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Let’s talk of graves of worms, and epitaphs; Make dust our paper, and with rainy eyes Write sorrow on the bosom of the earth. Let’s choose executioners, and talk of wills: And yet not so,—for what can we bequeath, Save our deposed bodies to the ground? Our lands, our lives, and all are Bolingbrook’s, And nothing we can call our own but death, And that small model of the barren earth Which serves as paste and cover to our bones, For God’s sake let us sit upon the ground, And tell sad stories of the death of kings; How some have been depos’d; some slain in war;

Some haunted by the ghosts they have depos’d; Some poisoned by their wives; some sleeping kill’d;

All murder’d;—for within the hollow crown

That rounds the mortal temples of a king Keeps death his court; and there the antic sits, Scoffing his state, and grinning at his pomp; Allowing him a breath, a little scene, To monarchize, be feared, and kill with looks; Infusing him with self and vain conceit, As if his flesh which wall about our life, Were brass impregnable; and humour’d thus, Comes the last, and with a little pin Bores through his castle-wall, and—farewell, King!


 —William Shakespeare 
King Richard II, Act III, Scene II






 On the cover: Shown is the South Cemetery in East Hampton. (Author’s collection.)
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They haunt your breezy hillsides, green vales and thundering floods, they linger by your gliding streams and mid your moss-draped woods, they sit beside your green old graves in shadow and in sheen, and move among your household gods though voiceless and unseen. Then ye who make your happy homes where once their homes have been, deem also this your heritage, to keep their memories green, to shield within your heart of hearts, the glorious trust ye hold, and bear unstained the names they bore, those brave proud men of old.”

—Cornelia Huntington
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INTRODUCTION

The earliest visitors to North America were the Vikings, Norse warriors who settled the northern regions sometime during the first and second centuries. Upon hearing of Columbus’s voyage to the Indies, the Italian explorer John Cabot, sailing under the English flag, while looking for Asia, landed somewhere between Nova Scotia and Maine in 1497. Giovanni da Verrazano, an Italian sailing for France, became the first to explore the northern Atlantic coast in 1524. He sailed along the shores of what is now South Carolina, northward to the bay of New York harbor. He then continued along the south shore of Long Island, assuming it to be a peninsular extension of the mainland.

A lapse in exploration of almost 100 years occurred until stimulated by the trading companies of the English and the Dutch. The search for the true nature of the area was revived in 1607 with Henry Hudson’s search for a northwest passage to the Orient. Hudson sailed his ship, the Half Moon, along the east coast of North America. He traveled 150 miles up the Hudson River before abandoning the search. This led the Dutch to claim the area as a colony they called New Amsterdam. Hudson failed, however, to discover the true nature of the island as he then continued his search northward. On a later journey in 1611, Henry and his son met an ignominious end when they were set adrift in a small boat in Hudson Bay by a mutinous crew and were never heard from again.

Hudson’s explorations stimulated interest among the Dutch merchants. In 1611, Adrian Block (1567–1627), visited the area and returned to the Netherlands with not only pelts, but two Native Americans as well. As a result of this voyage a statement was issued by offering incentives to stimulate further exploration. With this offer in mind, Block made another voyage in 1614, aboard the Tyger. He received a setback when the ship caught fire while moored in the bay in lower Manhattan and was destroyed. Undaunted by the accident, Block and his men spent the winter building a second ship, which they named the Restless. This small ship, only 42 feet long and weighting in at a mere 16 tons, allowed Block to continue his journey. With it he was able to navigate the sometimes violent straight connecting the East River to the sound. He called this narrow channel Hellegat, “bright passage,” after a tributary of a river in Flanders. Whether or not the name was also intended to reflect the waters he sailed through is problematical. Depending on the stage of the tide, the conditions range from halcyon to dangerously turbulent, as many a captain has found out too late to save his ship. Block continued his journey eastward, and one of his crew may well have been the first European to step ashore at Montauk. He returned home after hitching a ride aboard another vessel. Block’s map was the first to show that the presumed peninsula was, in fact, a long island. Other maps of the period, such as Visscher’s in 1683, were based on Block’s exploration.

And, coming late to the party were two puritan groups. Both Southold and Southampton arrived at the eastern end of Long Island in 1640. The South Fork was settled by a group from Lynn, Massachusetts, who had been evicted from the site of their first landing at Oyster Bay. The English settlers were seeking religious freedom. Initially they were largely their own masters politically as well.

All that changed in the year 1664, when Charles II, King of England, gave to his brother, the Duke of York, a patent in the New World. Overnight, the duke became the proud possessor of Long Island, Westchester, and Staten Island, as well as upstate New York and the western portion of Connecticut. Early Long Island was now under the rule of the Duke of York, and life for the puritan colonists “out East” was never the same.

The stories of the East Enders who made the history of these and later times may be found in many of the cemeteries of the South Fork. In the pages that follow, a few (too few) of these courageous men and women are recalled. The book is organized as a tour, from West to East. The reader may, of course, join the tour at any point. The only regret the author has is that there are far more cemeteries that will be found here. The readers are encouraged to institute their own searches. They will find the results most rewarding.
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This detail from a facsimile of Nicholaes Visscher’s “New Belgium and New England,” 1656, shows Long Island. (Courtesy Stony Brook University, Special Map Collection.)






One

EASTPORT TO WESTHAMPTON BEACH
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After the colonists settled Southampton in 1640, they began to slowly migrate westward. The expansion was slowed by lack of roads and a dispute with the Native Americans over land ownership. Eventually, the colonists reached Speonk, today’s Eastport, from both Southampton to the east, and East Moriches, in the town of Brookhaven to the west. Brookhaven was founded in 1655 by Europeans from Massachusetts and had gradually expanded southward. Eastport lies on the boundary between the two towns. It was not until shortly before the Revolution that the eastern settlers began to take up permanent residence in the village. The town line runs through the Speonk River, on which, in the late 1700s, Col. Joshua Smith of East Moriches built a dam. A gristmill and a sawmill were then built on West Pond, upstream of the dam. Eastport was, for a while, the center of the Long Island duck industry. To the east are the hamlets of Speonk, Remsenburg, and Westhampton. The latter, especially, is the first of the summer playgrounds for the “city dwellers” to the west. (Courtesy Stony Brook University, Special Map Collection.)
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Methodism came late to Long Island. The early settlers were initially free of any religious establishments. Eventually, the Presbyterian and Congregational churches began to flourish. It was not until 1764, when the Rev. John Whitfield preached in the Hamptons, that the voice of a Methodist was heard on the East End. The first Methodist church was built in New York City in 1768, and the first on Long Island was built 17 years later. After the Revolution ended in 1783, Methodist circuit riders began to visit the East End. Although the larger part of the village is in Brookhaven, a cemetery lies just east of the boundary, behind the Methodist Protestant Church, which was built in 1845.
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Dennis Dewey Rose was born on October 31, 1946. He was a 1964 graduate of Eastport High School. In 1968, he graduated New York Maritime College at Fort Schuyler as an Ensign in the Naval Reserve and third officer in the Maritime Service. By 1983, he had advanced his license to master and was a lieutenant commander and in the Naval Reserve. He was then also the first officer of the SS American Trader, the largest container ship afloat at that time. (Courtesy Dewey and Clarice Rose.)



[image: e9781439633830_i0008.jpg]

Dennis Dewey Rose was killed in a tragic accident when a massive wave struck his ship, off the coast of California. He foreshadowed, perhaps, the impending tragedy while visiting a cemetery in Remsenberg. Accompanied by his wife, he turned to her and said, while looking at a particular stone, that that was the type he wanted for his own marker. His wife, Marcia Rice Rose; two sons, Dewey D. and Ryan R.; as well as his parents, Dewey and Clarice Tuthill Rose, survive Dennis.
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The Historic Remsenburg Cemetery is located on a quiet lane and is well maintained by the Remsenburg Association. There are about 11 to 15 graves in this Tuthill family cemetery, including John Tuthill (1728–1805). He came to Speonk with his four sons and built a blacksmith shop on the main road. Shown is the first example of a historical marker placed by the Daughters of the American Revolution. The inscription reads “James Tuthill / 1758–1826 / Erected by / Col. Josiah Smith Chapter.”
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Buried in this cemetery behind the church is Sir Pelham Grenville Wodehouse (1881–1975). The son of a civil servant, he was born in England in Guildford, Surry. After graduating from Dulwich College, he worked for two years at a bank prior to taking up writing as his profession. Upon moving to Hollywood, he became a highly successful screenwriter. He eventually became a prolific novelist, writing well over 100 novels and other stories under various pseudonyms as well as his own name.
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P. G. Wodehouse’s best-known characters are the valet Jeeves and Berti Wooster. His best-known novels are Jeeves and Blandings Castle. Wodehouse was also an accomplished lyricist and collaborated with Cole Porter on the musical Anything Goes. He wrote the lyrics for the song “Bill” in Showboat. In 1955, he became an American citizen and lived out his years in Remsenburg, which he called Bensonburg in the novel French Leave. He died on Valentine’s Day in 1975.
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The Jagger-Waldo family cemetery is one of the many small family burial grounds found on the South Fork. Located on the south side of Montauk Highway, it is well maintained and still in use. In defiance of the duke’s laws of 1665, which forbade burials on private property, East Enders continued to bury family members on farms and private land. Among the many Jaggers found here is Albert P. Wells (1838–1903), a cotton broker who lived on the opposite side of the highway.
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Every year, Bide-A-Wee (stay awhile) takes in thousands of unwanted animals from both public and local animal control agencies. The animals are given shelter, food, and medical care. Most animals are successfully placed with carefully screened adopters. Only the incurably ill are put to sleep. A fully equipped clinic is also open to the public. At the Westhampton Beach facility, a retirement home and bereavement counseling are also offered to the pet owners.
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At Wantagh and Westhampton, there is also a Memorial Park that offers a final resting place for deceased animals. The love between the owners and their pets may be seen throughout the cemetery. Religious symbols are commonly inscribed on the tombstones. Expressions of love are everywhere. Some of the more famous animals found in the parks include Richard Nixon’s Checkers, New York City Fire Department Dalmatians, New York City Police Department horses, and World War II K-9 Corps mascot Sarg.
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The most prominent feature in the Westhampton Cemetery is the Veterans memorial. There is a much smaller monument in memory of the Augustus Hunt and two other vessels that wrecked off the nearby beaches. The Hunt was a four-masted schooner with a cargo of soft coal, which sailed into a southerly gale on the night of January 22, 1904. It mistook the Shinnecock Light for a steamer and ran aground on the bar off Westhampton Beach.
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Despite heroic efforts of a lifesaving crew, eight of the Hunt’s 10 crewmen were lost in the frigid waters when the ship was torn into pieces by the waves of the raging sea. The two other vessels, the coal barges Belle of Oregon and Antelope, ran aground on the night of February 2, 1902, with the loss of six lives.
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On September 21, 1938, without warning, Long Island was struck by a fierce, nameless, hurricane. The center of the hurricane passed over Westhampton Beach at 3:00 p.m. and wrought death and havoc for the next two hours. Damage was estimated to be over 40 percent of the assessed property value of that waterfront community. Those living near the dunes were unaware that death was at their doorstep. The first inkling of the pending carnage came 20 minutes earlier when the lights went out.
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The winds shifted from the east to the southwest, drawing a bead on the vulnerable ocean beach. Had the storm attacked a few weeks earlier, it would have caught hundreds more in its sights. This was no consolation to the many summer residents whose decision to stretch the season a little longer cost them their lives. They were not the only victims. The storm cut a wide swath of destruction across the South Shore, from Fire Island east to Southampton and up into New England.
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The statistics for the hurricane were tragically impressive: winds steady at 126 knots, gusting to 186 miles per hour; over 700 dead; 6,300 homeless; 8,900 buildings destroyed; and 3,300 boats lost. Several of the 28 persons who died in Westhampton Beach are buried in the Westhampton Cemetery. Among them are Mrs. William Jarvis, aged 63, and Mr. and Mrs. Warren G. Lewis, the proprietors of the Surf and Dune Club.
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Roone Arledge and ABC brought NFL professional football into prime time in the fall of 1970. Together with Howard Cosell, whom Arlege hired as the announcer, they changed the landscape of sports broadcasting. No one would dispute that Cosell was opinionated and abrasive in his technique. And yet, Monday Night Football (September 21, 1970–December 26, 2005) became an instant success. Cosell had first become popular as a boxing announcer covering Muhammad Ali. He later hosted several television shows, including Battle of the Network Stars. He died in 1995, at age 77.
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In 1940, Congress passed the Smith Act, which made it illegal to advocate overthrowing state or national governments. It was not until 1949, as the cold war heated up, that the law was invoked against the Communist party. On July 20, 1948, Eugene Dennis, general secretary of the American Communist party, was arrested with 11 other party leaders and charged with conspiring to advocate the violent overthrow of the American government. The trial was presided over by Judge Harold Medina, who ruled for the prosecution. The defendant appealed to the Supreme Court, claiming the conviction was a violation of their rights under the First Amendment. On June 4, 1951, the Court, in a six-to-two vote, ruled in favor of upholding Judge Medina’s ruling. Justice Vincent, writing the plurality opinion, concluded that the First Amendment did not apply. In writing a dissenting opinion, Justice Black wrote “there is hope, however, that in calmer times ... this or some later court will restore the First Amendment liberties to the ... place where they belong in a free society.”
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The Presbyterian Church of Ketchaponack had its beginnings in 1742, when the town of Southampton granted land for a Presbyterian gospel ministry. The Rev. William B. Reeve (1812–1888) was appointed pastor of the congregation in 1869, a position in which he served for 16 years. The church, which serves the Westhampton Beach area, is actually located in the hamlet of Quogue.
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This small cemetery is located behind the Presbyterian Church of Ketchaponack and is designated as a historic cemetery. In this quiet spot are many members of the Jessup family who were among the early settlers in the village. Of particular interest is Capt. Franklin C. Jessup. In 1841, at age 18, Jessup first ventured to sea on the whaler Huron, commanded by Capt. Henry Green. He next shipped out aboard the Manhattan, under Capt. Mercator Cooper, on what became a historic journey to Japan.
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The Manhattan returned from that trip with many artifacts. Upon his return, Franklin C. Jessup again joined Capt. Henry Green, this time aboard the Sabina in search of California gold in 1849. Jessup eventually spent 30 years as keeper of the Potunk Life Saving Station. He died in 1909, at age 86.
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Also in the Jessup family plot is a memorial that reads, “Mortally wounded at a battle at Davis Neck, SC, Dec 6, 1864, and died Dec. 7th, John Henry Jessup of the 127th Reg., N.Y. State Vol. Aged 21 yrs., 10 mo. and 15 ds.” The 127th Volunteer Regiment, the Monitors, was composed of men from the East End.
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