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        Introduction to New York City

      

      
        
          The most enthralling city in the world, New York holds immense romantic appeal. Its compelling history is visible in the tangled lanes of Wall Street and the tenements of the Lower East Side; meanwhile, towering skyscrapers like the Empire State serve as monuments of the modern age. Street life buzzes round the clock and shifts markedly from one area to the next. The waterfront, alternately salty and refined, and the landscaped green spaces – most notably Central Park – give the city a chance to catch its breath. Iconic symbols of world culture are always just a stone’s throw away, if not outright staring you in the face. For raw energy and dynamism, cultural impact and social diversity, you’d be hard-pressed to top New York; there’s simply no place quite like it.
        

        

      

      
        You could spend weeks here and still barely scratch the surface, but there are some key attractions and pleasures you won’t want to miss. The city is packed with vibrant ethnic neighbourhoods, like Chinatown and Harlem, and boasts the artsy enclaves of Chelsea, Tribeca and Greenwich Village. Of course, you will find the celebrated modern architecture of corporate Manhattan in Midtown and the Financial District, complemented by row upon row of elegant brownstones in landmarked areas like Brooklyn Heights. Then there are the city’s renowned museums, not just the Metropolitan Museum of Art or the Museum of Modern Art, but countless smaller collections – the Old Masters at the Frick, the prints and manuscripts of the Morgan Library – that afford days of happy wandering.
      

        In between sights, you can (and should) eat just about anything, cooked in any style: silky Korean pork buns to pressed sea urchin sandwiches, Jewish deli to Jamaican food cart. You can drink in virtually any company at any time in any type of watering hole imaginable: unmarked cocktail dens that mix up the latest artisanal concoctions or joints where folks will look at you sideways if you order anything but a bottle of beer. You can see comedy or cabaret, hear jazz combos or jug bands, and attend obscure movies. The more established arts – dance, theatre, opera and classical music – are superbly catered for; and New York’s clubs are varied and exciting.

        For the avid consumer, the choice of shops is vast, almost numbingly exhaustive, in this heartland of the great capitalist dream. You can spend your dollars at big names like Bloomingdale’s or contemporary designers like Marc Jacobs, and visit boutiques full of vintage garments or thrift stores with clothes priced by the pound.

        New York City comprises the central island of Manhattan along with four outer boroughs – Brooklyn, Queens, the Bronx and Staten Island. To many, Manhattan is New York, and whatever your interest in the city it’s here that you’ll spend most time and, unless you have friends elsewhere, where you are likely to stay. That’s not to overlook the virtues of the other boroughs: the ragged glory of Coney Island, the stunning botanical gardens of the Bronx and Brooklyn, the uplifting Noguchi Museum in Long Island City, these are just a few of the sights that make worthy detours, and you’ll find great neighbourhood restaurants and bars along the way. The subway and bus system can take you everywhere, but New York is underrated as a walking city, and you’ll want to spend plenty of time wearing out your shoes while taking it all in.
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          Manhattan Bridge
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          Graffiti
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          Window-shopping in Soho
        

      

      
        Best places for bagels and lox

        
          
            A bagel with cream cheese and lox is the city’s classic bite, found all over at cafés, delis, bagelries and speciality food shops – though best sampled from a Jewish “appetizing” store (basically, a place that sells fish and dairy products) such as hundred-year-old, family-owned Russ and Daughter’s. These are our other favourites: Absolute Bagels, Barney Greengrass & Zabar’s.
			
          

        

      

      
        When to visit

        
          
            Pretty much any time is a good time to visit New York. Winter can be bitingly cold but the city can be delightful during the run-up to Christmas, when the trees are lit up, the windows decorated and shops open extra-late. It’s coldest in January and February, coinciding with one of the few times to find bargains on flights and hotels, and in any case New York has some wonderful crisp and clear sunny days even then. Spring, early summer, and autumn are the most appealing times to visit, when temperatures can be comfortably warm. It’s wise to avoid visiting between mid-July and August: the temperatures tend be sweltering and the humidity worse. On the other hand, locals tend to leave town then, so weekends are less crowded.
          

        

      

    

  
    
      
        New York City at a Glance

      

      
        Eating

        

        
          From street food to haute cuisine, it’s here, it’s excellent and it’s in abundance. Chinatown is most accessible for ethnic eats. The Lower East Side, traditional home to Jewish food, now teems with fashionable restaurants, while the East Village is the locus for everything from the recent ramen fad to late-night pizza and hot dog joints. Some of the best and most expensive restaurants are just off Madison Square Park; continue up to Midtown for powerhouse names like the Four Seasons, Aquavit and one of the city’s quintessential eateries, the Oyster Bar. Further north, Harlem has fabulous soul food, barbecue and African restaurants.
        

      

      
        Drinking

        

        
          Bars are everywhere and come in every stripe: pubs, dives, beer gardens, hidden speakeasies, exclusive hotel lounges. Drinkers descend on the Lower East Side and East Village, especially streets like Ludlow and Avenue A, which can seem like a carnival – but are good destinations nonetheless. Rocker hangouts and swanky wine bars also hover around Union Square, and Ninth Avenue, starting in Chelsea and moving up to Hell’s Kitchen. The most exciting and characterful places are in the outer boroughs, specifically Long Island City, Williamsburg and Red Hook. Places are typically open till the wee hours of morning.
        

      

      
        Nightlife

        

        
          Clubbing hotspots jump around: the lower western edge of Soho one year, 27th Street in the far west of Chelsea another. The East and West Villages always offer a few standbys, and the Meatpacking District can be good if you’re looking for busy places to put on your dancing shoes. Keep your ears open, get current listings magazines and generally aim downtown. Music venues are more established: the West Village and Harlem have historic venues for jazz; Lincoln Center holds top spots for classical music, dance and opera, with Carnegie Hall just a few blocks away; and the coolest rock clubs are mostly around the Lower East Side.
        

      

      
        Shopping

        

        
          For big-ticket retail, look no further than Midtown, specifically Fifth Avenue, where Saks, Bergdorf Goodman and many others congregate. Madison Avenue on the Upper East Side also has its share of famous brands. Somewhat edgier fashion can be found in Soho and Nolita: Prince and Spring streets are crammed with designer boutiques and hip jewellery and shoe shops. Those looking for vintage duds or the truly avant-garde might find the Lower East Side and Williamsburg more suitable. Antique hunters will have fun trolling around Chelsea and, on weekends, the Hell’s Kitchen Flea Market.
        

      

      
        
        
        
           Our recommendations on where to eat, drink and shop are listed at the end of each region in this guide.

        

      

    

  
    
      
        Itineraries

      

      
        
          Day One in New York City

        
          	
            
              Starting point: Battery Park
              

            
             Ferries set out from here to the Harbor Islands; leave early and plan on a full morning.
          

          	
            
              Statue of Liberty
              

            
             One of the city’s most potent symbols is just as exciting up close as from a distance, especially if you climb the steps to the crown.
						 
          

          	
            
              Ellis Island
              

            
             The sensitive and moving museum drives home New York’s immigrant roots.
          

          	
            Stroll along Wall Street to see the buildings at the heart of world finance, then head up Trinity Place (Church Street)to the 1766 St Paul’s Chapel, with its 9/11 exhibit. Ground Zero is across the street.
          

          	
            
              The High Line
              

            
             If you’ve got the time on your way uptown, take a stroll along this elevated promenade on the West Side.
          

          	
            Taking in a Broadway play or musical is a must for theatre-lovers; any venue will suffice, as long as the show is up to standard. 
          

        

        
          
            
              [image: Lunch]
            
            
            
            Back on shore, stop for lunch at Adrienne’s Pizzabar on pedestrianized Stone Street.
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            For a pre-theatre meal, choose from traditional dining spots such as Joe Allen and Chez Napoleon.

        
          
            
              [image: Lunch]
            
            
            
            Atmospheric Jimmy’s Corner is full of crusty barflies and boxing memorabilia; a drink at the bar provides a fitting end to a full day.

      

      
        
          Day Two in New York City

        
          	
            
              Starting point: Zabar’s
              

            
             Pick up some provisions at Zabar’s and enjoy them in the attached café or head for a picnic in Central Park.
          

          	
            
              Central Park
              

            
             Wander across the park, starting at Strawberry Fields in the west, then walking along the Lake and across the Ramble or Great Lawn, emerging on the east side. 
          

          	
            
              Metropolitan Museum of Art
              

            
             Goya, Vermeer, the Hudson River School and the Temple of Dendur are among the highlights at this colossal museum. 
          

          	
            
              Grand Central
              

            
             Lunchtime tours (Wed and Fri) of Grand Central Terminal help illuminate the magnificent Main Concourse and other features of this architectural marvel.
          

          	
            
              Empire State Building
              

            
             The obligatory trip to the 320m-high viewing platform provides just what you’d expect: a great vantage point of the city. 
          

          	
            
              Soho shopping
              

            
             Prada and the Apple Store are destination shops, but there’s plenty more to browse along Spring, Prince, Broadway and the smaller side streets.
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              Oyster Bar
              

            
           Enjoy a late lunch in the bowels of Grand Central at this timeless Midtown hangout.

        
          
            
              [image: Lunch]
            
            
            
          
          
            Soho and Tribeca are full of excellent high-end restaurants; if you can foot the bill, Nobu, Bouley or Blue Ribbon Sushi will certainly fit the bill.

      

      
        
          Budget New York

        
          New York can be an expensive place to visit, but there are a surprising number of inspiring sights and activities that are cheap or completely free.
        

        
          	
            
              Staten Island Ferry
              

            
             The free boat ride across New York harbour offers mesmerizing views of the city and the Statue of Liberty. 
          

          	
            
              Governors Island
              

            
             Explore the historic houses, parks and galleries of this tranquil island – even the bikes are free.
          

          	
            
              Chelsea art galleries
              

            
             Wander a neighbourhood packed with cutting-edge contemporary art galleries (all free).
          

          	
            Free Fridays 

            
              MoMA, the Morgan Library, Neue Galerie, the Whitney Museum of American Art and the Asia Society are free or donation only on Friday evenings. 
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              Pizza slices at Artichoke
              

            
           The iconic NYC budget snack is done to perfection at this tiny, low-key East Village pizza joint.

        
          
            
              [image: Lunch]
            
            
              Dinner in Chinatown
              

            
           Best-value meals in Manhattan – eat like an emperor for less than $10 at Great N.Y. Noodletown.

      

      
        
          Kids’ New York

        
          Most sights are perfectly appropriate for kids, but beyond visiting typical spots like the Statue of Liberty you can also tailor a day or two to their interests.
        

        
          	
            
              Museum of Natural History
              

            
             Go early to miss the crowds for the innovative special exhibits. 
          

          	
            
              Carousel in Central Park
              

            
             If the kids are too old for this, check out the skaters and performance artists at the nearby Mall or Sheep Meadow. 
          

          	
            
              Chrysler Building
              

            
             Its role in Spiderman and other teen action movies should compensate for any initial reticence about staring at architecture.
          

          	
            
              Madison Square Park
              

            
             Besides places to run and play, Madison Square boasts the Shake Shack, perfect for lunch or a midday snack.
          

          	
            
              Books of Wonder
              

            
             If it’s a weekend, you might hear a reading at this kids’ book store; if not, browse then enjoy a cupcake for the road.
          

          	
            
              New York Transit Museum
              

            
             Ingeniously located in a disused subway station, the Transit Museum is an enjoyable interactive space.
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              Good Enough to Eat
              

            
           Load up with pancakes, French toast or corned beef hash at this relaxed restaurant.
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              Grimaldi’s Pizza and Brooklyn Ice Cream Factory

           Follow up some thin and crispy pizza with a scoop of creamy, cold goodness, in the shadow of the Brooklyn Bridge.
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        Big Sights

      

      
        	
          
            Brooklyn Bridge
            

          
           The elegant gateways, magnificent views and undeniable romance add up to a memorable walk whichever way you cross. 
        

        	
          
            Central Park
            

          
           It’s hard to imagine the city without this green and fantastically landscaped sanctuary. 
        

        	
          
            The Met
            

          
           Spend a week exploring the museum’s extensive holdings, or focus on a favourite section, such as the Vermeers or the Impressionist collection. 
        

        	
          
            Statue of Liberty
            

          
           The views of Lower Manhattan and the trip to the crown make this the ultimate New York experience. 
        

        	
          
            Empire State Building
            

          
           The king of Midtown’s skyline, the Empire State is the skyscraper fixed in the public’s imagination. 
        

      

    

  
    
      
        Hidden New York

      

      
        	
          
            Governors Island
            

          
           Wonderfully preserved campus-like retreat just across the harbour from downtown Manhattan, with parks, galleries and fine eighteenth-century houses. 
        

        	
          
            Irish Hunger Memorial
            

          
           Haunting monument to Ireland’s Great Famine in Battery Park City, topped by wild gardens and a ruined cottage from County Mayo. 
        

        	
          
            Red Hook
            

          
           Off-the-beaten-path Brooklyn neighbourhood, with restored warehouses, whimsical boutiques, cafés, pubs and the best key lime pie in the northeast. 
        

        	
          
            African Burial Ground National Monument
            

          
           This thought-provoking memorial recalls the largely forgotten history of New York’s early African inhabitants. 
        

        	
          
            Strivers’ Row
            

          
           Some of New York’s most alluring architecture: a quiet residential Harlem street dating back to the 1890s. 
        

      

    

  
    
      
        Museums and Galleries

      

      
        	
          
            Frick Collection
            

          
           This Fifth Avenue mansion houses one of the city’s most beautifully presented collections of fine art. 
        

        	
          
            LES Tenement Museum
            

          
           An apartment dwelling turned museum, this local treasure brilliantly captures the lives of three generations of immigrants. 
        

        	
          
            Natural History Museum
            

          
           One of the world’s best natural history collections, with a first-class planetarium and a must-see ensemble of dinosaur fossils. 
        

        	
          
            Ellis Island Museum of Immigration
            

          
           Illuminating memorial to US immigration, with fascinating exhibits, testimonials and artfully restored waiting rooms and halls. 
        

        	
          
            MoMA
            

          
           Gallery of fabulous modern art and photography, from Monet and Cézanne to Picasso, Dalí, Rothko and Warhol. 
        

      

    

  
    
      
        Eating Out

      

      
        	
          
            Katz’s
            

          
           Ask for a taste at the meat counter, then settle in with your delicious, overstuffed pastrami sandwich. 
        

        	
          
            Peter Luger Steak House
            

          
           In the face of relentless, newfangled competition, 125-year-old Peter Luger remains at the top of the steakhouse heap. 
        

        	
          
            Shake Shack
            

          
           The city’s best burger is highly contested, but for price and outdoor setting, Shake Shack is hard to beat. 
        

        	
          
            Momofuku Noodle Bar
            

          
           Brave the wait to taste the pork buns of your dreams, or try to make a reservation for their special fried chicken dinners. 
        

        	
          
            Grand Central Oyster Bar
            

          
           A lively, elegant spot for a lunch of super-fresh oysters – pan-roasted, fried or raw on the half-shell. 
        

      

    

  
    
      
        Drinking

      

      
        	
          
            Bohemian Hall and Beer Garden
            

          
           This authentic Czech bar is New York’s favourite beer garden, well worth a foray into Queens. 
        

        	
          
            Pete’s Candy Store
            

          
           Get a taste of the hip Williamsburg scene at this ex-candy store turned pub and music venue. 
        

        	
          
            Balcony Bar and Roof Garden at the Met
            

          
           Romantic cocktail spots with gorgeous panoramas of Central Park, or a bird’s-eye view of the Met’s Great Hall. 
        

        	
          
            King Cole Bar
            

          
           The iconic Midtown cocktail bar, inventor (probably) of the Bloody Mary, and home to that stunning Maxfield Parrish mural. 
        

        	
          
            Subway Inn
            

          
           A funky old dive bar serving cheap beer in an otherwise posh part of town. 
        

      

    

  
    
      
        Entertainment

      

      
        	
          
            Carnegie Hall
            

          
           The stunning acoustics of this world-famous concert hall guarantee that you’ll enjoy the show. 
        

        	
          
            Met Opera House
            

          
           The apogee of high culture in New York, fittingly expensive unless you can get hold of a last-minute standing room only ticket. 
        

        	
          
            Lenox Lounge
            

          
           A lovingly restored Deco lounge, the Lenox feels like something between a dive bar and a jazz speakeasy. 
        

        	
          
            Arlene’s Grocery
            

          
           Charmingly grungy spot for some indie punk or to take your own turn on the stage during Monday’s rock’n’roll karaoke. 
        

        	
          
            Village Vanguard
            

          
           Probably the city’s signature venue for jazz, the Vanguard has been showcasing big names for 75 years. 
        

      

    

  
    
      
        Shopping

      

      
        	
          
            Beacon’s Closet
            

          
           Brooklyn’s secondhand fashion paradise, specializing in high-quality modern labels as well as vintage attire. 
        

        	
          
            Murray’s Cheese
            

          
           Manhattan’s most inspired and international selection of cheeses; sample the wares, or pick up a tasty sandwich. 
        

        	
          
            Apple Store
            

          
           All the latest laptops and iPods on display, as well as tech support at the “Genius Bar” and all kinds of tutorials. 
        

        	
          
            Bloomingdale’s
            

          
           Famous department store that stocks everything and somehow manages to remain the epitome of Upper East Side style. 
        

        	
          
            Strand Bookstore
            

          
           This venerable book store with “18 miles of books” specializes in secondhand titles, recent review copies and new books at half price. 
        

      

    

  
    
      
        Outdoors

      

      
        	
          
            New York Botanical Garden
            

          
           If a Yankees game doesn’t bring you to the Bronx, one of the country’s finest botanical gardens surely should. 
        

        	
          
            Skating in Central Park
            

          
           Renting blades to zoom around an ice rink with the Midtown skyline in view trumps all the park’s outdoor activities. 
        

        	
          
            Biking the waterfront
            

          
           Newly created Hudson River Park has a wonderful path for cycling, with stops along the way for sunbathing or picnicking. 
        

        	
          
            Kayaking on the Hudson
            

          
           The active alternative to a ferry ride, kayak along the Hudson for free (on weekends) from Pier 40 in the West Village. 
        

        	
          
            The High Line
            

          
           The newest (and still ongoing) addition to Manhattan’s parks makes for an atmospheric stroll above the West Side. 
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          Financial District and the Harbor Islands
          

         Lady Liberty and the historic heart of the city.
Soho and Tribeca
 Fashion chic, urbane shopping and fine art.
Chinatown, Little Italy and Nolita
 The city’s boisterous Chinese quarter and reminders of its Italian past.
The Lower East Side
 Dynamic shopping, drinking, dancing and food.
The East Village
 This still vibrant neighbourhood was once the hangout of rebels, artists and the beats.
The West Village
 Bohemian area fondly known as “the Village”.
Chelsea and the Meatpacking District
 Excellent galleries and energetic clubs.
Union Square, Gramercy Park and the Flatiron District
 Genteel east-side neighbourhoods.
Midtown
 High-rise commercial zone home to MoMA. Grand Central and the Rockefeller Center.
Times Square and the Theater District
 Prepare for sensory assault on Broadway.
Central Park
 The first landscaped public park in the US.
The Upper East Side
 New York’s wealthiest neighbourhood boasts the Frick, the Met and the Guggenheim.
The Upper West Side
 Affluent residential area, home to Lincoln Center and Columbia University.
Harlem and North Manhattan
 The bedrock of twentieth-century black culture.
The Outer Boroughs
 Hit Brooklyn, Queens and the Bronx for must-see sights, Staten Island for the ferry ride.


    

  
    
      
        Financial District and the Harbor Islands

      

      
        
          New York was born on the southern tip of Manhattan in the 1620s. Today, the heart of the world’s financial markets is also home to some of the city’s most historic streets, sights and Ground Zero, scene of the nation’s biggest tragedy and now its most ambitious development. In recent years the neighbourhood has become increasingly residential, as former bank buildings are converted to luxury condos. To the north, City Hall Park remains the seat of New York’s government, while the Brooklyn Bridge zooms eastward from here over the river. Take to the water to visit some of the city’s offshore highlights and experience unbeatable views of Manhattan’s celebrated skyline; just to the south of the Financial District, in New York Harbor, lies historic Ellis Island, the Statue of Liberty and the bucolic charms of Governors Island.
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          Wall Street

        

        
          
            	
              
                [image: RG]
              Subway #4, #5, #2, #3 to Wall St

            	
              MAP
            

          

        

        
          
            Wall Street was named after the wooden stockade built by the Dutch at the edge of New Amsterdam in 1653, to protect themselves from the British colonies further north. The street has been associated with money for hundreds of years, and remains the apex of the global financial system thanks to the Stock Exchange. Yet Wall Street has gained a new leisurely air since much of it has been closed to traffic, and fitness studios have opened up in empty office spaces. The old Bank of Manhattan Trust at no. 40 was briefly the world’s tallest building in 1930 (927ft) – today it’s known as the Trump Building after the flamboyant tycoon who bought it in 1995.
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            Wall Street
          

        

      

      
        
          Trinity Church

        

        
          
            	79 Broadway at Wall St

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              Subway #4, #5 to Wall St

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              212/602-0800

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              
              www.trinitywallstreet.org
            

            	Mon–Fri 7am–6pm, Sat 8am–4pm, Sun 7am–4pm

            	Free

            	
              MAP
            

          

        

        
          
            Trinity Church held its first service at the western end of Wall Street in 1698, but this striking Neo-Gothic version – the third model – only went up in 1846, and for fifty years was the city’s tallest building. Trinity has the air of an English church (Richard Upjohn, its architect, was English), especially the sheltered graveyard; resting place of the first Secretary of the Treasury, Alexander Hamilton and steamboat king Robert Fulton.
        

      

      
        
          New York Stock Exchange

        

        
          
            	11 Wall St

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              Subway #4, #5, #2, #3 to Wall St

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              
              www.nyse.com
            

            	Closed to the public

            	
              MAP
            

          

        

        
          Behind the imposing Neoclassical facade of the New York Stock Exchange (on Broad St and usually draped with a giant US flag), the purse strings of the capitalist world are pulled. First established in 1817, two to three billion shares are now traded and $50 billion changes hands on an average day. Owing to security concerns, the public can no longer view the frenzied trading floor.
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            New York Stock Exchange
          

        

      

      
        
          Federal Hall National Memorial

        

        
          
            	26 Wall St

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              Subway #4, #5, #2, #3 to Wall St

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              212/825-6888

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              
              www.nps.gov/feha
            

            	Mon–Fri 9am–5pm

            	Free

            	
              MAP
            

          

        

        
          One of New York’s finest examples of Greek Revival architecture, Federal Hall was completed in 1842 on the site of the old city hall, and is best known for the monumental statue of George Washington on its steps. Exhibits inside cover the heady days of 1789 when Washington was sworn in as America’s first president here, as well as the later incarnations of the hall as US Customs House and Treasury. By 2011 the basement should be hosting a new permanent exhibit of US National Archives.
        

      

      
        
          The Museum of American Finance

        

        
          
            	48 Wall St

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              Subway #4, #5, #2, #3 to Wall St

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              212/908-4110

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              
              www.moaf.org
            

            	Tues–Sat 10am–4pm

            	$8

            	
              MAP
            

          

        

        
          Housed in the opulent banking hall of the former headquarters of the Bank of New York, the Museum of American Finance is the best place to gain an understanding of what’s going on in the streets outside. Stocks, bonds and futures trading are demystified through multimedia presentations and a stack of rare artefacts, including a bond signed by Washington, and a stretch of ticker tape from the opening moments of 1929’s Great Crash. Despite the inclusion of a detailed timeline of the 2008–2009 financial crisis, the overall message is unequivocally positive; that financial markets are a crucial factor in the development of modern society.
        

      

      
        
          St Paul’s Chapel

        

        
          
            	209 Broadway at Fulton St

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              Subway E to World Trade Center; A, C, #4, #5 to Fulton St

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              212/233-4164

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              
              www.saintpaulschapel.org
            

            	Mon–Sat 10am–6pm, Sun 7am–3pm

            	Free

            	
              MAP
            

          

        

        
          
            St Paul’s Chapel dates from 1766, making it almost prehistoric by New York standards. The main attraction inside is Unwavering Spirit, a poignant exhibition on 9/11. For eight months after the September 11 attacks, the chapel served as a sanctuary for rescue workers and the exhibit chronicles this period, with a moving ensemble of photos, artefacts and testimonies. Even George Washington’s pew, preserved shrine-like from 1789, forms part of the exhibition (it served as a foot treatment chair for firefighters).
        

      

      
        
          Ground Zero and the Tribute WTC Visitor Center

        

        
          
            	120 Liberty St

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              Subway W, R to Cortland St; #1 to Rector St

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              212/393-9160

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              
              www.tributewtc.org
            

            	Mon 10am–6pm, Tues noon–6pm, Wed–Sat 10am–6pm, Sun noon–5pm

            	$10

            	
              MAP
            

          

        

        
          
            Ground Zero remains a vast construction site, with hundreds of workers labouring away at the new World Trade Center. Many continue to make the pilgrimage here; the best viewing points lie inside the World Financial Center on the west side of the site. The nearby Tribute WTC Visitor Center commemorates the 9/11 attacks with a moving exhibit about the day itself, embellished with video and taped accounts of real-life survivors. A handful of items found on the site – a pair of singed high-heel shoes, pieces of twisted metal – make heart-rending symbols of the tragedy.
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            Ground Zero
          

        

        
          September 11 and the New World Trade Center

          
            
              Completed in 1973, the 110-storey Twin Towers of the World Trade Center were an integral part of New York’s legendary skyline, a symbol of the city’s social and economic success. At 1368 and 1362 feet – over a quarter of a mile high – the towers afforded mind-blowing views, and by 2001 they had become both a coveted workspace and a much-loved tourist destination. However, on September 11, 2001, two hijacked planes crashed into the towers just twenty minutes apart and all seven buildings of the complex eventually collapsed. Hundreds of firefighters, police officers and rescue workers were among the 2749 people who lost their lives.
            

              In 2003, Polish-born architect Daniel Libeskind was named the overall designer for the new World Trade Center, though his plans were initially plagued with controversy and he’s had little subsequent involvement with the project. In 2006 a modified design, still incorporating Libeskind’s original 1776ft-high Freedom Tower (now “One World Trade Center”), was finally accepted and though financial disputes between the Port Authority and developer Larry Silverstein look set to continue, construction is now well under way under architect David Childs. The whole $12bn scheme, which also involves a Santiago Calatrava-designed transportation hub and four subsidiary towers, should be complete by 2013. In addition, the project includes the National September 11 Memorial and Museum, which will comprise two voids representing the footprints of the original towers, surrounded by oak trees and rings of water falling into illuminated pools. To get an idea of what all this will look like, visit the 9/11 Memorial Preview Site (Mon–Sat 10am–7pm, Sun 10am–6pm free www.national911memorial.org), 20 Vesey St (at Church St).

          

        

      

      
        
          Irish Hunger Memorial

        

        
          
            	290 Vesey St at North End Ave

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              Subway E to World Trade Center #1, #2, #3 to Chambers St

            	Daily 8am–6.30pm

            	Free

            	
              MAP
            

          

        

        
          This sobering monument to the more than one million Irish people who starved to death during the Great Famine of 1845–1852 was designed by artist Brian Tolle in 2002. He transported an authentic famine-era stone cottage from County Mayo, and set it on a 25ft embankment overlooking the Hudson River. The passageway underneath echoes with haunting Irish folk songs, and you can follow the meandering path through the grassy garden and stones to the top.
        

      

      
        
          Museum of Jewish Heritage

        

        
          
            	36 Battery Place

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              Subway R, W to Whitehall St; #4, #5 to Bowling Green

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              646/437-4200

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              
              www.mjhnyc.org
            

            	Sun–Tues & Thurs 10am–5.45pm, Wed 10am–8pm, Fri 10am–5pm

            	Oct–March museum closes at 3pm on Fri

            	$12, free Wed 4–8pm

            	
              MAP
            

          

        

        
          This moving and informative museum, which comprises three floors of exhibits, begins with practical accoutrements of everyday Eastern European Jewish life, including photographs and personal belongings, before moving on to the horrors of the Holocaust. It ends, more optimistically, with the establishment of Israel and subsequent Jewish achievements, even covering the successes of entertainers and artists like Samuel Goldwyn and Allen Ginsberg.
        

        
          [image: RG]
          
          
            Museum of Jewish Heritage
          

        

      

      
        
          The National Museum of the American Indian

        

        
          
            	1 Bowling Green, the US Customs House

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              Subway R, W to Whitehall St; #4, #5 to Bowling Green

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              212/514-3700

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              
              www.nmai.si.edu
            

            	Daily 10am–5pm, Thurs 10am–8pm

            	Free

            	
              MAP
            

          

        

        
          Cass Gilbert’s 1907 US Customs House is now home to the Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American Indian, a thoughtful collection of artefacts from almost every tribe native to the Americas. The permanent collection includes intricate basketry and woodcarvings, quilled hides, feathered bonnets, and objects of ceremonial significance.
        

          A rather extraordinary facet of the museum is its repatriation policy, which mandates that it give back to Indian tribes, upon request, any human remains, funerary objects, and ceremonial and religious items it has acquired. Ironically, the Customs House stands on what was once Fort Amsterdam, the site of the first formal European presence here, but now the only place in Manhattan dedicated to Native American culture.

        
          [image: RG]
          
          
            National Museum of the American Indian
          

        

      

      
        
          The Fraunces Tavern Museum

        

        
          
            	54 Pearl St at Broad St

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              Subway #1 to South Ferry; #4, #5 to Bowling Green; R, W to Whitehall St

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              212/425-1778

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              
              www.frauncestavernmuseum.org
            

            	Mon–Sat noon–5pm

            	$10

            	
              MAP
            

          

        

        
          Having survived extensive modification, several fires, and nineteenth-century use as a hotel, the three-storey, ochre-and-red-brick Fraunces Tavern was almost totally reconstructed in 1907 to mimic its appearance on December 4, 1783, when, after hammering the Brits, a weeping George Washington took leave of his assembled officers, intent on returning to rural life in Virginia: “I am not only retiring from all public employments,” he wrote, “but am retiring within myself.” It was a hasty statement – six years later he returned as the new nation’s president. The museum focuses on New York City’s involvement in the Colonial and Revolutionary periods, featuring weapons, documents and maps; expect to find odd relics such as one of Washington’s false teeth.
        

      

      
        
          Battery Park

        

        
          
            	
              
                [image: RG]
              Subway #1 to South Ferry; #4, #5 to Bowling Green; R, W to Whitehall St

            	
              MAP
            

          

        

        
          Lower Manhattan lets out its breath in Battery Park, a bright and breezy landscaped area in which memorials and souvenir vendors lead up to a sweeping view of America’s largest harbour. The squat 1811 Castle Clinton (daily 8am–5pm free), on the west side of the park, is the place to buy tickets for and board ferries to the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island, visible in the distance. At the bottom of Broadway, the park entrance holds the city’s first official memorial to the victims of September 11; its focal point is the cracked 15ft steel-and-bronze sculpture The Sphere – designed by Fritz Koenig to represent world peace. The sculpture once stood in the WTC Plaza and survived the collapse of the towers.
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            Lower Manhattan
          

        

      

      
        
          The Statue of Liberty

        

        
          
            	Liberty Island

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              212/363-3200

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              
              www.nps.gov/stli
            

            	Daily 9am–5.15pm

            	Free, $3 to visit the crown (pay with ferry ticket)

            	
              MAP
            

          

        

        
          Standing tall and proud in the middle of New York Harbor, the Statue of Liberty has served as a symbol of the American Dream since its dedication in 1886. The monument was the creation of the French sculptor Frédéric Auguste Bartholdi, a gift of France in recognition of the fraternity between the French and American people. The 151ft statue (305ft with pedestal), which consists of thin copper sheets bolted together and supported by an iron framework designed by Gustave Eiffel (of Eiffel Tower fame), was built in Paris between 1874 and 1884.
        

          Three tour options are available (purchased with the ferry ticket; see Visiting the Harbor Islands): the basic ticket simply allows entry to Liberty Island, while a monument ticket provides access to the museum at the base of the statue and the pedestal observation deck (168 steps up). Highlights of the museum include the original torch and flame (completed first and used to raise funds for the rest of the statue), and a detailed exhibition telling the story of the iconic image of Lady Liberty.

          In 2009, the crown of the statue was reopened – to enjoy the cramped but spectacular views from here you’ll need to book a special ticket in advance and climb a total of 354 steps.

      

      
        
          Ellis Island

        

        
          
            	
              
                [image: RG]
              212/363-3200

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              
              www.nps.gov/elis
            

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              
              www.ellisisland.org
            

            	Museum open daily 9am–5.15pm

            	Free

            	
              MAP
            

          

        

        
          Just across the water from Liberty Island, Ellis Island became an immigration station in 1892. It was the first stop for more than twelve million immigrants, all steerage-class passengers, and today some one hundred million Americans can trace their roots here. Closed in 1954, it reopened in 1990 as a Museum of Immigration, an ambitious project that eloquently recaptures the spirit of the place with artefacts, photographs, maps, and personal testimonies of the immigrants who passed through. On the first floor, the excellent permanent exhibit, “Peopling of America”, chronicles four centuries of immigration, while the huge, vaulted Registry Room upstairs has been left imposingly bare.
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            Wall of Honor, Ellis Island
          

        

      

      
        
          Governors Island

        

        
          
            	Ferry from 10 South St, Slip 7

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              212/825-3045

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              
              www.nps.gov/gois
            

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              
              www.govisland.com
            

            	June to mid-Oct Fri 10am–5pm, Sat & Sun 10am–7pm

            	Free

            	
              MAP
            

          

        

        
          Until the mid-1990s, Governors Island was the largest and most expensively run Coast-guard installation in the world, but today it’s being developed into a leafy historical park, the island’s bucolic village greens and colonial architecture reminiscent of a New England college campus. Many of the buildings are being restored as art galleries and craft stores, and the Historic Landmark District at the northern end is managed by the National Park Service. Ferries arrive at Soissons Dock, where you’ll find the small visitors’ centre. From here it’s a short stroll up to the solid walls of Fort Jay, completed in 1794, and the nearby shady lanes of Nolan Park, home to some beautifully preserved Neoclassical and Federal-style mansions. Other highlights include Castle Williams, a circular fort completed in 1811, but there are also plenty of green spaces in which to lounge in the sun, an artificial beach in the summer, and a breezy promenade with stellar views of Manhattan.
        

      

      
        
          South Street Seaport Museum

        

        
          
            	12 Fulton St

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              Subway A, C, J, M, Z, #2, #3, #4, #5 to Fulton St

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              212/748-8600

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              
              www.southstseaport.org
            

            	April–Dec daily 10am–6pm; Jan–March Fri–Sun 10am–5pm, Mon 10am–5pm Schermerhorn Row Galleries only

            	$12, $8 ships only

            	
              MAP
            

          

        

        
          The cobbled streets and busy promenade of South Street Seaport house all kinds of restaurants and shops, culminating in Pier 17, a touristy mall on the water. You can take a number of boat trips here or visit the Seaport museum, lodged in a series of painstakingly restored 1830s warehouses showing maritime art and trade exhibits. The museum also includes access to moored ships like the Peking (1911), the Ambrose Lightship (1908) and the Wavertree (1855), and offers cruises around the harbour on the Pioneer, an 1895 schooner (May–Sept $25–35 reservations on 212/748-8766).
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            The Peking, South Street Seaport Museum
          

        

      

      
        
          City Hall

        

        
          
            	
              
                [image: RG]
              Subway J, M, Z to Chambers St R, W to City Hall #2, #3 to Park Place #4, #5, #6 to Brooklyn Bridge-City Hall

            	
              MAP
            

          

        

        
          At the north end of City Hall Park sits graceful City Hall, completed in 1812; it still houses the mayor’s office and city council. The sumptuous interior can be seen on free prearranged tours via the Art Commission (Thurs 10am; 1hr www.nyc.gov/html/artcom) or by just signing up for the public tours (Wed noon) at the tourist kiosk opposite the Woolworth Building.
        

      

      
        
          The Woolworth Building

        

        
          
            	233 Broadway between Barclay St and Park Place

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              Subway R, W to City Hall #2, #3 to Park Place #4, #5, #6 to Brooklyn Bridge-City Hall

            	Closed to the public

            	
              MAP
            

          

        

        
          The world’s tallest skyscraper until 1930, the Woolworth Building (792ft) exudes money, ornament and prestige. The soaring, graceful lines of Cass Gilbert’s 1913 “Cathedral of Commerce” are fringed with Gothic-style gargoyles and elaborate decorations. Sadly, the ornate lobby is now closed to sightseers.
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            Woolworth Building
          

        

      

      
        
          African Burial Ground National Monument

        

        
          
            	Monument at Duane St and Elk St visitor centre at 290 Broadway

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              Subway J, M, Z to Chambers St R, W to City Hall

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              212/637-2019

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              
              www.nps.gov/afbg
            

            	
              
                [image: RG]
              
              www.africanburialground.gov
            

            	Daily 9am–5pm, visitor centre Mon–Fri 9am–5pm

            	Free

            	
              MAP
            

          

        

        
          In 1991 construction workers uncovered the remains of 419 skeletons near Broadway, a tiny portion of an African burial ground that covered five blocks during the 1700s. After being examined, the skeletons were re-interred at this site in 2003, marked by seven grassy mounds and a highly polished black granite monument, a symbolic counterpoint to the infamous “gate of no return” on Gorée Island in Senegal. To learn more, walk around the corner to the visitor centre (you’ll have to go through security to enter the building). Videos, displays and replicas of the artefacts found here are used to recount the history of the site, and shed light on the brutal life of the city’s oft forgotten enslaved population.
        

      

      
        
          The Brooklyn Bridge

        

        
          
            	
              
                [image: RG]
              Subway (Manhattan) J, M, Z to Chambers St #4, #5, #6 to Brooklyn Bridge-City Hall (Brooklyn) A, C to High St

            	
              MAP
            

          

        

        
          Completed in 1883, the Brooklyn Bridge was the first to connect what were the then two separate cities of New York and Brooklyn across the East River, and for twenty years after it was the world’s longest suspension bridge. Indeed, the bridge’s meeting of art and function, of romantic Gothic and daring practicality, became a sort of spiritual model for the next generation’s skyscrapers. But the bridge didn’t go up without difficulties: John Augustus Roebling, its architect and engineer, crushed his foot taking measurements and died of tetanus, and twenty workers perished during construction. The entrance to the boardwalk that carries walkers above the traffic is opposite City Hall Park. It’s best not to look back till you’re midway: the Financial District’s giants cluster shoulder to shoulder through the spidery latticework of the cables, a mesmerizing glimpse of the twenty-first-century metropolis.
        

      

      
        Visiting the Harbor Islands

        
          
            The only way to get to any of the Harbor Islands is by ferry. Take the #1 train to South Ferry or the #4 or #5 trains to Bowling Green, then walk to the boat pier in Battery Park. From the pier, Statue Cruises go to Liberty Island, then on to Ellis Island (daily, every 30–45min, 9.30am–3.30pm round-trip $12). Note that you must be at security 30 minutes before departure. You can buy tickets at Castle Clinton (in the park), or buy them in advance (highly recommended) at 877/523-9849 or www.statuecruises.com. The wait can be extremely long at any time of year (45min or more), but it’s especially bad in the summer; you must line up to buy tickets, and then join another line to clear security before boarding the ferry. Start out as early as possible: keep in mind that if you take the last ferry of the day to Liberty Island, you won’t be able to see Ellis.
          

            Ferries to Governors Island (free) depart from the Battery Maritime Building just northeast of the Staten Island Ferry Terminal and Battery Park. Ferries depart on Fridays (every hour 10am–3pm; last ferry back 5pm), and Saturdays and Sundays (every hour 10am–5pm; last ferry back 7pm).

            To simply get a closer view of the islands, catch the Staten Island Ferry (212/639-9675 www.siferry.com free), which departs every 30 minutes from the terminal north of Battery Park. The 25-minute ride across to Staten Island provides a beautiful panorama of the harbour and downtown skyline.

        

      

      
        
          Cafés and Snacks

        

        
          Leo’s Bagels

          
            
              	3 Hanover Sq at Stone St

              	
                
                  [image: RG]
                Subway #2, #3 to Wall St

              	Daily 6am–5pm

              	
                MAP
              

            

          

          
            Get your bagel fix at this popular local joint, with the hand-rolled, chewy main event going for $1 or $2.50–3.50 with huge dollops of cream cheese and various schmears. Also does salads, soups and sandwiches.
          

        

      

      
        
          Restaurants

        

        
          Adrienne’s Pizzabar

          
            
              	54 Stone St

              	
                
                  [image: RG]
                Subway #2, #3 to Wall St

              	
                
                  [image: RG]
                212/248-3838

              	Mon–Sat 11am–midnight, Sun 11am–10pm

              	
                MAP
              

            

          

          
            One of the better Italian restaurants downtown, with alfresco seating in the summer. Serves nonna-style square pizzas with a crispy crust; the crumbled sausage topping is especially tasty (from $16.50).
          

        

        
          Carmine’s at the Seaport

          
            
              	140 Beekman St at Front St

              	
                
                  [image: RG]
                Subway A, C, J, M, Z, #2, #3, #4, #5 to Fulton St

              	
                
                  [image: RG]
                212/962-8606

              	Daily noon–10pm

              	
                MAP
              

            

          

          
            In business since 19`03, close to the South Street Seaport, this tiny place specializes in northern Italian-style seafood and exudes a comfortable if run-down ambience. Try a glass of the house wine ($5.50) and a bowl of spaghetti in clam sauce for lunch ($12.95).
          

        

        
          Delmonico’s

          
            
              	56 Beaver St at S. William St

              	
                
                  [image: RG]
                Subway #2, #3 to Wall St

              	
                
                  [image: RG]
                212/509-1144

              	Mon–Fri 11.30am–10pm, Sat 5–10pm

              	
                MAP
              

            

          

          
            Many a million-dollar deal has been made at this 1837 landmark restaurant that features pillars from Pompeii and classics like lobster Newburg ($49) and succulent, pricey steaks (from $44); the small plates at Next Door Grill Room are much cheaper ($14).
          

        

        
          Les Halles

          
            
              	15 John St between Broadway and Nassau St

              	
                
                  [image: RG]
                Subway A, C, J, M, Z, #2, #3, #4, #5 to Fulton St

              	
                
                  [image: RG]
                212/285-8585

              	Mon–Fri 7.30am–midnight, Sat & Sun 11.30am–midnight

              	
                MAP
              

            

          

          
            This heady French bistro is the Rive Gauche fantasy of celebratory chef Anthony Bourdain, who churns out reasonably priced Gallic classics, such as escargots in garlic butter ($8), moules ($16) and steak frites ($19.50).
          

        

      

      
        
          Bars

        

        
          Jeremy’s Alehouse

          
            
              	228 Front St at Peck Slip

              	
                
                  [image: RG]
                Subway A, C, J, M, Z, #2, #3, #4, #5 to Fulton St

              	Mon–Fri 8am–4am, Sat & Sun 11am–4am

              	
                MAP
              

            

          

          
            This unpretentious local bar, with bras and ties hanging from the rafters (donated by happy patrons), serves well-priced pints of beer from $3.75 (served in plastic cups) and excellent burgers ($4) – happy hour Mon–Fri 4–6pm.
          

          
            [image: RG]
            
            
              Jeremy’s Alehouse
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