drama, and dance at the Juilliard School’s free student concerts (check www.juilliard.edu for a calendar of events). Free tickets are available at the Juilliard box office for theater performances; there’s also a line for standby an hour before the show. Smaller acts don’t require tickets beforehand. | 144 W. 65th St. | Station: 1 to 66th St./Lincoln Center.

Entertain thyself at Shakespeare in the Park, one of New York City’s most beloved events—80,000 watch each year. It’s been going strong since 1962, and shows usually feature celebrities earning their olde English acting chops. Get in line early at the Public Theater for a shot at tickets, or head to the Delacorte Theater in Central Park. | 425 Lafayette St. | Station: 6 to Astor Pl.

Get gratis giggles at the Upright Citizens Brigade Theatre’s comedy shows. The theater has moved a few times since 1999, but the improv comedy, inspired by Chicago’s Second City, remains sharp regardless of location. Professional comedians, including UCB cofounder and Saturday Night Live alumna Amy Poehler, are sprinkled in with amateurs during the shows. | 307 W. 26th St. | www.ucbtheatre.com| Station: A, C, E to 23rd St.

Art, Lit, and Architecture

Visit the Metropolitan Museum of Art. If you’ll believe it, the $20 entry fee is really a suggested donation. You can pay as much, or as little, as you wish. Smaller donations may get some eye-rolling from the cashier, but it’s a small price to pay for access to world-famous works. | 1000 5th Ave. at 80th St. | www.metmuseum.org | Station: 6 to 86th St.

Browse through the galleries scattered throughout the city. Chelsea’s full of expensive galleries with superstar artists, though things get edgier the closer you get to the West Side Highway; you’ll also find a trendy art scene in Williamsburg, Brooklyn.

Marvel at Grand Central Terminal’s spectacular main concourse. The ceiling painted with the constellations of the zodiac is one of the city’s treasures. | Station: 4, 5, 6 to Grand Central/42nd St.

Attend a reading at one of the city’s hundreds of bookstores. Night owls shouldn’t feel left out—they can attend readings of their own at bars like the Half King in Chelsea or Pete’s Candy Store in Brooklyn.

Explore the new MoMA on Friday between 4 and 8 pm, when the $20 entry fee is waived during Target Free Friday Nights. Tickets are not available in advance, so plan to wait in line. | 11 W. 53rd St., between 5th and 6th Aves. | www.moma.org | Station: E, M to 5th Ave./53rd St.; B, D, F to 47–50th St./Rockefeller Center.
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Midtown is the heart of the city during the workday. From every direction, people pour into the city to give it a jolt of energy. That vibrancy is intense, but is also an unmissable aspect of city life worth exploring for the average visitor. Midtown is home to many beautiful architectural sights, so don’t be embarrassed to look at them.

The East Side: from the United Nations to Grand Central

Start near the river, at New York City’s first glass-curtain skyscraper, the UN Building (760 United Nations Plaza), completed in 1949 and designed by Le Corbusier. (Technically, it’s not on New York’s land, but we still count it.) The iconic structure is a monument to diplomacy, though being the city’s first skyscraper isn’t all glory: the air-conditioning is famously persnickety in the summer months. Continuing west, you’ll pass the murals of the Daily News Building (220 E. 42nd) on the south side of the street. The lobby is home to a giant globe (from the era when the News had international correspondents) and murals are in the WPA-style, as the Art Deco building was finished in 1929. Also a can’t-miss: the Chrysler Building (405 Lexington Ave.), which out–Art Decos any other structure in New York. (Dig the wheels with wings in place of gargoyles on the exterior.) Continue walking and you’ll see Grand Central Terminal (1 E. 42nd St.), the largest train station in the world. This Beaux-Arts structure was saved from the wrecking ball by concerned citizens in the ’70s, a fate that similarly styled Penn Station didn’t escape. Peek inside for a look at the constellations painted on the soaring ceiling, for a nibble at the Grand Central Oyster Bar, or a cocktail at the swanky Campbell Apartment.

Midtown: Bryant Park and the New York Public Library

By the time you hit 5th Avenue, you’ll be staring at the lions that guard the New York Public Library (455 5th Ave.). Built in 1911, the structure is a hub of learning and hosts many lecture series throughout the year. It’s abutted by Bryant Park, which offers free Wi-Fi, ice skating in the winter, and films in the summer. It, too, was brought back from the dead during New York’s darkest days. There’s also the renovated Nat Sherman store (12 E. 42nd St.), which even has a room for smokers to sample their wares.

The West Side: The Heart of Times Square

Keep walking west and you’ll hit the razzle and dazzle of Times Square. It’s better than it’s ever been. No, not from Guiliani’s cleanup—those seedy days are long since past, and Disney predominates—but thanks to a series of pedestrian-friendly improvements, including the closure of some streets to traffic and the addition of lawn chairs, making it easy to navigate. Be sure to note the futuristic-looking 4 Times Square, where Anna Wintour of Vogue dictates the world of style from on high, and the kid-friendly confines of Madame Tussaud’s (234 W. 42nd St.). Finish off by seeing the lights of Broadway from the many theaters on this stretch between 8th and 9th avenues.
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Does Central Park make you think, “been there, done that”? Then head to the waterfront. Even New Yorkers are just discovering some of these new green getaways. And with those helpful city bike lanes, doing a tour from one to the next is a great full-day outing, with one-way bike rentals available at key spots along the route. If biking isn’t your thing, just hit the park to walk, kayak, watch stunning sunsets, or try to catch a free event from spring to fall.

The Hudson River Park

This 5-mi greenway park hugs the Hudson River from 59th Street to Battery Park. Although the park has a unified design, it’s divided into seven distinct sections that reflect the different neighborhoods just across the West Side Highway. The star attraction here—especially for kids—is the freshly refurbished Intrepid Sea, Air, and Space Museum at Pier 86 across from 46th Street. A few blocks south, the Circle Line and World Yacht offer boat tours of the Hudson. At piers 96 and 40, the Downtown Boat House (www.downtownboathouse.org) offers free kayaking. A classic summer experience is the free outdoor movies with popcorn shown on Wednesday and Friday nights at Pier 54. Chelsea Piers, the mammoth sports center between piers 59 and 61, offers bowling, a driving range, ice skating, even trapeze classes. At Pier 66 Boathouse you can take a two-hour $80 introductory sailing course with Hudson River Community Sailing (hudsonsailing.org). The park also sponsors free tours and classes, including free fishing. (Yes, fishing in N.Y.C.) For a calendar of events and activities, go to | www.hudsonriverpark.org.

Getting Here With its location across the West Side Highway, the Hudson River Park isn’t exactly easy to get to. Crosstown buses at 14th, 23rd, and 42nd will get you close, but you’ll still have to hike across the highway. At Pier 84 across from 44th Street, you can rent a bike at Bike and Roll with an option of dropping it off at any of its locations in Central Park, Riverside Park, or Battery Park.

Governors Island

A new addition to the city’s parks scene, this little island feels like a small New England town just 800 yards from N.Y.C.’s financial district. Tourists love the unparalleled views of the harbor and Lower Manhattan, and locals love the out-of-the-city experience. The 172-acre park, built in part from landfill from subway excavations, was a base for the U.S. Army and Coast Guard for almost two centuries. Until 2003 it was off-limits to the public, which could be why the 19th-century homes here are so well preserved. Anytime from May to October (when the park is open), you’ll find numerous weekend programs, including art showings, concerts, and family programs. Bikers take a bike over on the ferry or rent one on the island. The biking conditions are ideal, with 5 mi of car-free lanes (although you will have to watch for people movers!). For more information, including updated ferry schedules and a calendar of activities, go to | www.govisland.org.

Getting Here Governors Island is accessible by a pleasant seven-minute ferry ride that leaves from a dock at 10 South St., next to the Staten Island Ferry. (Don’t expect to get a seat for the trip!) By subway: 1 to South Ferry Station; 4, 5 to Bowling Green; or R, W to Whitehall St. Station. By bus: M1 (weekdays only), M6, M9, and M15.

The High Line

Another new attraction, the High Line was once an elevated railroad track that serviced the long-ago factories along the lower west side. Neglected and forgotten, it went through a dramatic conversion into a highly acclaimed park that integrates landscaping with witty rail-inspired design. Vegetation here includes 210 species of plants, trees, and shrubs intended to reflect the wild plants that flourished for decades after the tracks were abandoned in 1980. The park—30 feet above street level—is open between Gansevoort Street in the Meatpacking District to 20th Street, with another section extending up to 30th Street expected to open in 2010. The viaduct runs alongside and sometimes through buildings, including Chelsea Market. Wonderful sweeping views of the Hudson River and an extended sight line of the Meatpacking District are the highlights, but some visitors also report getting an eyeful of uninhibited couples at the nearby Standard Hotel. On Sunday at 2 pm during warm-weather months, the park offers guided tours. For more information and a calendar, go to | www.thehighline.org or call | 212/500–6035.

Getting Here The High Line is accessible at Gansevoort, 14th, 16th, 18th, and 20th streets with elevator access at 14th and 16th. Sorry, the elevated route is strictly for pedestrians, so park that bike and walk. The High Line is two blocks west of the subway station at 14th Street and 8th Avenue, which is served by the L/A/C/E. You can also take the C/E to 23rd Street and walk two blocks west. The 1/2/3 stops at 14th Street and 7th Avenue, three blocks away. By bus: M11 to Washington Street, M11 to 9th Avenue, M14 to 9th Avenue, M23 to 10th Avenue, M34 to 10th Avenue.

Battery Park City

Built over the past 30 years on landfill jutting out into the Hudson River, Battery Park City is a high-rise residential neighborhood split in two by the World Financial Center and its marina. Although the Hudson River Park promenade borders BPC alongside the West Side Highway, locals prefer the route that follows the river’s edge through BPC—it’s the more scenic path heading to the World Trade Center site from Battery Park. In South Battery Park City you’ll pass by the Museum of Jewish Heritage, at 36 Battery Place. Nearby are several reasonably priced outdoor restaurants with stunning views of the Statue of Liberty. Gigino at Wagner Park (20 Battery Pl. | 212/528–2228) offers Italian cuisine, and reservations for the outside patio are a must. Or skip the food in favor of high art; public exhibits are scattered throughout BPC. In Wagner Park, Louise Bourgeois has created Eyes, two large balls that represent oversize, ahem, body parts. At Vesey Street is the Irish Hunger Memorial by artist Brian Tolle, which includes an Irish cottage dismantled stone by stone and reassembled here. And in Rockefeller Park at Chambers Street, Tom Otterness has created The Real World, a popular collection of whimsical—and dark—bronze sculptures, including tiny workers rolling giant pennies.

Getting Here By subway: South Battery Park: 1, R to Rector Place; 4, 5 to Wall Street. North Battery Park: 1, 2, 3, A, C to Chambers Street; E to World Trade Center. By bus: M9, M20, M22.

Previous Chapter | Beginning of Chapter | Next Chapter | Table of Contents








[image: Sightseeing New York City]



Previous Chapter | Next Chapter | Table of Contents

Taking a guided tour is a good idea, even if you prefer flying solo. It will help you get your bearings in this city, and it’s a great way to investigate out-of-the-way areas, or learn about a particular facet of the city’s history, inhabitants, or architecture.

Boat Tours

A Circle Line Cruise (Pier 83 at W. 42nd St., Midtown West | 212/563–3200 | www.circleline42.com) around Manhattan Island is one of the best ways to get oriented in the city. The three-hour, 35-mi circumnavigation gives a good sense of where things are. The cruises run at least once daily; the cost is $35 per person (there’s also a shorter, two-hour “semi-Circle” option available for $31).

Manhattan By Sail (North Cove Marina, Lower Manhattan | 10280 | 212/619–0885 | www.shearwatersailing.com) has an 82-foot yacht dating from the 1920s, sails from the North Cove Marina at the World Financial Center and makes daily 90-minute public sails and Sunday brunch sails from mid-April through mid-October. They also offer two-hour sunset sails in June, July, and August. Reservations are advised, but they can be made only a maximum of two weeks in advance for sunset sails. Fares start at $45.

Bus Tours

Gray Line New York (777 8th Ave., between 47th and 48th Sts., Midtown West | 800/669–0051 | www.graylinenewyork.com) runs a number of “hop-on, hop-off” double-decker bus tours in various languages, including a downtown Manhattan loop, upper Manhattan loop, Brooklyn loop, and evening tours of the city. Packages include entrance fees to attractions.

Walking Tours

Big Onion Walking Tours (212/439–1090 | www.bigonion.com) lead themed tours such as “Irish New York” and “Jewish Lower East Side,” as well as famous multiethnic eating tours and guided walks through every neighborhood from Harlem to the Financial District and Brooklyn. Tours run daily and cost $15; add $5 for tours that include stops to eat.

Joyce Gold (212/242–5762 | www.nyctours.com) has been conducting neighborhood walking tours since 1976. Her theme walks, such as “Gangs of New York and the Bloody Five Points,” and “Hell Ain’t Hot: This Here’s Hell’s Kitchen,” run on weekends and cost $15.

The Municipal Art Society (212/935–3960, 212/439–1049 recorded information | www.mas.org) conducts walking tours that emphasize architecture and history. The cost is $15 per person. MAS also runs two weekly tours: downtown Manhattan on Tuesday, and Grand Central Station on Wednesday. Weekly tours begin at 12:30; there’s a $10 suggested donation.

New York City Cultural Walking Tours (212/979–2388 | www.nycwalk.com) have covered such topics as buildings’ gargoyles and the Millionaire’s Mile of 5th Avenue. Two-hour public tours run on some Sundays from March to December, and are $15 per person (no reservations needed); private tours can be scheduled throughout the week at $60 per hour (most tours run about three hours).

New York Food Tours (917/617–7158 | www.foodtoursofny.com) offers walking tours for the foodie on the go. Options include “The Freakiest and Funniest Food” and a “Chinatown Discovery” tour. Prices start at $43 for 2½ hours of walking and noshing.
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                Updated by Arthur Bovino

                Pirates, rogue politicians, upwardly mobile go-getters, robber
                    barons, scrappy entrepreneurs, and roaming packs of pigs scouring the streets
                    for garbage: what does this motley crew have in common? They’re the citizenry
                    that built and inhabited the southern tip of Manhattan in various eras, and in
                    varying combinations.

                Lower Manhattan, or in the parlance of New Yorkers emphatically
                    giving directions to tourists, “all the way downtown,” has long been where the
                    action—or transaction—is. Back when the neighborhood was the village of New
                    Amsterdam (1626–47), its director-general, Peter Minuit, made the quintessential
                    deal on behalf of the Dutch, trading knives, tools, and cloth to an Algonquin
                    tribe, the Canarsees, for all of Manhattan (that he bought it for $24 is more or
                    less an urban myth).

                In 1789, a year before New York City lost its title as America’s
                    capital, George Washington was sworn in as the nation’s first president at
                    Federal Hall, where, two years later, Congress ratified the Bill of Rights.

                Little is left from Manhattan’s colonial era, however: apart from a
                    precious few structures built in the 1700s, the 19th-century brick facades of
                        South Street Seaport are about as old as it gets
                    here. As you’ll notice immediately, the neighborhood has largely given way to
                    the sometimes intimidating (and on weekends, seemingly deserted)
                    skyscraper-lined canyons of the Financial District on
                    Wall Street and lower Broadway. Bounded by the East
                    and Hudson rivers to the east and west, respectively, and by Chambers Street and
                        Battery Park to the north and south, this is an
                    area you can fully and best appreciate by walking its streets.

                You’ll want to see what’s here, but above all you’ll want to see
                    what’s not, most notably in that empty but evolving gulf among skyscrapers:
                        the World Trade Center site, known as Ground Zero.

                The southern tip has often served as a microcosm for a city that
                    offers as many first shots as it does second chances, so it’s appropriate that
                    it’s the key point of departure for the Statue of
                        Liberty and Ellis Island. This experience
                    should never be dismissed as too touristy. Like nothing else, the excursion will
                    remind you that this is a city of immigrants and survivors.

                The city’s downtown neighborhoods give you a close-up of the many
                    cultures of Manhattan. Tucked to the west, south of Canal Street, residential
                        TriBeCa (triangle below Canal Street) has a
                    quieter vibe and owes some of its cred to Robert De Niro, whose investments in
                    the area include the TriBeCa Grill and the nonprofit TriBeCa Film Center. Unlike
                    nearby SoHo (south of Houston) and NoLIta’s (north of Little Italy) in-your-face
                    commercial presence, TriBeCa keeps more to itself. And although TriBeCa’s money
                    is hidden away behind grand industrial facades, you can get a taste of it at one
                    of the posh neighborhood restaurants or when the stars turn out for the annual
                    TriBeCa Film Festival in spring.

                Chinatown, by contrast, is a living,
                    breathing, anything-but-quiet ethnic enclave: a quarter of the city’s 400,000
                    Chinese residents live here above storefronts crammed with souvenir shops and
                    restaurants serving every imaginable regional Chinese cuisine, from modest
                    dumplings to sumptuous Hong Kong feasts. What started as a 7-block area has
                    morphed into more than 40 blocks above and below Canal
                        Street with tea shops, restaurants, Buddhist temples, herbalists,
                    acupuncturists, and pungent open-air markets.

                Planning

                Making the Most of Your Time

                Visit Lower Manhattan during business hours on a weekday to capture
                    the district’s true vitality—but expect to be jostled on the crowded sidewalks
                    if you stand still too long or walk too slowly.

                On weekends you could feel like a lone explorer in a canyon of
                    buildings in the Financial District. If you look, you can find some spots for
                    good food and nightlife, but the neighborhood largely shuts down at night. End
                    your visit by watching the sunset over the Hudson River.

                Chinatown is lively pretty much any time of day, but more so on
                    weekends, when there’s so much sidewalk shopping, you’ll likely have to walk in
                    the street.

                Getting Here and Around

                Many subway lines service this area. The Fulton
                    Street/Broadway-Nassau station, serviced by nine different subway lines, puts
                    you within walking distance of City Hall, South Street Seaport, and the World
                    Trade Center site

                If Chinatown is your downtown destination, don’t even think of
                    driving—its cramped streets and heavy congestion make it a tough place to
                    navigate and an even more disastrous place to park. The subway is a better idea,
                    with the J, N, R, Q, Z, and 6 (Canal Street) and the B and D (Grand Street) all
                    serving the area. The 1 subway line stops in the heart of TriBeCa (Franklin
                    Street).
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                The Battery’s Down

                The best piece of navigational advice about the city still resides in
                    the tune “New York, New York” (the one from the musical On
                        the Town): “The Bronx is up and the Battery’s down.” But once you
                    head down (take the 4 or 5 train to the Bowling Green stop at Broadway and
                    Battery Place, the 1 train to South Ferry, or the R train to Whitehall), you’ll
                    want a clue about what’s actually down here.

                Perhaps mercifully, after all your walking as well as standing on
                    buses and trains with no available seats, Battery Park
                    has plenty of places to sit, including tiers of wood benches that line the
                    promenade facing New York Harbor. On a reasonably clear day you’ll be able to
                    see Governors Island, a former Coast Guard
                    installation now managed by the National Park Service; a hilly Staten Island in
                    the distance; the Statue of Liberty; Ellis Island; and the old railway terminal in Liberty
                    State Park, on the mainland in Jersey City, New Jersey.

                Your key point of interest within the park, as well as where to buy
                    tickets for the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island, is Castle
                        Clinton National Monument, once a fort intended as a defense against
                    the British, though the castle’s cannons were never fired in war. The building
                    saw far more action in later centuries as an opera house, an aquarium, and a
                    processing center for immigrants. In 2005 the Bosque Gardens by landscape artist
                    Piet Oudulf were opened, as was the Spiral Fountain, with 35 illuminated and
                    interactive jets.

                The northern tip of Battery Park skims Bowling
                        Green, New York’s first public park and a great place with fantastic
                    views. On Bowling Green’s south side a warren of blocks contain additional
                    remnants of New York’s colonial history, including Fraunces
                        Tavern, established in 1762. It was the hostelry of Samuel Fraunces,
                    George Washington’s steward and one of the colonial era’s most prominent black
                    New Yorkers. George Washington was fond of the tavern, and the American
                    Revolution was in part planned here. History buffs will want to view the
                    American Revolution and other early New York City collections in the Fraunces Tavern Museum, which includes four 19th-century
                    buildings in addition to the 18th-century Fraunces Tavern building. 

                Show Me the Money

                Late in the evening of December 15, 1989, sculptor Arturo Di Modica
                    left a 7,000-pound surprise gift for N.Y.C. under the Christmas tree in front of
                    the New York Stock Exchange—his bronze Charging
                        Bull statue. The bull quickly became the icon of Wall Street. Ask New
                    Yorkers who don’t frequent the downtown area where the statue is and they’ll
                    usually tell you it’s somewhere on Wall Street near the stock exchange. But the
                    statue actually resides in Bowling Green, where it was moved after police
                    complained that it was blocking traffic in its original location. Since the city
                    never commissioned it, the bull is still officially dubbed a “temporary
                    installation.”

                After you pose for snapshots with the bull, head northeast to Wall Street, one of the most famous thoroughfares in the
                    world. The epicenter of Wall Street is—you guessed it—the New
                        York Stock Exchange, at the intersection of Wall and Broad streets.
                    The stock exchange traces its beginnings to a group of brokers who, in 1792,
                    shortly after Alexander Hamilton issued the first bonds in an attempt to raise
                    money to cover Revolution-caused debt, were in the habit of meeting under a
                    buttonwood tree that once grew on Wall Street. The exchange isn’t open to
                    visitors, but there is a related museum at the Federal Hall
                        National Memorial. Look at the facade of 23 Wall Street, just across
                    from the exchange. The deep pockmarks and craters were created on September 16,
                    1920, when, at noon, a horse-drawn wagon packed with explosives detonated in
                    front of the building, killing 33 people and injuring 400. Those responsible
                    were never apprehended, and no one ever claimed credit for what was the worst
                    terrorist attack on American soil until the Oklahoma City bombing and later
                    9/11.

                Marking Wall Street’s far west end is Trinity
                        Church, whose parish was founded by King William III of England in
                    1697. Trinity’s burial ground serves as a resting place for a half-dozen
                    notables, including Alexander Hamilton.

                If you get tuckered out, do as the locals do and hit the spa. The
                        Wall Street Bath & Spa (88 Fulton St.  | 212/766–8600) offers
                    old-school saunas and plunging pools for $32.50 a day. Those with bigger bonuses
                    should snag an appointment at the Setai Spa (40 Broad St., 3rd floor above SHO restaurant  | 212/363–5418). The luxurious massages and facials make
                    for excellent top-tier pampering.

                The Street of Ships

                It’s hard to see history in Lower Manhattan’s rebuilt and bustling
                    streets. But at South Street Seaport history is right
                    in your face. The seaport was created to time-warp visitors back to the days
                    when N.Y.C. was a bustling nautical town, and it succeeds in part. Its spiffy
                    little fleet does bring you back to the 19th century, when tall ships sailed
                    from South Street, a time when pirates—Captain Kidd had a house near the
                    wharves—and merchants walked the cobblestone streets and warehouses held
                    treasures from exotic ports. What the seaport, in all its scrubbed tourist
                    beauty, does not include among its careful restorations are the gambling houses,
                    brothels, and saloons that were once so common in this area.
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                Top Attractions In the Financial
                    District and South Street Seaport

                Battery Park.
Jutting out at
                    the southernmost point of Manhattan, tree-filled Battery Park is a respite from
                    the narrow, winding, and (on weekdays) jam-packed streets of the Financial
                    District. Even if you don’t plan to stay for long, carve out a couple of minutes
                    from sightseeing time to sit on a bench and take in the view, which includes the
                    Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island. On crystal-clear days you can see all the
                    way to Port Elizabeth’s cranes, which seem to mimic Lady Liberty’s stance. Of
                    course, looking away from the water and toward the buildings, there’s a feeling
                    that you’re at the beginning of the city, and a sense of all the possibility it
                    offers just a few blocks in.

                The park’s main structure is Castle Clinton
                        National Monument, the ticket-office site and takeoff point for
                    ferries to the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island. This monument was once 200
                    feet off the southern tip of the island, located in what was called the
                    Southwest Battery, and was erected during the War of 1812 to defend the city.
                    (The East Battery sits across the harbor on Governors Island.) As dirt and
                    debris from construction were dumped into the harbor, the island expanded,
                    eventually engulfing the landmark. Later, from 1855 to 1890, it served as
                    America’s first official immigration center (Ellis Island opened in 1892).

                The interior of the park is loaded with monuments and statues,
                    including The Sphere, which for three decades stood
                    on the plaza at the World Trade Center as a symbol of peace. Damaged but still
                    intact after the collapse of the towers, it serves as a temporary memorial to
                    those who lost their lives.

                The southern link in a chain of parks connecting Battery Park north
                    to Chambers Street, Robert F. Wagner Jr. Park has
                    a flat, tidy lawn and wide benches from which to view the harbor or the stream
                    of runners and in-line skaters on the promenade. A brick structure that holds
                    public bathrooms and a restaurant provides additional views from its flat roof.
                    | Broadway and Battery Pl.,
                    Lower Manhattan | 10004 |
                        Subway:
                    4, 5 to Bowling Green.

                Fodor’s Choice | Brooklyn Bridge.
“A drive-through
                    cathedral” is how the critic James Wolcott described one of New York’s noblest
                    and most recognized landmarks. “The best, most effective medicine my soul has
                    yet partaken,” said Walt Whitman upon seeing the nearly completed bridge. It
                    spans the East River, connecting Manhattan and Brooklyn. A walk across its
                    promenade—a boardwalk elevated above a roadway and shared by pedestrians,
                    in-line skaters, and cyclists—takes about 40 minutes from the heart of Brooklyn
                    Heights to Manhattan’s civic center. It’s worth traversing for the astounding
                    views. | Lower Manhattan | Subway:
                    4, 5, 6 to Brooklyn Bridge/City Hall; J, Z to Chambers St.;
                        A, C to High St.–Brooklyn Bridge.

                Fodor’s Choice | Ellis Island.
Between 1892 and 1924
                    approximately 12 million men, women, and children first set foot on U.S. soil at
                    the Ellis Island federal immigration facility. By the time the facility closed
                    in 1954, it had processed ancestors of more than 40% of Americans living today.
                    The island’s main building, now a national monument, reopened in 1990 as the
                        Ellis Island Immigration Museum, which is
                    divided into four major exhibit areas with numerous galleries containing
                    artifacts, photographs, and taped oral histories. The centerpiece of the museum
                    is the white-tile Registry Room (also known as the Great Hall). It feels
                    dignified and cavernous today, but photographs show that it took on a multitude
                    of configurations through the years, always packed with humanity undergoing one
                    form or another of screening. While you’re there, take a look out the Registry
                    Room’s tall, arched windows and try to imagine what passed through immigrants’
                    minds as they viewed Lower Manhattan’s skyline to one side and the Statue of
                    Liberty to the other. Because there’s so much to take in, it’s a good idea to
                    make use of the museum’s interpretive tools. Check at the visitor desk for free
                    film tickets, ranger tour times, and special programs. The audio tour is worth
                    its $8 price: it takes you through the exhibits, providing thorough, engaging
                    commentary interspersed with recordings of immigrants themselves recalling their
                    experiences. Along with the Registry Room, the museum’s features include the
                    ground-level Railroad Ticket Office, which has several interactive exhibits and
                    a three-dimensional graphic representation of American immigration patterns; the
                    American Family Immigration History Center, where you can search Ellis Island’s
                    records for your own ancestors (for a $5 fee); and, outside, the American
                    Immigrant Wall of Honor, where the names of more than 700,000 immigrant
                    Americans are inscribed along a promenade facing the Manhattan skyline. (For
                    $150 you can add a family member’s name to the wall.) | 212/363–3200 Ellis Island, 212/561–4500 Wall of Honor information |
                        www.ellisisland.org | Free 
                    | 877/523–9849 ferry, $12 round-trip  | www.statuecruises.com
                     | Daily 9–5:15, extended hrs in summer (current hrs
                        online at www.nps.gov/elis/planyourvisit/hours.xhtml. 

                Federal Hall National
                    Memorial.
It’s a museum now, but this site has a most notable claim:
                    George Washington was sworn in here as the first president of the United States
                    in 1789, when the building was Federal Hall of the new nation. When the city
                    lost capital rights to Philadelphia in 1790, Federal Hall reverted to New York’s
                    City Hall, then was demolished in 1812 when the present City Hall was completed.
                    The museum within covers 400 years of New York City’s history, with a focus on
                    the life and times of what is now the city’s Financial District. You can spot
                    this building easily—it was modeled on the Parthenon, and a statue of George
                    Washington is planted quite obtrusively on the steps. | 26
                        Wall St., at Nassau St.,
                    Lower Manhattan | 10005 |
                        212/825–6990 | www.nps.gov/feha | Free | Weekdays 9–5 |
                        Subway:
                    1, 4, 5, N, R to Rector; 2, 3 to Wall St.; J, Z to Broad
                        St.

                Governors Island.
If visiting
                    from May to October, take a quick ferry ride over to this charming park—which
                    looks like a small New England town—popular with locals for its bike and running
                    trails, festivals, art shows, concerts, and family programs. Wouter Van Twiller,
                    a representative for Holland, supposedly purchased the island for his private
                    use in 1637 from Native Americans for two ax heads, a string of beads, and a
                    handful of nails. It was confiscated by the Dutch a year later, and for the next
                    decade its ownership switched back and forth between the Dutch and British until
                    the Brits gained firm control of it in the 1670s. The island was officially
                    named in 1784 for “His Majesty’s Governors”, and was used by the American
                    military until the 1960s, when the Coast Guard took it over. After their
                    facilities were abandoned in 1995, the island was purchased by the public in
                    2002 and welcomed visitors in 2003. The free ferry to the island departs from
                    the Battery Maritime Building. | 10 South St.,
                    Lower Manhattan | Free | June–Oct., Fri. 10–5; weekends
                        10–7 | Subway:
                    1 to South Ferry station; 4, 5 to Bowling Green; R to
                        Whitehall Street.

                Fodor’s Choice | Ground Zero.
Although the World Trade
                    Center grounds remain largely a construction site, people continue to visit and
                    reflect on the tragedy of September 11, 2001, and the heroic acts of rescue
                    workers and average New Yorkers that fiercely united the city in the aftermath.
                    Dubbed Ground Zero, the fenced-in 16-acre work site that emerged from the rubble
                    has come to symbolize the personal and historical impact of the attack. A steel
                    “viewing wall” now encircles the site, bound on the north and south by Vesey and
                    Liberty streets, and on the east and west by Church and West streets. Along the
                    east wall are panels that detail the history of Lower Manhattan and the WTC site
                    before, during, and after September 11. There are also panels bearing the names
                    of those who perished on 9/11/01 and during the 1993 World Trade Center
                    attack.

                After years of delays, the process of filling the massive void at
                    Ground Zero is well under way. Reflecting Absence, the World Trade Center
                    memorial designed by Michael Arad and Peter Walker, will be set in an oak-filled
                    plaza. Water will cascade down into two subterranean reflecting pools outlining
                    the twin towers’ original footprints, and then tumble down into smaller square
                    holes at the center of each pool. A museum and visitor center will be built
                    below the plaza surface. In 2009 a preview site opened at 20 Vesey Street, where
                    visitors can learn about the plans for the memorial.

                The memorial plaza will be bordered by four distinct new skyscrapers:
                    the 1,776-foot Freedom Tower, and Towers 2, 3, 4, all designed by famous
                    architects. The site will also include a performing arts center designed by
                    Frank Gehry. An estimated date for the finished construction of the Freedom
                    Tower is 2013, with other buildings following.

                The corner of Vesey and Church streets is a good starting point for
                    viewing Ground Zero; walk clockwise around the site. The main viewing area is on
                    Liberty Street, but you’ll have a better view from the two pedestrian bridges to
                    the World Financial Center as well as in the WFC itself. | Between Trinity and West Sts. and Vesey and Liberty
                        Sts.,
                    Lower Manhattan | 10281 |
                        212/267–2047 for the preview site | Subway:
                    1, R to Rector St.; 2, 3, 4, 5, A, C, J, Z to Fulton
                        St./Broadway-Nassau; E to World Trade Center/Church St. | www.national911memorial.org.

                New York Stock Exchange
                    (NYSE).
Unfortunately you can’t tour it, but it’s certainly worth
                    ogling. At the intersection of Wall and Broad streets, the exchange is
                    impossible to miss. The neoclassical building, designed by architect George B.
                    Post, opened on April 22, 1903. It has six Corinthian columns supporting a
                    pediment with a sculpture titled Integrity Protecting the
                        Works of Man, featuring a tribute to what were then the sources of
                    American prosperity: Agriculture and Mining to the left of Integrity; Science,
                    Industry, and Invention to the right. The Exchange was one of the world’s first
                    air-conditioned buildings. | 11 Wall St.,
                    Lower Manhattan | 10005 |
                        Subway:
                    1, 4, 5, N, R to Rector; 2, 3 to Wall St.; J, Z to Broad
                        St. 

                South Street Seaport Historic
                        District.
Had this charming cobblestone corner of the city not
                    been declared a historic district in 1977, the city’s largest concentration of
                    early-19th-century commercial buildings would have been destroyed. But take note
                    that this area is mobbed with tourists, and if you’ve been to Boston’s Quincy
                    Market or Baltimore’s Harborplace, you may feel a flash of déjà vu—the same
                    company leased, restored, and adapted the existing buildings, preserving the
                    commercial feel of centuries past. The result blends a quasi-authentic historic
                    district with a homogenous shopping mall.

                The Fulton Fish Market first opened in South Manhattan in 1807.
                    Starting in 1939 it was housed in the New Market Building, just north of the
                    Seaport. But that closed in 2005 when operations were moved to a new
                    400,000-square-foot facility in Hunt’s Point in the Bronx.

                At the intersection of Fulton and Water streets, the gateway to the
                    seaport, is the Titanic Memorial, a small white lighthouse
                    that commemorates the sinking of the RMS Titanic in
                    1912. Beyond the lighthouse, Fulton Street turns into a busy pedestrian mall. On
                    the south side of Fulton is the seaport’s architectural centerpiece, Schermerhorn Row, a redbrick terrace of Georgian-
                    and Federal-style warehouses and countinghouses built from 1811 to 1812. Some
                    upper floors house gallery space, and the ground floors are occupied by upscale
                    shops, bars, and restaurants. Cross South Street, once known as the Street of
                    Ships, under an elevated stretch of FDR Drive to Pier
                        16, where historic ships are docked, including the Pioneer, a 102-foot schooner built in 1885; the Peking, the second-largest sailing bark in existence;
                    the iron-hulled Wavertree; and the lightship Ambrose. The Pier 16 ticket booth provides information
                    and sells tickets to the museum, ships, tours, and exhibits. Pier 16 is the
                    departure point for various seasonal cruises.

                To the north is Pier 17, a multilevel
                    dockside shopping mall filled mostly with national chain retailers. The
                    weathered-wood decks at the rear of the pier are a choice spot from which to
                    catch sight of the river, with views as far north as Midtown Manhattan and as
                    far south as the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge.

                Also, at 12 Fulton Street, is the main lobby of the South Street Seaport Museum (212/748–8600 | www.seany.org | Apr.–Dec., Tues.–Sun. 10–6; Jan.–Mar., Fri.–Mon. 10–5 [all
                        galleries open; ships open noon–4, weather permitting]), which hosts
                    walking tours, hands-on exhibits, and fantastic creative programs for children,
                    all with a nautical theme. You can purchase tickets at either 12 Fulton Street
                    or Pier 16 Visitors Center ($15). | South Street
                        Seaport,
                    Lower Manhattan | 10038 |
                        212/732–7678 events and shopping information |
                        www.southstreetseaport.com | Free;
                        $8 to ships, galleries, walking tours, Maritime Crafts Center, films, and
                        other seaport events | Subway:
                    2, 3, 4, 5, A, C, J, Z to Fulton
                    St./Broadway-Nassau.

                Staten Island Ferry.
About
                    70,000 people ride the ferry every day, and you should be one of them. Without
                    having to pay a cent, you get great views of the Statue of Liberty, Ellis
                    Island, and the southern tip of Manhattan. You’ll pass tugboats, freighters, and
                    cruise ships—a reminder that this is still a working harbor. The boat embarks
                    from the Whitehall Terminal at Whitehall and South streets, near the east end of
                    Battery Park. The ferry provides transport to Staten Island, one of the city’s
                    boroughs. But if you don’t want to visit Staten Island, you can usually remain
                    on board for the return trip. Occasionally a boat is taken out of service for a
                    while; if you’re told to disembark, walk down the main gangplank (the same one
                    you used when you came aboard), enter the terminal, and catch the next boat back
                    to the city. | Lower Manhattan | www.siferry.com | Subway:
                    1 to South Ferry; R to Whitehall St.; 4, 5 to Bowling
                        Green.

                Fodor’s Choice | Statue of Liberty.
For millions of
                    immigrants, the first glimpse of America was the Statue of Liberty. You get a
                    taste of the thrill they must have experienced as you approach Liberty Island on
                    the ferry from Battery Park and witness the statue growing from a vaguely
                    defined figure on the horizon into a towering, stately colossus. You’re likely
                    to share the boat ride with people from all over the world, which lends an
                    additional dimension to the trip. The statue may be purely a tourist attraction,
                    but the tourists it attracts are a wonderfully diverse group. Liberty Enlightening the World, as the statue is
                    officially named, was presented to the United States in 1886 as a gift from
                    France. The 152-foot-tall figure was sculpted by Frederic-Auguste Bartholdi and
                    erected around an iron skeleton engineered by Gustav Eiffel. It stands atop an
                    89-foot pedestal designed by Richard Morris Hunt, with Emma Lazarus’s sonnet
                    “The New Colossus” (“Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses”)
                    inscribed on a bronze plaque at the base. Over the course of time the statue has
                    become precisely what its creators dreamed it would be: the single-most powerful
                    symbol of American ideals and, as such, one of the world’s great monumental
                    sculptures. Inside the statue’s pedestal is a museum that’s everything it should
                    be: informative, entertaining, and quickly viewed. Highlights include the
                    original flame (which was replaced because of water damage), full-scale replicas
                    of Lady Liberty’s face and one of her feet, Bartholdi’s alternative designs for
                    the statue, and a model of Eiffel’s intricate framework. You’re allowed access
                    to the museum only as part of one of the free tours of the promenade (which
                    surrounds the base of the pedestal) or the observatory (at the pedestal’s
                    top).

                The tours are limited to 3,000 participants a day. The only way to
                    guarantee entry to the pedestal (which includes the museum) is with an advance
                    purchase of a Reserve Ticket with Monument or Pedestal Pass, which should be
                    purchased at least two days to two weeks before your visit (they can be reserved
                    up to 180 days in advance by phone or online). No tickets are sold on the
                    island; however, tickets are sold daily at the Castle Clinton Monument in
                    Battery Park, and at Liberty State Park in New Jersey. Visitors who are unable
                    to acquire a Reserve Ticket with Monument pass can still be issued a No Monument
                    Access Pass, allowing them to walk around the island on the ground level without
                    access to the monument. The narrow, double-helix stairs leading to the statue’s
                    crown closed after 9/11, but access reopened on July 4, 2009. Approximately 240
                    people are allowed to visit the crown each day. Tickets are available online,
                    but are usually booked well in advance up to three or four months ahead of the
                    visit, so book early for crown tickets. If you can’t get tickets to the crown,
                    you get a good look at the statue’s inner structure on the observatory tour.
                    From the observatory itself there are fine views of the harbor and an up-close
                    (but totally uncompromising) glimpse up Lady Liberty’s dress. If you’re on one
                    of the tours, you’ll go through a security check more thorough than any airport
                    screening, and you’ll have to deposit any bags in a locker. Liberty Island has a
                    pleasant outdoor café for refueling. The only disappointment is the gift shop,
                    which sells trinkets little better than those available from street vendors. |
                        Liberty Island | 10004 | 212/363–3200, 877/523–9849 ticket
                        reservations | Free, ferry $12 round-trip,
                        crown tickets $3 | Daily 9:30–5, extended hrs in
                        summer (current hrs online at | www.nps.gov/stli/planyourvisit/hours.xhtml); reservations www.statuecruises.com. Darren_boch@nps.gov

                Worth Noting In The Financial District
                    and South Street Seaport

                City Hall.
You just might
                    spot news crews jockeying on the front steps as they attempt to interview city
                    officials, which is perhaps all you want to know about City Hall. But if the
                    history of local politics is truly your thing, the hall is open for tours. Among
                    the highlights within are the Victorian-style City
                        Council Chamber; the Rotunda where President Lincoln lay in state in
                    1865 under a soaring dome supported by 10 Corinthian columns; and the Governor’s Room, which includes a writing table
                    that George Washington used in 1789 when New York was the U.S. capital. If
                    nothing else, take a moment to snap a photo of the austere columned
                    exterior.

                Take a moment to enjoy the small but lovely City Hall Park, bounded by Broadway to the west and Chambers Street
                    to the north. The layers of history buried under the city’s compulsion to
                    reinvent itself were interestingly revealed in portions of the northern part of
                    the park in 1991, when an African burial ground
                    was uncovered during construction of a federal office building nearby. It has
                    since been declared a city landmark. Aside from historical interest, though, the
                    park is also just a pleasant, underrated place to stop and take a breath. Enjoy
                    the impressive fountain, and watch government workers and jury members taking a
                    break from their day. | City Hall Park,
                    Lower Manhattan | 10007 |
                        212/788–2656 | www.nyc.gov/html/artcom/html/tours/city_hall.shtml for tours
                    | Free | Tours weekdays;
                        reservations required, call 311 or 212/639–9675 outside city | Subway:
                    2, 3 to Park Place; R to City Hall; 4, 5, 6 to Brooklyn
                        Bridge/City Hall; J, Z, A, C to Chambers St.

                Federal Reserve Bank of New
                    York.
With its imposing mix of sandstone, limestone, and ironwork,
                    the reserve looks the way a bank ought to: strong and impregnable. The gold
                    ingots in the subterranean vaults here are worth roughly $140 billion—reputedly
                    a third of the world’s gold reserves. Hour-long tours (conducted six times a day
                    and requiring reservations made at least five days in advance) include a visit
                    to the gold vault, the trading desk, and “FedWorks,” a multimedia exhibit center
                    where you can track hypothetical trades. Visitors must show an officially issued
                    photo ID, such as a driver’s license or passport, and pass through scanning
                    equipment to enter the building; the Fed advises showing up 20 minutes before
                    your tour to accommodate security screening. Photography is not permitted. |
                        33 Liberty St., between
                        William and Nassau Sts.,
                    Lower Manhattan | 10045 |
                        212/720–6130 | www.newyorkfed.org | Free | 1-hr tour by advance
                        reservation, weekdays 9:30–3:30 | Subway:
                    A, C to Broadway-Nassau; J, Z, 2, 3, 4, 5 to Fulton
                        St.

                Fraunces Tavern.
In his
                    pre-presidential days as a general, George Washington celebrated the end of the
                    Revolutionary War here in 1783, bidding a farewell to his officers upon the
                    British evacuation of New York. Today the former tavern is a museum covering two
                    floors above a restaurant and bar. It has two fully furnished period
                    rooms—including the Long Room, site of Washington’s address—and other modest
                    displays of 18th- and 19th-century American history. The museum also hosts
                    lectures. After both the bar and restaurant were closed for almost a year, 2011
                    has seen the reopening of the bar, the Rum House,
                    with the restaurant supposedly following soon. | 54 Pearl
                        St., at Broad St.,
                    Lower Manhattan | 10004 |
                        212/425–1778 | www.frauncestavernmuseum.org | $10 | Mon.–Sat. noon–5 | Subway:
                    R to Whitehall St.; 4, 5 to Bowling Green; 1 to South
                        Ferry; J, Z to Broad St.

                St. Paul’s Chapel.
For more
                    than a year after the World Trade Center attacks, the chapel’s fence served as a
                    shrine for visitors seeking solace. People from around the world left tokens of
                    grief and support, or signed one of the large drop cloths that hung from the
                    fence. After having served as a 24-hour refuge where rescue and recovery workers
                    could eat, pray, rest, and receive counseling, the chapel, which amazingly
                    suffered no damage, reopened to the public in fall 2002. The powerful ongoing
                    exhibit, titled Unwavering Spirit: Hope & Healing at Ground Zero, honors the
                    efforts of rescue workers in the months after September 11 with photos,
                    drawings, banners, and other items sent to them or as memorials. Open since
                    1766, St. Paul’s is the oldest public building in continuous use in Manhattan. |
                        209 Broadway, at Fulton
                        St.,
                    Lower Manhattan | 10007 |
                        212/233–4164 | www.saintpaulschapel.org | Weekdays 10–6,
                        Sat. 10–4, Sun. 7–3 | Subway:
                    2, 3, 4, 5, A, C, J, Z to Broadway-Nassau; 4, 5 to
                        Broadway-Nassau; E to Chambers; 6 to Brooklyn Bridge/City Hall.

                Trinity Church.
Alexander
                    Hamilton is buried under a white-stone pyramid in the church’s graveyard, not
                    far from a monument commemorating steamboat inventor Robert Fulton (buried in
                    the Livingston family vault with his wife). The church (the third on this site)
                    was designed in 1846 by Richard Upjohn. Its most notable feature is the set of
                    enormous bronze doors designed by Richard Morris Hunt to recall Lorenzo
                    Ghiberti’s doors for the Baptistery in Florence, Italy. Trinity Root, a 12½-foot-high, 3-ton sculpture by Steven Tobin cast
                    from the sycamore tree struck by debris on 9/11 behind St. Paul’s Chapel, was
                    installed in front of the church in 2005. A museum outlines the church’s
                    history; a daily tour is given at 2. Trinity Church was the city’s tallest
                    building until 1890, when the New York World Building took the title (currently
                    held by the Empire State Building). Don’t look too hard for the former New York
                    World Building, however: it bit the dust in 1955 to make way for automobile
                    access to the Brooklyn Bridge. | 74 Trinity
                        Pl., entrance at Broadway and the head of Wall
                        St.,
                    Lower Manhattan | 10006 |
                        212/602–0800 | www.trinitywallstreet.org | Weekdays 7–6,
                        Sat. 8–4, Sun. 7–4; churchyard Nov.–Apr., daily 7–4; May–Oct., weekdays 7–5,
                        Sat. 8–4, Sun. 7–3; museum weekdays
                        9–5:30 | Subway:
                    2, 3, 4, 5 to Wall St.; 1, R to Rector St.; J, Z to Broad
                        St. 

                Woolworth Building.
Until 40
                    Wall Street stole the title in 1930, the 792-foot Woolworth Building, opened in
                    1913, was the world’s tallest building. Make a quick stop in the lobby to check
                    out the stained-glass skylight and sculptures set into the portals to the left
                    and right: one represents an elderly F. W. Woolworth counting his nickels and
                    dimes, another depicts the architect, Cass Gilbert, cradling in his arms a model
                    of his creation. | 233 Broadway, between Park Pl. and Barclay St.,
                    Lower Manhattan | 10279 |
                        Subway:
                    2, 3 to Park Pl.; R to City Hall.

                Bowling Green.
This oval
                    greensward at the foot of Broadway became New York’s first public park in 1733.
                    On July 9, 1776, a few hours after citizens learned about the signing of the
                    Declaration of Independence, rioters toppled a statue of British king George III
                    that had occupied the spot for 11 years; much of the statue’s lead was melted
                    down into bullets. In 1783, when the occupying British forces fled the city,
                    they defiantly hoisted a Union Jack on a greased, uncleated flagpole so it
                    couldn’t be lowered; patriot John Van Arsdale drove his own cleats into the pole
                    to replace the flag with the Stars and Stripes. The copper-top subway entrance
                    here is the original one, built in 1904–05. | Whitehall St., Lower Manhattan | 10007 |
                        Subway:
                    4, 5 to Bowling Green.

                World Financial Center
                    (WFC).
The four towers of this complex, 34–51 stories high and
                    topped with different geometric ornaments, were designed by Cesar Pelli and
                    serve as company headquarters for the likes of American Express and Dow Jones.
                    The sides of the buildings facing the World Trade Center towers were damaged
                    during the September 11 attacks, but have been fully restored. The glass-dome
                    Winter Garden atrium is the main attraction here; it’s a pleasant open space
                    that’s the site of music and dance performances, as well as a display of
                    architectural plans for the WTC site and a selection of stores and restaurants.
                    At the south end of the WFC complex, the South Bridge footbridge connects One
                    WFC to the intersection of Liberty and Washington streets. The windows on the
                    north side of the footbridge provide a view of the World Trade Center site. |
                        West St. between Vesey and Liberty Sts.,
                    Lower Manhattan | 10281 |
                        www.worldfinancialcenter.com | Subway:
                    R to Cortlandt St.

                Chinatown and TriBeCa: Top Touring
                        Experiences

                A Street That Defines the Community

                For a quick taste of Chinatown, head to Mott
                        Street, Chinatown’s main thoroughfare. This is where the first
                    Chinese immigrants (mostly men) settled in tenements in the late 1880s. Today
                    the street is dense with restaurants, hair salons and barbershops, bakeries, tea
                    parlors, and souvenir shops, most of them lying below Canal Street.

                If you plan it right, you can create a movable feast, starting with
                    soup dumplings, a specialty from Shanghai, and continuing with Peking duck, a
                    yellow custard cake, and a jasmine bubble tea, each at a different place. Or,
                    you can have it all come to you at Ping’s Seafood
                        (22 Mott St.  | 212/602–9988) with dim sum for lunch. The few blocks above Canal
                    overflow with food markets selling vegetables and fish (some still alive and
                    squirming). Walk carefully, as the sidewalks can be slick from the ice
                    underneath the eels, blue crabs, snapper, and shrimp that seem to look back at
                    you as you pass by. A good place to get oriented or arrange a walking tour is
                    the Museum of Chinese in the Americas.

                Movie-Perfect but with a Shady Past

                To the right off restaurant-lined Pell Street is alley-size Doyers Street, the site of early-20th-century gang wars
                    and today a favorite location for film shoots. Tobey McGuire and Kirsten Dunst
                    had a heart-to-heart talk in Spider-Man 2, and Woody
                    Allen used it in two of his films, Alice and Small Time Crooks.

                Quirky, angled, and authentic, this curving roadway is where you can
                    find Chinatown’s oldest teahouse, dating from 1920, Nom Wah
                        Tea Parlor (13 Doyers St.  | 212/962–6047). There’s also a relatively hidden and
                    grungy underground passage, formerly a storage place for liquor and now lined
                    with Chinese travel agencies and other very low-tech businesses (don’t expect to
                    see signs in English). The street makes a sharp angle (according to legend, it
                    was built this way by Chinatown merchants to thwart straight-flying ghosts who
                    brought bad luck; history says it’s because the street was once the entryway to
                    brewer Heinreich Doyers’s elegant home) before it reaches the Bowery, a point known as “Bloody Angle” because of the
                    visibility-challenged victims’ inability to anticipate a gang’s attacks from the
                    corner.

                The Bowery itself was once lined with theaters and taverns, but
                    earned a reputation well into the late 20th century as the city’s skid row. The
                    Bowery Mission is still there, but today the street is a busy commercial
                    thoroughfare with several restaurant-equipment and lighting stores, and is also
                    the home of the New Museum, in the Lower East Side, which houses contemporary
                    art exhibitions. The oldest row building in New York City, the Edward Mooney House, is
                    at 18 Bowery on the corner of Pell Street. Erected in 1785 by Edward Mooney, the
                    house was a residence until the 1820s, and was at one time or another a hotel,
                    tavern, pool hall, restaurant, and bank. Today, it’s a historic landmark and
                    opened to the public.

                Star Power and Stellar Looks

                Walking the photogenic streets of TriBeCa, full of cast-iron
                    factories as well as a time-defying stretch of Federal row houses on Harrison Street, you can understand why everyone from
                    Robert De Niro to J.F.K. Jr. has bought apartments here.

                The two-block-long Staple Street, with its connecting overhead
                    walkway, is a favorite of urban cinematographers. At 60 Hudson Street is the Art
                    Deco Western Union Building—try to sneak a peek at its magnificent lobby.

                
                    [image: Chin_9780307928580_map_r1.gif]
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                Top Attractions in Chinatown and TriBeCa

                Harrison Street.
One of
                    TriBeCa’s most compelling attractions isn’t a collection of monuments or
                    destinations as much as its having a different feel from the rest of the city.
                    With cobblestone streets like Greenwich and Washington and a more subdued pace,
                    it’s a chance to get a fleeting glimpse of age in a city determined to
                    constantly reinvent itself. Take a deep breath, take it all in, and make sure
                    not to miss the Federal-style houses on Harrison Street that were relocated here
                    in the 1970s. | TriBeCa | Subway:
                    1 to Franklin St.

                Hudson River Park.
If the
                    chaos of New York City starts to get to you and you need a new perspective, take
                    a walk along the Hudson River. Parts of the five-mile area from Battery Place to
                    59th Street are still being renovated to create a park with a unifying style,
                    but you have the opportunity to rent bicycles and explore the bike paths, take
                    boat excursions, and use the basketball courts and batting cages. The TriBeCa
                    portion consists of Piers 25 and 26. | TriBeCa |
                        Subway:
                    1 to Franklin St.

                Worth Noting in Chinatown and TriBeCa

                Columbus
                    Park.
People-watching is the thing in this park. If you swing by in
                    the morning, you’ll see men and women practicing tai chi; the afternoons bring
                    intense games of mah-jongg. In the mid-19th century the park was known as Five
                    Points—the point where Mulberry Street, Anthony (now Worth) Street, Cross (now
                    Park) Street, Orange (now Baxter) Street, and Little Water Street (no longer in
                    existence) intersected—and was notoriously ruled by dangerous Irish gangs. In
                    the 1880s a neighborhood-improvement campaign brought about the park’s creation.
                    | Chinatown | Subway:
                    4, 6 J, N, Q, Z to Canal St.

                The Gangs of Five Points

                In the mid-19th century the Five Points area was perhaps the city’s
                    most notorious and dangerous neighborhood. The confluence of five
                    streets—Mulberry, Anthony (now Worth), Cross (now Park), Orange (now Baxter),
                    and Little Water (no longer in existence)—had been built over a drainage pond
                    that had been filled in the 1820s. When the buildings began to sink into the
                    mosquito-filled muck, middle-class residents abandoned their homes. Buildings
                    were chopped into tiny apartments that were rented to the poorest of the poor,
                    who at this point were newly emancipated slaves and Irish immigrants fleeing
                    famine.

                Newspaper accounts at the time tell of robberies and other violent
                    crimes on a daily basis. And with corrupt political leaders like William M.
                    “Boss” Tweed more concerned with lining their pockets than patrolling the
                    streets, keeping order was left to the club-wielding hooligans portrayed in
                        Gangs of New York.

                But the neighborhood, finally razed in the 1880s to make way for
                    Columbus Park, has left a lasting legacy. In the music halls where different
                    ethnic groups grudgingly came together, the Irish jig and the African-American
                    shuffle combined to form a new type of fancy footwork called tap dancing.

                Kim Lau Square.
Ten streets
                    converge at this labyrinthine intersection crisscrossed at odd angles by
                    pedestrian walkways. Standing on an island in this busy area is the Kim Lau Arch, honoring Chinese casualties in
                    American wars. A statue on the square’s eastern edge pays tribute to a Qing
                    Dynasty official named Lin Ze Xu, the Fujianese minister who sparked the Opium
                    War by banning the drug. | Chinatown | Subway:
                    4, 5, 6 to Brooklyn Bridge/City Hall; J, Z to Chambers
                        St.
                

                Mahayana Buddhist
                    Temple.
You’ll be able to say you saw New York’s largest Buddha here
                    at the largest Buddhist temple in Chinatown; it’s at the foot of the Manhattan
                    Bridge Arch on the Bowery. A donation of $2 is requested. There’s a great gift
                    shop on the second floor. Before its incarnation as a place of worship in 1997,
                    this was the Rosemary, an adult-movie theater. | 133 Canal
                        St., at the Bowery,
                    Chinatown | 10002 | 212/343–9592 | Daily 8–7 |
                        Subway:
                    B, D to Grand St.

                Washington Market Park.
This
                    landscaped recreation space with a gazebo and playground—ideal for permitting
                    the kids to blow off steam—was named after the great food market that once
                    sprawled over the area. Across the street at the elementary school are a stout
                    red tower resembling a lighthouse and a fence with iron ship figures—reminders
                    of the neighborhood’s dockside past. There’s a small greenmarket here on
                    Wednesday and Saturday. | Greenwich St. between Chambers
                        and Duane Sts.,
                    TriBeCa | 10007 | Subway:
                    1, 2, 3 to Chambers St.
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