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For Sophia, my little love —C.G.

For my Ciana, may you soar
on wings. (Isaiah 40:31) —K.V.
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Willa Bean Skylight is a cupid. Cupids live in a faraway place called Nimbus, which sits just alongside the North Star, in a tiny pocket of the Milky Way. Nimbus is made up of three white stars and nine clouds, all connected by feather bridges. It has a Cupid Academy, where cupids go to school, a garden cloud, where they grow and store their food, and lots and lots of playgrounds.

Willa Bean lives on Cloud Four with her mother and father, her big sister, Ariel, and her baby brother, Louie. Cloud Four is soft and green. The air around it smells like rain and pineapples. Best of all, Willa Bean’s best friend, Harper, also lives on Cloud Four, just a few cloudbumps away.

When cupids are ready, they are given special Earth tasks. That means they have to fly down to Earth to help someone who is having a hard time. Big cupids, like Willa Bean’s parents, help Earth grown-ups with things like falling in love. Little cupids, like Willa Bean, help Earth kids if they feel mad, sad, or just plain stuck. Working with Earth people is the most important job a cupid has. It can be hard work, too, but there’s nothing that Willa Bean would rather do.

Are you ready for a peek into Willa Bean’s world? It’s just a few cloudbumps away, so let’s go!
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Willa Bean sat up in bed and rubbed her eyes. The sun peeked around the edge of her window. It was morning! Finally!

She hopped out from under the covers and got dressed. There was no time to waste. Tomorrow was Willa Bean’s first day at the Cupid Academy. Her best friend, Harper, would be there. So would her sister, Ariel, who was in an older cupid class.

Willa Bean picked up her silver mirror. She turned to the right. Then she turned to the left. Yesterday Ariel had told Willa Bean that she was going to stick out like a sore wing at school. This made Willa Bean a little nervous. She knew she was a very unusual-looking cupid. Other cupids had soft, straight hair, pink cheeks, and silky white wings.

Willa Bean had:


1. A crazy, curly mess of brown hair.

2. A million-bajillion freckles.

3. Bright purple wings—with silver tips!



There was not much she could do about these things. Her hair had just decided right from the beginning to grow sideways instead of straight down. Then it grew up, up, up, and out. Sometimes, when the wind blew just right, it looked like a gigantic, curly cotton ball!

Willa Bean’s hair was so big and wide that she could actually hide things inside it. Sometimes, she tucked a piece of cloud treasure in the little space behind her ear. Other times, she shoved a sparklemallow or a Snoogy Bar in the very back, where the curls were the curliest. Later, when she got hungry, she pulled one of the snacks out and ate it. No one ever suspected a thing.

Willa Bean also had lots of freckles. The last time she counted, there were almost a million-bajillion of them! Mama said most of her freckles were little bits of cloud dust. This was true, since Willa Bean and Harper spent a lot of time digging for cloud treasure. They had a treasure chest buried deep on Cloud Five. It needed lots of filling. And finding treasure was a lot more important than freckles. Or clean cheeks.

Willa Bean’s wings were also different-looking. But they had always looked like that—right from the start. In fact, Willa Bean could not remember a time when her wings had not been purple with silver tips. It was just how they were.

Looking different was not what bothered Willa Bean. In fact, she liked it quite a bit. She had decided that it made her a one-in-a-bajillion. And being a one-in-a-bajillion was one of the most marvelous things she could think of.

There was really only one thing about herself that bothered Willa Bean.

One teeny-tiny, itty-bitty, eensy-weensy secret thing.

And that was why in five more minutes, before anyone else woke up, she was going to sneak out and meet Harper at Cloud Eight.
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This time, they were not going to look for buried treasure. They were not going to open their treasure chest and count everything inside. They were not even going to wiggle through the cloud tunnels. Or jump in the cloud puddles until their hair got wet.

This morning, just as on all the other mornings for the past three months, Harper was going to help Willa Bean in a very special way.

She was going to try to teach Willa Bean how to get those purple wings with the silver tips of hers to behave.

Because there was no way, nohow, nope-ity, nope, nope, nope, that Willa Bean was going to start at the Cupid Academy tomorrow without being able to fly.
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