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    AUTHOR'S NOTE

  


  
    The author makes no apologies for the language used in this book – nothing is gained by sugar-coating the language of soldiers. Profanities are fully spelled out, as are numerous words that are racially or sexually derogatory by today's standards. A dictionary such as this, striving to provide an accurate record of how soldiers really talked and thought, is no place for hollow "political correctness." It would paint an unrealistic picture of the realities of the soldier's life.
  


  
    Since slang is informal, exact pronunciation can vary, as can spelling. In written correspondence it was common for spelling to vary according to an individual's interpretation. There was no dictionary for the soldier to consult. An effort has been made not just to simply translate the term or phrase, but to provide some insight into where it came from and how it was used. No doubt some definitions may differ from expectations or perceptions. The author can only say that meanings and connotations vary and change, and reasonable efforts have been made to verify definitions and meanings. The book specifically covers slang used by soldiers. Naval and air force slang are not addressed.

  


  


  
    INTRODUCTION

  


  
    Whether he wanted to be in uniform or not, the soldier of World War II was on an adventure – often a tragic one, but an adventure nonetheless. He was in a new world of strange places, meeting different peoples (with possibilities of either killing them or sleeping with them), working with powerful and complicated equipment, and seeing things he had never even imagined. It is easy to understand how such a life demanded its own language.

  


  
    Military slang is as old as warfare. Of course, there is a formal military "jargon" of tactical and technical terms, as alien to the uninitiated as any foreign language. Official terminology, however, does not fulfill the needs of the soldiers doing the fighting. They develop their own, far earthier, terminology covering all aspects of their lives. Words, nicknames, acronyms, abbreviations, and phrases are bestowed on all manner of things, often with a cynical, humorous, or completely profane twist. Slang can be sarcastic, sober, pessimistic, fatalistic, dirty, and even defeatist at times – if there is anyone who has the right to be cynical it is the soldier. Many terms and phrases underplay the dangers of combat. Das war prima! (lit. "that was first-rate!"), for example, was a German shrug-off comment made after being pounded by a heavy artillery barrage. The soldier often possesses a high degree of humor, though experience means the jokes tend to be dark. His country provides him with food, clothing, and salary – much of it poor, late, or inadequate – and declares him its defender even as he is often looked down upon by the civilians he defends. His country also expects him to be dutifully killed if necessary. A certain degree of cynicism can be forgiven.
  


  
    It is therefore understandable why the soldier of 1939–45 created a broad range of words and phrases to describe his world – his tools, weapons, vehicles, machines, notions, superiors, equals, subordinates, specialist individuals, routine activities, training, where he lived, what he ate and drank, awards and decorations, illnesses, environment, women and related affairs, entertainment, his allies, his enemies, what he inflicted on the enemy and they on him, and much else. The choice of words often reflected the society from which he came. Yet war is usually an international adventure, so the soldier also borrowed words from other cultures, if only by learning to swear in several different languages.
  


  
    Soldiers' slang evolves as does any slang. Words and phrases from earlier wars or peacetime service may be dug up again for a new conflict, but often their context is changed or they are abandoned as technology progresses and a fresh generation of soldiers emerges. It should never be assumed that a word used in World War I had the same meaning if used again in World War II. New words and phrases were constantly introduced, developed, and dropped from use. Much slang was regionally specific. The war was fought in many theaters including Europe, the Mediterranean, and the Pacific. A US Army European veteran and one from the Pacific might as well have been in two separate armies when it came to slang, which for all practical purposes they were.
  


  
    Early in the war, and indeed throughout it, there was a rush by radio reporters and correspondents to spice up their reporting with colorful slang. It was not uncommon for the words to be fabricated or overheard in rare and brief use. Contemporary slang dictionaries were filled with numerous terms many servicemen professed never to have heard. Caution must be used in the blind acceptance of such words, nicknames, and phrases, especially the "cutesy" ones.
  


  
    World War II military slang probably introduced more slangterms, nicknames, and phrases into the civilian world than any other conflict before or since. Probably as many American slang words in use today can be traced to World War II GIs as can be traced back to cowboys and gunslingers. While some terms entered general slang or, in rare instances, have become accepted words, many of the words have become obsolete. For better or worse, this book aims to bring them to life once again.
  


  


  
    PHONETIC ALPHABETS

  


  
    Phonetic alphabets substitute words for letters so that spelt-out letters are clearly understood over poor connections and static on radios and telephones. The selected words do not sound like any other, as some letters do – B, C, D, E, G, P, and Z, for example. The headings for each letter's section in the slang sections provide the country's phonetic alphabet.

  


  
    The American phonetic alphabet traces its origin to the International Code of Signals, which was adopted in 1897 as a means of communicating by flag, semaphore, and light. Problems during World War I led to refinements of the system at the 1927 International Radiotelegraph Conference in Washington DC. The new version was adopted in London in 1928. Originally, only certain letters were identified by words to differentiate them from similar sounding ones. It was not until 1938 that all letters were assigned a word. The Flag and International Code Alphabet was slightly modified in early 1941 by the replacement of certain words; the old words are shown in parentheses. In typed message transcription the phonetic words were usually upper case. This system was used until 1 March 1956 when the NATO Phonetic Alphabet was adopted.
  


  
    The British Commonwealth armed forces initially used a different system from the United States, but in 1943 the US International Code Alphabet was adopted to standardize communications during combined operations. The old British system is used in Part II. When speaking a individual letter over wireless/telephone it would normally be said as "G for George," for example.
  


  
    The German phonetic alphabet used both male and female first names. The parenthesized words heading the letter sections in Part III are alternatives. Umlauts (ä, ö, ü) are long letters. When written in English they may be expressed as "ae," "oe," and "ue" respectively. They are sometimes shown in English with the "e" in parentheses, for example Cäsar may be shown as "Ca(e)sar" although this is an unnecessarily burdensome practice. The German character "ß" (eszett – pronounced "ess-zett") signifies a double "s" and is written in English as "ss." In 1996 it was officially declared acceptable to use "ss" in lieu of the eszett in most instances. The cases in which the eszett is still used are long vowels and diphthongs. Phonetically it was transmitted as Siegfried-Siegfried. The Germans designated some units with Roman numbers: battalions organic to regiments, brigades organic to divisions, corps, and some other commands. When transmitting Roman numbers by radio or telephone the numbers were spoken as Arabic numbers, but preceded by the word römisch (Roman), for example, römisch ein zwei Armeekorps (Roman One-Two Army Corps). Individual guns within artillery batteries were typically designated by the phonetic system Anton, Bertha, Cäsar, and Dora, as four guns were assigned to most types of batteries.
  


  
    Part I

  


  
    
  


  GI and Gyrene Jargon – US Army and Marine Corps Slang



  BACKGROUND


  
    American soldiers' slang came from a wide variety of sources. Long service in the Philippines and China contributed some terms, as did the Great War. However, many World War I terms, though encountered early in the war, fell by the wayside as the Army grew through mass conscription and modern weapons and equipment were fielded. Other terms can be traced back to the Indian frontier days, the Civil War, and even earlier. The soldiers' backgrounds made their own contributions, be they farming, ranching, trucking, or railroading. The United States possessed two land services, the Army and the much smaller Marine Corps. Both had their unique languages, the latter being especially influenced by the Navy. Being a land service, the Marines also used many Army terms. It was not uncommon for terms and phrases to cross over from one service to another, especially in the Pacific theater where the Marines fought alongside the Army. Little of the colorful British slang of North Africa was picked up by the GIs, as few units fought beside the British there. Even in Northwest Europe little British slang found its way into the US vocabulary.

  


  
    A - Able (Affirm)

  


  
    acting jack The term applied to both acting corporals and acting sergeants. A "Jack" was a corporal, so it may be interpreted as a private first class (pfc) acting as a corporal or a corporal acting as a sergeant, the latter lovingly known as a "jawbone corporal."

  


  
    
  


  
    ADC Alaskan Defense Command, alternatively known as "all damn confusion" owing to disputes between the Army, Air Force, and Navy commanders, all flexing big personalities.
  


  
    
  


  
    air-cooled thirty Browning .30-cal. M1919A4 and M1919A6 light machine-guns, also known as the ".30-cal. light."
  


  
    
  


  
    all hands All Marine unit personnel, as in the expression "All hands fall in."
  


  
    
  


  
    all hot and bothered Upset and angered, or passionate and lusting. Both were common emotional states for young soldiers encountering both enemy fire and local prostitutes.
  


  
    
  


  
    allotment Annies Opportunistic girls who married servicemen purely for the allotment check that military wives were entitled to receive.
  


  
    
  


  
    all-out Maximum effort, full-throttle.
  


  
    
  


  
    almost civilians Servicemen being processed for discharge.
  


  
    
  


  
    ammo Ammunition.
  


  
    
  


  
    ammo can Watertight metal ammunition can for small-arms rounds.
  


  
    
  


  
    amtrac Amphibian tractor, a term that avoided the labored official description – Landing Craft, Vehicle (LVT). Those who used them also referred to LVTs as "Large Vulnerable Targets," or sometimes "amphtrac." Amphibian tank versions, however, were not called "amtanks."
  


  
    
  


  
    anchor clanker Sailor – a classic example of inter-service respect.
  


  
    
  


  
    Andy Gump This is term refering to someone who was "not too bright, not too rich, not too good-looking" after the cartoon character who had a small chin and prominent nose. Some felt the Army was heavily populated by Andy Gumps.
  


  
    
  


  
    Ann A sweetheart name for the nasty anopheles mosquito, responsible for transmitting malaria.
  


  
    
  


  
    Anzio amble A muscle-clenching sprint to cover from incoming artillery, which kept all men fit in the Anzio beachhead.
  


  
    
  


  
    Anzio Annie/ Express Nickname for two German 28cm K5 railroad Express guns employed around Anzio, Italy, known to terrify all on the receiving end. See Robert und Leopold, Part III.
  


  
    
  


  
    apple-knocker Hick. Also called "acorn-cracker," "country clod," and "acre-foot," the last of these inexplicably associating country life with disproportionately large feet.
  


  
    
  


  
    arm-dropper Artillery crew chief who signals with his arm to fire.
  


  
    
  


  
    armored cow Canned milk. Also "armored heifer" and "canned cow."
  


  
    
  


  
    armored diesel A personnel refueling mixture of triple whiskey, lemon juice, and sugar on ice.
  


  
    
  


  
    army bible Army Regulations (AR).
  


  
    
  


  
    army dick Military policeman. "Dick" was a term for a detective. Also known as a "goon." See "gumshoe."
  


  
    
  


  
    artillery punch Potent mixture of rum, rye, brandy, champagne, wine, tea, and fruit juices served at dining-ins and receptions, known to kick like a recoiling breechblock.
  


  
    
  


  
    asparagus bed Post-type antitank obstacles driven into the ground in belts.
  


  
    
  


  
    ass-chewing A harsh rebuke or reprimand, usually delivered with all the panache of a wound-up pitbull terrier.
  


  
    
  


  
    At ease! This is a command to assume a modified position of attention, but it is also an informal command to shut up, stop fighting, or to halt any shenanigans going on – basically "knock it off!"
  


  
    
  


  
    Aussie An Australian.
  


  
    
  


  
    aviation beer A French beer, also called "P-38 beer" (referring to the P-38 fighter) – you drank one and peed 38 times.
  


  
    
  


  
    AWOL Absent without leave. Not present for duty.
  


  
    
  


  
    AXIS SALLY
  


  
    
      Mildred E. Sisk was born in Portland, Maine, in 1900. Her name was changed to Mildred Gillars when her mother remarried. An aspiring actress, she dropped out of an Ohio acting school and lived in France and the US between 1927 and 1933, before moving to Germany in 1934. First employed by the Berlitz School of Languages, she was later hired as an announcer for Reichsrundfunk Overseas Service in Berlin. Introducing herself catchily as "Midge at the mike," her program "Home Sweet Home" ran from 8.00pm to 2.00am. She became known to GIs for her sultry voice when making propaganda broadcasts, backed by popular American music. Soldiers dubbed her "Axis Sally," but she was also known as "Berlin Betty" and "Berlin Bitch." One of her most infamous broadcasts was made less than a month before the June 1944 Normandy landing, when she took on the role of an "American mother" dreaming that her son was killed in the English Channel. She continued her broadcasts until two days before Germany's surrender, then was returned to the States in 1948 and charged with ten counts of treason. Among the charges were accusations that she signed an oath of allegiance to Germany and had posed as an International Red Cross worker to solicit interviews for propaganda purposes from American prisoners of war. Her defense argued that her broadcasts stated an unpopular opinion, but were not actual treason and that she was under the influence of her romantic interest, a German national. In March 1949 she was convicted of only one count of treason and sentenced to 10–30 years' imprisonment. She was paroled in 1961. Gillars remained in the States, taught music in schools, and completed a degree in 1973. She died of natural causes in 1988 in Columbus, Ohio.
    

  


  
    
  


  
    axle grease 1) Butter. Pronounced "a-wall."
  


  
    2) Hair oil, grease, pomade.
  


  
    
  


  
    
  


  
    
  


  


  
    B - Baker

  


  
    baby carriage M4A1 two-wheel, hand-drawn machine-gun cart. Marines used the similar M3A2 Cole cart with larger wheels.

  


  
    
  


  
    baka bomb Baka is Japanese for "foolish." The word was aptly used to described the suicidal Yokosuka MXY-7 Ohka (Cherry Blossom) rocket-propelled piloted bombs dropped from Japanese bombers to attack ships.
  


  
    
  


  
    baloney Nonsense, absurd. Baloney was made from scrap meat and considered low-quality, hence, "That's a bunch of baloney." Also "balony."
  


  
    
  


  
    BAM Broad Ass Marine. Female Marines had no identifying acronym as with other services' women. The USMC Commandant contended they were simply Marines. A female reporter touchingly coined the term BAM – "Beautiful American Marines." Naturally, it was quickly rephrased by less considerate souls as "Broad Ass Marines," based on the Quartermaster calculation that eight men, but only seven women, could sit on the benches of a 2½-ton truck. The women retaliated by calling the men HAMs – "Hairy Ass Marines," or RAMs – "Raggedy Ass Marines." Poorly conceived terms like "femarines," "jungle Juliets," and "leathernectarines" were little-used newspaper expressions.
  


  
    
  


  
    Barracks 13 Guardhouse, but also bad luck.
  


  
    
  


  
    barracks bags Bags under the eyes, usually the result of a hangover or lack of sleep.
  


  
    
  


  
    barracks lawyer A soldier, frequently irritating, who spoke or acted like an authority on military law, regulations, and the soldier's rights. See also "guardhouse lawyer."
  


  
    
  


  
    bars Single gold bar for 2nd lieutenants ("butter bar"), single silver bar for 1st lieutenants, and double silver bars for captains ( "railroad tracks," "ladders," "double-silver-bar Johns"). See cartoon below.
  


  
    
  


  
    basic load Basic load of ammunition, the standardized quantities of ammunition carried for specific weapons.
  


  
    
  


  
    bat or shoot the breeze talk, a lively discussion.
  


  
    
  


  
    battery acid K-ration lemonade powder, which was so awful that it was usually discarded or used as a cleaning fluid.
  


  
    
  


  
    battle blaze Marine unit sleeve insignia worn on left shoulder.
  


  
    
  


  
    battle pin Marine brass pin holding the field scarf (necktie) and shirt collar in place.
  


  
    
  


  
    bazooka
  


  
    -HOW THE BAZOOKA GOT ITS NAME
  


  
    
      In 1941 the US Army developed a large, shaped-charge, antitank rifle grenade, the M10. Obviously someone had not thought things through – it was too heavy to fire from a rifle without damaging it and the firer. It could not even be fired from a "rifle" grenade launcher on a .50-cal. machine-gun. That same year the Army purchased a number of British 2in antiaircraft rockets to test under its fledgling rocket development program. In 1942, modified copies of the rocket motors were fabricated and the M10 warhead fitted to them. A 60mm steel tube was fitted with two handgrips, a shoulder stock, a rudimentary sight, and a simple electrical firing system. The result was the 2.36in T1 antitank rocket launcher. Irreverently, Major Zeb Hastings noted the weapon's similarity to an amusing musical instrument called the "bazooka" used by radio comedian and musician Bob Burns, the "Arkansas Traveler." The nickname was applied and stuck to what became the M1 rocket launcher (while under development the bazooka was code-named "The Whip"). The bazooka was also called the "stovepipe," for obvious reasons. Later versions of the bazooka included the M1A1, M9, M9A1, and M18. Examples of the original "bazooka" (instrument) are displayed in Bob Burns' home in Hot Springs, Arkansas.
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    bean A person's head. To be "beaned," therefore, was to be hit on the head and knocked unconscious.
  


  
    
  


  
    bean counter Logistics and administrative officer concerned more with numbers and efficiently ticked boxes than the realities of the field.
  


  
    
  


  
    bean king, beans Mess officer, mess sergeant, or commissary, individuals obviously concerned with beans.
  


  
    
  


  
    beans and bullets Logistics, supplies, rear services.
  


  
    
  


  
    beans 'n' weenies C-ration beans and franks, a cornerstone of infantry nutrition.
  


  
    
  


  
    beating his gums A Marine Corps term referring to talking, usually too much. Also known as "gumming," "jawing," and "chin music."
  


  
    
  


  
    become a gold star in mom's window Gentle, but ominous, way of saying killed in action. A red, white, and blue banner was displayed in service family windows, with a blue star for each son in the service. If a son were lost a gold star replaced a blue.
  


  
    
  


  
    bed-check Charlie Lone Japanese bombers disturbing US sleep on Guadalcanal's Henderson Field. Also "Washing Machine Charlie" (after the noise made by poor quality Japanese aviation engines) or "Louie the Louse."
  


  
    
  


  
    bedpan commando Platoon medic (Army) or Corpsman (Marines). Also "Bones," "pill-pusher," pill-roller," "bandaid," and "Doc."
  


  
    
  


  
    bellhop Soldier or Marine wearing dress blues, and looking as if his destiny could be in the hotel industry.
  


  
    
  


  
    bellyache To complain, gripe.
  


  
    
  


  
    belly out For a vehicle to sink partly into mud to its underside or become jammed on rocks or stumps.
  


  
    
  


  
    belly robber Mess sergeant, cook, obviously not much respected for his qualities as a kitchen professional. Also known as a "hash-burner."
  


  
    
  


  
    B-girl Bar girl. Bar and club hostesses who encouraged women-starved servicemen to drink more and to buy them drinks.
  


  
    
  


  
    Big Three United States, Great Britain, and the USSR.
  


  
    
  


  
    bimbo Young woman, possibly (for most servicemen, hopefully) eager to please. May refer to one who is not too bright or a prostitute. "Bimbo dust" – face powder.
  


  
    
  


  
    bingo 1) A hit or AA round close enough to an aircraft to damage it.
  


  
    2) Dead on, correct answer.
  


  
    
  


  
    bird on a ball Marine "globe and anchor insignia" worn on headgear and collars.
  


  
    
  


  
    birds Colonel's rank eagles, "chickens," "buzzards."
  


  
    
  


  
    biscuit bomber/bombing Ration parachute or freefall bundle drops from aircraft.
  


  
    
  


  
    bitch/bitcher/bitching 1) A gripe or complaint/complainer/grousing or complaining.
  


  
    2) Pejorative for a woman, especially a malicious one.
  


  
    
  


  
    bite the dust Time-honored term for killed or wounded, destroyed or damaged.
  


  
    
  


  
    Black Dragon 240mm M1 howitzer – the Army's largest caliber mobile artillery piece, although the barrel and carriage were transported as separate loads.
  


  
    
  


  
    blackstrap coffee Thick, strong coffee with the viscosity of blackstrap molasses.
  


  
    
  


  
    Blancoed Used of web gear – spruced up with Blanco, a cleaning substance in powder or cake form.
  


  
    
  


  
    blank or empty file Soldier widely recognized as really very dumb.
  


  
    
  


  
    blanket drill Sleep or nap.
  


  
    
  


  
    blanket party Nocturnal visit by platoon mates to a nonconformist, barracks thief, or troublemaker. The celebration consisted of a blanket thrown over the transgressor, who was held down as others applied fists.
  


  
    
  


  
    blanket wife Temporary wife, prostitute, a common comfort when deployed an ocean away from home.
  


  
    
  


  
    blind Court-martial sentence forfeiture of two-thirds pay for a specified period of 1–3 months, e.g., "two months blind without confinement."
  


  
    
  


  
    blitz 1) Polish brass with a special impregnated "Blitizcloth®." To blitz something was to clean it with murderous zeal.
  


  
    2) The term was also a popularization of the German Blitzkrieg (lightning war), hence blitz meant to storm something, to make something happen fast.
  


  
    
  


  
    blitz car Dodge ¾-ton command car; also a jeep.
  


  
    
  


  
    blivit/blivet 1) A flexible container for fuel made out of rubberized fabric.
  


  
    2) Any item that is awkward to handle or transport.
  


  
    3) A fat person, who could also be awkward to handle or transport.
  


  
    4) Adding further disparagement to the previous definition, a serving of any food that is soft and squishy, as in "a blivet of mashed potatoes."
  


  
    
  


  
    blob stick A leather-covered bayonet with a padded point used for soldier-against-soldier bayonet training.
  


  
    
  


  
    block To square and straighten a Marine field scarf.
  


  
    
  


  
    Blood and Guts 1) Lieutenant General George S. Patton, Jr. (1885–1945.) Another GI take on the ultra tough leader was "His guts, our blood." 2) Anyone flamboyant and boisterous.
  


  
    
  


  
    blood stripe Red stripe on Marine blue trousers.
  


  
    
  


  
    bluejackets In the Navy a "bluejacket" is an enlisted sailor. The Marines refer to all Navy personnel as "bluejackets," including those assigned to the Marines – medical personnel, chaplains, judge adjutant generals (lawyers), and "Seabees."
  


  
    
  


  
    blue letters Personal letters which soldiers did not wish read by their chain-of-command (their immediate officers), which were submitted for censoring in blue envelopes. Soldiers could send two such letters a month, which would instead be censored by the base censorship detachment. They would not be forwarded in blue envelopes to addresses.
  


  
    
  


  
    blues 1) A Marine Corps blue uniform, issue of which ceased in wartime. Only recruiters, Marine Barracks at the Washington Navy Yard, 8th and I Streets (see "8th & Eye"), and the Marine Corps Band were issued blues.
  


  
    2) Army officer's dress blue uniform worn on formal occasions, often when there were well dressed ladies to impress. Its purchase (officers purchased their uniforms) was not required in wartime.
  


  
    
  


  
    blue star commando/ranger Member of European Theater of Operations Services of Supply, owing to the blue star on his patch.
  


  
    
  


  
    blue ticket/discharge Conditions other than honorable discharge which were printed on blue paper and were a bar to reenlistment. Refers to both the discharge paper and the act of discharge.
  


  
    
  


  
    bobtail discharge Discharge without honorable character. This heinous condition was indicated by cutting off the character section from the bottom of the form, resulting in a shortened document.
  


  
    
  


  
    body snatcher Litter-bearer.
  


  
    
  


  
    Bogo Tanambogo, a small island north of Guadalcanal.
  


  
    
  


  
    bolo Failure to qualify with a rifle. Poor marksman. This term originated during the 1899–1907 Philippine Insurrection, when it was observed that some soldiers would be better off with a bolo machete than a rifle.
  


  
    
  


  
    bone-up To study, prepare for a test.
  


  
    
  


  
    boondockers Marine field boots worn in the "boondocks."
  


  
    
  


  
    boondocks Any remote rugged area, from the Philippine Tagalog word bundok (mountain).
  


  
    
  


  
    boot Marine basic trainee attending boot camp.
  


  
    
  


  
    bootleg coffee Weak or low-grade coffee, brewed as a last resort.
  


  
    
  


  
    booze Liquor. Alcohol's status as a favored pastime is indicated by its number of nicknames, including "hooch," "firewater," "moonshine," "joy juice," "tarantula soup (whiskey)," and "Al K. Hall."
  


  
    
  


  
    Bore War American name for the largely eventless October 1939–April 1940 Phony War in Europe. Play on "Boer War."
  


  
    
  


  
    bouncing Betty German Schützenminen 35 and 44 – cylindrical (can-shaped) bounding-type antipersonnel mine. Also "S-mine," "bouncing bitch," or, acknowledging one of the mine's much-feared wound effects, "castrator" (it bounded 3–4ft before detonating). The French called it the soldat silencieux (silent soldier).
  


  
    
  


  
    bowlegs Derisive term for cavalrymen, ignoring the fact they rode in tanks rather than on horseback. Also "Yellowlegs," derived from branch-of-service colored trousers stripes.
  


  
    
  


  
    Brad General of the Army Omar N. Bradley (1893–1981), "The GI's General."
  


  
    
  


  
    brass, brass hat 1) Officers. Nickname owed to the large US Coat of Arms eagle, gold chin cord, and other brass headgear adornments.
  


  
    2) A collective term for brass insignia worn on the uniform – cap badge, branch of service insignia, belt buckle, etc.
  


  
    
  


  
    brass-pounder Radiotelegraph operator – telegraph keys were mostly brass. Also "dit-dah artist" and "dit-dah," referring to Morse code dots and dashes.
  


  
    
  


  
    brave Forceman, a member of the combined US–Canadian 1st Special Service Force ("Devil's Brigade"). Its lineage was connected to the Indian Scouts, hence the obvious slang term.
  


  
    
  


  
    bread sergeant Satirical title for the dining room orderly (DRO) or member of the "kitchen police" (see "KP"), who sliced and served bread, cleaned the dining room, and served officers. Also "punk sergeant."
  


  
    
  


  
    breakout 1) Take out or issue, e.g. "breakout the ammo."
  


  
    2) Fight one's way out of an encirclement or trap.
  


  
    
  


  
    brig The Marine equivalent to stockade.
  


  
    
  


  
    brig rat A Marine confined in the brig.
  


  
    
  


  
    brownnose/er A total ass-kisser. To curry favor, or "bootlick."
  


  
    
  


  
    BS 1) Opinions widely regarded as Bull Shit. "A bunch of hooey."
  


  
    2) Something evidentally disliked.
  


  
    3) To nimbly explain one's self out of a difficult situation, usually through a talented mix of plausible facts with outrageous lies. A questionable explanation.
  


  
    
  


  
    buck 1) To bypass or beat something, e.g. "to buck the system," "he bucked the court martial charge."
  


  
    2) To "buck rank," "pull rank," "pull stripes," i.e. overriding one of lower rank.
  


  
    3) $1 bill. "Bucks" – money, cash, e.g., ten bucks.
  


  
    
  


  
    bucking for… Trying for a promotion, an assignment, etc.
  


  
    
  


  
    buck private/sergeant Private (grade 7) with no stripes, the lowest rank, as opposed to private first class (grade 6) with one chevron. Also "buck ass private." Sergeant (grade 4) with three chevrons. Higher grade sergeants were prefixed with a title (staff, technical/gunnery, first, master sergeant) and wore 1–3 inverted arches (rockers). A buck ($1) is the lowest denomination bill, the source of the phrase.
  


  
    
  


  
    Buck Rogers Men Jaunty title for members of Marine rocket detachments/platoons. Named after the popular science fiction character, as the 4.5in rocket launchers were considered futuristic. See "Sandy Andy."
  


  
    
  


  
    buck slip Correspondence from the adjutant passed to the responsible officer for action or response. To "pass the buck," meant to hence conveniently shift the blame or responsibility.
  


  
    
  


  
    buddy Pal. "Friend" was considered too formal and suspiciously feminine.
  


  
    
  


  
    bug juice 1) Insect repellent.
  


  
    2) Home-brewed alcoholic beverage.
  


  
    
  


  
    bull 1) Man in charge.
  


  
    2) Military policeman or stockade guard.
  


  
    3) Short, handy version of "bull shit."
  


  
    
  


  
    bullet with your name on it The bullet whose destiny lay in your insides.
  


  


  
    
  


  
    bum Lazy, disliked, or untrustworthy person.
  


  
    
  


  
    bum steer False or incorrect information, e.g. "I was given a bum steer."
  


  
    
  


  
    bunk 1) Bed, "rack," "sack."
  


  
    2) Nonsense, exaggeration, a lie.
  


  
    
  


  
    bunkie A homely term for a person sharing a tent or barracks.
  


  
    
  


  
    bunk lizard A lazy soldier with a sloth-like attraction for his bed. Also "sack rat."
  


  
    
  


  
    burp bag Airsick bag, also viscerally described as a "honey bucket."
  


  
    
  


  
    burp gun 1) German 9mm MP38 and MP40 machine pistols (submachine-guns), which, apparently, had rasping full-auto fire like a violent belch. See "Kraut burp gun."
  


  
    2) Any submachine-gun.
  


  
    
  


  
    bust, busted Reduced in pay grade, e.g, "two months confinement and a bust."
  


  
    
  


  
    butcher Barber ("nappy") or surgeon.
  


  
    
  


  
    butcher shop Hospital – a term to cheer up any war casualty.
  


  
    
  


  
    butt The remaining un-smoked cigarette stub. See "field strip."
  


  
    
  


  
    butt can No. 10 (1-gal.) can with water or sand in the bottom used as a barracks ashtray.
  


  
    
  


  
    buttoned up Tank or bunker with all hatches closed. Prepared for action.
  


  
    
  


  
    buy/bought the farm Killed in action. Serviceman's Group Life Insurance paid the beneficiary (usually the parents if unmarried) $10,000, which was said to be enough to pay off a farm mortgage. Shortened to "bought it."
  


  
    
  


  
    buzzard 1) US Coat of Arms eagle.
  


  
    2) Discharge paper.
  


  
    
  


  
    buzzard meat A tasty reference to chicken or turkey.
  


  
    
  


  
    buzzer Signalman. Derived from buzzer signal devices used before WWII.
  


  
    
  


  
    by-pass, haul ass, send for the infantry Tank unit procedure, as seen from the infantryman's embittered perspective – bypass resistance, advance fast, let the infantry mop up.
  


  
    
  


  
    by the numbers To perform tasks by prescribed drill or sequence. The military way of doing things. There are three ways of doing things, the right way, the wrong way, and the Army way.
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