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chapter 1

The Setup

It was just after 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, April 7, and Moxy Maxwell was still in bed. Outside, the temperature was sixty-four degrees. Inside, a slight (5 mph) breeze was coming through her open windows. Her white curtains were ballooning up and down as the wind came and went. Four or five birds were making chirping sounds. They were not exactly the chirping sounds Moxy was always reading about in books, but they were bird sounds just the same, reminding Moxy that she had almost forgotten about the fact of birds.

It was the perfect day not to wear a hat. The perfect day to put on her new red Windbreaker with the white piping and the three felt-lined pockets and go outside and see what was up. But Moxy didn’t have time.

Moxy didn’t have time because Moxy had a list of Nine Things to Do Before Tonight.





chapter 2

In Which We Learn
About Tonight

Tonight Moxy Maxwell was going to make her Piano Debut at the Palace Theater. She and her sister, Pansy, who had just turned five (and still could not tie her shoes), were going to play a duet called “Heart and Soul.”





chapter 3

Moxy Plays
the Palace

The Palace Theater was only the biggest theater in town. It had 2,400 seats and was the place where all the Big Broadway Musicals played when they came on their national tours. Moxy’s Piano Debut was being held at the unfashionable hour of 5 p.m. instead of the more civilized 7 p.m. because a very famous Rock Star (who no one but her mother had heard of) was scheduled to play the Palace at 8 p.m.

In fact, if Moxy’s friend Sam hadn’t happened to have a mother who owned the Palace Theater in the first place, Moxy’s Piano Debut wouldn’t have been there at all. It would have been in the basement of Temple Emanuel on Lee Road.





chapter 4

In Which We Learn
Two Things That
Disappointed Moxy
About Tonight

Two things disappointed Moxy about the recital tonight. The first was the fact that “Heart and Soul” was such a short song. She thought it should go on at least five minutes longer.

The second thing was that her twin brother, Mark Maxwell, who was seven minutes younger, was going to play a solo called “The Flight of the Bumblebee.” Moxy thought that if Mark was going to play a solo then she, Moxy Maxwell, should be able to play a solo too.

But as Moxy thought about it, it didn’t matter all that much because “The Flight of the Bumblebee” wasn’t nearly as catchy as “Heart and Soul.” In fact, it sounded like a bunch of bumblebees were swarming around your head. Sometimes Moxy would even find herself swatting in the direction of Mark when he was practicing it.





chapter 5

Moxy Maxwell’s
List of Nine Things
She Had to Do Before
Her Recital Tonight

Here is Moxy’s List of Nine Things to Do Before Tonight:

1. Get out of bed.

2. Make sure her mother was back from Africa in time to bake the 150 cupcakes for the after-recital party Moxy was throwing.

3. Drink her Green Grass Power Shake so that she would have the upper-body strength to get through her recital.

4. Try on the capes that Granny George was making for Moxy and Pansy to wear.

5. Practice walking in the slippery silver tap shoes she was going to wear with the cape. (She didn’t want to slide all over the place when she made her Big Entrance.)

6. Try on her crown to make sure it wouldn’t fall off when she made her Big Entrance.

7. Put on her stage makeup.

8. Warm up her voice in case someone asked her to sing.

9. Have the Big Dress Rehearsal.
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End of sample
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