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    Corrections/Contact


    This guide book has been researched and written with the greatest attention to detail in order to provide you with the most accurate and pertinent information. Unfortunately, travel information—especially pricing—is subject to change and inadvertent errors and omissions do occur. Should you encounter a change, error, or omission while using this guide book, we’d like to hear about it. (If you found a wonderful place, trail, or activity not mentioned, we’d love to hear about that too.) Please contact us by sending an e-mail to corrections@stoneroadpress.com. Your contributions will help make future editions better than the last.


    You can contact us online at www.StoneRoadPress.com or follow us on


    Facebook: www.facebook.com/thestoneroadpress


    Twitter: www.twitter.com/stoneroadpress (@stoneroadpress)


    Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/stoneroadpress


    FAQs


    The world of electronic media is not cut and dry like print. Devices handle files differently. Users have a variety of expectations. These e-books are image- and map-intensive, requiring fairly powerful hardware. All books were tested for use on the Kindle Fire, Nook Tablet, and iPad. You can expect to have the best user experience on one of these devices, or a similar tablet, laptop, or desktop. In the event you have issues please peruse our Frequently Asked Questions (www.stoneroadpress.com/faq). If you still can’t find the solution, do not hesitate to contact us at faq@stoneroadpress.com.


    Maps


    Numerous map layouts were explored while developing this e-book, but in the end it was decided that the most useful map is a complete one. Unfortunately, due to file size concerns and e-reader hardware limitations, some maps included in this guide book are below our usual high standards of quality (even using zoom features). As a workaround all of this books maps are available in pdf format by clicking the link below each map or visiting www.stoneroadpress.com/maps.


    Disclaimer


    Your safety is important to us. If any activity is beyond your ability or threatened by forces outside your control, do not attempt it. The maps in this book, although accurate and to scale, are not intended for hiking. Serious hikers should purchase a detailed, waterproof, topographical map. It is also suggested that you write or call in advance to confirm information when it matters most.


    The primary purpose of this guide book is to enhance our readers’ national park experiences, but the author, editor, and publisher cannot be held responsible for any experiences while traveling.
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    You might be wondering “why in the world should I listen to this guy standing on a rock at the Grand Canyon?” Allow me to tell you…during my exploration of the parks I quickly realized most visitors only explore areas accessible by car. Families zip through, stop at the occasional pull-out or parking lot for a quick photo-op, then continue along their merry way. While most parks cater to motorists, one cannot experience their essence from the comfort of your driver’s seat. You must walk among the trees and the mountains. Listen to wildlife all around you. Sit back, close your eyes and immerse yourself in nature. America’s 58 national parks are irreplaceable treasures, yet they are our parks, preserved for our enjoyment, and if you want to experience them to their fullest you’re going to need a good guide.


    That’s where I come in. I admit my first trip to a national park was your typical affair. A group of friends drove to the South Rim of the Grand Canyon. We peered in, snapped a few photos, shrugged and returned to our rental car. Did we know that adventurous hikers were resting their tired legs at Phantom Ranch nearly 5,000 feet below at the canyon’s floor? No. Did we know how to reach the North Rim? Probably not. The point is, we didn’t know much about the Grand Canyon. In all we spent no more than three hours in the park. We were your typical park visitors, and each year millions follow in our footsteps.


    I’ve come a long way since those first steps atop the South Rim. While researching this book I spent two full years exploring and photographing the parks, living almost exclusively in my tent. As I passed from park-to-park I learned that this was much more than an assignment; it became an awakening. It was a communion with life and land as I learned to immerse myself in nature. (I also learned how to get to the North Rim, and even hiked down to Phantom Ranch to prove to myself that people were making regular trips to the canyon floor.) Did I hike all the trails and participate in all of the activities listed in this book? No. But I did log thousands of miles hiking, paddling, and pedalling my way across America and through its parks. More importantly, I’ve exhaustively researched every site in this book, integrating those findings with my unique perspective and with the opinions of hundreds of park patrons and National Park Service employees.


    These are the footsteps you should follow, and holding this book is the first step to an unforgettable adventure.
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    Plan Your Trip
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    Park Passes


    Most United States National Parks require guests to pay an entrance fee. Entrance fees vary from park to park, and rates may be per individual, per vehicle, and a few rates are even charged per day. If you plan on visiting several national parks in a calendar year or visiting the same (fee required) national park several times the America the Beautiful Passes can minimize the damage to your wallet. A pass is not only your ticket to the national parks, it provides access to more than 2,000 federal recreation sites including national monuments (e.g., Devil’s Tower), national memorials, national recreation areas, and all other lands managed by the Bureau of Land Management and Bureau of Reclamation.


    Annual Pass • $80: This pass is valid for one year, beginning from the date of sale. It is available to the general public and provides access to, and use of, federal recreation sites that charge an entrance fee or standard amenity fee. It does not provide discounted camping or program/tour rates. The pass can be purchased by calling (888) 275-8747 Ext. 1, in person, or online at www.store.usgs.gov/pass.


    Don’t automatically purchase an annual pass if you’re planning a multi-park vacation. No entrance fee is charged at the following national parks: Cuyahoga Valley, Mammoth Cave, Great Smoky Mountains, Congaree, Biscayne, U.S. Virgin Islands, American Samoa, Voyageurs, Wind Cave, Hot Springs, Great Basin, Channel Islands, Redwood, North Cascades, Glacier Bay, Wrangell – St. Elias, Kenai Fjords, Lake Clark, Katmai, Gates of the Arctic, and Kobuk Valley.


    Senior Pass • $10: This is a lifetime pass for U.S. citizens or permanent residents age 62 or over. The pass provides lifetime access to, and use of, federal recreation sites that charge an entrance fee. The senior pass also provides a 50% discount on camping fees and certain park programs/tours. The pass must be purchased in person.


    Access Pass • Free: This is a lifetime pass for U.S. citizens or permanent residents with permanent disabilities (documentation required). The pass provides lifetime access to, and use of, federal recreation sites that charge an entrance or standard amenity fee. It also provides a 50% discount on camping fees and some park programs/tours. It must be obtained in person.


    Volunteer Pass • Free: This pass is given to volunteers who accumulate 500 service hours on a cumulative basis. The pass provides access to, and use of, federal recreation sites that charge an entrance fee for a year, beginning from the date of award. The volunteer pass does not provide discounted camping or tour/program rates.


    If you plan on visiting one national park several times in a calendar year you may be better off purchasing an individual park annual pass. They range from $15 – 50 and are typically good for one vehicle for one year from the date of purchase. Even if you think you might return just one more time within a year it is almost always worthwhile to purchase the park annual pass.


    Another way to save a few dollars is to visit during National Park Service Free Entrance Days.

  


  
    What to Pack
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    Grand Canyon National Park © Doc Searls


    If you’re like me you probably wait until the night before your vacation to begin packing. You grab everything you might need and throw it in a suitcase or backpack. Anything left behind won’t be noticed until you need it on your trip. Avoid these situations by compiling packing lists (for each family member) and packing a few days in advance. Everyone knows to pack the essentials like cell phone charger, money, hygiene products, and clothes, so here are a few suggestions that you may not think of.


    For Any Trip


    Garbage and Small Resealable Bags: Not only are bags incredibly useful storage devices, you can use them to waterproof your gadgets. I still use a small resealable bag as my wallet. Its combination of transparency, durability, waterproofness, and low-cost-to-volume ratio cannot be beat.


    Duct Tape: I always have a roll of duct tape in my car. It’s also a good practice to wrap the base of a water bottle or hiking pole with duct tape for when you venture away from your car.


    Headlamp: Whether reading in your tent or searching under a car seat for the National Park Pass you just dropped, a headlamp is sure to be a handy device. Plus, kids love them.


    For the National Parks


    Binoculars, clothes that layer (temperature and winds change dramatically based on elevation, location, and time), insect repellent, sunscreen, snacks and water, first-aid kit, journal or sketchpad, a good book, and camera (plus extra batteries).


    For Hiking


    Backpack, hydration system or water bottle, compass and map (know how to use them), GPS (know how to use it), hiking stick/poles, pocket knife, whistle, and water filter.


    For Camping


    Camp stove with fuel, rope, clothes pins, flashlight(s), folding chairs, hammock, water jug, tarp, ear plugs, and a deck of cards.


    For Biking


    Water, spare tube, patch-kit, pump, tire irons, multi-tool, and bike shorts.


    For Paddling


    Bilge pump, rescue bag, knife, booties, gloves, helmet, and whistle.

  


  
    Leave No Trace
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    Remember that the National Parks are for everyone to enjoy. Whether you’re an avid outdoorsman or just passing through, all visitors of the parks should practice these simple Leave No Trace principles.


    1. Plan Ahead and Prepare


    2. Travel/Camp on Durable Surfaces


    3. Dispose of Waste Properly


    4. Leave What You Find


    5. Minimize Campfire Impacts


    6. Respect Wildlife


    7. Be Considerate of Other Visitors


    Proper waste disposal is commonly referred to as “Pack it In, Pack it Out” or “Leave Only Footprints, Take Only Photographs.” Practice these simple and sensible principles and our most remarkable and irreplaceable treasures will remain for the enjoyment of future generations.

  


  
    Economical Travel


    Vacations can be expensive. A trip to a national park is often seen as an affordable adventure, but the costs of lodging, dining, tours, entrance fees, and gas can add up quickly. Some costs are unavoidable; others can be minimized using these practical tips.


    Lodging: Park lodges are beautiful but expensive. Discounts are rarely available during peak-season and many lodges book months in advance. Travel during off-season for the best deals on in-park lodging.


    More economical lodging is often found beyond park boundaries. Most gateway cities offer everything from chain hotels to B&Bs. A few of the best lodging choices and their standard rates are included in the “What’s Nearby” sections of this book. Before making reservations price check your options using online tools like Orbitz or Priceline. It’s usually best to make reservations a few weeks in advance. Book too early and you’ll pay the standard rate. Book too late and you might pay standard or more depending on availability. If you’re making an unplanned stop at a hotel and unable to check pricing with the aforementioned online tools, the best way to receive a discount is to ask for one. Occasionally a hotel will have a room that is not up to their typical standards (e.g., no air conditioning) that they’ll offer at a deep discount. If you don’t mind the room’s defect, the hotel will not mind checking you in.


    Another option is to use the money you would have spent on a hotel room on a tent, sleeping bag, and mat instead. Camping isn’t for everyone, but it’s definitely worth giving a try. You can avoid campground fees (and truly explore the park) by camping in the parks’ wilderness areas. Most parks allow backcountry camping with a free permit (see park sections for details). By no means do you have to be a seasoned backpacker to enjoy the park’s backcountry. However, you may want to consult with a park ranger to help plan an itinerary suitable for your experience, as well as get a brief overview of backcountry regulations. Most parks require that you set up camp a certain distance from all roads, trails, and water sources and practice Leave No Trace principles.


    Walmart provides unexpected savings for travelers with a camper, RV, trailer, or truck. Most stores allow free overnight parking. To take advantage of this courtesy, they ask that you park in the back of the lot and notify a manager that you plan on spending the night (especially if you’re the first to stop in for the night). Walmart’s intent is to provide a safe location for weary travelers and truck drivers so they don’t endanger other motorists. Do not take advantage of this benefit by getting comfortable and camping out in the parking lot for an extended period of time.


    Dining: The best way to avoid dining at expensive restaurants is to pack a cooler. Bringing a loaf of bread, jam, and peanut butter can prevent a few trips to the nearest town for a snack or meal. A list of grocery stores is conveniently located in the “What’s Nearby” sections.


    Activities: Discounts are more difficult to come by for activities. Asking is a good place to start, especially if you’re part of a decent sized group. Outfitters would rather get your business then see you walk out their door. Many outfitters offer “early-bird” discounts or “online only” specials. It’s also a good idea to navigate your way around their website looking for coupons or simply search for the “outfitter’s name” plus the word “coupon” and see what’s returned.


    Entrance Fees: These are non-negotiable, but the National Parks Service offers free entrance days. The list of fee free dates is available at www.nps.gov/findapark/feefreeparks.htm.


    If you plan on visiting several federal fee areas in the same year consider buying an annual pass.


    Gas: Most national parks are vast regions located in extremely remote sections of the U.S. It will take a lot of gas simple to get to the park much less around it. Remember to top off your gas tank before entering. A few parks have gas stations (see park sections), but you can expect to pay a modest premium.


    Acadia, Glacier, Rocky Mountain, Bryce Canyon, Zion, Grand Canyon, Sequoia, and Yosemite offer free shuttle services during peak tourism season. Take advantage of these shuttles. Not only are they free, they allow you to enjoy the magnificent vistas rather than stare at the road.

  


  
    Camping Regulations


    Camping is one of the national parks’ main attractions. Children and adults alike love the freedom of spending a night under the stars. To do so, campers must adhere to a few basic regulations that help protect park resources and ensure an enjoyable stay for all of the campground’s patrons and your fellow park visitors.


    1. Camp only in designated sites.


    2. Leave something of little value to indicate occupancy (important for vans and RVs).


    3. Store all food and cooking equipment in an enclosed vehicle or hard-sided food locker (particularly in parks with healthy bear or raccoon populations).


    4. Do not leave fires unattended.


    5. Observe campground specific quiet hours and generator hours.


    6. Check out on time.


    7. Lock valuables in your vehicle and out of sight.


    Regulations regarding maximum length of stay, speed limits, gathering wood, and pets change from campground to campground. Specific regulations should be posted at self-check-in stations or handed out when you register for your campsite upon arrival, or they can be found prior to arrival at each park’s website.

  


  
    Road Construction


    All of the most popular parks have been adapted to suit the modern motorist. Paved roadways venture across regions once declared impassable by foot. Ingenuity, perseverance, hard work and millions of tons of concrete now allow automobiles to twist and turn along rugged mountain slopes and craggy coastlines through some of the most beautiful scenery you’ll find anywhere in the world. Roads were built to increase tourism and accessibility, but they were also carefully designed to retain aesthetic beauty. You won’t find a bridge across the Grand Canyon or a parking lot next to Half Dome, but roads lead to stunning viewpoints of these iconic settings.


    Park roads require regular maintenance. Repairing roads in these remote and rugged regions can be a difficult task—a task made more challenging since construction and tourism seasons coincide with one another. To get the most of your vacation try to plan around road construction. Current and upcoming construction plans are typically listed on a park’s website. If you can’t find construction information there, a friendly park ranger is just a phone call away.

  


  
    Safety
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    Rocky Mountain National Park/Denali National Park (© Frank Kovalchek)


    It is important that park visitors follow safety precautions and park regulations to enjoy a safe visit and prevent injuries. In the unlikely event someone is injured, know where to go to receive proper medical treatment. A few parks have medical facilities on-site, but most do not. Carry a cell phone, but do not rely on it; cell coverage is spotty in most parks.


    Accidents can still happen, even to the park’s most cautious guests. Occasionally an accident results in death. The number one cause of fatalities in the parks might surprise you: it’s car accidents. Sure, other drivers are beyond your control, but that doesn’t mean that you and I should refrain from wearing our seat belts, obeying the rules of the road, and driving attentively and cautiously. Far less dangerous are the hazards most often associated with a trip to the national parks:


    Drowning: Visitors should use extreme caution near water. River crossings can be challenging due to uneven footing, moss covered rocks, and slippery logs. One misstep could lead to being swept down river or over a waterfall.


    Hypothermia: Rivers and lakes. High elevations. Alaska. These places have one thing in common: they’re cold. Extended exposure to any cold environment can lead to hypothermia, the progressive degradation, both physically and mentally, caused by the chilling of the inner core of the human body. To help prevent hypothermia, wear water-resistant clothing or clothing that wicks away moisture. It’s also a good idea to pack a sweater, warm hat, and rain gear for any hike.


    Dehydration: It’s important to stay hydrated. Remember to carry a day pack with ample water and snacks.


    Giardia: Giardia is caused by a parasite found in lakes and streams. If consumed it causes persistent, severe diarrhea, abdominal cramps, and nausea. To prevent giardia use an approved filter, boil water, or drink from sources clearly labeled “potable” (e.g., water fountains). Filters should be capable of removing particles as small as one micron.


    Falling Trees/Rocks: Parks do their best to proactively close trails that pose a significant threat due to falling rocks or trees, but hikers must always be aware of their surroundings. Also, don’t kick or throw rocks off cliffs or ledges. There may be hikers below you.


    Wildlife/Bears: Do not approach wildlife. This is particularly true of bears. Know the differences between grizzly and black bears. Grizzlies are blond to nearly black and sometimes have silver-tipped guard hairs. They have a dished-in face and a large hump of heavy muscle above the shoulders. There claws are around 4 inches. Black bears also range from blond to black. They are typically smaller with a straighter face from tip of the nose to ears. They do not have a prominent hump above their shoulders and their claws are about 1.5 inches long. Most bear – human encounters occur when hikers startle or provoke the animal. Visitors often wear bells to scare away bears. I’ve heard conflicting reports about the bells’ effectiveness, but if they make you feel safer you should wear them. The best way to avoid an encounter is to hike with a group and talk as you go. Many hikers carry bear spray, non-lethal deterrent similar to pepper spray.


    Firearms: As of February 22, 2010, federal law allows people who can legally possess firearms under applicable federal, state, and local laws, to carry firearms in the national parks.

  


  
    Where to See Wildlife


    Wildlife is transient. The best way to pinpoint your desired animal is to ask a park ranger about current activity and feeding areas. Dawn and dusk are typically prime viewing times for large mammal species.


    Respect Wildlife


    When you do spot wildlife remember that these are not tame animals, and should not be approached. Visitors are often injured when they get too close. Stay at least 100 yards away from bears and wolves and 25 yards away from all other animals (like bison, elk, bighorn sheep, moose, deer, and coyotes). Absolutely do not feed wildlife. It harms them and is illegal.

  


  
    Photography Tips


    Modern cameras eliminate most of the difficulty in taking photographs, but a few helpful tips can lead to outstanding results. The best photography is done at dusk and dawn. During these hours light is not too dim and not too bright. Image stabilization has come a long way, but a tripod is useful (especially in low-light).
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    Know the Rule of Thirds: an image should be imagined as divided into nine equal parts by two equally-spaced horizontal and vertical lines. Place your primary subject along the vertical lines or at any of the four intersections (see below) rather than centering your subject. Use this rule for interesting and well-balanced shots, but don’t be afraid to break it from time to time.

  


  
    Social Media
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    Stone Road Press | facebook.com/TheStoneRoadPress | Twitter: @StoneRoadPress


    National Park Service | Official Facebook Page | @NatlParkService


    National Park Foundation | Official Facebook Page | @GoParks


    American Samoa | Official Facebook Page | @amer_samoanps


    Arches | facebook.com/ArchesNationalPark | @ArchesNPS


    Biscayne | @BiscayneNPS


    Bryce Canyon | facebook.com/BryceCanyonnps | @BryceCanyonNPS


    Canyonlands | facebook.com/CanyonlandsNationalPark | @CanyonlandsNPS


    Crater Lake | @CraterLakeNPS


    Denali | facebook.com/DenaliNPS | @DenaliNPS


    Dry Tortugas | facebook.com/DryTortugasNationalPark | @DryTortugasNPS


    Everglades | facebook.com/EvergladesNationalPark | @EvergladesNPS


    Gates of the Arctic | Official Facebook Page | @GatesArcticNPS


    Glacier | facebook.com/GlacierNationalPark | @GlacierNPS


    Glacier Bay | facebook.com/GlacierBayNationalPark | @GlacierBayNPS


    Grand Canyon | @GrandCanyonNPS


    Grand Teton | facebook.com/GrandTetonNPS | @GrandTetonNPS


    Great Basin | facebook.com/GreatBasinNPS | @GreatBasinNPS


    Great Sand Dunes | facebook.com/greatsanddunesnpp | @greatsanddunes


    Great Smoky Mountains | @SmokiesRoadsNPS


    Guadalupe Mountains | facebook.com/guadalupe.mountains


    Haleakala | Official Facebook Page | @HaleakalaNPS


    Joshua Tree | facebook.com/joshuatreenp | @JoshuaTreeNP


    Katmai | @KatmaiNPS


    Lassen Volcanic | facebook.com/LassenNPS | @LassenNPS


    Mount Rainier | @MountRainierNPS


    North Cascades | facebook.com/NorthCascadesNationalPark | @NCascadesNPS


    Olympic | @HRWinterAccess


    Petrified Forest | @PetrifiedNPS


    Redwood | facebook.com/RedwoodNPS | @RedwoodNPS


    Rocky Mountain | Official Facebook Page | @RMNPOfficial


    Saguaro | facebook.com/saguaronationalpark


    Sequoia & Kings Canyon | Official Facebook Page | @SequoiaKingsNPS


    Shenandoah | @ShenandoahNPS


    Theodore Roosevelt | facebook.com/TheodoreRooseveltNationalPark | @TRooseveltNPS


    Wrangell – St. Elias | facebook.com/WrangellSt.EliasNPP | @WrangellStENPS


    Yellowstone | @YellowstoneNPS


    Yosemite | facebook.com/YosemiteNPS | @YosemiteNPS


    Zion | @ZionNPS


    In addition, many U.S. National Parks have flickr photostreams and youtube channels. Look them up to find some of the latest high quality park photos and informational videos.

  


  
    Best of the Best
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    Top 10 Parks


    Having trouble deciding which national park to visit? Close your eyes and pick from this short list of the best.


    Glacier: If heaven is here on earth, it’s probably Glacier National Park. John Muir called it “the best care-killing scenery in the continent.” I agree.


    Yosemite: Yosemite Valley is one of those places you have to see to believe. Throw in sequoia trees, thunderous waterfalls, and some of the best backcountry hiking and you’ve got an incomparable wonderland.


    Acadia: What once was the premier vacation destination for the wealthy is now a scenic retreat for everyone. Acadia offers some of the most diverse activities and geography of all the national parks.


    Crater Lake: The water of Crater Lake is the deepest, purest blue you’ll ever see. The lake is extraordinary all year round, but access is limited in winter.


    Zion: Locals called Zion “Yosemite National Park in color.” These colorful sandstone walls are easily accessed thanks to Zion Tunnel (which leads directly into the canyon) and a convenient and easy-to-use shuttle system.


    Mount Rainier: Such stunning scenery so close to the Seattle metropolitan area makes including Mount Rainier National Park in this list an easy decision.


    Grand Teton: The skyline of the Teton Range is as iconic as that of New York City, but 100% more natural.


    Grand Canyon: The park is hot and busy during the summer, but few guests forget their first sight of this magnificent canyon. Try the North Rim for a less crowded experience.


    Death Valley: The largest national park in the contiguous U.S. holds a collection of oddities worthy of Ripley’s Believe It or Not, but you better believe all these attractions are real.


    Yellowstone: Yellowstone has it all. Gushing geysers, brilliant canyons, alpine lakes, abundant wildlife, and magnificent mountains make a trip here feel like you’re visiting several parks at once.


    Top 20 Attractions
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    These are the most beautiful individual landmarks you’ll find in the 58 parks.


    Crater Lake • Crater Lake: This is the one place I’d choose above all others to take a lawn chair, grill, cooler, and a few of my closest friends to sit and enjoy the view.


    Yosemite Valley • Yosemite: Perhaps the most beautiful valley in the world. Half Dome, El Capitán, and Yosemite Falls (all located in the valley) are worthy of inclusion in this list as separate entries.


    Bryce Amphitheater • Bryce Canyon: This is the sort of scenery that has a direct connection to your inner-soul. The colorful and eerie rock formations are no doubt unforgettable.


    Mount McKinley • Denali: It’s the tallest mountain in North America, and more prominent than Mount Everest. Of course it’s on this list.


    Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone • Yellowstone: Golden yellow canyon walls frame Upper and Lower Falls of the Yellowstone River.


    Toroweap Overlook • Grand Canyon: Seclusion adds to the scenic views afforded at this overlook towering high above treacherous Lava Falls. It’s only accessible via an unpaved road.


    Grand Prismatic Spring • Yellowstone: Uninspiring up close, the concentric circles of oranges, yellows, greens, and blues are mesmerizing from afar (Fairy Falls Trail).


    Big Room • Carlsbad Caverns: Caves are cool and Carlsbad’s Big Room is one of the coolest.


    Mather Point • Grand Canyon: The best vista to soak in the size of the canyon carved by the Colorado River.


    Zion Canyon • Zion: Zion Narrows, Angel’s Landing, and Court of the Patriarchs are a few of the notable landmarks within this beautiful canyon formed by the Virgin River.


    General Sherman • Sequoia: I never thought a tree would make this list, but stand next to General Sherman and you’ll quickly understand why.


    Haleakala Summit • Haleakala: The summit is more like visiting a distant planet than a park.


    Delicate Arch • Arches: Delicate Arch joins Crater Lake in the vehicle license plate club. That doesn’t mean that the site has to be amazing, but this one is.


    The Racetrack • Death Valley: The Racetrack is the quirkiest entry. Here rocks slowly slide their way across a bone dry playa.


    Brown Bears of Brooks Falls • Katmai: The scenery here is nice, but its residents are better. Brown bears fish at the falls in July and September.


    Garden Wall • Glacier: A steep arête that separates the Many Glacier area from Lake McDonald valley.


    Johns Hopkins Inlet • Glacier Bay: Calving glaciers and abundant sea life make this a hot spot for cruise ships and kayakers.


    The Wall • Badlands: Outside of the Grand Canyon, the Badlands Wall is the most magnificent marvel of eroded rock in the United States.


    The Maze • Canyonlands: The Maze isn’t the jaw-dropping, awe-inspiring masterpiece that most of these attractions are, but what it lacks in scenic beauty it makes up for with mystery and intrigue.


    Old Faithful • Yellowstone: Somewhat of a novelty, this regularly spouting 100-ft tall geyser is a must-see for all of Yellowstone’s first-time visitors.


    Best Scenic Drives
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    Rocky Mountain National Park © Matt & Karen Oswald


    The parks have become motorists’ favorite travel destinations. This book would not be complete without a list of the very best drives they have to offer.


    Going-to-the-Sun Road • Glacier: The best drive in the country is only open from mid-June through mid-September (most years) and cyclists are not permitted during periods of peak motorist traffic.


    Denali Park Road • Denali: Only accessible via shuttle/tour bus from late May through mid-September (most years) with a “Road Lottery” held for individuals in late September.


    Rim Drive • Crater Lake: I absolutely love everything about this lake. In summer you can drive around the caldera filled with the bluest water you’ll ever see. In winter the road is closed, but that doesn’t stop cross-country skiers and snowshoers from completing the circuit.


    Wawona Road • Yosemite: Wawona Road makes the list thanks to one of the most memorable views in the world: Tunnel View. It provides the first glimpse of Yosemite Valley. Don’t forget to set aside extra time to hike to Inspiration Point.


    John D. Rockefeller Jr., Memorial Pkwy • Grand Teton: This roadway connects two of the American West’s greatest treasures: Yellowstone and Grand Teton.


    Trail Ridge Road • Rocky Mountain: This scenic thoroughfare penetrates the Rockies and travels above 11,000 feet elevation for 8 miles. Pullouts along the way provide some of the best mountain vistas and access to trails.


    Park Loop Road • Acadia: 27-miles of pure bliss as it loops around the eastern half of Mount Desert Island with a spur road to Cadillac Mountain, the tallest peak in the park.


    US-101 • Redwood: For my gallons of gas there are more scenic stretches of the Pacific Coastline along CA-1 and US-101, but the park’s towering redwoods add contrast to California’s rocky and rugged coastline.


    Badlands Loop Road • Badlands: Easily the best scenic detour while traveling across South Dakota on I-90.


    Skyline Drive • Shenandoah: The 105-mile highway is Shenandoah’s main attraction, providing access to campgrounds, trailheads, and visitor facilities.


    Best Lodges


    Most lodges in the parks were built not just to serve a purpose, but to compliment the environment. These lodging facilities are works of architecture truly worthy of the landscapes they accent.


    El Tovar • Grand Canyon | Ahwahnee • Yosemite | Jenny Lake Lodge • Grand Teton | Old Faithful Inn • Yosemite | Crater Lake Lodge • Crater Lake | Paradise Inn • Mount Rainier | Zion Lodge • Zion | Many Glacier Lodge • Glacier | Glacier Park Lodge • Glacier | Rock Harbor Lodge • Isle Royale | Le Conte • Great Smoky Mountains


    The 16 Best Trails
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    It’s nice to see the parks from the comfort of your vehicle or lodge, but to really get out there and explore nature you need to strap on a pair of hiking boots and hit the trails. Provided below are my personal favorites.


    Highline • Glacier: The Garden Wall section from Logan Pass to Granite Park Lodge is outstanding. It’s a popular hike, but what it lacks in solitude it makes up for in wildlife and expansive mountain views.


    The Narrows • Zion: There may be better slot canyon hikes in Utah (nearby Buckskin Gulch comes to mind), but there isn’t a single slot canyon more famous than Zion’s Narrows. The stretch between its mouth and Orderville Canyon is best.


    Delicate Arch • Arches: Delicate Arch is magnificent, but what really makes it “pop” is its presentation. The trail leading to this colorful sandstone arch is one of the best designed hikes in the park system.


    Half Dome • Yosemite: The climb to the top of Half Dome (aided by cables) is nearly as inspiring as the view from its summit.


    Wilderness Waterway • Everglades: This 99-mile paddling trail is the best way to explore the “River of Grass.”


    The Precipice • Acadia: Steel ladders and rungs aid hikers aiming to reach the summit of Champlain Mountain for classic Acadian views.


    South Kaibab • Grand Canyon: One of two routes into the Grand Canyon from its South Rim. The views are superb, but there’s no water and very little shade.


    Bright Angel • Grand Canyon: The other route into the canyon. Shade and water are available along the way.


    Angel’s Landing • Zion: Hiking to the Landing isn’t for everyone. Following the knife-edge ridgeline may stir up a fear of heights you never knew you had.


    Sliding Sands • Haleakala: This trail transports hikers to an otherworldly landscape inside Haleakala Crater.


    Iceberg Lake • Glacier: On a hot summer day you might catch hikers swimming with icebergs, but its scenery and wildlife is the real draw.


    Grinnell Glacier • Glacier: Mountains, lakes, and slowly receding glaciers highlight this moderate trek.


    Cascade Canyon • Grand Teton: One of the most rewarding loop hikes around. It’s long, but ambitious hikers can complete the hike to Lake Solitude in a day.


    Mount Washburn • Yellowstone: Two separate trails lead to the mountain’s summit and a lookout tower.


    Alum Cave • Great Smoky Mountains: Scenic views of the Smoky Mountains are provided along this steep and strenuous trail leading to Le Conte Lodge.


    Old Rag • Shenandoah: Most hikes through Shenandoah begin along Skyline Drive, but not Old Rag. You begin at the park boundary and gradually hike/scramble to the top of Old Rag Mountain.


    Best for Hiking


    Try one of these parks if you’re looking to put a few miles on your favorite pair of hiking boots.


    Yosemite | Glacier | Denali | Sequoia & Kings Canyon | North Cascades | Rocky Mountain | Yellowstone | Mount Rainier | Acadia | Great Smoky Mountains | Isle Royale | Grand Canyon | Zion | Haleakala


    Best for Backpacking


    The best way to commune with these wonderful natural abodes is to strap a pack on your back and enjoy a few days of perfect solitude in the backcountry.


    Glacier | Yosemite | Isle Royale | Denali | Lake Clark | Sequoia & Kings Canyon | Rocky Mountain | Mount Rainier | Canyonlands | Olympic | Hawai’i Volcanoes | Wrangell – St. Elias


    Intro to Backpacking


    Uncertain about hiking with 40+ pounds of gear on your back? Nervous about camping in the untamed wilderness? Try one of these parks. They’re like training wheels for beginning backpackers.


    Isle Royale | Bryce Canyon | Wind Cave | Redwood | Theodore Roosevelt | Guadalupe Mountains | Mammoth Cave | Channel Islands


    Best for Paddling


    Gain a new perspective of these watery wonderlands by floating or boating miles of wide open waterways at the following parks.


    Everglades | Voyageurs | Glacier Bay | Isle Royale | Acadia | Congaree | Grand Teton | Channel Islands | Big Bend


    Best for Whitewater


    Very few activities get your blood pumping quite like whitewater rafting does. These parks offer commercial trips on some of the most turbulent rivers.


    Grand Canyon | Wrangell – St. Elias | Canyonlands | Denali | Glacier | Glacier Bay | North Cascades | Yellowstone | Olympic | Black Canyon


    Best for Biking


    Don’t forget to bring your bicycle to these national parks.


    Death Valley | Acadia | Denali | Everglades | Olympic | Shenandoah | Theodore Roosevelt | Glacier | Great Smoky Mountains | Grand Teton | Cuyahoga Valley | Saguaro | Yellowstone


    Best for Horse Rides


    Visitors can still wander through these parks on horseback much like early American explorers did. Each one is horse/rider-friendly with miles of trails designated for stock, corrals, and commercial outfitters that offer guided trail rides or multi-day pack trips.


    Yellowstone | Rocky Mountain | Bryce Canyon | Theodore Roosevelt | Joshua Tree | Shenandoah | Glacier | Great Smoky Mountains | Sequoia & Kings Canyon | Zion | Haleakala | Yosemite | Acadia


    Best for Fishing


    Anglers will find plenty of fish in these parks.


    Yellowstone | Alaska National Parks | Everglades | North Cascades | Biscayne | Great Smoky Mountains | Dry Tortugas | Grand Teton | Isle Royale | Rocky Mountain | Shenandoah


    Best for Rock Climbing


    Rock climbing seems to increase in popularity each year, and many of the best locations in the United States are found among the mountains and cliffs at these national parks.


    Yosemite | Grand Teton | Joshua Tree | Black Canyon | Acadia | Rocky Mountain | Sequoia & Kings Canyon | Zion | Arches | Canyonlands | Capitol Reef


    Best for Mountain Climbing


    There are mountains and then there are MOUNTAINS. Denali’s Mount McKinley—the tallest peak in North America—is the latter. The following parks have some of the best mountain scenery and climbs range from multi-day treks that require specialized equipment to day-hikes to summits with spectacular vistas.


    Denali | Mount Rainier | Wrangell – St. Elias | North Cascades | Lake Clark | Rocky Mountain | Glacier | Sequoia & Kings Canyon | Yellowstone | Olympic


    Best for Stargazing


    One of the national parks’ most underrated activities is stargazing. Many city dwellers aren’t able to see the night sky in its natural state, but in the parks, when the sky is clear, the stars twinkle and dance.


    Haleakala | Gates of the Arctic | Utah National Parks | Grand Canyon | Great Basin | Joshua Tree | Big Bend | Carlsbad Caverns


    Best Off-Road Driving


    With a high-clearance 4WD vehicle you can “unlock” seldom visited sites thanks to miles of unpaved (and sometimes impassable) roads at these parks.


    Death Valley | Canyonlands | Capitol Reef | Grand Canyon | Great Basin | Arches


    Best for SCUBA


    The national parks aren’t limited to land activities. At these locations you can explore the life, wrecks, and terrain that exist under the sea.


    Virgin Islands | Isle Royale | American Samoa | Dry Tortugas | Biscayne | Channel Islands | Crater Lake


    Best for Beaches
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    Virgin Islands National Park © Fred Hsu


    Seldom do you need to pack your swimsuit for a trip to a national park; these are the exceptions.


    Virgin Islands | American Samoa | Olympic | Haleakala | Acadia | Redwood | Biscayne | Dry Tortugas | Great Sand Dunes | Channel Islands


    Best for Waterfalls


    For the soothing sight and sounds of plummeting water pay a visit to one of these parks.


    Yosemite | Haleakala | Great Smoky Mountains | Shenandoah | Cuyahoga Valley | Olympic | Glacier | Mount Rainier | North Cascades


    Best for Caves


    Children love the dark mysterious passages and ornate rock formations found at these national parks.


    Carlsbad Caverns | Mammoth Cave | Wind Cave | Great Basin | Sequoia & Kings Canyon | Hawai’i Volcanoes | Channel Islands


    Best for Culture


    While most parks show signs of human occupation spanning the last 10,000 years, only a few have substantial archeological sites.


    Mesa Verde | Channel Islands | Kobuk Valley | Shenandoah | Great Smoky Mountains | Hawai’i Volcanoes | Everglades | Theodore Roosevelt


    Best for Winter


    Most visitors flock to the parks in summer when children are out of school and the temperature has warmed, but many are equally inviting during the winter. Some attract visitors thanks to uncommonly warm winters, others offer unique activities like snowmobiling, cross-country skiing, snowboarding, and downhill skiing.


    Warm Winters


    Death Valley | Haleakala | Everglades | Hawai’i Volcanoes | Joshua Tree | Big Bend | American Samoa | Virgin Islands | Saguaro


    Cold Winters


    Crater Lake | Mount Rainier | Yellowstone | Sequoia & Kings Canyon | Voyageurs | Cuyahoga Valley


    Best for Bird Watching


    Birds seem to be everywhere, but these parks are well-known for the diversity and abundance of their flying friends.


    Everglades | Acadia | Dry Tortugas | Congaree | Haleakala | Big Bend | Great Sand Dunes


    Best for Wildlife
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    Katmai National Park © Shutterstock


    Fishing bears. Migrating caribou. Grazing bison. Feeding whales. This is just a sampling of the wildlife on display at these parks.


    Katmai | Kobuk Valley | Yellowstone | Everglades | Denali | Isle Royale | Great Smoky Mountains | Lake Clark | Glacier Bay


    Best for Photography


    If you want to return from your vacation with a postcard-perfect photograph, visit these parks to snap a few pictures.


    Yellowstone | Yosemite | Arches | Bryce Canyon | Grand Canyon | Denali | Zion | Grand Teton | Glacier Bay | Canyonlands


    Best Sunrise Spots
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    Canyonlands National Park © John Fowler


    Whether you’re in search of that perfect sunrise photograph or a romantic morning with a loved one, you won’t regret the early wake-up call to visit these sites.


    Haleakala Summit • Haleakala | Zabriskie Point • Death Valley | Cadillac Mountain • Acadia | Sunrise • Bryce Canyon | Mesa Arch • Canyonlands | Delicate Arch • Arches | Signal Mountain • Grand Teton | Landscape Arch • Arches | Watchman Overlook • Crater Lake


    Best Sunset Spots


    Brilliant sunsets are often captured from these picturesque locations.


    Cape Royal • Grand Canyon | Snake River Overlook • Grand Teton | Shi Shi and Rialto Beaches • Olympic | Delicate Arch • Arches | Glacier Point • Yosemite | The Window • Big Bend | Dante’s View • Death Valley | Bass Harbor Head Lighthouse • Acadia | Hot Springs • Big Bend


    Best for Couples


    Couples will find these parks exciting, adventurous, and romantic.


    Virgin Islands | Grand Teton | Acadia | Hawai’i Volcanoes | Haleakala | Mount Rainier | Rocky Mountain | Glacier | Yellowstone | Great Smoky Mountains


    Best for Families


    Some parks are more family friendly than others thanks to easy accessibility, short trails, and guaranteed sights and sounds that are sure to spark your child’s imagination.


    Carlsbad Caverns | Hawai’i Volcanoes | Everglades | Great Sand Dunes | Yellowstone | Sequoia & Kings Canyon | Wind Cave | Arches | Acadia | Mammoth Cave


    Best for Day Trips


    A few parks are conveniently located near major metropolitan areas allowing a quick day-trip to hike or sit and relax in these natural wonderlands.


    Mount Rainier • Seattle | Olympic • Seattle | Rocky Mountain • Denver | Joshua Tree • Los Angeles | Everglades • Miami | Shenandoah • Washington D.C. | Congaree • Columbia | Saguaro • Tucson | Cuyahoga Valley • Cleveland/Akron


    Best for Train Travel


    Railroads played an important role in the establishment of the early national parks, and it is still king at these destinations.


    Glacier | Grand Canyon | Denali | Cuyahoga Valley


    Best Ranger Programs


    I highly recommend all ranger programs, but these are a few personal favorites. The price is almost always right, too, as most are free of charge.


    Wild Cave Tours (fee) • Mammoth Cave, Wind Cave , and Carlsbad Caverns | Bat Flight Program • Carlsbad Caverns | Sled Dog Demonstration • Denali | Slough Slog • Everglades | Adventure Hikes • Yellowstone | Ranger III (fee) • Isle Royale | Cliff Palace (fee) • Mesa Verde | Balcony House (fee) • Mesa Verde | Guided Canoe Tour • Congaree | Discovery Hikes (fee) • Denali | North Canoe Voyage • Voyageurs


    Best Concessioner Tours
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    Acadia National Park © Ray Radigan/NPS


    Concessioner tours tend to be a bit pricey, but they are an effective and efficient means of touring a national park. These are the best of the concessioner offerings.


    Red Bus Tours • Glacier | Canyon Raft Trip • Grand Canyon | Mule Ride • Grand Canyon | Dive-In Theater • Acadia | Carriage Rides • Acadia | Captain’s Cruise • Isle Royale | Snowcoach Tours • Yellowstone | Crater Lake Boat Tour


    Most Underrated


    Great Smoky Mountains, the most visited park, receives more than 9 million annual visitors. Others are so lightly trafficked people aren’t even aware of their existence. These are a few of the seldom visited and underappreciated national parks.


    North Cascades | Black Canyon of the Gunnison | Great Sand Dunes | Capitol Reef | Isle Royale


    Worst for Traffic


    A trip to a national park is supposed to be a relaxing and rejuvenating experience, allowing you to escape from the daily grind. The ideal vacation doesn’t include sitting in bumper-to-bumper traffic, but that’s the reality at these parks during peak tourism season.


    Acadia: July – August | Great Smoky Mountains: mid-June – mid-August & October | Yosemite: Summer | Yellowstone: July – August | Rocky Mountain: June – August | Grand Canyon: Summer | Zion: Summer | Glacier: July – August | Mount Rainier: July – August & Winter Weekends


    Do Not Detour For…


    Whenever I’m within 100 miles of a park you can expect an immediate detour for a quick hike, photo-op, or to spend a night in the wilderness, but there are a few exceptions to this rule.


    Hot Springs | Biscayne | Cuyahoga Valley | Voyageurs | Saguaro | Channel Islands | Lassen Volcanic


    Worst for Bugs


    An unusually wet winter or spring can result in bumper crops of black flies and mosquitoes in just about any area, but there are a few parks that are notorious for their pesky insects. Try to avoid these sites during the specified time frame.


    Everglades: Summer | Alaska National Parks: mid-June – mid-July | Yosemite: early Summer | Sequoia & Kings Canyon: early Summer | Acadia: mid-May – mid-June | Isle Royale: late June – late July


    Backcountry Cabins


    Looking to get away from it all without sleeping in a tent? Several parks have backcountry lodges that are only accessible by foot. Most lack electricity and other luxuries.


    Sperry and Granite Park Chalets • Glacier | Phantom Ranch • Grand Canyon | High Sierra Camps • Yosemite | Mauna Loa, Pu’u’ula’ula, & Red Hill • Hawai’i Volcanoes | Hōlua, Kapalaua, and Palikū Cabins • Haleakala | Le Conte Lodge • Great Smoky Mountains | Wrangell – St. Elias | Kenai Fjords | Lake Clark | Katmai | Gates of the Arctic | Drakesbad Ranch • Lassen Volcanic


    Best Campgrounds


    Many of the parks’ campgrounds are nondescript accommodations lacking scenic views and privacy. Others are exceptional with stunning vistas, access to great hiking trails, and well-equipped facilities. These are the best of the best.


    Squaw Flats • Canyonlands | Wonder Lake • Denali | Devil’s Garden • Arches | Isle au Haut • Acadia | Voyageurs | Jenny Lake • Grand Teton | Cottonwood • Theodore Roosevelt | Cinnamon Bay • Virgin Islands | Many Glacier • Glacier | Pine Springs • Guadalupe Mountains | Isle Royale


    Best Oddities


    There are weird and unexplainable oddities and events across the country; many exist within the parks.


    The Racetrack • Death Valley | Ubehebe Crater • Death Valley | Waterpocket Fold • Capitol Reef | Upheaval Dome • Canyonlands | Synchronous Fireflies • Great Smoky Mountains | Triple Divide • Glacier | Badwater Basin • Death Valley


    Best Superlatives


    The national parks are brimming with superlatives. These are the most impressive.


    Mount McKinley • Denali: Highest mountain peak in North America with a summit elevation of 20,320-ft.


    Badwater Basin • Death Valley: Lowest point in North America with an elevation of 282 feet below sea level.


    Mount Whitney • Sequoia: Highest mountain peak in the contiguous United States with an elevation of 14,505-ft.


    Mount Rainier: Rising to 14,410-ft, Mount Rainier is the tallest volcano in the contiguous United States.


    Crater Lake: Deepest lake in the United States with a 1,943-ft maximum depth and average depth of 1,148-ft. It’s also the purest lake in North America.


    Mammoth Cave: By far the world’s longest known cave system with more than 367 miles of passageways.


    Yosemite Falls • Yosemite: The tallest waterfall in North America. Sentinel Falls, the second tallest waterfall, is also located in Yosemite National Park.


    Kolob Arch • Zion: It’s the largest free-standing arch in the park system.


    Yellowstone: The largest concentration of geysers in the world.


    Wrangell – St. Elias: The largest unit in the national park system and the continent’s largest quantity of glaciers.


    Harding Icefield • Kenai Fjords: The largest icefield contained entirely in the United States.


    General Sherman • Sequoia: The largest known tree by volume at 52,600 ft3 (roughly the size of 16 blue whales).


    Hyperion • Redwood: The world’s tallest known living tree at 379.3 ft.


    Best Beyond the Parks
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    Great natural sights and scenes of the United States don’t begin and end with the national parks. Here are just a few of the non-park wonders mentioned in this guide book. (NM = National Monument, NME = National Memorial, NRA = National Recreation Area, NVM = National Volcanic Monument, NCA = National Conservation Area)


    Washington Mall (Lincoln Mem., Washington Mon., Jefferson Mem., etc.) | Mt Rushmore NME | Custer State Park | Jewel Cave NM | Devils Tower NM | Craters of the Moon NM | Lake Ouachita State Park | White Sands NM | Lost Dutchman State Park | Garden of the Gods | Dinosaur NM | Hovenweep NM | Dead Horse Point State Park | Kodachrome Basin State Park | Buckskin Gulch | The Wave | Paria Canyon | Grand Staircase – Escalante NM | Cedar Breaks NM | Glen Canyon NRA | Havasu Falls | Lake Mead NRA/Hoover Dam | Red Rock Canyon NCA | Pinnacles NM | Devil’s Postpile NM | Golden Gate NRA | Muir Woods NM | Lava Beds NM | Oregon Caves NM | John Day Fossil Beds NM | Mount St. Helens NVM | Buck Island Reef NM | Molokini | Mauna Kea | ’Akaka Falls State Park

  


  
    Suggested Trips
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    I’ve put together a few suggested trips to help plan your national parks vacation. Trip mileage and duration was estimated based on departure from the nearest major city. Choosing where to spend the night, what to pack, when and where to eat, and whether you obey the speed limit are completely up to you. I’ve also included a few suggested pit-stops to help break up particularly long stretches spent behind the windshield.


    Rocky Mountain High
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    Download all the suggested trip maps here.


    Parks Visited: Grand Teton (2 nights), Yellowstone (3 nights), and Glacier (4 nights) | Begins/Ends: Jackson, WY | Estimated Driving Distance: 1,200 miles | Estimated Trip Length: 10 days


    Road Trip Breakdown | Jackson, WY to Grand Teton: 41 miles, ~1 hour via US-191 | Grand Teton to Yellowstone: 55 miles, ~1.5 hours via US-191/John D. Rockefeller, Jr. Memorial Pkwy | Yellowstone to Glacier: 460 miles, ~9 hours via US-89, I-90, US-287, and US-89. | Glacier to Jackson: 514 miles, ~9 hours via several Montana State Highways, I-90, and I-15


    Potential Pit-Stops: Bar T 5 Covered Wagon Cookout (800.772.5386, www.bart5.com) • Jackson, WY; Museum of the Rockies (406.994.2251, www.museumoftherockies.org) • Bozeman, MT; Montana State Capitol • Helena, MT; The Montana Historical Society (406.444.2511, www.montanahistoricalsociety.org) • Helena, MT; Last Chance Train Tours (406.442.1023, www.lctours.com) • Helena, MT; Holter Museum of Art (406.442.6400, www.holtermuseum.org) • Helena, MT; Conrad Mansion Museum (406.755.2166, www.conradmansion.com) • Kalispell, MT; Butte Trolley Tour (800.735.6814) • Butte, MT; Craters of the Moon National Monument (208.527.1300, www.nps.gov/crmo) • Arco, ID


    Notes: The parks are open year-round but Teton Park Road, Yellowstone Park Roads, and Going-to-the-Sun Road are all closed seasonally.


    Cascades and Coastland
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    Download all the suggested trip maps here.


    Parks Visited: North Cascades (2 nights), Mount Rainier (3 nights), and Olympic (3 nights) | Begins/Ends: Seattle, WA | Estimated Driving Distance: 600 miles | Estimated Trip Length: 1 week


    Potential Pit-Stops: River Belle Dinner Theater (360.336.3012, www.riverbelledinnertheatre.com) • Mount Vernon, WA; Mt St. Helens Nat’l Mon. • Amboy, WA; Harbinger Winery (360.452.4262, www.harbingerwinery.com) • Port Angeles, WA; Twilight in Forks Tours (360.374.8687, www.twilight.inforks.com) • Forks, WA


    Canyons and Culture
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    Download all the suggested trip maps here.


    Parks Visited: Great Sand Dunes (2 nights), Black Canyon of the Gunnison (2 nights), Mesa Verde (2 nights), Canyonlands (2 nights), and Arches (2 nights) | Begins/Ends: Denver, CO | Estimated Driving Distance: 1,300 miles | Estimated Trip Length: 10 days


    Potential Pit-Stops: Florissant Fossil Beds (719.748.3253, www.nps.gov/flfo) • Florissant, CO; Garden of the Gods (719.634.6666, www.gardenofgods.com) • Colorado Springs, CO; Curecanti NRA (970.641.3127, www.nps.gov/cure) • Gunnison, CO; Museum of the Mountain West (970.249.4162, www.mountainwestmuseum.com) • Montrose, CO; Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad & Museum (888.872.4607, www.durangotrain.com) • Durango, CO; Soaring Tree Top Adventures (970.769.2357, www.soaringcolorado.com) • Durango, CO; Yucca House NM (970.529.4465, www.nps.gov/yuho) • Mesa Verde, CO; Hovenweep NM (970.562.4282, www.nps.gov/hove) • Cortez, CO; Dead Horse Point State Park (435.259.2614, www.stateparks.utah.gov/parks/dead-horse) • Moab, UT.


    Best of the Midwest
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    Download all the suggested trip maps here.


    Parks Visited: Isle Royale (3 nights), and Voyageurs (3 nights) | Begins/Ends: Minneapolis, MN | Estimated Driving Distance: 850 miles | Estimated Trip Length: 1 week


    Potential Pit-Stops: Apostle Islands NL (715.779.3397, www.nps.gov/apis) • Bayfield, WI; Devil’s Kettle Waterfall • Judge Magney State Park • Grand Marais, MN; Grand Portage NM (218.475.0123, www.nps.gov/grpo) • Grand Marais, MN; NA Bear Center (877.365.7879, www.bear.org); Boundary Waters Canoe Area (www.canoecountry.com); Dorothy Molter Museum (218.365.4451, www.rootbeerlady.com); and Int’l Wolf Center (218.365.4695, www.wolf.org) all in Ely, MN.


    Notes: Isle Royale is reached by ferry (fee) from Grand Portage, MN (www.isleroyaleboats.com); Houghton, MI; or Copper Harbor, MI (www.isleroyale.com). Ferries typically run from June through September. Touring cyclists can take their bikes aboard, providing transportation from Houghton to Grand Portage via Isle Royale or vice versa.


    Drive in John Muir’s Footsteps
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    Download all the suggested trip maps here.


    Parks Visited: Yosemite (3 nights), Sequoia & Kings Canyon (3 nights) | Begins/Ends: San Francisco, CA | Estimated Distance/Length: 650 miles/1 week


    Potential Pit-Stops: Golden Gate NRA (415.561.4700, www.nps.gov/goga) • San Francisco, CA; John Muir Woods NM (415.388.2596, www.nps.gov/muwo) • Mill Valley, CA; Devil’s Postpile NM (760.934.2289, www.nps.gov/depo) • Mammoth Lakes, CA; Pinnacles NM (831.389.4486, www.nps.gov/pinn) • Paicines, CA; Fresno Art Museum (559.441.4221, www.fresnoartmuseum.org) • Fresno, CA; Forestiere Underground Gardens (559.271.0734, www.forestiere-historicalcenter.com) • Fresno, CA


    Dormant Volcanoes and Dominant Trees
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    Download all the suggested trip maps here.


    Parks Visited: Lassen Volcanic (2 nights), Crater Lake (2 nights), and Redwood (2 nights) | Begins/Ends: Redding, CA | Estimated Driving Distance: 700 miles | Estimated Trip Length: 1 week


    Potential Pit-Stops: Whiskeytown NRA (530.246.1225, www.nps.gov/whis) • Whiskeytown, CA; Lava Beds NM (530.667.8113, www.nps.gov/labe) • Tulelake, CA; Oregon Caves NM (541.592.2100, www.nps.gov/orca) • Cave Junction, OR; Out ’n’ About Treesort (541.592.2208, www.treehouses.com) • Cave Junction, OR; Sequoia Park Zoo (707.441.4263, www.sequoiaparkzoo.net) • Eureka, CA; The Carson Mansion (www.ingomar.org) • Eureka, CA


    Notes: Crater Lake NP’s Rim Drive typically opens completely in July.


    Desert Drive
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    Download all the suggested trip maps here.


    Parks Visited: Saguaro (2 nights), Guadalupe Mountains (2 nights), Carlsbad Caverns (2 nights), Albuquerque (2 nights), Petrified Forest (1 night) | Begins/Ends: Phoenix, AZ | Distance/Length: 1,400 mi/10 Days


    Potential Pit-Stops: The map is covered with national monuments, memorials, and historic sites. In addition to these you’ll find Wupatki NM (www.nps.gov/wupa), Sunset Crater Volcano NM (www.nps.gov/sucr), and Lava Rider Cave of the Coconino National Forest near Flagstaff. You’ll also find Riverbend Hot Springs at Truth or Consequences, aliens in Roswell, and hot-air balloons in Albuquerque.


    Exploring the Last Frontier
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    Wrangell - St. Elias National Park © NPS
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    Download all the suggested trip maps here.


    Parks Visited: Kenai Fjords (2 nights), Wrangell – St. Elias (3 nights), and Denali (4 nights) | Begins/Ends: Anchorage, AK | Estimated Driving Distance: 1,200 miles | Estimated Trip Length: 10 days


    Potential Pit-Stops: Anchorage Museum (907.929.9200, www.anchoragemuseum.org); Alaska Native Heritage Center (800.315.6608, www.alaskanative.net); Horse Trekkin’ Alaska (907.868.3728, www.horsetrekkinalaska.com) • Anchorage, AK; Bardy’s Trail Rides (907.224.7863, www.sewardhorses.com) • Seward, AK


    Notes: All park roads are seasonal. Kenai Fjords offers one road that leads to Exit Glacier, two hiking trails, a campground, and visitor center. Wrangell – St. Elias has two access roads, but most of the park is undeveloped wilderness with limited accessibility. Denali Park Road is only open to tour and shuttle buses (fee).


    Cruising Canyon Country
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    Download all the suggested trip maps here.


    Parks Visited: Grand Canyon (3 nights), Bryce Canyon (2 nights), Capitol Reef (1 night), and Zion (3 nights) | Begins/Ends: Las Vegas, NV | Estimated Driving Distance: 1,100 miles | Estimated Trip Length: 10 days


    Potential Pit-Stops: Hoover Dam (702.494.2517); Lake Mead NRA (702.293.8906, www.nps.gov/lake) • Boulder City, NV; Route 66 Museum (928.753.9889, www.kingmantourism.org) • Kingman, AZ; Glen Canyon NRA (928.608.6200, www.nps.gov/glca) • Page, AZ; Coral Pink Sand Dunes State Park (435.648.2800, www.stateparks.utah.gov/parks/coral-pink) • Kanab, UT; Best Friends Animal Sanctuary (435.644.2001, www.bestfriends.org) • Kanab, UT; Vermillion Cliffs National Monument w/ The Wave and Buckskin Gulch (435.688.3200, www.blm.gov/az) • Kanab, UT; Grand Staircase Escalante-National Monument (435.644.4300, www.blm.gov/ut) • Kanab, UT; Cedar Breaks NM (435.586.9451, www.nps.gov/cebr) • Cedar City, UT; Frontier Homestead State Park Museum • Cedar City, UT


    Badlands are Good Lands
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    Download all the suggested trip maps here.


    Parks Visited: Wind Cave (2 nights), Badlands (2 nights), and Theodore Roosevelt (2 nights) | Begins/Ends: Rapid City, SD | Estimated Driving Distance: 850 miles | Estimated Trip Length: 1 week


    Road Trip Breakdown | Rapid City to Wind Cave: 60 miles, ~1 hour via US-16, US-385, and SD-87 | Wind Cave to Badlands: 125 miles, ~2.5 hours via Rapid City and I-90 | Badlands to Theodore Roosevelt: 300 miles, ~5.5 hours via Rapid City, US-85, and I-94 | Theodore Roosevelt to Rapid City: 240 miles, ~4 hours


    Potential Pit-Stops: Mount Rushmore National Memorial (605.574.2523, www.nps.gov/moru) • Keystone, SD; Jewel Cave National Monument (www.nps.gov/jeca, 605.673.8300) • Custer, SD; The Mammoth Site (605.745.6017, www.mammothsite.com) • Hot Springs, SD; Motorcycle Hall of Fame (614.856.2222, www.motorcyclemuseum.org) • Sturgis, SD; Reptile Gardens (605.342.5873, www.reptilegardens.com) • Rapid City, SD; Storybook Island (605.342.6357, www.storybookisland.org) • Rapid City, SD; Circle B Chuckwagon (605.348.7358, www.circle-b-ranch.com) • Rapid City, SD; Cosmos Mystery Area (605.343.9802, www.cosmosmysteryarea.com) • Rapid City, SD; Museum of Geology (605.394.2467, www.museum.sdsmt.edu) • Rapid City, SD


    The Scenic Side of South Florida
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    Everglades National Park © Leslie Velarde/NPS
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    Download all the suggested trip maps here.


    Parks Visited: Biscayne (1 night), Everglades (3 nights), and Dry Tortugas (2 nights) | Begins/Ends: Miami, FL | Estimated Driving Distance: 450 miles | Estimated Trip Length: 1 week


    Potential Pit-Stops: John Pennekamp, Bahia Honda, Curry Hammock, and Long Key State Parks (850. 245.2157, www.floridastateparks.org) • Florida Keys, FL


    Notes: Dry Tortugas can only be reached by boat or floatplane and the only overnight accommodations consist of 8 primitive campsites.

  


  
    Using this Guide
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    Haleakala National Park © Ted Bobosh


    About the Guide


    The United States has 58 national parks. Each one is uniquely beautiful, brimming with life, adventure, and fun. Activities and attractions differ from park to park and season to season, and the possibilities are nearly limitless. But most visitors only have a few days to explore these vast expanses of unspoiled wilderness. To make those few days count plan your trip wisely with the help of a guide who has tested the park’s trails and learned its history.


    Let this book be Your Guide to the National Parks of the United States. The 58 national parks are broken into seven regions: East, North, South, Southwest, West, Alaska, and Remote Islands (see below). Within these sections the parks are included in geographical order (not alphabetical), allowing parks that are commonly visited on the same trip to be found adjacent to one another. Each park section includes an introduction, basic logistical information, maps, popular activities, the basics (accessibility, pets, and weather), and a brief vacation planner. You’ll also find a collection of popular restaurants, grocery stores, lodging facilities, festivals, and attractions (including commercial outfitters) that are located nearby. All information has been researched and assembled with the greatest attention to detail so that the parks’ most interesting facts and exciting activities are right here at your fingertips.
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    Download this map here.


    Introductions


    “There is nothing more practical than the preservation of beauty, than the preservation of anything that appeals to the higher emotions of mankind.”


    – Theodore Roosevelt


    President Theodore Roosevelt was a practical man who liked big things, so it comes as no surprise that he was one of the most influential individuals in the history of the national parks. Each introduction tells stories about men and women like President Roosevelt and events, both natural and historic, that helped shape the parks as we know them today.


    Logistics
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    Logistical data like contact information, accommodations, operating hours, and entrance fees are listed right up front alongside the introduction. Close by you’ll find a “When to Go” section. It includes practical information about peak seasons and closures. Hours of operation for primary visitor facilities may also be detailed here. A “Transportation & Airports” section covers all pertinent information about how to reach and get around the park. Everything you need to know about park shuttles, airports, and Amtrak is found here. Driving directions are typically provided to the park’s most popular entrance(s) and are often accompanied with a regional map displaying major highways and interstates. If a park has multiple units or popular developed regions you can expect to find a “Regions” section describing each one. Names, locations, dates, and rates of campgrounds and lodges found within the park are usually listed in an easy to read table. Accommodations beyond park boundaries are discussed in the “What’s Nearby” sections of this Guide.


    Maps


    Large legible maps are included to aid in planning your trip. Markers help pinpoint trailheads and popular attractions.


    The maps in this book are not intended for hiking. You can purchase a high-quality topographical park map at most visitor centers. The maps used for the Suggested Trips and What’s Nearby sections only show federal highways and interstates. Always use a road map or GPS when traveling.


    Activities
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    Denali National Park © NPS


    The activity most often associated with a trip to one of the national parks is hiking. (Don’t forget to pack your hiking boots.) This guide book chronicles hiking in great detail. Most park sections include a hiking table with essential trail information like trailhead location, distance, and difficulty. More often than not trailheads are assigned a number corresponding to a marker on the park map at the exact trailhead location.


    Hiking may be the main attraction but there’s much more to do at the parks. You can do everything from SCUBA diving to flightseeing, mule rides to train excursions, biking to snowmobiling. All the most popular activities are discussed in detail and outfitter information (including pricing) is included whenever applicable. These sections are concluded by a quick discussion about the park’s best adult- and child-oriented activities: The Ranger and Junior Ranger Programs.


    Ranger Programs


    Ranger Programs vary from park to park, but wherever your vacation takes you you can expect a variety of walks, talks, and evening programs to be offered, especially if you’re traveling during peak tourism season. Park rangers are, literally, at home in the parks and they happen to be extremely gracious hosts. Take a tour with a ranger to get a taste of their enthusiasm, knowledge, and humor. To top it off, most of the programs are free. Ranger program schedules change from week to week and year to year. To get a current schedule of events check the park’s website, free newspaper, or bulletin boards conveniently located at campgrounds, visitor centers, and sometimes along roadways.


    For Families


    In my opinion, the most underrated park activity is the Junior Ranger Program. It features activities prepared especially for school-aged children, but visitors of all ages are welcome to participate at most parks. Activity booklets are typically free. These hard copies allow families to complete the Junior Ranger activities on their own terms. Activities may direct children to places especially interesting to younger visitors, or to other ranger guided programs. After completing a specified number of activities for the child’s age, participants return the booklet to a park ranger and he or she is awarded a patch, badge, and/or certificate unique to the park. While these activities are designed specifically for kids the entire family may discover the importance of the park and gain a more intimate connection with these special places.


    The Basics
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    Congaree National Park © NPS


    Following the activities you’ll find a few more park basics, including a quick description of the region’s flora and fauna. Information ranges from plants and animals you’re likely to encounter to invasive, endangered, and reintroduced species found throughout the park.


    The next animals discussed in the book are those that we bring with us, our pets. In general pets are not allowed on trails, in buildings, or in the backcountry. Bringing your pet with you will greatly limit what you can do during the course of your visit. If you still wish to bring your pet, it must be kept on a leash no more than six feet in length at all times.


    You’ll also find information regarding accessibility for individuals with disabilities. The parks are continually working to increase the accessibility of trails, attractions, and facilities, but many still fail to meet ADA guidelines. If you or someone you are traveling with has any special needs it is best to discuss them with a park employee at least a week before you arrive.


    Climate and weather is discussed in the most general terms. A small graph of average temperatures and precipitation provides a quick glimpse of what you can expect weather-wise throughout the year. Weather is difficult to predict, so these averages only provide a baseline for planning your trip. It’s always best to pack for all reasonable weather possibilities. Whether you’re departing on a 2-hour hike or a multi-day trek, make a habit of checking the local weather forecast before you depart.


    Vacation Planner


    The vacation planner supplies a rough itinerary for first time visitors, quickly hitting the park’s most popular attractions in an efficient manner. With that said, you’re doing a disservice to yourself and your family if you only allow a few hours for a national park excursion. The first and best advice you can receive when embarking on a national park vacation is to slow down, take your time, get out of your car and enjoy these magnificent landscapes. Don’t be afraid to explore on your own. Venture away from the crowds, off the beaten path. If what they say about “misery loving company” is true, then just maybe “happiness loves solitude.” In my mind, there’s no better place to find solitude than the National Parks, and it usually only takes a couple miles of hiking to find a little slice of it for yourself.


    What’s Nearby


    For the most part, the national parks are situated far from major interstates and large metropolitan areas. Most visitors cover an awful lot of ground before arriving at their final destination, passing by dozens of interesting attractions along the way. This section details only the most exciting of these road-trip pit-stops (many are worth an extended stay) as well as a fairly comprehensive list of restaurants, grocery stores, lodging facilities, and festivals outside park boundaries.
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    Acadia - Introduction
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    Frenchman Bay, the Porcupine Islands, and Bar Harbor as seen from Cadillac Mountain © guillenperez 2009


    The coast of Maine and Mount Desert Island (MDI) has an allure, a gravity that inexplicably draws people away from their big city life and frantic lifestyles. Here time slows down; visitors are given the chance to enjoy the little things that often go unnoticed. Nature is heard. Waves cracking against granite cliffs. A bullfrog’s guttural croak. The rat-a-tat-tat of a woodpecker. A choir of singing sparrows. While it can feel like your first time truly experiencing nature, today’s tourists are far from the first to enjoy the beauty of Maine’s Atlantic Coast. The deep blue lakes, bald granite mountaintops, and surf splashed cliffs of Acadia National Park have been treasured for more than a century.


    About 25,000 years ago MDI wasn’t even an island. It was continental mainland, occupied by a massive sheet of ice. The ice receded, but not without leaving a number of visible marks. Somes Sound, the only fjord along the U.S. Atlantic Coast, was carved by slow moving glacial ice, then submerged when it melted. Bubble Rock, a 14-ton glacial erratic, was carried 19 miles from its original resting place to be deposited precariously at the top of South Bubble. As the ice melted, water poured down the slopes of the recently shaved mountaintops; lakebeds were filled, the seas rose, and as the coast drowned in melt water an island was formed.


    Long after glaciers covered the coast, the Abenaki people used the island as their seasonal home. A home they called “Pemetic” or “the sloping land.” Food was abundant. Fishing and hunting were relatively simple. Shellfish, plants, and berries were easily gathered. For the Abenaki people, life was good along the coast of Maine. It also was an appropriate home for the Abenaki or “People of the Dawn”: Cadillac Mountain on MDI, the tallest peak along the U.S. Atlantic Coast, is the first place in the continental U.S. to experience dawn.


    In 1604, Samuel de Champlain spotted the barren peak of Cadillac Mountain from his ship. Not noticing the forested hills around it, he declared the island “l’Isle des Monts Déserts” or “the island of the bare mountains.” The island may as well have been barren for the next 150 years as nations quarreled over the region. It passed hands several times between Natives, French, English, and Americans, but was never permanently occupied and seldom visited.


    Thomas Cole and Frederic Church, painters from the Hudson River School, helped rediscover MDI in the mid-19th century. Their work of the region helped bring the island into the public eye. At first, artists, professors, and other intellectuals known as “rusticators” made the multi-day journey here. These travellers required little in terms of accommodations as they hiked from place to place enjoying the area’s simple lifestyle and sublime beauty.


    Not long after the rusticators exposed MDI’s beauty, developers were clamoring to increase access to the island. Direct steamboat service from Boston was offered in the 1860s. A rail line was completed in the 1880s. By this time MDI was the place to be for the East Coast’s elite. Some of the wealthiest visitors, known locally as “cottagers,” purchased large tracts of land where they built lavish summer homes they ironically referred to as “cottages.” A stretch of mansions near Bar Harbor commonly called “Millionaires’ Row” burned to the ground during the great fire of 1947. The inferno razed more than 17,000 acres, including 10,000 acres of park land, before blowing into the Atlantic.


    Still, development was MDI’s main threat, not nature. Residents felt that its scenic beauty needed to be protected. John D. Rockefeller, Jr. and George B. Dorr, both “cottagers” turned conservationists, were two of the park’s greatest advocates. Rockefeller built 57 miles of carriage roads, donated thousands of acres of land, and spent $3.5 million on the potential park. Dorr blazed trails, donated land, and became the park’s first superintendent. Acadia National Park was eventually created, cobbled together entirely from private donations. It successfully protected some of the area’s most rugged shorelines and beautiful landscapes for the enjoyment of the people.

  


  
    Essential Information (ACAD)
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    Otter Cliffs © Pratap Sankar


    PO Box 177 | Bar Harbor, ME 04609 | (207) 288-3338 | www.nps.gov/acad


    Established: February 26, 1919 | July 8, 1916 (National Monument) | Size: 47,390 Acres | Annual Visitors: 2.5 Million | Peak Season: July – August


    Hiking Trails: 140 Miles | Carriage Trails: 45 Miles


    Activities: Hiking, Biking, Rock Climbing, Whale Watching, Fishing, Paddling, and Bird Watching


    Campgrounds: Blackwoods and Seawall on Mount Desert Island ($20/night), Duck Harbor on Isle au Haut ($25/permit, 3-night max) | Backcountry Camping: Not Allowed


    Park Hours: All day, every day


    Entrance Fee: $20 (late June – early October), $10 (May – late June, October), Free (Winter)

  


  
    When to Go (ACAD)


    Acadia is open all year. The park experiences heavy traffic during July and August. Fall foliage attracts large crowds from September to early October. Hulls Cove Visitor Center is closed from November through mid-April. Most of Park Loop Road is closed from December through mid-April.


    Blackwoods Campground is open all year. The campground entrance road is closed from December through March; at this time campers must hike in from the entrance on Route 3.

  


  
    Transportation & Airports (ACAD)


    Help reduce traffic congestion, parking, and air pollution by riding the free Island Explorer Shuttle. The shuttle runs from late June through early October. Seven regularly scheduled routes link hotels, inns, campgrounds, and Bar Harbor Airport with popular park destinations (but not Cadillac Mountain). Maps and timetables are available at the visitor center and on the Island Explorer website (www.exploreacadia.com).


    Bar Harbor Airport (BHB) is 10 miles from Hulls Cove Visitor Center. Bangor International (BGR) is 49 miles away. Portland International (PWM) is about 3 hours away. Logan International (BOS) in Boston is 5 – 6 hours away.

  


  
    Directions (ACAD)


    To arrive at Mount Desert Island from the south take I-95 north to Augusta, Maine, then Route 3 east through Ellsworth and on to Mount Desert Island.


    To arrive at Schoodic Peninsula from Ellsworth take Route 3 south and turn left onto US Hwy 1. Continue east to West Gouldsboro. Go south on Route 186 to Winter Harbor, then follow signs to the park entrance.


    Isle au Haut is inaccessible to automobiles. People may access the island by the Mail Boat from Stonington. To arrive at Stonington from Ellsworth take Route 172 south to Route 15 and on to Stonington.

  


  
    Regions of Acadia National Park
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    Download this map here.


    Acadia National Park is made up of three distinct regions: Mount Desert Island (MDI), Schoodic Peninsula, and Isle au Haut. MDI is the park’s centerpiece, where most attractions, lodging, and restaurants are found. The island is broken into eastern (extremely busy) and western (quiet) halves by Somes Sound. Schoodic Peninsula is the only section of the park on the mainland. It’s located just east of MDI, across Frenchman Bay. You’ll find views similar to those at MDI, but with much smaller crowds. Both MDI and Schoodic Peninsula are accessible by car and have scenic park loop roadways for motorists. Seven smaller islands, including Isle au Haut, are also preserved by the park. None of the smaller islands are accessible by car.

  


  
    Mount Desert Island (MDI)
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    Download this map here.


    To many visitors, Mount Desert Island and Acadia National Park are synonymous. Almost two thirds of the park is on MDI and it is the only destination of most of the 2.5 million people who flock to Acadia each year. About half of the island is protected under park ownership. The boundary raggedly weaves its way around private property and the Atlantic seashore. The park and island are nearly split in half by a natural, glacially-carved barrier, Somes Sound. It is the only fjord on the U.S. Atlantic Coast.


    Within park boundaries lies an enchanting place where granite cliffs and angry seas, mountaintops and clear blue skies, people and wildlife come together. Eight mountains exceed 1,000 feet. Diminutive in stature compared to their western counterparts, they still find a way to take your breath away. Hiking from sea level to summit is enough to leave even the avid hiker gasping for air. And if that fails to do the trick, the panoramic views afforded from these barren mountaintops definitely will. Should you only go to one mountaintop, make it the Cadillac. Its summit can be reached by car, bike, or foot. Many visitors drive to the summit before the sun rises in order to bask in the first rays of sun as they rise up over the Atlantic Ocean. Don’t worry if you aren’t a morning person; the views overlooking Bar Harbor, Frenchman Bay, and the Porcupine Islands are spectacular rain or shine, sun or fog, morning until evening. On a clear day you can see Mount Katahdin, Maine’s tallest mountain, which stands some 100 miles away. Thrill-seekers unafraid of heights and searching for adventure should scale Champlain Mountain via Precipice Trail. Steel rungs, ladders, and railings aid hikers along the harrowing journey. The Trail is closed during winter, and it closes once more from late spring until early summer when peregrine falcons nest on the precipitous mountain’s face.


    Twenty-six freshwater lakes and ponds are found on MDI, providing a wide variety of activities. You can swim in the Atlantic at Sand Beach or the much warmer, fresher water of Echo Lake. Long Pond is a great place for a quiet paddle. Jordan Pond offers stunning views of the Bubble Mountains (South and North Bubble). View the bubbles from Jordan Pond House while enjoying one of their famous pastries, a popover.


    A trip to Acadia is not complete without touring the 27-mile Park Loop Road, but if you’d like to escape the hum of automobiles go out and explore the carriage roads. These crushed stone paths are enjoyed by bikers, hikers, and horse riders. Be sure to pick up a map at Hulls Cove Visitor Center, just north of Bar Harbor on Route 3, before heading out on the carriage roads.


    You’ll find the majority of park facilities on MDI, but you won’t find any lodging within park boundaries. Bar Harbor, the island’s largest city, is the most popular destination for dining, lodging, and shopping. Additional accommodations are available in Northeast Harbor and Southwest Harbor. For a list of the area’s popular dining and lodging facilities, please refer to What’s Nearby.

  


  
    Schoodic Peninsula
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    Download this map here.


    About one in ten visitors of Acadia National Park make the trip to Schoodic Peninsula. Here you’ll find a much more secluded and intimate experience than the park’s more popular areas. But fewer visitors mean fewer facilities. There are only two restrooms and one picnic area. Camping is not permitted on the peninsula’s park land, but you can find private camping and other lodging options nearby. In summer, Downeast Windjammer Cruises (207.288.2984, www.downeastwindjammer.com) operates a passenger ferry that makes the one hour trip between Bar Harbor and Winter Harbor. Island Explorer Shuttle provides transportation to and from the ferry terminals. Should you choose to travel by car, it’s a 45 mile drive around Frenchman Bay from Bar Harbor. Once you’ve arrived at the peninsula, a six-mile, one-way loop road offers stunning views of the dramatic Maine coastline. A narrow gravel road weaves its way up to the highest point on the peninsula, Schoodic Head.

  


  
    Isle au Haut
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    Download this map here.


    Named by Samuel de Champlain in 1604, Isle au Haut or “High Island” is a rugged and relatively remote island five miles south of Stonington, Maine. Today, a few thousand day-trippers and some 500 campers travel aboard the Mail Boat (207.367.5193, www.isleauhaut.com) from Stonington each year. About half the island is park land; the rest is owned and occupied by summer residents and a year-round fishing community. Over the years the relationship between residents and visitors has become contentious and a visitor capacity limit has been adopted. Isle au Haut visitors should exit the Mail Boat at Duck Harbor Landing, stay within park boundaries, and camp at one of the five designated sites (each with its own lean-to). Camping costs $25/site with a 3 night maximum stay.

  


  
    Camping & Lodging (ACAD)


    Campground | Location | Open | Fees | Sites | Notes


    Blackwoods* | Route 3, 5 miles south of Bar Harbor | All Year | $20/night (May – October) | $10/night (April & November) | Free (December – March) | 306 (6 people, 2 tents, 1 car limit per site) | No hook-ups, Showers 0.5-mile away, 35-ft max RV, Reservations suggested from May – October


    Seawall* | Route 102A, 4 miles south of Southwest Harbor | late May – early Sept | $20/night for drive-in, $14/night for walk-in | 218 (6 people, 2 tents, 1 car limit per site) | No hook-ups, Showers 0.5-mile away, 35-ft max RV, Half the sites are sold on a first-come, first-served basis


    Duck Harbor** | Isle au Haut (accessible by mail boat from Stonington, ME) | mid-May – mid-October | $25/site with a maximum stay of 3 nights | 5 | Each site has a lean-to shelter, 6 people/site, Primitive Camping, Reservation required


    Backcountry Camping is prohibited at Acadia National Park


    *Reservations can be made up to six months in advance by calling 877-444-6777 or clicking www.recreation.gov


    **Reservation requests can be made after April 1. Call (207) 288-3338 for a reservation form or visit www.nps.gov/acad/planyourvisit/upload/iahreserve.pdf


    Acadia Lodging: None Available (See What’s Nearby for accommodations outside the park)

  


  
    Driving (ACAD)


    The 27-mile Park Loop Road is a must-see for first-time visitors. There are a number of turnouts and parking and pic- nic areas where you can stop and enjoy the scenery. Parking is also allowed along the road’s right-hand side wherever it’s one-way. Watch for evidence of the great fire of 1947 as you drive. Thick evergreen forests give way to sun-loving deciduous trees that replaced thousands of acres of pine that perished in flames. One of the most serene Park Loop Road experiences is to drive to Cadillac Mountain’s summit early in the morning to see the sunrise. Grab a blanket, coffee, and a loved one, and then wait atop the barren peak for the first rays of light. If you can resist the temptation to return to your hotel for a nap, the early start allows you to visit popular destinations like Jordan Pond and Otter Cliffs before the afternoon crowds roll in—always a good idea during the summer months. Traffic peaks between 10am and 3pm.


    Be sure to plan ahead if you will be arriving in an RV or tall vehicle as there are four low-clearance bridges (the lowest is 10’ 4”). If you’d like to escape Park Loop Road gridlock, drive on over to the Schoodic Peninsula. Here you’ll find a


    6-mile, one-way loop that takes you along seas that are just as angry and cliffs just as dramatic as those back on MDI.


    Small islands, including Isle au Haut, are inaccessible to cars.

  


  
    Best of Acadia


    Adventure Hike: Precipice


    Runner-up: Beehive


    2nd Runner-up: Penobscot Mountain


    Mountain Hike: Acadia Mountain


    Runner-up: Cadillac South Ridge


    2nd Runner-up: Beech Mountain


    Coastal Hike: Great Head


    Runner-up: Schoodic Head


    2nd Runner-up: Ocean Path


    Family Hike: Ship Harbor


    Runner-up: Bubble Rock


    2nd Runner-up: Bar Island

  


  
    Hiking (ACAD)
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    Marker at the summit of Dorr Mountain © Justin D. Henry


    Acadia National Park has some of the best maintained trails of all the national parks. It’s a true day hiker’s paradise with more than 140 miles of short, one-way trails. In fact, all of the trails are intended to be day-hikes as backcountry camping is not permitted within park boundaries.


    In 1999, Friends of Acadia and the park committed $13 million for trail restoration. That same year Acadia became the first national park whose trails are maintained by a private endowment, Acadia Trails Forever. Their work allows visitors to enjoy the great outdoors without having to worry about getting lost. Trails—many of which were trod by Native Americans or the park’s first superintendent, George Dorr—are well marked with cairns (small, pyramid-like rock piles) and blue blazes painted onto trees and rocks.


    At least 6,000 years ago—long before cairns were carefully built atop the barren mountaintops and blue blazes were painted on tree trunks—Native Americans forged their own trails across MDI in search of coastal waters where they found nourishment through fishing and gathering shellfish. All that remains of their existence are huge piles of shells and a vast network of well-worn trails. Rumors of a fantastical city of gold drew European sailors to Maine in the mid-1500s. Rusticators arrived in the mid-to-late 1800s to explore the island on foot, taking delight in its earthly wonders. At the turn of the century, the same trails trod by Native Americans, gold-seekers, and rusticators were blazed once more by George B. Dorr, a summer resident and member of the Hancock County Trustees of Public Reservations who worked tirelessly to protect the natural beauty of the area. He set on these paths and many of his own with a newfound purpose: the pursuit of land and monetary donations from wealthy island residents. Today, Dorr is affectionately referred to as the “Father of Acadia National Park.” Thanks to the efforts of Dorr and many others, these trails are now yours to explore.


    While you won’t find commemoration to Dorr anywhere along his favorite hiking trails, he is remembered by a mountaintop; Dorr Mountain is the third tallest peak in the park. Four trails lead to its summit, including the short and steep Ladder Trail. The ascent is aided by three sets of steel ladders and numerous granite steps that were carved and placed in 1893 and restored by the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) in the 1930s. The trailhead is found at Sieur de Monts Spring directly behind the Spring House. To complete the 3.3-mile journey to Dorr Mountain summit take Ladder Trail to Schiff Path (East Face Dorr Trail) and return via South Ridge Dorr Trail and Canon Brook Trail.


    There are five more ladder trails in Acadia. Of these, Precipice Trail is the most notorious. The trailhead is 7.3 miles from Hulls Cove Visitor Center on Park Loop Road. It quickly climbs the steep east face of Champlain Mountain. It’s recommended that you ascend 0.9 mile along Precipice Trail and return via Champlain Mountain North Ridge Trail and Orange & Black Path, making a 2.5-mile loop. The trail may close from mid-March to mid-August in order to protect nesting peregrine falcons. During this time you’ll often find a park ranger with a telescope conducting Peregrine Watch in the Precipice Trail Parking Area. Continuing along Park Loop Road you will arrive at another popular ladder trail, the Beehive. It begins across the road from Sand Beach Parking Area. Follow Beehive Trail 0.8 miles to its summit, then follow Bowl Trail back to Park Loop Road completing a 1.6-mile loop. Jordan Cliff Trailhead is found behind Jordan Pond Gift Shop at Carriage Road junction #15. This hike begins with excellent views of Jordan Pond as you start the 2.2-mile (one-way) ascent to the top of Penobscot Mountain. Take in the 360° panoramic views at the summit before heading back down Penobscot Mountain Trail, which loops back to Jordan Pond Gift Shop. The 2.2-mile Perpendicular Trail (Mansell Mountain) begins at the south end of Long Pond near Southwest Harbor. The sixth and final ladder trail, 0.5-mile Beech Cliff Trail, begins behind the ranger house at Echo Lake Parking Area. Be aware that these are some of the most challenging trails in the park and should not be attempted by small children, anyone afraid of heights, and pets.


    Acadia has plenty of trails that appeal to families and people of all ages. Bar Island can be reached at low tide by crossing a sand bar right from downtown Bar Harbor. Have your kids try to push a 14-ton boulder over a cliff at the steep but short, 1.0-mile Bubble Rock Trail. During a storm or rising tide you may want to head down Ocean Path to listen to the waves explode at Thunder Hole. (See the hiking trail listing below for the location and difficulty of these and many other Acadian hiking trails.) Another great destination for casual hiking is the 45 miles of carriage roads, which are concentrated around the Jordan Pond Area but extend as far north as Hulls Cove Visitor Center and south to Route 3 near the Stanley Brook Entrance.


    The dense network of short trails and the Island Explorer Shuttle allow Acadia’s hikers to be creative with their itineraries. It’s easy to avoid out-and-back hikes by combining several trails and utilizing the park shuttle, which stops at many of the park trailheads.


    [image: precipice_trail_scudsone.psd]


    View of Frenchman Bay from Precipice Trail


    Easy Hiking Trails


    Trail Name | Trailhead (# on map) | Length (Roundtrip distances unless noted otherwise) | Notes


    Bar Island (favorite) | Bar Harbor located at the end of Bridge Street (1) | ~1.4 miles | A sandbar to Bar Island appears at low tide, be sure to check the tide tables


    Great Meadow | Bar Harbor located off Cromwell Harbor Road (1) | 2.0 miles | A loop trail across private land that connects Bar Harbor to Acadia


    Summit Path | Cadillac Mtn Summit Parking Lot (4) | 0.4 mile | A paved path around the summit


    Ocean Path (favorite) | Sand Beach Upper parking lot (7) | 4.4 miles | Passes Thunder Hole and Otter Cliffs


    Wonderland | Seawall Campground, off Route 102A, 0.9 miles from Seawall (16) | 1.4 miles | Rocky shoreline, cobble beach, and spruce forests


    Moderate Hiking Trails


    Great Head | East end of Sand Beach (7) | 1.5 miles | Loop trail with sea cliff and beach views


    Cadillac North Ridge | Park Loop Road, 3.2 miles from the start of Park Loop Road (2) | 4.4 miles | Views of Bar Harbor • Shorter and steeper than South Ridge Trail


    Tarn Trail | Sieur de Monts Spring, Tarn Parking Lot off Route 3 (3) | 2.4 miles | Hike through woods along Otter Creek and by beaver ponds


    Bubble Rock (favorite) | Bubble Rock Parking Lot, off Park Loop Road (6) | 1.0 mile | Steep but short hike up South Bubble to a peculiarly placed glacial erratic (big rock)


    Jordan Pond (favorite) | Jordan Pond Boat Ramp (8) | 3.2 miles | Loop along the edge of Jordan Pond


    Gorham Mtn | Gorham Mtn Parking Area, 1 mile past Sand Beach on Park Loop Road (9) | 1.8 miles | Wide open views of the ocean • Connects to The Bowl, Beehive, and Cadillac Cliffs


    Beech Mtn (favorite) | Beech Mtn Parking Lot, off Beech Mountain Road (14) | 1.1 miles | Alternate from end of Long Pond Rd, Ascend West Ridge Tr and return via Valley Tr (~3 miles)


    Flying Mtn | Fernald Cove Parking Area, Fernald Point Rd (15) | 1.2 miles | Explore tide pools at Valley Cove


    Ship Harbor | Off Rte 102A, 2 miles from Seawall (17) | 1.2 miles | A good spot for blueberries and birds


    Schoodic Head (favorite) | Schoodic Peninsula, Blueberry Hill Parking Lot (18) | 2.5 miles | Combine Alder, Schoodic Head and Anvil Trails for a loop to Schoodic Head


    Goat Trail | Isle au Haut, via Western Head Road and Duck Harbor Mountain trail (19) | 2.1 miles (one-way) | Rugged and rocky hike with spectacular coastal vistas


    Strenuous Hiking Trails


    Precipice (favorite) | 1.75 miles beyond Sieur de Monts Spring entrance on Park Loop Road (5) | 1.8 miles | Iron rungs and ladders • Can make a 2.5 mile loop by combining (in order) Precipice, Champlain North Ridge, and Orange & Black Trails • Not for children or those afraid of heights


    Beehive (favorite) | Sand Beach Area, across Park Loop Road from Sand Beach parking lot (7) | 1.6 miles | Iron rungs and ladders • Not for children or those afraid of heights


    Penobscot Mountain | Behind Jordan Pond Gift Shop (8) | ~3.7 miles | Ascend Jordan Cliff (ladder) Trail or Jordan Pond/Deer Brook Trails and descend Penobscot Mtn Trail


    Cadillac South Ridge | Route 3 about 100 feet south of Blackwoods Campground (10) | 7.0 miles | Hike to Cadillac from Blackwoods Campground on one of the park’s longer trails


    Grandgent | Trailhead at Sargent Mtn Summit (11) | 1.0 mile | Leads to Sargent Mtn’s summit


    Giant Slide | 1.1 mile from the junction of Route 198 and 233 (12) | 2.8 miles | Fairly challenging trail along Sargent Brook to the summit of Sargent Mtn


    Acadia Mtn (favorite) | Acadia Mountain Parking Lot, west side of Route 102 (13) | 2.5 miles | Best views of Somes Sound in the park, return via fire road


    Duck Harbor Mountain | Isle au Haut, accessible from Western Head Road (20) | 2.4 miles | Panoramic views of Isle au Haut • Most strenuous hike on the isle

  


  
    Carriage Roads (ACAD)
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    Fall leaves on a Carriage Road © Liza Daly


    Acadia National Park’s 45 miles of carriage roads provide a great place to get away from the hum of the internal combustion engine. These crushed stone paths offer an extremely unique and scenic venue for visitors to hike, bike, ride horses, or take a carriage ride courtesy of Carriages of Acadia (Wildwoods Stables).


    Carriages of Acadia | (877) 276-3622 | Park Loop Road, half mile south of Jordan Pond | Open: mid-June – early October | Rates: $18 – 24.50 (see website for more details) | www.carriagesofacadia.com

  


  
    Biking (ACAD)


    Eastern MDI’s carriage roads are your best bet for a relaxing bike ride at Acadia National Park. The 45-mile network of broken-stone roads extends all the way from Hulls Cove Visitor Center to Seal Harbor and includes 17 carefully crafted stone-faced bridges. Some of the most scenic stretches skirt Jordan Pond and Eagle Lake. The 8-mile roundtrip ride to Day Mountain is one of the circuits you can begin from Jordan Pond Gatehouse and is the only summit that can be reached via carriage path. No matter where you go be sure to carry a map of the carriage roads (available at Hulls Cove Visitor Center or the park’s website), because you’ll encounter several junctions even on the shortest of rides. Also note that the 12 miles of carriage roads south of Jordan Pond are on private property and off-limits to cyclists. However, horses and walkers are allowed to wander along these roadways.


    The quieter western side of Mount Desert Island has two gravel roads for biking. Seal Cove Road (4 miles) connects Southwest Harbor and Seal Cove. Hio Road (2.5 miles) connects Seawall Campground with Highway 102 at Bass Harbor Marsh.


    The 27-mile Park Loop Road offers scenic and hilly terrain for road cyclists. If you feel like challenging yourself, take the 3.5 mile Mountain Loop Road to the summit of Cadillac Mountain. It’s seriously tough pedalling going up, but the return trip downhill is a breeze (make sure your brakes work well). Due to Park Loop Road’s steep grades, tight turns, and abundance of tourist traffic during the summer months, it’s best to pedal here in the off-season. For less congested biking try the loop around Schoodic Peninsula’s scenic coastline or Route 102/102A on the western side of MDI.


    Biking at Isle au Haut is not encouraged. You are not allowed to bike on any hiking trails and there is no singletrack within the park.


    Bike rental is available at:


    Bar Harbor Bicycle | (207) 288-3998 | 141 Cottage Street; Bar Harbor, ME 04609 | Open: March – December | www.barharborbike.com


    Acadia Bike & Canoe | (207) 288-5000 | 48 Cottage Street; Bar Harbor, ME 04609 | Open: All Year | www.acadiabike.com


    Southwest Cycle | (207) 244-5856 | 370 Main Street; Southwest Harbor, ME 04679 | Open: April – January | www.southwestcycle.com

  


  
    Paddling (ACAD)


    Acadia National Park has paddling in spades for people of all experience levels. Inexperienced paddlers are sure to enjoy the glacially-carved lakes and ponds or perhaps a guided tour with a local outfitter (see right). Eagle Lake, Long Pond, Jordan Pond, and Echo Lake are a few of the most popular freshwater paddle-spots, with at least one boat launch available at each.


    More experienced paddlers can take to the open waters of the Atlantic Ocean where you are free to explore Acadia’s islands, inlets, and coves. You can also avoid a ride aboard the Mail Boat (207.367.5193, www.isleauhaut.com) to Isle au Haut by paddling the five miles of water separating it from Stonington, ME.


    Paddling allows visitors to see the park from a different perspective and gain a new appreciation for this scenic land. It’s also an excellent way to view the park’s wildlife. Enjoy the tranquility of these majestic waters but remember to use caution, especially when paddling alone. Cold water, swift currents, erratic weather, and dense fog can make paddling at Acadia challenging. Check the weather and tide tables before heading out on the water. If you plan on exploring any of Acadia’s remote smaller islands be sure to discuss your itinerary with a local park ranger because birds may be nesting on the shorelines.


    National Park Canoe & Kayak Rental | (207) 244-5854 | Pretty Marsh Road, Rte 102; Mount Desert, ME 04660 | Open: May – October | www.nationalparkcanoerental.com


    Maine State Kayak | (877) 481-9500 | 254 Main Street; Southwest Harbor, ME 04679 | Open: May – September | www.mainestatekayak.com


    National Park Sea Kayak Tours | (800) 347-0940 | 39 Cottage Street; Bar Harbor, ME 04609 | Open: Memorial Day – October | www.acadiakayak.com


    Acadia Outfitters | (207) 288-8118 | 106 Cottage Street; Bar Harbor,ME 04609 | Open: May – October | www.acadiaoutfitters.com


    Aquaterra Adventures (no rentals) | (877) 386-4124 | 1 West Street; Bar Harbor, ME 04609 | Open: May – September | www.aquaterra-adventures.com


    Coastal Kayaking Tours | (800) 526-8615 | 48 Cottage Street; Bar Harbor, ME 04609 | Open: All Year | www.acadiafun.com

  


  
    Boat Tours (ACAD)


    Baker Island Cruise explores the island’s unique natural and cultural history with the help of a park ranger. Call (207) 288-2386 for reservations and info.


    Dive-In Theater Boat Cruise sets out in search of underwater life. Passengers scour the surface of Frenchman Bay for seals, porpoises, and seabirds, while a diver hunts for marine life on the ocean floor. Occasionally the diver returns to the boat with live specimens for a real hands-on experience. For more information call (207) 288-3483 or click www.divered.com. For tickets call (800) 979-3370.


    Frenchman Bay Cruise takes you aboard a 151-foot, four-mast schooner where you’ll search for wildlife as a ranger tells tales of the Maine Coast. For more information call (207) 288-4585 or click www.downeastwindjammer.com.


    Discover Acadia’s past aboard the Islesford Historical Cruise by visiting Little Cranberry Island’s Islesford Historical Museum. For more information call (207) 276-5352 or click www.barharborcruises.com.


    Bass Harbor Cruises (207.244.5785, www.bassharborcruises.com) offers a variety of wildlife and historical cruises. Or sail aboard the oldest working friendship sloop with Downeast Friendship Sloop Charters (207.266.5210, www.sailacadia.com). You can also go on a whale or puffin watch with Bar Harbor Whale Watching (207.288.2386, www.barharborwhales.com).


    Reservations are recommended for all cruises. Schedules and fees vary. All tours are seasonal.

  


  
    Lighthouses (ACAD)
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    Bass Harbor Head Lighthouse © guillenperez 2009


    There are four lighthouses in the vicinity of MDI. Of these, Bass Harbor Head Lighthouse is the easiest to access. It marks the entrance into Blur Hill Bay and is located at the end of Route 102A on the western half of MDI near Bass Harbor. Egg Rock Lighthouse is located at the mouth of Frenchman Bay. It can be seen from Park Loop Road. Baker Island is the oldest lighthouse in the area. It’s located seven miles from MDI, and can be accessed by kayak or boat. Bear Island Lighthouse is closed to the public, but it can be viewed on boat cruises departing from Northeast Harbor.

  


  
    Rock Climbing (ACAD)
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    Acadia’s mountains may not be big, but they are precipitous. The sheer granite walls offer some of the most unique rock climbing opportunities in the United States. Otter Cliffs is the most famous and popular climbing spot. The South Wall of Champlain Mountain, Central Slabs, South Bubble, and Great Head are also great climbing areas. Climbers at Otter Cliffs, Canada Cliffs, and South Wall should sign in at daily use logs, which are available at the climbing areas, park headquarters, visitor center, and campgrounds. With a wide variety of climbing routes Acadia is a wonderful destination for beginners to learn how to rock climb. If you’d like to give it a try consider contacting one of the following experienced outfitters:


    Atlantic Climbing School | (207) 288-2521 | 67 Main Street; Bar Harbor, ME 04609 | Open: Seasonal | Half-Day: $95/Person (2 People) | www.climbacadia.com


    Acadia Mountain Guides | (207) 288-8186 | 228 Main Street; Bar Harbor, ME 04609 | Open: Seasonal | Half-Day: $90/Person (2 People) | www.acadiamountainguides.com

  


  
    Swimming (ACAD)


    On hot summer days many of Acadia’s guests migrate to the beaches. Sand Beach and Echo Lake Beach are staffed with a lifeguard during the summer. The 55°F water found at Sand Beach might be refreshing to some, but it’s downright frigid to others. The freshwater of Echo Lake is considerably warmer, especially near the end of summer. For more secluded swimming head to the park’s western side where you can paddle yourself to swimming holes in Seal Cove, Round, and Hodgdon Ponds. Lake Wood, on the north end of the island, has a small beach with automobile access.


    Swimming is prohibited at all lakes used for drinking water. These include Upper and Lower Hadlock Ponds, Bubble and Jordan Ponds, Eagle Lake, and the southern half of Long Pond.

  


  
    Fishing (ACAD)


    To fish any of the freshwater lakes in Acadia you’ll need a freshwater fishing license. Maine residents 16 and older and non-residents 12 and older require a license. Licenses are available at Walmart in Ellsworth and Paradis True Value in Bar Harbor. Freshwater fishing season is generally from April until September. Trout, salmon, perch, and bass are commonly caught in freshwater lakes and ponds.


    A license is not required for salt water fishing. Sargent Drive (Somes Sound) and Frazer Point (Schoodic Peninsula) are two salt water fishing areas within the park. Mackerel typically run from mid-July to September at these locations.


    Be sure to respect private property and follow all boating and fishing regulations.

  


  
    Bird Watching (ACAD)
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    A park ranger handles a baby peregrine falcon © Todd M. Edgar/NPS


    Acadia is one of the premier bird-watching areas in the United States. More than 300 bird species have been identified on MDI and the surrounding waters.


    After being reintroduced in the 1980s, peregrine falcons have become one of the park’s main flying attractions. These raptors have been nesting on the cliffs of Champlain Mountain since 1991. If you’d like to observe these magnificent birds, join a park ranger or volunteer for Peregrine Watch. The program takes place at Precipice Trail Parking Area and is offered most days from mid-May through mid-August, weather permitting. Another popular nesting location is Beech Cliffs above Echo Lake.


    Birds are everywhere, but a few locations are better than others. Sieur de Monts Springs is an excellent choice if you’re looking to spot cedar waxwings, pileated woodpeckers, and the minuscule ruby-throated hummingbird. Beaver Brook and Beaver Dam Pond are popular habitats for herons, ducks, and bald eagles.


    Birdwatchers will definitely want to walk around the Otter Cliffs area. Here you might find any number of seabirds, including double breasted cormorant, black guillemot, and northern gannet. Schoodic Peninsula, Wonderland, Ship Harbor, and Seawall provide bird enthusiasts with promising chances of seeing a wide variety of seabirds. Songbirds serenade cyclists, carriage riders, and hikers along the many miles of carriage roads.


    Cadillac Mountain’s wide open summit provides an excellent vantage point to see bald eagles and peregrine falcons as they patrol the sky high above the park’s granite peaks. In fact, bird watching is so good here that the park has a Hawk Watch station at Cadillac’s summit from mid-August until mid-October. Park rangers aid visitors in spotting raptors as they make their winter migration from Maine and Canada to warmer locales further south.


    Birdwatchers on a trip to Acadia will not want to forget their binoculars and bird book. Also, be sure to stop at Hulls Cove Visitor Center to get the latest information on migratory birds, peregrine falcons, and ranger-led bird watch programs. You can also find information on ranger-led bird watching programs in the park’s newspaper, The Beaver Log.

  


  
    Winter Activities (ACAD)


    Winter activities at Acadia are hit or miss. The park averages about five feet of snow each year, but rain is just as likely during the winter months. January and February are the most reliable months for winter weather. When there is snow, Acadia becomes a winter wonderland with plenty to do.


    Two short sections of Park Loop Road remain open during the winter for motorists. Blackwoods Campground remains open, but campers must walk from the campground entrance road on Route 3 to the campsites. Snowmobiles are allowed on Park Loop Road and most fire roads. However, the maximum speed is 35 mph on Park Loop Road, and 25 mph on all unpaved roads. Snowmobilers must follow all state snowmobile laws. Dog sleds may be pulled by no more than four dogs. Ice fishing is popular on the many lakes and ponds. Snowshoe, cross-country ski, and ice skate rentals are available in Bar Harbor.


    Cadillac Mountain Sports | (207) 288-2521 | 67 Main Street; Bar Harbor, ME 04609 | Open: All Year | www.cadillacsports.com

  


  
    Did you know? (ACAD)


    
      	Acadia was the first national park established east of the Mississippi River.


      	It was the first national park created entirely from private donations.


      	Lafayette (later changed to Acadia) National Park was established on February 26, 1919, the same day as Grand Canyon NP.


      	It is the 12th smallest and 10th most visited national park.


      	Nearly half of Mount Desert Island is Acadia National Park land (47 of 108 square miles).


      	Mount Desert Island is the 2nd largest island along the U.S. Atlantic Seaboard behind Long Island.


      	Mount Desert Island is the 6th largest island in the contiguous U.S.


      	At 1,528 feet (470 m), Cadillac Mountain is the highest point along the North Atlantic Seaboard.


      	George Dorr was the first Superintendent of Acadia National Park, a position he held for 25 years at an initial salary of $1.00/month.


      	George Dorr built the Spring House at Sieur de Monts in 1909 and carved “The Sweet Waters of Acadia” on a nearby rock.


      	Beavers were once exterminated on the island due to excessive trapping. Dorr helped reintroduce them in 1920.


      	Upon Dorr’s death his ashes were scattered from a plane above a part of the island he especially loved.


      	Acadia has more than 104 miles of hiking trails on MDI, 18 miles on Isle au Haut, and 3 miles on the Schoodic Peninsula.


      	Native Americans were living on Mount Desert Island at least 6,000 years ago.


      	In 1947 a fire burned nearly half of Mount Desert Island (17,000 acres).


      	The fire helped diversify plant and animal life on the island. Deciduous trees now grow on land that was once dominated by red spruce.


      	To keep some of the islands most beautiful land from being overrun by motorists John D. Rockefeller, Jr. oversaw and commissioned the construction of carriage roads on Mount Desert Island.


      	Rockefeller built 57 miles of carriage roads and spent more than $3.5 million developing MDI before donating thousands of acres to the park for everyone to enjoy.


      	Bar Harbor’s shoreline was nicknamed “Millionaire’s Row” due to lavish “cottages” built by families with names like Rockefeller, Morgan, Ford, Vanderbilt, Carnegie, and Astor.


      	Fog common to Acadia is largely due to the Labrador Current, a cold water current from the Arctic Ocean, which meets the warm Gulf Stream near the park. The 48°F (9°C) Labrador Current helps cool the Gulf of Maine.


      	Peregrine falcons were completely absent east of the Mississippi by the 1960s, but a gradual recovery has occurred since banning DDT in the 1970s. Birds were reintroduced to the park by researchers in 1984. Today, you may spot peregrine falcons along the Precipice and Valley Cove cliffs in late spring and early summer.


      	Peregrine falcons can dive at speeds up to 202 mph (325 km/h), making it the fastest member of the animal kingdom.


      	Many believe that Leif Ericson and the Vikings landed on MDI around 1000 AD.


      	Bass Harbor Head Lighthouse is one of the East Coast’s most photographed lighthouses.


      	The light from Bass Harbor Head Lighthouse can be seen up to 13 miles away.


      	Cadillac Mountain was originally named Green Mountain.


      	Cadillac Mountain sees the first rays of sun in the U.S. from October 7 to March 7.


      	During the late 1800s a hotel was built on Cadillac Mountain’s summit. Visitors reached the summit by taking a steamer across Eagle Lake, then passenger cars pushed them up the mountainside by a 10-ton locomotive. In the first year 3,000 visitors made the half-hour trip to the summit for $2.50/passenger.


      	More than 1,100 plant species, 40 mammal species, and 300 bird species inhabit Acadia National Park.

    

  


  
    Visitor Centers (ACAD)


    Hulls Cove Visitor Center | (207) 288-3338 | On Route 3 just south of Hulls Cove | Open: mid-April – October | Hours: 8am – 4:30pm (July – August, 8am – 6pm)


    A long staircase leads up to the Visitor Center, but there is an alternate parking area for people with disabilities if you follow a short road at the south end of the main parking area.


    Thompson Island Information Center | On Route 3 at the head of MDI | Open: mid-May – mid-September


    Park Headquarters* | On Route 233 near Eagle Lake | Open: All Year, M – F (except federal holidays); Closed weekends from mid-April – October


    *Serves as the park’s visitor center during winter

  


  
    For Kids (ACAD)


    Kids of all ages can take part in the Junior Ranger Program from mid-May through mid-October. Acadia also offers numerous children’s programs that explore the park’s ecology, geography, and history. Check the park’s newspaper, The Beaver Log, for a current schedule of events. Families also enjoy playing at Sand Beach, picking blueberries, hiking, or taking a boat tour.

  


  
    Ranger Programs (ACAD)


    Be sure to pick up the park’s publication, The Beaver Log, to see a current schedule of ranger-led programs. You’ll find a wide variety of regularly scheduled educational walks, bike rides, and even a photography tour. Most of the programs are free of charge. The knowledge and enthusiasm exhibited by the park rangers makes activities, from hiking to stargazing, more exciting and interesting. If you have an extra hour or two and aren’t exactly sure what to do, you cannot go wrong by joining a ranger program.

  


  
    Flora & Fauna (ACAD)
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    A tired fox yawns while sitting on the side Park Loop Road © Pat Hawks


    Many of Acadia’s picturesque attractions are named for their occupants: Seal Harbor, Beaver Pond, Eagle Lake, and Otter Cliffs. All of these creatures reside in the park (although “otter” areas were named for the river dwelling variety, not the playful sea otters). Fortunate visitors might spot moose, black bear, red fox, porcupine, deer, whale, sea urchin, starfish, or lobster while exploring the park. Black flies and mosquitoes are two pests that you’d rather not encounter on vacation, but if you plan on traveling between May and June, chances are you’ll be greeted by these winged nuisances, so pack your bug repellent.


    Over 1,100 plant species live in Acadia, and 25 of these are state-listed rare plants. Walking about the park you’re sure to notice a wide variety of trees, wildflowers, ferns, shrubs, mosses, lichens, and freshwater plants. The favorite plant of many visitors is the wild blueberry bush. Maine is the country’s number one producer of wild blueberries, and these delectable snacks can be found all over MDI. They are typically ripe for the picking in late summer.

  


  
    Pets (ACAD)


    Pets are permitted in the park, but must be kept on a leash no more than six feet in length at all times, and are not allowed on swimming beaches, in public buildings, on the ladder trails, and at Isle au Haut.

  


  
    Accessibility (ACAD)


    The Visitor Center, some restrooms, the carriage paths, and the Island Explorer Shuttle are wheelchair accessible. The Wild Gardens of Acadia paths, Wonderland Trail, Ship Harbor Trail, and Jordan Pond Trails are accessible to wheelchair users, but may require some assistance. Carriages of Acadia operates two wheelchair accessible carriages. If you have accessibility questions, please call the park information center at (207) 288-3338, ext. 0.

  


  
    Weather (ACAD)


    Acadia’s weather is extremely unpredictable and can change without warning any day of the year, so come prepared for all conditions. Rainfall is common in every month. MDI is often shrouded in fog during the summer months. Daytime summer highs can range from 45°F to 90°F. Below is a graph of the area’s average temperatures and precipitation.[image: Temp_Graphs.ai]


    


    

  


  
    Vacation Planner (ACAD)
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    Sand Beach with the Beehive in the background © Lee Coursey


    The average visitor spends three-and-a-half days at Acadia. So, here’s a 3-day itinerary to help get you started. Dining, grocery stores, lodging, festivals, and attractions outside the park are listed in the What’s Nearby section.


    Day 1: You’ll want to begin your Acadian adventure at Hulls Cove Visitor Center. It’s the best place to introduce yourself to the park and rangers will be on duty ready and willing to answer your questions. Before you leave, grab a park newspaper, watch the 15-minute video, and browse the exhibits until your curiosities have been satisfied. Next, begin driving Park Loop Road. Be sure to stop at Sand Beach Parking Area. Adventurous souls in your group should head across Park Loop Road to hike up Beehive Ladder Trail. The rest can play at the beach or hike Great Head Trail. When everyone has returned, it’s time to get back in your car to continue along Park Loop Road to Jordan Pond House, which has been serving tourists for more than a century. This is a great place to enjoy lunch or a snack, like one of their famous popovers. At the very least take in the views of Jordan Pond where the two bubbles stand guard at the pond’s far end. These bubbles are your next destination. As you’re driving to the Bubble Rock Parking Area look up at the east face of South Bubble. You’ll notice a large boulder (Bubble Rock) precariously positioned as if it could roll down the mountain slope with the slightest nudge. Check it out by hiking up the 1-mile trail to the top of South Bubble. You don’t have to race up the trail, Bubble Rock isn’t going anywhere. To prove it, give it a push and see if it will budge. After you’ve had your fun, return to the car and complete the circuit around Park Loop Road. You may want to end your first day in Acadia with an evening boat tour of Frenchman Bay.


    Day 2: While eating breakfast, page through The Beaver Log you picked up the previous day. You might be able to catch a morning photography or bird watching tour. Be sure to note the time and location of any interesting ranger programs. In the meantime, drive over to MDI’s quiet western side. If the weather cooperates, rent a kayak from National Park Canoe & Kayak (reservations may be required). The outfitter is conveniently located on Long Pond, so there’s no need to transport heavy gear in order to enjoy a casual paddle in a pristine wilderness area. Return your kayak(s) and once you’ve lost your sea legs, hike to the top of nearby Acadia Mountain. It’s one of the best hikes in the park, and the views are sublime. Relaxing at Echo Lake Beach is a nice alternative for anyone not interested in a somewhat strenuous hike. Whenever you feel like eating you can find plenty of good restaurants in Southwest Harbor. It’s also a quality place to pit-stop before continuing south on Route 102 to the end of Route 102A, where you’ll find Bass Harbor Head Lighthouse. This is one of the best locations to watch the sun set on another glorious day in Acadia.


    Day 3: Say “goodbye” to MDI by waking up early enough to see the sunrise from Cadillac Mountain. Bring a thermos of hot chocolate or coffee and a blanket along, because early Acadian mornings can be chilly and the barren mountaintop is unprotected from the wind. Dragging yourself out of bed will be completely justified as the first rays of light peek out from beyond the Atlantic Ocean. An early morning also means you’ll have more time to enjoy your final day of vacation. Perhaps you have some unfinished shopping to complete in downtown Bar Harbor or you’d like to hike Precipice Trail. If you have the time, you might even want to leave MDI in favor of Acadia’s Schoodic Peninsula. Should you choose to make the 45-minute drive back to Maine’s mainland, you’ll find the effort worthwhile. The same majestic coastlines are here, but without the crowds. Frazer Head is a great place to picnic and you can drive up to Schoodic Head, the peninsula’s highest point.

  


  
    What’s Nearby (ACAD)
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    Download the What’s Nearby maps here.


    Dining


    Bar Harbor


    Jordan Pond House | (207) 276-3316 | In the park on Park Loop Rd | Entrée: $11 – 21 | www.thejordanpondhouse.com


    Lompoc Café & Brew Pub (favorite) | Bocce Ball & Live Entertainment | 36 Rodick St | (207) 288-9392 | Entrée: $9 – 17 | www.lompoccafe.com


    Jordan’s Restaurant | (207) 288-3586 | 80 Cottage St | Entrée: $6 – 12


    McKay’s Public House | (207) 288-2002 | 231 Main St | Entrée: $16 – 27 | www.mckayspublichouse.com


    The Thirsty Whale | (207) 288-9335 | 40 Cottage St | Entrée: $7 – 15 | www.thirstywhaletavern.com


    Havana | (207) 288-2822 | 318 Main St | Entrée: $19 – 29 | www.havanamaine.com


    2 Cats (favorite) | Best Breakfast in town! | (207) 288-2808 | 130 Cottage St | www.2catsbarharbor.com


    Rupununi American Bar and Grill | (207) 288-2886 | 119 Main St | Entrée: $16 – 29 | www.rupununi.com


    Maggie’s Restaurant | (207) 288-9007 | 6 Summer St | Entrée: $16 – 24 | www.maggiesbarharbor.com


    Jeannie’s Breakfast House | 15 Cottage St | (207) 288-4166 | Entrée: ~$10 | www.jeanniesbreakfast.com


    Town Hill Bistro (favorite) | (207) 288-1011 | 1317 ME-102 | Entrée: $17 – 20 | www.townhillbistro.com


    Galyn’s | (207) 288-9706 | 17 Main St | Dinner: $7 – 22 | www.galynsbarharbor.com


    Rosalie’s Pizza | (207) 288-5666 | 46 Cottage St | Pizza: $8 – 22 | www.rosaliespizza.com


    West Street Café | (207) 288-5242 | 76 West St | Entrée: $12 – 29 | www.weststreetcafe.com


    Mache Bistro (favorite) | (207) 288-0447 | 135 Cottage St | Entrée: $16 – 26 | www.machebistro.com


    Geddy’s Pub | (207) 288-5077 | 19 Main St | Entrée: $12 – 26 | www.geddys.com


    Poor Boy’s Gourmet | (207) 288-4148 | 300 Main St | Entrée: $12 – 26 | www.poorboysgourmet.com


    Café This Way (favorite) | (207) 288-4483 | 14 Mount Desert St | Entrée: $15 – 24 | www.cafethisway.com


    Side Street Café | (207) 801-2591 | 49 Rodick St | Entrée: $6 – 16 | www.sidestreetbarharbor.com


    Portside Grill | (207) 288-4086 | 38 Cottage St | Entrée: $14 – 25 | www.portsidegrill.com


    Leary’s Landing Irish Pub | (207) 841-1586 | 2 Mount Desert St | Entrée: $8 – 17 | www.learyslanding.com


    Mama Di Matteo’s | (207) 288-3666 | 34 Kennebec Place | Entrée: $15 – 20 | www.mamadimatteos.com


    Michelle’s Fine Dining | (207) 288-0038 | 194 Main St | Entrée: $24 – 54 | www.ivymanor.com


    China Joy | (207) 288-8668 | 195 Main St | Entrée: $7 – 12


    Bar Harbor Blues Café | (207) 288-2600 | 16 Mount Desert St | Entrée: ~$9 | www.barharborbluescafe.com


    Randonnee Café | (207) 288-9592 | 37 Cottage St | Entrée: $5 – 7 | www.randonneecafe.com


    Jack Russell’s Steak House & Brewery | 102 Eden St | (207) 288-5214 | Entrée: $13 – 34 | www.bhmaine.com


    The Reading Room | (207) 288-3351 | 7 Newport Dr | Entrée: $24 – 37 | www.barharborinn.com


    MDI’s Quiet Side


    Redbird Provisions Restaurant | (207) 276-3006 | 11 Sea St; Northeast Harbor | Entrée: $22 – 30 | www.redbirdprovisions.com


    Red Sky | (207) 244-0476 | 14 Clark Point Rd; Southwest Harbor | Entrée: $19 – 30 | www.redskyrestaurant.com


    Fiddlers’ Green | (207) 244-9416 | 411 Main St; Southwest Harbor | Entrée: $17 – 38 | www.fiddlersgreenrestaurant.com


    Little Notch Pizzeria | (207) 244-3357 | Entrée: $6 – 10 | 340 Main St; Southwest Harbor


    Eat-A-Pita & Café 2 | (207) 244-4344 | 326 Main St; Southwest Harbor


    Sips | (207) 244-4550 | 4 Clark Point Rd; Southwest Harbor


    Quietside Café & Ice Cream Shop (favorite) | (207) 244-9444 | 360 Main St; Southwest Harbor


    Demuros Top of the Hill Restaurant (favorite) | (207) 244-0033 | 1 Main St; Southwest Harbor


    Beal’s Lobster Pier | (207) 244-3202 | 182 Clark Point Rd; Southwest Harbor | Lobster: Market Price | www.bealslobster.com


    Chow Maine Ciao Maine | (207) 669-4142 | 19 Clark Point Rd; Southwest Harbor | Entrée: $8 – 28 | www.chow-maine.com


    Breakfast At Grumpy’s | (207) 244-1082 | 11 Apple Ln; Southwest Harbor | Entrée: ~$10 | www.breakfastatgrumpys.com


    XYZ Restaurant | (207) 244-5221 | 80 Seawall Rd; Southwest Harbor | Entrée: $24 | www.xyzmaine.com


    Xanthus Restaurant | (207) 244-5036 | 22 Claremont Rd; Southwest Harbor | Entrée: ~$24 | www.theclaremonthotel.com


    Thurston’s Lobster Pound (favorite) | (207) 244-7600 | Steamboat Wharf Rd; Bernard | Lobster: Market Price | www.thurstonslobster.com


    Schoodic Peninsula


    Chase’s Restaurant | (207) 963-7171 | 193 Main St; Winter Harbor


    Fisherman’s Inn | (207) 963-5585 | 7 Newman St; Winter Harbor | www.fishermansinnmaine.com


    Downeast Deli | (207) 963-2700 | ME-186; Prospect Harbor, ME 04693


    Grocery Stores


    Hannaford Supermarkets | (207) 288-3621 | 86 Cottage St; Bar Harbor | www.hannaford.com


    Sawyer’s Market | (207) 244-3315 | 344 Main St; Southwest Harbor


    Pine Tree Market | (207) 276-3335 | 121 Main St; Northeast Harbor


    Walmart Supercenter | (207) 667-6780 | 17 Myrick St; Ellsworth


    Lodging


    Bar Harbor


    Bar Harbor Inn (favorite) | (207) 288-3351 | 7 Newport Dr | Rates: $199 – 379/night | www.barharborinn.com


    Harborside Hotel, Spa & Marina | 55 West St | (207) 288-5033 | Rates: $229 – 869 | www.theharborsidehotel.com


    Bar Harbor Hotel-Bluenose Inn | (207) 288-3348 | 90 Eden St | Rates: $190 – 430 | www.barharborhotel.com


    Castlemaine Inn | (207) 288-4563 | 39 Holland Ave | Rates: $119 – 269 | www.castlemaineinn.com


    Bar Harbor Manor | (207) 288-3829 | 47 Holland Ave | Rates: $99 – 189 | www.barharbormanor.com


    Mira Monte Inn | (207) 288-426369 Mount Desert St | Rates: $188-256 | www.miramonte.com


    Highbrook Motel | (207) 288-3591 | 94 Eden St | Rates: $93 – 113 | www.highbrookmotel.com


    Bar Harbor Grand Hotel | (207) 288-5226 | 269 Main St | Rates: $235 | www.barharborgrand.com


    Balance Rock Inn | (207) 288-2610 | 21 Albert Meadow | Rates: $225 – 395 | www.balancerockinn.com


    Acadia Inn | (207) 288-3500 | 98 Eden St | Rates: $185 | www.acadiainn.com


    Acadia Hotel | (207) 288-5721 | 20 Mt Desert St | Rates: $139 – 159 | www.acadiahotel.com


    Primrose Inn B&B (favorite) | (207) 288-4031 | 73 Mt Desert St | Rates: $159 – 284 | www.primroseinn.com


    Bar Harbor Motel (favorite) | (207) 288-3453 | 100 Eden St | Rates: $144 – 154 | www.barharbormotel.com


    Edenbrook Motel | (207) 288-4975 | 96 Eden St | Rates: $90 – 120 | www.edenbrookmotelbh.com


    Quimby House Inn | (207) 288-5811 | 109 Cottage St | Rates: $105 – 150 | www.quimbyhouse.com


    Black Friar Inn | (207) 288-5091 | 10 Summer St | Rates: $135 – 175 | www.blackfriarinn.com


    Moseley Cottage (favorite) | (207) 288-5548 | 12 Atlantic Ave | Rates: $105 – 275 | www.moseleycottage.net


    Cleftstone Manor | (207) 288-8086 | 92 Eden St | Rates: $130 – 195 | www.cleftstone.com


    Maples Inn | (207) 288-3443 | 16 Roberts Ave | Rates: $160 – 215 | www.maplesinn.com


    Anne’s White Columns Inn | (207) 288-5357 | 57 Mt Desert St | Rates: $110 – 165 | www.anneswhitecolumns.com


    Aysgarth Station | (207) 288-9655 | 20 Roberts Ave | Rates: $125 – 155 | www.aysgarth.com


    Canterbury Cottage | (207) 288-2112 | 12 Roberts Ave | Rates: $145 – 155 | www.canterburycottage.com


    Bar Harbor Regency | (207) 288-9723 | 123 Eden St | Rates: $142 – 190 | www.barharborregency.com


    Aurora Inn | (207) 288-3771 | 68 Mount Desert St | Rates: $169 | www.aurorainn.com


    The Bayview | (207) 288-5861 | 111 Eden St | Rates: $240 – 400 | www.thebayviewbarharbor.com


    Seacroft Inn | (207) 288-4669 | 18 Albert Meadows | Rates: $99 – 139 | www.seacroftinn.com


    Anchorage Motel | (207) 288-3959 | 51 Mount Desert St | Rates: $89 – 139 | www.anchoragebarharbor.com


    Holbrook House | (207) 288-4970 | 74 Mount Desert St | Rates: $89 – 179 | www.holbrookhouse.com


    High Seas Motel | (207) 288-5836 | 339 ME-3 | Rates: $75 – 145 | www.highseasmotel.com


    Inn At Bay Ledge | (207) 288-4204 | 150 Sand Point Rd | Rates: $150 – 475 | www.innatbayledge.info


    Emery’s On the Shore | (207) 288-3432 | 181 Sand Point Rd | Weekly Rates: $590 – 1,100 | www.emeryscottages.com


    Bass Cottage Inn (favorite) | (207) 288-1234 | 14 The Field | Rates: $230 – 370 | www.basscottage.com


    Hearthside Inn | (207) 288-4533 | 7 High St | Rates: $130 – 175 | www.hearthsideinn.com


    Ullikana In the Field | (207) 288-9552 | 16 The Field | Rates: $195 – 345 | www.ullikana.com


    Atlantean Cottage B&B | (207) 288-5703 | 11 Atlantic Ave | Rates: $180 – 250 | www.atlanteaninn.com


    Chiltern Inn | (207) 288-3371 | 11 Cromwell Harbor Rd | Rates: $189 – 399 | www.chilterninnbarharbor.com


    MDI’s Quiet Side


    Asticou Inn (favorite) | (207) 276-3344 | 15 Peabody Dr; Northeast Harbor | Rates: $155 – 380 | www.asticou.com


    Colonels Suites | (207) 288-4775 | 143 Main St; Northeast Harbor | Rates: $219 | www.colonelssuites.com


    Harborside Inn | (207) 276-3272 | 48 Harborside Rd; Northeast Harbor | Rates: $125 – 195 | www.harboursideinn.com


    Clark Point Inn B&B (favorite) | (207) 244-9828 | 109 Clark Point Rd; Southwest Harbor | Rates: $125 – 295 | www.clarkpointinn.com


    The Kingsleigh B&B | (207) 244-5302 | 373 Main St; Southwest Harbor | Rates: $160 – 315 | www.kingsleighinn.com


    Café Dry Dock & Inn | (207) 244-5842 | 357 Main St; Southwest Harbor | Rates: $110 – 185 | www.cafedrydockinn.com


    Lindenwood Inn | (207) 244-5335 | 118 Clark Point Rd; Southwest Harbor | Rates: $155 – 295 | www.lindenwoodinn.com


    The Inn at Southwest (favorite) | (207) 244-3835 | 371 Main St; Southwest Harbor | Rates: $140 – 190 | www.innatsouthwest.com


    Cranberry Hill Inn | (207) 244-5007 | 60 Clark Point Rd; Southwest Harbor | Rates: $110 – 155 | www.cranberryhillinn.com


    The Claremont Hotel | (207) 244-5036 | 22 Claremont Rd; Southwest Harbor | Rates: $225 – 335 | www.theclaremonthotel.com


    Harbor Ridge | (207) 244-7000 | 39 Freeman Ridge Rd; Southwest Harbor | Rates: $160 – 245 | www.harborridge.com


    Schoodic Peninsula


    Acadia’s Oceanside Meadows Inn | (207) 963-5557 | 202 Corea Rd; Prospect Harbor | Rates: $149 – 209 | www.oceaninn.com


    Black Duck Inn | (207) 963-2689 | 36 Crowley Island Rd; Corea | Rates: $140 – 200 | www.blackduck.com


    Bluff House | (207) 963-7805 | 57 Bluff House Rd; Gouldsboro | Rates: $85 – 120 | www.bluffinn.com


    Not all dining and lodging facilities are listed. Most chain hotels can be found nearby in Ellsworth, ME (~22 miles/40 minutes northwest of Acadia NP).


    Festivals


    Bar Harbor


    Birding Festival | June | www.acadiabirdingfestival.com


    Fourth of July | pancake breakfast, parade, lobster bake, lobster races, and fireworks


    Strawberry Festival | July


    Bar Harbor Music Festival | July | www.barharbormusicfestival.org


    Native American Festival | July


    Acadia Outdoor Concert | July


    Bike Bonanza & Ice Cream Social | August


    Bar Harbor Jazz Festival | August


    Bar Harbor Fine Arts Festival | August


    Acadia Night Sky Festival | September | www.nightskyfestival.org


    Garlic Festival | September | www.nostrano.com


    Early Bird PJ Sale and Bed Races | November


    MDI’s Quiet Side


    Open Garden Day | July | Northeast Harbor | www.gcmdgardenday.com


    MDI Marathon | October | Northeast Harbor | www.mdimarathon.org


    Harbor House Westside Bike Ride | May | Southwest Harbor | www.harborhousemdi.org


    Flamingo Festival | July | Southwest Harbor


    Oktoberfest | October | Southwest Harbor | www.acadiaoktoberfest.com


    Beyond MDI


    Windjammer Days Festival | June | Boothbay Harbor | www.boothbayharbor.com


    Old Port Festival | June | Portland | www.portlandmaine.com


    Blistered Fingers Bluegrass Festival | June | Litchfield | www.blisteredfingers.com


    Legacy of the Arts Festival | June | Trenton | www.legacyartsfestival.com


    Yarmouth Clam Festival | July | Yarmouth | www.clamfestival.com


    Bates Dance Festival | July | Lewiston, ME | www.batesdancefestival.org


    Bowdoin International Music Festival | July | Brunswick | www.bowdoinfestival.org


    North Atlantic Blues Festival | July | Rockland | www.northatlanticbluesfestival.com


    Northeast Historic Film Festival | July | Bucksport | www.oldfilm.org


    Maine International Film Festival | July | Waterville (between Augusta and Bangor) | www.miff.org


    Maine Lobster Festival | August | Rockland | www.mainelobsterfestival.com


    Machias Blueberry Festival | August | Machias | www.machiasblueberry.com


    Great Falls Balloon Festival | August | Lewiston | www.greatfallsballoonfestival.com


    American Folk Festival | August | Bangor, ME | www.americanfolkfestival.com


    Camden International Film Festival | September | Camden | www.camdenfilmfest.org


    Attractions


    In the Park


    Isleford Historical Museum | Cranberry Island | Open: Seasonal | Admission: Free (fee to reach island)


    Abbe Museum | Sieur de Monts Spring | Open: Seasonal | Admission: $3 | www.abbemuseum.org


    Wild Gardens of Acadia | Sieur de Monts Spring | Open: All Year | Admission: Free


    Near the Park


    Acadia National Park Tours | Bus tour of the park and Bar Harbor | (207) 288-0300 | 53 Main St; Bar Harbor | Open: Seasonal | Rates: $27.50/Adult | www.acadiatours.com


    Oli’s Trolley | Trolley tour of the park and MDI | (207) 288-9899 | 1 Harbor Ln; Bar Harbor | Open: Seasonal | Rates: $15 – 29/Adult | www.acadiaislandtours.com


    Scenic Flights of Acadia | (207) 667-6527 | Bar Harbor Rd; Trenton | Open: All Year | Rates: $46 – 188 | www.scenicflightsofacadia.com


    Acadia Air Tours | (207) 288-0703 | 1 West St; Bar Harbor | Open: All Year | Rates: $155 – 355 | www.acadiaairtours.com


    Ben & Bill’s Chocolate Emporium | Chocolate and ice cream shop | 66 Main St; Bar Harbor | (207) 288-3281 | Seasonal | www.benandbills.com


    Criterion Theatre | Movie/Performing Arts Theater | (207) 288-3441 | 35 Cottage St; Bar Harbor | Open: Seasonal | Tickets: $8/Adult | www.criteriontheatre.com


    Real Pizza Cinerama | Movie Theater | (207) 288-3811 | 33 Kennebec Place; Bar Harbor | Open: Seasonal | Tickets: $6/Seat | www.reelpizza.net


    Lulu Lobster Boat | Lobster boat tour | (207) 963-2341 | 55 West St; Bar Harbor | Open: Seasonal | Rates: $30/Adult | www.lululobsterboat.com


    ImprovAcadia | Improvisational comedy show | (207) 288-2503 | 15 Cottage St, 2nd Floor; Bar Harbor | Open: Seasonal | Tickets: $15/Adult | www.improvacadia.com


    Pirate’s Cove Miniature Golf | (207) 288-2133 | 368 ME-3; Bar Harbor | Open: Seasonal | Rates: $8.50/Adult | www.piratescove.net/location/7


    Abbe Downtown Museum | Explores Maine’s Native American Heritage | (207) 288-3519 | 24 Mount Desert St; Bar Harbor | Open: All Year | Admission: $6 | www.abbemuseum.org


    Bar Harbor Oceanarium | (207) 288-5005 | 1351 ME-3; Bar Harbor | Open: Seasonal | www.theoceanarium.com


    Bar Harbor Historical Society | (207) 288-0000 | 33 Ledgelawn Ave; Bar Harbor | Open: Seasonal | Admission: Free | www.barharborhistorical.org


    Kebo Valley Golf Club | (207) 288-3000 | 136 Eagle Lake Rd; Bar Harbor | www.kebovalleyclub.com


    Atlantic Brewing Co (favorite) | (207) 288-2337 | 15 Knox Rd; Town Hill, ME | Open: Seasonal | Admission: Free | www.atlanticbrewing.com


    Seal Cove Auto Museum | (207) 244-9242 | 1414 Tremont Rd; Seal Cove | Open: Seasonal | Admission: $5/Adult


    Acadia Repertory Theater | 1154 Main St; Mount Desert | Open: Seasonal | Tickets: $23/Adult | www.acadiarep.com


    Wendell Gilley Museum | (207) 244-7555 | 4 Herrick Rd; Southwest Harbor | Open: Seasonal | Admission: $5/Adult | www.wendellgilleymuseum.org


    Big Chicken Barn | Antiques and paper collectibles | (207) 667-7308 | 1768 Bucksport Rd; Ellsworth | www.bigchickenbarn.com


    Beyond the Park


    Burnham Tavern Museum | Site of the American Revolution’s first naval battle | Main St; Machias | Seasonal | www.burnhamtavern.com


    Seashore Trolley Museum | World’s largest electric rail museum | (207) 967-2712 | 195 Log Cabin Rd; Kennebunkport | Open: Seasonal | Admission: $8/Adult | www.trolleymuseum.org


    Desert of Maine | (207) 865-6962 | 96 Desert Rd; Freeport, ME 04032 | Open: Seasonal | Admission: $10.50/Adult | www.desertofmaine.com


    L.L. Bean Flagship Store | (877) 755-2326 | 95 Maine St; Freeport, ME 04033


    Musical Wonder House | (207) 882-7163 | 16-18 High St; Wiscasset, ME 04578 | Open: Seasonal | Admission: $10-45/Adult | www.musicalwonderhouse.com


    Camden Hills State Park (favorite) | (207) 263-3109 | 280 Belfast Rd; Camden, ME 04843


    Maine Coastal Islands NWR | (207) 546-2124 | PO Box 279; Milbridge, ME 04658


    Baxter State Park (favorite) | Mt Katahdin is this park’s centerpiece | (207) 723-5140 | 64 Balsam Dr; Millinocket | www.baxterstateparkauthority.com


    Maine Rafting | (207) 991-8448 | 14 Carriage Ln; Hampden | Open: Seasonal | Rates: $79+/Paddler | www.mainerafting.com


    Northern Outdoors Adventure Resort | (207) 663-4466 | Old Canada Rd National Scenic Byway, 1771 US Route 201; The Forks, ME 04985 | Seasonal | Rates: $74+/Paddler | www.northernoutdoors.com


    North Country Rivers (favorite) | (207) 672-4814 | 36 Main St; Bingham, ME 04920 | Open: Seasonal | Rates: $59+/Paddler | www.northcountryrivers.com


    Victoria Mansion | (207) 772-4841 | 109 Danforth St; Portland | Open: All Year | Admission: $15/Adult | www.victoriamansion.org


    Portland Museum of Art (favorite) | (207) 775-6148 | Seven Congress Square; Portland | Open: All Year | Admission: $10/Adult | www.portlandmuseum.org


    Allagash Brewing | (207) 878-5385 | 50 Industrial Way; Portland | Open: All Year | Admission: Free | www.allagash.com


    Children’s Museum & Theatre of Maine | (207) 828-1234 | 142 Free St; Portland | Open: All Year | Admission: $9/Person | www.kitetails.org


    Portland Observatory | (207) 774-5561 | 138 Congress St; Portland | Open: All Year | Admission: Tour Dependent | www.portlandlandmarks.org


    Pineapple Ketch | Sailing excursions | (207) 468-7262 | 95 Ocean Ave; Kennebunkport | Open: Seasonal | Rates: $40/Person | www.pineappleketch.com


    Franciscan Monastery | (207) 967-2011 | 28 Beach Ave; Kennebunk | Open: All Year | Admission: Free | www.framon.net


    Salem Witchhouse | Home of Judge Corwin’s witch trials | (978) 744-8815 | 310½ Essex St; Salem, MA 01970 | Open: Seasonal | Admission: $10.25/Adult | www.salemweb.com/witchhouse


    Hammond’s Castle | An eccentric inventor’s castle | (970) 283-2080 | 80 Hesperus Ave; Gloucester, MA 09130 | Open: Seasonal | Admission: $10/Adult | www.hammondcastle.org


    Paper House | House built in 1922 out of newspapers | (972) 546-2629 | Open: Seasonal | Admission: $2/Adult | 52 Pigeon Hill St; Rockport, MA 01966 | www.paperhouserockport.com


    Boston Science Museum | (617) 723-2500 | 1 Museum Of Science Driveway; Boston | Open: All Year | Admission: $21/Adult | www.mos.org


    Fenway Park (favorite) | (617) 226-6666 | 4 Yawkey Way; Boston | Open: All Year | Tour: $12/Adult | www.redsox.com


    Samuel Adams Brewery | (617) 368-5080 | 30 Germania St; Boston | Open: All Year | Tour: Donation Suggested | www.samueladams.com


    USS Constitution Museum | (617) 426-1812 | Building 22, Charlestown Navy Yard; Boston | Open: All Year | Tour: Donation Suggested | www.ussconstitutionmuseum.org


    Harpoon Brewery | (617) 574-9551 | 306 Northern Ave; Boston | Open: All Year | Tour: Free | www.harpoonbrewery.com


    JFK Presidential Library and Museum | (866) 535-1960 | Columbia Point; Boston | Open: All Year | Admission: $12/Adult | www.jfklibrary.org


    Skinny House (Boston) | A 4-story narrow (10.4 feet wide) house built out of spite | 44 Hull St; Boston, MA 02113


    Great Boston Molasses Flood Plaque | In 1919, 2-million gallons of molasses flooded these streets • The molasses was clocked at ~35 mph | 529 Commercial St; Boston, MA 02109
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    Cuyahoga Valley - Introduction
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    A great blue heron prepares for take-off © Jim Schmidt/NPS


    Northeastern Ohio might not be a place you expect to find a national park. Towering mountains and gaping gorges are nowhere to be found. But the national parks are all about surprises, and considering its location deep in the middle of the rust belt, Cuyahoga Valley might be the greatest surprise of them all. Miles of undeveloped land are nestled between the sprawling cities of Akron and Cleveland. The valley’s geographic beauty may not be as grand or majestic as the natural wonders of the West, but it’s an area rich in history and culture. Now a recreational respite, this area has endured decades of development, trade, industry, and pollution before a few thoughtful conservationists began to push for a new era of preservation and protection. The Cuyahoga Valley’s history is far from typical of most national parks, but its present is the same: the area has been restored and protected for the enjoyment of the people.


    As the Cuyahoga River twists and turns for 22 miles through the center of the park it lives up to its name, meaning “crooked” in the Iroquois language. The same Native Americans who named the river used it as a trade route for thousands of years. By 1795, the river formed the northern boundary between Indian Territory and the United States.


    Imaginary boundaries were drawn and erased. Treaties written then ignored. It wasn’t long until Ohio became the hub of American industrialization. In 1827, the Ohio & Erie Canal was completed. It connected the Great Lakes region with the Gulf of Mexico via the Mississippi, Ohio, and Cuyahoga Rivers. The route dramatically improved shipping of goods and people to the Great Plains States. Companies like BF Goodrich and Standard Oil prospered, while the Cuyahoga River perished.


    The region’s rapid development, booming industry, alarming population growth, and inadequate infrastructure spawned a river filled with sewage and industrial waste. So saturated with oils, gases, and chemicals, it was infamously referred to as “the river that burned,” catching fire at least thirteen times between 1868 and 1969. A fire in 1969 was short in duration, lasting only 24 minutes, but huge in environmental impact, prompting Time Magazine to write that the water “oozes rather than flows” and that a person “does not drown but decays.” The pointed article helped galvanize an environmental movement, which spurred the passing of water quality legislation. State and federal environmental agencies and Earth Day were established thanks to the “river that burned” and the activism it inspired. President Gerald Ford signed a bill creating Cuyahoga Valley National Recreation Area in 1974 and in 2000, Congress changed its designation to a national park. Decades of treatment and restoration efforts have improved water quality. Wildlife has returned. But it’s far from the pristine waterway it once was. Boating and swimming are still not recommended and fish caught in these waters are not to be eaten.


    The Cuyahoga Valley has been used for recreational purposes since the late 19th century. Recreation began with modest boat trips and carriage rides. Eventually, railroads led to obsolescence of the Ohio & Erie Canal, but the path used by horses and mules to tow seafaring vessels is still used today by hikers and bikers. Twenty miles of the 101-mile Towpath Trail passes through Cuyahoga Valley and it is one of the park’s most popular destinations. The railway also serves as a tourist attraction. Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad travels from Canton to Akron and on to Cleveland, making seven stops within the park. Themed excursions, including everything from beer tasting to book reading, are offered throughout the year. The park’s urban location lends itself to some atypical attractions like golf courses, a music center and theater, and a ski resort. You can also explore several original and re-created heritage sites where employees in time-period wardrobe serve as your guides.


    Cuyahoga Valley’s unique combination of nature, history, development, destruction, and restoration has formed a park that is as much a walk through history as it is a walk in the wild. If you take the time to experience some of the park’s time period presentations and ranger-led excursions you are sure to have an entertaining, educational, and memorable experience.

  


  
    Essential Information (CUVA)


    15610 Vaughn Road | Brecksville, Ohio 44141 | (216) 524-1497 or (800) 445-9667 | www.nps.gov/cuva


    Established: October 11, 2000 | Size: 33,000 Acres | Annual Visitors: 2.5 Million | Peak Season: Summer


    Hiking Trails: 186 Miles


    Activities: Hiking, Biking, Train Rides, Picnicking, Golf, Horseback Riding, Fishing, Paddling, Bird Watching, Cross-Country Skiing, Snowshoeing, Downhill Skiing, Sledding, Concerts, Theater, Art Exhibits, Museums, and Festivals


    Campgrounds: No Car Camping | 5 Primitive Sites are available at Stanford House for long distance bikers/hikers on the Towpath Trail


    Park Hours: All day, every day (some areas close at dusk)


    Entrance Fee: None

  


  
    When to Go (CUVA)


    Cuyahoga Valley is open all year. Weekends are busy, especially during the summer. Spring wildflowers and fall foliage tend to attract crowds that are larger than usual. Winter visitation is moderate.


    Boston Store Visitor Center is open all year, daily from 10am – 4pm.


    Canal Visitor Center is open daily from 10am – 4pm in the summer and from 10am – 4pm, Wed – Sun from fall to spring.


    Frazee House, located at 7733 Canal Road in Valley View about 3 miles south of Rockside Road, was closed for stabilization at the time of publication. Check the park’s website for info.


    Hunt Farm Visitor Information Center has the following hours:


    Spring: Sat and Sun, 10am – 4pm | Summer: Daily, 10am – 4pm | Fall: Sat & Sun, 10am – 4pm | Winter: Closed


    NPS Park Headquarters is open all year, Mon – Fri, 8am – 4:30pm


    Peninsula Depot Visitor Center has the following hours:


    Spring: Sat and Sun, 10am – 5pm | Summer: Mon and Tue, 10am – 4pm; Wed – Sun, 9am – 7pm | Fall: Wed – Sun in September and October, 9am – 7pm, Sat and Sun in November, 10am – 4pm | Winter: Sat and Sun, 10am – 4pm


    Winter Sports Center at Kendall Lake is open Saturdays and Sundays, January through February, Martin Luther King Day and Presidents’ Day, 10am – 4pm


    Stanford Campsites (thru-hikers and bikers only • reservation required)


    Open late May – Oct • $18/day | (330) 657-2909, ext. 119 | 6093 Stanford Road; Peninsula, OH 44264 (81° 33.414’ W) (41° 16.233’ N)

  


  
    Transportation & Airports (CUVA)


    Cuyahoga Valley National Park is located in an urban area. Many roads provide access to the park. Greyhound (800.231.2222, www.greyhound.com) has a bus station in downtown Cleveland and Akron. Amtrak (800.872.7245 or www.amtrak.com) serves Cleveland.


    Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad (800.468.4070, www.cvsr.com) travels from Canton – Akron – Cleveland, making seven stops within park boundaries.


    The closest airports are Cleveland Hopkins International Airport (CLE) and Akron – Canton Regional Airport (CAK).

  


  
    Directions (CUVA)


    Canal Visitor Center is approximately 11 miles from downtown Cleveland. Traveling by car, from the north, take I-77 south to exit 157 for OH-21/Granger Road/Brecksville Road toward OH-17. Merge onto OH-21/Brecksville Rd. Turn left at Rockside Road. Turn right at Canal Road. The visitor center will be on your right.


    Canal Visitor Center | 7104 Canal Road, intersection of Canal and Hillside Roads; Valley View, OH 44125 (81° 36.805’ W) (41° 22.355’ N).


    Boston Store Visitor Center is approximately 18 miles from downtown Akron. Traveling by car, from the south, take OH-8 north. Turn left at E Hines Road and continue on to Boston Mills Road. The visitor center will be on your left.


    Boston Store Visitor Center | 1548 Boston Mills Road, east of Riverview Road; Peninsula, OH 44264 (81° 33.512’ W) (41° 15.803’ N).

  


  
    Cuyahoga Valley National Park Map


    [image: cuva.ai]


    Download the Cuyahoga Valley National Park map here.

  


  
    Best of Cuyahoga Valley
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    Blue Hen Falls © Eduard Toerek/NPS


    Waterfall Hike: Brandywine Falls


    Runner-up: Blue Hen Falls


    2nd Runner-up: Buttermilk Falls


    Leaf-Peeping Hike: The Ledges


    Runner-up: Tinkers Creek Gorge


    Family Fun: Ride the Railroad


    Runner-up: Bike Ohio & Erie Towpath


    2nd Runner-up: Hike to Ice Box Cave*


    *Ice Box Cave is presently closed to slow the spread of a disease to the park’s bat population.

  


  
    Hiking (CUVA)
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    Brandywine Falls in the summer ©Tom Jones/NPS


    Many city dwellers search out sites of natural beauty to escape the stress and frenetic pace of an urban lifestyle. The Cuyahoga Valley provides such a location for the people of Akron and Cleveland. With 186 miles of hiking trails it’s a great place to clear your mind and enjoy some fresh air.


    Cuyahoga Valley was used for recreation as early as the late 1800s, but the region wasn’t developed as a park until the 1910s to 1920s. In 1929, Hayward Kendall, a Cleveland coal baron, willed 430 acres around Ritchie Ledges to the state of Ohio with the lone stipulation that the “property should be perpetually used for park purposes.” His generous donation created Virginia Kendall Park, named in honor of Hayward’s mother. Here you’ll find one of the park’s premier hikes, Ledges Trail. Its trailhead is located at Ledges Parking Area just off Kendall Park Road, which becomes Truxell Road. This moderate 2.2-mile hike leads to dramatic eroded sandstone formations known as The Ledges.


    Haskell Run Trail is located near The Ledges. Parking is available at Happy Days Lodge Parking Area on the north side of Route 303. The trailhead for this easy 0.5-mile hike is in the southeast corner of the parking lot directly adjacent to the lodge.


    Haskell Run and Ledges Trail intersect the trail to Ice Box Cave. It’s not exactly a cave, but kids still enjoy the trek to a cool, moist, 50-foot deep slit in solid rock. To pick up the trail from Haskell Run, simply take a short connector trail up a hill and to the left after crossing the first wooden bridge. Wooden steps make the climb easier, and the connector trail intersects Ledges Trail. Turn left along the base of Ritchie Ledges and continue about 0.4-mile to the cave. An excursion to Ice Box Cave* adds about 1 mile to the total hiking distance of either The Ledges or Haskell Run trails. It may not be a cave, but it still can be cold and dark in the Ice Box, so remember to pack a jacket and flashlight.


    There are more than 70 waterfalls in Cuyahoga Valley. The most popular is 60-foot Brandywine Falls, which you can view from an overlook near Inn at Brandywine Falls, or trek 1.25 miles through Brandywine Gorge to get a firsthand look. This moderate hike begins at Brandywine Falls Parking Area on Stanford Mills Road, west of Brandywine Road in Boston Heights. The trail to Brandywine Falls and its overlook are two of the most popular park destinations. You can expect a bit of company, but the views and hike are well worth it.


    Blue Hen is the next waterfall on the pecking order of Cuyahoga Valley’s Most Popular. Compared to Brandywine Falls, Blue Hen is merely a trickle, but the small amount of water cascading over rock has considerable appeal. Three narrow ribbons of water fall over a wide, rocky face before cascading into a shallow pool. The 1.2-mile trail is easy to moderate, and its trailhead is located on Boston Mills Road one mile west of Riverview Road in Boston. The trailhead parking area is quite small, but overflow parking has been added on the south side of the road. A viewing area offers excellent views of the falls. A bit of scrambling will get you to the waterfall’s base. The slightly more impressive 20-foot Buttermilk Falls is less than 1-mile downstream from Blue Hen. This trail was recently added and is a more rugged trek.


    Tinkers Creek Gorge is a National Natural Landmark in the northeast corner of the park, and holds the Great Falls of Tinkers Creek in Viaduct Park and Bridal Veil Falls. Bridal Veil Falls Trailhead is located on Gorge Parkway, 1.4 miles northwest of Egbert Road and about 1 mile east of Overlook Lane in Bedford Reservation. It’s an easy 0.25-mile hike to the falls.


    Chippewa Creek Trail begins at Brecksville Nature Center parking lot on Chippewa Creek Drive, about 0.5-mile south of State Route 82. This scenic 2.5-mile loop follows both sides of Chippewa Creek. Note that the creek may be impassable during periods of high water. For a moderate to difficult hike, try the Old Carriage Trail between Jaite and Boston. This 5.25 mile trip starts at Red Lock Trailhead located on Highland Road, one half mile east of Riverview and Vaughn Roads.


    The 1,300 mile Buckeye Trail circles the state of Ohio and runs for 30 miles through Cuyahoga Valley, briefly joining Towpath Trail in the park’s southern half. It is well maintained by the Buckeye Trail Association and can be accessed from eight locations within the park. Stretches vary from easy to difficult and anywhere from 1.5 to 7 miles between access points. Towpath Trail is another great hiking choice. The segment north of Ira Road Trailhead (see the park map) is particularly nice.


    *Ice Box Cave is presently closed to slow the spread of a disease to the park’s bat population.

  


  
    Biking (CUVA)


    There are four major bicycle trails in the Cuyahoga Valley. Most renowned of these is the Ohio & Erie Towpath Trail. This 101-mile crushed stone path follows the historic Ohio & Erie Canal Route, and 20 of its most scenic miles span the length of the park. Along the way you’ll find picnic areas, restrooms, and train depots. Thanks to the Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Valley Railroad you can have an incredibly unique biking experience. Bike from depot to depot and then take the train back to where you started. With the railroad’s Bike Aboard! Program cyclists and their bikes ride the train for the reasonable price of $2/person.


    You’ll also find more than 70 miles of paved bike paths in the park. Summit County Bike & Hike Trail follows the park’s border for nearly 17 miles. Just between Brecksville and Bedford Metroparks you’ll find over 60 miles of paved trails.


    If you need to rent a bike or pick up last minute parts there are a few shops in the area. Each of the following businesses offers bike rental:


    Century Cycles | (330) 657-2209 (rentals only) | 1621 Main Street; Peninsula, OH 44264 | Mon – Thu: 10am – 8pm, Fri – Sat: 10am – 6pm, Sun: noon – 5pm | Bike: $8/hour; Trailer: $8/hour; Tag-a-long: $4/hour | www.centurycycles.com


    Blimp City Bike & Hike | (330) 836-6600 | 1720 Merriman Road; Akron, OH 44313 | Tues – Thurs: 10am – 8pm, Fri & Sat: 10am – 6pm, Sun: Noon – 5pm, Mon: Closed | Bike: $8/hour | www.blimpcitybikeandhike.com


    Ernie’s Bicycle Shop | (330) 832-5111 | 135 Lake Ave NW; Massillon, OH 44647 | Mon – Fri: 10am – 8pm, Sat: 8am – 6pm, Sun: 10am – 5pm | November 1 – March 31, Sun 10am – 5pm | Bike: $5 – 10/hour | www.erniesbikeshop.com


    The following bicycle shops do not offer bike rental.


    Brecksville Velo Sport | (440) 740-0154 | 7740 Chippewa Road; Brecksville, OH 44141 | Mon – Fri: 10am – 6pm, Sat: 10am – 5pm, Sun: Closed | www.breckvelosport.com


    Falls Wheel & Wrench Bike Shop | (330) 928-0533 | 2445 State Road; Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44223 | Mon – Fri: 10am – 8pm, Sat: 10am – 6pm, Sun: noon – 4pm | www.fallswheelandwrench.com

  


  
    Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad
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    The Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad © Jack Rigby/NPS


    One of the most unique and entertaining experiences in the valley is taking a ride aboard the Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad (CVSR). Owned by the National Parks Service (NPS), it’s one of the oldest, longest, and most scenic tourist excursions the NPS offers. The hard part isn’t deciding whether or not to ride the CVSR; it’s choosing which excursion to take.


    Akron Explorer lets visitors combine a train ride through the Cuyahoga Valley with a trip to one of Akron’s main attractions: Akron Art Museum, Akron Zoo, Hale Farm & Village, or you can have lunch at the Spaghetti Warehouse.


    Peninsula Explorer Tour stops at Peninsula where passengers can enjoy unique shops, galleries, and restaurants during a 1.5 hour layover.


    National Park Scenic Excursion ($10 – 25) gives visitors a relaxing, enjoyable trip to see the wildlife and scenery of Cuyahoga Valley.


    Young at Heart Program ($12 for 55+, $17/adult, $12/child) gives adults ages 55 and older an opportunity to explore the natural and cultural history of the park. Seasonal wine and beer-tasting trains are also offered ($45 – 55 coach/club, $65 – 75 first class, and $80 – 92 executive class/dome seats).


    In winter, The Polar Express is offered, where children are encouraged to wear pajamas aboard the train while The Polar Express is read out loud. A Christmas Tree Adventure brings families to Heritage Farms where they can pick out a Christmas tree to buy and take home.


    Be sure to call CVSR or click on their website to view all seasonal excursions. It’s common for National Park rangers to narrate train rides. Passengers will find their knowledge and spirit to be both enlightening and entertaining. The depth and variety of excursions offered by the CVSR make it an attraction that appeals to just about everyone.


    Cuyahoga Valley Railroad | (800) 468-4070 | 2325 Stine Road; Peninsula, OH 44264 | Adult: $8 – 26, Senior: $8 – 20, Child: $8 – 12 | www.cvsr.com

  


  
    Horseback Riding (CUVA)


    Exploring the park on horseback provides an interesting perspective of the park’s landscapes and wildlife, and there are 86 miles of signed and designated horse trails at Cuyahoga Valley. However, there are no horse rental or guide services within the park, so visitors keen on riding must trailer their own horses in. Station Road parking lot, close to Brecksville Reservation, has large pull-through parking spots allowing easy parking and access. Here you’ll find several miles of trails around Brecksville Stables Area. If you’re unfamiliar with the area, be sure to inquire about trail closures, difficulty, and access before heading out for a ride.

  


  
    Water Activities (CUVA)


    [image: water_NPS.PSD]


    A turtle hiding out in the Cuyahoga Valley © Jim Schmidt/NPS


    Current restoration efforts are improving water quality of the Cuyahoga River, but high pollutant levels are frequently recorded, especially after heavy rainfalls. While the Cuyahoga River can be paddled, it is not recommended and there are no paddle-sport outfitters in the area. Swimming is prohibited.


    Fishing, however, is permitted. More than 65 species of fish are found in the park. Catch-and-release fishing is encouraged, and eating fish from the river is not recommended. Motorboats are prohibited within the park, and lakes are occasionally closed for resource management. A fishing license is required in accordance with Ohio regulations. Kendall Lake, Indigo Lake, Brushwood Lake, Conrad Farm Pond, Goosefeather Pond, and Arrington Pond are recommended fishing locations.

  


  
    Golf (CUVA)


    There are four privately owned and operated golf courses within the park.


    Astorhurst Country Club | (440) 439-3636 | 7000 Dunham Road; Cleveland, OH 44146 | Rates: $15.50 – 16.50/9-holes, $27 – 29/18-holes | www.golfastorhurst.com


    Brandywine Golf Course | (330) 657-2525 | 5555 Akron Peninsula Road; Peninsula, OH 44264 | Rates: $15 – 19/9-holes, $21 – 31/18-holes | www.golfbrandywine.com


    Shawnee Hills Golf Course | (440) 232-7184 | 18753 Egbert Road; Bedford, OH 44146 | Rates: $9.50 – 23 | www.clemetparks.com


    Sleepy Hollow Golf Course | (440) 526-4285 | 9445 Brecksville Road; Cleveland, OH 44141 | Rates: $16 – 27 | www.clemetparks.com

  


  
    Bird Watching (CUVA)


    Cuyahoga Valley is an ideal location for bird watching. The park’s varied landscapes provide habitat for more than 248 species. After an extended absence due to excessive pollution, blue herons and bald eagles are once again nesting here. Herons are often seen in February as they scavenge for materials to build or repair their nests. Hundreds of nests have been found perched high above the Cuyahoga River at sites north of Route 82 and just south of Bath Road. From February until July you can see herons at either Bath Road heronry (from a pullout along Bath Road) or Pinery Narrows heronry (from Towpath Trail, 0.5-mile north of Station Road Bridge). Nesting bald eagles can also be found in this area. They returned in 2006 after an absence of more than 70 years.


    Beaver Marsh is a great place to spot wood ducks and other waterfowl during their migrations in March and November. Solitary vireos, winter wrens, hermit thrushes, and black-throated warblers frequent the moist hemlocks near Ritchie Ledges in late spring. Red-breasted nuthatches and golden-crowned kinglets call Horseshoe Pond their home from late October through early March. The grassland near the former coliseum site (near the intersection of I-80 and I-271 on W. Streetsboro Rd/OH-303) is now habitat for eastern meadowlark, bobolink, savannah sparrow, grasshopper sparrow, and Henslow’s sparrow. These species can be seen during their summer breeding season, and it is asked that you stay on the edge of the grassland from April to August because many of these birds nest on the ground.

  


  
    Winter Activities (CUVA)


    There are nearly as many ways to enjoy Cuyahoga Valley National Park in winter as there are in summer. Winter Sports Center at Kendall Lake Shelter (located at 1000 Truxell Road, two miles west of Akron Cleveland Road, in Peninsula) offers cross-country skiing and snowshoeing. The Winter Sports Center is open daily (when snow depth is greater than four inches), Dec 26 – 31; Sat & Sun, Jan 2 – Feb 28; Martin Luther King Day, and President’s Day, 10am – 4pm. Call (330) 657-2752 to confirm.


    Snowshoe rental is available at Boston Store Visitor Center (open daily from 10am – 4pm except Christmas and New Year’s Day) when snow depth is four inches or greater. Snowshoes cost $5 per pair per day. A popular winter hike is The Ledges where you may be able to see spectacular icicle formations.


    Cross-country ski rental is available at the Winter Sports Center ($15/day, $7.50/half-day) when snow depth is six inches or greater. Ski instruction is also available with advanced registration (330.657.2752). Towpath Trail is straight, flat, and popular among cross-country skiers.


    Ice fishing is permitted on the park’s lakes and ponds. Sledding is available at Kendall Hills on Quick Road. Parking is available at Pine Hallow (5465 Quick Road, Peninsula) or Little Meadow (5249 Quick Road, Peninsula) Parking Areas.


    Brandywine Ski Resort offers downhill skiing and snowboarding. Tubing is available Friday through Sunday next door at Polar Blast Tubing Park.


    Boston Mills & Brandywine Ski Resort | (800) 875-4241 | 1146 W Highland Road; Northfield, OH 44067 | Lift Ticket: $28 – 41 (Adult), $28 – 36 Junior, Free (Child & Senior) | Rental: $28 (Adult & Senior), $23 (Junior & Child) | Helmet: $10 | Lessons: $20 (Group), $45 (Private) | www.bmbw.com


    Boston Mills: Mon – Thurs 10am – 9:30pm, Fri 10am – 10pm, Sat 9am – 10pm, Sun 9am – 9pm


    Brandywine: Mon – Thurs: 3:30pm – 9:30pm, Fri: 3:30pm – 10pm, Sat: 9am – 10pm, Sun: 10am – 9pm


    Polar Blast: Fri: 5pm – 10pm, Sat: 10am – 10pm, Sun: 10am – 9pm

  


  
    Did you know? (CUVA)


    
      	Established in 2000, Cuyahoga Valley is one of the newest national parks.


      	From the 1830s to the 1860s, Ohio became the third most prosperous state, largely due to success of the Ohio & Erie Canal.


      	The cities of Boston and Peninsula were centers for ship-building and canal commerce during the booming canal days.

    

  


  
    For Kids (CUVA)
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    Ice Box Cave © Jack Rigby/NPS


    Kids (ages 7 – 12) can take part in the park’s Junior Ranger Program and children (ages 4 – 6) can participate in the Junior Ranger, Jr. Program. These programs are typically offered during the summer. The park also offers multi-day camps and ranger-led hikes throughout the summer. Check seasonal park schedules online or at a visitor center for an up-to-date listing of all the great programs geared towards children. Hiking to Blue Hen Falls or Ice Box Cave, or riding the rails are excellent family activities.

  


  
    Ranger Programs (CUVA)


    If the land is the park’s body, then the rangers are its soul. Joining a ranger-led excursion is one of the best ways to enhance your visit. You have a myriad of choices, ranging from bird watching to monarch butterfly monitoring, alien invasions (invasive plant and animal species) to surveying a cemetery, and star gazing to bat watching. Check the park’s schedule online or at a visitor center, and then let the rangers make your visit a little more memorable.

  


  
    Flora & Fauna (CUVA)
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    A white-tailed deer and its reflection © Jim Schmidt/NPS


    More than 900 plant species thrive in Cuyahoga Valley. Spring, when wildflowers are in bloom, and fall, when deciduous trees are shedding their leaves, are the most popular seasons to view the valley’s plantlife. Wildflowers are most abundant in moist areas near creeks and streams far from trees whose leaves block the sun’s light. You may encounter these flowers: spring beauty, yellow trout lily, toothwort, hepatica, bloodroot, dwarf ginseng, Virginia bluebells, spring cress, purple cress, rue anemone, foam flower, twin leaf, bishop’s cap, squirrel corn, violets, jack-in-the-pulpit, and many species of trillium. The grasses, trees, and wildflowers play an important role in making this a special place, so appreciate them, or at the very least, don’t step on or pick any flowers.


    Just as the park serves as a retreat for weary city-dwellers, it is a refuge for a variety of wildlife. For the most part mammals consist of small critters like squirrels, chipmunks, and mice. But you’ll also find white-tailed deer, raccoons, and woodchucks scurrying about. You may not see beavers, but you will see their handiwork in the form of felled trees and dammed streams. If you’re lucky you may catch a glimpse of a coyote or river otter. These species naturally returned to the park in recent years. Also residing here are dozens of species of reptiles, amphibians, insects, and birds.

  


  
    Pets (CUVA)


    Pets must be kept on a leash no more than six feet in length at all times. Only service animals are allowed in park buildings and on the train.

  


  
    Accessibility (CUVA)


    Canal and Boston Store Visitor Centers, as well as Hunt Farm Visitor Information Center, Frazee House, Happy Days Lodge, and Towpath Trail are accessible to wheelchair users. Contact the park or CVSR with specific questions, comments, and concerns.

  


  
    Weather (CUVA)


    Weather in the Cuyahoga Valley is typical of the Midwest. Winters are cold and often snowy. The Cleveland area averages 61 inches of snowfall, but annual accumulation varies greatly from year to year. Average annual precipitation is 35 inches, with 20 inches accumulating between the months of April and September. Summers are typically hot and humid with unpredictable thunderstorms. Most guests travel to the park in summer, but fall might be the ideal time to visit, when cool, crisp, clear days and colorful foliage make the valley particularly inviting.


    [image: Temp_Graphs.ai]

  


  
    Vacation Planner (CUVA)
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    Rays of sunlight shining through the Ledges © Tom Jones/NPS


    Most visitors travel to the park on a summer weekend when many ranger programs are offered and the majority of park attractions are open for business. The following two day itinerary will help you plan your Cuyahoga Valley vacation. Please note that camping is not available in the park and Inn at Brandywine Falls provides the only lodging. Dining, grocery stores, lodging, festivals, and attractions outside the park are listed in the What’s Nearby Section.


    Day 1: Begin your trip at Canal Visitor Center. It’s a renovated 1820s Canal House where you can watch a short video on the park, view exhibits, and have your questions answered. Exhibits explore the history of the Ohio & Erie Canal. You can even witness a demonstration of how a lock works at Lock 38, the last operational lock in the park. Remember to browse the list of ranger-led activities, and plan around any excursions you want to take part in. From here it’s a short drive to Tinker’s Creek Gorge. Decide for yourself whether you walk the trails or take in the beautiful vistas from overlooks along Tinkers Creek Road, then return to Ohio & Erie Canal Scenic Byway and head south along the length of the park. Along the way you’ll pass Frazee House (stop if you’re interested in early 19th century architecture). Continue south to Boston Mills Road, where you’ll want to head west to Blue Hen Falls parking area. Stretch your legs on this short but rewarding hike. Before calling it a day in the Cuyahoga Valley, stop at Brandywine Falls, the crown jewel of the park. It’s an excellent place to picnic or watch the sunset.


    Day 2: Start your day by driving to Kendall Park Road. Stop at Ledges for a late morning hike. Then return to Riverview Road, continuing south to Ira. Here you’ll explore Towpath Trail on foot (or bike). As you walk through Beaver Marsh, imagine horses and mules pulling boats through the canal. Nearby is a reconstructed version of the 1870s Everett Road Covered Bridge. Ohio led the nation in covered bridge construction when they were in fashion. Everett Road Covered Bridge is one of more than 2,000 covered bridges in the state, but it is important enough to the community and the park that it was rebuilt after a flood destroyed it in 1975. Hale Farm and Village is located nearby. You could easily spend an entire day at this site where you are transported to the 1860s. Watch spinning, weaving, pottery-making, blacksmithing, candle-making, glass-blowing, basket-making, and other aspects of 19th century farm-life in Cuyahoga Valley.


    When you consider everything the Cuyahoga Valley has to offer, two days isn’t nearly enough time to experience it all. Be sure to come back and ride the Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad, take in a concert at Blossom Music Center (summer home of the Cleveland Orchestra) or a play at Porthouse Theater.

  


  
    What’s Nearby (CUVA)
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    Download the What’s Nearby maps here.


    Dining


    Winking Lizard | (330) 467-1002 | 1615 Main St; Peninsula, OH 44264 | Entrée: $7 – 11 | www.winkinglizard.com


    Fisher’s Café & Pub | (330) 657-2651 | 1607 Main St; Peninsula, OH 44264 | Entrée: $8 – 17 | www.fisherscafeandpub.com


    Fisher’s Café & Pub | (330) 657-2651 | 1391 Boston Mills Rd W; Peninsula, OH 44264


    Babushka’s Kitchen | (330) 468-0402 | 9199 Olde 8 Rd; Northfield Center, OH 44067 | www.babushkafoods.com


    Angie’s Pizza | (216) 524-8100 | 6932 Hillside Rd; Independence, OH 44131


    Aladdin’s Eatery (favorite) | (216) 642-7550 | 6901 Rockside Rd; Independence, OH 44131 | www.aladdinseatery.com


    Lockkeepers | (216) 524-9404 | 8001 Rockside Rd; Valley View, OH 44125 | Entrée: $17 – 33 | www.lockkeepers.com


    Austin’s Wood Fire Grille | (440) 546-1003 | 8121 Chippewa Rd; Cleveland, OH 44141 | Entrée: $13 – 28 | www.austinsrestaurants.com


    Vaccaro’s Trattoria | (330) 666-6158 | 1000 Ghent Rd; Akron, OH 44333 | Entrée: $14 – 29 | www.vactrat.com


    Ken Stewart’s Lodge | (330) 666-8881 | 1911 N Clevleand-Massillon Rd; Bath, OH 44333 | Entrée: $15 – 40 | www.kenstewartsonline.com


    Downtown 140 | (330) 655-2940 | 140 N Main St; Hudson, OH 44236 | Entrée: $18 – 30 | www.downtown140.com


    Hudsons On the Green | (330) 650-1955 | 80 N Main St; Hudson, OH 44236 | Entrée: $8 – 20 | www.3foodies.com


    Yours Truly Restaurant | (330) 656-2900 | 36 S Main St; Hudson, OH 44236 | Entrée: $9 – 13 | www.ytr.com


    Carrie Cerino’s Ristorante | (440) 237-3434 | 8922 Ridge Rd; North Royalton, OH 44133 | Entrée: $14 – 28 | www.carriecerinos.com


    Creekside Restaurant and Bar | (440) 546-0555 | 8803 Brecksville Rd; Brecksville, OH 44141 | Entrée: $14 – 22 | www.creeksiderestaurant.com


    2182 Brecksville (favorite) | (440) 717-9463 | 8918 Brecksville Rd; Brecksville, OH 44141 | Entrée: $15 – 27 | www.2182brecksville.com


    Courtyard Café | (440) 526-9292 | 7600 Chippewa Rd; Brecksville, OH 44141 | Entrée: $9 – 21 | www.courtyardbrecksville.com


    Shoeless Joe’s BBQ | (330) 467-2271 | 9377 Olde 8 Rd; Northfield, OH 44067 | Entrée: $4 – 17 | www.sjbbq.com


    Tinkers Creek Road Tavern | (216) 642-3900 | 14000 Tinkers Creek Rd; Walton Hills, OH 44146


    Fat Casual BBQ | (330) 748-4690 | 223 East Highland Rd; Macedonia, OH 44056


    Long-Yun Restaurant | (330) 908-3988 | 307 Highland Rd E; Macedonia, OH 44056


    Pulp Juice & Smoothie Bar | (330) 467-0022 | 746 E Aurora Rd # 11; Macedonia, OH 44056


    Grocery Stores


    Heinen’s Fine Foods | (440) 740-0535 | 8383 Chippewa Rd, Brecksville, OH 44141 | www.heinens.com


    Sam’s Club | (440) 232-2582 | 23300 Broadway Ave; Oakwood Village, OH 44146


    Walmart Supercenter | (216) 587-0110 | 22209 Rockside Rd; Bedford, OH 44146


    Lodging


    Inn At Brandywine Falls | (330) 467-1812 | 8230 Brandywine Rd; Northfield, OH 44067 | Rates: $139 – 325/night | www.innatbrandywinefalls.com


    Shady Oaks Farm B&B | (330) 468-2909 | 241 West Highland Road; Northfield, OH 44067 | Rates: $150 – 250/night | www.shadyoaksfarmbnb.com


    Jeremiah B King Guest House | (330) 650-0199 | 272 N Main St, Hudson, OH 44236 | Rates: $155 – 175/night | www.kingguesthouse.com


    Hudson’s Historic Inn | (330) 342-0340 | 34 Aurora St; Hudson, OH 44236 | Rates: $150 – 170/night | www.hudsonshistoricinn.com


    The Cobbler Shop B&B | (800) 287-1547 | 121 E Second St; Zoar, OH 44697 | www.cobblershop.com


    Hilton Garden Inn | (330) 405-4488 | 8971 Wilcox Dr; Twinsburg, OH 44087 | Rates: $159 – 193/night | www.clevelandtwinsburg.stayhgi.com


    Most restaurant and hotel chains can be found nearby in Macedonia and Richfield. Rates are subject to change.


    Festivals


    Chalk Art Festival | May | Public Square; Medina, OH


    Northeast Ohio Polka Fest | June | Old Firehouse Winery; 5499 Lake Rd; Geneva-on-the-Lake, OH | www.oldfirehousewinery.com


    Riverfront Irish Festival | June | Riverfront Centre, Riverfront Parkway | Cuyahoga Falls, OH | www.riverfrontirishfest.com


    Avon Heritage Duct Tape Festival | June | Veteran’s Mem. Park; 37001 Detroit Rd; Avon, OH | www.ducttapefestival.com


    Pioneer Festival | (330) 666-3711 | June | Hale Farm & Village; 2686 Oak Hill Rd; Bath, OH 44210 | www.wrhs.org


    Italian American Festival | July | (330) 699-9911 | Riverfront Centre, Riverfront Parkway | Cuyahoga Falls, OH | www.festaitalianacf.com/festa


    Pro Football Hall of Fame Festival | July | (330) 456-8207 | 2121 George Halas Dr NW; Canton, OH | www.profootballhoffestival.com


    Akron Arts Expo | July | (330) 375-2835 | Hardesty Park; Wallhaven Dr; Akron, OH | www.akronartsexpo.org


    National Hamburger Festival | August | (716) 565-4141 | Lock 3 Park, 200 S Main St; Akron, OH | www.hamburgerfestival.com


    Twins Day Festival | August | World’s largest gathering of twins | Twinsburg, OH


    Yankee Peddler Festival | September | (412) 831-2526 | Clay’s Park Resort | OH-93 and OH-21; Canal Fulton, OH | www.yankeepeddlerfestival.com


    Loyal Oak Cider Festival | September | (330) 825-8866 | Crawford-Knecht Cider Mill; Akron-Wadsworth and Cleveland Massillon Rds; Norton, OH


    IngenuityFest | September | Detroit Superior Bridge; Cleveland, OH | www.ingenuitycleveland.com


    Oktoberfest | September | (330) 699-9911 | Riverfront Centre, Riverfront Parkway; Cuyahoga Falls, OH | www.oktoberfestcfo.com


    Barberton Mum Fest | September | Lake Anna Park & Gazebo, Barberton | www.cityofbarberton.com/govt/MumFest


    Hale Farm Harvest Festival | October | (877) 425-3327 | Hale Farm and Village | 2686 Oak Hill Rd; Bath, OH


    Covered Bridge Festival | October | Covered Bridge Capital of the World: Ashtabula, OH | www.coveredbridgefestival.org


    Attractions


    In the Park


    Blossom Music Center | (330) 920-8040 | 1145 W Steels Corners Rd; Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44223


    Hale Farm & Village (favorite) | (330) 666-3711 | 2686 Oak Hill Rd; Bath, OH 44210 | Tickets: Depends on Program | www.wrhs.org


    Cuyahoga Valley Historical Museum | (330) 657-2892 | 1775 Main St; Peninsula; OH 44264 | www.peninsulalibrary.org


    Brecksville Nature Center | (440) 526-1012 | 9305 Brecksville Rd; Cleveland, OH 44141 | www.brecksville.oh.us


    Porthouse Theatre Co | (330) 672-3884 | 1145 W Steels Corners Rd; Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44223


    Near the Park


    Geauga Lake’s Wildwater Kingdom | (330) 562-8303 | 1100 Squires Rd; Aurora, OH 44202 | Admission: $30/Adult | www.geaugalake.com


    Regal Cinemas Hudson Cinema 10 | (330) 655-3584 | 5339 Darrow Rd; Hudson, OH 44236 | Tickets: ~$10/Adult | www.regmovies.com


    Cinemark At Macedonia | (330) 908-1005 | 8161 Macedonia Commons Blvd; Macedonia, OH 44056 | Tickets: ~$9/Adult | www.cinemark.com


    Fun ’n’ Stuff | (330) 467-0820 | 661 Highland Rd E; Macedonia, OH 44056 | www.fun-n-stuff.com


    North Woods Bowling Lanes | (330) 467-7925 | 10435 Valley View Rd; Macedonia, OH 44056 | www.northwoodslanes.com


    Dittrick Museum of Med History | Located at Case Western Reserve University | (216) 368-3648 | 11000 Euclid Ave; Cleveland, OH 44106 | Admission: Free | www.case.edu


    Cleveland Museum of Art | (216) 421-7340 | 11150 E Blvd; Cleveland, OH 44106 | Admission: Free | www.clevelandart.org


    USS Cod (favorite) | (216) 566-8770 | 1034 N Marginal Rd; Cleveland, OH 44114 | Admission: $7/Adult | www.usscod.org


    A Christmas Story House | Original house from the movie: A Christmas Story | (216) 298-4919 | 3159 W 11th St; Cleveland, OH 44109 | Admission: $8/Adult | www.achristmasstoryhouse.com


    West Side Market | (216) 664-3386 | Ste C9, 1979 W 25th St; Cleveland, OH 44113 | www.westsidemarket.org


    Cleveland Browns Stadium | (440) 891-5001 | 1085 W 3rd St, Cleveland, OH 44114 | Tours: $5/Person | www.clevelandbrowns.com


    Progressive Field | Home of the Cleveland Indians | (216) 420-4487 | 2401 Ontario St; Cleveland, OH 44115 | Tours: $7.50/Adult | www.cleveland.indians.mlb.com


    Quicken Loans Arena | Home of the Cleveland Cavaliers | (216) 420-2000 | 1 Center Court, Cleveland, OH 44115-4001 | www.nba.com/cavaliers


    Lake View Cemetery | (216) 421-2665 | 12316 Euclid Ave, Cleveland, OH 44106 | www.lakeviewcemetery.com


    Great Lakes Science Center | (216) 574-6262 | 601 Erieside Ave; Cleveland, OH 44114 | Admission: $10/Adult | www.glsc.org


    Cleveland Metroparks Zoo (favorite) | (216) 661-6500 | 3900 Wildlife Way; Cleveland, OH 44109 | Admission: $11/Adult | www.clemetzoo.com


    Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum | (216) 781-7625 | 1100 Rock and Roll Blvd; Cleveland, OH 44114 | Admission: $22/Adult | www.rockhall.com


    Old Arcade (favorite) | (216) 696-1408 | 401 Euclid Ave # 155; Cleveland, OH 44114 | www.theclevelandarcade.com


    Akron Zoological Park | (330) 375-2525 | 500 Edgewood Ave; Akron, OH 44307 | Admission: $10/Adult | www.akronzoo.org


    McKinley Presidential Library & Museum | (330) 455-7043 | 800 McKinley Monument Drive NW; Canton, OH 44708 | Admission: $8/Adult | www.mckinleymuseum.org


    Canton Classic Car Museum | (330) 455-3603 | 123 6th St SW; Canton, OH 44702 | Admission: $7.50/Adult | www.cantonclassiccar.org


    Canton Palace Theatre | Performing Arts/Movie Theater | (330) 454-8172 | 605 Market Ave N; Canton, OH 44702 | www.cantonpalacetheatre.org


    Pro Football Hall of Fame | (330) 456-8207 | 2121 George Halas Dr NW; Canton, OH 44708 | Admission: $21/Adult | www.profootballhof.com


    Beyond the Park


    Kelleys Island Ferry (favorite)| See Kelly’s Island’s Glacial Grooves | (419) 798-9763 | 510 W Main St; Lakeside Marblehead, OH 43440 | www.kelleysislandferry.com


    Warther Museum | See incredible wood carvings | (330) 343-7513 | 331 Karl Ave; Dover, OH 44622 | Admission: $13/Adult | www.warthers.com


    Henry Ford Museum (favorite) | Home of Edison’s Last Breath | (313) 982-6001 | 20900 Oakwood Blvd; Dearborn, MI 48124 | Admission: $15/Adult | www.thehenryford.org


    Cedar Point/Soak City Amusent Parks (favorite) | (419) 627-2350 | 1 Cedar Point Dr, Sandusky; OH 44870 | Admission: $47/Adult | www.cedarpoint.com


    Kalahari Waterpark Resort | (419) 433-7200 | 7000 Kalahari Dr; Sandusky, OH 44870 | Admission: $39/Adult | www.kalahariresorts.com


    The Merry-Go-Round Museum | (419) 626-6111 | 301 Jackson St; Sandusky, OH 44870 | Admission: $6/Adult | www.merrygoroundmuseum.org


    Ghostly Manor Thrill Center | Ghostly Manor ($11), 4D Theater ($7), Skateworld | (419) 626-4467 | 3319 Milan Rd; Sandusky, OH 44870 | www.ghostlymanor.com

  




End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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