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    Preface


    My great passion is for reformation. It must happen before Jesus returns, for He is returning for a victorious Bride. This great move of God will impact families, churches, cities, and nations. For that to happen, we must first have an overwhelming sense of God’s presence, followed by a deep devotion to truth. This book is an attempt to shape Christian culture with truth that restores us to that which God intended.


    I am very excited for the days directly ahead of us. His outpourings are increasing, both in frequency and in demonstrations of power and glory. This is the moment all the prophets spoke of. And this outpouring is to become the move of God that never ends. It’s worth living for. And it’s worth dying for.


    A Prisoner of Promise

    Bill Johnson

  


  CHAPTER 1


  Truth

  Empowers


  One day I was sitting in my office reading the Book of Revelation, when I felt something unmistakable—the feeling I get when the words seem to jump off the page and I know I am hearing a present word from the Lord. I thought, Wow! That is so powerful! I have no idea what it means, but it’s powerful! (As usual, my spirit was getting it much faster than my mind.)


  The verse I had read was Revelation 19:10: “And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, ‘See that you do not do that! I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.’” It was particularly this last sentence that had just exploded in my heart, and I knew it had powerful implications extending far beyond the context of John’s encounter.


  For the next few moments I meditated on this phrase, asking the Holy Spirit to help me understand what He meant. A few hours later, the answer walked right through my office door. One of the men in the church, whom I’ll call Jim, stopped by to share a testimony of how God had powerfully restored his marriage. After he finished the story he said, “Bill, you have my permission to tell this testimony to anyone you know who needs to hear it.”


  This statement suddenly connected the dots for me. Testimony and prophecy had always been important elements of the Christian life, but in this moment I realized that this man was telling me that I could use his testimony to prophesy over people. (Prophecy either foretells the future or causes a change in the present. A testimony then becomes catalytic in its ability to bring about a change of atmosphere in the present, making room for a supernatural release.)


  Jim had instinctively made two assumptions: first, that if God had done this great thing for him, He would surely do it for others; and second, that declaring the testimony was the vehicle by which this promise would be transmitted to others in need.


  The first assumption is clearly supported in the Scriptures, which state that God is the same yesterday, today, and forever and is no respecter of persons (see Heb. 13:8; Acts 10:34). And the second assumption, I recognized in that moment, was a practical application of the truth that the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. Testimonies prophesy God’s intent and nature to all who will hear.


  A RIPPLE EFFECT


  That experience happened 25 years ago. Since then I have intentionally shared testimonies when I minister and have closely observed the results, which have been consistently stunning.


  One of my favorite stories to tell is of a little boy who got healed one night at a regional renewal meeting in one of the towns on the Northern California coast where I have ministered on many occasions. At the time he was 3 years old and had fairly severe clubfeet.


  I had brought some students from the school of ministry at Bethel Church to the meeting, and they prayed for him. When they set him on the ground, his feet were perfectly flat for the first time. Another little friend of his came up to him and said, “Run!” He immediately took off running.


  My wife captured the whole thing on a video. The following week we got to show everyone back at Bethel the footage of this little boy running in a big circle, coming back to the camera saying, “I can run!” It was amazing. Two weeks later his neighbors drove three hours to attend our Sunday morning meeting. When I asked them how the little boy was doing, they told me he had been running for two weeks.


  The next day two students from our School of Ministry went down to the local mall to look for people to show God’s love to through prayer. This was a normal activity for them. A couple of them noticed an older woman walking with a leg brace and a cane and decided she was a good candidate. They approached her and asked her if they could pray for her. She told them flatly, “No.”


  Undeterred, they persisted and explained that they had just seen a little boy healed of clubfeet. After they shared the testimony, the woman had a change of heart and said they could pray for her. They first prayed for her knee, which had a tumor on it. The tumor disappeared, so the woman removed her brace. Then the Lord showed one of the students, through a word of knowledge, that He was also healing her back and that the fire of God’s presence was touching a specific place on her back.


  When the student pointed to the exact spot, the woman found that the other tumor had disappeared as well. She had never told them about that one. Right after that happened, her family came out of the store and saw that Grandma had been healed. The woman walked out of the mall carrying her cane and leg brace.


  Some time later, I shared these two stories in a Sunday morning service as an illustration of the prophetic power of a testimony. A woman visiting from Montana had a 2-year-old little girl whose feet turned inward so severely that she would constantly trip over them whenever she tried to run. After hearing the testimonies and the teaching, the woman said in her heart, “I’ll take that for my daughter.” When she went to pick up her little girl from our nursery, she found that her feet were already perfectly straight. No one had laid hands on her or prayed. It just happened with God’s supernatural intervention when her faith was ignited through the power of a story.


  More recently, I shared the testimonies of these three miracles in a conference held at Mahesh and Bonnie Chavda’s church in North Carolina. The man who drove me between the hotel and the church was from Brazil. As he was driving me back to the hotel after the meeting, he told me that he had just received a phone call from his sister-in-law in Brazil. She had watched that night’s service on her computer. When she heard the story about the clubfeet being healed and then heard about the little girl’s feet that were turned inward also being healed, she called out to her daughter.


  Her little girl was about ten years old. Her feet turned inward so severely that they were actually deformed. She is a beautiful young girl, but when people look at her and they just stare at her feet, it’s embarrassing to her. After hearing the teaching on the testimony and the stories that followed, his sister-in-law called to her daughter, who was in another room. She responded, “Yes, Mommy” and came and stood in the hallway. Her mother then told her to take off her shoes. After the girl removed her shoes, the mother told her to come to her. As she walked toward her mother, the feet straightened and were completely healed. Once again, faith was released through the power of a story.


  There is no doubt in my mind that these individuals each experienced the prophetic power of the testimony. When they heard the testimony of what God had done, the anointing on the testimony opened a realm of possibility. The atmosphere became pregnant with the opportunity for the miracle that had been described in the testimony to be duplicated. When they engaged their faith and stepped into that opportunity in the slightest measure, that possibility became reality.


  In two of these cases, no one even prayed for, laid hands on, or was even present in the room with the person who was healed. And this is just one of many stories that connect back to one specific breakthrough miracle. I and other members of my leadership team and church have seen this list of related God’s supernatural interventions continue to grow as specific miracles are multiplied through the declaration of a testimony.


  One particular series is so prolific and so clearly the result of the testimony that it is overwhelming. It began a few years ago when I was praying for people at a conference in Minnesota. There was a young lady there who had been in a bad accident and injured her leg. She had pins in her leg, pain, restricted movement, and other complications.


  As we prayed for her, calcium deposits started to dissolve, she gained more movement, and pain left. When she got up the next morning and got dressed to come to that day’s meeting, her husband looked down at her leg and said, “Hey, that wasn’t there before.” A whole part of her calf muscle that had been destroyed in the accident had grown back overnight. At the meeting she gave the testimony and we all praised God for this creative miracle.


  Following her testimony, a woman immediately came up to me and said, “If God would do that for her, certainly He would do that for me.” She caught on to what the testimony had just provided for all who really heard it, even though I had not taught on the principle. This woman had severed her Achilles tendon five years earlier. It had never healed correctly, and part of the calf muscle had atrophied and withdrawn up into the leg.


  So I had the young lady who had just been healed, as well as the pastor’s wife, come and pray for this woman. I told the one recently healed, “Freely you’ve received, freely give.” They laid hands on the woman needing the miracle and watched as God reattached the tendon correctly and redeveloped the muscle right before their eyes.


  Then another lady came up while that was going on and said, “Hey, I was kicked in the leg by a horse, and it destroyed part of my calf muscle. There’s a growth in its place.” So the two ladies who had been healed and the pastor’s wife laid hands on her. They watched the growth dissolve and the muscle form right before their eyes. Another lady came up. It seemed like there was an epidemic of calf muscle injuries in Rochester, Minnesota. She also got healed. The same miracle was duplicated three times in a few moments.


  I flew from Rochester to minister in Crossville, Tennessee, where I shared the story of these four women. In the room was a doctor who had broken his leg one year earlier. He had restricted movement and pain, and his whole calf muscle had atrophied. I sent some students to pray for him, and about twenty minutes later I asked, “How are you doing?” He told me that all the pain was gone and all the movement was back. Then I asked, “How is the muscle?” He said, “I can feel the skin stretching.”


  When I arrived home in Redding from the Crossville meetings I told the testimonies of these five people. There was a woman in the room who had broken her leg a year earlier. She had pain, restricted movement, and an atrophied calf muscle. She came up to me about two weeks later and said, “When you shared that testimony, my leg became hot. All the pain left, I regained full range of motion, and the muscle grew back.”


  Later, I shared these stories at a signs and wonders ministry training meeting in Brazil. I had gone there to help Randy Clark with his crusades. A woman on the ministry team from the United States was missing part of a calf muscle due to an automobile accident. After I was through with my message, she went to the bathroom to examine her leg. She found that the muscle had grown back while I was teaching.


  More recently, I told these stories in another meeting with Mahesh and Bonnie Chavda. A woman in the audience interrupted me as I was sharing them and said, “I’m missing part of a calf muscle.” I told her we’d be happy to pray for her after the meeting. Then she said, “And I’m from Minnesota.”


  Realizing that unusual coincidences are often the language of the Spirit, I understood that this was a divine setup. So I had her run to the back of the room, and then back to where she was sitting—faith needs an activity, whether it is quietly uttering, “I’ll take that for my daughter” or calling her into the room and having her walk to you. The muscle was created during her act of obedience to an unusual command.


  I never realized that there were so many people missing part of their calf muscles. The Holy Spirit used these unusual experiences to let me know that I needed to sit up and give my full attention to what He was saying about the testimony. In learning how God speaks to us I’ve also learned that besides unusual coincidences, He also speaks through the spoken or written record (testimony) of anything that God has done. It is how God often speaks to His people. As all of this was unfolding, I couldn’t help but feel that God really wanted me to get this, so He was making it really obvious.


  GOD’S NATURE REVEALED


  Initially it seemed like the primary aspect of the testimony that God wanted me to get was its value in ministering to people who needed a miracle. But as always, God’s acts reveal His ways, and His ways reveal His nature. Thus, the revelation of the power of the testimony has unfolded for me beyond the immediate context of ministry and led me to discover that it is a foundational Kingdom principle with implications for every area of our lives as believers. It is a principle that must be taught, understood, and applied on an individual and corporate level if the Church is going to fulfill her commission to disciple nations through preaching and demonstrating the Gospel of the Kingdom.


  What I have discovered is that our ability to fulfill this calling and commission depends largely on one vital thing—remembering. Our capacity to remember what God has said and done in our lives and throughout history—the testimony—is one of the primary things that determine our success or failure in sustaining a Kingdom lifestyle of power for miracles.


  As we explore the nature of the testimony and the priority of remembering, I believe we will see that the Church must begin to establish core truths and practices in our culture in order to unlock the heavenly resources God has put in the testimony. We must have these resources in order to accomplish all we are called to become and to do, releasing His miracle power into our world.
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  CHAPTER 2


  Spending Our

  Inheritance


  One of my primary jobs is to teach Christians how to discover and spend their inheritance. This basically means that we learn to use the unlimited promises given to us by God to bring about a manifestation of His dominion for the sake of humanity. It is always recognized through purity and power and is motivated by God’s love.


  I am convinced that, for the most part, the Church has left the riches of Heaven sitting in the bank, thinking that we only get them when we die and go there. The belief that Heaven is entirely a future reality has reduced far too many of God’s declarations in Scripture about the believer’s identity and calling to “positional” truths that are acknowledged but never experienced. It is time for that to change.


  Understanding our inheritance begins with discovering the deeper purpose for our salvation. Many new believers stay immature because they never progress beyond the revelation that they are sinners saved by grace. By progress I don’t mean “to leave behind,” but “to build upon.” Those who progress are those who understand that God’s highest purpose for the Cross was not merely to forgive us of sin. It was so that, by forgiving us on the basis of Christ’s blood, He could invite us back into an intimate family relationship with Him, our heavenly Father. John 1:12 says, “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name.” This legal standing of relationship to God as His sons and daughters is precisely what gives us an inheritance. Romans 8:14-17 explains this simply:


  
    For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.

  


  The fact that we are heirs of God is mind-boggling. But we must not be content to read these verses and be awed by them. They prophesy our potential, a potential that we must pursue throughout our entire lives.


  John 1:12 says we have the right to become the children of God. When God invites us into relationship with Him, He is inviting us into a process of becoming, of transformation. This transformation can be measured in our lives because in Jesus Christ we have the model of who we’re becoming as the children of God. We see it later in Romans 8:29: “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.” We have the right to become like Christ, our Elder Brother. We are destined to be fully restored to the image and likeness of God, in which we were originally created.


  Through salvation we are also restored to our original purpose—the purpose that flows naturally from our restored identity and relationship with God. Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” Works cannot save us, but without the fruit of good works in our lives, we lack the evidence that identifies us as new creations in Christ. Just as God’s nature is revealed in what He does, the evidence that we are being transformed into His likeness is that we reveal His nature in what we do.


  What are these good works? It’s too easy to reduce Jesus’ teaching to what is humanly possible. While we love to feed the poor, clothe the naked, and visit those in need (such acts of kindness are essential expressions of the Christian life), we refuse to let them satisfy that internal drive for effective service. He specifically used the term “good works” to describe the miracles, signs, and wonders He performed.


  Jesus modeled these works for us. He didn’t design a new hearing aid or train a guide dog. He healed the deaf and the blind. This overwhelming conclusion about “good works” comes from a thorough study of the Gospel of John. These good works not only reveal Jesus to be the Anointed One, the Christ; they also reveal the specific nature of His relationship with His Father, as He explained in John 14:8-12:


  
    Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works. Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the works themselves. Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father.”

  


  It can’t be stated more plainly. Those who believe in Him will demonstrate signs and wonders. But even more so, His declaration implies that those who believe will walk in the same kind of relationship with the Father and possess the same anointing of the Spirit as He did. That is, we are called to minister as Jesus ministered because, through His death and resurrection, we have access to everything He had available to Him to do good works. He prophesied this to His disciples and to us when He said, “As the Father has sent me, I also send you” (John 20:21).


  COMMISSIONED TO DO THE IMPOSSIBLE


  When Jesus commissioned the 12 disciples to go into the world and make disciples of the nations, He was commanding them to do the impossible. Many Christians mistakenly believe that some of Christ’s commands, like the command to love your neighbor as yourself, are possible to observe, while others, like the one to raise the dead, are impossible. The truth is that all of Christ’s commands are impossible to fulfill apart from His grace and supernatural power through the Holy Spirit. Our heart to obey whatever He says puts us in the place of living from the promise, “All things are possible to him who believes.” (See Mark 9:23.) Our faith gives us access to all the resources of Heaven. This is why Christ commissioned us to do the impossible!


  We, as sons and daughters of God, are destined to reveal our Father to the world by bearing His likeness. We do this as Christ did, by communing with the Father, walking in the anointing of the Holy Spirit, and bringing the Kingdom of Heaven to earth through demonstrations of power and authority, all in the context of showing the love of God.


  For this reason, we must learn to spend our inheritance by drawing on the great promises of God for the benefit of the people around us. We can’t forget that it was Jesus’ death that allowed the essence of God’s will to be released to the rest of His family, the saints (“on earth as it is in heaven”). We must not wait until we die to use our inheritance because our purpose on earth requires heavenly resources to fulfill it.


  The anointing to heal and bring deliverance will be of no value in Heaven. These graces must be used here and now as part of the package of tools used to bring the nations to Jesus. After all, He is called “the desire of the nations.” Everyone desires Jesus. They just don’t know it. We must become like Him more fully so that the harvest becomes all that God desires and has provided for.


  So then, if our right to become the sons of God gives us access to the same kind of relationship that Jesus has with the Father, how do we learn to grow in that relationship? Thankfully, Jesus modeled this for us as well. Jesus did not come out of the womb with an adult mind, fully aware of His identity and destiny. He had to undergo the same process of maturity that we all do. The Scriptures say, “…He learned obedience…” (Heb. 5:8). But He was trained in His relationship with God by at least three things. First, He was trained by the record of God’s activities among man as recorded in Scripture. Hebrews 10: 5–7 describes how Jesus discovered God’s will and His destiny there:


  
    Therefore, when He came into the world, He said: “Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, but a body You have prepared for Me. In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You had no pleasure. Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come—in the volume of the book it is written of Me—to do Your will, O God.’”

  


  Second, it is highly likely that Jesus was raised under the influence of the testimony of His parents, particularly Mary, who had “treasured” every word, dream, and event that had been spoken or occurred concerning Jesus’conception and birth. It says that she “pondered them in her heart” (Luke 2:19).


  Third, Jesus had the testimony of the Holy Spirit, who facilitated Jesus’ communication with the Father, “[the Spirit] will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak” (John 16:13). In giving us instruction on the Holy Spirit’s role in leading us into truth, He is in fact revealing to us how He has lived. These three resources are all testimonies. Testimonies are the things that train you and me to walk in a relationship with the Father and fulfill our purpose as His sons and daughters.


  The Psalmist said, “I have inherited Your testimonies forever, for they are the joy of my heart” (Ps. 119:111 NASB). The testimonies of the Lord are our inheritance. And what is a testimony? A testimony is the written or spoken record of anything God has done in history. Everything God has said and done in history is your eternal possession, and that record holds all the resources you need to be transformed into the image of Christ and become a transformer through demonstrating His good works.


  The purpose of this book is to try to examine some of the weightiness and power of that inheritance and display it for what it is, namely releasing miracle power.


  THE TESTIMONY REVEALS GOD


  The first thing to see in the definition is that a testimony is about what God has done. When believers hear the word testimony, they often associate it with the story of how they came to know Christ, or perhaps a story about someone who experienced a miracle. But we are never the main characters in a testimony. Our stories are testimonies because they tell of what God has done.


  The corollary to this statement is also true, that we don’t have a testimony unless we have experienced a divine invasion of God in our lives! We are His witnesses only to the degree we have encountered His power. As Acts 1:8 points out, it is after we receive power and the Holy Spirit comes upon us that we are witnesses. A witness means “someone with a testimony;” it is the very word Jesus used to describe His true disciples.


  The testimonies of God are an invaluable inheritance because in each story of what God has done, there is a revelation of His nature. But giving us a better theology is not the primary purpose of that revelation. A revelation of God through a testimony is always an invitation to know God experientially in that revelation.


  Such encounters transform us. And transformed people transform people. David knew the heart of the Father as seen in Psalm 40:6-8-the passage quoted in the verses we just saw in Hebrews 10—and understood that they held a revelation of the nature of God. Jesus came to earth knowing that God did not want animal sacrifices and burnt offerings; He wanted a man who would do His will. Jesus embraced His assignment, and it led Him to experience His Father’s delight as He fulfilled the Father’s desire.


  Jesus explained the power source of His ministry when He said, “…Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner. For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself does…” (John 5:19-20).


  This reality is the same source of life and power for every believer. Knowing the testimonies of God is a crucial part of “seeing what the Father does.” Experiencing God through what He has done in the past correctly positions us to experience God in what He is doing in the present. The more we come to know God experientially by responding to the invitations in His testimonies, the more we can become like Him. And the more we become like Him, the more we can do what He does and manifest His nature and power to the world around us.


  HEAVEN’S RESOURCES


  Power is probably one of the first heavenly resources that comes to mind when you consider what you need to fulfill your destiny to do the impossible.


  Power is a huge part of your inheritance, but the way to walking in power cannot be separated from personally encountering the God of power. You will grow in your relationship with Him through that experience.


  The testimonies of God are the key to walking in power because, in unveiling who God is, they teach believers to pursue a relationship with Him more than gifts or answers to prayer. God is longing for His people to love Him along with His gifts. He is longing for them to encounter His incredible love so they will be motivated by passion more than duty. Then He can trust them with His power in unprecedented measure.


  The anointing that empowers us to be like Christ and do good works is not an impersonal force. The anointing is a Person. It is the Holy Spirit Himself, and He is passionate to accomplish something very specific in us—to conform us to the image of Christ. The more room we make for Him in our lives, the more He puts His power and revelation to work for that purpose. He is the One who reveals what the Father is doing and saying and then equips us to do and say it.


  Communication with the Spirit was the secret to Christ’s ministry, and it is the secret to ours. The testimonies of God teach us what the Holy Spirit is like and how to move with Him. They keep us aware of the God who invades the impossible when the perspectives of those around us are focused on the temporary, physical circumstances.


  Without a constant awareness of God and the testimonies that speak of His nature, we will inevitably reduce our vision and ministry down to what we can accomplish with our gifts and strength. God is obviously the One who gave us these gifts, but they are like sails on a boat, designed to catch His wind. Without the wind of the Holy Spirit filling them, they have no eternal purpose. He comes to direct their course beyond the reach of human possibility. Without God these abilities have no effect on eternity.


  HISTORY IS A STORY


  The study of the testimony is a study of history, because the testimony is the record of what God has done in the past. In order to understand the power of the testimony, we need to know what history contains.


  History is more than a series of random events. It is a story with a plot, characters, theme, and an outcome. It has a beginning, middle, and end. We know history is a story because it has an Author. Thus, there may be a thousand different opinions on what history means or where it’s going, but there is only one opinion that is true. That’s why divine perspective is absolutely necessary for us to understand history, as well as our purpose in the present.


  Like a testimony, history is most truly about God, the Author of your story and mine. While He didn’t write for tragedy and crises to fill our lives, He did arrange for His solutions to always be at hand. For this reason, history itself is a testimony, composed of the collective testimonies of God.


  The family of God inherits His testimonies just as members of a royal family inherit their family history. Royals study and rehearse the record of their ancestors because it is their connection to that past that gives them their identity and purpose for their lifetime. It lays on them a responsibility of doing something significant during their reign in order to pass the legacy on to the next generation. If one generation fails to live in such a way that honors their family history or fails to pass that history on to the next generation, that line is broken and the inheritance is potentially lost.


  That reality is no less true for us, who have been adopted into the royal family of God. When Christ Jesus purchased us through a payment in blood and brought us from death to life, our history was changed. We were on a trajectory to hell. But after we said yes to Jesus, our entire past, present, and future were brought into the history of God and His people.


  The Cross has the power to transform and redeem us so completely that our sinful past becomes a testimony of God’s power, bringing Him glory. But we can’t walk in that transformation unless we learn to live from our family history. I’m not talking merely about studying the lives of past believers, or even studying Scripture, though those activities are certainly important. But they are important because they teach us God’s version of history and help us gain insights on reality from His perspective, which enables us to live supernaturally. Scripture calls this training process renewing the mind.


  OUR ORIGINAL PURPOSE


  Most of us are acutely aware that we live in a world at war. But the war is not over power, land or money, or even good and evil. It is over something even more basic. The war is over truth, and the battlefield is the mind of every person.


  This war began in Heaven, when satan was cast down, but we were implicated in it by Adam and Eve—not only when they ate the forbidden fruit, but also when they decided to trust in a lie over God’s truth.


  Eating the fruit was merely evidence that they had believed the enemy’s lie. When you believe a lie, you empower the liar. Agreeing with the devil empowers him—giving him license to kill, steal, and destroy. When Adam and Eve did so, they denied God’s truth, which amounted to cutting off the branch on which they were sitting. Adam and Eve literally fell when they decided to abandon God’s perspective for a distortion. Romans 1:18-21 describes the Fall of Man explicitly as a fall from the truth:


  
    For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.

  


  Paul says that the reality of God’s eternal power and nature are “clearly seen” in the visible realm. That phrase literally means “seen from above.” When Adam and Eve fell, they fell from God’s perspective on reality. Before they “suppress[ed] the truth,” they had unbroken access to the truth of God’s nature and His intentions for history.


  Paul also says, “What may be known of God [was] manifest in them.” This implies that, because they were made in the image of God, they could look at each other and see what God was like. But when they suppressed the truth of whom God was, their own image was distorted, separating them from their identity and purpose. From this point on, the human race inherited a distorted perspective on reality and history.


  Now that the breach of sin has been healed by the Cross, believers must allow the testimonies of God to teach us the truth that was lost to Adam and Eve—both His plan for history and our identity and role in it. God’s plan for mankind has never changed, because He has not changed. But the Church has not yet understood that plan to the degree that we begin collectively walking in it, I believe, because our minds have not yet been sufficiently renewed by the testimonies of God.


  As I mentioned, most believers understand that God has forgiven them of sin, but many haven’t entered into the purpose of that forgiveness. When Adam and Eve sinned, God wasn’t shocked. He was fully aware of the risk He had taken in giving them free will. He wanted sons and daughters who would love Him, and love requires a choice.


  We know He wasn’t blown away because He already had a plan to redeem man if they chose to use their free will for something other than love. Revelation 13:8 declares that Jesus is the “Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”


  I don’t want to minimize the disastrous effects of sin or the immense debt God paid in sacrificing His own Son for us. We truly have a great salvation. It is so great and so complete, because in forgiving us, God purposed for His original plan in history to be accomplished.


  We learn this from the testimony of Scripture. When God placed Adam and Eve in the Garden, He commissioned them to be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it (see Gen. 1:28). Two people were not enough to rule the planet. God wanted the earth filled with those made in His image who would bring the earth under the influence of the King and His Kingdom.


  When sin entered the world, mankind forfeited that authority to the enemy. For centuries that slavery endured, but God prepared the world for the deliverance that would come through the Messiah with a series of revelations (testimonies).


  Virtually all of these revelations, to Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the people of Israel, involved covenants. In the next chapter, I’ll explain the fundamental relationship between the testimony and covenant, but here I want to point out a recurring theme in each of these revelations.


  To Noah He said, “Be fruitful and multiply on the earth” (Gen. 8:17). To Abraham, He said, “I…will multiply you exceedingly. …I will make you exceedingly fruitful” (Gen. 17:2,6). To Isaac, He said, “I will make your descendents multiply as the stars of heaven” (Gen. 26:4). To Jacob, He said, “Be fruitful and multiply” (Gen. 35:11). And finally, to the people of Israel, He said:


  
    For I will look on you favorably and make you fruitful, multiply you and confirm My covenant with you. You shall eat the old harvest, and clear out the old because of the new. I will set My tabernacle among you, and My soul shall not abhor you. I will walk among you and be your God, and you shall be My people. I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, that you should not be their slaves; I have broken the bands of your yoke and made you walk upright (Leviticus 26:9-13).

  


  These covenants reiterate the same promise and commission God gave to Adam and Eve. Why would God still want His earth filled with people when He knew they were sinful and enslaved to the enemy? It can only be because He knew that, through the blood of Christ, He would be able to call out a people for Himself from among the nations of the earth to follow Christ’s—the Last Adam’s—commission to live in intimacy with God and subdue the earth.


  These testimonies demonstrate that the Fall of Man failed to diminish God’s interest in having an earth filled with people who live in relationship with Him, people among whom He dwells and walks, as He walked with Adam in the Garden. These testimonies tell us that God’s nature and His purposes for mankind have not changed! After all, history is His story.


  God is making His people to “be fruitful and multiply,” but He is doing it through the new birth in His Spirit, creating, as John 1:12-13 puts it, “children of God…who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”


  He still intends to establish His Kingdom on the earth by co-laboring with His children. He could easily take dominion of the earth in a moment, but His glory and love are most fully expressed when His rule is extended through His covenant relationship with those He made in His image, who worship Him by choice.


  OUR DESTINY—FROM GLORY TO GLORY


  If the Cross made it possible for us to have the same relationship with God that Christ had and bear the same fruit, then why don’t we see a glorious Church ruling and reigning with Christ already? I believe it has to do in part with how the Church has failed to use her inheritance, the testimony to release His power into the earth.


  When there is a failure to “keep the testimony” the revelation of the nature and will of God cannot be sustained from generation to generation. Revivals have come along periodically when, as in the reign of Josiah, the testimony has been found again and has called believers back to the truth of God’s nature and their calling.


  But since the first century, I am not aware of any generation that burned with the conviction that the testimony of God’s activities among men from the past has been their inheritance to equip them for the present. And not just for the purpose of receiving encouragement from the experiences of others, but also to fully apprehend the experience and fruitfulness from what is provided through such an inheritance and pass it on to the next generation. Therefore, these moves of God have not been sustained beyond a single generation.


  In response to this, some people have proposed a version of history based on the failure of humanity rather than the nature of God. Many seminarians and historians are taught that Christian revivals typically last two to six years. Revivals, this view suggests, occur mainly to give the Church a shot in the arm, after which everyone should expect business as usual to resume.


  Historically this is accurate. But the conclusion that this is the purpose for revival is inaccurate. The will of God then becomes defined through what the Church has done instead of what God has made available.


  This interpretation of history is absolutely wrong in that it is based on false definitions of the nature of revival and ultimately of the nature of God. God is abundantly good all the time, and His covenant of love endures forever. Because of these qualities He has purposed in His heart to fill His earth with people made in His image walking in right relationship with Him and exercising their delegated authority over the earth. That is what His Kingdom looks like. It’s established in Heaven, and it is being established on earth through the co-laboring of His Church and His Spirit.


  Isaiah prophesied that the Kingdom is continually advancing: “Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and justice from that time forward, even forever” (Isa. 9:7).


  When Christ ascended, He sat down on the throne of David. On the Day of Pentecost, the Father sent the promised Holy Spirit to empower the disciples to establish the Kingdom on earth and fulfill Christ’s commission to make disciples of all nations.


  What most people miss about the Day of Pentecost is that the harvest of 3,000 converts was not simply the fruit of Peter’s preaching. Certainly the Gospel was declared with boldness, but people heard it and were convicted because there had been a shift in the spiritual atmosphere caused by the outpouring of the Spirit.


  In other words, when believers allow the Holy Spirit to have His way, the atmosphere is transformed, making it easier for people to come to God. Such a change in mind-set doesn’t just happen. It is the impact of the presence of God doing as He pleases with His people. The co-laboring role brings exponential increase to the impact of the Holy Spirit’s activities among men. Second Corinthians 4:3-4 explains that the spiritual atmosphere affects people’s ability to receive the Gospel:


  
    But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them.

  


  At Pentecost, the “god of the age” was bound, and the light of Christ pierced through the spiritual darkness over Jerusalem, where the crowds had crucified Him weeks earlier. It was as though the wind of God that filled the upper room made a distinct sound as it blew across the hearts of yielded people.


  The sound drew people. It was a roar, a sound from Heaven that arrested the hearts of a people who had previously celebrated His death. They were now asking what they must do to be saved. The sound from Heaven released the atmosphere of Heaven until the prevailing powers of darkness gave way to the superiority of light.


  That is the normal Christian life. Anything less is going backward. This spiritual shift is precisely what happens in true revival. In revival, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit brings an invasion of the presence of the King of Heaven, which displaces the prince of darkness. The result of this displacement is that people experience the life and power of the Kingdom. Bodies are healed, souls are delivered and saved, believers grow in unity, and ultimately, society and the earth are transformed.


  True revival not only calls people to pursue God, but also to pursue their purpose in history and to partner with Him in establishing His dominion over all things. The Holy Spirit doesn’t come to give us a shot in the arm; He comes to help us run the race to the end and pass the baton to the next generation with the intent that Kingdom momentum will increase with each succeeding generation.


  True revival is an outpouring of the Spirit that brings the Kingdom until there is transformation unto reformation. The nature of the Kingdom is continual advancement. It follows, then, that revival is meant to be sustained throughout the generations, until “the knowledge of the glory of God” covers the earth “as the waters cover the sea” (Hab. 2:14).


  Redefining the nature of God and the nature of revival is simply not an option for the Body of Christ in answering the question of why the Church has not stepped into her destiny. The problem is never on His side of the equation; it is always on ours.


  We have not renewed our thinking by defining ourselves according to His truth; thus, we live with limitations that He has not given for us. You and I have the chance in our generation to repent from seeing history through a finite perspective and to increase our experience of the transforming power of the testimonies of God, our inheritance. These have been given to the Church to sustain the move of His Spirit among His people and take us from “glory to glory” (2 Cor. 3:18).


  Our family history in God is one of the primary things that God has established to train us up to walk in our destiny in this hour. If we will embrace the challenge to study, teach, and experience it, we will enable this generation to step into their identity and purpose as the children of God.
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