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Introduction


Nearer, my God, to Thee, nearer to Thee!” Doesn’t this express the cry of our hearts for nearness to Jesus? But this is only the first line of Sarah Adams’ beloved hymn. Here is the second: “Even though it be a cross that raiseth me . . .” Often it is a cross of suffering that raises us nearer to Jesus. Many of the countless communications I’ve received from readers deal with suffering—their own and others’. Evidently, God is using Jesus Calling and Dear Jesus to strengthen, encourage, and comfort people in the throes of adversity.

Both Jesus Calling and Dear Jesus grew out of my longing to draw closer to my living God. The writings in these books emerged during times of focused concentration on Jesus: waiting in His Presence, listening in my mind for His communications. While listening and writing, I continually asked for the help of the Holy Spirit, who guides my thinking as I listen in Christ’s Presence. I’ve tried to ensure that my writings are consistent with the Bible, the only infallible Word of God.

I wrote the devotions in Jesus Calling from the perspective of Jesus speaking to the reader. The  devotions in Dear Jesus are structured in a dialogue format: the first and third sections are written from the perspective of Jesus speaking; the second section consists of prayers to Him.

Nearer to Jesus is a creative compilation of devotions from these two books—containing favorite selections of mine. Each week’s readings include one entry from Dear Jesus and seven from Jesus Calling. The prayers in Dear Jesus are meant to open your heart to the Jesus Calling devotions that follow.

If we desire to draw nearer to Jesus, we must learn to live in the present moment—for this is where He meets us. As soon as our minds meander into the future or the past, our connection with Him grows weaker. If we linger there, our awareness of His Presence becomes increasingly dim.

The best way I’ve found to live more fully in the present is to direct my thoughts toward Jesus. My prayers need not be articulate or lengthy, but they must be genuine. As I honestly face my circumstances here and now, I invite Him to enter into them. I bring Him whatever I am doing, thinking, feeling; and I find Him near me—helpfully involved in my situation.

My hope is that Nearer to Jesus will help you live close to our Savior—in the present—inviting Him into  more and more of your moments. I support you with my prayers, praying in-depth each morning for all the readers of my books. I consider this a delightful privilege and responsibility. May you enjoy bountiful blessings as you grow nearer and nearer to Jesus.




Sarah Young



Nearer, Still Nearer
A hymn by Leila N. Morris 

Nearer, still nearer, close to Thy heart, 
Draw me, my Savior, so precious Thou art; 
Fold me, O fold me close to Thy breast, 
Shelter me safe in that haven of rest, 
Shelter me safe in that haven of rest.




Nearer, still nearer, nothing I bring, 
Naught as an off’ring to Jesus my King; 
Only my sinful, now contrite heart, 
Grant me the cleansing Thy blood doth impart, 
Grant me the cleansing Thy blood doth impart.




Nearer, still nearer, Lord, to be Thine, 
Sin, with its follies, I gladly resign; 
All of its pleasures, pomp and its pride, 
Give me but Jesus, my Lord crucified, 
Give me but Jesus, My Lord crucified.




Nearer, still nearer, while life shall last, 
Till safe in glory my anchor is cast; 
Thro’ endless ages, ever to be, 
Nearer, my Savior, still nearer to Thee, 
Nearer, my Savior, still nearer to Thee.



Week 1
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I, the Lover of your soul, understand you 
perfectly and love you eternally.




Dear Jesus,

I’m thankful it is my soul You love, rather than my appearance or performance. So often, I’m dissatisfied with both of these, especially when I make them my focus. I’m grateful for Your perfect understanding, since I sometimes feel misunderstood or simply overlooked. Help me experience more fully Your compassionate, unfailing Love.

B eloved, relax in My loving Presence. Let the Light of My Love soak into your entire being. being. Rest deeply while I massage your thoughts and feelings, helping you change your focus from yourself to Me. Cease striving and know that I am God. I created you to know Me: to enjoy Me and center your life in Me.

The world abounds with idols—things you turn to when you want to feel better about yourself: eating, entertainment, exercise, mastery of something or someone. However, none of these things can slake  the thirst of your soul, which yearns for Me alone. Idolatrous substitutes may suppress your appetite for Me, mainly by distracting you, but they provide no satisfaction. When you get that gnawing sensation around the edges of your soul, return to Me. Your soul will be satisfied as with the richest of foods.




“Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed,
 yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor my covenant
 of peace be removed,” says the LORD, who has compassion on you.
Isaiah 54:10 




Cease striving and know that I am God;
 I will be exalted among the nations,
 I will be exalted in the earth.
Psalm 46:10 NASB 




O God, you are my God, earnestly I seek you;
 my soul thirsts for you…
 I have seen you in the sanctuary
 and beheld your power and your glory.
 Because your love is better than life, my lips will glorify you.
 I will praise you as long as I live, and in your name I will lift up my hands.
 My soul will be satisfied as with the richest of foods;
 with singing lips my mouth will praise you.
Psalm 63:1–5 



Sunday

I want you to experience the riches of your salvation: the Joy of being loved constantly and perfectly. You make a practice of judging yourself, based on how you look or behave or feel. If you like what you see in the mirror, you feel a bit more worthy of My Love. When things are going smoothly and your performance seems adequate, you find it easier to believe you are My beloved child. When you feel discouraged, you tend to look inward so you can correct whatever is wrong.

Instead of trying to “fix” yourself, fix your gaze on Me, the Lover of your soul. Rather than using your energy to judge yourself, redirect it to praising Me. Remember that I see you clothed in My righteousness, radiant in My perfect Love.

Ephesians 2:7–8; Hebrews 3:1; Psalm 34:5 



Monday

Worship Me only. Idolatry has always been the downfall of My people. I make no secrets about being a jealous God. Current idols are more subtle than ancient ones, because today’s false gods are often outside the field of religion. People, possessions, status, and self-aggrandizement are some of the most popular deities today. Beware of bowing down before these things. False gods never satisfy; instead, they stir up lust for more and more.

When you seek Me instead of the world’s idols, you experience My Joy and Peace. These intangibles slake the thirst of your soul, providing deep satisfaction. The glitter of the world is tinny and temporal. The Light of My Presence is brilliant and everlasting. Walk in the Light with Me. Thus you become a beacon through whom others are drawn to Me.

Exodus 20:4-5; 2 Samuel 22:29 



Tuesday

Learn to live from your true Center in Me. I reside in the deepest depths of your being, in eternal union with your spirit. It is at this deep level that My Peace reigns continually. You will not find lasting peace in the world around you, in circumstances, or in human relationships. The external world is always in flux—under the curse of death and decay. But there is a gold mine of Peace deep within you, waiting to be tapped. Take time to delve into the riches of My residing Presence. I want you to live increasingly from your real Center, where My Love has an eternal grip on you. I am Christ in you, the hope of Glory.

Colossians 3:15; Colossians 1:27 



Wednesday

Let Me bless you with My grace and Peace. Open your heart and mind to receive all that I have for you. Do not be ashamed of your emptiness. Instead, view it as the optimal condition for being filled with My Peace.

It is easy to touch up your outward appearance, to look as if you have it all together. Your attempts to look good can fool most people. But I see straight through you, into the depths of your being. There is no place for pretense in your relationship with Me. Rejoice in the relief of being fully understood. Talk with Me about your struggles and feelings of inadequacy. Little by little, I will transform your weaknesses into strengths. Remember that your relationship with Me is saturated in grace. Therefore, nothing that you do or don’t do can separate you from My Presence.

1 Samuel 16:7; Romans 8:38–39 



Thursday

Softly I announce My Presence. Shimmering hues of radiance tap gently at your consciousness, seeking entrance. Though I have all Power in heaven and on earth, I am infinitely tender with you. The weaker you are, the more gently I approach you. Let your weakness be a door to My Presence. Whenever you feel inadequate, remember that I am your ever-present Help.

Hope in Me, and you will be protected from depression and self-pity. Hope is like a golden cord connecting you to heaven. The more you cling to this cord, the more I bear the weight of your burdens; thus, you are lightened. Heaviness is not of My kingdom. Cling to hope, and My rays of Light will reach you through the darkness.

Psalm 46:1; Romans 12:12; Romans 15:13 



Friday

I continually call you to closeness with Me. I know the depth and breadth of your need for Me. I can read the emptiness of your thoughts when they wander away from Me. I offer rest for your soul, as well as refreshment for your mind and body. As you increasingly find fulfillment in Me, other pleasures become less important. Knowing Me intimately is like having a private wellspring of Joy within you. This spring flows freely from My throne of grace, so your Joy is independent of circumstances.

Waiting in My Presence keeps you connected to Me, aware of all that I offer you. If you feel any deficiency, you need to refocus your attention on Me. This is how you trust Me in the moments of your life.

Psalm 131:2; Psalm 21:6; Psalm 37:7 



Saturday

As you turn your attention to Me, feel the Light of My Presence shining upon you. Open your mind and heart to receive My heavenly smile of approval. Let My gold-tinged Love wash over you and soak into the depths of your being. As you are increasingly filled with My Being, you experience joyous union with Me: I in you, and you in Me. Your Joy-in-Me and My Joy-in-you become intertwined and inseparable. I suffuse your soul with Joy in My Presence; at My right hand there are pleasures forevermore.

John 17:20–23; Psalm 16:11 (NKJV) 



Week 2 
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Do not seek approval in the mirror
 or in the eyes of other people.
 In My Presence you have infinite approval.




Dear Jesus,

It’s so easy for me to judge myself on the basis of what I see in the mirror. I know that is fickle and shallow, because my mirror-image is always changing. I’m equally enslaved to viewing myself through the eyes of other people. I tend to evaluate my interpersonal performance rigorously, and I am almost always displeased with something I have said or done. I desperately desire to experience Your approval!

Beloved, “enslaved” is an appropriate word to use. You are indeed a slave when you try to see and judge yourself through people’s eyes. Evaluating your worth on the basis of how you look, to yourself or to others, is always a trap. It’s as if you are sifting sand, searching for gold—yet looking only at the grains of sand filtering through the sieve, ignoring the gold nuggets that remain. The gold represents the eternal part of you: your soul. It is invisible to everyone but Me, the One who plans to spend eternity with you. Though invisible, a well-nurtured soul can actually improve your appearance: As you rest in the certainty of My unfailing Love, your face glows with the Joy of My Presence.

My approval of you is infinite because it will continue forever. It is based entirely on My righteousness, which is yours for all eternity. When you look in a mirror, try to see yourself as you truly are—arrayed in perfect righteousness, adorned in glowing approval.

Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love,
 that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.

Psalm 90:14 

Surely you have granted him eternal blessings
 and made him glad with the joy of your presence.

Psalm 21:6 

I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God.

For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

Isaiah 61:10 



Sunday

Beware of seeing yourself through other people’s eyes. There are several dangers to this practice. First of all, it is nearly impossible to discern what others actually think of you. Moreover, their views of you are variable: subject to each viewer’s spiritual, emotional, and physical condition. The major problem with letting others define you is that it borders on idolatry. Your concern to please others dampens your desire to please Me, your Creator.

It is much more real to see yourself through My eyes. My gaze upon you is steady and sure, untainted by sin. Through My eyes you can see yourself as one who is deeply, eternally loved. R est in My loving gaze, and you will receive deep Peace. Respond to My loving Presence by worshiping Me in spirit and in truth.

Hebrews 11:6; John 4:23–24 



Monday

Open your mind and heart—your entire being—to receive My Love in full measure. So many of My children limp through their lives starved for Love, because they haven’t learned the art of receiving. This is essentially an act of faith: believing that I love you with boundless, everlasting Love. The art of receiving is also a discipline: training your mind to trust Me, coming close to Me with confidence.

Remember that the evil one is the father of lies. Learn to recognize his deceptive intrusions into your thoughts. One of his favorite deceptions is to undermine your confidence in My unconditional Love. Fight back against these lies! Do not let them go unchallenged. Resist the devil in My Name, and he will slink away from you. Draw near to Me, and My Presence will envelop you in Love.

Ephesians 3:16–19; Hebrews 4:14–16;
John 8:44; James 4:7–8 (NKJV) 



Tuesday

Rest in the deep assurance of My unfailing Love. Let­your body, mind, and spirit relax in My Presence. Release into My care anything that is troubling you, so that you can focus your full attention on Me. Be awed by the vast dimensions of My Love for you: wider, longer, higher, and deeper than anything you know. Rejoice that this marvelous Love is yours forever!

The best response to this glorious gift is a life steeped in thankfulness. Every time you thank Me, you acknowledge that I am your Lord and Provider. This is the proper stance for a child of God: receiving with thanksgiving. Bring Me the sacrifice of gratitude, and watch to see how much I bless you.

1 Peter 5:7; Ephesians 3:16–19;
Psalm 107:21–22 



Wednesday

Wait with Me for a while. I have much to tell you. You are walking along the path I have chosen for you. It is both a privileged and a perilous way:  experiencing My glorious Presence and heralding that reality to others. Sometimes you feel presumptuous to be carrying out such an assignment.

Do not worry about what other people think of you. The work I am doing in you is hidden at first. But eventually blossoms will burst forth, and abundant fruit will be borne. Stay on the path of Life with Me. Trust Me wholeheartedly, letting My Spirit fill you with Joy and Peace.

1 Kings 8:23; Galatians 5:22–23 



Thursday

Let thankfulness rule in your heart. As you thank Me for blessings in your life, a marvelous thing happens. It is as if scales fall off your eyes, enabling you to see more and more of My glorious riches. With your eyes thus opened, you can help yourself to whatever you need from My treasure house. Each time you receive one of My golden gifts, let your thankfulness sing out praises to My Name. “Hallelujahs” are the language of heaven, and they can become the language of your heart.

A life of praise and thankfulness becomes a life filled with miracles. Instead of trying to be in control, you focus on Me and what I am doing. This is the power of praise: centering your entire being in Me. This is how I created you to live, for I made you in My own image. Enjoy abundant life by overflowing with praise and thankfulness.

Colossians 3:15; Acts 9:18;
Revelation 19:3–6; Psalm 100:4–5 



Friday

Trust and thankfulness will get you safely through this day. Trust protects you from worrying and obsessing. Thankfulness keeps you from criticizing and complaining: those “sister sins” that so easily entangle you.

Keeping your eyes on Me is the same thing as trusting Me. It is a free choice that you must make thousands of times daily. The more you choose to trust Me, the easier it becomes. Thought patterns of trust become etched into your brain. Relegate troubles to the periphery of your mind, so that I can be central in your thoughts. Thus you focus on Me, entrusting your concerns into My care.

Colossians 2:6–7; Psalm 141:8; I Peter 5:7 



Saturday

Keep your focus on Me. I have gifted you with amazing freedom, including the ability to choose the focal point of your mind. Only the crown of My creation has such remarkable capability; this is a sign of being made in My image.

Let the goal of this day be to bring every thought captive to Me. Whenever your mind wanders, lasso those thoughts and bring them into My Presence. In My radiant Light, anxious thoughts shrink and shrivel away. Judgmental thoughts are unmasked as you bask in My unconditional Love. Confused ideas are untangled while you rest in the simplicity of My Peace. I will guard you and keep you in constant Peace, as you focus your mind on Me.

Psalm 8:5; Genesis 1:26–27; 
2 Corinthians 10:5; Isaiah 26:3 (AMP) 



Week 3
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End of sample
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