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For Laurie


Hope is itself a species of happiness,

and perhaps the chief happiness this world affords.

— SAMUEL JOHNSON
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August 25, 1971

August 26, 1971

August 27, 1971

Dear sister,

My name is Olivia Hunt. I am your sister. You are inside mom. Jim is our brother. He’s OK for a boy.

I had a dream about you. I was in the canoe. My hair was in a braid but it was a snake too. You came out of the lake. You crawled up my snake braid. You got in the canoe. You look like me. The canoe tipped over but we could talk under water.

Me and Jim are up here at Aunt Louise’s. It’s pretty nice. We go swimming. We pick blueberries. We play in the woods. I get to name you if you’re a girl. Dad said Let’s call her Martini. Mom said That’s terrible. I don’t like that name. I like the name Madeline. It’s my favorite book. I’ll read it to you sometime.

Other fun stuff we can do:


1. Play in the treefort.

2. Play dress up in the attic.

3.     Pretend we are princesses. I have a crown. Dad will buy you one. You can’t touch mine. Dad buys you whatever you want.

4. Pretend we are brides.

5. Lots of other fun stuff.


I like writing this letter. It’s like you’re here. Only you’re invisible.

I love you already,

Olivia
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