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God makes a promise. 



Faith believes His promise. 



Hope anticipates its fulfillment.



Patience quietly waits. 
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The Christmas Story 
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I t’s a timeless story—the account of Jesus’ birth—with familiar details such as shepherds, a star, wise men, and angels. But perhaps the details, if not the story itself, are too familiar. Are we any longer able to hear the wonder of this world-changing, history-altering story?





God planned the birth of Jesus before time began, and throughout the Old Testament—thousands of years before a Baby was born in Bethlehem—God hinted about the coming of this Messiah, this King of kings, Lord of lords, Prince of Peace.





Looking at these hints—these ancient prophecies—and their fulfillment in the New Testament accounts of Jesus’ birth can help us recapture the wonder of the Christmas story and marvel at the gift of Jesus, a gift of sacrifice and love, of Immanuel, “God with us.”





May seeing the promises of God and their fulfillment reignite in you the very hope of Christmas.
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It came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city.





Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.





Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.”





And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying:





“Glory to God in the highest,



And on earth peace, 




goodwill toward men!”





Luke 2:1–14 
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 Introduction 





[image: IJ] 

F or centuries, voices in the Old Testament called God’s people to look for the Messiah, yet most Jewish people missed the significance of the prophets’ words. Micah, for instance, said the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem. In Psalm 89:27, 36, David foretold of a firstborn when he spoke of the Lord declaring that David’s seed would endure forever. Isaiah made the preposterous claim that the Messiah would be born of a virgin. Hosea revealed that at a certain time God would call His Son out of Egypt. Such Old Testament prophecies and promises were spoken five hundred to seven hundred years before the birth of Christ, and devout Jews would wonder, “Will the Messiah come in my lifetime? Will I see the Promised One with my own eyes?”



In a sense, when we open God’s Word today, we see with our own eyes as well as the eyes of our hearts that all of God’s promises regarding the Anointed One of God are fulfilled, detail for detail, in the life of Jesus of Nazareth. In fact, New Testament passages take us on a journey, revealing this carpenter’s son to be the Messiah, a descendant of Abraham, an heir to the throne of David, born of a virgin in the city of Bethlehem. Throughout Jesus’ life and ministry, Old Testament prophecies become living, breathing New Testament realities. What better time than the Christmas season to reflect on these promises of Scripture—promises fulfilled—that point to our ultimate Hope: God’s Son, Jesus Christ.
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Prophecy


Messiah, Descendant of Abraham 
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Now the LORD had said to Abram:



“Get out of your country, 


From your family 




And from your father’s house, 



To a land that I will show you.



I will make you a great nation; 


I will bless you 



And make your name great; 



And you shall be a blessing.



I will bless those who bless you, 


And I will curse him who curses you; 



And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”



So Abram departed as the LORD had spoken to him, and Lot went with him. And Abram was seventy five years old when he departed from Haran.



Genesis 12:1–4 



What an amazing promise! The Creator of the universe chose to make this everlasting and irrevocable promise to Abraham and his descendants. Speaking these words recorded in Genesis, the Almighty pointed to the greatest blessing of all, a blessing that would be for all the earth: God would give His Son to die for sinners like us, that we might know forgiveness and eternal life. Through two thousand years and forty-two generations, a new chapter in the sovereign Lord’s plan for humanity was beginning to unfold—and all the families of the earth would indeed be blessed.






Fulfillment


 Genealogy of Jesus 
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The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham. . . . So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations, from David until the captivity in Babylon are fourteen generations, and from the captivity in Babylon until the Christ are fourteen generations.





Matthew 1:1, 17 


Promise made, promise fulfilled! Writing to a primarily Jewish audience, Matthew out-lined Jesus’ ancestry. The gospel writer wanted his Hebrew audience to clearly see that Jesus was indeed the long-awaited King of Israel, in the line of David, who would set God’s people free from captivity to sin and its consequences. 



Yet Matthew did something unusual as he out-lined the family tree. He named five women: Tamar, a Canaanite; Rahab, a Gentile; Ruth, a Moabite; Bathsheba, King David’s wife; and Mary, the teen-age mother of Jesus. Why? Because their stories, recorded in the Old Testament, demonstrate that God’s grace is available to all, regardless of gender, race, or personal history. In fact, even today God seems to delight in welcoming into His family those we might never expect.



This season, keep your eyes and heart open for unexpected ways that God will reveal to you the hope of Christmas.






Promise



 His Blessing 
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When God made a promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself, saying, “Surely blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you.” And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise.



Hebrews 6:13–15 




OPromise ur God loves to pour out blessings! He demonstrates His love to those of us who love Him—who show our love by obeying Him—when He provides and protects, when He guides our steps and goes ahead of us, when He walks with us through hard times and brings us to good and pleasant places. God blesses us with His constant presence. Whatever trials we face, nothing can separate us from His love. Whatever twists in the road, nothing can interfere with His sovereign power and goodness. Whatever missteps we take, He can redeem. Whatever hurts we experience, He can heal. Yes, our God loves to pour out blessings!





Blessed is the man 




Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, 


Nor stands in the path of sinners, 


Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 


But his delight is in the law of the Lord, 



And in His law he meditates day and night. 



He shall be like a tree 


Planted by the rivers of water, 


That brings forth its fruit in its season, 


Whose leaf also shall not wither; 


And whatever he does shall prosper.




Psalm 1:1–3 
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Prophecy


Heir to the Throne of David 
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For unto us a Child is born, 



Unto us a Son is given; 




And the government will be upon His shoulder.




And His name will be called 


Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 




Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.





Of the increase of His government and peace 


There will be no end, 



 Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, 


To order it and establish it with judgment and justice




From that time forward, even forever.



The zeal of the 

LORD 
of hosts will perform this.



Isaiah 9:6–7 


What nation wouldn’t want a leader described as “Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace”? No wonder the people of Israel, oppressed by the brutal Roman Empire, found in this 750-year-old passage by the prophet Isaiah hope for a military conqueror and deliverer. But these ancient words actually point to a much bigger plan—to the Lord’s eternal strategy for conquering sin and delivering sinners from the unbridgeable distance between them and their holy God. And of the increase of His government and our peace with Him there will be no end!





Fulfillment

 Gabriel Visits Mary 
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Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.”



Luke 1:30–33 




An unremarkable day would soon become unforgettable for this young girl named Mary. Maybe she was grinding grain or mending a garment when, suddenly, a light appeared and an angel spoke. She was terrified.



“Do not be afraid,” the angel told her as his message actually became quite fearsome.



Although she was an unmarried virgin, Mary would give birth to the Son of God. Gabriel went on to reveal that the child would be a descendant of David and that His kingdom would never end.



And so Mary waited for the miracle . . .






Promise


God’s Promise to Mary 
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“Blessed is she who believed, for there will be a fulfillment of those things which were told her from the Lord.”








And Mary said:



“My soul magnifies the Lord, 


And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.



For He has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant; 



For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed.





For He who is mighty has done great things for me, 


And holy is His name.



And His mercy is on those who fear Him 


From generation to generation.



He has shown strength with His arm; 


He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.



He has put down the mighty from their thrones, 


And exalted the lowly.



He has filled the hungry with good things, 


And the rich He has sent away empty.



He has helped His servant Israel, 



In remembrance of His mercy, 



As He spoke to our fathers, 


To Abraham and to his seed forever.”



Luke 1:45–55 




From all appearances, Mary was an ordinary girl living in a one-stop-light town—when an amazing moment revealed both her extraordinary character and her uncommon faith in her unseen and ever-faithful God. Believing the angel’s outra-geous claim that she would give birth to God’s Son and completely trusting that the Almighty would enable her to walk that path, Mary yielded her life—her very body—to her Creator. Despite the cost to her, despite the public shame and her derailed dreams, Mary was a model of humble and willing submission to the Lord’s plans, and the world has celebrated her obedience to God for more than two thousand years.
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End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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