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BORDER TRANSPORT, 1907. “Well George, I thought I wood send you my pittchure.” So reads the message on the back of this postcard, mailed by a man named John, anxious to show off his transport to a relative in Newport. The photograph was taken near Richford or North Troy, or possibly just over the border.



On the cover: CROSS-BORDER PATRIOTISM, DERBY LINE/ROCK ISLAND, 1920S. Perhaps nowhere on the Vermont-Quebec border is the sense of cross-border community as strong as it is as at the Haskell Free Library and Opera House, North America’s most famous line house. For more, see page 86. (Author’s collection.)
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EXCURSION, ANTHEMIS, LAKE MEMPHREMAGOG, 1920S. Steamers on Memphremagog flew American and Canadian flags. In the United States, the stars and stripes flew from the bow, the red ensign from the stern. In Canadian waters, the positions were reversed. The Anthemis was the last of the old steamers on Memphremagog. She operated from 1909 until the 1950s. The 100-foot (30-meter) propeller-driven boat was licensed to carry up to 250 passengers in 1914. (Photograph by Harry Richardson.)
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INTRODUCTION

“Our two communities serve as an example to the rest of the world of how two municipalities in two different countries can get along, and, in a larger sense, how countries can live together for their mutual benefit. We are proud of the spirit that exists here on the border, and we do not accept to be penalized for a simple accident of geography which, for us, is all that the border really is.”


 —Derby Line–Stanstead Joint Municipal Committee on Border Issues, 2007


 For much of its history, the line separating Vermont from Quebec has served as a backdrop to the daily lives of people living within its shadow. Although this 90-mile (145-kilometer) section of the Canada-U.S. boundary is essentially an arbitrary line across the countryside, it has affected settlement, trade, and travel for over 200 years.

The Vermont-Quebec border was first established by British royal proclamation in 1763, set out in the Quebec Act of 1774, and finally enshrined in the Paris Peace Treaty of 1783. In 1763, both the American and the Canadian colonies were dependencies of Great Britain. Canada (New France) had just been ceded by France to Great Britain, along with French claims to what is now Vermont.

The northern border of the future state of Vermont was established—on paper at least—at 45 degrees north latitude. John Collins and Thomas Valentine were dispatched between 1771 and 1774 to survey the line from Lake Champlain to the Connecticut River. As it happened, they made serious errors in their calculations. Perhaps their primitive instruments and mapping techniques were to blame, or the difficult conditions they experienced in the bush. Whatever the case, according to local folklore, they simply drank too much whiskey while on the job, and the “parallel” they surveyed was actually a crooked line that zigzagged well to the north of the 45th parallel.

For years, there was uncertainty about the location of the border. Before 1800, few settlers inhabited the region, so the issue hardly arose. However, as more settlers arrived, problems began to occur. Some contended the border was where the surveyors had placed it; others said that it was farther south, where the treaties had intended it. Some built homes in what they thought was one country, only to learn later that it was another. At Lake Champlain, the Americans built a fort (nicknamed “Fort Blunder”) nearly a mile north of the 45th.

In 1842, the United States and Great Britain signed the Webster-Ashburton Treaty, which essentially left the border where the surveyors had placed it. To this day, many people still believe that the border separating Quebec from Vermont is the 45th parallel.

At the time of the Collins-Valentine survey, Vermont was actually claimed by both New Hampshire and New York. However, in 1777, the Republic of New Connecticut (quickly renamed Vermont) was declared. The entity governed itself as an independent country until it became the 14th state of the United States in 1791.

Settlement in Vermont was at first concentrated in the south, with Lake Champlain and the Connecticut River on opposite sides of Vermont acting as corridors of northward migration. By the late 1700s, settlers began to penetrate the northern and north-central areas, moving closer to the Canadian border.

North of the border, the vast wilderness between New England and the old French settlements along the St. Lawrence and Richelieu Rivers was deliberately kept free of settlement by the British in Quebec. The region served as a buffer zone between what was until recently French territory and the new republic to the south. By 1792, however, Britain’s position had changed. It was now felt that this “wasteland” would make a suitable home for British immigrants and others loyal to the crown. The region was surveyed and divided into townships. Grants of land in what would soon be known as the Eastern Townships were made to loyalists fleeing persecution in the United States and to others favored by the crown.

Beginning in the 1790s, a growing number of settlers made their way into the Eastern Townships from Vermont and other parts of New England. Interrupted only by the War of 1812, settlement continued until the 1830s. Some of these pioneers were loyalists but, contrary to an enduring myth that the Eastern Townships were populated largely by this group, the majority of these people were simply looking for good, cheap farmland and the opportunity to start a new life. As historian Cyrus Thomas once wrote, they were anything but “martyrs to their political principles, [and] cared as little for royalty as they did for republicanism.”

As settlement moved into northern Vermont and Canada, towns in Grand Isle, Franklin, Orleans, and Essex Counties, Vermont, found themselves on the edge of a frontier that was shifting to the north. The border posed little obstacle to settlement.

For several decades, the culture north of the border was very much an extension of that to the south. Members of extended families lived on opposite sides of the line. Trade functioned almost as though there were no border at all. People traveled freely back and forth. Settlements in the Eastern Townships were served by preachers from Vermont. Popular attitudes and traditions were almost indistinguishable. Settlers in the townships, like those in Vermont, possessed a strong democratic streak and demanded (and eventually received) elected representation for their frontier communities. They were also patriotic, and the Fourth of July was as celebrated north of the line as it was in the United States.

For a time, the British looked with suspicion upon the presence of so many Americans in the Eastern Townships. In the words of one official, British and French Canadian settlement was needed “to give a proper bias and tone to the political feelings of the people.”

The first primitive roads in the Eastern Townships were continuations of roads in the United States. Not surprisingly, communication was easier between the townships and New England than it was between the townships and Montreal. This situation persisted for some time, with the occasional interruption, such as the War of 1812, which was seen by many locals as a nuisance that hindered the friendly relations between settlers living on opposite sides of the boundary.

As settlers crossed from the Unites States into Canada, ties of kinship, friendship, religion, community, and commerce united families and villages in both countries. For decades, the Eastern Townships were populated largely by Americans. Ties between the two countries remained strong. Today thousands in the townships trace their ancestry back to New England.

In the mid-19th century, French Canadians began migrating to the Eastern Townships. Many crossed into the United States. From the 1840s to about the 1930s (later in some areas), nearly a million French Canadians migrated to New England. Thousands went to work for logging companies or took jobs in mill towns or with the railroads. Others took up farming in northern Vermont. To this day, many of their descendants still speak French at home. With about 142,000 people (or 23.3 percent of the state’s population) claiming French or French Canadian background, Vermont is home to one of the largest French-speaking populations in the United States. This is especially true of the so-called Northeast Kingdom.

Not surprisingly, numerous people along the border hold dual citizenship. For many Canadians, the closest hospitals at one time were in the United States, and this was where their children were born. Dual citizenship has allowed these people a greater freedom to live and work in the country of their choice. It has also tended to blur the differences between communities on opposite sides of the line. Yet, with the adoption of Medicare across Canada in the 1960s and early 1970s, and skyrocketing health care costs south of the border, having a baby in the United States was no longer as practical for Canadians as it once was.

From an early date, smuggling was a fact of life on the border. The frontier was porous, and little could be done to halt the flow of goods north and south. Customs were inexistent at worse, ineffective at best. The first customshouse in the Eastern Townships was opened in 1821. It was a mile and a half from the border! The United States opened offices in Vermont as well. Yet despite these efforts, there were countless unwatched border crossings and smuggling was rampant.

James Thompson, a customs collector in Stanstead, Quebec, wrote in 1851 that people in the village were “shrewd and lawless and ever willing to aid smugglers.” James Ford, a colleague, wrote of the appalling treatment that officers could receive if they dared to seize contraband. “I was set upon,” he wrote, “by six or eight men having their faces blackened and otherwise dressed to avoid detection. They chased me and, throwing upon me like so many wolves, they tied my legs with rope, when they immediately commenced cutting my hair with curses and execrations and said they would tar and feather [me]. I had once an opportunity to hallo for help [but they] gave me cause to rue it for they dug into my breast and stomach in a most furious manner, clapping their sooted hands on my mouth till they nearly suffocated me.”

Needless to say, law enforcement today is more sophisticated than it once was. Officers are more numerous, better paid, better trained, and better equipped. There are also many more ports of entry than there once were. Most of the unguarded back roads are closed, and cutting-edge technology assists agents in apprehending smugglers or those crossing the border illegally.

Or at least it is supposed to do so. Newport resident Richard Baraw, a U.S. Customs inspector from 1970 to 1997, is not so sure. Based in Derby Line (usually Interstate 91), with stints in North Troy, Beebe, and Canaan, Baraw was at customs when the “age of the computer” arrived. Computers, he says, “required inspectors to use their brains a lot less.” Before that, “we relied on our sixth sense. But now, computers could initiate searches—of cargo trucks, for example—based on previous problems with the company. But these searches rarely turned up anything. In my last ten years at Customs, all of my big seizures were because of my sixth sense—not because a computer told me what to do.” If Baraw is correct, there is much more to policing the border than technology, and ample room left for human judgment.

Another factor that has changed things at the border is the 1988 Canada-U.S. Free Trade Agreement. This agreement eliminated many of the duties payable at customs. Yet, although the incentive for smuggling has been reduced, lower retail prices and sales taxes on many items sold in the United States still act as powerful inducements for Canadian consumers. Some declare their purchases when they return to Canada, paying the appropriate taxes at the customs; others do things the old-fashioned way—they smuggle. So, while improvements have made the border more secure and reduced the flow of contraband, smuggling has not been eradicated. Indeed, as long as borders separate jurisdictions with different laws and different levels of taxation, it will no doubt be a fact of life.

Not surprisingly, tales of smuggling hold a prominent place in local folklore. Almost every border resident has at least one good smuggling story to tell. Many of these tales involve the running of contraband liquor or cigarettes. In more recent years, talk has revolved around the smuggling of narcotics or illegal aliens.

Residents on opposite sides of the Vermont-Quebec line have long taken the border in their stride. Until recently, crossing in one direction or another was as easy as going to the corner store. For many locals, this was literally the case. They purchased groceries, gasoline for their cars, and browsed for products of all kinds. They crossed to go to the bank, the post office, or local restaurants. Many crossed to visit friends or relatives. Customs officers greeted people they recognized with a wave of the hand—often with no questions asked.

Since the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, however, the border has become the focus of intense scrutiny by the American government. The new Department of Homeland Security is reevaluating traffic across the Canada-U.S. border, and security has been tightened by both countries. Not surprisingly, towns on both sides of the border have been keenly interested in this process. Most of them do not wish to endanger the friendly relations—and profitable trade—they enjoy with their neighbors.

A number of border towns share services with communities across the line. Enosburg Falls, Vermont, for example, has mutual-aid fire agreements with Sutton and Philipsburg, Quebec, allowing departments from these towns to aid each other in time of need. On the opposite side of the state, the Beecher Falls Fire Department, which bills itself as “Interstate and International,” services (under contract) a number of towns in Quebec, including East Hereford and Saint-Venant-de-Paquette. Derby Line, Vermont, is particularly known for its international character. The village shares a water system, sewers, church services, sports facilities, and a library and opera house with Stanstead, Quebec. Several homes actually straddle the boundary, and organizations, such as the Rotary Club of the Boundary, include members from both countries.

Cooperation and a sense of community are cherished by residents of villages like these. These people see the border as a minor obstacle, a necessary inconvenience. Their profoundest wish is that it not become such a nuisance that it alienates communities that have coexisted peacefully on opposite sides of the line for over two centuries.

This book is intended as a visual record of life in the villages, towns, and countryside in a unique and special part of the world. A book of this nature is timely. In recent years, issues relating to the border have been thrust to the forefront as never before. This is due not only to growing security concerns but to an increasing scrutiny in the media of border issues and of how heightened security is impacting life in communities all along the border.

It is hoped that this book will serve as a reminder of the role the border has played in the history and the everyday lives of people living along its length—in Vermont and Quebec—and of how it will no doubt continue to play a part in shaping these communities.




One

BORDER COMMUNITIES

In a 1977 editorial, Lloyd Bliss of the Stanstead Journal wrote:


From Ottawa or Washington this international community is something that can not possibly exist officially. But it does still exist at the community and personal level. Our fire departments... stand ready at all times to assist one another. Our churches and service clubs see no border when someone is in need. We all have friends and relatives on both sides of the border and few of us ever think of the other as a Vermonter or a Quebecer. This is as it should be, and how it can be if we can keep the bureaucrats out of our lives.


Bliss, whose weekly newspaper included subscribers in both Quebec and Vermont, expressed this opinion over 30 years ago. It is a sentiment that is still echoed by many along the border, including residents and lawmakers, many of whom feel, quite strongly, that while border security should be a priority, and that law enforcement agencies do have legitimate concerns, security measures should not be so intrusive that they detract from the quality of life of local residents and businesses.
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THE VERMONT-QUEBEC BORDER. According to the International Boundary Commission, the border between the United States and Canada is “so long, and in many places, so tortuous, that it took more than a century to complete its delimitation and demarcation.” The Vermont-Quebec section was meant to correspond to the 45th parallel. Things never worked out that way, and the Vermont-Quebec border in its entirety falls to the north of the 45th—in some cases over a mile north of it. This map shows some of the communities along its length, from Beecher Falls in the east to Alburgh in the west. Ports of entry are also indicated, as is the zigzag laid out by the surveyors, a line that has served as the undisputed boundary between the two countries since 1842. (Map courtesy of Steven Fick and Canadian Geographic.)
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NORTON, VERMONT/STANHOPE, QUEBEC, 1920S. Norton is a hamlet on the Canada-U.S. border, adjacent to Stanhope, Quebec. The two communities were so close-knit that the local general store was built directly on the border and served customers from both countries. Not far away were the U.S. and Canada Customs, above. A sign read, “Carpenter’s Hotel—Fill Your Car Before Entering Canada.”
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JAY, 1905. Jay is situated on the Canadian border on the rugged east side of the Green Mountains, in Orleans County. Established in 1792, the town is named after John Jay, one of the founding fathers of the United States. Jay is best known for Jay Peak, one of Vermont’s highest mountains and a major ski resort catering to skiers from both sides of the border.
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BEECHER FALLS, VERMONT/EAST HEREFORD, QUEBEC, C. 1915. Beecher Falls, Essex County, is situated at the northeastern extremity of Vermont, in a small panhandle between the Canadian border to the north and the Connecticut River and Stewartstown, New Hampshire, to the south. This view was taken from the New Hampshire side of the Connecticut River.
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CANAAN, 1909. Residents of Hereford, Quebec, maintain close ties to Canaan and Beecher Falls, Vermont, and West Stewartstown, New Hampshire. Irene Owen, for example, gave birth to all her children at the hospital in West Stewartstown. “It was easy,” she says. “Instead of driving all the way to Coaticook to have your baby, you just filled out a form and crossed the border. Of course, you had to declare your baby on the way back!”
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NEWPORT, 1860S. Billed as a “gateway between New England and Canada,” Newport lies at the south end of Memphremagog, an international lake that stretches north into Canada. About 27 miles (44 kilometers) long, Memphremagog is fed by the Barton, Black, and Clyde Rivers, all in or near Newport, and drains via the Magog River, at the north end. Newport occupies a strategic point at the lake’s narrows. Indeed, native peoples once camped here, as they did elsewhere around Lake Memphremagog. Settlement in the township of Newport (chartered as Duncansborough in 1781) was slow. By the mid-1800s, however, the population was growing. People traveled from Derby (and Canada) to points west and south, crossing Memphremagog by means of a primitive ferry near what is now the city’s downtown. In 1832, a log bridge was built, but it collapsed in 1837. Its replacement fared better and contributed to the growth of the community. Known for a time as Lake Bridge, by 1864, Newport was a large enough village to separate from the township. (Photograph by A. F. Styles.)
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BRUNELLE HOUSE, NEWPORT, C. 1880. What is today one of the main towns in the Northeast Kingdom began as a log cabin in the wilderness. Fisherman Isaac Brunelle, who built Newport’s first home, was described by William Bullock (Beautiful Waters) as “a French Canadian and a very clever, honest man, ever ready to do his neighbor a kindness.” Brunelle died in 1885, aged 94 years. He had 22 children by three wives. (Photograph by D. A. Clifford.)
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WEST DERBY, C. 1906. West Derby, opposite Newport, was a mill village from an early date. Established along the Clyde River, as it flowed into Lake Memphremagog, West Derby was incorporated in 1894, but its independent existence ceased when it amalgamated with Newport Village to form the city of Newport in 1917. This image was published by Bigelow’s Pharmacy in Newport, Vermont.
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DERBY, 1860S. The town of Derby, Vermont, which borders Quebec, includes two incorporated villages—Derby Center and Derby Line, both chartered in 1891. West Derby, above, was absorbed by the city of Newport, Vermont, in 1917. The agricultural nature of the district is clear in this early photograph, although in recent times, parts of town have become highly urbanized. (Photograph by Whitney and Paradise.)
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DERBY CENTER, 1870S. Derby’s first permanent settler (1794) was Timothy Hinman. A Revolutionary War veteran, Hinman surveyed roads and helped to open up the border area to settlement. He operated a tavern and store, was active in politics, and served as a judge on the Orleans County Court. This view overlooks Derby Pond and the cemetery near the old Hinman homestead. (Photograph by Farmer Taylor.)
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DERBY LINE, C. 1915. Derby Line was pioneered by Samuel Pomroy around 1798. Samuel’s brother, Selah, settled just north of the border. Samuel cleared about five acres in what would later become the village center. Today Derby Line is one of New England’s largest ports of entry, with customs and immigration facilities in both the village and on Interstate 91. The village is also a curiosity in that a number of its buildings, including the houses on the right side of this photograph (Caswell Avenue), are bisected by the Canada-U.S. border. Derby Line’s Canadian counterpart is Rock Island (now a part of Stanstead). The boundary that separates the two towns cuts through homes, a factory (Butterfield’s), and the unique Haskell Free Library and Opera House. The two communities even share a water system—managed (appropriately) by the International Water Company, which is made up of directors from both communities.



[image: e9781439637463_i0016.jpg]

AERIAL VIEW, DERBY LINE, C. 1950. The mature trees along Main Street are clearly visible in this bird’s-eye view of Derby Line, Vermont. Rock Island and Stanstead Plain, Quebec, to the north, are virtually indistinguishable from their Vermont neighbor, although Dufferin, Stanstead’s main street, had already lost many of its trees by the time this photograph was taken. (Photograph by Harry Richardson.)
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ROCK ISLAND, QUEBEC, 1920S. When this view of downtown Rock Island was taken, the village was a vibrant, bustling place. The buildings in the distance are across the Tomifobia River in Derby Line, Vermont. Rock Island and Stanstead Plain, Quebec, and Derby Line were so close—geographically, economically, and socially—that they were long referred to collectively as “the Three Villages.”
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STANSTEAD PLAIN, QUEBEC, C. 1915. Stanstead Plain was settled in the 1790s by New Englanders. By the early 1800s, the Quebec-Boston stage road brought increasing numbers of travelers. Hotels, a courthouse, an academy, and some splendid homes appeared. An unusual episode occurred in 1849, when political unrest in Stanstead County prompted over 1,400 people, many quite prominent, to call for annexation to the United States.
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NORTH TROY, C. 1908. Thanks to the Missisquoi River, North Troy, Vermont, was home to several mills. The village also had two long, covered lattice bridges, both seen here. Several similar bridges were erected on the Canadian side of the border, possibly by the same builder.
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MANSONVILLE STATION (HIGHWATER), QUEBEC, C. 1908. Renamed Highwater in the early 1900s, Mansonville Station was a stop on the South Eastern Railway. Today Highwater is best known as a port of entry into Canada. North Troy, in Orleans County, is directly to the south.
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MANSONVILLE, QUEBEC, 1930S. Bordering the towns of Newport, Troy, and Jay, Vermont, Mansonville is the largest village in Potton Township, which was first settled in the 1790s by United Empire Loyalists escaping persecution in the United States. Col. Hendrick Ruiter and his family, who settled in West Potton (Dunkin), were the first arrivals.
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RICHFORD, C. 1908. Richford’s position was dictated by the falls on the Missisquoi River. Among the industries attracted by the waterpower—and by the vast stands of forest in the surrounding countryside—were furniture manufacturers, such as the Sweat-Commings Company and the Richford Furniture Company. This image was published by Leighton and Valentine, New York.
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RICHFORD FROM SCHOOLHOUSE HILL, C. 1910. In 1873, the South Eastern Railway was completed from Farnham, Quebec, to Newport, Vermont. Richford found itself on a direct line from Montreal to the Atlantic. A second line, the Missisquoi Railroad, linked Richford to St. Albans. The railways transformed Richford from a sleepy village on the Canadian frontier to a prosperous industrial town. Wood products were the main industries.
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ENOSBURG FALLS, C. 1910. Enosburg Falls was once the patent medicine capital of Vermont. Local manufacturers sold mail-order cure-alls to gullible customers across the United States. This early postcard of Lincoln Park, at the heart of the village, was published by H. A. Giddings, Enosburg Falls.
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EAST BERKSHIRE, C. 1915. Chartered in 1781, Berkshire, Vermont, is a border town in Franklin County. Local librarian and dual citizen Heather McKeown senses a definite “personality on the border.” She believes that Vermonters and their friends to the north “understand each other completely,” and that the “acceptance of place, championing of individuality, [and] respecting of secrets are interwoven fibers” in this part of the world. (Photograph by the Eastern Illustrating Company.)
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ALBURGH (FORMERLY ALBURG), 1940S. This town, on the Alburgh Tongue, a peninsula that juts into Lake Champlain from Quebec, is the northernmost community in Grand Isle, Vermont’s smallest county. The town’s northern limit is the Quebec border, a 7-mile (11-kilometer) stretch with customs near Noyan and Clarenceville, Quebec. South Alburgh, above, is at the south end of the peninsula. This image was published by Townview, Portland, Maine.
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MONTGOMERY, 1970S. Montgomery, Vermont, was pioneered in 1793 by Capt. Joshua Clapp, a veteran of the Revolutionary War. The community is named after Gen. Richard Montgomery, who was killed in the unsuccessful attack on Quebec City in 1775. (Photograph by Matthew Farfan.)
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FRELIGHSBURG, QUEBEC, C. 1906. This village evolved around a gristmill, built in the 1790s. In 1800, the mill was purchased by Abram Freligh, who had arrived from New York State with his large family. Frelighsburg is about 3 miles (4.8 kilometers) from the border. The architecture is strongly reminiscent of that of Vermont.
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ABERCORN, QUEBEC, 1920S. Two and a half miles (four kilometers) from Richford, Abercorn is sandwiched between the Sutton Mountains to the east and Mount Pinnacle to the west. During Prohibition, Americans flocked here to indulge in one of their favorite pastimes—drinking. The Prince of Wales Inn, above, was one of several local drinking establishments.
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SAINT-ARMAND, QUEBEC, C. 1910. Bordering Franklin County in the southwest corner of the Eastern Townships, Saint-Armand was pioneered in the 1780s by Dutch United Empire Loyalists from Upstate New York and, later, by New Englanders. It is one of the oldest settlements north of the line.



[image: e9781439637463_i0031.jpg]

ISLAND POND, 1870S. Island Pond’s heyday began with the opening of the Grand Trunk Railway between Montreal and Portland, Maine, in 1853. Midway on North America’s first international railway, the village was a service center for the railway for about a century. Situated in Essex County, Island Pond boasted some fine homes, including the Ladd residence, pictured here. (Photograph by Farmer Taylor.)
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BEEBE PLAIN, VERMONT/BEEBE PLAIN, QUEBEC, 1920S. Situated astride the border, Beebe Plain was a backwater until the granite industry took shape in the late 1800s. Beebe’s founder was Seba Beebe, a veteran of the Revolutionary War and a native of Connecticut. Convicted in Vermont of counterfeiting, Beebe’s right ear was cut off and his forehead branded with a C. Starting afresh, in the 1790s, he moved to the border with his wife, Sarah, and their sons, David, Thomas, and Calvin. Over the years, Beebe Plain evolved into two distinct villages on opposite sides of the border. Beebe is known for its stone industry (below) and for its international street, Canusa. For many years, an international post office served both villages. (Above, photograph by Harry Richardson.)
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CHARLESTON, 1870S. Chartered as Navy in 1780 and granted to naval officer Abraham Whipple and his associates, the town of Charleston (so named after 1825), Vermont, was settled in the early 1800s. Growth was slow, but in time, two villages—West Charleston and East Charleston—emerged on the Clyde River, which provided waterpower to several mills. (Photograph by Farmer Taylor.)
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WEST CHARLESTON, 1870S. West Charleston boasted some elegant homes and businesses, including the Clyde River Hotel. This view of Main Street shows a harness shop (far left) and other commercial buildings in the distance. West Charleston was devastated by fire on May 19, 1924. Amazingly, a similar fate had befallen East Charleston only the day before. (Photograph by Farmer Taylor.)
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HIGHGATE SPRINGS, C. 1908. Highgate Springs takes its name from a mineral spring near Missisquoi Bay on Lake Champlain. Together with fishing and boating, the springs transformed the village into a popular summer destination. The Franklin House (1840s), and later the Highgate Springs Hotel, provided accommodations.



[image: e9781439637463_i0037.jpg]

FRANKLIN, C. 1908. In his 1824 Gazetteer of Vermont, Zadock Thompson wrote that Franklin, Vermont, was “injured very much by a large pond which lies near the center.” The pond in question, Lake Carmi, and the state park attached to it, are now the main local attractions. This view, published by F. L. Hopkins in Franklin, shows the Haston Library, which has served residents since 1907.
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