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Central Park in downtown Mansfield has seen twenty decades of public service. Here is where we gathered to cheer candidates, and to shout down rascals. Here is where we bought war bonds and enlisted Union soldiers. This is where we gathered, summoned by a brass cannon, to hear news of the great battles. There have been loud demonstrations by labor unions, and quiet memorial services with solemn bells. Johnny Appleseed stood on a stump here and challenged preachers to live up to the Word. It’s a place of myth and legends, and its where Miss Ohio yearly parades through the crowds and waves at the camera. Through the years folks have come together here for everything that makes a collection of people into a community and makes news into history.
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This collection of vintage views is presented as a virtual trolley tour of Mansfield: boarding at the Square where the town originated, touring Downtown where it developed, progressing through the Flats where the town expanded, visiting the Neighborhood schools and churches, and then moving out to the Parks.






INTRODUCTION

They say that when entering a town you can tell what is valued most by looking at the tallest buildings in the skyline. Since 1808 when Mansfield was established, the heights have changed many times.At first it was the courthouse that was the highest and then the City Hall, which speaks of the need for community. When agricultural commerce took over, it was the grain hoppers that reached new heights. There was one hospitable generation when the Hotels rose above all and a couple more when it was Church spires that marked Mansfield’s highest aspirations. After 1929, it was the banks that towered over all. Today Mansfield is fortunate to have its Municipal Building among those peaks at the middle of town, saying once again that community is at the heart of what we’re about.

Every generation remakes the town in its own image, projecting its character upon what remains of those who have come before. The first ones here, the Indians and the buffalo, left only trails through the trees. When the settlers cleared the Square out of the forest, their roughhewn civic center was a log blockhouse built in defense.

As the stumps were pulled and agriculture took root in the land, the Square became a public animal stock pen with hay scales to weigh the rich produce. The courthouse was built to look like a Greek temple, reflecting the need for Mansfielders to believe that order and reason had been imposed on the wilderness of their fathers.

As prosperity grew and the railroads carried in money, a new generation of civic leaders built upon the calm and decorated the place with refinements and ornamentation. These families had more time to reflect, so there were fountains and lakes, and the Square became a picnic ground with shade trees. The hay scales were gone, and the ornate courthouse sported the scales of justice.

Then followed a period of unequaled growth when the heart of Mansfield burst its seams and lifted business higher into the sky and pushed the countryside back with electric lines right to the city limits. The idle time became more vigorous with baseball and roller coasters and a hundred thousand light bulbs.

Fortunately for us, the golden age of Mansfield’s growth corresponded with the rise of the postcard era in communication, so its story is documented in these souvenir images.

In many ways, these pictures could be any town in America. We share a larger history and have always represented the pulse of the times. When America was an agricultural empire, Mansfield was the grain bin; when the U.S. was known for its industry, Mansfield was retooled ahead of its time. When the country moved by rail, we made the trolley parts, and when they took to the highways, we made the tires.

We represent middle America and for a century found our way into most homes across the country in one way or another, including the kitchen sink. It used to be that you couldn’t go anywhere in the country without seeing “Mansfield” in blue letters on white porcelain in every restroom along the highway.

We are the heart of the country and have always been at the crossroads. At one time there were more millionaires per capita here than anywhere else in the U.S. We had race riots and Indian slaughters and public hangings. We sent our boys to the wars, and we have lain seven generations under the hill since these hills were given a name. Our story sounds like a thousand other towns.

Yet Mansfield grew with its own special charm and its own unique tale to tell. The soul of a town is very much like that of a person, and we all together are its spirit, and we determine its character.

Mansfield as a body was born with great talent and potential, abundant enthusiasm, and the raw makings of greatness. The personality of the town grew as did America: a little rough sometimes, a little spoiled by the gifts showered upon it, and often bruised, groping in the dark for the light.

Yet our history is perpetually and forever poised at the edge of a new possibility and growing in confidence. As we imagine the future, here are some little paper memories passed through the mail to remind us of our legacy, captured forever in these images sent to us through time.

Think of it as a card from your great-great-grandparent that says: this is the Mansfield I treasured; your heritage is grace and beauty and prosperity. Be wise with the gift I have left for you.

We hold the present. All that has come before has set the stage for now, and we decide what the postcards are that we will send to generations yet to come.




One

THE SQUARE ORIGINATION
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From its beginning in 1808, the life of Mansfield revolved around the Square, and the town grew in four directions from this center. The public square was designated as the town’s first park, and in 1881, the Vasbinder Fountain was dedicated at the center of Central Park.



[image: e9781439631201_i0006.jpg]

The original bandstand stood in the south side of the Square for 80 years and staged all manner of public concert, social gathering, and political party during its time. In May of 1912, President William Howard Taft stood here and filled the Square with five thousand Republican enthusiasts. Three days later his rival for the nomination, Teddy Roosevelt, stood in a spot just a hundred yards away courting the same voters. Eventually it was Woodrow Wilson who won the Presidency so their efforts didn’t come to much, but Mansfielders got to make some noise that year. The bandstand stood from 1878 until 1956.
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These two monuments were erected in the Square to remember Mansfield’s sacrifices to preserve the Union during the Civil War. The cannon came to town in 1882, a year after the Union Soldier was placed on duty. The lead soldier crumbled in 1959 when it was moved, so it was recast in bronze and rededicated in 1998.
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When the heart of Mansfield was cut in two in 1959 to speed traffic through town, the fountain impeded progress, so it was removed 20 miles south to a field at Malabar Farm where it remained in a tulip bed until its restoration in 1979 on the south side of the Square.
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The WW I memorial was carved of Italian marble, and the Daughters of the American Revolution placed it in the Square facing east in 1922. In subsequent years its post was relocated 50 yards farther west and the statue was cast in bronze.
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Several years after the pyramidal gun monument was created, the tremendous weight of all that homeland defense brought it to earth again in a crash that rattled the businesses surrounding the Square. They were then placed at the corners of the park to keep the peace.
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About the time the Soldier’s Monument was stationed facing down Market Street, another park was dedicated a mile west where he faced, so it seemed appropriate to rename the main east-west thoroughfare Park Avenue.
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The public square remained inviolate for 151 years until 1959 when the statues stepped aside, the fountain was stopped, and Park Avenue was cut through neatly dividing it into two halves.
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During most of the 1800s, the Square was the public commons, and since the community was almost entirely agriculturally based, that meant that it was a livestock holding pen. In the middle was an open-air market and hay scales.
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Concerned that the center of Mansfield looked and smelled like a stable yard, ordinances were enacted to fence the Square and keep the pigs out. A few years later, a holding pound was established to keep animals from wandering all over the town.
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From the earliest times, the Square housed the Richland County courthouses. This building, the third to serve as such, was built in 1827, square and brick, but enlarged in 1851 to include a third floor, a cupola, and the columns of Greek Revival architecture popular at that time.
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During its first century, the Square was always the center of commerce for Mansfield’s growing prosperity. This picture was taken on Hog Day in January of 1862 when all the surrounding farmers came to town to swap pigs for dollars and stories.
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Mansfield’s success in agricultural marketing laid the foundation for an industrial revolution following the Civil War years. By 1873, the old courthouse was looking a little too old-fashioned for a modern town, now officially a city, that was the home of a U.S. senator. A place on the map that important needed a showplace for the town to better reflect the prosperity and prospects of the booming economy. The courthouse moved to the side of the Square in order to better look down upon it.

Keeping time with the times, it had a clock tower to hold a 30-foot pendulum for the Seth Thomas clock with a 5-foot face. It took 20 minutes to wind every Saturday.
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Looking to the southeast, this old stereoscope photograph shows the Presbyterian Church that held down that corner of the Square for over a hundred years. It actually housed a congregation for some of that time and subsequently many other businesses, including the Salvation Army, a saloon, and a garage that sold great tires.
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In 1900, the city fathers wanted to take the hitching posts off the Square to encourage horses to stand somewhere else where the smell didn’t waft past the cash registers. So controversial was this measure that they had to do it in the middle of the night when no one was looking; protests and riots followed.
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During Mansfield’s Centennial celebration in 1908, the old original courthouse was dug out, dusted off, patched up and put on display showing pretty clearly just how far the town had come from its roughhewn beginnings in only one hundred years.
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During the years that the Blockhouse served as Richland County’s first courthouse, jail, and church, the Square was still more wilderness than civilization. When the first courts were held there in 1813, the sentence for drunkenness was pulling stumps out in the yard.
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The courthouse changed hats several times during its tenure. The original clock tower was removed for long enough that by the time the city leaders decided to restore it, they couldn’t remember where they had put it. This card was mailed in 1908.
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The cast iron cannons used in the Civil War were only good for a limited number of firings before they became unstable and had to be replaced. That’s why there were so many of them produced during the war, and why so many of them were available to decorate every town in the country.
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Built to “last 100 years,” the courthouse had a hard time keeping the rain out through its succession of roofs, and it bowed out four years shy of its century. Its storied past spoke poetically of its epic presence: the right hand of the statue atop the tower fell off the day a jury acquitted the defendant in the Bowerstock murder trial; folks seemed to think that it was a fitting homage to the failure of Justice. William Jennings Bryan spoke from these steps in 1900 for an hour and 20 minutes. Sixty years later John F. Kennedy stood there as well and accomplished the same thing in just under 10 minutes.
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The Richland County jail stood just off the Square until 1969 when the new courthouse and jail rose in its place. It was designed and built in 1880 by the same architects who gave us the Mansfield Reformatory.
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Eager to light up with patriotic zeal, the courthouse once had an electric American Flag over the western entrance. It was there for several years till the State examiner said that the cost could not be included in county operating expenses, and it was unplugged. Then the flagpole was erected that is seen in this card.
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This aerial photograph was made in the early 1920s when the tallest building on the Square was the courthouse. Actually the Square is not square at all; east to west it is six and a half feet wider than north to south. It is 1,242 feet above sea level and resides on the planet at 40 degrees 45 minutes latitude and 82 degrees 32 minutes longitude.
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When this photograph of the jail was taken in 1900, the sheriff lived there, and his wife cooked for the prisoners. That was a busy year for keepers of the peace in Mansfield, when followers of the Rev. Dowie from Zion, Illinois had established a tabernacle on Park Avenue East and managed to get themselves invited to leave town by several mobs. Different Zion elders got escorted around town in blue paint and were met at the train station by stone-throwing committees to discourage them from disembarking. They spent several nights in this jail that failed to protect them from the general public.
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The southwest corner of the Square held the position of receptionist from the earliest times. First it was the American House established in stagecoach days, later the Park Hotel, and in 1901, it became the Southern Hotel until it retired in 1979.
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The May building was built in 1906, and housed the Orpheum Vaudeville Theatre that seated 380 “snug,” and advertised no less than five acts that included through the years comedy, dance, and educated pigs. It closed in 1913 when movie houses opened downtown.
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In 1912, Mansfield’s Square was a battle front in the political campaign waged for the U.S. presidency. The first shot came from President Taft down in the bandstand on the Square on May 15. Former President Teddy Roosevelt reciprocated three days later from the balcony of the Southern Hotel to a much louder crowd, depending on which newspaper you read.
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South Main Street was the original stage road into Mansfield, and the first road cut through the forest from Mount Vernon.
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The view from the west side of the Square changed dramatically within 30 years of this card. Of all the building tops, spires, and towers visible in this 1902 scene, only two remain today: the First Lutheran Church steeple and the tower of the Mansfield Memorial Building.
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Standing in the same spot as the card above only 30 years later, it is apparent how much Mansfield profited from the economic boom of the 1920s.
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When this picture was taken in 1908, the trolley station was across from the Square under one of those awnings. On July 24, the motorman stepped inside the building and his streetcar took off down the hill without him. Witnesses said it leaped the B&O intersection at Fifth Street two feet in the air and came back down right on its tracks, but it failed to negotiate the turn at Sixth and parked in Laver’s showroom.
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This photograph of Main Street at Park Avenue was taken in 1900 during the funeral of John Sherman, the senator and secretary of state from Mansfield. A special train brought him home to a town draped in black, and the full military cortege, including President McKinley, moved in stately procession to the cemetery under this arch marked “The Nation’s Loss.”
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The oldest establishment on the Square was at the northwest corner. It was here that the first cabin was built when the Square was just an idea in the forest. The cabin became the town’s first store and continued as such through several incarnations. When this illustration appeared in the New York Illustrated News in 1862, the store on the corner was called Sturges.
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By the time this card was made in 1908, the building referred to on the previous page was Reed’s Department store and had taken on the familiar façade, which it retains into the twenty-first century.
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The northeast corner of the Square seen here has completely come and gone. The Suspender Company on the corner made way for the Sears & Roebuck building that left for Woolworth’s that left for offices in a community service center. The Ford Apartments, across Diamond Street, are now fountains in the City Building courtyard built in 1976.
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The Methodists have been around the Square since the very beginning when one of their ministers conducted a wedding at the Blockhouse. This building was built in 1870 of brick and then resurfaced with limestone in 1910.
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These gentlemen are standing on the courthouse steps, and if you look over their shoulders, you’ll see how the Methodist Church looked in its original state with stained glass that was hand-painted in Germany.







End of sample
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Westbrook Country Club, Mansfield, Ohio.
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Westbrook Country Club and Golf Course, Mansfield, Ohio
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Entrance to Casino Park, Mansfield, Ohio.
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Main Street, Mansfield, Ohio
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High School, Mansfield, Ohio, A
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Southern Hotel, Mansfield, Ohio.
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AS IT IS. ASIT WILL BE WHEN FINISHED.

RICHLAND COUNTY COURT HOUSE, MANSFIELD, OHIO.






OEBPS/images/e9781439631201_i0143.jpg





OEBPS/images/e9781439631201_i0140.jpg





OEBPS/images/e9781439631201_i0020.jpg





OEBPS/images/e9781439631201_i0141.jpg





