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Introduction



Their nicknames often seem to point to triumph: The Iron Horse, Captain Clutch, The Dominator, Mr. October, The Rocket, The Sultan of Swat, Air Jordan, Dr. J. But the true stories of many sports stars are much like those of any other human being. We all must, at some time or another, work and strive to overcome trouble, problems and hardship. Most of us do so on a smaller stageno lights, cameras, announcers, or postgame interviews. But there is much we can learn about how to live our own lives by studying the stories of great athletes who have overcome hard times and adversity.



The main characters in this series are well-known athletes and sports figures, men and women who have overcome personal misfortune through strength of character. Their stories inspire greatness in others. About ten years ago, I began to study athletes and the qualities that made them great. I was interested in more than their athletic abilities, impressive as those are in individuals who have made it to the top of their games. I was especially interested in their life abilities, the way they dealt with the variety of setbacks and struggles that all human beings encounter. In my study I read sports biographies by the dozens, and not just those of the most recent superstars. My reading took me as far back as the late 1800s. I found truly captivating accounts of athletes whose attitudes in their weak moments gave them more enduring legacies than they ever would have earned in athletic competition alone. As I entered some difficult personal times, these athletes became my friends and gave me a sense of hope that the struggles in my life would ultimately make me a stronger person.



I can personally identify with each athlete in this series. There is a part of me in every one of their stories. I have battled fatigue, failure and depression like U.S. Open golf champion Ken Venturi. I have had speech difficulties and low confidence like Amos Alonzo Stagg. My body has failed me at different times, as Gertrude Ederles and Lou Gehrigs bodies failed them. Despite lifes downside, though, I have been blessed with a source of strength that comes from deep within my soul and is a well-spring of incredible peace. This well has been fed, in part, by knowing otherssome personally and some through their storieswho fought hard to overcome their difficulties. My spirit has risen in the midst of trials, like an eagle in a storm soaring high above the mountains. But it is the Spirit that can turn tragedy into triumph, despair into hope, and defeat into victory. While the crises of life rage, Gods abundant grace is most present.



Each story in this series identifies a key personality trait demonstrated by a great athlete or sports figure in his or her struggle against adversity. Here you will read, for example, of the compassion of Gale Sayers and Brian Piccolo; the integrity of Arthur Ashe; the persistence of Althea Gibson; the wisdom of Happy Chandler. Through these and other stories, I hope you will find inspiration and a few new friends to help you along lifes journey. Get to know these people and you too will hear the lessons they teach. Let them be your mentors. Bring to your life the virtues described in these stories, and bring your own story into clearer perspective. Be true to who God made youa shining star in a dimming world. As St. Paul wrote, Adversity produces character, and character produces hope, and hope will not disappoint. Let adversity help turn you into the successful person God has created you to bea person of hope, a person of character.





DEDICATION
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Roberto Clemente






	DEDICATION: complete commitment






Roberto Clemente was a hero in every sense of the word. On the professional baseball diamond as a Pittsburgh Pirate from 1956 to 1972, he frustrated opposing pitchers with his aggressive hitting. From his position in right field, he could peg a runner at any base with his strong, accurate throws. Of the field, he dedicated himself to improving the lives of others in his native Puerto Rico. He gave of himself and his money freely, and most of all, he loved people. Clementes life and play paved the way for a new generation of Latino baseball players. His tragic and untimely death, in the service to others less fortunate, continues to inspire many.

Roberto Clemente Walker, known to the world as Roberto Clemente, was born August 18, 1934, in Carolina, Puerto Rico, in the heart-land of the Caribbean island. He was the youngest of seven children born to Melchor and Luisa Walker de Clemente. His father earned forty-five cents a day, an above-average wage by Puerto Rican standards, working as a foreman in a sugarcane mill. His children enjoyed a happy, well-balanced childhood. Despite having little material wealth, the Clementes were rich spiritually. Faith in God formed the bedrock of their home. Roberto remembered his parents as lovely persons who taught him the right way to live. He recalled, I never heard any hate in my house. I never heard my mother say a bad word to my father, or my father to my mother.

At age eight, Roberto, a small boy with a contagious smile, played on his first baseball teama group of neighborhood boys. His bat was a crudely formed tree limb, his glove a cofee sack, and the ball a collection of used rags. According to his father, Roberto played surprisingly well against boys his age and older. His older brothers were sensational players who showed their shy younger brother how to hit and field. Roberto quickly fell in love with baseball. He often forgot to eat when a neighborhood game lasted past dinnertime.

In school, Roberto Clemente applied what he learned at home about loving and helping others. He organized his classmates to clean up the school grounds, and he impressed his teachers with his respectfulness. Even as a young boy he showed great compassion. When a neighbor died, he would run from house to house to spread the word and make sure people attended the funeral. He often volunteered to be a pallbearer in his community.

Young Clemente had one glaring physical attribute that set him apart. Even though he was a small boy, he possessed extremely large hands. As a former teacher explained, Those big hands would express what he would not say in words. She spoke of the giving, caring qualities of his hands.

His hands also gave him a firm grip on a baseball and a bat.

A local baseball talent scout soon noticed Clementes catching, throwing and batting skills. This scout had watched him play in many competitive softball tournaments and ofered him a professional baseball contract with Santurce, a team that played in the Puerto Rican Winter Leagues. Though Clementes father wanted a bigger contract than was ofered his son, he soon agreed to the $400 bonus and $40 weekly salary. Although Clemente had succeeded in school and could have entered college, he joined the Santurce Crabbers on October 9, 1952. Like many rookies, he sat on the bench most of his first season and hit a meager .234. The next season, however, he got his wish for more playing time.

The Puerto Rican Winter Leagues attracted major leaguers from the United States who wanted to play ball year-round and stay sharp in the ofseason. Some of the best and brightest stars in America descended upon Puerto Rico in the winter, giving local players the chance to team up with their American idols and showcase their own talents. In 1953 Clemente played alongside Willie Mays, the New York Giants star center fielder. He learned from Mays the basket catch, which he used the rest of his career. The tandem of Mays-Clemente wowed many fans that winter with their fielding and hitting. One of his teammates told him, Youll be as good as Willie Mays some day.

Though American baseball seemed so far away to Clemente, nine diferent teams approached him that winter, eager to sign him to an American big league contract. The Giants were the first to call, but the Brooklyn Dodgers, afraid of the prospect of their archrival having both Mays and Clemente in the same outfield, bid a sizable $10,000 for him. Since Roberto was still underage, his father accepted and signed the Dodgers ofer. The Dodgers assigned him to their top minor league team in Montreal, the same farm team that Jackie Robinson played for before becoming the first African-American major leaguer in 1947.

Clementes first season in professional baseball did not live up to his expectations. Montreals manager, Max Macon, in an attempt to hide the young sensation from other teams, played Clemente only occasionally. Montreal did not want other big league teams to bid for his contract. When Clemente played well, which he did most of the time, Macon would remove him from the game. The few times he played poorly, he was kept in, thereby hoping to fool his would-be bidders. But the ploy did not work. Pittsburgh Pirates general manager Branch Rickey, who left the Dodgers in 1950 to work for the Pirates, picked Clemente up in the ofseason for a mere $4,000. A confused Clemente recalled later: I did not even know where Pittsburgh was. Although frustrated at being treated as mere property by owners, Clemente took consolation in the fact that he would get a chance to play in the majors, even though the Pirates were a desperately inept, last-place team.

Clementes eager anticipation of his rookie season was overshadowed by his older brother Luis diagnosis of brain cancer. To add to his misery, a drunk driver struck Clementes car as he was returning home from the hospital after visiting his dying brother. He miraculously survived, but three vertebral disks were jarred out of place. From then on, he would sufer intense back pain that caused his characteristic habit of rotating his head and moving his neck side to side before every at-bat.
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In 1950s America, Major League Baseball was peaking in popularity. The entry of Jackie Robinson into the majors in 1947 opened the way for other black players, and gradually white and black fans attended games together and rooted for their favorite players. Hispanic fans, however, had only a few players of Latino origin to cheer. When Clemente arrived at spring training in Florida, his reputation as a highly talented player preceded him. Yet the sports media quickly stereotyped him as they had other Latin American players. They branded him a Puerto Rican hot dog, a label he resented because he said the writers did not even know him.

Worse than that, however, was the tendency of reporters to quote Clemente and other Latin players by writing their words phonetically. To quote Clemente by writing, Me like hot weather, veree hot. I no run fast cold weather. No get warm, no play gut, made him sound unintelligent and invited racism and condescension. He even received his share of hate mail from anonymous people who said outrageous things such as Go back to your jungle. But when he was told he could not dress for an exhibition game in Alabama in 1954, the problems of being dark-skinned in America became real. He had never even entertained the notion of being kept from doing his job just because of his skin color or ethnicity.
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Sadness over his brothers untimely death and his own health hung over Clementes head during his first season with Pittsburgh. His temper flared when he struck out, and he broke several dozen batting helmets that season, throwing them on the ground in disgust. Overall, though, his play stood out as a bright spot on an otherwise dismal team. In only his second major league game, against the New York Giants, Clemente hit a rare inside-the-park home run, and then later forced a double play at first base with a powerful throw. He had a flair for the dramatic in the field and when running the bases. With his hard-throwing, fast-running, solid-hitting, daredevil performances, he put on a show that Pitts-burgh fans were not accustomed to seeing. This sensation from Puerto Rico gave them hope for the future.

Clemente soon became the sole reason many people attended Pirates games again. Each time he stepped up to the plate, the crowd rose to its feet and began cheering, even before he took his first practice swing. He loved to communicate with the fans at the stadium, often speaking to them in his Spanish or broken English from right field. They loved him back. Spanish-speaking fans would assemble in right field to root for their hero in his own tongue. People brought him sandwiches between doubleheader games. It did not hurt that he was extremely handsome. One associate at the time commented on how attractive he was to young women, with his striking good looks, broad shoulders, huge chest, and lean body. One writer noted, He was without flaw physically. Despite his popularity, Clemente was still a rarity in the big leagues: a Latino ballplayer who was fast becoming a star in America.

No one worked harder than Clemente to help his team win. A lot of people dont understand that you have to push yourself to play day after day, Clemente told his friend and American father figure, Phil Dorsey. But until 1960, his eforts went to a losing cause in Pittsburgh. In the preceding five years, Clementes back, injured in the car crash back home, acted up and forced him to miss games due to debilitating pain. Again, the press roughed him up. Hypochondriac and lazy were terms they used in their articles to describe the ailing Clemente. They accused him of faking his injuries so he could rest. Yet Clemente cared deeply about the Pirates and would do anything to help them win.

In 1960, Pirates fans finally saw real results from the shot in the arm Clemente provided their team. They won the National League pennant and went on to meet the indomitable New York Yankees in the World Series. The Series was tied at three games each, and in Game Seven the Pirates found themselves three runs behind. It was Clementes infield single with two outs that extended their at-bat in the eighth inning, giving the following batter the chance to hit a grand slam home run. But the Pirates had to rally in the bottom of the ninth inning to beat the mighty Yankees on a home run by Bill Mazeroski.

No one was more jubilant than Clemente, who celebrated with Pittsburgh fans. After their World Series victory, he witnessed a mob of frenetic people outside the clubhouse: It was something you cannot describe. I did not feel like a player at the time. I felt like one of those persons, and I walked the streets among them.
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Nowa recognized star, Clemente began to speak out about prejudices against Latino players. Baseball in Latin America did not sufer from segregation, as in the United States, and Latino players in the major leagues were bafled by such racism. Latin American Negro ball players are treated today much like all Negroes were treated in baseball in the early days of the broken color barrier, Clemente said. Furthermore, We [Latin Americans] bear the brunt of the sports remaining racial prejudices. He emphasized the adjustment to American life that Latino players had to make before they could play their best baseball. Luis Mayoral, a Spanish-language sportscaster and close friend, believed that Clemente took the lead on this issue, even though other Latin players preceded him, because he had the intestinal fortitude to become the spokesman for Latinos in the game. There have been other Latinos prior to himgreat players, great individualsbut they did not have that makeup to really take the flag and lead Latinos in searching for recognition and respect in major league baseball. Many players feared managements retribution and felt inhibited by their own ability with the English language, and hesitated to speak out.

Roberto Clementes concern for civil rights led him into a little-known relationship with Martin Luther King Jr. They met in 1964 on a farm Roberto owned in Puerto Rico. Luis Mayoral remembered: Some-where along the road in his major league career, he befriended Martin Luther King. I think that was a key relationship, in relation to the development of Roberto Clemente, the fighter for social equality. Later Clemente received a King medallion for playing in an All-Star game of blacks and Latinos to raise money for Kings foundation. Clemente cherished that honor.

Clemente befriended other Latin American ballplayers, especially rookies like Panamanian catcher Manny Sanguillen. Sanguillen grew to love and respect Clemente as a friend, teammate, and as a Latino brother. He recalled in an interview, When I joined the Pirates, he took me with him to best places, meet everybody. He did this all the time. Clemente, the star, helped him and other young players adjust to the language, the big league pressure, and the news media. He assured Sanguillen that even if he did make mistakes, it wouldnt be the end of the world. Clemente often took on the role of intermediary between the Latin American players for the Pirates and the teams administration.

The Pirates, in fact, were one of the most integrated teams in the National League. Black, white and Latino players mingled well both on the field and of. This was due, in part, to the leadership of Clemente, who consistently refused to make derogatory comments about any teammate. At a time in America when racial issues dominated the news and emotions ran high, the Pirates represented the possibility of races working together successfully.

In 1963, while in Puerto Rico, Roberto Clemente met a woman who captured his attention, Vera Zabala. Six months later, in 1964, they married. About 1,500 friends, family, and fans attended the wedding in Clementes hometown in Puerto Rico. Within five years, they had three sons. Vera, according to a friend, was the only person who knew what went on inside this complex man. Although a quiet woman who remained behind-the-scenes, she enhanced her new husbands life in ways that baseball could not.

Clementes nagging injuries were tearing down his strong yet vulnerable body. Bone chips in his elbow, shoulder soreness, tonsillitis, a serious blood clot in a leg, malaria, and various pulled muscles and ten-dons were part of an array of injuries he incurred over the course of his career. The most hampering of all his injuries was still his chronic back pain. He sought relief from the team trainer, private chiropractors, and friends. At times, he would spend three hours before a game on the training table being rubbed down. After a while, he learned the technique for himself and ofered to rub down his teammates who had similar pain. (He later opened a free clinic to treat people with ailing backs, and patients swore he had a healing power in his hands.)

In 1966, Clemente not only overcame potential career-ending injuries, he also had the season of a lifetime. He earned the Most Valuable Player Award in the National League, the first Latino player to win this highest honor. Rather than bask in his own glory, he reflected on the importance that this award had for others: They [kids] will work harder, try harder, be better men. The veteran of more than a decade with the Pirates got along with all his teammates and had great feelings for all the worries of the players according to ballplayers who knew Clemente best. Even players from other teams consulted Clemente about their problems. What am I doing wrong? they would ask about their batting woes. Clemente never withheld advice and gave it cheerfully. One thing he insisted on, especially from his Latino friends, was that they maintain their pride in who they were as individual people worthy of respect. You must never lose your dignity, he cautioned. To him, fellow Puerto Ricans were somebody, regardless of their performance on a baseball field.

Clementes value to the Pittsburgh club resulted in a record-breaking contract in 1967. He was the first Pirate in history to sign a one-year contract for six figures$100,000. It took only minutes to reach the agreement, as had been the case with all of his previous negotiations. With his fame and fortune growing, Roberto needed to share himself, as well as his money. He was always thinking of other people, said Phil Dorsey, with whom Clemente lived in Pittsburgh. Clemente turned his new-found celebrity into a mission, especially for kids. He spent much time with sick children at the Childrens Hospital in Pittsburgh. His visits were often spontaneous.

While Clemente, according to Pirates manager Danny Murtaugh, was the best all-around ballplayer I ever saw... without qualification, he never let the limelight set him apart from those he cared fervently aboutnamely his family, friends, and teammates. His greatest joy from success was to erase the old opinion about Latins and blacks. A friend put it this way: In a certain sense, Roberto was a man from another century... from a cultured family in the sense of values. Another friend observed, Money did not matter much to him. Not once did he hold out at contract time. He gave of his own money without reservation to those who needed it more than himself. Baseball has enabled me to support eleven people and it has given me an education, he once said. He even gave a struggling forty-year-old pitcher who had finally made it to the majors half of his banquet fees. He often gave big tips to equipment managers and clubhouse men. It was not at all uncommon for him to hand out money to the poor children on the streets of Puerto Rico, or to anonymously provide for the needs of people with disabilities.

To Roberto Clemente, sports were an ideal way to teach kids the values of good citizenship and that one must sacrifice a bit for the common good. He went to great lengths to ensure they had what they needed to excel both in sports and in life. He promoted responsibility and hard work and his belief that no man is create above another. He believed strongly in giving everything I can according to my ability.

The years 1971 and 1972 were filled with bigger highs than Clemente had yet experienced in baseball. Many fans, now worldwide, saw in him the stardom of a Willie Mays or a Mickey Mantle, and put him in an elite group of the best to ever play the game. In 1971, he almost single-handedly won the World Series for the Pirates over the tough and favored Baltimore Orioles, even after losing the first two games.
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Although he had been in the majors since 1955, Clemente was just beginning to get the national recognition others had received for lesser achievements. In 1971, he won the Babe Ruth Award as the World Series outstanding player. Even many of his Oriole opponents admitted he was the best all-around player in either league. Then, by 1972, he approached a milestone: 3,000 major league hits. Only ten players in the history of the game had reached this mark. In the last game of the 1972 season against the New York Mets, as Pirates fans cheered in anxious anticipation, their hero hit a clean double and became the eleventh player ever to achieve that total. As Clemente rounded third, Willie Mays came over from the third-base dugout and hugged his rival, honoring him for such an outstanding accomplishment.

Because of nagging injuries, Roberto Clemente, now thirty-eight, had struggled to show his full potential. But baseball fans finally saw the flowering of his true greatness in 1972. Now, at last, they know me for the player that I am, he said to a friend after that seasona season in which he had also won his twelfth consecutive Gold Glove award for fielding. But he had always enjoyed the respect and admiration of his countrymen and fellow Latinos. To them, he embodied success in baseball, the most popular sport in Puerto Rico, but he gave so much more in his tireless eforts of the field. Working constantly with youth in Puerto Rico, he wanted to stop drugs before they start. He organized and coached kids and seeded the idea of a Sports City, a large multi-sport facility in San Juan, with his own money. But his greatest humanitarian challenge lay ahead.

After spending the ofseason enjoying his hobbies of sculpting, classical music, and writing poetry, Clemente took time to manage a team of Puerto Rican amateur All-Stars. In November 1972, he spent nearly a month in Nicaragua with them at the Amateur Baseball World Series. He made many friends there before returning to Puerto Rico for the holidays. Then two days before Christmas in 1972, the world woke to shocking news. A fierce earthquake had devastated Nicaraguas capital city, Managua. It was responsible for more than 25,000 deaths and took the homes of thousands more. When Roberto heard of the tragedy, he went into action as a citizen ambassador, immediately appearing on television and organizing a relief efortcollecting food, clothing and money to send to his Nicaraguan brothers and sisters. Tens of thousands of dollars poured in as Puerto Rican people of all ages responded to his urgent plea. All Christmas Day, Clemente labored to box all donations while his own presents went unopened.

As Clemente worked around the clock, his friends and family worried about his health. He forgot about eating, fretted one friend. An-other attributed his intensity to a type of pride that did not allow discouragement. He planned to fly to Managua, but at first was dissuaded by friends from boarding the small, unstable cargo plane loaded down with supplies. But he then ignored their pleas after receiving an urgent request for sugar and medicine from his Nicaraguan friends, who told him that the government was commandeering the relief supplies that were arriving in the city. Clemente was outraged. He decided to deliver the next shipment personally, and invited his best friend, Manny Sanguillen, who was in Puerto Rico at the time playing winter ball, to come along. Sanguillen was eager to help but missed the plane after two bouts of car trouble delayed him.

Despite further warnings from friends, Roberto Clemente and three others pressed on. At five p.m. on December 31, 1972, he kissed his wife goodbye and boarded the aging DC-7 cargo plane headed for Managua. After several last-second delays, the plane finally taxied down the runway around nine p.m. and was in the air twenty minutes later. As it shook to reach takeof altitude, the engines began to sputter. Less than one mile of the coast of San Juan, one engine caught fire. Three explosions followed before the plane crashed into the sea.

Oficials informed Vera Clemente shortly after midnight on New Years Day 1973 that the plane had crashed and that they feared there were no survivors. Clementes devout mother clutched her Bible and read the Twenty-Third Psalm over and over again throughout the unbelievable night: The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want... He leads me beside still waters, he restores my soul.... Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me.... Word of the crash spread quickly across Puerto Rico, stunning the entire nation. Three days of national mourning were declared. For many years, Puerto Ricans would speak of that horrific New Years in the same way Americans recall President Kennedys assassination, remembering exactly where they were when they heard the news.

Many of Clementes Pirate teammates were celebrating the New Year when they heard the news. Fans in Pittsburgh flooded the Pirate ofice with phone calls, just wanting to talk. Joe Brown, then general manager of the team, recalled, That was devastating to me, not because I was general manager of the team, but more because of what he was.... He was loyal as could be, loyal to his family and his country, to his team, to baseball. Willie Stargell, another Pirates star player, with tears in his eyes as he summed up his feelings toward his friend: Roberto was always trying to help someone.... He lost his life on the thirty-first of December, one of the most sacred days in Puerto Rico; its a very religious day. Its when families traditionally are together. He broke that tradition because he felt the need to go to Nicaragua to help the victims of the earthquake. He gave his life trying to do something, at a very special time, when so many people tried to talk him out of going. But he had that determination.

Beyond Clementes immediate family, perhaps no one took the news harder than Manny Sanguillen. For several days after the crash, Sanguillen stood with Vera Clemente and friends on Robertos favorite beach to watch first a civilian team of deep-sea divers, and then a U.S. Navy team, search the turbulent 125-foot-deep waters while avoiding sharks. Only a few personal items of the victims were recovered. Sanguillen told Sports Illustrated later, I was really hurt for his wife.... I know how much one and the other used to love, and be together. She went down to the beach every day too, to pray or see what she could do.

It was Sanguillen, though, who decided to do something to cope with his grief. He put on full scuba gear and made his own dives into the Atlantic in the vicinity of the crash. From a small boat, he could see the schools of sharks on the surface of the water, but he dove anyway, over and over, for several days from early morning until midnight. He even missed the memorial service a few days later. Yet he told the Sporting News, So many things he help me. He go to my room, talk about every diferent hitter.... It was like my own brother die. Only one body, the pilots, ever was found.

Bowie Kuhn, the commissioner of Major League Baseball at the time, said he did not know of any ballplayer he ever had more respect for than Clemente, a man who had about him the touch of royalty. That respect was shared by so many others that a group of baseball writers arranged for Clemente to be inducted immediately into the Baseball Hall of Fame, waiving the usual five-year waiting period. On August 6, 1973, only seven months after Clementes death, a ceremony was held in Cooperstown, NY. Kuhn spoke for many, in a voice broken with emotion: So very great was he as a player, so very great was he as a leader, so very great was he as a humanitarian in the cause of his fellow men, so very great was he as an inspiration to the young and to all of us in baseball and throughout the world of sports.... Having said all those words, they are very inadequate to describe the real greatness of Roberto Walker Clemente.

The legacy Clemente left is indelible. His wife and sons carry on the work with Puerto Rican youth that he began. Latin Americans now comprise roughly twenty-five to thirty percent of all Major League Baseball players. One of baseballs biggest and most charismatic stars, Sammy Sosa, had declared Roberto Clemente his hero: I wear his number [21], I watched his film, I studied his swing, says Sosa. Roberto Clementes oldest son, Roberto Jr., told Sosa during the 1998 All-Star Game, My fathers spirit is with you. Roberto Clemente was the first Latin American to be immortalized in the Hall of Fame. But his claim to greatness far exceeds baseball statistics or any historic first. A quarter of a century after his death, ex-commissioner Bowie Kuhn still had much to say about the legacy of the man. In 1998, he said that not only should Clemente be known as a great ballplayer, but one who wanted to fulfill that obligation which players should feel to the people in the stands who adore them.... That is the legacy which I think he would have wanted to leave, a great professional who gave everything. Beyond that Im sure he would want to leave the legacy that there is an obligation to be a role model.... He was a marvelous role model, not only as a player but also as a human being.
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Much Is Required



For to those to whom much is given much is required. And when at some future date the high court of history sits in judgment on each of us, recording whether in our brief span of service we fulfilled our responsibilities to the state, our success or failure, in whatever ofice we hold, will be measured by the answers to four questions: First, were we truly men of courage.... Second, were we truly men of judgment.... Third, were we truly men of integrity.... Finally, were we truly men of dedication?

President John F. Kennedy, Inaugural Address, 1961






	Facts of the Matter

Honoring Dedication







In 1972, Major League Baseball instituted the annual presentation of an award to recognize the player who best exemplifies the game of baseball, sportsmanship, community involvement and the individuals contribution to his own team. Originally known as The Commissioners Award, it was renamed The Roberto Clemente Award in 1973 after Clementes tragic and untimely death. The winner is selected from an annual list of thirty nominees, and is selected by a panel that includes the Commissioner of Base-ball and Vera Clemente. The stellar list of winners, players who have demonstrated the value of helping others, includes Clementes teammate Willie Stargell, as well as Kirby Puckett, Tony Gwynn, Al Leiter, Edgar Martinez, John Smoltz, and Carlos Delgado.

Delgado, the 2006 winner, is from Clementes native Puerto Rico and has, throughout much of his career, worn Clementes uniform number (21) to honor his countryman. Delgados of-the-field work is focused on the importance of education. He sponsors two four-year college scholarships, and is the founder of Extra Bases, an organization with a mission to help individuals and charitable groups in Puerto Rico and abroad who assist people in need. You can learn more about Extra Bases at www.extrabases.org.





Study/Review Questions





Before Reading:





	1.
	What is your definition of dedication?






	2.
	Why is this be an important quality to have?






	3.
	Define seven of the following words and use each in a sentence: aggressive, untimely, wage, daredevil, baffle, medallion, derogatory, vulnerable, array, limelight, ambassador






During Reading:





	1.
	Who was Roberto Clemente? Briefly describe him.






	2.
	Where and when was Clemente born?






	3.
	As a child, what did Clemente use for baseball equipment? Explain what this suggests about his lifestyle growing up.






	4.
	What professional team did Clemente play for in Puerto Rico? How much did he get paid? Do you think thats a lot? Why or why not?






	5.
	What famous baseball player did Clemente meet while playing ball in Puerto Rico? What did this player teach him?






	6.
	How did Max Macon attempt to hide Clemente? Why do you think hed do that?






	7.
	During his rookie season with the Pirates, what two major events happened to Clemente?






	8.
	Why did many people think Clemente was unintelligent? Do you think that is fair? Why or why not?






	9.
	Manny Sanguillen said about Clemente, When I joined the Pirates, he took me with him to best places, meet everybody. He did this all the time. What does this say about Clementes character?






	10.
	Clemente was the first Latino player to win what award? Why is this important?






	11.
	After signing a $100,000 contract with the Pirates, and then becoming an all-star, Clemente did what? How does this show he was dedicated?






	12.
	What occurred in Nicaragua that got Clementes attention? What did he do about it?






	13.
	How did Clemente die?






	14.
	Each year The Roberto Clemente Award is given to the ball player who shows what? Why is this award fitting of its name?






After Reading:





	1.
	Now that you have read the selection, give some personal examples of dedication? What cause or idea are you most dedicated to and why?






A few other baseball players are mentioned in this chapter: Willie Mays, Manny Sanguillen, Mickey Mantle. Pick one of these players and write a short essay (300-500 words) in which you describe him and his baseball career. Also explain how this player showed dedication





End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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