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In 1910, the German-owned Bosch Magneto Company established a large factory on Center Street in Chicopee. Following World War I, the company’s assets were purchased by American investors. The high tech operation became the American Bosch. Pictured here in 1939, Steve Jendrysik checks the run-in-stand as the fuel pumps undergo a final test before shipment.



On the cover: Pictured here in the Welcome Home parade are veterans marching up Exchange Street on October 12, 1946. (Courtesy of Florence Jendrysik.)
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Antoinette Kostek (left) is holding her daughter Virginia Kostek Slate. N. Pat Wisniewski’s (right) daughter Patricia Wisniewski Bogia was born on December 7, 1941. Unaware of the events of previous day, Pat awoke in her hospital room just as the nurses were installing the black-out curtains. The United States of America was at war.
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INTRODUCTION

In his 1998 best seller, The Greatest Generation, Tom Brokaw wrote of America’s citizen heroes and heroines who came of age during the Great Depression and the Second World War and went on to build modern America. In the decade of the 1940s, the men and women of Chicopee were truly contributing members of our nation’s greatest generation.

In 1939, Chicopee was a small New England city with three distinct industrial districts. It was a classic mill town with tenement homes and red brick factory buildings perched on the banks of two rivers and a junction town with three small but vibrant retail centers. Each village had a unique flavor, with shops, stores, and markets providing the necessities of life in Depression–era America.

On September 19, 1939, 18 days after the outbreak of war in Europe, United States secretary of war Harry W. Woodring announced that the tobacco plains of Chicopee had been selected as the site for the Northeast’s Army Air Corps base. The superbase named Westover Field was the nation’s largest wartime aviation facility.

During World War II, the old mill town would be the smallest of four cities in Massachusetts to produce over a billion dollars worth of war materials. The city’s war industries employed 22,000. It had 6,254 of its young people in the military, and 128 of those died in service.

In the postwar era, the cultural gurus such as the psychologists, sociologists, economists, and historians were predicting changes of epic proportions. They were all in agreement that the American way of life was in for a major makeover. In Chicopee, during the two years immediately following the conflict, very little changed as veterans returned to their peacetime careers.

By 1948, the city was in the midst of the cold war as jet planes made their first appearance over the tobacco plains of Westover Field. The newly created United States Air Force was engaged in the Berlin Airlift. In the first great postwar crisis, the local facility served as the command base for Operation Little Vittles.

Chicopee’s depression-tested generation confidently raised their children in the uncertainties of an unstable world. They met the challenge as charter members of America’s greatest generation united, not only by common purpose, but also by common values—duty, honor, economy, courage, service, love of family and country, and above all else, responsibility for oneself.
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The Samuel Alvord School on Broadway was constructed in 1893. The structure, built in the Richardson Romanesque style, is named for its creator, the great American architect Henry Hobson Richardson. The broad Syrian arch, with its curve springing directly from the ground, created a cavelike effect around the entrances. In 1938, the school’s students posed for the camera. These young Americans had a rendezvous with destiny.






One

PRELUDE TO WAR 1936–1941
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Of New England’s many rivers, the Connecticut River alone runs the full length of this rich and historic region. For centuries, the river has given life. It is true that it takes life away, too, because from time to time, it has burst forth to destroy all that stood in its way. In March 1936, a torrent of water, mud, and ice brought massive flooding (illustrated here), creating a giant lake in the Willimansett section of Chicopee.
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Between March 1 and March 20, 1936, rain in northern New Hampshire totaled an astonishing 19.5 inches. Then torrential rains fell across the entire region between March 16 and 19, and every river valley in New England dealt with flood crest conditions. Tons of water roared over the Chicopee Falls dam.
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A flood in 1927 had caused a great deal of damage, and high water marks had been placed on many highways and buildings. When the flood of 1936 began to quickly rise above the 1927 high water mark, public officials realized they had a major problem on their hands. The rain created a giant lake in Willimansett and Chicopee Street was under 18 feet of water.
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Mayor Anthony J. Stonina ordered all residents of Ferry Lane and Chicopee Street to vacate their homes. He sent an urgent appeal for federal and state assistance reporting that one-third of the city’s population had been thrown on public relief. Stonina argued that his depression-ravaged city was unable to build dikes while wealthier communities were receiving funds for flood-control projects.
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September 21, 1938, brought the hurricane they called the “Wind That Shook the World.” The monster storm, which, to this day, is unmatched in its statistical fury with winds of over 100 miles per hour, began around 5:15 p.m. and lasted for over an hour. The wind stopped and the rain continued with “almost cloud-burst proportions,” flooding the already devastated streets and wiping out the Chicopee Falls bridge.
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In Chicopee Center, the modern concrete William F. Davitt Memorial bridge that was built in 1930 withstood the onslaught of the storm, but the Chicopee River backed up into the lower floors of nearby factories. In Chicopee Falls, the Chicopee Manufacturing Company and the Fisk Tire Company were under 10 feet of water. For over a week, 200 refugees from flooded areas in Willimansett were lodged in city-owned buildings.
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On October 7, 1938, with the city’s industrial capacity at a standstill, Mayor Anthony J. Stonina outlined the city’s plight in a letter to the White House. The response to the letter came from Harry W. Woodring, the secretary of war. The communication said, “You may be assured that the War Department appreciates the need for additional flood protection in the Connecticut River Basin and that every effort will be made to complete the projects at the earliest practicable date.”
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Between disasters, Tony Pimental, secretary of the Chicopee planning board, alerted the mayor’s administration to the passage of the Wilcox Act. The U.S. Congress had authorized an eastern site for an air base. Chicopee had an ideal site—the tobacco plains on the old Granby Road. On November 22, 1938, a telegram was sent to the secretary of war indicating Chicopee’s interest in the site-selection process.
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The players in the war department’s decision to locate an Army Air Corps facility in Chicopee were Dr. Kenneth Fletcher, chairman of the school committee, who declared that the children of army personnel would be welcomed into the city’s schools; Dr. John F. Kennedy, chair of the aviation committee; and Congressman Charles R. Clason (seen here), who presented the city’s proposal in Washington, D.C.
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The Kiwanis Club was the city’s most important service organization. The group marshaled local support for the establishment of a military airfield in the city. Club president John Korkosz (first row, far left) was a close, personal ally of the mayor. The proposal received nearly unanimous approval from community leaders.
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The farmers living on the proposed site were less than enthusiastic about the plan, while the mayor’s political opponents were quiet. His support in the Polish community waned. In his book, Westover: Man, Base and Mission, Dr. Frank Faulkner comments, “Mayor Stonina had a hard time convincing many of Chicopee’s Polish farmers that taking their land was in the best interests of the nation.”
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The mayor’s aviation committee provided U.S. representative Charles R. Clason (first row, third from left) with the necessary data. Clason urged army generals to consider the tobacco plains because the variation in elevation was only one foot. In July 1939, the mayor took a group of army officers on a guided tour of the Chicopee site and sold them on the tobacco flats.
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The city’s 10-man aviation committee included Joseph Lafleur, who was the president of the board of aldermen. Lafleur worked hard to convince his fellow aldermen that it would be an economic milestone to locate the base here. In August, the mayor’s ally at the state house, Sen. Chester T. Skibinski (second from right) petitioned the legislature to clear obstacles to federal land taking. The next day, the senator left on a trip to Poland.
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On August 8, 1939, a truck convoy of army engineers arrived from Alabama. They were here to begin survey work on the flat area of Chicopee and Ludlow. Here aviation committee member Ted Szetela (third from left) takes the visitors on a tour of the site. During their visit, military officials indicated a decision on the site would be forthcoming.
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On September 1, 1939, the world went to war. By mid-week the German blitzkrieg had captured the world’s attention. England and France declared war on Germany but did little to help the valiant Poles. State senator Chester Skibinski, just back from Poland, briefed the mayor. At a press conference, he commented that the Europeans firmly believe that the United States would enter the war before long.
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Two weeks after the outbreak of hostilities, secretary of war Harry W. Woodring announced that the tobacco plains had been selected as the site for the Northeast Army Air Corps Base. Pictured here is the original water-stained communication that informed the city that the chief of real estate from the office of the quartermaster would arrive on September 21 to begin taking over the land.
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Young men from the Cooley Brook Camp of the Civilian Conservation Corps were the first marching men on the tobacco plains. They were assigned the task of clearing brush and scrub pine. The war department had allocated $2,070,918 to purchase a 7.5-square-mile plot for the air base. Notices were sent to 129 individual property owners stating that the United States government technically owned their property.
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The first construction equipment arrived on October 2, 1939. Maj. Murdock A. MacFadden, construction quartermaster assigned to supervise the work, set up his temporary headquarters in the vacant isolation hospital building in Aldenville. Two weeks later U.S. Attorney Edmund J. Brandon filed an order of seizure by eminent domain and deposited $2,070,918 with the federal court in Boston.
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The gem of Anthony J. Stonina’s public works program was the development of the Bemis family property on Front Street. The facility that was built was the community’s largest Works Progress Administration project and, to this day, is a frequent venue for high school state championship games.
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On Saturday afternoon, October 15, 1939, the city dedicated the new park on Front Street. Frank J. Szot was the first soldier from Chicopee killed in World War I. A lighted fountain, dedicated that day, honored the Chicopee men who served in the war. The unique facility, modeled after those at the 1939 New York World’s Fair, cost $17,000 and was paid for by the Chicopee Electric Light Department.



[image: e9781439619964_i0025.jpg]

Federal and state officials and members of Szot’s family were honored guests. The damp, cloudy day fit the times, especially for Chicopee’s Polish Americans whose homeland had fallen to Adolf Hitler and Joseph Stalin in the closing days of September. The dedication ceremonies honored the heroes of the last war, while the speeches confirmed the looming specter of another war.
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The Massachusetts Works Progress Administration earmarked $750,000 for site preparation. As Chicopee people were being hired, residents of the plains were receiving their eviction notices. Failure of the property owner to take the amount offered by the government permitted the owner to challenge the condemnation order in court. The government offered between 20 to 40 percent above the properties assessed valuation.
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The track’s largest parcel, owned by the Consolidated Tobacco Corporation, accepted the government’s offer, and the heavy equipment moved in. Small landowners argued that the original assessments by the city were too low. Many went to court, where in the atmosphere of a national crisis, they lost. Local people who worked for Consolidated Tobacco Corporation became unemployed. The tobacco farm workers and the independent farmers blamed the Anthony J. Stonina administration.
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In 1938, Gen. Henry (Hap) Arnold became the Army Air Corps chief of staff after his friend Maj. Gen. Oscar Westover died in a plane crash. Arnold announced on December 1, 1939, that the airfield under construction in Chicopee would be designated Westover Field. Westover, a two-star general who died at age 55, was a pioneer of military aviation.
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In December, Maj. Murdock A. MacFadden, construction quartermaster, received the approved layout plan for the new airbase. The original plan called for housing, a chapel, a theater, a post office, a library, a gymnasium, a hospital, a fire and guard house, as well as hangars, barracks, mess halls, a railroad spur track, and runways. Pictured here, army civil engineers inspect sewer work.
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The committee to reelect Anthony J. Stonina highlighted Westover Field as the hope for the city’s future. As construction for the new base sewer line began, the mayor’s fate was sealed. Franco-Americans residents of the city united in support of the chairman of the board of assessors, Leo P. Senecal. Soon after the election, the new mayor named Stonina to chair his aviation committee.
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April 6, 1940 was designated “army day” in the Pioneer Valley. As air corps officers, state and local dignitaries, and thousands of area residents gathered for the official dedication ceremonies, former Chicopee mayor Anthony J. Stonina led the groundbreaking as work crews took a brief break to watch the ceremonies.
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In April 1940, workers from the Civilian Conservation Corps and the Works Progress Administration were hard at work clearing the site, and contractors began laying miles of water and sewer lines. That month, as war raged in Europe, the U.S. Congress debated a massive increase in defense spending. Eventually the law provided an added appropriation of $5 million for Westover Field.
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During the warm spring days of 1940, the seniors at Chicopee High School relished the final weeks of high school. The local economy had rebounded. Their families were making plans for graduation parties in recognition of their academic achievements. For many, they were about to become the first member of their family to graduate from high school.



[image: e9781439619964_i0034.jpg]

The Western Massachusetts School of Pharmacy was located at 694 Chicopee Street in the Willimansett section of the city. In this group photograph, the students were visiting the research laboratories of Eli Lilly and Company. The three-day field trip in June 1940 was under the supervision of the school’s dean, Dr. Joseph Gagne (first row, center).
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After months of operating from tents and abandoned farmhouses, the engineering staff moved into its new headquarters on July 20, 1940. That week, a New Jersey firm was awarded a $1.6 million contract to erect five huge steel and brick hangars. The staff took time out for a photograph. Maj. Murdock A. McFadden, construction quartermaster (first row, fifth from left), was dealing with constantly changing orders, as the military situation in Europe deteriorated.
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Five enlisted men arrived from Maxwell Field in Alabama on July 29, 1940. They were the first U.S. Army Air Corps men to be stationed at Westover Field. Construction crews had just started building the new barracks. Airmen Glenn E. Flanders of Mississippi reported that, “There were no runways, no hangars here. I remember a pilot landing and taking off from a tobacco field.” On September 14, 1940, in response to Adolf Hitler’s conquest of Europe, congress instituted a peacetime military draft.
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As the pace of construction quickened on October 16, 1940, as 8,500 Chicopee men between the ages of 21 and 30 registered at various polling places for the nation’s first peacetime draft. The first call was for six registrants. It was immediately answered by volunteers, including Leo Gagnon, Edward J. Martel, Edward W. Midura, Eugene F. Petit, Walter Zajachowski, and Albert Granger.
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That month, the construction of the first permanent building was complete. The brick photographic laboratory was officially accepted by the war department. On October 10, 1940, a B-10 Bolo Bomber became the first to land at Westover Field. On board for the initial flight was second district congressman Charles R. Clason.
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In November 1940, Pres. Franklin D. Roosevelt won the reelection, promising that the nation’s young men would not be sent to fight on foreign shores. As the first giant hangar took shape, the new base commander, Col. Richard H. Ballard, arrived. By January 1941, the original plans had been scrapped and 1,600 construction workers employed by 10 firms were building the largest air base in the country.
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In Chicopee’s taverns and pool halls, men were talking about a war the country was not a part of. On the tobacco plains, workmen were building the longest runways on the East Coast. Westover Field was designed to have four runways, two of which were more than two miles long, and two about a mile and a half long.
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In Westover: Man, Base and Mission, Dr. Frank Faulkner wrote, “As the Battle of Britain raged, Westover Field became touted as ‘America’s biggest air base.’ ” The Boston Sunday Advertiser noted on March 23, 1941, that “the largest hangar at Mitchell Field would fit inside one of Westover’s five hangars and the main landing strip was twice the length of the runway at Boston Airport.”
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According to the base’s public relations officer, by the beginning of 1942, the base would be fully operational with five hangars, a brick fire station, 106 buildings housing nearly 3,000 troops, a 500,000-gallon water tower, and 12 miles of roads. The people of Chicopee were convinced that a small city was being built on the plains.
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On June 22, 1941, Adolf Hitler launched a massive assault on the Soviet Union. Joseph Stalin requested and immediately received aid from the United States and Great Britain. In Chicopee, the locals were picking berries at Johnny Cake Hollow in the Cooley Brook watershed and watching the feverish pace of base construction. Hundreds of tank trucks were transporting aviation gasoline to storage containers for 200,000 gallons of fuel.
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On June 10, 1941, five silver B-17s with red and white rudders flew low over Chicopee and landed on the new runway. The arrival of the B-17s marked the true activation of the base. By the end of the month, the 13-mile fence around Westover Field was complete, and the base was officially closed to the public.
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Stanley Stec and his buddies were set to join the army but were informed that they were about to be drafted. On March 12, 1941, there was 10 inches of snow on the ground as the young men walked to the draft board office in the Ferris building on Center Street. Barely trained, within weeks, the 26th Infantry Division, nicknamed the Yankee Division, was in North Carolina participating in the largest military exercise staged on American soil.
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Here are Frank Jazab (left) and Steve Koknicki with a kielbasa sent from home. The guys from Sandy Hill, Ferry Lane, China Town, and the West End were not soldiers yet, but they realized that, in 1941, the U.S. Army was still a work in progress. The outfit returned to Camp Edwards on Cape Cod on December 6, 1941, as their one-year enlistments were up.
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For Chicopee’s summer beach crowd, Misquamicut Beach in Rhode Island was the favorite destination. During the summer of 1941, one-year-old Steve Jendrysik made his first trip to the beach. The three-hour trip was a family affair. Pictured here in the foreground are Lena and Andrew Jendrysik; in the background are Zygmunt, Katarzyna, and Anne Jendrysik.
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In the first week of December, Leo P. Senecal was reelected to a second term as the city’s mayor. The communities’ numerous bowling leagues were organizing their winter schedules. At the St. Stanislaus Lanes, members of the Polish Falcons Team look on as Martin Topor (first row, third from left) prepares to start the new season.
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An early snow covered the rapidly-growing base in 1941. In November, the first B-24 Liberators began arriving at Westover Field and were assigned to the 34th Bombardment Group. The Liberators immediately began antisubmarine missions to protect convoys carrying war materials to the embattled British Isles. A week after their arrival, antiaircraft guns were installed, and machine gun positions were set up along roads leading to the base.
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Retired Chicopee attorney John Wagner recalls, “I was studying for exams while attending American International College. At the same time I was listening to a football game between the New York Giants and the Green Bay Packers which was broadcast over the radio. The game was interrupted with the news of the attack on Pearl Harbor by Japan. It was hard to believe.”



Radioman first class Joseph Gosselin, who grew up on Maple Street in Chicopee Falls, was the son of Adolph and Herminie Gosselin. He enlisted in the navy on March 24, 1936. On that fateful Sunday morning, he was 5,000 miles from home and in harms way. At around 8:10 a.m., Gosselin was aboard the USS Arizona when it exploded after being hit by 1,760-pound armor piercing bomb.
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In less than nine minutes, the Arizona sank with 1,177 of her crew. They are, to this day, entombed in the Arizona Memorial at Pearl Harbor. America was in the war for less than 15 minutes when Gosselin became the first Chicopee casualty. In his memory, the city established Gosselin Square at the foot of Memorial Drive in Chicopee Falls.
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The Aldenville Athletic Association was one the area’s most dominant athletic powerhouses. Pictured here at their annual awards banquet, the association was celebrating another successful season. When the news of the war reached the hall, plans for the 1942 season seemed premature, and games were cancelled. Pictured, from left to right, are (first row) Norman “Goose” Gosselin, Edward Benoit, Valere Desrochers, Jim O’Neil, Raoul “Chic” Chicoine, Alec McDonald, Rene “Sparky” Harnisch, William (Billy) Fortin, and Gil Brown; (second row) Roland Cote, Sam Carrigan, Edward Beaulieu, Charles McDonald, Roland “Pep” Henault, Frank “Dago” Strepka, Paul Lussier, William (Billy) Marczak, Lawrence “Lefty” Skinner, Armand “Pete” Fortin, Ted Kozaka, Al “Tootsie” St. George, and Art Parsons.
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FEBRUARY 12, 1944 — A DAY OF HONOR
FOR THE MEN AND WOMEN OF MOORE

In accepting the Army-Navy Production Award, the men and women of Moor¢
I

pledged continued effort to surpass their already high achievement. They are mak

xd that pledge. The photographs on this and succeeding pages and the honor
roll that follows will be a constant reminder of the devotion to duty that won our

E” flag, and of our determination to keep it flying until the day of final Victory
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SCHOOL
COMMITTEE
CHICOPEE
MASSACHUSETTS

In 1949, there were 4,912 children enrolled in the Chicopee public schools. In 1950, 113 students
graduated from Chicopee High School. In the next seven years, the number of high school
graduates doubled. The Chicopee School Committee’s publication, Your Schools in Action,
proposed a five-year plan anticipating a 50 percent increase in the number of students attending
the city’s public schools.
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John L. Sullivan’s

RED BARN

DINE AND DANCE IN A UNIQUE ATMOSPHERE

*

Phone 1790 Chicopee Falls, Mass.






OEBPS/images/e9781439619964_i0099.jpg
— T

1S PAGE 1! "";"ﬁ‘.’:?".'.’ﬁ
(Hevied May i

WAR DEP, . ) ACCIIRNE NQ vo.viocviinioseinspinis
U. 8. ARMY AIR FORCES
REPORT OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT

Amxcuarr: (4) Type and model ..
Organtaation: (7) .. 8%

e anANR Pageonnn An Foscs on plmer

¥ Weleonten, Tawora E ¥ 0- o {28 AT Fatar Wone-

B Davin, Willism 16 AP Patal
Bahults,. HAYTY. AR P

//#?’ MWWW

(20 Melkonian. . nm e ... (21)0=441029 (1) ﬂl?tlin an. QL. an .. A
(Virst name) (Mmu i) (Serinl number) o '---uh-) (Dranch)
Asslgied (26) - LQE AR oo (20) i %mmml.n..n ......... (ulntonr )hn.lnl
otmman e ot Sot
Auachod for ying anlat. A! T R R ank 12%& AP R.T.. m”“ﬁ?'?‘ ?4.!19
Origipal rating (33) .. ul;i)" (u) 5/”.642 Drescnt rating (36)..(.,? ...... (“) 3/(3.“"8 Tnatrument nllnl @ ﬂﬂl&;’_m

Finat Pivor Hovie:
(al the time of thia accident)

(38) This type..... .748345. (43) Instrumont timo last 6 montha....

(39) This modul... -868328. (43) Instrument timo last 30 days... .. M200...
(49) Laat 90 ddays. . 3731Q. 44 Night timo last 6 montha. .A8380....
(1) Total... ... . 14832138 (48) Night timo lnst 30 days. .None...

o AIRCRAIT DAMAGE

e e e e —

IIA)IMII ll (A4m LIST OF DAMAGKD FPARTS

e ; I E— s e S e AR — — -

(4®) Alreraft, : w . !l Completely burned . .

O Enginets).. | W | ! . 5 » » e

) Propmierss || ,_\__vl S TRV PO, AP S .

(80) Woather at 1! 4 thw of aceldont ...

o X
(81) Wan the pilot fiylng on lnstrumenta st mcnnwumuvm, . Eo .

(82) Cloared from o /asnnsssevsasensess: “(BB) TOeeuro. s

(37) Caum of acelde

o Az.u alter take-off, due to air

lgnd imu.nn
tm-ntt and . probable. :hmt

tor. errar,. .ahort....
#1. engina......

b s

B

ISP

=





OEBPS/images/e9781439619964_i0096.jpg





OEBPS/images/e9781439619964_i0097.jpg





OEBPS/images/e9781439619964_i0094.jpg





OEBPS/images/e9781439619964_i0095.jpg
IN THE
AUDITORIUM





OEBPS/images/e9781439619964_i0092.jpg





OEBPS/images/e9781439619964_i0093.jpg





OEBPS/images/e9781439619964_i0090.jpg





OEBPS/images/e9781439619964_i0091.jpg





OEBPS/images/thumb.jpg





OEBPS/images/e9781439619964_i0078.jpg





OEBPS/images/e9781439619964_i0199.jpg
Souventr ?'mymm
of the
Dedication of
St. Patnick's Chunch
Sunday, May 8, 1949
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Prepare in Duplicate

—localboaci Mo 160 2y
Kings County (9]
Dec, 3, 13
1 - 9 Streel 168 bers o]
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ORDER TO REPORT FOR INDUCTION

The President of the United States,

To. _Joseph —tlew -
(P M (Lot maay
Order No. . 2237
GREETING:

mmmwh.wm—mdmmhmmdm
mining your availability for training and service in the armed forces of the United States, you are hereby

Dotified that you have now been selected for training and service inthe . Arey

(A, Wy, Marine Curpa)

You will, therefors, repoct to the local board named aboveat 534 Niath 8%,

(Fac ot rerting )

ot _T130 A m,onthe. 1S day of Dy 1942

Lo DA R e L e e M
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SOUVENIR PROGRAM

for the
DEDICATION OF

GEN. ARTHUR MacARTHUR SQUARE

IN CHICOPEE FALLS. MASS.

<%

MONDAY, SEPT. 7TH, 1942
s
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IMAGES
of America

CHICOPEE IN THE 1940s
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DEDICATION WEEK

October 24 through
October 30, 1943

WESTOVER USO CLUB
CHICOPEE, MASSACHUSETTS

Located ow Church Street, Chicopee Falls

Operated by
UNITED SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS

x x x
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THIS CERTIFICATE IS PRESENTED TO

Lol fean ok

A Soldier of Production whose efforts have contributed to the winning of
the Army-Navy Production Award Star for Springfield Armory. Your
production of equipment is surpassed only by the heroic deeds of our

fighting men.

Colonel, Ordnance Department,
Co ing.
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SPECIAL
1AL EDITION

SERVING CHICOPEE

The City With A Future

50 CENTS PER COPY _

CBECTMONONE,

CITY M, MARKS lOOTH BlRTHDAY

H EES | ]SS

CO()PERATION IN CITY HISTORY

Thousands From All Sections 3
Of City Join to Celebrate | Loyalty of Staff, Advertising
Centennial  With  Parade, Support, Interest of Citi-
Pageant, Music Festival. zens Make 76-Page Edition
A spruced-up Chicopee, beducke Possible,
jith welcome flags and patriotic

colors, and still showing the effec
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od sarting Saturduy |
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of newaprint

this. edition:
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MAY FESTIVAL

SPONSORED B8Y

COLONEL ATHLETIC CLUB

At The ST. STANISLAUS HALL
Front St., Chicopee, Mass,

Sunday, Hlay 26, 1946, at 8:00 P. M.

Music and Entertainment By

Joe Lazarz and His International Broadcasting Orchestra.

Admission 60c. - Tax Included.
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IOL XX. NO 6

EADERS EXPLORE
ALTERNATIVES FOR
VETERANS SCHOOL

High School Principal Christo-
her A. FitzGerald revealed this
veek that he plans to talk with
ormer superintendent of schools,
wwState Commissioner of Educa-
ion, John J. Desmond, Jr., regard-
ng plans for a separate high
chool for veterans in Chicopee. He

tated that he was particularly
nxious to learn tails of the
State Veterans Regional High

School system, which has grown
apidly during the past few months.
Explains Regional System
Mr. Fitzgerald said that the g
sral system being followed under
he regional set-up is for ve
o register for university extension
ourses and to attend classes two
iights a week at these regional
chools where they receive instruc-
ion and coordinate their study pro-
rrams, It is his understanding that
hese classes are run on a tutorial
asis and that each veteran can
yrogress as rapidly as he is able
o complete the work required.

At the present time there are
egional schools located in Spring-
ield, Holyoke and Westfield, and
fr. FitzGerald revealed that some
ocal veterans are attending these
chools. No veteran can take more
han two courses concurrently un-|
ler the regional school system, but
e can complete the two courses
m.huut delay and take up nddmon |

gen-

— — | opee continued to pour in this Mr. B o
o v 3 week, but thus far no definite Mr. Brennan noted that [§§
Fairview Boys’ Club Illustrates | steps have been taken to_imple-| ¢SS of the planned progy

USO Here to Close
;May 31; Propose
Commumty Center

At a joint meeting Monday night of the City Property Commit|
the USO Operating Board and a committee representing the Com|
munity Chest, ly decided to support plans for main

THURSDAY MARC'H 28 1946 2¢ PF.R COPY

POSTER CONTEST WINNERS i

tee,

it was unanimou

taining the present USO installation in Chicopee Falls as a Com)|
munity Center. This meeting was called as a result of conferences re|
y with Military personnel at Westover Field and with the nal
onal office of the USO which have confirmed a notification that th
local USO in tion will be deactivated by May 31, 1946.
Mr. W F. Brennan, chair-§—————————r

! man of the U \U Operating Board,
expressed the opinion of the entire
group at Monday’s meeting when
he said, “A Community Center will |t
do more to cement good will and |
comradesh p in the city than any ‘

Raw Milk Sales Here
iUnder Investigation

other one project that we have ha
in recent years.” He pointed to th
success of the Chico-Teen organizal

ion which has been using the faj
cilities at the USO for the past tw
years an example of the sort ¢
service a Community Center ecal
offer.

Transfer Easy
Transfer from USO operation t
Community Center is relativel

= X mple. The building is alread
It has come to the attention of | swned by the city, and the com|
city officials that raw milk has nity, A“Il‘l'\l}.’h the Communit

| been sold recently in the city in
tion of local laws. An invest- | step ne ry for the trans
tion is now under way by the| tion is a reorganization of the US

|
| Health department and it is ex-|Gove rning Board into a Communit|
pected that corrective action will | | Center committee.

be taken in the near future. The joint meeting passed a r

(CIVIC LEADERS | B g
PLEDGE SUPPORT
OF CITY HOSPITAL

| the USO operating comg
investigate the advisabj
Endorsements of the proposal
for establishing a hospital in Chic-

Che
onl

t, owns the furnishings. Th

Photostatic copies of the winning posters designed by school pupils
pictured above will be distributed throughout Massachusetts by the
State OPA. Prize winners in the contest here, the first of its kind

in the State, are left to right, (top row) John Strycharz, 2nd;
Edmund Skellings, 1st; Walter Wodyka, honorable mention, all of
Center Junior High. (Bottom row) Leonard Roberts, 2nd; Mary
Tomaris, Ist; and Yvette Talbot, honorable mention, all of Kirby
Jumior High. The contest was sponsored by the Chicopee Commun-
ity Service Panel, whose chairman is Miss Pauline C. Jette. It was
conducted under the direction of Mr. T. F. Donegan. To the first
prize winners go checks for $3 and to the second prize winners
checks for $2.

Community Center and'
detailed plans for the trd
meeting of this committ
held Wednesday night, Al

Praises Volunteers

Westover
ment the proposal. Mayor Edward servicemen _at
] Botirbean, rmen“ng l'us aupport, which was offered by the local

statad that w,

Power of Community Cooperation
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS

IN RECOGNITION OF THE SERVICE OF

KEIVE t[ )(ﬂlﬂll cH

e ARMED FORCES orme
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

PRESENTS THIS TESTIMONIAL
OF ESTEEM AND GRATITUDE FOR
FAITHFUL PERFORMANCE
OF DUTIES IN

WORLD WAR I

GOVERNOR

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
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NOMINATE

RENE HARNISCH

For REPRESENTATIVE
11th Hampden District
MEMBER SCHOOL BOARD 1943
VETERAN WORLD WAR I1I
YOUNG - HONEST - PROGRESSIVE

PRIMARIES: TUESDAY, JUNE 18, 1946 w7
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WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL.
WASHINGTON

September 19, 1939,

moreble Anthony J. Stonina,

= Mayor of Chicopee,
= € Chicopee, Massachusetts.
B <

Jeer Sir:

"% You sre advised that the Secretery of Wer has ap-
rovéd end suthorized the acouisition of eporoximstely 5,000
ag@es of d located northeast of Chicopee, Massachusetts,
of the afte of the Northeast Air Base.

nfe

The details of acquiring the property are now the
'ns}bility of this office and the undersigned, as Chief

e Real Estate Branch, Office of The Quartermaster Genersl,
cts to beiin Chicopee on Thursday, September 21st, in con-
don with this project and will look forward with pleasure
neeting you at that time.

For The Quartermester General;

Very truly-yours,

/
R,(D, VALLIANT,

Colonel, Q.M.C.
L Assistant
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