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CHAPTER ONE 

Never forget, God Is in Control.

I recall that in one of the most painful and difficult seasons of my life—a time when I felt very discouraged and fearful—when moments of loneliness were most intense, I would seek out my best friend for his wisdom. Often he and I would sit by the fire for hours in the evening and talk. He would encourage me to pour out my heart about how I was feeling—all about the incredible pain that seemed to flood my soul.Over and over again he would say to me, “Remember, Charles, God is in control.” That factual statement became an anchor to my life. No matter how hard the wind began to blow or how much the adversity seemed to intensify, my soul remained anchored to that simple truth: God really is in control.

STRENGTH AND POWER . . .

When a person can come to the place in life where they can say with absolute unwavering conviction, “Yes, but my God is in control,” there is an awesome sense of strength and assurance that will fill the heart to overflow with an indescribable joy and peace. No matter what the challenges we face in life, this peace can remain.

Is God in everything?

It’s a tough question, but one that every Christian must clearly answer.

IS GOD IN EVERYTHING ?

My answer to this question reflects my confidence in Him.It directly impacts my reaction in the midst of life’s storms.

IS GOD IN EVERYTHING ?

It makes the difference as to whether I will be able to experience contentment in the time of trial. My answer directly determines how obedient I will be to His will for my life.
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IS GOD IN EVERYTHINGIN YOUR LIFE ?

Paul teaches, “in everything give thanks . . . ”(1 Thessalonians 5:18). If God is not in everything, can I honestly give thanks for everything?

ASSURANCEAND CONFIDENCE . . .

Paul clarifies this idea of giving thanks when he writes:

And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He would be the firstborn among many brethren. —Romans 8:28-29 NASB 
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Remember this...

The Bible says, “The angel of the LORD encamps all around those who fear Him, and delivers them” (Psalm 34:7). So, every single one of His children is encircled by the presence of almighty God!

This means that literally every test or trial—whether it is in our jobs, finances, families, or health, whatever it may be— has to happen in the presence of our loving heavenly Father.He has allowed it. That’s the only way. He is in everything.

Sometimes we suffer...

because of other people’s failures, their sins or their ignorance.We can respond in one of two ways:

We can be resentful, hostile and angry. We can place blame and seek vengeance.

Or, we can say, “God, You are working everything together for good. You didn’t say I would like it. You didn’t promise it would be pleasant. What do You want to teach me in this circumstance?”

[image: pp]
None of us like to suffer...

and we have a right to say, “God, I don’t like it. I don’t understand why.” We can argue with Him, tell Him exactly how we feel. Just let Him know, “Father, I don’t like anything about this. I feel it’s unfair, it’s unjust.”Go ahead and tell Him. Open up your heart. He fully understands.

It’s okay to cry.

It’s natural to weep. Tell God: “I’m weak. I failed.” Confess to Him, “I’ve sinned.” He understands when you say, “God, I just can’t handle some things.”

Never think, “Christians don’t cry.” Remember, Jesus cried.

Never say, “Christians can’t show weakness.” Paul said, “When I feel as if the bottom has dropped out and I don’t feel one ounce of energy, strength, or resistance within me, then I experience the mighty grace of my almighty God.”(2 Corinthians 12:9, paraphrase) 

God is in everything:

even the things in life that we do not like, 
even the things in life that cause us pain.

Because you’re a child of God, He holds every circumstance in His hand.

You see, the heart of man is in the hand of God, and like the waters He turns it whithersoever He will.(Proverbs 21:1, paraphrase) 
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God cares for you 

Remember these assurances?

Our Lord says He watches the sparrow that falls, and every hair upon our head is numbered. (Matthew 10:29-30) He clothes the lilies of the field. (Matthew 6:28-29) 

God says, 

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
Nor are your ways My ways, says the LORD.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
So are My ways higher than your ways, 
And My thoughts than your thoughts.” —Isaiah 55:8-9 

Here is a Scripure that you should mark in your Bible.
Underline it and the next time you face something that you absolutely cannot understand, remember this:

“The secret things belong to the Lord our God,
but the things revealed belong to us and to
our children forever, that we may follow all 
the words of this law” —Deuteronomy 29:29 NASB 
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There are some questions for which I will never have a satisfactory answer.

Not that satisfies in this life.

There are some things I don’t understand, and there are some things I may be able to logically reason out. But, ultimately, there are some things that God is going to keep a secret until we get to heaven.

Open the Word and see what God says.

When we come to those challenges—
 difficult times that strike us where we hurt, 
and we don’t quite understand— 

let’s first of all establish in our heart the eternal truth . . .God is in control.

In just a few verses of Psalm 103, David expresses a truth that he held close to his heart. More than likely, he learned this truth the way most of us have to learn it—by personal experience.

Today, we are blessed . . .

The LORD has established His throne in 
the heavens; and His sovereignty rules over all.
Bless the LORD, you His angels, mighty in 
strength, who perform His word, obeying 
the voice of His word!
Bless the LORD, all you His hosts, you who
serve Him, doing His will.
Bless the LORD, all you works of His, in 
all places of His dominion; bless the LORD, 
O my soul! —Psalm 103:19-22 NASB 

Alpha and Omega 

From Genesis to Revelation, here’s the central message:God Almighty, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Spirit of God, the Triune God is in control of all things, period. God uses life to prove it, starting in the first chapter of the Bible with verse one:

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. —Genesis 1:1 

Listen, 
Almighty God created this world out of nothing, 
put it into space,
 created all the galaxies in the universe,
 put the laws of nature in motion,
 and governs and guides His creation.

Certainly, He is in control of it.

Not only did He create the universe, but He sustains it and keeps it. That’s exactly what Paul describes in Colossians, chapter 1.

God’s sovereignty is beautifully expressed in this passage:

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 


over all creation. For by Him all things were 


created that are in heaven and that are on 


earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 


or dominions or principalities or powers. All 


things were created through Him and for Him.


And He is before all things, and in Him all 


things consist. And He is the head of the 


body, the church, who is the beginning, the 


firstborn from the dead, that in all things He 


may have the preeminence. For it pleased the 


Father that in Him all the fullness should 


dwell, and by Him to reconcile all things to 


Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or 


things in heaven, having made peace through 


the blood of His cross. —Colossians 1:15-20 

God’s not in the business of chance.

God is in the blessing business.

There’s no such thing as chance with Him. Yes, God provides opportunities in life, but He does not make things lucky for people.

You may feel that you are unlucky or that your life is out of control. You may not believe areas in your life are the way they ought to be. But God has not lost control of your life. You might have been trying to control it yourself, and circumstances might have gone astray because you’ve gotten out of God’s will. Or it may be that God has allowed hardship in your life because He is preparing for what He knows will turn out for good.

Just because we do not understand all the ways of God does not mean that He is out of control of my life!

Does God have a plan? Absolutely! Does He do anything without a specific reason and a design? No, He does not.

You see, God would not bring you into this world and just say, “Do the best you can.”

He is Lord 

You and I could read through the entire Bible—from Genesis to Revelation—and here’s what we would find:

Jesus Christ is the sovereign Lord of this earth.

As John unfolds the Revelation, we see that He is:

Lord in the Revelation, 
Lord during the times of the Great Tribulation,
 Lord in His Second Coming.
Lord in the Judgment,
 Lord in Heaven.

God is in absolute control, and the Bible is simply a beautiful expression of how He demonstrates love for mankind. The Word is filled with wonderful promises He is willing to do in the lives of those who submit to Him.

You’ll not find God’s servants in the Scripture talking about things just happening.

See it for yourself. Listen to what the psalmist says:

For I know that the LORD is great, and our 
LORD is above all gods. Whatever the LORD 
pleases, He does . . . —Psalm 135:5-6 

Now, did you get that? Whatever the Lord pleases, He does.A lot of people would like to be able to do that, wouldn’t they? But in reality the only being who can do that with supreme and total understanding is almighty God. He alone has the ability to understand life from its beginning to its end.He finds ultimate pleasure in helping us fulfill His plan for our lives.

Whatever pleases God, He does.

He did not promise, “And you will 
always understand My actions.”

There will be times when I won’t understand what He does.

But God’s in charge. Listen, 

Whatever the LORD pleases, He does, in heaven
and in earth, in the seas and in all deep places.
He causes the vapors to ascend from the ends 
of the earth; He makes lightning for the rain; 
He brings the wind out of His treasuries.
—Psalm 135:6-7 

Now, let’s look at Joseph as an example of not understanding life’s circumstances. His brothers tried to kill him, sold him as a slave and tried to forget him, and then they came back to him for help. But God lifted Joseph out of trouble and he became, at the age of thirty, the prime minister of Egypt and saved the whole nation from famine. Look what Joseph says to his estranged brothers:

Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am 
I in God’s place? As for you, you meant evil 
against me, but God meant it for good in
order to bring about this present result, to 
preserve many people alive. —Genesis 50:19-20 NASB 

What motivated Joseph’s enemies? Ill will, anger, bitterness, resentment, hostility, and jealousy. Why would God allow such evil people to do such wicked things to a young man who was so obedient to the Father? That doesn’t seem fair.

During all those years of suffering, trial, and heartache— being imprisoned, framed for attempted rape, and forgotten— it looked as if God had forgotten Joseph. But if Joseph’s  attitude had been, “One of these days I’m going to get even,” events would have turned out differently for him. When he became the prime minister, if his attitude had been, “Now it’s time for vengeance,” and the first time he had seen his brothers, if he had said, “Well, well, well, am I going to fix you. You thought you got rid of me. You just wait,” God would never have allowed him to become the prime minister of Egypt.
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You see, Joseph was wise enough that no matter what the circumstances, he saw it as coming from God’s hand. As Joseph said, “You meant it for evil. God meant it for good.”

Think about this. How else would God have taken this Hebrew and moved him down to Egypt, taught him Egyptian culture and language and made him the prime minister of all of Egypt?God used Joseph’s brothers’ wicked acts. Although he did not know why all this was happening, Joseph’s response was, “God, You’re still God. You are in everything. You are in all this.”

You know how God responded? He made him the prime minister.
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God can use adversity.

Do you know why we sometimes stay in trouble and things don’t work out? We cry out to God, but then we look at our circum stances, we find other people to blame, we become resentful, hostile, angry—it’s a vicious cycle. We wonder, “Father, where in the world are You? God, if You love me, why do these things happen?”

But when we finally discern, “This situation is from God’s hand,” do you know what is going to happen? The adversity will either change or disappear.

Friend, God is in everything, even the things in life that you do not like, things in life that cause you pain and sorrow.

There will be times when you want to run a thousand miles in the other direction and say, “God, I can’t handle any more of this.”

So God says, “Then you don’t want to change.”

You say, “But God, that’s not from You. That’s from him. It’s from her. It’s from them.” No. You see, because you’re a child of God, His hand, ultimately, holds every trial. He can use every adversity.

Is God in everything? According to what the Word says, “God causes all things to work together for good . . .” (Romans 8:28, NASB).Just in time God demonstrates His awesome, irresistible power.

What can you do about an earthquake? You can’t stop it.
What about a volcanic eruption? You can’t change its course.
What about a hurricane? You can’t quiet its rage. What about a tornado? You can’t stop it.

Yes, God’s in everything. In one way or another, God is in everything.

What about the unbeliever? Is God in everything for that person? Yes and no. He is in everything that happens in the life of the unbeliever in this light:

God knows everything the unbeliever does.
He is continually extending His love to the unbeliever.
He is continually reaching out, ready and willing to forgive.
He is continually attempting to convict the unbeliever of sin.

He is continually attempting to demonstrate His love so that the person will understand he or she needs Christ.

He is continually involved in the unbeliever’s life. Mindful of each sin, God sees to it that there are consequences to disobedience.

That’s what the Bible teaches in Ephesians chapter 5:

Because of these things the wrath of God comes upon 
the sons of disobedience. —Ephesians 5:6 

Is God involved in the life of the unbeliever?

Yes, He is.
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