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Cleveland is the county seat of Bradley County, which is located in the southeastern section of Tennessee. This 1957 map shows the Cleveland area, which is about 30 miles from Chattanooga, 80 miles from Knoxville, and 120 miles from Atlanta.
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This postcard entitled “Bird’s-eye View of Cleveland, Tenn.” shows Cleveland in the 1940s.
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This postcard carries the sentiments of many of Cleveland’s residents.






INTRODUCTION

The Cherokee lived alone in Bradley County until Andrew Taylor married a Cherokee and was granted a reservation at the present location of Cleveland. “Taylor’s Place” was known by the early settlers as a favorite stopping place due to the many springs in the vicinity. In December 1835, the Treaty of New Echota was signed between the Cherokee and the United States Government whereby the Cherokee ceded the Ocoee District in Tennessee for land in Oklahoma.

The Tennessee State Legislature formally designated Cleveland as the county seat of Bradley County on January 20, 1838. Cleveland was named in honor of Col. Benjamin Cleveland of North Carolina, a Revolutionary War hero at the Battle of King’s Mountain. The city of Cleveland was incorporated on February 4, 1842.

When the land office opened the first Monday in November 1838, Cleveland was a small lively village. The principal business houses consisted of four or five stores, several groceries or saloons, and two blacksmith shops. Col. R.M. Edwards described the Cleveland of 1838 as follows: “The courtyard was full of large oak and hickory trees, and all east of that was a swampy glade, full of pine and sweet-gum trees and bushes. Lea Street (now Broad Street) was the main ‘big road,’ as then called, from the Cherokee Agency at Charleston to Ross’s Landing (now Chattanooga).”

In 1837 the Methodists and Presbyterians organized congregations in Cleveland; in that same year Oak Grove Academy was granted a charter to educate boys. The Ocoee Bank, chartered in 1854, was the first bank established in Cleveland. In 1866 the Cleveland National Bank was established as the first locally owned national bank. The Cleveland Banner was established May 1, 1854, by Robert McNelley. The East Tennessee and Georgia Railroad reached Cleveland in 1851. The railroad was responsible for Cleveland’s first major industrial venture—a rolling mill used to process copper from the nearby Copper Basin. In 1855 a stock company built a steam rolling mill.

In 1852 Miss Rosine Parmentier of New York City visited Cleveland and provided the following description of the city: “This village is well laid out; the streets are wide and straight, many of them planted with trees. The courthouse is a square brick building with a sort of steeple. The most polite Negro whom I have seen during my travels certainly is ‘Ned,’ a servant belonging to Mrs. Inman, the lady who keeps the hotel.”

The importance of Cleveland in the War between the States is shown in a message President Abraham Lincoln sent to Gen. Henry W. Halleck on June 30, 1862: “To take and hold the railroad at or east of Cleveland, Tennessee, I think is as fully important as the taking and holding of Richmond.” For a period of time, the Confederacy was supplied with 90 percent of its copper from nearby Polk County, and most of the copper was loaded on the railroad at Cleveland. The citizens of Cleveland were split about equally between Union and Confederate sympathizers. Both armies occupied Cleveland during the War between the States, and the people and land suffered severely from both sides.

Cleveland was described in 1877 as one of the most handsome towns in Tennessee. Its population was 1,658. The principal manufacturing companies were the Cleveland Woolen Mill, established in 1880; the Cleveland Stove Works, 1883; and the Cleveland Chair Factory, 1884. There were also extensive marble works established in 1875 and a sash and blind factory.

Around 1890, Col. R.M. Edwards reported that Cleveland could boast of 9 practicing physicians, 12 attorneys, 11 general mercantile stores, 14 grocery stores, 2 millinery establishments, 2 tinware shops, 3 furniture stores/undertaking establishments, 3 hardware stores, 3 drugstores, 6 butcher shops, 1 shoe store, 7 licensed saloons, 2 hotels, and 3 livery stables.

At the turn of the 20th century, A.J. Tomlinson, a birthright Quaker shoe salesman from Indiana, came to Cleveland and became the General Overseer of the small holiness sect known as the Church of God. The church grew rapidly and held an annual assembly in Cleveland to conduct its business. A publishing department, school, and church offices were established. In 1923, a major division in the church occurred resulting in two Pentecostal Churches of God headquartered in Cleveland. Later, further divisions would result in five church groups calling Cleveland their world headquarters.

Education has been important to Cleveland since its founding in 1836. The Oak Grove Academy for boys and the Masonic Female Institute were early efforts to provide an education. Central Grammar School was started in 1885, becoming a high school that merged with Bradley High School in Charleston to form Bradley Central High School in 1916. The Cleveland public school system started Cleveland High School in 1966. Centenary Female College, Bob Jones College, Lee College, Tomlinson College, Kent College, the National School of Business, and Cleveland State Community College all sought to provide education at the college level.

As throughout the New South, industry has been important to the growth of Cleveland. The stove foundries, cut and sew plants, and hosiery mills employed most of the workers through World War I, the Great Depression, and World War II. Then the economy changed drastically with new industry moving down from the North. American Uniform moved from Minneapolis to Cleveland in 1949. Bowaters, Olin, Mallory Battery, and Bendix were to follow.

Cleveland is a great place to live. The citizens have always had a special spirit of cooperation and resourcefulness. The Cleveland Associated Charities began in 1938 and later became part of the United Way of Bradley County. The chamber of commerce will celebrate its 75th anniversary in 2000. In 1997, Bradley County’s population was 80,220 and Cleveland’s population was 33,755. Cleveland is Tennessee’s eleventh largest city and the second largest Cleveland in America.




One

STREET SCENES

I proceeded on, and my horse being in a tolerable willing humor, we at length reached an American settlement called Cleveland, newly made on the road from Calhoun on the Hiwassee, in Tennessee, to Gainesville in Georgia. Being now on a stage road, and no longer being embargoed, I inquired for the best tavern, and was directed to a clean house kept by a person named [Major James] Berry . . . Twelve months ago there was not a building of any sort here; but such is the activity of these people that already they have got a street and a square, and a tavern, and stores upon the plan of the older settlements.


 —George W. Featherstonehaugh 
July 28, 1837 
A Canoe Voyage up the Minnay Sotor (pp. 220–221)
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The courthouse square is the center of activity for a county seat. Cleveland was no exception. Shown here is what could have been a typical Saturday on the courthouse square about 1910. Notice the unpaved streets, the horse-drawn buggies, the striking courthouse clock, and the Odd Fellows sign above W.O. Haggard’s grocery store.
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Around the turn of the 20th century, a photographer named Russell made a series of four photographs of Cleveland. Here is the “Craigmiles Block,” including the opera house with its majestic facade, the hardware stores, and the Craigmiles Building.
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This is Ocoee Street north of the courthouse. Craigmiles Opera House, the tallest building in Cleveland at that time, can be seen in the center of the photograph.
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North (later Second) Street is the northern border of the courthouse square. The Ramsey Building is seen with a two-story porch. The Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. occupied the upstairs of the right corner building.
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This part of Ocoee Street was unpaved until after World War I, but had several fine retail establishments.
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A scene about 1910 on Central Avenue (formerly Berry Street) shows the First Christian Church on the left and Berry Street Baptist Church on the right.
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Snow on Ocoee Street makes a lovely winter scene. The horse-drawn buggies were on runners rather than wheels.
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The third Bradley County Courthouse was built in 1893 at a cost of $75,000. It was considered by many one of the most picturesque courthouses in Tennessee. This building was replaced in 1964 with the current structure.
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This postcard shows the courthouse square with the bandstand on the right. The tall building in the distance is the Cherokee Hotel.
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Fike Furniture and Fike Funeral Home were on the north side of the courthouse square. The bandstand (in center) was used for community gatherings, such as musical concerts. In the 1940s snake-handlers preached scriptural holiness from the steps of the bandstand.
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This postcard shows Ellis Pharmacy, former home of the Peoples Bank. The bank opened in September 1911. Its doors were closed in 1931, when the firm went into receivership with patrons receiving about 75 percent of their accounts.
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Shown on this postcard is the Tennessee Electric Power Company (TEPCO) office next to the Craigmiles Opera House building. TEPCO, the privately owned power company, had its home office in Cleveland during the building of the two powerhouses and dams on the Ocoee River. Cleveland was the third largest city in the 1920s served directly by TEPCO, being surpassed only by Nashville and Chattanooga. TEPCO was taken over by the Tennessee Valley Authority in 1939.
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As pictured in this 1893 scene, the Ramsey Building on the north side of the courthouse housed several prominent businesses, including the following: The Shoe Store, New York Racket Store, and Cleveland Life Mutual Association. The church on the left is Broad Street Methodist Episcopal Church, South. The building on the left with the cupola is Central Grammar School. Notice the blocks of granite used as stepping stones to aid in crossing the unpaved street.
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This is another scene of the Ramsey Building, but with new tenants, Dobson & Co. and J.C. Penney. Notice the parking meters, which were used from January 1947 until September 1974.
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Next door to S.H. Kresge was the Bohemia Theater, which opened with silent films on February 11, 1911. The theater closed in 1955. When it closed, the price of admission was 15¢ for a child and 35¢ for an adult.
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Merchants Bank on Ocoee Street is seen on the right. The building has Art Deco motifs enhancing the solid granite face of the exterior. Ocoee Street had two-way traffic at this time (1933–1967).
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The block of Ocoee Street north of the courthouse housed many fine businesses in the 1940s and 1950s. Parks-Belk Co. is on the right. Apler’s Shoe Store and Miller’s are on the left.
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On Ocoee Street south of the courthouse were located Sterchi Brothers Furniture Store, Cleveland National Bank, and Cleveland Bank & Trust Co.
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Bob Green’s Restaurant was located in the Ocoee Hotel Building. Called the Ocoee House, it was built by Cowan and Tibbs and was the tallest structure in East Tennessee at that time. A three-story brick building with 50 guest rooms, dancehall, and large dining room, the hotel became a favorite stopping place for salesmen and tourists. During the Civil War, this building was used as a hospital. A horse-drawn carriage was operated from the railroad station to the hotel. The Ocoee House was demolished in 1964 for the construction of Merchant Bank offices.
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The three-story building in the center, constructed by Calvin Hardwick, housed The Spot, a famous local eatery for several generations. The National School of Business advertised that it occupied “the entire third-floor.” During the 1980s, with many veterans receiving the GI Bill, National had over 800 students. The Hobby Mart and Wood’s Jewelers were in adjacent buildings.
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The Princess Theater was located on Ocoee Street across from Johnston Park. Built in 1927 at a cost of $115,000, it was state-of-the-art in building design. Opening September 3, 1927, with the program “Red Raiders and Smoke Eaters,” it was the first theater in Cleveland to have “talking pictures.”
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Speck Hospital (1921–1962) was the first general hospital in Bradley County. It was opened by Dr. Carl T. Speck Sr. when he returned from the Army after service in World War I, and was located in a new two-story building constructed at the corner of Inman and Broad Street. The hospital was also known as Cleveland General Hospital. By 1929, it housed 36 private rooms and two wards of four beds each.
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Bradley Memorial Hospital on Chambliss Avenue opened on December 31, 1952. The 52-bed hospital was hailed by the press as “a twentieth century hospital . . . trim, clean-cut, efficient, but harmonious and rhythmical.”
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This aerial photograph of Bradley Memorial Hospital in December 1962 shows the expansion of the hospital in ten years. Note the abundance of farmland available in Cleveland at that time.
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Seen here is D. Wilger, a photographer in the 1930s, who made the following series of aerial photographs of Cleveland in 1939.
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Looking east, the courthouse is on the left with Johnston Park on the right. College Hill School is the building at top center. The Cleveland Coffin Company is located just north of the railroad overpass.
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This view is from the south looking north. The Cherokee Hotel is the tall building at the lower center; First Methodist Episcopal Church is located at the bottom right; and the Cleveland Milling Company is located at the top right.
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This photograph shows Inman Street in the center. At that time Inman Street began at Worth Street. The Hardwick Woolen Mill and Hardwick Stove are on the right.
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The Southern Railway Depot was very active until the 1970s. The building on the left was used during the Civil War to house prisoners awaiting rail transportation. In more recent years, it became the offices of the Cleveland Plywood Company.
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Another view of the Southern Depot as seen from the west shows the Raht House left of center. Notice the horse waiting at the depot.
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~Dave Waugemot. 2—Wheeler Knox. 8—Sam Womack. ‘4—Reid Keys, 5—Earnest Rymer. 6—Walter Pankey
7—Fletcher Bowman. 8—Willie Humphries, 9—Andy McAmis., 10—Dave McAmis. 11—Harry Humphries.
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CELEBRATION

Cleveland Tenn.,
JULY 4th, 1900.

Firemen’s Contest Base Ball,
Bicycle Races, Fireworks,
Foot Races, Contests,
Sack Raoes, Musie, &e., &e.

Grand Colored Cféké \i;t;lk'

BAI.ll}ON ASGENSIGN AND PARAGHUTE LEAP

Program of the Day
9:00 a. m —Bazeball Games,
9:30 8. m.—~Bicycle Races; Prize $2.00 and $1.00.
under 15 years of age, $£1.00.
10:00 a. m.~8treet Parade.
10:30 a. m.~Wheeolbarrow Race; Prizes $1.50 and $1.00.
10:46 ». m.—=Catching Greasy Pig; Prize—the Pig.

For boys

11:00 a. m. to 12:00 m.~~Band Concert, Court Yard.

11 :00 a. m.—Fiddler’s Contest ; Prize $2.50.

11 30 a. m~I"ie Eating Contest ; Prize $1.00.
AFTERNOON.

1:00 p. m.~--Foot Race, (white); Frize $2.00.

1:16 p. m.—Sack Race, (white); Prize $2.00.

1:80 p. m.—Grand Colored Cake Walk ; Prizes $5.00 and #3.00.

2:00 p. m.—Day Fireworks and Balloon Ascensions.

2:80 p. m.—~Firemon’s Contest.

8:00 p. m.—Balloan Ascension and Parachute Leap,

8:80 p. m.—Base Ball; Prize $15.00.

7:00 to 8:00 p. m.~~Band Concert.
8:80 p. m.—Fireworks,
9:00 p. m. -—Gruml Ball at ()pcrn House,

———————— — —
Reduce d Rates on Rullron(le.
O: L. HarpWICK, Lhm. JAmw ML!\AM\ Treas.

Bascox Rockgs, Vice Chm, J. HArpix JOHNSTOX, Secy.

Come and Enjoy the Day With Us.
“JULIUS HABDWICK Grand Marshal.

1 xmr!nr- C
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CHARTER AND BY="LAWS
John D. Tragnor’'GCGamuyp,

NO. 3590

CONFEDERATE VETERANS,
CLEVELAND. TENNESSEE.
: 1806, i R

L OWRANEMLL P RTER CLNTNL AN YRNN
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TENNESSEE G. A.R.

Department Encampment,

* REUNION %
Cleveland, May 16 and 17, 1905

HeavQuarTirs DEPARTMENT OF TENNESSEE,
GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC.
KnoxvirLe, TENN,, April 5, 1905.

INFORMATION CIRCULAR.

The Twenty-Second
Eucampment of this
Department and Re-
union will be held at
Cleveland, ou Tues-
day aud Weduesday,
May 16 and 17,
Tuesday will be de-
voted to reunion of
veteraus by twos,
squads and companies
—just as many as can get together in au informal way. It is also
contemplated to bold social reunions of several Tenuessee Regiments
at some bour during the day. Busiuess meetings of the G. A. R. Council
of Administration, the W. R. C. Executive Board, and the avnual meeting
of “The Loyal Women's Monument Association” will be held during the
day. The hours for these meetings to be made known to those interested.
At night will be held a Graud Camp Fire, for the success of which
the Local Committee is earnestly working. Siuging the National airs and
old time war songs by a chorus of one hundred voices will be a feature.
Five and len winute talks by prominent veterans will be in order. War
stories will be told, and the comrade who tells the biggest will be given
the freedom of the Court House yard during his stay.
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“Southern Railway Depot,” Cleveland, Tenn.
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Dedication of Nonmument,
1948
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SOJOURNER. STOP FOR A mMOMENT AND
MEDITATE ON THE NAMES OF THE MEN
JF BRADLEY COUNTY WHO GAVUE THEIR
LIVES IN THE SECOND WORLD WAR THAT
-YOu MIGHT CONTINUE TO ENJOY THE
PRICELESS HERITAGE OF FREEDOM

JAMES O. BLANKENSHIP. &

BILLY WWWEAUER 2%
ART uans GHT

A FINNELL &
S RLFINNELL.”
NIS
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I&ROCERS
JOHD A SALMONS
WILLIAM X, nqmw
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JESSE me
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CLAUDE J,
JOSEPH L.
JAMES B, MRRETT
1 SWAFFORD

i?

CID H. HAWY

TJESSEE POTEET

JESSEE 1. PULLIN

*EMORY CASS

GEORGE H.PARKS
FRED A KING
JOHD 0. BELL
JIMMIE MCMURRAY
MIL3URN K. WATTEN3ARGER
WILBURN GASTON
J.2 O'NEAL.JR:
D.L.MESSER
ARCHIE M. WALLACE®
HAROLD CHADWICK
RICHARD 3IGHAM
JESSEE EOWARDS
ALBERT G, CROSS
C.L.ELMORE
JOHN R. MATZELLE!
ALEXANDER NEWTON
GLAUDE nﬂB% :
809D L.MARTIN ~
Jamas RO38INS

£ R, BAOWN

s Y QTIS HEWETT

B
JRMS CAS
PHUL w. RU KER

5 ANCOCK
‘ngﬁm DAIS

mmm

MES L. HICKS

~ REELOON CHAMBERS
“UERNARD R. MURRAY

COURVILLE 8. TARPLEY
WALLACE H. WELCH
RAY H.OGLE

DENNIS 5. CRISP
MAXWELL GREEN
JESSE WILLIS
WILLIAM LONGWITH
JAMES S.URRNELL, JR
FRED McNABS

HOMER R.YOUNG. JR
LLOYD W.RQBERT
ROY G MOORE
DOVEL C. DAUENPORT
HORACE £ HAWK. I3
WItLIAm 4. morkow
CARL T DUFF

HOWARD GOODNER
PAUL JONES

DAVID LEE

*JAMES C.ALANE

JAMES CHRAMBERS
CHESTER L. HANEY
RAYMOND MccAnn
HAROLD E£.SPICER
HOMER QR'ISme Young
JOHN W.FREEMAN
"EARL LFREEMAN
UIRGLE D. FREEMAN. Jr
PAUL WARE

JOHN 8. MURRAY
JOHN 8. BROCK
CLYDE M. RAULSTON
H. P. KIMSEY
CHARLES EDWARD HiN
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Residence of W. P. Sykes, Cleveland. Tenn
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Ocoee St looking North from 32%° St
Cleveland, 7ean. Y-51
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ARNOLD PMEMORIAL SCHQOL
CLEVEL AND
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BUSINESS SECTION, CLEVELAND, TENN 19

)COEE STREET
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