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        HELPFUL PHONE NUMBERS

        All Orlando numbers have a 407 area code. Be sure to make all Disney hotel reservations by calling 934–7639 (W–DISNEY), and use the resorts’ direct lines only to report a delayed check-in, to call Guest Services (a.k.a. Guest Relations), or to reach a registered guest.
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Phone Numbers
        

        General Information

        824–4321

        WDW Resort Information

        934–7639 (W–DISNEY)

        WDW Dining Information and Advance Reservations

        939–3463 (WDW–DINE)

        WDW Recreational Information

        939–7529 (WDW–PLAY)

        WDW Golf Information

        939–4653 (WDW–GOLF)

        WDW Tour Information

        939–8687 (WDW–TOUR)

        Disney Cruise Line

        800/951–3532

        Disney Travel Company

        828–8101

        
            Walt Disney World Resort Phone Numbers
        

        All-Star Movies

        939–7000

        All-Star Music

        939–6000

        All-Star Sports

        939–5000

        Animal Kingdom Lodge

        938–3000

        Art of Animation Resort

        934–7639 (W–DISNEY)

        Beach Club Resort

        934–8000

        Best Friends Pet Care

        877/493–9738
(877/4–WDW–PETS)

        BoardWalk Inn and Villas

        939–5100

        Caribbean Beach Resort

        934–3400

        Contemporary Resort

        824–1000

        Coronado Springs Resort

        939–1000

        Dolphin Resort

        934–4000

        Fort Wilderness Campground

        824–2900

        Grand Floridian Resort

        824–3000

        Old Key West Resort

        827–7700

        Polynesian Resort

        824–2000

        Pop Century Resort

        938–4000

        Port Orleans Resort

        934–5000

        Saratoga Springs Resort and Spa

        827–1100

        Swan Resort

        934–3000

        Wilderness Lodge and Villas

        824–3200

        Yacht Club Resort

        934–7000

        
            Universal Orlando Phone Numbers
        

        General Information

        363–8000

        Universal Orlando Resort Information

        888/273–1311

        
            SeaWorld, Discovery Cove, and
Aquatica Phone Numbers
        

        SeaWorld

        351–3600

        Discovery Cove

        877/434–7268

        Aquatica

        800/327–2420

        
            Other Helpful Phone Numbers
        

        Alamo Car Rental

        800/462–5266

        American Airlines

        800/433–7300

        Avis Car Rental

        800/331–1212

        Budget Car Rental

        800/527–0700

        Delta Airlines

        800/221–1212

        Dollar Car Rental

        800/800–4000

        Hertz Car Rental

        800/654–3131

        Mears Shuttle Service

        423–5566

        National Car Rental

        800/227–7368

        Orlando Visitors Bureau

        800/255–5786

        US Airways

        800/428–4322
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        Walt Disney World

        
            www.disneyworld.disney.go.com
        

        The Disney Corporation

        
            www.disney.com
        

        The Disney Cruise Line

        
            www.disneycruise.com
        

        Universal Orlando

        
            www.universalorlando.com
        

        SeaWorld

        
            www.seaworld.com
        

        Discovery Cove

        
            www.discoverycove.com
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        ABBREVIATIONS, TERMS, AND ICONS

        Abbreviations and Terms

        Downtown Disney

        A shopping, dining, and entertainment complex

        Hollywood

        The Disney’s Hollywood Studios Theme Park

        Water parks

        Typhoon Lagoon and Blizzard Beach

        Major parks

        The Magic Kingdom, Epcot, Disney’s Hollywood Studios, and Disney’s Animal Kingdom

        Off-season

        The less crowded times of the year—specifically those weeks between September and May that do not flank major holidays

        On-season

        The most crowded times of the year—specifically summers, holidays, and spring break

        Off-site

        Any resort or hotel not owned by Disney

        On-site

        A Disney-owned resort

        TTC

        Ticket and Transportation Center: The monorail version of a train station, where you can transfer to monorails bound for Epcot, the Magic Kingdom, or monorail-line hotels. You can also catch buses at the TTC bound for the parks and Downtown Disney.
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        Preface

        How Has Walt Disney World Changed?

        The simple answer is, it’s gotten bigger. And they’re still building.

        In the 23 years since I first began researching this guide, Disney has added one major park, three minor ones, eight hotels, a cruise line, and more attractions and restaurants than I can count. It was once possible for a fleet-footed and well-prepared family to see most of Walt Disney World during a four-day stay. But that’s no longer true. As the Disney complex expands, it’s more vital than ever that you target what you want to see, work these priorities
            into your schedule, and then relax. Anything beyond that is pure gravy.

        Sometimes I’m asked if the prevalence of travel guides makes them less useful to their readers. After all, if everyone knows about a “secret tip,” is it still a secret?

        Good question, but even with all those books on the market, a relatively small number of WDW visitors actually make advance preparations. Most people still show up late and wander around aimlessly, so anyone with any sort of touring plan at all is automatically a step ahead of the crowd.

        It’s tempting to treat Orlando as if it were a kiddie version of Las Vegas—you go there to play the numbers, and a family that hits 24 attractions in a day must, by definition, be having twice as much fun as a family that sees 12. Not so. You’ll find a lot of crying kids and exasperated parents by mid-afternoon, largely because everyone is frantic with the idea that this trip is so expensive they darn well better squeeze the most
            out of every minute. Actually, the most successful touring plans boil down to a few simple guidelines:

        
        
            	Plan your trip for those times of year when the parks are less crowded. When people write to me about having had bad experiences at Disney World, it seems that about 90% of the disasters happen either over spring break or in July.

            	Buy tickets and arrange all hotel and dining reservations well in advance. Every phone call you make from home is a line you won’t have to stand in later.

            	Read up on attractions and let each family member choose three or four must-see attractions per park. An amazing number of parents plan this trip for their kids without really consulting them about what they’d most like to do.

            	Accept your differences and be willing to split up occasionally. Forcing a sullen 13-year-old onto It’s a Small World or strapping a terrified 5-year-old into Rock ’n’ Roller Coaster in the interest of family togetherness will guarantee at least one tantrum per hour.

            	Arrive at the parks early, rest in the afternoon, and return to the parks at night. Walt Disney World can be very tiring and regular rest stops are key.

        

        

        Those five tips are always in fashion, but in the past three years there have been a few other changes worth noting:

        
        
            	The popularity of the Disney Dining Plan has changed the face of Disney restaurants—even for families who don’t opt to purchase the plan. The reason? Families who once would never have considered herding the kids into top on-site restaurants are now deciding it’s cost-effective to give fine dining a try. So suddenly you’re seeing even toddlers in restaurants like the Brown Derby, Citricos, Flying Fish, or California Grill. Although
                they’re still great places to eat, the Dining Plan is indirectly taking a little of the adult feel and glamour out of these top restaurants. And the fact that so many more visitors are vying for seats inside the restaurants means that making reservations before you leave home is more important than ever. I’ve gotten tons of mail from families who waited until they got to Orlando to make dining reservations and found themselves closed out of the restaurants they most
                wanted to visit.

            	Spring and fall are becoming slightly more crowded, especially during the two weeks flanking Easter and the fall weekends in which the Mickey’s Not-So-Scary Halloween parties are offered. The off-season is still a better choice than visiting in summer or at Christmas, but be aware that it’s not quite as “off” as it used to be.

            	Princess power reigns supreme. The character breakfasts have always been popular, but those featuring the princess characters are so hot that they require more planning than a NASA launch. Little girls can also get styled like their favorite princess at the Bibbidi Bobbidi Boutiques, and you see more little girls than ever walking around the parks in full princess regalia. There’s some effort to counterbalance this girl-power invasion with activities that boys will enjoy,
                such as the Jedi Training Academy at Hollywood and Captain Jack’s Pirate Tutorial at Adventureland in the Magic Kingdom. But for now, at least, the prevalence of the princesses is undeniable and most little girls come under its spell. Bring costumes from home if you have them. If not, prepare to purchase.

        

            

        What hasn’t changed in 23 years is my belief that Walt Disney World is the best family travel destination on the planet. There’s truly something for everyone within these gates, and the spectacular, awe-inspiring rides are juxtaposed with sweet, small moments of joy. As one father shared: “My best-of-all moment was my 23-month-old daughter standing on the seat of Disney’s Magical Express as we entered the gates of Walt
            Disney World yelling ‘Mickey … don’t worry … I coming!’ That made it worth all the trouble and expense before we’d even arrived.”

        Throughout this book I’ve included such comments as the one above from Disney visitors who’ve written to me to share their best tales, tips, and “never again” stories. I’d love to hear how your trip went and any feedback you have about this book. If you’d like to share your travel experiences with me, please take a few minutes to respond to my survey online at www.fodors.com/disneysurvey, e-mail me at kwwiley@fodors.com, or write to me at Fodor’s, 1745 Broadway, New York, NY 10019. Thanks for your time, and have a great trip!

        —Kim
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        What Time of Year Should We Visit?

        Crowd levels at Walt Disney World vary seasonally, so one of the most important decisions you’ll make is deciding when to go.

        Spring

        Spring is a great time to visit. Except around spring break and Easter, crowds are manageable—not as sparse as in fall, but smaller than in summer. While park hours don’t run as late as they do in summer, they’re generally longer than in either fall or winter. And the weather is sublime, with highs in the 70s, lows in the 60s, and less rainfall than in any other season.

        Summer

        The good news about summer is that everything is open and operational and the parks run very long hours. The bad news is that it’s hot and crowded—so crowded that the wait for many rides can be as long as 90 minutes.

        If you have preschoolers, babies, or senior citizens in the party, avoid summers like the plague. But if the schedules of school-aged kids dictate that you must visit in the summer, the first two weeks of June and the last two weeks of August are your best bets.
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                Insider’s Secret
            

            To check projected hours of operation during the weeks you’re considering, visit www.disneyworld.disney.go.com. Park hours generally remain as projected but can change; to be safe, revisit the site a couple of weeks before you leave home to reconfirm theme-park hours.

        


        Fall

        Fall has lighter crowds than summer and the weather is often great. There are, however, disadvantages to a fall visit. You have to work around the fact that older children are in school. The parks run shorter hours in fall; the Magic Kingdom, Animal Kingdom, and Hollywood may close as early as 5 PM, although Epcot always remains open later. Earlier closings mean that some of the special evening presentations, such as the evening parade in
            the Magic Kingdom, are scheduled only on the weekends.
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                Helpful Hint
            

            The size of the crowds corresponds with the school schedule. Any time the kids are out of school (i.e., summers, spring break, and major holidays) is the “on-season.” Any time children are traditionally in school is the “off-season.”

        

        Fall is the season for two of Walt Disney World’s most popular events: Mickey’s Not-So-Scary Halloween Party at the Magic Kingdom (with selected dates beginning just after Labor Day) and the Epcot International Food & Wine Festival. These events are doing exactly what Disney designed them to do—drawing people in during slower times. Consult www.disneyworld.disney.go.com to buy tickets early, or to note the party dates if you want to avoid them.

        Late summer and early fall make up hurricane season in Florida, so there is some risk that you’ll schedule your trip for the exact week that Hurricane Laluna pounds the coast. Fortunately, Orlando is an hour inland, meaning that coastal storms usually only yield rain and, should worst come to worst, Disney has “ride out” plans (i.e., a hurricane policy) to ensure your safety. Furthermore, there are more rainy days in summer than there are in the
            fall, so, in general, the advantages of autumn touring far outweigh the disadvantages.
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                Insider’s Secret
            

            One of the major changes since we began doing this book 23 years ago is that the number of fall visitors has steadily grown. It’s still less crowded than summers and holidays but the special events (especially the über-popular Halloween parties) have influenced crowd flow. If you want to go to the Halloween parties, great. The fun is worth the extra effort. But even if you don’t, be aware of the dates. The Magic Kingdom closes early on
                evenings the parties are scheduled to run, so you can’t go there, but with so much of the crowd clustered at the Magic Kingdom, it’s the perfect time to visit the other parks.

        

        Winter

        Winter is a mixed bag. The absolute worst times are holidays. Christmas and New Year’s can pull in as many as 90,000 visitors per day and even extended hours can’t compensate for crowds of this size. But if you avoid the holiday weeks, winter can be an ideal time to visit. With the exception of the weekends around Martin Luther King Jr. Day and Presidents’ Day, January and February aren’t crowded—and they’re
            pleasantly cool. The first two weeks of December, when the Christmas decorations are already up but the crowds have not yet arrived, are wonderful options. The parks run the same shortened hours in winter that they run in fall, but since the crowds are so much lighter, you’ll still have time to see everything you want.
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                Insider’s Secret
            

            Mickey’s Very Merry Christmas Party, held each year on several evenings throughout December, is madly popular. If you want to attend the party, get tickets early—they sell out months in advance. Dates for each year’s parties are listed on www.disneyworld.disney.go.com.

        

        Off-Season Touring Caveat

        Some parents have written in to say that they like taking the kids to Orlando during the off-season, but that they’ve heard this is when Disney is most apt to close attractions for refurbishing. It’s a valid point. On a recent trip in January, I found five attractions closed for refurbishing, including Space Mountain in the Magic Kingdom and Star Tours at Hollywood. But I still believe it’s better to tour during the off-season. Here’s why:
            during that same January week, the most popular Magic Kingdom attractions, such as the Many Adventures of Winnie the Pooh and Splash Mountain, were posting wait times as short as 20 minutes, about a third of what they normally are, so even taking closings into account, you’ll still ride more and wait less during the off-season. If your kids have their hearts set on a certain attraction, you can avoid last-minute disappointments by checking www.disneyworld.disney.go.com to see what’s scheduled to be closed during your trip.
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                Insider’s Secret
            

            Water babies take note: pools may be closed for refurbishing in January and February. Generally, only one water park is open at a time in winter and both may shut down if the temperature dips below 55 degrees.

        

        How Long Should We Stay?

        It will take at least four days for a family to tour the major parks. If you also want to visit the water parks and Downtown Disney, make that five days. Six days are best for families who’d like to work in sporting options like boating or golf, or those who would like to tour at a more leisurely pace.

        If you plan on visiting other area attractions, such as SeaWorld or Universal Orlando, allow a week.
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                Insider’s Secret
            

            Certain annual events—most notably the marathon in January, College Week in April, Gay Day in June, and various press events throughout the year—bring large groups into the parks. Ask about events or groups before you book so you’ll know what to expect.

        

        Should We Take the Kids out of School?

        Even if you’re sold on the advantages of off-season touring, you may be reluctant to take your children out of school. However, there are ways to highlight the educational aspects of a trip to Disney World. Work together with your child’s teacher to create a plan that keeps him from falling behind. Ideally, half of the makeup work should be done before you leave: the post-trip blues are bad enough without facing three hours of homework
            each night. Also, timing is everything. Don’t plan your trip for the week the school is administering exams or standardized testing.

        
            Epcot Projects

            
                • The greenhouse tour in the Land is full of information on space-age farming.
            

            
                • Marine biology is the theme of the Living Seas pavilion.
            

            
                • The World Showcase demonstrates the culture—including music, architecture, food, and history—of several foreign countries.
            

            
                • Innoventions offers a hands-on preview of technological advances.
            

        

        In addition, help your child create a project that’s related to the trip—perhaps something like a scrapbook. The mother of one first-grader helped him design an “ABC” book before he left home, and he spent his week at Disney World collecting souvenirs for each page—Goofy’s autograph on the “G” page, a postcard of a Japanese pagoda on the “P” page, and so on. An older child might gather leaves from the
            various trees and shrubs that were imported to landscape the countries in the World Showcase. Or a young photographer could demonstrate her proficiency with various lighting techniques by photographing Cinderella Castle in early morning, high noon, sunset, and after dark.

        You can even work on math. If a car containing six people departs from the Test Track loading area every 20 seconds, how many riders go through in an hour? A day? If the monorail averages 32 mph, how long does it take it to travel the 7 miles from the Magic Kingdom to Epcot? Once you get going on these sorts of questions, they’re addictive. Or give your kids a set amount of mythical money to spend, such as $1,000. Then let them keep
            track of expenses, deducting purchases from their starting total and making decisions about what they can and cannot afford on their budget.

        
            Animal Kingdom Projects

            
                • The Cretaceous Trail—a path filled with plants that have survived from the Cretaceous period—is an excellent introduction to botanical evolution.
            

            
                • Rafiki’s Planet Watch is the park’s research-and-education hub, where kids can observe veterinary labs and watch interactive videos about endangered animals.
            

            
                • It’s always fun to do a report on one of the animals you see on Kilimanjaro Safaris or along one of the exploration trails. Animal-crazy kids who are eight or older will get a lot out of the Wild Animal Trek, a three-hour tour that takes you behind the scenes of the Animal Kingdom.
            

        

        Other Orlando Educational Programs

        Disney World isn’t the only place in Orlando that can be educational. Consider the following:

        
            
                SeaWorld
            
        

        SeaWorld offers daily tours as well as weeklong classes and overnight programs in summer and during holidays. Visit www.seaworld.org for information on the extended Adventure Camps. If your kids aren’t up for a full program or you’re visiting at a time of year when they’re not offered, it’s easy to work in one of SeaWorld’s behind-the-scenes tours.

        
            
                Orlando Science Center
            
        

        This impressive facility has oodles of hands-on exhibits and programs for kids of all ages. Something is happening all the time—especially in spring and summer when most of the camps are held—and the prices are reasonable.

        Admission to the center is $17 for adults, $16 for students, and $12 for kids ages 3 to 11. Classes are individually priced. To see what’s happening during your visit call 888/OSC–4FUN or 407/514–2000 or visit www.osc.org.

        
            
                Kennedy Space Center
            
        

        Orlando is only about an hour’s drive from the Kennedy Space Center so it’s an easy day trip. Kids will enjoy seeing the rockets and the IMAX films about space exploration. You can even plan your visit to coincide with a launch. (It’s a strange-but-cool fact that space launches are also visible from Orlando.)
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                Insider’s Secret
            

            The Kennedy Space Center’s Astronaut Training Experience (ATX) is ideal for science-crazed kids 7 and up. This is a full-immersion experience—you ride in flight simulators, build and launch rockets, and play crew in a mock-up of a shuttle mission. The half-day experience is $145 per person. Make reservations in advance at www.kennedyspacecenter.com.

        

        Crew passes, which include a bus tour of the space center as well as the IMAX film, are $41 for adults and $31 for kids ages 3 to 11. Visit www.kennedyspacecenter.com for details on launch dates and tours.

        Should We Buy a Package?

        This is a toughie. There are advantages to package trips, most notably that if you play your cards right, you can, indeed, save money. It’s also helpful to know up front exactly what your vacation will cost. Packages often require hefty prepayments, which are painful at the time, but at least you don’t return home with your credit card utterly maxed out. And with the mega-popular Disney Dining Plan package, there’s the
            convenience of having one card serve as your room key, theme-park ticket, and dining ticket. It eliminates the hassles of carrying cash and tracking how much you’re spending.

        Package trips can have drawbacks. Like buying a fully loaded car off a dealer’s lot, you may find yourself paying for options you don’t want and don’t need. Unless you’re certain you’ll use most of the features contained in the package, you’ll probably end up losing money on the deal. At the other end of the spectrum are deeply discounted packages that place you in run-down or out-of-the-way hotels.
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                Money-Saving Tips
            

            
                
                    	AAA and travel agents can provide genuine bargains, especially if you don’t need to stay on Disney property.

                    	For deals online, check out www.expedia.com, www.hotels.com, www.smallworldvacations.com, or www.vacationoutlet.com.

                    	If you’re calling to book your room, whether on-site or off-site, always ask, “Are there any discounts or special offers available?” Sometimes you’ll learn about deals over the phone that aren’t listed on the resort Web site.

                

            

        

        
            
            Airline Packages
        

        If you’re flying, check out the airline’s own packages, which include airfare, theme-park tickets for Disney and other Orlando attractions, and lodging at either on-site or off-site hotels. Again there’s a huge range of amenities—you can have valet parking and bottles of champagne if you’re willing to pay for them. And again the packages can be fine-tuned to meet your needs.

        Cruise Packages

        Some of the most popular Disney packages are those that combine a cruise with a vacation in the parks. Check out www.disneycruise.com, call 800/951–3532, or contact your travel agent. See Chapter 13 for more information.
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                Money-Saving Tip
            

            Don’t automatically assume that a package will save you big bucks. Unless you’re sure you’ll use every feature—or almost every feature—that the package includes, you may end up losing money on the deal. Run the numbers.

        

        Disney Package Vacations

        By far the most popular packages are those offered by Disney itself. The basic Magic Your Way package includes a hotel room on Disney property and theme-park tickets. You can choose any resort in any price range as well as the ticket options that suit your family’s needs. Magic Your Way allows you to customize your package to the nth degree, fine-tuning the time of year, length of stay, resort, type of ticket, and type of dining. The good
            news is, it gives you lots of options. The bad news is … it gives you lots of options.

        So how do you know what to choose? Let’s start with tickets. The rule of thumb is, if your kids are young or this is your first trip to Disney World, you’ll probably be spending most of your time in the four major theme parks, so choose a package with base tickets. If your kids are 8 and up, consider upgrading to the Park Hopper Pass since it gives you the flexibility to move from one park to another in the course of the day. The more
            expensive premium and platinum options are really only helpful for families who’ve been to Disney World before and want to explore beyond the basic parks and those whose kids are old enough to enjoy the water parks, sporting options, tours, and Cirque du Soleil. For most families, the base ticket or the base ticket with the Park Hopper Pass works fine.

        How does the ticket type affect the cost of the trip? Let’s take a mythical family of four and walk them through the process. If they’re traveling during the off-season, let’s say in October, a five-night package at a value resort with base tickets will cost them approximately $1,400. Pretty reasonable, huh? If they add the Park Hopper option to their tickets, the price will rise to $1,600.

        The resort category—from value to moderate to deluxe to deluxe villa—and the season also affect the price of a package. (Chapter 2 outlines the pluses and minuses of each on-site resort; for now, you just need to consider how much this choice affects costs.) So, let’s go back to our mythical family of four who can get five nights at a value resort for $1,400. In peak season that
            same package will cost them approximately $1,700. Still pretty reasonable. But what if they upgrade their hotel? A stay at a deluxe hotel for five days during value season will cost them approximately $3,000. The same five-night package in the same deluxe hotel during peak season is closer to $4,200. So by making two changes—the type of resort and the time of year—our family has literally tripled their vacation price.

        Going through the exercise above has probably done two things: given you sticker shock and overwhelmed you. Still, it’s a good introduction to the Disney vacation experience, which involves an almost staggering number of choices. Your best bet is to go to www.disneyworld.disney.go.com, click on the pricing bar, then start tweaking, eliminating, or downgrading options, changing the
            dates of your visit, etc., until you arrive at a price you can live with.

        Before you go to the site, however, you also need to decide whether or not to add a dining plan, which ups the package price by about $130 a day for a family of four.

        Should You Add a Dining Plan?

        The standard dining plan includes, for each day of your trip, one full-service meal, one counter-service meal, and a snack from a list of the 100-plus participating Disney restaurants, which are scattered throughout the four theme parks and on-site hotels. Note: You need to decide yes or no on the dining plan before you leave home—unlike ticket upgrades, you can’t add it once you get to Orlando.

        Is it worth it? If you have big eaters in the party, since the standard plan can save you about 30% over the individual cost of meals. But, if 6-year-old Katie eats nothing but cereal and 3-year-old Danny grows so restless that sit-down dinners are a nightmare, it’s unlikely they’ll eat enough food to justify the cost of the standard dining plan.

        Certain experiences, like the dinner shows, some character meals, and the “signature” (i.e., most upscale) restaurants, are worth more than your daily full-service meal allowance. For one of these exceptional dining experiences, you must swap out two of your regular full-service meals. But the swap can still save you a bundle on what would otherwise be a very expensive dinner. One mother wrote, “By eating at counter-service places for a couple of days beforehand we saved enough credits for dinner at California Grill and it was superb.”

        Another mom wrote that “the Disney Dining Plan makes a lot of sense if you want to take in multiple character meals. We were able to attend three: at Crystal Palace, Chef Mickey’s, and 1900 Park Fare, and we could not have afforded all this without the plan.”

        A father from Texas added, “I’m a little compulsive, at least according to my wife, and I ran a tally of what we would have paid if we’d ordered menu items on our own versus going with the dining plan. Trust me, the dining plan is a great value.”

        One family of foodies from New York opted to upgrade to the Deluxe Dining Plan, which allows sit-down dining at every meal and further added the “Wine and Dine” option. “For us, it was worth it,” said the mother. “We had some terrific meals which were, thanks to the plan, reasonably priced. And our kids are old enough to enjoy the ambience of the restaurants, which are actually as full of Disney atmosphere as the resorts and
            parks.”

        On the other hand, a couple from Georgia with three children under age 10 said that the standard meal plan wasn’t for them: “In our opinion,” said the father, “adding meals to your package only makes sense if you’re prepared to eat 6,000 calories a day and spend three hours a day in restaurants.” A mom from New York added, “We considered it a hassle to have to plan all our full-service meals in advance and make
            reservations. Normally we’re pretty flexible on vacations—but not this time.”

        To make sure you get your money’s worth on the dining plan, follow these steps.

        1. Start at www.disneyworld.com/dining. There are four options but most people traveling with kids can safely eliminate the premium and deluxe plans, which include so much food you’ll spend your entire vacation in restaurants. The vast majority of families go with the Quick Service Dining Plan (two quick-service meals and two snacks per person each day) or Standard Plan (one
            table-service meal, one quick-service meal and one snack per person each day).

        2. If you’ve gone with the standard plan, lock in your dining reservations at table-service restaurants at least 90 days in advance, either by booking them online or calling 407/WDW–DINE. This is especially key if you’re traveling during the on-season.

        3. If you want to try one of Disney’s swank signature restaurants or if your kids have their hearts set on a certain character breakfast, combine two table-service credits for these special experiences and book them well in advance.

        4. When you arrive at your Disney hotel, your dining plan information is programmed into your Key to the World card, which is also your theme-park ticket and room key. Handy, huh? Present it to your server or cashier before ordering and the card automatically monitors your allotted meals. Your receipt will show your balance so you can easily keep track of how many meals are left on the plan.

        5. For families on the standard plan, it usually shakes out like this: an in-hotel muffin or bagel breakfast as the “snack,” a quick-service lunch, and a full-service dinner. But you don’t have to have your big meal at night; some families sit down at lunch to rest up, regroup, and escape from the parks during the hottest and most crowded times of the day.

        6. Another thing to consider: The number and categories of meals you’ve purchased is loaded onto your ticket, but you can redeem them in any order. So if you want to use two of your full-service credits on your day at Epcot, which has lots of swell restaurants, and use two quick-service credits on your day at the Magic Kingdom, which isn’t exactly a dining mecca, that’s fine.

        7. To get the most use out of your dining plan, study up in advance. The menus on www.disneyworld.com/dining will help you decide which, if any, signature restaurants are worth a multicredit splurge. You can also find out which character meals require two credits and which don’t. And, perhaps most important with kids, you can find restaurants that serve foods your whole family will enjoy.
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                Money-Saving Tip
            

            If your kids are too young to sit still for table-service meals and you’re not planning to splurge on a character meal, consider the Quick Service Plan. It allows you to eat small amounts four times a day—perfect for kids who get hungry frequently but who don’t eat a lot at one sitting—and will increase the package price for a family of four by roughly $100 a day. If $100 a day sounds like a lot for fast food and
                snacks, welcome to Disney. Most of the families who’ve written to me report they believe the Quick Service Plan is still a good deal. One mom did the math and reported a 30% savings over ordering the same meals à la carte, and if you’re worried about facing a whole vacation eating nothing but burgers and fries, relax. Disney has done a good job of expanding their quick-service options, especially at Epcot. With a little preplanning, you should be able
                to find a wide variety of food options.

        

        What Kind of Tickets Do We Need?

        Under Disney’s flexible Magic Your Way ticketing system, you can customize your tickets to reflect your family’s priorities and length of stay.

        Let’s say you have a long weekend to visit and want a three-day ticket. The base price is $224 for ages 10 and up, which comes to $75 a day, a savings over the one-day ticket price of $82. However, this base price lets you into only one park per day. From there, you can add the Park Hopper Pass, which allows you to move from park to park within a day. This will bring the price of your three-day ticket to $278. If you
            add on Blizzard Beach, Typhoon Lagoon, and DisneyQuest—called the Water Park Fun & More option—your ticket price once again rises to $278. If you want both the Park Hopper Pass and the Water Fun option, the price rises to $332.
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                Money-Saving Tip
            

            If you know for sure that you’ll be returning to Orlando in the future it could make real sense to buy a ticket with multiple days and the No Expiration option. For example, a seven-day adult ticket with a No Expiration option is $389, which breaks down to $55 a day, a significant savings over the present one-day ticket price of $82 and an even more significant savings if (and when) Disney
                raises the prices again. Just make sure to hang on to your tickets. I’ve received letters from several families who paid for the No Expiration option and then lost their pricey tickets sometime during that relocation to Omaha. At least take a picture of the back of your tickets with your camera phone when you get them; if Guest Relations (a.k.a. Guest Services) has the ticket numbers, they can reissue them.

        

        Confused yet? Hang on, it gets even more complicated. Although your tickets won’t expire if you don’t go to the parks, say, every day (indeed, most families like to space out their park visits), there’s the matter of the No Expiration option. Without it, Magic Your Way tickets expire 14 days after their first use. Adding it to a three-day adult ticket will cost an additional $28.


        If you want the Park Hopper Pass and the Water Park Fun & More option and the No Expiration option—in other words, the whole ticketing enchilada—the cost of your three-day ticket leaps all the way to $360.

        So, how do you know what ticketing options to buy? If this is your first trip to Disney World, keep it simple. If you have young kids, you’ll likely spend most of your time in the four major parks, so a base ticket is fine. As a mom with three preschoolers said, “We bought the Park Hopper option but the logistics of moving around with that many strollers and backpacks was just overwhelming. After one day of trying to park hop we decided it would be less
            stressful to stay in a single park every day. So we basically paid extra for nothing.”
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                Money-Saving Tip
            

            The more days you buy, the less your per-day cost. If you’re staying for a week, your ticket price per day drops significantly. An adult buying a seven-day basic ticket ends up paying around $35 per day, a significant savings over the one-day ticket price of $82.

            Not sure about upgrades? Buy the basic. If you get down to Orlando and decide that you’d like to park hop or go to the water parks, you can always upgrade your ticket there … which is much better than paying for options that you end up not using. “We paid for the water-parks option,” says one mom from Massachusetts, “only to arrive on a week full of thunderstorms when the water parks were closed at least half
                the time.”

            Disney “adjusts”—that is, raises—prices regularly, so you should always confirm the numbers by calling 407/824–4321 or visiting www.disneyworld.disney.go.com. Also note that children under age 3 are admitted free.

        

        But if your kids are older and able to withstand a long day, the Park Hopper Pass is worthwhile. The Park Hopper also comes in handy if you’re traveling during the off-season when the Magic Kingdom and Hollywood Studios close earlier; without it you may find yourself with little to do after 6 PM. And it’s also good for people who’ve been to Disney World before and know exactly what attractions they want
            to see or who know they like to move around swiftly, revisiting these favorites. (Many of the touring tips in this book assume that you have the ability to move from one park to another in the course of the day.) If any of these conditions apply to you, the vote on the Park Hopper Pass should be “yes.”
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                Helpful Hint
            

            There are a couple things to keep in mind about theme-park tickets, which are also your room keys if you’re staying on-site. They demagnetize easily, so keep them in a separate pocket away from your credit cards and cell phone. If your ticket does become demagnetized and won’t swipe at the entrance turnstiles, Disney will gladly replace it. But this involves a trip to Guest Relations and it’s exasperating to have to make this detour when
                you’re itching to get to the rides or exhausted after a day in the parks.

            Disney uses a biometric identification system to keep track of exactly who is using those multiday tickets. The first time you enter a Disney park, you’ll be asked to do a finger scan and the minute measurements will be recorded. You’ll be re-scanned each time you use a ticket to enter a Disney park; this is to make sure that the finger measurements match. It’s a high-tech way to cut down on ticket swapping and the black-market sales of
                multiday tickets.

            Fear ticket loss? Either write down the numbers on the back of your tickets and keep that info in a separate place, or use your camera phone to take a picture of the backs. If Guest Relations has the ticket numbers, replacing them will be a lot easier.

        

        Finally, the Water Park Fun option makes sense if you have older kids who would enjoy the water parks and DisneyQuest, or if you’ve been to Disney World before and are looking to venture outside the four major parks. On the other hand, if this is your first trip to Disney World you’ll have all you can handle just visiting the four major parks. And if your kids are very young, you may find your hotel pool is a far more practical way to cool off than
            trekking to a water park. So, it’s a “yes” on Water Park Fun & More only for families with kids over 8 or who are visiting Disney World for the second time. For first-time visitors or families with kids under 8, the answer is usually “no.” And if you get to Orlando and change your mind, not to worry. You can add the options at any time during your vacation.
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        Transportation

        If you’re flying to Orlando, another major decision is whether or not you need to rent a car. For families staying on-site and focusing primarily on Disney attractions, the answer is probably “no,” especially since Disney offers free bus transportation between the airport and your Disney hotel. Quite a few families have reported that they used their rental car less than they anticipated. “We paid $350 for the privilege of driving
            from the airport to our hotel and back,” wrote one father.

        But for families staying off-site or anyone planning to visit both Disney and non-Disney attractions, renting a car often makes sense. “We got a great hotel rate but it was about 15 miles from Disney World,” one mother reported. “We also spent a day at Universal and a day at SeaWorld, so we would have been sunk if we hadn’t had our own transportation.”

        Another mother added, “Our kids get so excited at Disney that they go full-out the whole time, running around in a frenzy. But when they collapse, they really collapse. There were a couple of times when even having to wait 15 minutes for a bus would have been a disaster. Every time we left a theme park, they’d be asleep in the car before we were even out of the parking lot.”
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                Insider’s Secret
            

            At times it may make more sense to use a taxi than a rental car or Disney’s transportation. Taxi rides around Disney property average $15, and parking (at least for guests not staying at a Disney resort) is $14—virtually equal. If you plan to drive around a lot it makes sense to have your own car, but if you only need direct transportation occasionally, a cab is a perfectly fine option. Consider taking a cab if:

            
                	You’d like quick direct transportation from the airport to your hotel.

                	You’d like quick direct transportation from one resort to another.

                	You’re headed to a minor park like Downtown Disney or the water parks and don’t want a lengthy shuttle commute.

                	You’re staying at a Disney hotel but heading to Universal Orlando or SeaWorld for the day.

                	Everyone’s absolutely exhausted. If you’ve pushed too far and the kids are in a meltdown, cabs are the fastest way to get back to your room. They’re always waiting near the theme-park exits and, at times, this is $15 well worth spending.

            

        

        Transportation with a Rental Car

        An average weekly rental fee for a midsize car is around $350. Don’t be fooled by the quoted rate of $30 a day; by the time you add on taxes and insurance it’s closer to $50.
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                Time-Saving Tip
            

            OK, you’re staying on-site, and you have a car—either a rental or your own. Is it faster to drive to the theme parks or to take Disney transportation? If your resort offers monorail or boat access to a certain resort, take it. It will always be your fastest way there. If your resort only offers bus service to a certain park, the decision is a little trickier. The buses can be slow, especially if you’re staying at a big sprawling resort
                like Port Orleans/Riverside or Caribbean Beach, where it can take 15 minutes for the buses to simply circle the resort property. If you’re planning to park hop, having your own car will save you some time, and, as long as your hotel car pass is visible on your dash, theme park parking is free to on-site guests.

            The time difference is unlikely to be more than 15 minutes between the bus ride and the car ride, so it pretty much boils down to your preference. Do you want to be in complete control of your destiny, able to change plans on a whim? Take your car. Do you want to bliss out and forget all about maps, traffic, parking-row numbers, and dead batteries? Leave the driving to Disney.

        

        Transportation without a Rental Car

        If you’re not staying at a Disney resort and not renting a car, you have two options for airport transfers. The fastest and easiest is a cab; prices average about $50 to the Universal-SeaWorld area and $60 to the Disney area, plus tip. Alternatively, you can take the Mears Shuttle Service, which costs $30 round-trip for adults and $24 for kids. You can reserve your shuttle before leaving home by calling 407/423–5566. Shuttles
            may seem like a money-saving option, but note that if there are more than two people in your party, it’s cheaper to take a cab.
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                Insider’s Secret
            

            The Magical Express airport buses usually stop at several hotels, and this can add up to a long commute time. If you’re really eager to get your vacation going fast, take a cab. Also, some families have reported significant wait times for their luggage, so do pack essentials in a carry-on. “It took seven hours to get our luggage,” said one mother from Wisconsin. “We couldn’t take the kids swimming, we didn’t have our
                camera, and we ended up spending the whole first day walking around in 90-degree weather in long sleeves and jeans.”

        

        If you’re staying at a Disney resort, the Magical Express Service makes transport from the airport to your hotel room less costly, and, if all goes according to plan, more convenient. Here’s how it works:

        Check your bags at your hometown airport. This is the last time you’ll see them until you’re in your Orlando hotel room, so be sure to put anything you may need in the meantime, such as medication or summer-weather clothing, into your carry-on. When your plane arrives, you don’t have to go to baggage claim to pick up your bags—instead, follow the directions of the Disney representative waiting on the baggage-claim level.
            You’ll board a motor coach and head for your resort, and—if all goes smoothly—your bags will arrive in your room about three hours after you do. You don’t have to be on-site to sign for your luggage; if you want to go straight to the theme parks, the bags will be waiting for you when you get back.

        The Magical Express Service not only saves you the hassle of tracking and dragging your bags every step of the way but it also means free airport-to-resort transport for all Disney hotel guests. This single perk will save a family of four somewhere between $120–$350 when you consider that they would otherwise be taking a shuttle, a cab, or even renting a car.
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                Insider’s Secret
            

            You just got to Orlando, so of course you’re not thinking about going home yet. But, as a sadder-but-wiser mother from Ohio advises, “If you use the Magical Express for your return service to the airport, don’t book your return flight before noon. They require you to be on the bus three hours before your flight time, which for us basically involved getting up and checking out in the middle of the night.”

        

        Countdown to Disney World

        Okay, let’s summarize. Here’s what needs to be done—and when.

        As Soon as Possible
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                	Choose your resort. To help find the best on-site hotel for you, consult Chapter 2, and once you’ve narrowed your options, make reservations via www.disneyworld.disney.go.com or 407/934–7639 (407/W–DISNEY).
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                	Book your room. Even if you’re staying off-site, booking early is smart. A great way to get discounts on off-site lodging is to go to the Orlando Travel Bureau Web site at www.visitorlando.com to request an Orlando Vacation Planning Kit Magicard. It takes three to four weeks to get the package, but the card qualifies you for significant discounts at many off-site hotels.
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                	Buy your theme-park tickets. You can either buy online at www.disneyworld.disney.go.com or call 407/934–7639 (407/W–DISNEY).
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                Money-Saving Tip
            

            The Magicard, offered through the Orlando Travel Bureau, is a great source of savings for families staying at off-site hotels, and you can download the card, as well as get lots of general Orlando information, by visiting www.visitorlando.com. Another way to cut your costs is to buy an entertainment discount-coupon book for your hometown. The books are best known for their local restaurant coupons, but
                few people realize that a nationwide directory of hotels offering discounts can be found in the back. Several off-site Orlando hotels are listed, and a discount can make an upscale resort as inexpensive as an interstate cheapie. But only a few rooms per hotel are earmarked for the discount, so your chances of cashing in improve if you’re willing to book early.

        

        Six Months in Advance
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                	Flying? Book now.
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                	If you need a rental car, reserve it now.
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                	You can arrange for dining reservations, including character meals and dinner shows, 180 days in advance (90 days in advance during special promotions) by calling 407/939–3463 (407/WDW–DINE) or booking online at www.disneyworld.disney.go.com. Online is faster if you know exactly what you want, but if you need advice make the telephone call and talk to a real Disney cast member.
            

            
                	[image: ]   
                	Does your little princess want to be styled at the Bibbidi Bobbidi Boutique? Sign her up 180 days in advance by dialing 407/939–7895 (407/WDW–STYLE).
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                	Families who would like to take a behind-the-scenes tour or enroll their kids in one of the Grand Floridian programs—such as the pirate-theme scavenger hunt or tea with Alice and the other Wonderland characters—should book at this stage. Call 407/939–8687 (407/WDW–TOUR) for the tours and 407/939–3463 (407/WDW–DINE) for the Grand Floridian programs. Kid-friendly tours and programs are explained in Chapter 10.
            

        

        Four Months in Advance
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                	To book a fireworks cruise call 407/939–7529 (407/WDW–PLAY). See Chapter 10 for more information.
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                	Interested in golf, parasailing, surfing, or some other sport? Book your time by calling 407/939–7529 (407/WDW–PLAY). See Chapter 10 for details.
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                	Want a spa treatment? Call Saratoga Springs Resort & Spa at 407/827–4455 or the Grand Floridian Resort at 407/824–2332 for a reservation.
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                	For Cirque du Soleil tickets, call 407/939–7600 or visit www.cirquedusoleil.com.
            

        

        Two Weeks in Advance

        
            
                	[image: ]   
                	You should be good to go. Just reconfirm theme-park hours at www.disneyworld.disney.go.com and check over reservations, so when you get to Orlando all you’ll have to focus on is having fun.
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                Helpful Hint
            

            Numerous Web sites provide information and advice on Walt Disney World. Disney’s official site, www.disneyworld.disney.go.com, is definitely the place to start but for no-holds-barred reviews, check out www.mousesavers.com, www.disboards.com, and www.fodors.com/forums.

        

        Things to Discuss with Your Kids Before You Leave Home

        It’s important to include the kids in the vacation planning, so discuss the following topics before you leave home.

        The Trip Itself

        There are two schools of thought on just how far in advance you should tell the kids you’re headed to Disney World. Because many families make reservations as much as a year in advance, it’s easy to fall into a “waiting for Christmas” syndrome, with the kids nearly in a lather of anticipation weeks before you leave. To avoid the agony of a long countdown, one couple packed in secret and then woke the kids up at 5 AM and announced, “Get in the car, we’re going to Disney World.” The best method is probably somewhere between these two extremes. Tell your kids at the time you make the reservations and solicit their opinions about what activities to book in advance, but don’t begin poring over the brochures in earnest until about a month before the trip.

        The Layout of the Parks

        Testimonies from the more than 1,000 families surveyed or interviewed for this book have shown that the amount of advance research you do directly correlates with how much you enjoy your trip. Don’t get me wrong—visitors who show up at Disney World without any preparation can still have fun, but their comment sheets are peppered with “Next time I’ll know …” and “If only we had …”

        If you’re letting preteens and teens roam around on their own, brief them on the locations of major attractions. But the pleasures of being prepared can extend even to preschoolers. If you purchase a few Disney World coloring books or a kids’ touring guide, even the youngest child will arrive able to identify Spaceship Earth and Splash Mountain. A little knowledge before entering the gates is essential to helping you spend your time in
            the parks wisely.

        The Classic Stories of Disney

        If your kids are under 8, another good pretrip purchase is a set of Disney books with CDs or tapes. Even though parental eyes may glaze over when Dumbo starts over for the 34th time, these recordings and books help to familiarize kids with the characters and rides they’ll be seeing once they arrive. “I made sure my 1-year-old was familiar with the Disney characters, but what really helped was buying the Disney Classics CD before the
            trip,” wrote one mom. “We listened to it in the car every day and when we were at Disney, we would get so excited when he heard a song; we knew that he would jump around and try to sing along.”

        Some families rent Disney movies before the trip. For example, viewing Honey, I Shrunk the Kids before you leave will vastly improve your children’s appreciation of the Honey, I Shrunk the Kids Movie Set Adventure at Hollywood. Even watching an old favorite like The Little Mermaid or Aladdin can refresh your child’s memory and make it doubly exciting when, a few weeks later, he comes face-to-face with the characters in the
            park.

        Special Academic Projects

        See the section “Should We Take the Kids Out of School?” earlier in this chapter for ideas. Whatever project you decide upon, it’s essential you get the kids on board before you arrive in Orlando. Once there, they’ll be too distracted for your lectures on academic responsibility.

        
            
            Souvenirs and Money
        

        Will you save all souvenir purchases for the last day? Buy one small souvenir every day? Are the children expected to spend their own money, or will you spring for the T-shirts? Whatever you decide, set the rules before you’re in the park. Otherwise the selection of goodies will lure you into spending far more than you anticipated.

        One excellent technique for limiting impulse buys is to purchase Disney Dollars the first day you’re in WDW. (You can get them at any on-site hotel or at Guest Relations in any park.) Disney Dollars come in denominations of $1, $5, and $10 (with pictures of Disney characters where presidents would be) and are accepted throughout Disney World. You can give your kids an age-appropriate number of Disney Dollars at the
            beginning of the trip, explaining that this money alone is for souvenirs.

        The Scare Factor

        Finally, give some thought to the scare factor. A disappointing meal or boring show can ruin an hour, but if misjudging a ride leaves you with a terrified or nauseated child, that can ruin the whole day.

        How frightening a ride is can be tough to gauge because Disney World scariness comes in two forms—the atmospheric or creepy kind as in the cobwebbed old hotel in the Tower of Terror, or the motion-related kind. And note that while Space Mountain and Expedition Everest are obviously risky, some guests can lose their lunch on sweet little charmers like the Mad Tea Party.

        Disney’s guidance comes in the form of height requirements, but saying that a 41-inch-tall 5-year-old can ride Big Thunder Mountain is no indication that he should ride Big Thunder Mountain. As we all know, some 6-year-olds are fearless and some 11-year-olds easily unnerved. Read the ride descriptions and scare-factor ratings in this book to find out what you’re dealing with.

        Height Requirements

        
            
                The Magic Kingdom
            
        

        Barnstormer

        35 inches

        Big Thunder Mountain

        40 inches

        Splash Mountain

        40 inches

        Space Mountain

        44 inches

        Stitch’s Great Escape

        40 inches

        Tomorrowland Speedway

        32 inches

        
            
                Epcot
            
        

        Mission: SPACE

        44 inches

        Soarin’

        40 inches

        Test Track

        40 inches

        
            
                Hollywood Studios
            
        

        Rock ’n’ Roller Coaster

        48 inches

        Star Tours

        40 inches

        Tower of Terror

        40 inches

        
            
                The Animal Kingdom
            
        

        Dinosaur

        40 inches

        Expedition Everest

        44 inches

        Kali River Rapids

        38 inches

        Primeval Whirl

        48 inches

        If you’re still unsure, employ these strategies:

        
            
                	[image: ]   
                	Do a Baby Swap. (No, this does not mean you can trade your shrieking toddler for that angelic napping infant behind you!) If you have doubts about whether a ride is appropriate for your child, inform the attendant that you may need to do a Baby Swap. As you approach the attraction, one parent rides and returns with the verdict. If the first parent thinks the child will do okay, the second parent
                    immediately boards and rides with the child. If the first parent thinks the ride is too wild, the second (yet-to-ride) parent passes the child through to the first parent and then rides him- or herself. It sounds confusing, but the attendants help you and it actually works smoothly.
            

            
                	[image: ]   
                	Slowly increase ride intensity throughout the day. This advice runs counter to the touring tips you’ll find later in this book that recommend you ride the big-deal attractions first thing in the morning, but if you’re not sure your 7-year-old is up for a roller coaster, start her off slowly. Kids who begin with something relatively mild like Pirates of the Caribbean often build up their nerve throughout the day and close out the night on
                    Space Mountain.
            

            
                	[image: ]   
                	Avoid motion sickness. Obviously, steer clear of bumpy rides after eating. If you feel queasy on a motion-simulation ride like Star Tours, stare at something inside the cabin, like the seat in front of you, instead of the screen.
            

        

        Don’t Leave Home Without …

        
            
                	
                    [image: ]   
                	Comfortable shoes. Forget about wearing sandals or slides in the parks—stick to sneakers. And this is no time to be breaking in new shoes.
            

            
                	
                    [image: ]   
                	Minimal clothing. Many hotels have laundry facilities and you can always wash out clothes in the sink. Most families over-pack, not figuring on all the souvenirs they’ll bring back. Disney T-shirts are not only great for touring but can serve as swimsuit cover-ups and pajamas as well. And unless you’re planning a special evening out at Victoria & Albert’s, casual clothing is acceptable everywhere.
            

            
                	
                    [image: ]   
                	Lightweight jackets. It rains in Orlando year-round, so jackets should be water-resistant.
            

            
                	
                    
                    [image: ]   
                	Basic necessities. These include disposable diapers, baby formula, camera, memory cards or film, and blank camcorder tapes. All these are available within Disney World, but at premium prices.
            

            
                	
                    [image: ]   
                	Sunscreen. Keep a tube with you and reapply it often. Sunburn is the number-one complaint at the first-aid clinic in the Magic Kingdom. You need sun protection all through the year in Orlando, not just in summer.
            

            
                	
                    [image: ]   
                	A waist pack. Unlike a purse, a waist pack frees up your hands for boarding rides, pushing strollers, and holding on to your kids. A backpack is another option and good for carrying snacks and water, but even a light one can start to hurt your shoulders after a while. Plus, some rides don’t allow backpacks, so you may have to keep putting yours in a locker.
            

            
                	
                    [image: ]   
                	Resealable plastic bags. Disney serves such large dining portions, even on kiddie meals, that some parents report they save some of the fruit or chips for a later snack.
            

            
                	
                    
                    [image: ]   
                	Sunglasses. The Florida sun is so blinding that more than once I’ve reached into my bag for my sunglasses only to realize I already had them on. Kids too young for sunglasses need wide-billed caps to cut down the glare.
            

            
                	
                    [image: ]   
                	Strollers. Most Orlando hotels are huge, so if you have an infant or toddler, you’ll need your own stroller just to get around your hotel.
            

            
                	
                    [image: ]   
                	Your iPhone. This can have many in-park uses other than the obvious advantage of relocating each other when someone gets lost. In the MK, you can download a wait-time app, Mobile Magic, that gives you real-time info on the length of lines at key attractions. And one enterprising father from Montreal reported that he used his iPhone every morning to take a picture of the family’s parking spot du jour. “Otherwise,” he said, “by
                    day four we couldn’t have possibly remembered where we’d left the car.”
            

        

        
            
                
                    [image: ]
                

            

            
                Helpful Hint
            

            One thing you probably don’t want to bring with you is the family pet. If you do, board it at the kennel on Disney property, which is called Best Friends Pet Care (877/493–9738, www.wdw.bestfriendspetcare.com). They take excellent care of the animals there, with multiple walks per day; and our readers have been impressed with the cleanliness of the facility and professionalism of
                the staff. Prices vary according to the breed, time of year, and length of stay. Never, repeat, never leave an animal locked in a car, no matter what time of year you’re visiting. The Florida heat and humidity are far too dangerous.

        

        The Frantic Factor

        Although I rate rides throughout this book according to their “scare factor,” I’ve often thought that I should include ratings on the “frantic factor” as well, measuring how hysterical the average parent is apt to become in any given situation.

        I’m often asked to speak to parent groups on the topic of family travel. Almost inevitably, someone wants tips on how to make a Disney vacation relaxing. These people are very earnest, but they might as well be asking me to recommend a nice ski lodge for their upcoming trip to Hawaii. The only honest response is, “If you want to relax, you’re going to the wrong place.” Disney World is a high-stimulation environment, a total assault on all
            five senses mixed in with a constant and mind-boggling array of choices. This is not the week to take your kids off Ritalin or discuss marital issues with your spouse. It helps to keep a sense of humor and to go in with a full understanding that, vacation or not, this is unlikely to be the most relaxing week of your life. As one French mother of three sagely points out, “You can sleep later, when Mickey is done with you.”

        Actually, high stimulation and a lively pace may be the reason most people go to Disney World in the first place. Families who slip over the line from happily stimulated to unhappily frantic often do so because:

        
            
                	they forget to build in adequate rest breaks

                	they’ve planned their trips for the busiest times of the year

                	they’re confused about the logistics of touring

                	they’re hell-bent on taking it all in because “We’re paying through the nose for this!” and “Who knows when we’ll get back?”

            

        

        This book is full of tips to help you avoid the first three mistakes, but your attitude is pretty much up to you. Just remember that doing it all is not synonymous with having the most fun, and if time is tight, limit your touring to those attractions that have the most appeal for your particular group. As for when you’ll get back, who knows? But using this as a rationale for pushing everyone in the family past his personal exhaustion limit only guarantees that
            you’ll never want to come back. The way for parents to really relax at Disney (besides spending time in hotel hot tubs with adjacent bars) is to do a little less, and enjoy it a little more.

        One wise-beyond-his-years 14-year-old admits, “I was really obsessive-compulsive about getting everything done, seeing every ride, parade, and show. This led to a couple of breakdowns halfway through the trip, but we pulled it together and the last few days focused more on having fun in the moment than planning what we would do next.”

    


End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 
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Quick Guide to Magic
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Height Duration of Scare

Attraction Location Requirement Speed of Line Ride/Show Factor Age Range
Astro Orbiter Tomorrowland None Slow 2min. ! 5and up
Big Thunder Mountain Railroad Frontierland 40 inches Moderate 3 min. " Sand up
Buzz Lightyear’s Space Ranger Spin  Tomorrowland None Fast 6 min. 0 3and up
Carousel of Progress Tomorrowland None Fast 22 min. 0 10 and up
Country Bear Jamboree Frontierland None Moderate 15 min. 0 All
Dumbo Fantasyland None Slow 1 min. 0 All
The Enchanted Tiki Room Adventureland None Fast 20 min. 0 All
The Hall of Presidents Liberty Square None Fast 20 min. 0 10 and up
Haunted Mansion Liberty Square None Slow 9 min. " 7 and up
it's a small world Fantasyland None Fast 11 min. 0 All
Jungle Cruise Adventureland None Slow 10 min. 0 All
Liberty Square Riverboat Liberty Square None Fast 15 min. 0 All
Mad Tea Party Fantasyland None Slow 2 min. 0 4and up
The Magic Carpets of Aladdin Adventureland None Moderate 1 min. 0 All
Prince Charming Royal Carrousel  Fantasyland None Slow 2min. 0 Al
The Many Adventures of Fantasyland None Moderate 5 min. 0 All
Winnie the Pooh
Mickey's PhilharMagic Fantasyland None Moderate 20 min 0 Al
Monsters, Inc. Laugh Floor Tomorrowland None Moderate 22 min. 0 All
Peter Pan's Flight Fantasyland None Moderate 3min. 0 Al
Pirates of the Caribbean Adventureland None Fast 8 min. n 6and up
Space Mountain Tomorrowland 44 inches Moderate 3 min. m 7 and up
Splash Mountain Frontierland 40inches Moderate 10 min. 1" 5and up
Stitch’s Great Escape Tomorrowland 40 inches Moderate 15 min m 7 and up
Swiss Family Robinson Treehouse  Adventureland None Slow n/a 0 4 and up

land Indy d Tc land None Slow 5 min. 0 2and up
Tomorrowland Transit Authority Tomorrowland None Fast 10 min. 0 All
Tom Sawyer Island Frontierland None Slow n/a 0 4 and up
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Quick Guide to Off-Site Hotels

Hotels

Description

Phone and Web

Nearest Theme Park

Price Range

Comfort Suites at
Maingate East

Embassy Suites
Lake Buena Vista

Holiday Inn
SunSpree

Hyatt Regency
Grand Cypress

La Quinta
International Drive North

Magical Memories
Villas

Nickelodeon
Holiday Inn Family Suites

Residence Inn
SeaWorld Int'l. Center

Sheraton Vistana

Inexpensive but close to Disney, free
breakfast, best value for suites

Good location, free breakfast buffet,

lots of sporting activities

Child-oriented activities all day long,
kid suites, free breakfast and shuttles

Luxury hotel, magnificent pool,

camplike activities for kids

Convenient location for all three
parks, free breakfast and shuttles

Private homes and condos for
rent, good choice for large families

Nonstop action for the kids,
themed kid suites, elaborate pool

Quiet and homelike suites, SeaWorld
packages, free breakfast buffet

A favorite with our readers—central
location, well maintained, quiet

407/397-7848
choicehotels.com

407/239-1144
embassysuites.com

407/239-4500
kidsuites.com

407/239-1234

Walt Disney World

Walt Disney World

Walt Disney World

Walt Disney World

hyattregencygrandcypress.com

407/351-4100
lg.com

407/390-8200

Universal Studios,
SeaWorld

Depends on location

magicalmemories.com

407/387-5437
nickhotel.com

407/313-3611
residenceinn.com

407/238-5000
starwood.com

Walt Disney World
SeaWorld

Equidistant from all

Budget: $89 and up
Moderate: $113 and up

Budget: $72 and up,
kid suites $94 and up

Luxury: $165 and up
Budget: $64 and up

Moderate: $99 and up
most $144 and up

Moderate: $99 and up,
kid suites $139 and up

Moderate: $119 and up

Moderate: $125 and up
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Quick Guide to Universal Studios
Attractions

Height Duration of Scare

Attraction Requirement Speed of Line Ride/Show Factor Age Range
Animal Planet Live! None Fast 20 min. 0 All
Beetlejuice’s Graveyard Revue None Fast 25 min. ] 5and up
Curious George Goes to Town None n/a n/a 0 All

A Day in the Park with Barney None Fast 15 min 0 Al
Despicable Me 3-D None Moderate 15 min ! All
Disaster! None Moderate 20 min ! 5and up
E.T. Adventure Separate seating for Slow 15 min ! All

kids under 40 inches

Fievel’s Playland None Moderate n/a 0 All
Hollywood Rip, Ride, and Rockit 51 inches Moderate 7 min. 1 8and up
Jaws None Moderate 10 min. " 7 and up
Lucy, A Tribute None Fast n/a 0 All

Men in Black: Alien Attack 42 inches Fast 25 min 1" 7 and up
Revenge of the Mummy 48 inches Moderate 15 min 1 7 and up
Shrek 4-D None Moderate 30 min 1 4 and up
The Simpsons 40 inches Moderate 7 min. 1 7 and up
Terminator 2: 3-D None Slow 25 min. n 7 and up
Twister: Ride It Out None Moderate 15 min. " 7 and up
Universal Horror Make-Up Show None Fast 20 min. 1 7 and up
Woody Woodpecker's 36 inches Moderate 1% min. ! 4and up

Nuthouse Coaster

Scare Factor
0 = Unlikely to scare any child of any age.

as dark or loud elements; might rattle some toddlers.
A couple of gotchal moments; should be fine for school-age kids.
You need to be pretty big and pretty brave to handle this ride.






OEBPS/images/Fodo_9780307929136_epub_023bm_r1.jpg
Quick Guide to Animal Kingdom
Attractions

Height Duration of Scare
Attraction Location Requirement Speed of Line Ride/Show Factor Age Range
The Boneyard DinolLand None n/a n/a 0 All
Character Greeting Area Camp Minnie- None Moderate n/a 0 All
Mickey
Dinosaur DinolLand 40 inches Moderate 10 min. n 7 and up
Expedition Everest Asia 44 inches Moderate 10 min m 8and up
Festival of the Lion King Camp Minnie- None Moderate 25 min. 0 All
Mickey
Finding Nemo—the Musical DinolLand None Moderate 30 min. 0 All
Flights of Wonder Asia None Fast 25 min. 0 All
Kali River Rapids Asia 38 inches Moderate 7 min ! 4and up
Kilimanjaro Safaris Africa None Moderate 20 min. ! 6and up
Maharajah Jungle Trek Asia None Fast n/a 0 Al
Pangani Forest Exploration Trail Africa None Moderate n/a 0 Al
Primeval Whirl DinolLand 48 inches Slow 7 min. " 5and up
Rafiki’s Planet Watch Africa None Fast 20 min. 0 All
Tree of Life— Discovery Island None Slow 10 min. | All
It's Tough to be a Bug!
TriceraTop Spin DinolLand None Slow 4 min All

Scare Factor

0 = Unlikely to scare any child of any age.

! = Has dark or loud elements; might rattle some toddlers.

A couple of gotcha! moments; should be fine for school-age kids.
You need to be pretty big and pretty brave to handle this ride.
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Quick Guide to Epcot Attract:ons
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On-Site & OFf-Site Hotels
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Theme-ParK TicKet-
Price Chart

TICKET OPTIO
TICKET 10-DAY 7-DAY &-DAY S5-DAY 4-DAY 3-DAY 2-DAY 1-DAY
BASE TICKET

Ages 10-up $291 $267  $259  $251  $243  $232  $168  $85
Ages3-9  $272 $248  $240  $232  $224 214  $155  $79
‘Base Tickef admits guest to one of the four major theme parks per day’ use.

Park choices are: Magic Kingdom, Epcat, Disney Hollywood Studios, Disney's Animal Kingdom.

8-day and 9-day tickets are also available.

ADD: Park

Hopper $55 $55 $55 $55 $55 $55 $55 $55

Pork Happer option entitles guest to visit more than one theme park per day’s use. Park choices are.
any combination of: Magic Kingdom, Epcot, Disney Hollywood Studios, Disney’s Animal Kingdom.

ADD: Water  $55 $55 $55 $55 $55 $55 $55 $55
Park Fun 10 visits 7 visits 6 visits  Svisits 4 visits 3visits 2 visits 1 visit

Woler Pork Fun option entitles guest to a specified number of visits (between 2 and 10) to a choice of
entertainment and recreation venues. Choices are: Blizzard Beach, Typhoon Lagoon,
and Wide Warld of Sports.

ADD: No
Expiration ~ $225 $160  $130  $115  $75 $35 $25 n/a

No Expirafion means that unused admissions on a ticket may be used any time in the future.
Without this option, tickets expire 14 days after first use.

MINOR PARKS AND ATTRACTIONS

TICKET AGES 10-UP AGES 3-9
TYPHOON LAGOON OR BLIZZARD BEACH

1-Day 1-Park $49 $41
DISNEYQUEST

1-Day $43 $37
CIRQUE DU SOLEIL'S LA NOUBA $71-$124 $57-899

VAl prces are subject to Florida sales tax.
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Walt Disney World
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“MUST READING FOR EVERYONE PLANNING TO BRING THE FAMILY."
—KATIE COURIC

WALT DISNEY
WORLD

with Kids
2012

with Universal Orlando’, SeaWorld® & Aquatica’
Qe »

Over 500,000 copies in print!

KIM WRIGHT WILEY
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Quick Guide to Full-Service Restaurants
in the Magic Kingdom

Restaurant Description Location Rating Price  Advance Suitability Meals
Reservations for Kids Served

Cinderella’s Dine in the castle with Fantasyland *k $$$ Necessary High BRI
Royal Table the princess characters

The Crystal Palace Buffet dining with Winnie Main Street * Kk $$ Necessary High B, LD

the Pooh and friends

Liberty Tree Tavern Thanksgiving-style feast Liberty Square *k $$ Recommended Moderate LD
The Plaza Restaurant Don't miss the sundaes Main Street *k $$ Recommended Moderate L, D
Tony’s Town Square  Lady and the Tramp theme ~ Main Street *x  $$ Recommended High LD

Restaurant

and Italian classics
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Quick Guide ¢

in the WDW Hotels

o Full-Service Restaurants

Restaurant Description Location Rating  Price  Advance Suitability Meals
Reservations for Kids  Served

Artist Point Fine dining in a rustic Wilderness *k $$$ Recommended Low D
setting Lodge

Big River Grille & Casual restaurant and BoardWalk * $$ Not accepted Moderate L, D

Brewing Works brewpub

bluezoo Fine seafood in a sleek, Dolphin *k $$$ Necessary Low D
upscale setting

Boatwright's Southern dishes and Port Orleans, * $$ Recommended Moderate B, D

Dining Hall tame Cajun Riverside

Boma African-inspired buffet Animal King- %% % $$$ Recommended Moderate B, D
and great breakfasts dom Lodge

California Grill The best of all Contemporary *kx  $$$ Necessary High D

Cape May Café Character dining at breakfast, ~ Beach Club *kk $$ Recommended High B,D
clambakes in the evening

Captain’s Grille Cheery and bright—a cut Yacht Club *k $$ Recommended Moderate B, L, D
above a coffee shop

Chef Mickey's Character dining while Contemporary k% $$ Necessary High B,D
the monorail zooms by

Citricos Gourmet cuisine and an Grand *ok ok $$$ Necessary Low D
outstanding wine list Floridian

Coral Café Buffets in the Dolphin * $$ For large parties Low B, L D
evening only, recommended

ESPN Club The perfect place to BoardWalk * $ Not accepted Moderate L, D
watch the big game

Flying Fish Café Excellent seafood and steaks  BoardWalk *kk $$$ Necessary Low D

Grand Floridian Café  Great variety, Southern Grand *ok $$ Recommended Moderate B, L, D
classics Floridian

Gullivers Grill at Whimsical decor, Swan *k $$ Recommended Moderate B, L, D

Garden Grove

basic food
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Quick Guide to On-Site Hotels

Hotel Description Location Rating _Prico Range
Sarstoga Spings Resortand Spa Amazing 1ot pool, spacious DownomDsney  xx S90-5130
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‘gl

Height Duration of
| Attraction Location Requirement Speed of Line Ride/Show Age Range
American Idol Hollywood BIvd. ~ None n/a 35 min. 0 7 and up
Backlot Tour Pixar Ave. None Fast 35min. ! 5and up
Beauty and the Beast— Sunset Blvd. None Fast 30 min. 0 All
Live on Stage!
Disney Junior Animation None Moderate 15 min. 0 All
Courtyard
Fantasmic! Sunset Blvd. None Fast 25 min. 1Y 3and up
The Great Movie Ride Hollywood Blvd. None Fast 25 min. ! 5and up
Honey, | Shrunk the Kids Streets of America  None Slow n/a 0 2and up
Movie Set
Indiana Jones Epic Stunt Hollywood Blvd. None Fast 30 min. ! All
Spectacular
Lights, Motors, Action! Streets of America  None Moderate 25 min. 1" All
Extreme Stunt Show
The Magic of Disney Animation None Moderate 35 min. 0 All
Animation Courtyard
Muppet*Vision 3-D Streets of America  None Fast 20 min. ! 2and up
Rock '’ Roller Coaster Sunset Blvd. 48 inches Moderate 3 min. m 8and up
Sounds Dangerous Hollywood Blvd. ~ None Slow 15 min. 1" 7 and up
Starring Drew Carey
Star Tours Hollywood Blvd. 40 inches Moderate 10 min. " 5and up
Toy Story Mania Pixar Ave. None Moderate 12 min. 0 Al
Twilight Zone Tower of Terror Sunset Blvd. 40 inches Moderate 10 min. m 8and up
Voyage of the Little Mermaid Animation None Slow 20 min. 1" 6and up
Courtyard

Walt Disney: One Man’s Dream Pixar Ave. None Moderate 20 min. 0 8and up






OEBPS/images/Fodo_9780307929136_epub_039_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Fodo_9780307929136_epub_027_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Fodo_9780307929136_epub_026_r1.jpg
.
Cave Entrance

k3
Cave Entrance

Cross-Country
Creek

L

o

Tike's Peak

L4
‘First Aid f#f) e
(o] ' ' ' KEY
Park
Entra::e/ A4
* ATM
\






OEBPS/images/Fodo_9780307929136_epub_025_r1.jpg
Typhoon Lagoon

Mt. Mayday
Storm
Slides
Keelhaul M:yltliay o o
Falls alns Humanga
o Kowabunga

o // A Z
Gang k
Falls
Ketchakiddie ‘
Creek
[ro) (4]

Shark

Reef
Beach
(i) Area
Castaway
i Typhoon

Cove

hain Forest Lagoon Typhoon
Tilly's
Forest
o Castaway
Creek o
Surf
— Pool © Crush 'n’
‘ Getaway Gusher
Glen
Raf Slurp’s Up ¢ '
Rent:
Beach Area

High & Dr
\ Towels
e
Castaway C ‘
Singapore Sal’s
eaning Saleable Salva
Palms
) .
First Aid
@ l . - X Restaurants
Entrance

[#if) Restrooms






OEBPS/images/Fodo_9780307929136_epub_024_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Fodo_9780307929136_epub_tp_r1.jpg
WALT DISNEY
WORLD
with Kids

nnnnnnnnnnnnn





OEBPS/images/Fodo_9780307929136_epub_023_r1.jpg
Quick Guide to Animal Kingdom

Attacton
The soneysd

Chaactar Greatog e

Oinosaur
Expodition vrest

Festilof the Lo King

Findng Nomo—the ksl
Fights of Wonder

imanjao Safaris
PanganiForest Exlorton T
Rafcs Plane Watch

T of e

alop Spn

Saare Factor

s ko fou
= A couplo of gotcha
=Noume

Location
Dinatand

Camp v
Vickey

Dinatand

Camp v
Viekey

Dinatand

0= Unilely o scareany chid of any e
famans:

Attractions

Height
Roquirement

inches

None.

Nore
None.
Nore
None.

None.

1o be protty big and protty brave o handl this ride.

Sped of Line

Moduate

Moderste
Modwste

Modsrate
Modsrte
Sow

Sow

Son

Durston of
Ride/Show.

T0mn
10min

2Smn

25mn

Dmn

Dmn

1omin.

Age Range

Bandup

~
bandup
~





OEBPS/images/Fodo_9780307929136_epub_022_r1.jpg
Disney’s Animal Kingdom

Kilimanjaro
Safaris 0 Pangani Forest
. Exploration Trail

AFRICA

+ Haramb: & i
ASIA
@ Maharajah

o.....
ce Jungle Trek

Kali River

/SCOV
ery p, hts of
Y Ri, 9
< .Wonder 0 Rapids

F|r
A| L
.
.
.. Al X Restaurants
) [#if] Restrooms
afari .,
o +e Parade Route

."""'... Expedition
DISCOVERY ISLAND Everest
Character .
Gfeeting Trails Tland Disney Flame Tree
B.
L Mercantile wlvs ‘ arbsche
¢ — il
CAMP MINNIE-
MICKEY
Festival of the @ The Boneyard
Lion King €
°
OASIS e ?T(” .
G?es Garden -imeval ng Nemo-the Musical
Relation Gate Gifts Res tosaurus Whirl
|
Lock =) o ] Theater
ocker - - OLAND in the Wild
Lockers s U.S.A.
DinoSue ﬁ

Rainforest
Café x Entrance o
[ )





OEBPS/images/Fodo_9780307929136_epub_021_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Fodo_9780307929136_epub_020_r1.jpg
Ourationof

Atacton Locaton Speedoftine  RderShow
mranida Hollwood B, None s o o Tondin
Bt Tour P Nove = Sma ' Sendie,
Sasuysnd v Bt St Nore [ e o M
iy
Osney s o e Moderse 15min o ~
Frmel SoaBid. oo o 2mn " swdio
The Gt i i Hollwood B Nono ot ma ' Sandun,
Honey Suunk e i Er———— sow s o 20mdup,
Vo
ndsnsfonesEpic S HolywoodBid  Nono = e i ~
s o A StoosofAmwica Noro Moderse 25mn " ~
Iotegcotonre fow o Moderte mn o ~
Misperiion 30 Stootsof Amwica Nono e 2 ' 200
Rock ol Cotr S, b Moderste e [ Ssndun,
P HolywoodBid  Nono sow o " Tondin
Sartous HolmoodSha.  a0ches Moderste o " Sandun,
Toy Sty Mo Pue e Nore. Moderste 12min o m
Tl Zone Toverof o St 0 Moderste Tomin. " Bsndie,
VosgoofhaLnteMemed  Aneaton  None sow e " sondie,
S

Wt Dney e Morsreom P v,






OEBPS/images/Fodo_9780307929136_epub_star_r1.gif





OEBPS/images/Fodo_9780307929136_epub_L06a_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Fodo_9780307929136_epub_empty_r1.gif





OEBPS/images/Fodo_9780307929136_epub_031bm_r1.jpg
Quick Guide to Full-Service Restaurants
at Epcot

Restaurant Description Location Rating  Price  Advance Suitability Meals
Reservations for Kids Served

Akershus Authentic Norwegian Norway ok $$ Necessary High B,L,D
cuisine and princess-
character buffets

Biergarten Rousing, noisy atmosphere Germany *k $$ Recommended High LD
and live entertainment

Bistro de Paris Classic French cuisine— France *kk $$% Necessary Low D
very elegant, very adult

Coral Reef Great views of the Living Seas *k  $58 Necessary High LD
Living Seas tank pavilion

Garden Grill American dishes and the Land *k $$ Recommended Moderate D

Restaurant Disney characters pavilion

Le Cellier Great steaks, excellent Canada *kk  $$$ Recommended Low LD
salmon, huge desserts

Les Chefs de France Like a Paris sidewalk café France *k $$% Necessary Moderate LD

Marrakesh Exotic food and Morocco *k $$ Recommended Moderate L, D
surroundings, belly dancers

Nine Dragons Cuisine representing China *x  §% Recommended Low LD
every region in China

Rose & Crown Pub & Pub atmosphere and United *k $$ Recommended Moderate L, D

Dining Room live entertainment Kingdom

San Angel Inn Beautiful, romantic setting Mexico *k $$ Recommended Moderate LD

Teppan Edo Dining room chefs slice Japan *xk $%S Necessary High LD
and dice before your eyes

Tutto Italia Upscale Italian, Italy *kk $$$ Necessary Moderate )
lively service

Via Napoli Best pizza in park; Italy Fokk $$ Necessary High L, D

charming setting with
equally charming service
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Quick Guide to On-Site Hotels

Hotel Description Location Rating  Price Range

All-Star Resorts Very popular, great price Animal Kingdom *x $82-$141

Animal Kingdom Lodge An exotic African theme Animal Kingdom ok k $300-$835

Animal Kingdom Lodge Villas Beautifully themed details, great Animal Kingdom ok k $325-$1,780
views of animals

Art of Animation Resort Elaborate theming and valued- ESPN Wide World N/A $159
priced suites of Sports Complex

Bay Lake Towers Sophisticated, high-tech villas adjacent Magic Kingdom * ok k $450-$1,490
to contemporary resort

Beach Club Resort Homey, lovely, and not one bit fancy Epcot * Kk k $390-$845

Beach Club Villas Big suites in a great location Epcot *k ok $390-$1,510

BoardWalk Inn Rooms are spacious, modern, and Epcot *kk $390-$845
attractive

BoardWalk Villas Great location for both Epcot Epcot * kK $390-$1,825
and Hollywood Studios

Caribbean Beach Resort Tropical theme and the price is right Epcot *k $149-$245

Contemporary Resort Convenient and lively Magic Kingdom * K $300-$845

Coronado Springs Resort Elaborate pool with pyramid slide Animal Kingdom *k $149-$245

Dolphin Resort Adult atmosphere, great restaurant selection Epcot * $219-$459

Fort Wilderness Campground Great for families who like to camp Magic Kingdom *k $42-$82 (sites),

$325 (cabins)

Grand Floridian Expensive, but luxurious Magic Kingdom *k $465-$1,090

Old Key West Resort Lots of room, quiet Downtown Disney *x $330-$1,370

Polynesian Resort Relaxed and casual with a loyal, Magic Kingdom ok k $425-$970
repeat clientele

Pop Century Resort 5,760 budget rooms, lively theme ESPN Wide World * $82-$141

of Sports Complex

Port Orleans Resort With French Quarter or Downtown Disney *kk $149-$245
Riverside options

Saratoga Springs Resort and Spa  Amazing grotto pool, spacious Downtown Disney *x $390-$1,390

Swan Resort Adult-oriented, great water areas Epcot * $219-$459

Wilderness Lodge Rustic looking, with an intimate feel Magic Kingdom >k k $290-$625

Wilderness Lodge Villas Great setting, a bit more space Magic Kingdom *kk $395-$845

Yacht Club Resort At the door of the World Epcot Kk ok $390-$1,510
Showcase

NoTe: The central reservations number for on-site hotels is 407/W-DISNEY.
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Quick Guide to  Islands of Adventure
Attractions

Ourtionof  Scre
Spesdofting  RdeiShow  Factor Age Range
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QuicK Guide to Islands of Adventure

Attractions

Attraction Location
The Aming Adventures of Super Horo land
Spideriian

Comp Juassic s Park
CoroSaussol Souss Landing
The Catinthe ot Souss Landing
Discovery Canter s Park

O oo Fersl Super Horo land
Dragon Challenge Horey Potter
Dudiey Do-Rights Rptaw Pl Toon Lagoon
The EightnVoyaga of Sndbad  Lost Continant
The Fightofthe Hippogrif Hory Poter
Hory Poterand the Hory Potter
Forbiddan Joumey

Highin e Sy Sess Ty Seuss Landing

11 Ranthe oo Souss Landing
The ncrdicl Holk Cosster Super Horo and
Mo Shp, the Ol Toon Lagoon
One ish, oo Fish Seuss Landing
Red Fan, Blos Fih

Popey & Butot Bige-RatBarges Toon Lagoon
Posaidon's Fury LostContinent
Preranodon Fyers Surssc otk
Rover At s Pk
Storm Force Accelaron Super Horo and
SN G R o ot
e e e

HRO T L T o S IS U T T

Height

Requirement Sped of Line

0inches

None.
None.
None.
S2inches
Stinches
None.
Sbinches
8inches

Sinches
None.
Stinches

None.

2inches
None.

Shinches
2inches

Modarate

Slow
Maderste
e

Sow
Moderate
Madarate
Sow

Slow

Sow
Maderste
wa

Sow

Moderate
Sow
Siow

Sow

Duration of
RidelShow.

15min

we
3min
bmin
wa
2min.
7,
Bmin
Zmin
Bmin.

min,

Bmin
wa

12min
2min
e
Smin.

S

Age Range
Tandup

a
A
A
A
7andup
Tonduo
Pandup
Bandup.
a
Tondup

a
A
Bandup.
A
a

andup.
Pandup
Tondie
Tandup
o
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QuickK Guide to Universal Studios
Attractions

Height Durationof  Scare
Attraction Requirement Speedofline  Ride/Show  Factor  AgeRange
Animal Planet Ll None Fast 2min o A
Beetuice’s Graveyard Revwe None Fast 25 min f Sandup
Curious George Goss o Toun None ws wa o A
ADay i the Parkwith Barney None Fast 15min o A
Despicable Mo 30 None Moderate 15min, ' A
Disssert None Moderate 20min. ' Sendup
ET Advenure Separate seatinglor  Slow 15min, ' A
i under 40 inches

Fiowls Playand None Moderste wa o A
Hollwood Rip, Ride,and Rockit Stinches Moderate 7 min. w Bandup
Jows Moderate 10min, " Tondup
Ly ATrbute None Fast wa o A
MeninBlack: Alen Attack a2inches Fast 25 min " Tondup
Revenge of the Mummy aBinches Modecate 15min Tondup
Shrek 4D None Moderate min " andup
The Simpsons Dinches Moderate 7 min " Tandup
Torminator 230 None Siow 25 min Tondup
Tuister: Ride 1t Out None Moderate 15min " Tandup
Universal Horror Mke-Up Show None Fast 2min " Tondup
Woody Woodpeckers Sbinches Moderate i, ' amdup

Nathotse Coner

Scar Factor

0= Unlkaly o sar amyci of
o oo et gk el sometoddters.
Couploofgotchl momans hould e fne fo choologe ids.

'You need to be pretty big and pratty brave to handie thisrds.
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Quick Guide to Epcot Attractions

Height Duration of Scare
Attraction Location Requirement Speed of Line Ride/Show Factor Age Range
The American Adventure World Showcase None Fast 30 min. 0 All
Captain E-O Future World None Fast 17 min. ! 5and up
Circle of Life Future World None Fast 20 min. 0 All
Gran Fiesta Tour World Showcase None Fast 9 min, 0 All
Impressions de France World Showcase None Fast 20 min. 0 10 and up
Innoventions Future World None n/a n/a 0 3and up
Journey Into Imagination Future World None Fast 13 min ! 3and up
Living with the Land Future World None Fast 10 min. 0 All
Maelstrom World Showcase None Moderate 15 min. " 4 and up
Mission: SPACE Future World 44 inches Slow 15 min " 7 and up
O Canada! World Showcase None Fast 20 min. 0 10 and up
Reflections of China World Showcase None Fast 20 min. 0 10 and up
The Seas with Nemo and Friends  Future World None Moderate 8 min. 0 All
Soarin’ Future World 40 inches Moderate 15 min. ! 5and up
Spaceship Earth Future World None Moderate 15 min. 0 All
Test Track Future World 40 inches Slow 25 min. " 7 and up
Universe of Energy Future World None Slow 30 min 1" 3and up

Scare Factor
0 = Unlikely to scare any child of any age.

Has dark or loud elements; might rattle some toddlers.

couple of gotcha! moments; should be fine for school-age kids.
You need to be pretty big and pretty brave to handle this ride.
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The Wave . .. of
American Flavors
Whispering Canyon
Cafe

Yachtsman
Steakhouse

Innovative regional
cuisine

Comfort food,
family-style service

One of the premier steak
houses in Disney World

Contemporary %%
Resort

Wilderness >k
Lodge
Yacht Club *k

$$

$$

$3$

Recommended

Recommended

Recommended

Low

High

Low
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QuicK Guide to Full - Service Restaurants
at Disneys Hollywood Studios

Restaurant Description Rating  Price  Advance Suitability Meals
Reservations for Kids Served

'50s Prime Want to star in a *k $$ Recommended High LD

Time Café 1950s sitcom?

The Hollywood Elegant and lovely *kk 9% Recommended Low LD

Brown Derby with upscale cuisine

Hollywood & Vine Large, attractive buffeteria, character *k $ Recommended High B, L, D
meals with Playhouse Disney gang

Mama Melrose’s Good food, good service, ** $$ Recommended Moderate L, D

Ristorante Italiano rarely too crowded

Sci-Fi Dine-In Theater Campy; you eatin cars ** 5 Recommended High LD

at a drive-in theater
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Height Duration of Scare
Attraction Location Requirement Speed of Line Ride/Show Factor Age Range
The Amazing Adventures of Super Hero Island 40 inches Moderate 15 min. " 7 and up
Spider-Man
Camp Jurassic Jurassic Park None n/a n/a 0 All
Caro-Seuss-el Seuss Landing None Slow 3min. 0 All
The Cat in the Hat Seuss Landing None Moderate 6 min. 0 All
Discovery Center Jurassic Park None n/a n/a 0 All
Dr. Doom's Fearfall Super Hero Island 52 inches Slow 2 min. " 7 and up
Dragon Challenge Harry Potter 54 inches Moderate 7 min. n 7 and up
Dudley Do-Right’s Ripsaw Falls Toon Lagoon 44 inches Moderate 8 min. " 7 and up
The Eighth Voyage of Sindbad Lost Continent None n/a 25 min. " 8and up
The Flight of the Hippogriff Harry Potter 36inches Slow 8 min. ! All
Harry Potter and the Harry Potter 48 inches Slow 60 min. 1 7 and up
Forbidden Journey
High in the Sky Seuss Trolley Seuss Landing 34 inches Slow 8 min. 0 All
If 1 Ran the Zoo Seuss Landing None n/a n/a 0 All
The Incredible Hulk Coaster Super Hero Island 54 inches Moderate 4 min. m 8and up
Me Ship, the Olive Toon Lagoon None n/a n/a 0 All
One Fish, Two Fish Seuss Landing None Slow 4 min 0 All
Red Fish, Blue Fish
Popeye & Bluto’s Bilge-Rat Barges Toon Lagoon 42 inches Moderate 12 min. ! 4 and up
Poseidon’s Fury Lost Continent None n/a 20 min. " 7 and up
Pteranodon Flyers Jurassic Park 36 inches Slow 80 sec. ! 4 and up
River Adventure Jurassic Park 42 inches Slow 5min. " 7 and up
Storm Force Accelatron Super Hero Island  None Slow 3min. " All

Scare F:

0= Us
1= H;

=A
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Caribbean Beach Resort
Contemporary Resort
Coronado Springs Resort
Dolphin Resort

‘Tropical theme and the price is right
‘Comvenientand lvely

Elsborate poolwith pyramid side

Aduh atmosphere, great restaurant selection

Epcot
Magic Kngdom
Animal Kingdom
Epcot

e
o

$149-5245
3005845
Sug-s215.
$219-3459
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Boy Loke Towers.

Beach Club Resort
Baach Club Villas
BowdWalkinn

BowcWak ilas

Sophisticated, high-tech villes adjacent
0 contemporary resort

Homey lovly,and ot one bitancy
Big sutesin  greatocation

Rooms arespacious, moder, and

Greatlocation fo both Epcot
‘and Hollwood Studios

Magic Kingdom

Epeot
Epcot
Epcot

Epcot

wex

wex

$450-81,490.

s90-5045
39081510
S390-5045

39051825
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QuicK Guide to On-Site Hotels

Hot Description Location Rating _Price Range
AlStar Resorts Very popular, grestprice Animal Kingdom %

‘Animal Kingdom Lodge A exctic Afican heme AnimalKingdom  Awk S300-S835
Animal Kingdom Lodge Vilss  Beautily themed detais, great AnimalKingdom  wxx $325-$1.780

viewsof aimas

Atof Aimation Resot Elsborate theming and vaved ESPNWideWorld WA 5159
priced suies of Sports Complex
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‘Sartoga Springs Resortand Spa  Amazing grotto pool, spacious. Dountown Disney k% $390-813%0

Swan Resort Adloriented, great wate areas Epcot * sous

Widemess Lodge. Rusticlooking,withan ntimate feel MagicKingdom  kax  $290-5625

Wilderness Lodge Vilas Great soting, 2 bit more space MogicKngdom  wkx  $395-5845

Yocht Cub Resort Atthe door of the World Epcot wex S8
Showcse
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Polynesian Resort
Pop Centuy Resort

Por Oreans Resort

Relaxed and casuel with 3 loyal,
repeat contele

5760 bucdget rooms, el theme.

With French Quarter or
ittt ool

Magic Kingdom

ESPN Wido World
of Sports Complex

Downtonn Disney

$425-8970

smsia1

stug-s2a5.
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wk $42-862sites)

Fort Wildemess Campground  Great for families who like to camp. Magic Kingdom
25 (cabins)

Expensive, but uxurious MogicKngdom k% $45-810%

Downtoun Disney %% $330-81370

Grand Floidan

Old Key West Resort Lots of room, quist
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Quick Gu

ide to Full- Service Restaurants
in the Rest of the World

Restaurant Description Location Rating  Price  Advance Suitability ~Meals Served
Reservations for Kids

Bongos Cuban Café Americanized versions Downtown Disney * $$ Not accepted Moderate LD
of Cuban dishes West Side

ESPN Wide World Ultimate sports bar with ESPN's Wide World *k $$ Not accepted Moderate LD

of Sports Grill cool games for the kids of Sports Complex

Fulton’s Crab House  Fine dining on Downtown Disney *kk  §5 Recommended Low LD
ariverboat

House of Blues Cajun and Creole cooking Downtown Disney *k $$ Not accepted Moderate Sunday
with live music West Side brunch, L, D

Paradiso 37 Food from 37 different Downtown Disney *k Kk $$ Recommended Low IE{3)
countries across the
Americas, terrific tequila bar

Planet Hollywood Always fun; film clips Downtown Disney ** 3% Recommended High LD
run constantly West Side

Portobello Yacht Northern Italian cuisine Downtown Disney *k $$ Recommended Low D

Club

Raglan Road Upmarket Irish pub with Downtown Disney *k 3% Recommended Low LD
music and dance

Rainforest Café Fun and funky Downtown Disney * $$ Not accepted High B,L,D
atmosphere Marketplace

T-Rex Casual dining with Dowtown Disney * $$ Not accepted High LD
adinosaur theme Marketplace

Wolfgang Puck Café Downtown Disney *kk  $35 Only upstairs, Moderate L, D

Terrific salads, pizza,
nd sushi

West Side

recommended
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Quick Guide to Full - Service Restaurants
in the Animal Kingdom

Restaurant Description Rating Price  Advance Suitability Meals
Reservations for Kids Served
Rainforest Café Large and lively **  $$ Not accepted High B,L,D
Tusker House Buffet with great variety, *k $$ Necessary for High B,L D
character breakfast character meals;
otherwise
suggested
Yak & Yeti Asian fusion, complete *k $$ Suggested Moderate (o)

with bar and beer garden





