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			Introduction

			History has always been horrible. But some bits are more horrible than others. So, if there was a contest, who would be the most horrible people in history?
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			Of course, the Aztecs ripped out hearts because they thought that was the only way to make sure the sun would rise in the morning. They thought they had a good reason!
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			The Spanish torturers would have told you they were killing their victims – to make sure those victims could go to heaven. They thought they were helping!
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			Isn’t it strange? Teachers and history books try to tell you how great the Roman Empire was…
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			Teachers often use the word ‘civilized’ to describe the Romans – that’s the opposite to ‘wild’.
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			Yet the Romans did something the heart-ripping Aztecs and the Spanish burners didn’t do … they killed people for fun! The Romans made murder into a sport. They built wonderful buildings like the Colosseum, filled them with happy Romans and then massacred thousands of people and animals for entertainment.

			They did lots of other ruthless and disgusting things too. Most history books (and teachers) try to forget the dark and deadly side of the ruthless Romans. What you need is a book that will tell you the truth. What you need is a horrible history of the ruthless Romans.

			Now, I wonder where you’ll find a book like that…

		

		
		

		
		

		
		

	


	
		
			Killer Kings and the Rotten Republic

			Rome’s history is in three parts really…

            
				First there were Roman ‘kings’ – war leaders who went around smashing other people. Then the seventh king started smashing his own Roman people so…

				Kings were thrown out and the people ruled themselves – that’s called a ‘republic’. But the Romans decided one strong leader was better for smashing other people so…

				They created ‘emperors’ with an ‘empire’ which smashed everyone in sight … and many who were out of sight too. It all started back in the distant mists of time in Italy…

            

			Killer kings timeline

			1000 BC Rome begins as a collection of villages on seven hilltops near the River Tiber. They are on the hilltops because it is easier to defend them against enemies all around.
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			753 BC Romulus – a reject from the nearby state of Alba Longa – murders his twin brother, Remus, then marks out a boundary. ‘This is a new town and I name it after … er, me!’

			
			700 BC The seven villages all join together and build a meeting place – a ‘forum’ in one of the valleys between them – and the seven villages become one city.
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			673–642 BC Reign of Tullius Hostilius, third king of Rome. He sets about attacking neighbours Alba Longa.

			
			642–617 BC The fourth king, Ancus Marcius, makes the city bigger still, and builds the first bridge across the River Tiber. (That will come in very handy later for throwing people into the river.) He also builds Ostia at the mouth of that river to turn Rome into a seaport so the Romans can now massacre people on land and on the water.
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			616 BC Tarquinius Priscinus, becomes the fifth king of Rome. The Romans start to spread out and take over their local enemy city Alba Longa. Building starts on great temples and even greater sewers. (You can’t make a big city without sewers.)
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			578–535 BC The sixth king, Servius Tullius, enlarges the city by building a wall around it, five miles long with 19 gates. (Lots of ways out when it comes to getting rid of the corpses of dead Romans later.) And Servius has the first Roman coins stamped with his head on them.
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			535–510 BC Reign of King Tarquin the Proud (posh name Tarquinius Superbus). Romans have now conquered about 350 square miles.
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			510 BC Wicked King Tarquin is thrown out of Rome and the city picks its own leaders – it becomes a ‘republic’. But some people think there was no such person as Tarquin the Proud! He was just a made-up man – a fairy tale to warn us about how evil kings can be.
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			Rotten Romulus and Remus

			The legends say the terrible twins, Romulus and Remus, founded Rome in a wonderful (but wacky) way.

			The boys were just babies in the state of Alba Longa when their wicked uncle decided to have them killed. They were put in a trough and thrown into the River Tiber. Luckily the trough floated till it was caught on a thorny bush and they landed safely. The lads were cared for by a wolf and a woodpecker.
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			Then they were rescued and raised by a shepherd. When the brothers grew up they returned to the thorn bush to set up a city. Romulus ploughed a line around the city boundary. ‘And don’t you dare cross it, Remus,’ he told his brother. So what did Remus do? Crossed it. What did Romulus do? Killed him. Problem solved.

			Romulus was a bit short of women for his new city so he invited the Sabine people to a party – and captured all their women for his men to marry. Another problem solved.

			In the end Romulus disappeared in a storm – and became a god!

			Believe all that and you need a Roman woodpecker to peck some sense into your wooden head! But…

			Did you know…?

			The story of Romulus and Remus was not the story the Romans usually told their children about the making of Rome. The Romans liked to believe that the first Romans came from near Greece, after the battle of Troy.

			You remember that tale? Where the Trojans were beaten by a wooden horse full of Greek soldiers (and probably a few Greek woodpeckers)? Well, some Trojans escaped. They were led into Italy by the hero, Aeneas, and they ended up starting the towns that became Rome.
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			The Romans simply invented a list of kings and said, ‘This is our history!’ Which just goes to show – you can never trust a history book. Except a Horrible Histories book, of course.

            The rotten republic

			After the Romans threw out King Tarquin in 510 BC they really began spreading out around the world. Of course the people the Romans conquered didn’t want to be conquered. There were lots of bloody battles and bad feelings. The Romans usually won because they were more ruthless than their enemies. They even practised being bloodthirsty by slaughtering people in Rome – for fun.

            Rotten republic timeline

			390 BC The Gauls (from France) invade Rome and wreck most of the houses and temples. So the Romans build a city wall. Sensible. It will mark the boundary for the next 600 years.
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			295 BC Decius Mus wins a battle for the Romans that makes them lords of Italy. Now there’s just the rest of the world to go out and grab.

			
			264–231 BC Rome at war against Carthage (North Africa). Romans need to learn how to fight at sea as well as on land.
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			218 BC Rome at war with Carthage again – they are stuffed by Hannibal at Trasimene and then Cannae. In 202 BC they finally beat Hannibal. Who can stop them now?

			
			146 BC The Romans destroy the Greek city of Corinth and destroy the ancient Greek fighting spirit. Glorious Greece becomes part of rotten Rome. The Mediterranean Sea is starting to look like a Roman lake – they own everything around it.
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			132 BC Tiberius Gracchus tries to change the way Rome is run – take power from the rich and give land to the poor. The rich are not happy so they murder Gracchus. Murdering Roman leaders will now become a Roman hobby. Gracchus’ brother fails with the same plan and kills himself – another Roman hobby.
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			82 BC Romans are squabbling among themselves. Sulla marches in with an army, massacres anyone who is against him, and takes over as a dictator. The beginning of the end for the republic.

			
			73 BC Gladiators revolt, led by super Spartacus, and rampage around Italy. But they never manage to capture Rome. They are finally defeated and crucified. Roman Crassus is the hero and becomes the new top Roman with General Pompey.
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			55 BC Superstar general Julius Caesar smashes Gaul and crosses into Germany and Britain. He’s a great man, popular with the people. Then Crassus dies in battle with the Parthians. That leaves just Julius and Pompey as top dogs.
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			49 BC Pompey (back in Rome) tells Julius Caesar (up in Gaul), ‘I will let you help me rule Rome – if you come back and leave your army behind.’ Julius doesn’t trust him. He refuses to come quietly and arrives in Rome with his army. Pompey runs away. It is the start of 19 years of Romans fighting Romans.
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			46 BC Julius Caesar wins power and has a party – a death party. Hundreds of gladiator fights and animal hunts in the arena. He says they are funeral fights, in memory of his daughter – though she died eight years earlier! But republics only work when people agree: ‘Winners rule OK’. The Roman republic fell apart because there were too many really bad losers who said: ‘Winners die OK’. Losers turned into rebels, killed the winners and became the winners. So other losers killed the new winners … and, oh, you can see how it goes on…
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			44 BC Caesar’s just too powerful. He is stabbed to death by worried enemies. Caesar’s nephew Octavian and his old friend Mark Antony will share power for a while but sooner or later they will fight one another, won’t they?
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			31 BC Octavian declares war on Mark Antony’s girlfriend Cleopatra, Queen of Egypt. Narked Mark has to fight for her. He’s beaten and kills himself. Octavian top dog now and…

			27 BC …Rome (which hates having a king) makes Octavian ‘Emperor’. He changes his name to ‘Augustus’. End of the ‘republic’ – but really it’s been finished for 50 years – and start of the ‘empire’.
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			Super Superstitions and Quaint Customs

			The Romans had dozens of gods. You’ve probably had to learn some of them in school and know the usual boring ones: Neptune – god of the sea, Jupiter – chief god … that sort of thing. But there were Roman gods that even your teacher has never heard of. It may be useful to call on one of these gods at the right moment! These may look weird, wacky and made-up, but they are true…
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			Furrina’s festival was celebrated every 25 July, but by 100 BC no one could remember what she was goddess of!

			So there you have it! On 25 July let’s all have a party. A party for anything you like, and Furrina can be your goddess! Have a party for your hamster – Furrina can be the goddess of furry things. Have a party for the end of term – Furrina is the goddess of school holidays! Furrina is the greatest goddess of all because she’s the goddess of whatever you want her to be!

			Act like a Roman

          Fancy being a Roman priest? Then here’s what you do…
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			Whipping people was part of a ceremony called the ‘Lupercalia’ – on 15 February each year. This would persuade the gods to bring you good crops and large herds of animals the following summer. Sometimes the Romans sacrificed dogs at the Lupercalia.

			Did you know…?

			In October the winning horse in a chariot race was sacrificed. The tail, dripping blood, was used to bless the crops. Different districts of Rome had a competition to see which one could have the biggest prize – the horse’s head.

            Awesome augury

		  ‘Augury’ was the Roman name for fortune-telling – looking into the future. The Romans were so superstitious they had an augury ‘kit’ that they took with them into battle.

			You may want to look into the future yourself. If so then why not try the Roman augury method. This will allow you to…

            
				Check your exam results before you even take the tests. (See if it’s worth even going to school!)

				Find out if it’s a good time to ask your parents for a pocket-money rise. (Or will you have to wash Dad’s car … again?)

				See if your football team will win on Saturday. (Or should you save your ticket money and stay in bed?)

            

			Here’s how to augur…
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			Of course, the Romans knew that the sacred chickens were messengers of the gods. Roman admiral Claudius Pulcher saw chickens refuse to eat before a sea battle with Carthage. He threw the chickens overboard saying he didn’t believe their message of doom, but the chickens had the last laugh – or at least the last cluck. The Romans lost 93 ships and the battle.
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			Wonderful weddings

			Romans often used fortune-telling as part of their wedding ceremonies. A posh Roman service included prayers and a bloodless sacrifice (roasting a cabbage and offering it to a god). Guests would also eat holy bread, and the bride and groom would sit in two chairs that were tied together and covered in lamb-skin.

			What other way could you be married in ancient Rome – especially if you weren’t posh and couldn’t afford the holy bread and priests and all that?

			a) Just agreeing, ‘We are married … OK?’

			b) Living together for a year – so long as the wife isn’t away from home for more than three days.

			c) Agreeing to be married in front of five people and someone holding a pair of scales.
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				Answer: All of them.

			

            Batty beliefs

		  Would you walk under a ladder? A lot of people today believe that will bring them bad luck. (It would if the ladder was attached to a fire-engine speeding towards you at 60 miles an hour.) Here are a few strange superstitions – but which did Romans believe? Answer true or false…

			

			1 It is bad luck to enter a house left-foot first.

		  2 Sausages should be banned.

			3 It is lucky to have a cow on the roof of your house.
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			4 Women should comb their hair with the spear of a dead man for luck.

			5 Dead people can become ghosts.

			6 If a man dreams of being a gladiator he will marry a rich woman.

			7 The birthday of Emperor Tiberius’ sister-in-law is a lucky day in Rome.

			8 Animals should only be sacrificed after they ask for it.

			9 Crows are lucky.

			10 A lightning strike is caused by angry gods so you should sacrifice four enemies to keep the gods happy.
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				Answers:

				1 True. Rich Romans put a servant at the door to make sure everyone entered right-foot first. That’s where we get the name ‘footman’ for a servant.

				2 True. Sausages were banned in Rome by Emperor Constantine. They were eaten at barbarian festivals and Constantine didn’t want Romans mixed up with those dreadful people.

				3 False. They believed it was unlucky. In 191 BC, two cows climbed on to the roof of a Roman house. The city priests said this was a bad sign. They ordered the cattle to be burned alive and their ashes to be scattered on the River Tiber.

				4 True. The man should have been killed in the arena – the fresher the better.
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				5 True. A murdered person would haunt the world, hoping to take revenge on their murderer.

				6 True. The bad news is the rich woman you married would be sly and big-headed.

				7 False. Tiberius hated Agrippina and sent her to Pandataria Island where she starved herself to death. The Emperor made her birthday one of Rome’s days of bad luck.

				8 True. The animal that went for the chop had to show it wanted to die. How? By stretching its neck out for the axe. Could the Romans cheat and get the animal to stretch its neck out? You bet!

				[image: missing image file]

				9 False. Crows were an unlucky sign. Ruthless Roman rebel Sejanus was surrounded by cawing crows that then went off to settle on the prison roof. Sejanus should have seen it as a sign. Shortly after he was arrested and executed. He was surprised by the arrest. But the crows had tried to warn him!

				[image: missing image file]

				10 True. In 228 BC the lightning scared the Romans gathered in the forum and a fortune teller said there was only one way to stop it happening again – sacrifice two couples of enemy tribespeople. They buried two Celts and two Greeks alive under the forum. They could still be there to this day!

			

            Cruel curses

			The Romans believed you could curse your enemies and bring them bad luck. It may be true! Why not try it? Here’s what to do…

			

			1 Write down the name of a dead person – their ghost will do the dirty work.

		  2 Write down who you want to curse.

			3 Write down what you want to happen.

			Here is an example…
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			4 Take your curse to the nearest well and drop it down.

			5 Wait and see what happens.
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			Grim ghosts

			When Emperor Caligula died his body was burned in his garden … but not completely. What was left was buried, but the garden became haunted. Caligula’s sisters had the remains dug up and burned to complete ashes. The ghost never returned.

			That was just one of many ghost stories the Romans told. A Roman called Pliny wrote a letter in which he told another ghost story. A ghost told his friend, Athenodorus, where to find his corpse…
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			You may not believe the ghost story, but most Romans would have believed it. For the Romans, it was important to bury friends properly. Criminals could be torn apart in the arena by wild animals, but that was only part of their punishment. The other part was to have their corpses dumped without a funeral, which meant they would never get to the Roman heaven. Maybe those thousands of victims are still wandering the Earth, crying, ‘Help! Help! I’ve been eaten by a crocodile!’ Spooky or what?

                        Heavenly horrors

			The Romans believed that after you died you went to a place called the Underworld. You crossed the River Styx on a ferry and went to a happier place. But if your corpse hadn’t been properly buried then the ferryman, Charon, would not let you cross. Your corpse just lay on the banks of the river till dogs came to eat it.

			A Roman writer told a story of a man who went to the Underworld and saw the unburied dead scattered around. The ‘Furies’ – vicious ‘avenging angels’ – hung around there and enjoyed the hideous sights:

            

            On the shores of Ugliness there was a huge plain, covered with corpses that had suffered dreadful deaths. Some had been beheaded and some crucified. Pitiful bodies stood there with their throats freshly cut. The Furies were laughing at the misery of the victims. There was a sickening smell of blood.

			[image: img-44.jpg]
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Augur away

[\ You need:
Sacred chickens. (Chickens from
your local butcher aren't good
enough. They have to be living
chickens. If they're not holy
chickens then take them to your
local temple and have the vicar
sprinkle them with holy water)
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To augur:
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2 Watch the chickens eat the cake.

The meaning:
If the chickens eat the cake and bits of seed fall out of q
their beaks then this is a good sign. Today whatever you
do will be lucky

But if the chickens refuse to eat the cake then this is 3
bad sign. Do not go into battle/school / hysterics. Stay in
" bed and pray the gods don't send a thunderbolt to get
you while you are lying there.
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